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CouNcrii  OP  Safety  to  Dkleqates  in  Congress,  1777. 

In  Coancil  of  Safetji 

Lancaateri  14th  Nov',  1777, 

Thb  Coanoil  is  applied  to  by  the  people  of  the  Coautj  of  West* 
moreland  in  this  Gommoawealth  with  the  moatalarmiog  Gomplaiuts 
of  Indian  Depredations.  The  Letter  of  which  the  inclosed  is  a  copy 
will  give  yon  some  Idea  of  their  present  situation. 

We  are  fnrtlier  informed  by  verbal  account^  that  an  Extent  of  60 
Uiles  haa  been  evacuated  to  the  Savages,  full  of  Stock,  Corn,  Hoggs 
&  Poultry,  that  they  have  attacked  Palmer's^Fort  about  7  miles 
distant  from  Fort  Ligonier  without  success;  and  from  the  information 
of  Whit9  Eyes  &  other  circumstances,  it  is  feared  Fort  Ligonier  bos, 
by  this  time  been  attacked.  There  Is  likewise  reason  to  fear  the 
avagea  will  extend  to  Bedford,  &  along  the  frontier.  We  shall  order 
out  we  militia  of  'Bedford  County,  &  t&ke  such  other  steps  as  may 
be  immediately  necessary  for  the  relief  of  those  Settlements  but  we 
find  they  are  greatly  deficient  in  the  articles  of  arms,  &  especially 
ammnnition  &  Flints.  In  Fort  Lkonier,  when  our  Informants  left 
it,  there  was  not  more  than  4Q]b  of  powder  &  15  Ifo  of  Lead — ^Flints 
are  aold  at  a  Dollar  a  piece. 

We  most  beg  the  assistance  of  Congress  in  these  articles — arms 
we  dare  hardly  ask.  but  ammunition  &  Flints  we  hope  may  be  sup- 
plied by  Congre^  both  to  Westmoreland  &  Bedford ;  and  we  must 
also  intreat  the- attention  of  Congress  to  the  general  Defence  of  the 
Frontier.  We  know  not  the  situation  of  Gen.  Hand,  his  forces  or 
hiB  views;  but  we  have  reserved  the  militias  of  Bedford  &  Westmore- 
land, for  the  purpose  of  oo-operating  with  him  in  those  parts  of  the 
gtatea,  A  the  neighbourhood. 

Mr.  Thomas  Galbraith  will  call  on  yon  in  a  few  Days  on  his  way 
io  Ligonier,  the  supplies  should  be  furnished  to  him  from  Carlisle  to 
be  carried   from  thence  on  Pack  horses.     He  will  explain  more  at 
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large  tbeir  sitaation  &  it  might  not  be  amiss  to  oommupicate  to  him 
what  may  be  expected  from  Gen.  Hand^  as  well  as  what  Congress 
shall  order. 

Directed, 

To  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  in  Congress. 


Council  to  Col.  Smith  L't  op  Chester  Co—,  1777. 

Lancaster,  14  Nov'r,  1777. 
Sir, 

Information  from  persons  of  character,  has  come  to  Council  that 

Mr.  John  James  x ,  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  a  person  whose 

uniform  conversation  &  conduct  has  heretofore  fixed  on  him,  tba 
charge  of  enmity  to  the  Cause  of  Liberty,  had  lately  been  clandes- 
tinely sent  out  by  General  Howe,  to  promote  the  views  of  our  invaders 
Such  miscreants  ought  to  be  hunted,  &  layed  hold  of,  by  every  good 
man,  but  Council  are  particularly  bound  to  secure  these  dangerous 
emissaries,  in  order  to  their  condign  punishment. 

I  therefore  apply  to^you,  in  order  to  get  the  person  above  named, 
&  any  others  acting  in  like  manner,  certainly  &  speedily  arrested. 
Por  this  purpose,  it  will  be  proper  to  watch  the  meetings  &  especialy 
the  Quarterly  meetings  of  the  Quakers.  At  these  assemblies,  agen^ 
of  this  nature  will  without  doubt,  be  busy,  &  misohevious.  Prudence 
directs  that  secrecy  be  used ;  and  therefore  the  design  of  laying  liold 
of  them  should  be  imparted  with  caution,  &  not  without  nece98ity, 
John  James  is  about  85  years  of  age;  five  feet  &  ten  inches  high; 
slenderly  made,  his  eyes  dark,  he  stoops  in  walking,  his  shoulders  fall 
greatly;  &  he  leans  sideways;  his  hair,  for  ho  wears  no  wig,  is  of  a 
dark  hue,  &  his  hat  very  plain.  He  generally  uses  Clothes  of  a  light 
drab  Color,  made  in  the  '*  strictest  Quaker  fashion,^'  being  lengthy 
in  the  skirts  &  without  pockets.  Bat  as  he  is  a  native  of  Chester 
County,  he  will  probably  be  known  among  you,  &  better  ascertained 
T)y  vour  neighbours  than  by  any  description.  For  this  man  you  have 
under  cover  of  this  Letter  a  warrant,  tho'  it  is  expected,  that  all 
agents  of  the  Enemy  will  be  industriously  sought  after,  &  apprehen- 
ded by  you,  &  many  other  friends  of  their  Country,  without  such 
formalities.*  ' 

Directed, 
To  Col.  Smith  L<  of  Cheater  Co. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XL,  p.  842. 
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BoBSBT  Lbvsrs  to  T.  Matlace,  177T. 

EastoD,  November  ISib,  1777. 
Sir,  • 

Some  liHle  time  past,  I  had  the  honor  to  transmit  to  his  Ezcel- 
kncy,  the  President,  an  Examination  taken  before  me,  of  Herman 
Zedk-tz — The  Honorable  Mr.  Haneook  baa  sinoe  been  here,  and 
obsenredy  that  it  had  been  his  opinion  this  nnhappj  man  was  disor- 
dered in  his  senses— by  two  letters  wrote  by  him  since  his  confinement 
the  one  intended  for  General  Washington,  the  other  for  General 
Howe,  Copies  of  which  I  enclose,  it  is  manifest  he  cannot  be  in  bis 
right  mind — I  shall  be  ^lad  to  receive  the  directions  of  Council, 
relative  to  this  man,  he  having  not  wherewith  to  support  himself, 
and  DOW  languishing  in  prison. 

The  Supplement  to  the  Test  act,  and  several  other  acts  of  assembly 
and  BeadutioDs  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  woud  be  very  acceptable 
beie;  for  want  of  which  in  some  instances,  my  Brethren  the  Justices 
&  myself,  are  freqiiently  at  a  loss  how  to  act. 

I  wrote  you  that  I  had  accepted  an  appointment  from  Doctor  Ship- 
pen,  bat  I  found  it  to^be  so  troublesome,  and  to  interfere  so  much  with 
the  duty  I  owe  the  public,  in  the  office  I  hold  under  the  State  as  a 
Magistnte,  that  I  oonoeived  U  to  be  right  to  resign  the  appointment 
and  have  ao  done. 

About  a  Fortnight  past,  the  contents  of  a  small  Box,  intended  for 
Bethlehem,  .whioh  about  last  October  twelve  month  was  left  in  the 
eaie  of  Col.  Sidman,  of  this  Town  was  disoovered— Col.  Sidman  in 
the  pieaenee  of  Mr.  Young  had  the  curiosity  to  op&n  it,  and  behold  ! 
it-eontaioed  Two  Bottles  of  simple  water,  sealed  with  several  hundred 
of  vety  treaaonable  printed  papers,  and  signed,  1  diink  Emerick— OE 
wish  I  had  one  to  send  you.  But  Col.  Sidman  &  Mr.  Young  burnt 
them,  ezoept  a  few,  given  to-Col.  Clem^  Biddlo,  who  happened  to  be 
in  Easton  at  the  time,  who  took  them  to  Head  Quarters,  together 
with  Iwo-written  papers  that  were  also  in  the  Box.  The  printed 
Papers  weie  caknlated  to  excite  the  Germans  to  receive  General  Howe 
wilii  open  arms,  and  betray  their  Country.  The  written  papers  were 
a  reeommendation  of  the  waters,  as  good  to  dear  and  open  the  Eye 
Sight,  and  a  direction  to  use  them  in  the  same  manner  that  the  former 
berare  sent  were — The  Box  was  directed  to  the  care  of  Just  Johnson 
Tav^n  keeper  at  Bethlehem,  and  Col.  Sidman  thinks  tho  Initial 
Letters  of  the  name  of  the  Person  the  Box  was  intended  for  were  B. 
V.  soppoeed  to  be  Mr.  Yanfleck  of  Bethelehem* 

You  have  enclosed,  Silas  Burnett's  affidavit,  that  is  a  copy  thereof. 
The  last  part  of  the  affidavit,  gives  groat  reaeon  to.  think  that  tho 
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Box  delivered  by  Bnrnett  to  Mr.  VaDflecIr,  contained  some  of  tbo 
same  Papers.  I  have  judged  it  neoessary  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the 
affidavit,  that  if  yon  think  proper,  it  may  be  laid  before  his  Excel- 
lency in  Council,  also  I  sent  one  to  Col.  Biddle,  as  he  had  the  abcfve 
paperis,  that  he  might  lay  the  affidavit  before  his  Excellency  General 
Washington.  It  may  lead  to  a  great  discovery,  and  unravel  the  cause 
of  the  Germans  generally  at  this  time  being  so  inactive,  rather  uik- 
friendly  if  not  inimical. 

I  have  heard  much  here  of  a  letter  from  Parson  Buoh^  to  General 
Washington,  if  it  be  printed  shoud  be  much  pleased  with  a  Sight  of 
it,  that  such  an  infamous  wretch  has  thrown  off  the  mask ;  if  not 
printed  should  esteem  it  a  great  Favor  if  you  would,  procure  me  a 
copy  of  it. 

Joseph  Jenkins,  Brother  in  Law  to  Mr.  Gordon,  has  lately  come 
to  this  place,  and  has  or  is  about  to  take  the  Ferry  of  Mr.  Gordon. 
I  am  totally  unacquainted  with  his  political  character  or  connections, 
nnd  as  the  Ferry  is  a  Post  of  importance  I  have  thought  fit  to  hint 
this  to  you.  The  Ferriage  over  Leheigh  or  Delaware  is  now  raised 
to  the  enormous  price  of  one  shilling  &  three  pence  for  a  man  & 
horse.  It  is  true  every  thing  bears  an  enormous  price,  yet  as  the 
Waggons  &  Passengers  are  to  &  fro  very  numerous,  it  is  a  general 
complaint,  the  Ferriage  is  out  of  reason,  and  for  this  account  only  I 
have  mentioned  it. 

Bcspecting  the  contents  of  Burnet's  affidavit,  I  should  be  verjr 
glad  to  receive  Oouncirs  Commands.  Mr.  Vanfleck  has  been  since 
here,  &  upon  Mr.  Young,  giving  me  that  Information,  I  went  to  the 
Ferry  in  company  with  that  Gentleman,  and  gave  a  strict  charge  to 
the  officer  of  the  Guard,  not  to  let  any  person  pass  the  Feny,  unless 
a  military  officer  under  a  commission  from  Congress,  that  did  not 
produce  a  certificate  that  he  had  taken  the  Test  prescribed  by  y* 
Assembly  of  this  State ;  pointed  out  to  him  in  particular  Mr.  Van- 
fleck,  whom  he  well  knew,  and  dir^ted  him,  when  he  came  to  pass 
the  Delaware,  if  he  did  not  produce  a  certificate  of  having  taken  the 
Test,  to  bring  him  before  me,  notwithstanding,  I  have  been  informed 
that  he  did  pass  over,  and  by  Col.  Lobar  himself,  &  he  believes  by  a 
pass  from  Col.  Hooper.  Col.  Hooper  has  of  (late  become  jealous  of 
me ;  I  am  sorry  for  it,  because  I  value  him  as  a  former  friend.  But 
my  attachment  to  my  Country  leads  me  to  sacrifice  evefy  oonsideraiioa 
to  what  I  believe  to  be  the  public  good.  Sometime  past,  almost  as  early 
as  I  had  the  Honor  to  hold  the  commission  of  a  Magistrate,  I  wfoito 
to  Col.  Lobar,  and  in  very  strong  terms,  p<)inted  out  the  necessity  of 
being  very  watchfbl  at  that  important  post,  the  ferry,  and  requested 
he  would  give  strict  orders  that  no  person  should  pass  the  Delaware, 
who  had  not  taken  the  Test,  He  assured  me  he  would  give  such 
orders,  &  I  believe  he  did.  But  they  have  been  too  fkintly  regarded. 
If  the  Council  should  be  of  opinion,  that  no  person  should  pass  that 
Ferry  who  bus  not  taken  the  Test,  for  the  supplement  to  the  Tost 
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Ml  I  hmre  sotiieiii,  I  kipe  you  iriH  ptean  io  infoM  die  of  ctmtadU 
ietemiiisCioa. 

lam  witk 

great  Bespect  Bit, 

joar  most  obedient 

•    "  humble  Seryant 

BOBBRT  LfitERS. 

P.  S.  T  send  one  ot  the  printed  papers;  the  written  papers  above 
sent  I  never  saw. 

JHrcetedf 
To  Timothy  Matiack^  Etqaire* 


DEPOsmoN  OP  Silas  Burkjbt,  1777. 

Kortliampton  County ") 
in  Pennsylvania^  as.        j 

'  Be  it  Bemeoabered  that  on  the  Thirteenth  Day  of  Nevember  In 

the  year  of  our  Lord  One  thoosand  Seven  hundred  &  Seventy  Seven 

Bafora  mo  Bobwi  Levera^  Eaqnire.  one  of  the  Juatieee  of  the  Peace 

ia  and  lor  the  aaid  Oounty,  personally  apneared  Silas  Burnet  of 

HadBda  Tows  in  the  Oounty  of  Saaaex  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey 

Waggoner,  aged  Forty  Sis  Years,  and  apon  the  Holy  SvaageKsts  ojf 

Ahaighty  (M  did  depoae  and  say  that  sonetime  in  the  month  ol 

Oelober,  or  ihe  month  of  November  in  the  year  1776)  this  deponent 

theft  ft^owmg  the  oeonpation  of  a  stage  driver  in  oempany  with  hie 

Brother  Daniel  Burnet  from  New  York  to  BeMehem  in  the  said 

County  of  Northampton,  -He  this  Deponent  received  from  his  said 

brother  Daniel  at  Morris  Town  in  New  Jersey  a  certain  small  Box 

direeted  to  the  oare  of  Mr.  JohoBon,  Tavern  keeper  at  Bethlehem, 

aforesaid,  to  be  delivered  to  some  Person  a  little  distance  from  John- 

joa's  bnt  tbia  deponent  on  his  oath  says  he  oannbt  1k(M  reooHeet  the 

aame  of  the  Person  to  whom  the  Box  was  to  be  delivered  by  Mr. 

Johnson— That  thia  Deponent  brought  the  said  Box  in  tike  aiagb 

Waggon  in  the  said  month  of  Ootober  or  November,  1776,  as  ht  aa 

Saston  in  the  Coonty  of  Northampton  afoleaaid)  and  having  nothing 

but  the  aaid  Box  at  that  time  to  carry  to  Bethlehem,  he  thiia  denoneni 

left  the  aame  at  Baston,  in  the  ciare  of  Mk  Isaac  Sidman,  a  Tavern 

keeper,  where  tbia  deponent  nsnally  pat  up  hia  stage.    That  Irheti 

thia  deponent  ratnmed  to  Morris  Town,  to  the  beat  of  hb  samemF' 

bnnoe,  he  aaya,  that  his  stage  was  j^eesed  to  carry  the  wonndad  k 

doclcts  to  aaid  Mr.  Sidman^s  at  Easton,  and  did  not  go  to  Bethlehem 

at  which  Time,  be  saw  the  Box  at  Mr.  Sidman's,  and  pot  the  aame 

and  a  Tar  Biidket  under  Ml.  Sidman's  Counteri  and,  nntil  this  day 
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• 

^8  oaFer  siaoe  mado  any  eoqidry  after  it»  and  upon  hia  oath  daclatta 
that  he  lit  wholly  ignorant  of  and  unacquainted  with  every  Part  of 
the  contents  thereof,  and  this  deponent  further  says,  that  he  was 
directed  hy  his  Brother,  the  said  Daniel  Burnet^  to  take  particular 
care  of  the  said  Box,  and  leave  the  same  at  the  place  where  it  was 
directed  to  and  told  this  deponent  that  he  had  received  the  Box  at 
the  same  Place,  that  is  to  say  at  Second  River,  and  from  the  siAie 
PeHBon  that  be  had  received  all  the  Letters  which  were  directed  to 
Mr.  Van  Fleck  at  Bethlehem  aforesaid,  and  this  the  deponent  says 
was  told  him  by  his  brother  after  he  this  deponent  had  aequainted 
him,  that  he  had  received  at  Second  River  a  Quantity  of  Indigo  to 
be  delivered  to  Mr.  Yanfleck  at  Bethlehem,  which  Indigo  the  depo^ 
nent  says  he  carried  from  Second  River  to  one  Mr.  Gadimus  at 
Watsesson  in  Jersey,  about  Five  Miles  from  the  place  he  received  it 
and  before  he  this  deponent  could  remove  it  firom  thence  the  British 
Army  had  entered  inta  that  Country,  and  that  this  deponent  believes 
that  the  same  Person  might  have  delivered  the  Box  &  Letters  to  his 
Brother,  as  delivered  the  Indigo  to  this  deponent,  because  from  what 

Iassed  between  him  and  his  brother  above  mentioned,  the  Box, 
etters,  k  Indigo  all  came  from  one  House — That  this  deponent 
says  at  the  Time  he  received  the  Indigo  at  Second  River,  he  saw  a  , 
man  &  woman  whom  he  suppoaed  to  belong  to  the  honae  from  whence 
it  came,  and  whom  he  thinks,  but  says  ho  cannot  speak  herein  with 
oertainty  because  thro'  length  of  time  he  cannot  positively  recollect, 
did  ask  him  this  deponent  if  he  did  deliver  the  Box  as  dareoted— 
and  this  deponent  further  says  that  a  few  weeks  before  he  had  re» 
oeived  the  Aforesaid  Box  from  his  brother  to  be  delivered  at  Bethlehem 
he  likewise  had  received  at  Morris  Town  from  his  brother,  another 
pmail  Box  something  heavier  than  th^  above  direoted  to  Mr.  Vanfleek 
At  Bethlehem,  and  to  whom  this  deponent  aays  he  delivered  the  same 
f^nd  this  Deponent  farther  saith  not. 

BILAS  BUBNBT. 
Taken  &  Sworn  the  day 

&  year  aforesaid  before  me 

ROBERT  LEVERS. 

On  the  said  Thirteenth  day  of  November,  1777»  Before  me  the 
Sobsoriber  Silas  JBumet  above  mentioned  appeared  ft  upon  tho  Holy 
Bvangel's  Swears  that  he  will  not  directly  or  indirectly  to  any  person 
or  persons  whatever  make  known  or  signify  that  he  hath  taken  the 
mbove  oath,  or  been  examined  eonoeming  or  relating  to  a  cetlain  Box 
left  by  him  in  the  care  of  Mr.  Isaac  Sidman  and  he  doth  swear  that 
if  he  should  bo  asked  any  Questions  concerning  the  sidd  Box  t>y  Mr. 
Vanfleek  of  Bethlehem  or  any  other  Person  at  any  time  or  place  he 
^1  Bay  that  the  said  Box  be  left  in  the  care  of  Mr.  Sildman  with 
^hom  he  believes  it  remains  and  nothing  farther  he  will  say. 

SILAS  BURNET. 

Taken  the  day  ft  yesr 

abovosaid  befor  eme         ROBERT  LEVERS. 
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BeSOLUTIONS  of  CONGBESSy   1777. 

In  Congress^  Nov'  15, 1777. 
BeaolTedy 

That  an  extnot  of  General  Washington's  letter  of  the  11  instanti 
lekdve  lo  doathioff  be  forthwith  sent  to  the  States  of  Massachusetts 
Baj,  Connectioaty  New  Jersey,  Pensylvania,  Maryland  &  Virginia, 
who  are  requested  to  send  witnont  deky  to  tiuQ  army  nnder  his  oom- 
Bind,  thm  blaokets,  ft  other  articles  of  oloathing  that  may  be  collected 
agreeable  to  a  recommandation  of  Oongreas  of  the  16  day  of  October 
ktft,  to  answer  the  preasiag  demands  of  the  army,  psevioos  to  the 
aimal  of  sappUes  <^  doathing  expected  by  Ooogtess ;  k  that  dapli- 
eate  reoeipta  be  taken  lor  the  same  from  the  clomiier  geoeBal,  or  his 
dapatias  xespeotiively. 
One  ef  the  neeipts  to  he  sent  to  the  board  of  war. 

Sxtraot  from,  die  minutes. 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


Camp  near  White  Marsh,  Nov'  11, 1777. 
Sir, 

The  condition  of  the  armv  for  want  of  oloathing  &  blankets,  &  the 
little  piospeet  we  ka?e  tl  ebtaioios  relief,  aeoonHng  to  the  kforma- 
tion  I  have  reeeWed  from  the  board  of  war,  occasions  me  to  trouble 
jw.  flit  tUe  time.  The  naode  of  seising  &  forcing  sapplies  from  the 
mhabitants,!  fear  wodd  proye  Tcry  inadequate  to  the  demawip, 
while  it  would  certainly  imbitter  the  minds  of  the  people,  &  excite 
perhaps  a  hurtful  jealousy  against  tho  army,  I  have  naa  officers  out 
for  the  purpose  of  purchasiog  &  making  voluntary  collections  of 
necessaries,  &  in  a  few  instances,  more  ooeroive  measures  have  been 
exerdsed — ^but  all  these  have  proved  of  little  avail — our  distresses  still 
oontinue,  &  are  becoming  sreater.  I  wodd  therefore  humbly  submit 
it  to  the  eonsideration  of  Conffress  whether  it  may  not  be  expedient 
for  them  to  address  the  severd  legislative  &  executive  powers  of  the 
Statee  on  this  eubjeot,  as  early  as  possible,  &  in  the  most  urgent 
teims.  It  appeals  te  me,  if  they  were  to  appoint,  under  the  authority 
of  Congress,  proper  active  agents,  that  many  necessaries  might  be 
paMBsel,  10  addition  te  thofte  elI^)4oyed  on  pabUoaooouat  Besides 
this,  I  think,  the  exigency  of  our  affairs  reqmre  that  they  shpdd 
nsolve  on  an  immediate  assessment  to  be  made  on  the  inhabitants. 
If  these  modes  were  adopted,  oonsiderable  aids  might  he  derived,  & 
in  a  way  mooh  less  exceptionable  than  that  ef  seising  by  the  army. 
The  assembliee  in  many  States,  I  believe  are  now  aittrng,  &  I  have 

1* 
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no  doabt  upon  a  reqaimtion  by  CongresB.  bat  they  will  give  attention 
to  the  measar^/ 


>«»> 


John  Pbnn  to  T.  Matlack,  1777. 

•  •      • 

York  Town,  No?'  16tb,  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  not  a  word  on  the  anbject  of  news  worth  commnnioating, 
unless,  that  we  have  gone  through  the  oonfideradon,  it  will  be  seat 
to  Lancaster  to  be  printed  as  soon  as  possible. 

Col.  John  Banister  a  friend  of  mine  near  Petersburg  in  Yirg* 
wrote  to  me  to  bny  him  three  hnndred  pounds  weight  of  clover  seed 
(the  red  sort)  ft  send  to  him,  as  I  do  not  know  who  to  apply  to.  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  to  ask  the  faV  of  you  to  speak  to  a  proper 
person  to  engage  that  quantity  &  give  it  a  pass  as  soon  as  a  waggon 
offersi  I  will  pay  the  money  whqn  wanted,  let  me  hear  &om  you. 

I  am 

your  oVt  Serv* 

J.  PENN. 

Direded. — CoL  Timothy  Hatkokj  Lancaster.^ 
Pav*  by  \ 

Mr.  Musgrave.  j 


Obst.  Bobbbdsau  to  y.  p.  6x0.  B&tan,  1777. 

York  Town,  Nov'r  16th,  1777. 
•Sir, 

I  aoknowledee  the  honor  of  a  Letter  from  Council  with  the  en- 
closures which  shall  be  immediately  laid  before  Congress,  aod  council 
.may  bo  assured  of  my  most  vigorous  exertions  on  the  important 
Business  recommended  and  without  delay  advbe  them,  in  the  mean- 
time, with  most  respectful  Salutations, 

I  remain 

their  and  your 

Most  oh*  hnmb>  Serv* 

DANIEL  ROBERDEAU. 


P.  S.  Confideration  will  be  sent  off  for  Lanoaster  to  be 

jDirectedf 

The  Hon'ble  Qeorge  Bryan,  Esq.,  Yice  President  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsilvania  Lancaster. 

Favoured  by 
Mr.  Robinson. 
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Col.  Wm*  Bbabfobd  to  P&Hsmxirr  Whabtok,  1777. 

Sir, 

Jif y  last  infofmed  joa  that  the  Snemy  b*d  been  CatiDOQading  Fort 
Mifflin  two  days,  and  had  begun  again  on  Wednesday,  Thursday  an^ 
Friday^  they  kept  up  a  very  hot  Fire,  and  killed  several  of  our  men, 
and  wound^  many.  Saturday  morning  we  opened  a  Battery  of  two 
Guns  near  Tenoh  Francis  House,  against  the  Somerset  of  64  the 
lass  of  50,  another  50  Oun  Ship  two  large  Frigates,  their  Gaily 
when  our  Fleet  also  engaged  and  a  most  furious  Fire  from  all  sides 
continued  till  near  Dark,  when  the  Ships  droped  down.  While  the 
Ships  ft  Gallys  were  engaged  the  large  East  India  Ship  that  was  cat 
down  came  up  behind  Hog  Island  and  got  dose  to  the  Fort,  She 
with  the  five  Batteries  tore  the  Fort  all  to  peices  and  knocked  down 
all  the  ambrusers,  killing  many  of  our  People  and  wounded  more. 
About  12  O'clock  at  night,  the  Officers  finding  it  imposssible  to 
stand  it  any  longer,  set  fire  to  the  Barracks  &c.,  and  brought  of  the 
Ptople.  ^  Thus  Fort  Mifflin  is  fallen.  What  will  become  of  our 
Fleet?  I  know  not.  To  lay  under  Bed  Bank  is  impossible.  If  they 
retreat  to  Lads  Gove  a  Battery  or  two  on  League  Island  will  reach 
them.  I  suppose  we  shall  have  Ships  up  again  to-Day.  Our  Fire 
Bafts  are  almost  all  destroyed  by  the  Tempestous  weather  we  have 
had.  Our  men  in  great  want  of  shoes  and  Oloaths.  Wo  have 
received  no  more  Bum  than  the  two  Hogsheads  I  informed  in  my 
last,  tho*  Origin  says  he  expects  two  more  to-morrow.  In  the 
Engagements  the  Galleys  had  several  men  killed  and  10  or  12 
wounded. 

lam,. 

Your  Excellency's 

most  Humble  Serv% 

WAT.  BRADFORD.   . 

Sloop  Speedwell,  off 

Red  Bank,  Nov'  16th,  1777. 

Directed, 

To  His  Ezoellenoy,  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Lancaster. 
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Warrant  vor  arrest  ot  Prothonotart  ov  Bxdforb  Co., 

1777. 

In  Council^  LaiKouit«*j  Noyember  17th^  1777. 

PenBsylvanui,  88. 

To  the  sheriff  of  Bedford  County  Greeting.  ^ 

Whereas  it  id  made  appear  before  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
of  lihe  eommonwealth  of  Pennsjlvania,  upon  the  oath  of  Robert 
Galbraith  and  William  Parker  Eaquires,  that  Thomas  Smith  Estf 
being  a  person  who  has  aoted  as  Prothonotary  in  the  County  of 
Bedroidy  hath  been  duly  required  and  summoned  by  a  demand  m 
writisff,  to  deliver  up  all  and  singular  the  books,  records,  papers  an4 
seals  belonging  to  or  in  use  in  the  offioe  of  Prothonotary,  in  and  for 
the  said  eounty  of  Bedford,  unto  the  said  Bobert  Qalbraith  (he  the 
said  Robert  Qalbraith  being  the  person  who  hath  been  appointed  by 
the  President  and  this  Council  to  eueceed  him  the  said  Thomas 
Smith  ia  the  said  office,)  and  that  he  the  s*  Thomas  Smith  hath  neg- 
lected to  oomply  with.Uie  s*  demand,  you  are  therefore  hereby  com-  ^ 
maaded  to  take  the  said  Thomas  Smith,  and  him  safely  keep  in  doee 
custody  in  the  common  Gaol  of  the  said  county  of  Bedford  without 
bail  or  mainimse,  untill  the  said  Kobort'i  Galbraith  shall  become 
possessed  of  the  said  books,  records,  papers  and  seals  Giveii  under 
my  hand  and  sealed  this  seventeenth  day  of  November,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  seven. 

GEO.  BRTAN,  vice-president.'^ 


Prbsidbkt  or  Cok0re6S  to  President   Wharton,   1777. 

York  Town,  17  Nov.,  1777. 
Sir, 

The  extreme  want  of  Blankets  &  Clothing  in  General  Washington's 
Line  induced  Congress  on  the  15  Inst.*  to  confirm  a  Resolution  for 
calling  on  those  States  to  whom,  by  a  former  Resolve,  it  had  been 
recommended  to  collect  such  essential  articles  &  to  request  that 
without  delay,  all  that  shall  have  been  collected  may  be  forwarded 
to  Camp. 

A  Copy  of  the  first  mentioned  Resolve  together  with  a  subjoined 
Extract  from  the  General's  Letter,  dated  the  Hth  Inst.,  will  accom- 
pany this. 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.,  YoL  XI.,  p.  872. 
f  See  page  9, 10.. 
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Tonr^osevr  will  be  phMMd  to  take  the  n6C6fl6ai7  neaavrw  on 
your  put  for  eAwtuig  the  gre^i  pntpoee  in  vkw,  enaUiog  oar  dift- 
trened  Soldlen  to  keep  the  I^ield,  indeed  to  saye  many  of  then 
ftom  periehiog. 

I  am  with  yery  great  regard| 

Honorable  Sir, 

Yoor  most  obed'. 

Ham*  Sery^j 

HENRY  LAURENS, 
Preaid*  Coogf . 
Directed, 
Te  the  Bocible  Tho.  Wharton,  Esqaire,  President,  Pennsylyania. 


CoMMissiONSBB  FOB  SBLSiKa  Persoital  Estati8,  1777. 

Phikd.  Coonty,  Noyem'  the  18th,  1T77. 
Sir, 

Aa  we,  the  snbseribers,  together  with  Jamee  Slreod  and  Daniel 
Heeater,  are  appointed  by  the  HauHrable  Ooandl  of  Safety,  Commis- 
aonen  for  the  porpoae  of  seiainff  on  ike  personal  Estates  of  sach  of 
the  Inhalntanta  of  the  Coanty  of  Philadelphia,  as  haye  or  hereafter 
shall  abandon  their  families  or  Habitations  to  Join  the  army  of  the 
King  of  great  Britain  &o.  And  as  the  said  James  Strond  refuses 
>t0  8erye  as  a  Commissioner  for  said  purposes  and  said  Daniel  Heester 
hath  been  for  a  oonsiderable  time  past  oat  of  this  State  on  bosiness 
and  it  is  not  known  when  he  will  retnm,  therefore,  as  there  appears 
to  OS  maofa  bosiness  to  be  done  by  the  Commissioners  of  this  Coanty, 
we  request  the  Honorable  Council,  if  they  think  proper,  to  add  Col^ 
William  Dean,  Doctor  Arch*  M«Clean  and  Col.  George  Smith,  to  the 
number  of  Commissioners  already  appointed  for  the  Coanty  of  Phil^, 
which  if  the  Council  sees  proper  to  do,  Certificates  of  the&  appoint- 
ment should  be  sent  them  as  soon  as  possible,  for  we  haye  need  of 
their  seryices  immediately. 

We  are  Sir, 

With  the  greatest. 

Your  most  obedient 

Humble  Seryant, 

ROBERT  LOLLER, 
.     WILLIAM  ANTES, 
ARCHD.  THOMSON. 


U  t^ENNSTLYANIA  ARCHIVES  ITH. 

'    P.  S.    If  tbej  are  appointed  we  woald  be  glad  if  yoa  Could  send 
ihe  Certifieatee  cif  the  appdntment  by  the  Bearer  of  thia  Letter. 

'Directed^  ^ 

To  His  Ezoellency,  Thomas  WhartoD^  Jan%  President  of  the 
Exeoative  Coanoil. 

^  Express. 


COLONBL  J.  MORQAN  TO  PrBSIDBNT    WhARTON,  1777. 

* 

Reading,  Not.  ISth,  1777. 

Sir, 

We  have  sent  to  Camp  about  400  of  the  Militia,  including  officers 
out  of  the  5th  and  6th  Classes,  under  Col.  Henry  Spicker,  and  as 
they  5th  &  6th  Classes  did  not  turn  out  as  Generally  as  we  Expected, 
w^  have  sent  orders  to  the  Commanding  officers  of  the  Different 
Battalions  to  call  upon  the  7th  and  8th  Classes  also.  My  son  will 
Inform  your  Exeellency  More  Pariioultf ly. 

I  am  with  great  Respect, 

Tour  Ezeellenoy^B  most  Obedient, 

Humble  Servant, 

JACOB  MORGAN,  L.  B.  C. 
Diteotedf 

To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  President. 


King's  Speech  to  Parliament,  177T. 

Baltimore,  February  4th,  1778. 

By  Captain  Moore  of  the  schooner  duke  de  choiseil,  arrived  in 
Haxth  Carolina,  from  Bourdeax,  which  he  left  in  deoember,  we  have 
the  following. 

House  of  Lords. 

King's  Speech,  19th  Nov. 
My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  me  that  I  can  have  reoource  to  the 
wisdom  and  support  of  my  parliament  in  this  ooojuncture,  when  the 
oontiuuanoe  of  the  rebellion  in  North  America  demands  our  most 
serious  attention. 

The  powers  which  you  have  entrusted  me  with  for  the  suppression 
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of  this  rerolt,  hare  b^B  faithfollj  exerted,  and  I  have  a  just  ooDfi- 
denoa  that  the  oondact  and  courage  of  m  j  offioers  and  the  spirifc  and 
intrepiditj  of  my  forces  both  bv  sea  and  land,  will  under  the  blessing 
of  divine  profidenee,  be  attended  with  important  success ;  but  as  I 
am  persaaded  that  you  will  see  tiie  necessity  for  such  further  oper»- 
tions  as  the  contingencies  of  the  war  and  the  obstinacy  of  the  rebels 
may  render  expedient ;  I  am  for  that  purpose  pursuing  the  proper 
measures  for  keeping  my  land  forces  compleat  to  their  present  estab^ 
fishment ;  and  if  I  should  haye  occasion  to  eacrease  them  by  contracting 
any  new  eiogagements  I  rely  on  your  zeal  and  publick  spirit  to  enable 
me  to  make  them  good.  I  receive  repeated  assurances  from  foreign 
powers  of  tlreir  pacific  dispositions — ^my  own  cannot  be  doubted ;  but 
at  this  time  when  the  armaments  in  the  ports  of  France  and  Spain 
continue  I  have  thought  it  advisable  to  make  a  considerable  augmen- 
tation to  my  naval  forces  as  well  to  keep  my  kingdom  in  a  respectable 
state  of  security  as  to  provide  an  adequate  protection  for  the  extensive 
oommerce  of  my  subjects ;  and  as  on  the  one  hand  I  am  determined 
that  the  peace  of  Europe  shall  not  be  disturbed  by  me,  so,  on  the 
other  handy  I  will  always  be  -a  &ithful  guardian  of  the  honour  of  the 
erown  of  Great  Britian. 

i 
% 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  C6mmonS| 

I  have  ordered  the  estimates  for  the  ensuing  year  to  be  laid  before 
yoiL  The  various  services  which  I  have  mentioned  to  you  will  una- 
voidably require  large  supplies,  and  nothing  could  relieve  my  mind 
from  the  concern  which  I  feel'for  the  heavy  charge  which  they  must 
bring  on  my  faithful  people,.but  the  perfect  conviction  that  they  are 
neceasary  for  the  welbre  ;md  the  essential  interests  of  my  kingdom. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

I  win  steadily  pursue  the  measures,  in  which  we  are  engaged  for 
fte  estaUishment  of  that  constitutional  subordination  which,  with 
Uesring  of  Grod,  I  will  maintain  thro'  the  several  parts  of  my 
dominions,  but  I  shall  be  ever  watchful  for  an  opportunity  of  putting 
a  stop  to  the  effusion  of  the  blood  of  my  subjects,  and  the  calamities 
which 'are  inseparable  from  a  state  of  war,  and  I  shall  hope  that  the 
deluded  and  unhappy  multitude  will  return  to  their  allegiance  and 
that  the  remembrance  of  what  they  once  enjoyed  and  the  regret  for 
what  they  now  suffer  under  the  arbitrary  tyranny  of  their  leaders, 
will  rekindle  in  their  hearts  a  spirit  of  loyalty  to  their  sovereign,  of 
attachment  to  their  mother  country  and  that  they  will  enable  me, 
with  the  concurrence  and  support  of  my  parliament,  to  accomplish 
what  I  shaU  consider  as  the  greatest  happiness  of  my  life,  and  the 
greatest  glory  of  my  reign,  the  restoration  of  peace,  order  and  cob- 
adence  of  mj  American  Colonies. 
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Council  to  John  Cox,  1777. 


J.U    UVIAJa     WAf     J.|il« 

In  Coaaoili  Ltnoafter,  19  Nov%  1777. 


Inoloaed  is  ao  Extraot  of  a  Letter  from  M'  Savage,  which  has 
puzzled  U8  not  a  little,  as  we  bad  entrusted  you  with  the  purchase 
ot  the  Land  for  the  Salt  ^orks  &  hear  nothing  from  you  neither  is 
your  name  even  mentioned  by  him.  Be  ^ood  enough  to  write  us  on 
this  Head  without  delay,  as  we  have  hesitated  to  send  forward  the 
Cash  to  M'  Savage.  All  the  Information  you  can  possibly  furnish 
upon  this  subject  will  be  highly  agreeable,  as  we  are  reall  v  at  a  loss  : 
and  we  will  procure  and  send  forward  the  money  to  you  if  necessary. 
Disi^pointed  and  fatigued  with  M**  Saviuje's  Delays  we  have  at  length 
employed  the  Bearer  M'  Davidson  to  visit  the  Works  &  furnish  us, 
if  possible  with  a  distinct  account  of  matters  there.  We  hope  you 
wiU  advise  &  assist  him  in  the  progress  of  his  Bunness. 

lam,  fte. 

Directed^ 
To  John  Cos,  Esq'. 
$  M'  Davidson. 


INBTB0OTIONS  OP  COUNOIL  TO  M«,  DaVISON,   1777. 

In  Council,  19  Nov',  1777. 

M'  Davison  will  proceed  to  the  Salt  Works,  taking  Bststow  in 
bis  wav  where  he  will  confer  with  Col.  Cox,  he  is  impowered  by 
CouBoil  to  inspect  them  as  often  as  he  finds  it  convenient  to  examine 
the  Books  and  give  such  directions  ds  he  and  M'  Savage,  who  is  part 
owner,  may  think  would  be  advantageous  as  fully  as  if  Council 
were  present.  If  he  finds  the  quantity  of  Salt  which  those  Works 
produce  not  to  be  sufficient  for  this  State  he  is  to  purchase,  if  in  his 
power  fJFom  other  Salt  Works,  as  much  as  will  make  up  the  deficiency, 
which  he  is  to  see  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Waggons  from  each 
County  in  such  proportions  as  shall  be  a  return  ddivered  to  him  by 
this  Council. 

M'  Davison  will,  as  soon  after  his  arrival  at  the  Works  as  he  can 
procure  the  proper  information,  let  Council  know  what  quantity  of 
salt  may  be  expected  from  the  Works  belonging  to  this  State,  how 
much  is  made  in  a  week,  and  when  the  Waggons  may  be  ordered 
down.  Mr.  Davison  will  take  with  him  a  sum  of  money  as  well  to 
furnish  Savage  with  a  part  as  to  purchase  Salt  for  the  State  at  other 
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Wocks  or  oQi  ci  ndi  Yemeis  m  mmj  urire  mih  that  Artlole.  If 
a  purehaae  is  made  at  other  worka  it  ahoald  be  done  with  all  aeeresy 
k  dispatch  lest  forestallen  should  get  Notice  of  it,  and  by  interferingy 
iojure  the  plan.  Pork  &  Beef  ooald  be  taken  in  and  salted  at  the 
Works  in  exchange  for  salt  for  the  use  of  the  Grallejs;  bat  the 
propriety  of  this  measure  most  be  considered  on  the  spot;  and  Mr. 
Ikfiaon  irill  not  omit  corresponding  with  Council  from  time  to  time. 

By  order  of  Gonnoil. 

A  letter  should  be  written  to  Jos.  Borden,  Esq.,  to  put  np  for  the 
aw  of  onr  navy  200  Barrs  of  Pork  for  this  purpose^  Mr  Savage 
sboald  send  him  ox  deliver  to  his  order  200  barn  salt. 


President  Wharton  to  Tho's  Savadob. 


In  Coancil;  Lancaster^  Nov'r  10th,  1777. 

Sir, 

We  wrote  yon  by  Mr.  Oreggs,  yesterday,  this  we  expect  will  bo 
delivered  by  Mr.  Jas.  Davidson,  a  gentleman  in  whom  we  have  great 
confidence,  and  who  is  so  obliging  as  to  undertake  a  journey  to  the 
Salt  Worlnand  will  remain  there  so  long  as  his  presence  is  absolute!  v 
necessary ;  he  has  directions  from  Council  to  inspect  the  books  ana 
papers  elating  to  the  works  as  often  as  he  pleases,  and  to  act  in 
Mialf  of  this  State  with  them  as  may  appear  to  him  best,  Conncil 
therefore  are  of  opinion  that  with  his  advice  and  assistance  you  will  be 
enabled  to  carry  on  the  business  to  better  purpose  than  heretofore. 
We  had  reasons  to  believe  that  you  would  have  furnished  this  State 
long  since  with  considerable  quantities  of  Salt,  we  have  however  been 
most  egregiouffly  disappointed  and  are  almost  induced  them  to  give 
the  matter  up  and  pursue  some  other  method,  to  furnish  the  State 
with  that  necessary  article.  Council  rec*  a  letter  from  Lieu'  Sutter 
informing  them  that  the  men  under  his  command  belonging  to  Colo- 
nel Stewart's  Regiment  their  times  will  be  out  the  first  day  of  January 
next,  and  therefore  it  will  be  proper  that  others  be  sent  in  their 
piaoe,  if  we  can  procure  the  people  you  write  for  there  will  be  no 
oceasioo  to  replace  those  of  Lieutenant  Satters  Company,  this  tho 
Conncil  will  endeavour  to  do  as  soon  as  possible  and  forward  them 
with  all  expedition.  Doctor  Cox  was  spoken  to  by  Council  to  makb 
the  purchase  of  the  Land,  you  mebtion,  of  Mr.  Motte,  and  acquainted 
CoaneU  ho  had  performed  that  business,  I  have  written  by  M^. 
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Davi<koh  ob  fM  Riibj«ct  to  Bootor  Goz  and  shall  fortmtd  the  aoney 
to  htm  aa  soon  at  I  have  hia  aaawer. 

I  am 

Sir, 
Your  very  humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  WHARTON,  Jwir.,  Pk  . 

Directed^ 
To  Mr.' Thomas  Savage. 


Gen,  Robbrdbau  to  Prks.  Wharton,  1777, 

York  Town,  Nov'  19th,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  am  honored  with  your  several  favors  of  the  15th,  IGth  and  17th 
Instant  to  which  1  will  reply  at  length  if  time  and  the  eztream  cold- 
ness  of  the  weather  will  permit,  but  I  no  sooner  express  my  desire 
than  I  find  myself  limited  to  a  few  minutes.  The  regulation  of  the 
prices  of  necessaries  for  the  army  and  the  Quota's  for  each  State, 
until  better  ascertained  I  expect  will  be  both  reported  this  day  by 
Committee's.  1  acknowledge  Shelly's  affidavit  come  to  hand  which 
I  doubt  not  will  satisfy  every  Inquirer.  As  soon  as  Gonfid^ratioa 
is  returned  from  Lancaster  compared  and  signed,  it  will  be  instantly 
forwarded  to  the  respective  States,  with  a  Letter  already  pr^mred) 
trarmly  urging  the  passage  of  it^  and  that  Delagates  be  returned  to 
Oongress  to  confirm  a  Cenfideration  by  the  10th  March,  therefore  t 
hope  our  State  will  have  a  Legislative  Body  together  to  consider 
this  important  work,  if  not  assembled  in  any  State  it  is  the  earnest 
request  of  the  above  hinted  address  that  the  Bxecutive  should 
immediately  call  them  together.  The  alarming  account  of  tha 
Depredations  on  our  western  Frontier  was  without  delay  laid  befor 
Congress,  and  a  report  brought  in  on  too  large  a  scale  for  the  occas- 
ion as  your  letter  as  well  as  the  conjecture  of  some  Members  made 
highly  probable.  General  Hand  as  you  know,  was  sent  westward 
authorised  by  this  State  to  call  the  Militia  together  for  the  very 
purpose  now  solicited  by  the  back  Inhabitants,  but  they,  it  seems 
were  not  iu  a  humour  to  turn  out,  for  this,  that  and  a  thousand 
Beaaons  which  probably  could  not  be  obviated  without  violadng  the 
Militia  Law  and  Discarding  many  Officers  the  Q^en'  perhaps  no^ 
.excepted.  An  inquiry  is  on  foot  rei^eti^  the  princi]|les  and  coiv 
duct  of  Col.  Morgan,  but  as  far  as  it  has  gone  we  find  the  6en^ 
involved  in  the  same  predicament,  and  that  it  is  no  other  than  the 
unreasonable  Clamour  of  some  discontented  Spirits,  however  I  am 
resolved  to  go  to  the  bottom  if  it  has  any.   But  I  \m  very  apprehen- 
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BTe  tfie  Duty  gelf  interest  reigns  predOttris^nt  in  the  Western  se 
ivell  as  every  other  quarter  of  our  Lend,  and  that  %  deeire  to  enrich 
ihefliselTee  has  too  nraoh  influence,  end  that  ^om  thie  prineiple  many 
iean  minde  wonld  etir  np  a  dost  among  the  SaTagee  cTsn  at  this 
anaeaeonable  time.  Yonr  application  I  belieye  will  end  among  othei^ 
measures  in  the  appointment  of  Commissioners  oat  of  Congress  to 
mike  a  fnll  inquiry  into  their  discontents  and  particularly  into  a 
hellish    design  of  Conspiracy  therefore  I  beg  the  State  would 
immediately  fnmish  me  with  the  names  of  two  Gentlemen  Capable 
of  such  s  negotiation  at  Pittsburgh,  that  I  may  be  ready  for  a  nomi- 
nation in  case  it  should  be  neoessary^  for  of  myself  I  cannot  fix  on  a 
suitable  person.    I  hope  the  attempt  of  imposition  in  the  prioes  of 
the  proyisione  westward  will  be  throughly  sifted  and  exposed,  for 
without  Tigour  in  the  wanjiest  Vttacks  against  extortion  fraud  &e., 
with  w*  elas  I  onr  unhappy  land  abounds,  the  horrid  yioes  threaten 
the  mia  of  our  Country  and  the  yengeance  of  Almighty  Ood  I  from 
sueh  enormities  good  Lord  deliver  us.    Mr.  Galbraith  is  refered  to 
the  board  of  War  and  will  be  immediately  dispatched,  but  I  cannot 
be  more  partiealar^  I  wish  your  intelligence  ef  Lord  btormont  may 
be  true  but  it  wants  confirmation.    I  think  with  submission  any 
applieatioB  to  Congress  respecting  tfte  expense  of  the  Stockades  had 
better  come  i^m&tely  from  Council,  but  best  of  all  from  Oen. 
Hand  which  is  most  natural  especially  if  he  ordered  them^  I 
mention  this  because  it  was  umd  upon  me  by  Mr.  Oalbraith,  and 
at  this  time  particularly  it  would  be  unreasonable  as  we  are  immersed 
in  business,  luid  I  believe  do  at  least  twice  as  much  as  we  were  wont. 
The  less  of  Fort  Mifflin  is  no  deminution  of  the  honor  of  the  brave 
defenders,  but  this  ilews  is  not  confirmed  yet  I  fear  is  too  true.    I 
am  rejoiced  at  your  mentioning  an  inquest  you  intended  on  the 
unhappy  Officer  you  mention  the  want  of  this  of  late  in  our  State 
among  other  things  has  much  distracted  my  mind)  a  thousand  things 
call  for  the  particular  attention  of  the  Legislature  when  assembled 
and  I  wish  I  had  tithe  to  enumemte  many  things  that  occur  but 
this  may  be  subject  of  a  future  letter  for  I  am  forbid  adding  but 
ttat  I  am  most  respeetftilly) 

•     Sir 

y  most  ob* 

humble  Sev* 

DAN'L  BOBERDEAU. 

p.  S. — a  Gentleman  is  just  come  in  upon  me  and  contradicts  the 
taking  of  Fort  Mifflin. 

I  have  not  even  time  to  read  this  over  therefore  pray  do  not  in- 
trodnce  me  |pto  GompanjLin  such  a  Disshabille. 

I  have  not  time  to  spealc  of  Brown,*  he  is  referred  to  you,  pray 
take  care  of  this  friend  to  American  Independence^  and  do  let  us  be 

*  See  Col.  Bco.,  vol.  XI,  p.  845. 
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• 

imposed  on  by  suoh  a  miserable  Toll.  My  tbaaltB  to  Mr.  Secretary 
for  his  attenti<>ii  and  to  Col.  Bayard,  I  have  not  a  moment  for  either 
of  them,  I  be^  to  urge  on  them  a  trifling  business  formerly  men- 
tioned concerning  taking  a  book.  My  respects  to  the  President  oa 
bi^  returnj  and  to  ConnciL 


CouKCiL  OF  War  on  board  the  Flbbt.  1777. 

In  Oounoil  of  War,  held  on  board  the  Chatham  Galley,  November 
}4,  1777.  Summoned  by  Commodore  Hazlewood  to  deliberate  on  a 
Letter  wrote  him  by  his  Ezcelleney  General  Washington  dated  White 
JUarsh,  13  Nov,  1777. 

After  maturely  considering  the  contents  of  his  Exoellenoys  Letter, 
This  Council  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  should  Fort  Mifflin  be 
evacuated  ft  so  fall  into  the  Enerays  hands  it  will  be  altogether  Im- 
practicable for  our  Fleet,  or  any  of  them  to  keep  their  present  station, 
or  to  prevent  in  such  case,  the  Enemys  raising  works  at  the  afore- 
mentioned Fort  Mifflin  as  in  their  ^present  situation  they  are  within 
reach  of  shott  &  shells  from  the  JBnemys  Batterys  on  Province  Island. 
But  should  such  evacuation  on  our  side  &  possession  of  that  of  the 
Enemy  take  place  this  Council  are  of  opinion  that  6y  the  batteries 
raised  and  to  be  raised  on  this  the  Jersey  shore  on  the  upper  side  of 
Mantua  Creeks,  and  above  that  opposite  to  the  Chevaux  de  frize  the 
passage  of  the  Enemys  shipping  especially  those  of  any  considerable 
force  will  be  altogether  obstructed,  as  without  raisiug  or  removing 
the  Chevaux  de  Friae  it  is  impossible  such  ships  can  have  a  passage. 
Much  indeed  all  depends  on  our  keeping  possession  of  the  Jerseys, 
for  should  the  Enemy  prevail  there  it  is  our  opinion  that  our  fleet 
will  be  altogether  annihilated  as  in  that  case  our  retreat  &  resources 
will  be  entirely  cut  ofT  should  we  by  the  enemys  getting  possession 
of  Fort  Mifflin  be  obliged  to  retire  farther  up  we  have  a  sure  retreat 
into  Timber  Creak,  where  all  our  fleet  may  shelter  in  safety,  from 
whence  the  Galleys  might  in  a  very  short  time  salley  out,  &  we  trust 
defeat  any  light  vessels  of  the  enemy  for  which  the  pass  thro'  in  tho 
Intervals  l)etween  the  Chevaux  de  frise  might  be  practicable  but 
those  Veseels  in  such  case  must  meet  with  many  obstructions  not  only 
of  Venturing  thro  almost  impracticable  passes  but  also  exposed  to  the 
fire  of  three  large  batteries  of  ours  on  this  the  Jersey  Shoje.  We  of 
the  Council  are  therefore  unanimously  of  opinion  that  our  forces 
keeping  possession  of  the  Jerseys  depends  altogether  the  preservation 
of  our  fleet,  &  consequently  every  expectation  to  be  formed  from  its 
manuvres  in  future. 
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Fort  Mtfoer  i  past  Nine  a'CIook,  November  18, 1777. 

Id  consequence  of  his  Exoellency  Oen.  Washidgton's  orders  to  us 
to  mqoire  in  oonjnneCioa  wi^h  Gen.  Vamnni,  &  the  officers  of  Fort 
Meroer,  &  of  the  fleet,  into  the  practicability  of  defending  the  Cbea- 
Tanz  ^e  fme  &  preventang  the  Enemy  from  raising  them  and  its 
leing  the  nnanimonsly  opinion  of  the  officers  and  of  uie  Commodore 
&  Cap*  Robeson  (the  eldest  continental  officer  in  the  Navy)  that  the 
fleet  can  be  of  no  service  when  batteries  are  erected  on  Mud  Island  in 
the  defence  either  of  the  River  or  Fort.  We  recommend  it  to  the 
Commodore  with  the  first  &vorable  wind  to  attempt  passing  up  the 
RiTer  past  the  City  of  Philada.,  to  such  place  as  he  judge  proper 
eodeavoaring  in  his  way  to  destroy  the  Delaware  Frigate  by  the 
Kre  ships. 

ARTH.  ST.  CLAIR,  Maj.  Gen. 
(Signed)     BARON  DE  KALB,  Maj.  Gen. 

H.  KNOX,  B.  G.  Artillery. 

To  Commodore  > 
Hailewood.    J 


In  Council  of  War  held  on  boarJ  the  Sloop  Speedwell  o£f  Red  Bank 

19  Nov,  1777. 

Simrtion'd  to  deliberate  on  the  purtioolarity  of  passing  the  City  of 
Fhilada.,  with  the  Ships  or  Vessels  of  the  Continental  and  state  fleet 
on  the  River  Delaware  .that  are  of  too  great  draught  of  water  to  pass 
thro  the  Eastern  or  Jersey  Channell. 

It  is  the  Unanimous  opinion  of  this  Council,  that  such  an  attempt 
ispraetieable  with  a  fresh  of  Wind  in  the  Morning  flood,  in  the  Morn- 
ing of  the  20th  Inst  to  run  such  ships  ft  Vessels  up  the  Western 
Cbannell,  bnt  as  circumstances  are  such  that  their  going  up  cannot 
possibly  be  deferred  beyond  that  time,  as  our  army  have  evacuated 
Bort  Meroer  and  of  Consequence  the  Enemy,  must  be  possessed  of 
that  Fortress,  and  in  course  of  the  whole  Jersey  coast ;  it  is  therefore 
imaniffloualy  determined  that  such  ships  or  Vessels  as  are  constrained 
to  go  up  the  Western  Channel,  be  prepared  with  combustible  mat-  . 
tei  so  IS  to  be  set  instantly  on  fire  and  consumed,  should  the  wind  . 
on  the  said  Morning  flood  not  be  such  as  to  render  their  passage  up 
pneticable.  It  is  also'  unanimously  determined  that  should  the 
Wind  &  weather  be  such  as  to  render  impracticable  the  getting  up 
in  the  Morning  flood,  the  Galleys,  or  other  smaller  Vessels  destined 
for  the  Eastern  Channell  the  same  preparations  be  made  for  burning 
sneh  Galleys  or  Vessels  as  mention'd  in  regard  of  the  rest  &  they 
aoeordingly  set  on  fire  in  prefference  of  their  falling  into  the  hands 
oftheKnemj. 
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CouKciL  TO  James  Msass,  1777. 

In  Ooanoil,  Laao^aler,  Novem'  20tli,  1777. 

Sir, 

It  IB  recommended  by  his  EzoeHency,  Qevl.  Washington,  as  well 
fts  the  President  of  Congress  to  Goonoxl,  That  the  CloathiQg  colleoted 
in  this  State  for  the  nse  of  the  Army  be  immediately  sent  to  Oamp. 
The  foregoing  is  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  Commissioners  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  to  whom  you  will  please  to  give  directions  to 
forward  tne  Oloathing  to  your  assistant  or  deputy  at  Camp,  who  will 
give  two  receipts  fbr  what  may  be  deliyered  to  him,  one  of  which  is 
to  be  sent  to  the  Board  of  Waf>. 

I  am  &o,; 

u  •  S*  U* 
Seo^i  Pro.  Tern. 
Dirededf 
To  James  MeasC;  Esq.,  Cloathier  Qeneral. 


Prbsidbnt  Wharton  to  Oolonsl  MoCalijstbb,  1777. 

In  Oounoil^  Lancaster,'  SO  Nov,  1777. 

Sir, 

Tours  of  the  12th  Instant  I  have  received  &  laid  before  Qoi^nciL 
I  have  it  in  command  to  inform  you  that  we  are  highly  satisfied  witn 
jour  Proceedings  &  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  CounciT  that  you  forbear 
calling  out  the  two  additional  Clashes  of  Militia  until  you  shall  receive 
further  orders  so  to  do, 

T'  very  hble  Serv*, 

T.  W. 

To  Ool.  HcOallister,  Lien^  Yoik  Connty. 
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John  GXiAU^  Jb.,  to  Paul  Zastsehqbr,  1777.    • 

2001  No?S  177T,  8  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Dear  ZanUingery 

I  reo'd  year  favor  some  time  past.  The  acoo*  of  Fort  Mifflin  being 
emeaated,  yon  have  heard  ere  this,  they  eanonaded  it  with  5  large 
ahtpa,  s  Floatiag  Battery  eat  dovm  and  several  Batteries  from  Pro- 
vmee  and  Garpenter'e  Islands — ^it  lasted  12  hoara  without- an  inter- 
missioQ.  On  the  16th,  at  nighty  the  Garrison  left  it,  having  first  sel 
fire  to  the  Barracka  ft  moved  the  Gannon  and  Stores,  'twas  like  a 
riddle  b^ore  they  left  it — ^no  Troops  ever  behaved  with  better 
firmness. 

The  Bnemy,  Lord  Gomwallis,  confessed  day  before  yesterday,  lost 
a  creal  number  of  Brave  fellows,  &  said  'twas  a  onrsed  little  mod 
laknd.  On  ^e  17th,  at  12,  P.  M.,  His  Lordship,  with  8000  British 
ft  Heasian  IVoops,  crossed  the  Schnylkill  at  the  Middle  Ferry  ft  filed 
off  into  the  the  Darby  Road,  nnnotioed,  where  he  surprised  ft  took  a 
Militia  Picket,  in  number  about  80,  with  the  loss  of  1  Captain,  1 
Serg*  Major,  ft  8  PrivatSs  killed  &  several  wounded.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  Ohester,  ft  embarked  on  the  18th  en  board  Transports  ft 
from  thenee  moved  up  to  Billingsport,  disembarked  yesterday  and 
proceeded  to  attack  Red  Bank,  they  were  skirmishing  yesterday  at  4 
P.  M.,  between  the  advanced  parties  at  Mantua  Greek  ft  Woodberry, 
to  day  I  expect  the  matter  decided.  To  morrow  I  hope  Genl. 
Washington  will  attack  Genl.  S'  Wm.  Howe,  a  grand  scene  will  be 
opened.  Potatoes  sell  in  the  City  at  168.  ^  Bushel,  Beef  7s.  6d. 
^  lb,  ft  a  chicken  at  10s.,  this  I  rec'd  from  a  person  out  of  Philad* 
ycBterday.  The  distrees  of  the  Inhabitants  exceeds  any  description 
I  can  give  you,  pray  communicate  this  to  Col.  Donaldson.  The 
Troops  under  his  Lordship  went  to  Jersey  with  the  greatest  reluc- 
tance, swearing  if  they  could  get  away  they'd  never  come  here  to 
fight  again. 

I  am  &o., 

JNO.  CLARK,  Jun'. 

P.  S.  I  dined  at  Chester  yesterday,  caught  a  person  aupplying 
the  enemy  at  the  wharf  with  provision,  the  boat  pushed  off  ana  about 
30  lb  Butter  ft  an  excellept  cheese  fell  into  my  hands. 

Directed, 

To  Paul  Zantiinger;  Esq'. 
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•    ■  .  OotTHon.  TO  Col.  Bkaditobb,  1T77' 

In  Coandl,  Laneaster,  NoTemb«r  20**,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  wrote  to  yoQ  from  Head  Quarters,  I  think  onder  date  the  15^  Inst, 
this  morning  I  received  your  favor  of  the  IQ*^  Inst,  confirming  the 
^isagreeahle  account  of  the  evacuation  of  Fort  Mifflin,  this  I  look 
upon  as  highly  advantageous  to  the  Enemy,  it  has  however  beea 
defended  by  the  Officers  k  Men  with  great  bravery  &  resolution,  the 
same  good  conduct  I  am  afraid  has  not  influenced  the  Officers  &  Men 
of  our  fleet,  complaints  has  been  made  that  sevftal  of  the  Galliea 
refused  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  Commodore  to  engage  the  krge 
East  India  Ship,  which  if  they  had,  much  ^;ood  might  havQ  resulted 
from  it,  I  wrote  to  the  Commodore  on  this  subject  and  requested 
him  to  order  an  immediate  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Officers, 
«nd  if  found  guilty  I  hoped  they  would  be  immediately  punished, 
I  flatter  myseu  this  step  has  been  adopted  and  that  every  Coward  ft 
.Traitor  may  be  punished  ft  discarded.        ^ 

The  deslrantion  of  the  Fire  Bafts,  occasioned  by  Tempestuous 
Wheether,  is  a  mortifying  Circumstance  to  me  as  I  expeoted  great 
matters  from  them.  I  hope  you  will  fall  upon  some  plan  to  refit  a 
Dart  of  them  so  as  to  make  them  Servicable  the  remainder  of  the 
Season,  and  if  this  is  practicable  I  beg  no  pains  may  be  spared  by 
the  Navy  Board  to  effect  it.  Indeed  I  am  certain  there  will  not,  but 
that  every  nerve  will  be  exerted  to  prevent  the  Enemy  Ships  passing 
the  Chevaux  De  Frize;  the  season  is  far  advanced  and  I  hope  ere 
long  their  Ships  must  retire  or  be  forced  ashore  by  ice,  so  that  I 
,  flbitter  myself  some  method  will  be  devised  to  frustrate  the  designs  of 
the  Enemy  notwithstanding  the  loss  of  Fort  Mifflin. 

Council  is  taking  measures  to  procure  Whiskey,  Shoes,  Stockings, 
&c.,  for  the  Fleet  which  shall  be  sent  as  soon  as  procured,  and  a  sup- 
ply of  money  shall  be  forwarded  to  you  ft  the  Commisary,  Mr  Crispin, 
Tery  shortly,  as  I  hope  the  Treasury  will  soon 'be  replenished.  Con- 
tinue your  advices  and  exertions  for  the  Publick  good  which  will 
greatly  oblige 

Sir, 

your  very  Hum*.  Servant. 

Directed. 
Coll.  Bradford  of  the  State  Navy  Board. 
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Luituter^  No^mber  SH^  1777^   i 
Peoosjlraiua  fl0. 
[L.  s.]  To  ibe  Kaepef  Df  the  Common  Qtrnk  of  laiwiato  flbttely> » 

If  hereas  Joliii  Brown  appears  ly  his  own  Voluntary  ConfeBdon* 
before  ns^  to  have  aided  and  assisted  the  Enemies  of  this  Common- 
vetlth  at  open  war  against  this  State,  and  to  have  formed  Combina- 
tioDs  with  them  for  betcayioj^^  tbe  United  States  into  their  bands, 
fbese  are  therefore  to  require  and  Command  yon  to  receive  the  said 
John  Brown  into  the  Common  Goal  of  Sud  County  and  him  Safely 
Keep  there,  in  Close  and  Secure  Custody,  until  he  Shall  be  thence 
discharged  by  the  further  orddr  of  this  Council  or  the  Supre^i^ 
Executive  Coundl  at  this  State  and  not  otherwise. 

And  for  your  so  doing  this  shall  be  your  sufficient  warrant. 

By  ordetr  of  Ooancil,  .     , 

TJaO»  WHARTON,  iv»^  FmK 
▲  tnn  Cop j« 

B«ie.  G«N*ii  Wati^b  to  Pubs.  Whamoit,  1777. 

'  ffemp  at  WMte  March,  22»«  Kovr.,  1777.'   ' 

I 

,  ■  .  It 

Sir,  *         ' 

I  take  the  liberty  to  suggest  some  Ijints  to  your  Excellency  which 
nntcrially  Concerns  the  Honor,  safety  and  Consequence  of  a  Statd 
which  was  held  in  high  Bstocm,  but  froiA  i^e  supineness  of  ^6me  and 
Bbafiection  of  Others,  is  fast  Dwindling  in  tliat  Consequence  vfhich- 
I  wish  to  see  it  hold^  and  which  I  know  it  can  maintain  among  tho 
other  States: 

Tour  HiKtia  act  allowing  Substitujtcs,  6nd  to  whom  is  given  so) 
Enormous  a  bounty,  will  of  itself  in  a  short  iiu^e  reduce  yon  mor^ 
Aan  all  the  other  accumulated  expenses  of  the  "War,  and  unless 
hnmediatd^  put  a  slop  to,  wiU  InevitaNy  prctvent  your  Continental' 
Beeiment  Inom  recr^ng  a  i^gle  man,  so  that  we  shall  take  the' 
Field  the  next  Campaign  with  not.one  fifth  part  of  our  Quota,  whilst 
other  States  are  exerting  eVery  power  to  l^^mplete,  ana*  will  effeot 
thefiJlmt^ofth^'r'Begtraenta.       '  ' 

The  few  Yroopd  you  hnveMO  second  to  xionOriuihe  iteld,  ihey 
Ittre  steped  tbe  fiist  for^lo^y,  tbey  want.V^t  proper  auention  to.«up^, 

*  See  it,  Col.  Beo.  VoL  Sf.y  848-lj:-' ■     j  I'' i-  ■  •  J- 
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port  tbe  sinking  credit  of  this  jrtate,  and  to  bold  that  Gonseqmnoo  in 
the  Eyes  of  the  Wotld  whieb4it  one  day  we  IM  a  right  to  Claim. 

Letjme  Intreat  your  Exoellency  to  devise  some  effectual  measure  for 
filling  of  yonr  Regiments  ss  speedily  as  PossiUa,  and  at  all  events  to 
protitfo  tor  Ibe.Obtbinfl^of  yowr  ov(d  Troops  in  the  best  and  neatest 
manner,  for  however  trifling  the  article  of  a  neat  Uniform,  may  appeav 
in  the  Eyes  of  some  Gentlemen,  yet  I  am  Confident  thst  it  was  the 
Chief  £te{^Mit  3ii  Inming  the  British  Army,  it  was  that,  which 
daring  the  last  year's  Campaini  in  Canada,  that  raised  the  credit  of 
the  Penns'*  sq  wr  above  the  Troops  from  the  other  States,  and  it  ia 
that  which  is  like  to  give  the  Eastren  Troops  the  lead  the  present 
Campaign. 

Sir,  it  raises  tbe  men  in  their  own  Idea,  it  causes  a  laudable  prida 
which  in  a  Soldier  is  a  subsUtute  for  almost  every  other  Virtue^ 
make  a  Soldier  ashamed  of  committing  a  mean  action  it  answers  every 
purpose  of  Virtue. 

For  my  own  part  I  would  sooner  Bisque  my  Life,  Reputation  and 
the  fate. of  America  at  the  Head  of  five  thousand  Troops  neatly  Uni- 
formed' than  with  double  that  number  equally  armed  &  disciplined^ 
covered  with  rags  and  Crawling  with  Vermin. 

As  CteatiNaef s  is  ever  Conducive  to  Health  &  no  where  more  so 
than  in  an  Army,  by  providing  for  your  Troops  yon  will  sot  olily 
endear  them  to  you  but  will  save  more  lives  than  all  the  Sons 
£sculapitu  aided  by  the  whole  powers  of  the  Materia  Mtdxca, 

I  am  informed  that  Congress  have  Recommended  to  this  State  to 
provide  ^)i|nkets  &  otb|B|^  Qloatbing.  I  had  previously  ordered  Mr. 
jPaul  Zantzinger,  of  Lancaster  to  use  every  exertion  to  procure  whafc 
Cloa^jf  g  be  possibly  couM  for  oar  poor  worthy  naked  fellows,  he 
Informs  me  by  the  Enclosed  Letter  that'  he  has  met  with  considerable 
success  but  is  in  want  of  a  sum  of  money  to  Complete  it. 

Will  your  Ezeellency  be  kind  enough  to  order  him  to  be  furnished 
with  the  sum  he  Mentions  and  appoint  him  or  some  other  suitable 
person  to  procure  doathing  for  the  Troops  of  this  State>  &  for  which 
you  can  discount  with  Congress. 

If  the  Cloathing  which  is  now  providing  get  into  the  hands  of  the 
Cloathier  General  our  proportion  will  be  very  small,  and  our  troops, 
deprived  of*  these  articles  which  they  have  some  claim  toinprefference 
to  others,  as  they  are  provided  by  my  Order. 
.  I  wish  I  may  be  happy  enough  to  meet  you  in  sentipient,  as  I  anu 
well  convinced  that  much  depends  on  your  State  inching  a respectabia 
Appearance  in  the  fields  and  by  which  alone  it  can  support  its  Con-^ 
flcqucncc.     '  .       . 

Interim  I  am  yoifr  Excellencies  , 

*  Most  Ob*  &  very  HumV  Serv*,  j 

.....'.  ■    xm't  X^AYNB.  , 

I  DirecUd. — Oo'Publick  Service.  His  Excelletacj  Thomas  Whar-^ 
ton,  Esqr.,  in  Lancaster.  '  Rec'd  ifcc.  2. 

Favour'd  Id  Qeftf  gir.  qiair*      ,  ,       .  > 
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I 

O0MM118.  o«  CiOTHiHe  TO  Prw.  Wbamoit,  177T. 

* 

Betding,  N«veaiber-22, 1777. 

Sir,  •    ■  '  ' 

Agreeable  to  joar  orders  of  the  8  Cnrreiit|.  wee  (he  CommiBsioQexA 
Beet  in  ordei>  for  to.  <?oi»ifU  Q&  proper  Steptf?*        ,.. 

Henry  Crisiy  Esqr.,  Ghareman^  Paniel  ITdree,  Sec*,  Henry  HaIIer| 
John  Lower,  Jacob  Seller^  Neatban  Lewis^  Finding  that  the  bnisneft 
Bequested  of  us  in  this  County  10  to  Extensave  to  goe  throw  for  the, 
Number  of  Members  unless  we  are  impower'd  to  Nomenate  proper 
Persons  in  each  Township  to  Collect  the  ArteckeU  Mentioned  in  your 
order.  We  therefore  beg  leave  to  purpose  to  your  Honourable' 
Body  that  you'll  take  it  into  your  Consideration  and  order  us  such 
AsufltaDce  as  will  Effectually  inable  us  to  ffoe  throw  the  Buisnesa 
requested  of  ns^  In  the  meantime  we  will  dp  all  that  lays  in  oar 
JPover. 

We  are  Sir  with  Bespeot 

¥ow  Obedi  fiamb*  Bfr% 

HENRY  CHRIST, 

HENRY  HALLEB; 

DAN'L  UDBEE, 

NATHAN  LEWIS, 

JOHN  LOWER, 

JACOB  8ELIBR. 

NB.  We  wish  to  be  informed  of  the  Name  of  the  Cloather  General.^ 

X/wecCsoi 

Exellenoe  Thomas  WhartOD;  Jn'^  Prendeni  ait  LaiKMler. 


Col.  Wm.  Brabfoud  fo  Pkbs.  Whahton,  177T. 

iSuflingfon,  Noi^cmr.  92d;  1777. 

Hy last  to  yonf* fexcelleney  was  th^  16**,f  uifertoing  of  the  Evkctf- 
ifion  of  Fort  Mifflin.  . . Aft^r  the  enemy  got  Possession  of  tbat  Posi 
tbey  were  very  still,  firing  but  two  or  three  shot.  Our  Fleet  dropt 
something  higher  tip,  but  not  out  of  reach  of  their  ^im^..  TtitsdaV 
iDoroing  m  large  .Fleet  o^ ships  came  up  tbjBiUlngs^ort,  which  proved 
to  he  Oeneral  Clinton  With'  a  number  or  Troops 'fh)m  New  Tork| 
which  he  landed  at  Billingsport.    Various  were  the  aco*«  of  thdr 

*  See  page  88.   • '         i         ^      t  Page  11. 
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BQmben,  from  three  to  six  thoiuaiid  tnen.  Tbe  Gommodove  md 
Cap^  Jl^lr^Oi  .irilh  ilbff  IfM^  #ffiMr%  ^epwilie^,  frkem  i^  W90  jtbo't 
oar  Fleet  comd  not  possibly  support  Red  Bank,  as  they  must  lay 
witH^  .B|iot  t>f  0kf  Ba|t^rie0  the  £nemy  might  erect  on  the  wharves 
at  Fort  Mifflin.  The  officers  of  the  garrison  also  seemed  to  thinkv 
they  most  abandon  the  Fort  soon,  as  they  oonld  not  ho^d  out  a' 
^gular  d6ige>  Wednesday  Evening  Qenerals  Kuox,  6t.  DMt  & 
Cium  came  from  Head  Qoarten,  and  their  bpihitni  wa«,  thM'tlM^ 
Fleet  proceed  np  and  endaaypw:  to  paw  hy  the  City  as  soon  as  pos- 
sijble.  .  Tbarsday  morning  before  Day^  the  Commodore  ordered  the 
13  Galleys  to  go  close  up  under  Cobpers  JPerry/lt  being  quite  calta« 
!)rbey  accordingly  proceeded  and  got  up  tritbout  being  dUcoveted.' 
Tbe  Continental  vessels  with  the  Province  ships  &  shallops  were 
ordered  to  take  the  first  good  wind  &  push  by,  but  no  wind  blowing, 
i^nd  the  Fovt  at  Bed  Bank  being  left.  On  Friday  morning  the  Brig 
ConventioUi  Capt.  Bi^e,  the  Schooner  Delaware,  Capt.  £yreS|  with' 
all  tbe  sballop^  ezeept  two  that  was  sent  into  Timber  Creek  to  Un- 
load, with  some  Gcwrd  Boats  that  was  left;  got  under  way  but  was 
soon  discovered,  and  a  very  hot  fire  of  shot  iind  shells  fVom  the  Towa* 
&  Frigate  began  on  them.  The  schooner  was  drove  ashore  between^ 
the  Two  Ferries  &  set  on  Fire,  and  one  of  tbe  aecommodation  shallops 
was  drove  ashore,  the  rest  all  gol  ty.  AiOek  tke  kbove  tessels  sailed, 
there  being  iiO  M\%d:,  (her  t)cbtincntal  Brig  Andora  Dona,  Xebechs, 
Kepuls&and  Champion,  sloops  Race  Horse  &  Fly,  with  the  Provinoe 
ships  and  two  Floating  Batteries,  were  set  on  Fire  and  burnt,  which 
made  a  most  terrible  eotofiagration,  to  the  great  joy  of  our  cruel  & 
wicked  eliemies,  a6d  mufoh  to  the  depression  of  my  spirits. 

I  am  noi#  here  albne,.O0|[ht.  Blewer  &  Cox  being  gone  Home,  but 
hope  will  be  hero  again»  Mr.  Crispin  is  here,  but  has  no  money. 
I  have  6000  dollars,  as  much  as  possible  shall  spare  him.  We  abail 
be  very  Happy  in  receiving  your  Ezcellency^S  advice  in  B^gard  to 
the  Fleet.  The  men  are  badly  doathed,  want  shoes  &  stooknigB^ 
and)ieir<maby)iiiU.dbllerirlo  th^  Snefiiy. 

We  have  now  here  Thirteen  Galleys,  the  Brig  Convention,  and 
Four  Shallops. 

It  is  astonishing  to  think  of  the  Precipitate  retreat  from  Fort 
Mero^  .fltey  >cieeped  l^bterjiiiAl^d  !|iot-  to  see  ^e.  ^Ifll^inj.  >How 
General  Yernam  will  account  for  this  Conduct,  others  must  judge. 
Th.d^ ,  ira$  «t  4he  B^t  Mid  mt  Woodberry  at  least  1800  men. 
Thursflay^  General  Huntington  with  ,1200  meng^crQw^d  DunVs 
£*erry^  AOing^down  to  tbeit  assistance^  but.  were  turned  back  jester- 
3*J.  PJ  Geijeral  .Vernam,  atid  ve  all  now  at  Mount  Holly. '  Yester- 
day^ General  Green  got  ever  to  this  .City  will^  ?000  men,  also  on 
Aielr  wagr.  toBedBank,  80  that  had  the  Fort  itaadea  Small  shew  ol* 
jSieaifit^c^  a^elief ,  voujd  Mto  oomc  and  a^^gble  iF^leet  haYe  bf  eii! 
Mve(i<.  •     ' 

.!!  •.^..  I  ;       *  See  page  20.   .:  .  \' •.  j  -. .  .  * 


The  TtovpB  tre  j«ift  BttrAfd  htm  htn,  tnd  Mwre  are  all  gm| 
down  to  Bad-  Baaku    • 

lam 

Yottr^Isoelleaay'a     i 

.     Moat  B>^  Serv*, 

WM.  BRADFORD. 

t 

If  aoma  I'^fy  fgi4#4>e  ^«i|t  d^wn  j|r  woiiM  b^'pf  gra4  sarrioe. 

Dtrectedf 

To  Hia  Exoelleaoy  Tho-  Wharton,  Eaq%  President  of  tbe  Siata 
of  Panaylyaniai  at  Lanoaater^  on  Public  aervica. 


Jofiv  Cox  TO  Pbbsibskt  Whaeton,  1777. 

Monot  Hidi^i  Nov'  2Uj^  17TT.  • 

In  answer  to  your  favor  of  the  Wth  Inst.,*  whict  T  tWs  woniinjg 
BeoeiTed  by  Mr.  Davidson,  I  am  'to  ioform  yda  that  a  pay  or  two 
after  1  received  orders  from  Council  relative  to  the  pprahase  of  Mr.. 
Mottfa  Land  fbr  the  \)se  of  the  salt-works,  I  was  called  upon  by  Mr. 
Savage^  who  shewed  me  a  number  of  proposals  which  he  had  jusli 
Received  from  Mr.  Mott  touching  the  Premises,  &  which  X  under- 
stood were  in  eon^edtictice  of  some  overtures  made  by  him  to  Mott 
Bometino  beforO;  &  that  he  had  determined,  provided  it  was  agreeable 
t^  the  Council,  to  strike  with  him  for  part  of  the  Tract  for  which  T 
liadtMen  in'treaty,'contalnftg  about  fourteen  hundred  acres,  A  that 
be  thought  it  would  be  most  advisable  that  the  purchase  should  be 
left  intirely  to  him.  I  afterwards  saw  him  at  Cooper's  Ferry  on 
Ha  Tctum  home,  ^  understanding  from  him  ths^  it  was  determined 
*en  by  the  Ooundl  to  m^  th^  purchase  above  mentioxred,  ft  that 
Mr.  Mott  had  gi^en  him  an  orde^  on  his  |tgent,  Mr.  Salter^  for  the 
Daeda  of  CMreyanee  icUtive  to  the  Viremises,  I  took  it  for  granted 
that  my  interposiDg  any  further  in  the  matter  would  be  r^&er  Ht 
nir»aa/therefitfe  entirely  dropad  t)ie  aubject^  iipt  dout^wg  tha^  aa 
Mr.  Sava^p  waa  well  acquainted  with  evny  pairt  of  the  Paepsoaea, 
that  the  part  h^  h^i  agreed  for  would  anawi^r  i^U  hia  pirposea.  Mit. 
JBavag^  kavioc  mode  tfaa  purchase  I  should  tb^nSf.  it  woq^  ba  nioi|^ 
proper  to  aen^tfie  money  to  him  rather  th^  pf?  ni|s- .  t  doubt  nojb 
Int  that  Mr.  ftavid^n  loll  on  hia  xeturn  h^  a^le  to  give  you  f uU 
iatisfiiction  tonohing  the  Premises.    I  flatter  myself  that  i(  ia  neea- 

.       «fiaaMftDm.   .      ..  .      i 
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kn  to  imfam  yim  (Utt  if  I  etir  mt  aiiy.nfim  be  seWiaeabM^  to  Hr. 
8a?ftge,  as  your  agent,  it  will  give  particular  pleaMre  to 

Sir, 

Your  mMt  Obafieni 

Hamble  Servanty 

JOHN  COX. 

Directed^ 

The  H<m^  TlitniiM  Whartdtt,  Hscf,  F^<kAt  of  tbe  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  at  Lancaster. 

Fav'  by  CoL  Matlaok. 


EXTBACT    OF  A    LETTER    HLOM  ..GSNEEAL    WASHIKaTON    TO 

CONQBBSS. 

NovrM,  1777. 

"  It  baa  been  tbe  unvaried  custom  of  tbe  enemy  from  the  com- 
m^poemelU  of  tbe  presoDt  eonteat  to  try  every  artifice  and  device  to 
delude  tbe  people.  The  message  through  John  Brown  was  caWft* 
lated  for  this-end.*  I  am  surprised  M'.  WilUug  should  suffer  him* 
self  to  be  imposed  on  by  such  flimsy  measures.^  He  knows  th%fc 
there  is  a  plain  obvious  way  for  Gen'  &  Lord  Howe  to  oommunioato 
any  proposals  they  wish  to  make  to  Congress  without  the  interveB- 
tion  of  a  second  £  third  hand.  But  thb  would  not  suit  their  viewa. 
I  am  sorry  M^  Brown  should  have  been  the  bearer  of  the  message, 
as  from  the  character  I  have  had  of  hixQi  he  is  a  worthy,  well  disposed 
man.  It  has  been  frequently  mentioned  that  he  had  interested 
himself  much  in  behalf  of  our  prisoners,  and  had  afforded  them 
every  relief  &  comfort  his  circumstances  would  allow  him  to  give/'- 


ObNBBAL  JoHK  AbMBIBONO  TO  PBBSIDBNT  WflABTOV|  1777* 

Camp  at  White  Maiab,  23d  Nov.^^  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

'  This  morning  yotrr  favour  of  tbe  21st  is  come  to  bapd.  L*  Corn* 
iralKs  is  gone  over  to  Billingaport,  with  a  design,  as  we  understoodi 
to  attack  Red  bank.  General  Green  with  bis  own  Division,  and  Hunt- 
ingdons  Brigade  is  two  days  ago  sent  to  counteract  bim,  &  suocomr 
the  GarriscAi  if  it  should  remain  until  his  arrival,  and  Huntingdon  for 

the  same  purpose  marched  one  day  sooner.    The  General  ordered 

• 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  XI.  p.  846. 

t  See  AaonjmOm  Ummtm,y.  M^  also  p.  46. 
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fide  &  joioe  G^  Greev^  wbieb  together  with  T^n&utuV  Tfoops  (CoU 
Smith's  Reg^  onlj  exeepted,  who  are  ocder'd  to  Camp  forrefre&bmeDi) 
k  aome  Jefaej  Militia  will  render  Groeo's  CSommaod  re^Motable  4b 
ve  bc^  sapeiiof  to  tint  of  Goniirillis',  unleas  he  ia  join'd  by  U10 
vhok  of  tbeir  teiBforoemant  Ivam  New  York^  which  to  us  i9  yet  ^ 
maltar  of  aDoertaTQ^,  a«  ia  the  real  namber  taken  out  of  Philad^ 
iorae  ealliag  it  three  thcmsaady  otbeia  two,  aud  aooordipg  to  0om# 
but  fifteen  husdred — ^you  know  they  have  ako  three  or  faur  houdred 
at  BiUinnport. 

What  tbeae  moTemeots  into  the  Jeraeya  may  produce  is  yet  unknown 
as  Cooper'a  Ferry  in  the  Yiew  of  a  Post  may  at  onee  be  an  object  to 
us  &  to  the  Saenay.  From  the  last  of  Vemum's  letters  which  I  have 
aeeDy  the  eTaenation  of  Bed  Bank  cou'd  not  be  fairly  infered,  ho  sak) 
that  upon  a  reeolution  of  the  ehipiug  to  deeline  any  further  effort 
(the  veaaei  which  lay  detached  elose  by  Mud  Island  being  covered 
by  their  land  Batteries)  the  soldiery  had  left  Bed  bank  &  strewed  th^ 
area  or  floor  of  the  Fort  over  with  Gunpowderi  yet  in  the  sequel  of 
bis  letter  intimated  that  the  garrison  shou'd  reenter  as  Oornw^UHf 
bad  not  moved  and  he  wou'd  hold  it  nnti}  the  jQeneral's  farther 
orders  should  arrive— on  the  whole,  I  rather  think  it  is  evacuated. 
What  General  Green  will  attempt,  whether  a  reentry  by  part  of  his 
Command,  an  attack  on  Comwallis,  or  a  possession  of  Cooper's 
Ferry,  are  things  with  the  movements  of  the  Enemy  on  that  side, 
web  J  have  wailed  to  inform  you  of,  Genl.  Ried  is  just  now  left 
me  for  bead  Qoarten^'where  he  will  have  the  latest  intelligence,  has 
promised  to  write  and  supply  the  defects  of  my  letter^  your  Express 
shall  cany  both. 

On  the  subject  of  a  visit  to  Philad*,  a  full  Council  has  been  held, 
reedv'd  in  the  negative,  were  not  the  fortified  lines  in  the  way  the 
wishful  conjecture  I  see  on  the  face  of  yrs,  wou'd  have  been  very 
natural  add  to  this,  our  Northern  reinlbreements,  now  here,  were  not 
then  arrived  &  require  a  tittle  resfi  What  is  to  follow  must  be  the 
result  of  farther  deliberation,  which  may  heaven  direct.  Our  Militia 
on  both  sidea  the  Schuilkill  may  be  about  2,400.  One  hundred  of 
which  we  cannot,  yet  arm  undl  others  are  discharged.  I  have  sent 
off  more  arms,  wanting  repairSjto  AUentown,  together  with  the  fitted 
Ammunition  for  the  two  Iron  Canon,  Coll.  Eayrs  not  having  artillery 
men  to  work  them,  and  the  Guns  themselves  being  rather  unwieldly 
for  the  field,  I  have  sent  bac^  to  Coll.  Antisses  as  a  place  of  safety. 
By  the  return  of  the  ammunition  wagons  I  expect  a  parcel  of  repaired 
arms^  which  Coll.  Henry  is  to  sendoff.  On  Saturday  last  the  Enemy 
sent  a  party  &  Burnt  Mr.  Dickison's  House  &  the  Light  Horse 
Qnarfters,  some  where  in  that  neighbourhood.  On  condition  they 
^ou'd  advance,  six  hundred  of  my  division  Marched  to  annoy  theni 
ott  the  wiaga,  but  their  party  returned  to  Town,  declaring  that  as  of 
yeatenky,  ttiey  wou'd  burn  Jermantown,  when  two  Divisions,  Contir 
Mtttaly  moved  dowA  tkat.w^^^  but  noitiung  of  that  sort  baa  yet  b#en 


ifi '        mstt^s^rAMA  ifiCffit^g  imi 


difttel J  from  New  York,  «rfaM'd  Im  Unded  ftbovl  eigfat  weeln  tgo,  siifl 
ftays  about  twro  ibovsaiid  of  «  relafbroeaeiit  thea  knded  tl-  Neir 
York,  ofio  hftlf  wore  fieafiiiiift  the  otkov  Briii^;  Miled  tHtk^r  ^tmos 
Caldwell,  dotnttodore.  That  GSfBton  had  iMftiiltl  8*9  dumaatfi 
Ikien  at  New^  York  &  tihe  bviroo*  ^whoti  bo  nado  Ao  ostefpriBO'  np 
N.  Biver.  That  fokxt  tkotiaa&d  of  IhoBO  are  eoot  to  O^  Holre,  wkiei 
Ire  Uiitikft  ttOet  be  (B-oar  Ri^er  Mveral  days  ago.  That  the  oHi^ 
lialf  Olkitoa  letdM  at;  Aks^B  Bridge^  Long  &  Btattoo  lakads. 

Last  week  one  of  Gonl.  Potters  gaard,  consistiDg  of  abotU  88  mea^ 
^ttd  miptiifiAf  tidceft  or  woatidod  at  the  blew  BM^  by  Oomwallia' 
^rty  oa  their  march  to  Chester  A  MHt^gsport.- 

I^Di  dorry  to  say  aay tbkig  of  boir  afatpiog  as  I  dOBt  perfeolly  kaoir 
ibeir  aitnattoA,  bat  every  tale  is  against  theai  and  that  seveMl  of 
them  on  their  way  up  the  BSv«r  were  aground  &  Bomt,  partleuhirly 
ibe  Sba^baoks^  fjoatiog  Batterys  k  ibo  Proviaee  ship  1  Tbis-  Bvaat 
Jbeowing  to  soaio  unaoooantable  eondaot,  perhaps  Genl.  Ried'a  Utuk 
inay  be  more  ezpltcit  on  fjik  disagreable  OTeot*  'Tis  said  Oell* 
BmUh  will  not  aooept  hie  sword  (the  gifi  of  Ooitgress)  biscattse  otib 
bath  been  order'd  for  Haaeli^od^  as  to  the  Fleet  be  inapatba  tie  losB 
of  Fort  Islatid. 

IimSlr, 

With  great  respect, 

Y'  E^ceeUeno^a  most  bl^ab!  Sei^V 

JOHSr  ARMSTRONG.  ' 

PresidcYit  Wharton  1- 
and  CouQoiL      J 

.     .      ,     iLecM  Novem.  26lh.  . 

Dimctedf 

To.Bia  fixeeilflncy^  Tbioa.  Wbarimit  Eaqr^  Pceaidfint  Qf  Ahe  Stat^ 
of  P«iLDttyI%  Jjaticastor.    (Da  the  fttUkk  Seivieo* 

By  rettirriiDf)  .  .  v        . 

ibe  Estpveas.  J  ' 


David  Hab&is  to  Pbesid^vx  Whartoit^  J1777« 

■ 

Sanbuzy,  24ih  JSTo^emberv  1777. 
Bif, 

2  reoeiTed  your  letter  with  the  Sheriff'e  Commiastofi  H'  inolosed^ 
bttt  Mr.  Lodge  bariag  set  off  for  Lanoaster  befbfe  yoar  letter  eame 
to  Hand,  ^t  it  oat  of  my  power  to  have  your  Dimtiooa  exeented 
till  ab*  six  days  siaee,  as  ndtbdig  oe«*d  bo  done-  witboft  bis  pmMioa^ 
^  ^hkva  the plebHaiM  to ii»fsMa^eii<UiMl^tbiiiJi> tioaa^tbei^'ppitf- 


noe  of  Hatters  the  Court  will  be  opened  to-morrow  to  yonr  satisfao* 
^tfOf  es  ihe  People  wliaii«re.tokett  the  Oeth  Aire  extreftaUy  ibwl  of 
HMkring  the  Courte  are  to  be  openea  k  will  Vm  sure'  exert  *  ^Dcm- 
8elvee4e  promote  ik  As  X  em  obliged  to  go  to  oemp  immediately, 
after 'the  Dnmuefls  of  Court  is  o?er,  in  order  to  settle  with  my  Compan^u 
iball  omit  sending  the  Bond,  as  I  intend  taking  Lanoaster  in  my  wtfy 
t  fiielitering  it  mysetfJ 

And  am, 

With  due  Be^pect,  I 

Your  iQost  9bi*  Svf,  .  I 

PAVn>  HAHHfS.  ' 
K.  BL  Ie«¥ei7JpraehBuiied;^prepiKiAge£Jboefbc:t2MiM^ 


■    I     • 


To  His  Bfxcellency,  Thomas  Wliart6ii;  Jan"j  Ooyerno?  Ad,  bt 
yennsyhaiiia,  Lancaster.  .    .    1  ..-  b 

:> 


Couircn.  to  CotLiBcroRff  of  CLOTHnra,  1777. 

In  Oomml  of  fMBty, 

Lancaster;  Noy.  24th,  1777.  * 
Qent% 

Tour  letter  of  22nd*  Inst,  is-re^^y  Council.  They  have  no  objeo- 
tion  to  your  nominating  such  persons  to  assist  you  in  Colleoting  the 
CknthiD^  Ac.  in  Berks  County  as  yon  may  think  neoessary; 

As  tJbe  evtielee  when  edileeted  «i^  io'be  sent'  to  4)aii^p)  yon  iill 
therefore  Correspond  with  James  Mease,  Esq',  Clothier  Qenl.  in  this 
Tova  or  'Kemyet;  kii  deputy  at  Head  Quarters. 

Yours  &c.| 

'    A.  8.  H.,  Sees^y  Pib;  Ttai. 

IXneCed,  '  / 

To  Henry  Christ,  Henry  Hatler,  Dapl:  Ucbe^,  Nathan  ^-ewi«| 
John  Lower  &  Jacob  Seltzer;  Reading.  '       '  ^ 
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*     WlLLTAM  BtJCHANATSr  TO  PRESIDENT  VThARTON,  17tT.    ' 

Lancaster,  24th  Novem**,  IVTT. 

GentlemeD. 

From  the  Aoconnts  which  the  Purchasing  CommissMys  h^^ 
tranmitted  to  me  and  which  I  have  laid  before  CdngresSy  it  appearsi 
that  the  price  fixed  for  wheat  by  the  Hpnorable,  the  Council  of  Safety 
for  your  State,  altho'  sufficiently  liberal,  is  not  enough  so  to  satisfy 
many  avaricious  People.  That  tliey  oonsequently  refuse  to  sell  or 
thresh  for  sale  any  of  that  Article,  unless  their  exorbitant  demands 
are  complied  with.  If  this  selfish  oonduct  is  continued  the  Army 
nilBt  anmtably  wa&t  SMi4  v^rj  MKm.-  OcmpptB  tevB  therdbre 
ordered  me  to  Gamp,  there  to  apply  for  such  force  as  may  be  Mtes^ 
sary  to  seize  and  thresh  wheat  sufficient  for  the  Consuiiiptioa'  of 
the  Troops.  Thts  manner. of  obtaining  stppUes  being  eztreamly 
Jlisagreieahle  I  trouble  yon  ^enflemen  for  your  advice  and  Assistance 
in  advising  some  mode  that  may  prevent  the  necessity  of  using  force. 

lam, 

Qent% 

Y'  mo.  ob»  hble  Serv*, 

WM.  BUCHANAN,  C.  0..of  P. 

Directed^ 

To  the  Hon'ble  Thomas  Wharton, .Esquire,  President,  .and  the 
Executive  Oounoil  of  the  province  Pennsylvania. 


Colonel  John  Fipb&  to  Pebsidevt  Wharton,  1777. 

iMQMtaTj  Nov  24, 1777*  : 
Sir, 

I  w^Id  beg  leMre  to  Enfofm  that  in  Consequence  of  a  Commission 
from  the  Supream  Executive  Council  of  this  State  apointiag  me 
Lieu*  of  Bedford  County,  for  the  Purpose  of  Mustering  and  Classing 
the  Militia  of  s**  County,  notwithstandiilg  the  Opposition  and  diffi- 
culty that  atended  the  Buisnesa  we  Have  been  able  to  goe  so  fart 
into  it  that  we  have  form'd  the  a^  Militia  into  Battallions  and  like- 
wise into  Companys  and  Classed,  agreeable  to  an  Act  of  Assembly, 
Pass'd  for  that  Purpose.  But  frotn  our  distance  and  other  Disadvan- 
tages Have  not  been  able  to  obtain  Comissions,  therefore  Prays 
that  Comissions  may  be  granted,  and  as  our  Militia  Have  Been 
and  are  still  a  Calling  upon  not  only  to  Guard  our  own  frontiers,  but 
likwise  to  Escort  Provisions  and  other  Carriages  to  Fort  Pit,  and  a 


wBsmrmjjitu  ijotmstaa  inn.         u 


mmber  of  <mr  Mililia  Haye  Been  calPd  upon  to  joyne  Gennrall 
Httrfy  tn^  m BO  Frovwia  faaeetei  Sem  made  fot  tho  fiiym^  or 
Eqnipm^  of  these  meo^  who  Dotwithstandiog  these  diffienltysy  Have 
Staled  fotA  in  J>QleB0O.of  Aw  Oonntry  and  are  atill  Ready  to  apear 
IB  its  Detfenoe.  I  would  therefore  Pray  in  Behalf  of  s*  County  th^^ 
ProTision  for  the  Pay  and  Eqnipm^  of  these  Men,  whe  are  ealld  into 
tctaal  aehrice,  may  Be  Procured.  These  Considerations  I  would  beg 
Leave  to  submit,  in  hopes  your  Ezcellancy  will  Grant  such  suplys  a^ 
our  neoeasitys  require. 

I  have  Sir, 

.  .  The  Honour  to  be  y'  i 

EwMileney'a  flioat  obed't 

•     And  very  HHe  Scrv*, 

JOHN  PIPEE.  ; 

Directed^  < 

To  Hifl  Excellancj,  Presidantof  the Sofream  Sxeootiva  Oonaoil 
of  Pennaylvania.  .  :, 


BOABD  OT  WaB  To  PftHBIMitT  WhABTON,  1777. 

(Circular.) 

War  Office,  Nov.  25, 1777;.  ' 

Sir, 

I  am  directed  to  request  you  forthwith  to  transmit  to  the  Board 
of  War  the  several  Acts  of  Assembly  or  Ordinanoes  of  your  State 
for  the  regulation  of  yonr  Militia,  and  that  yon  will  send  from  time 
to  time  any  new  Begulations  on  tjiis  subject.  I  am  to  entreat  vo^r 
immediate  eompliinee  with  this  requeet,  and  iihM>  that  you  will  there* 
with  send  a  List  of  the  Officers  appointed  by  your  State  in  the  Con- 
tinental Army,  with  their  respective  Ranks  and  Dates  of  Commission 
agMedile  to  a  fbnnaf  iialier'fipom  the  Boa;^.  Asa  saw  Department 
k  aslaUlshed  by  Oeogiess  for  the  Begulaftioii  of  the  Army  it  is  hepei 

C\  Witt  Milder  them  eVe^a^sistanee  ia  thik  business,  and  patlioil- 
ly  in  the  Articles  herein  requested.  » 

1  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  the  greatest  Bespect, 

xpur  very  obedient  Servant, 

BIOHABD  PfiTESS,  Beo'y.  ; 

To  Hie  ExccUevcy,  Ttipmas  Wharton,  Esq|.,  Preaideni  &c.|  Stab^ 
ofPennsylvaniay  iMcast^r*    O^PttbUQ  Service.. 

Wer  Ofi«e,  Sielt»d  Petaiv,  Seo^y* 


JfVNMltVUcMLi 
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V  OoLOJEWi  Joiur  Pipm  to  BBHnxniv  WI[aemh^  17TT/^ 
-.     .  '  .•...' 

iMMtor,  26lb  N4v^;  1777. -^ 

['  lo  Performing  the  duiy  revoked  of  Me  a9  L*  of  tjie  CoiiQt7.<j|f 
'Bedford  baa  Been  atended  with  Considerable  Truhle  .and  Exjpenc^, 
Vhicb  I  have  not  been  EnablM  to  Discharge  By  the  8!W  of  ifiQAPj 
Bent  to  me  bj  Council  I  therefore  request  and  Hope  t)i^  Council 
will  Pleas  to  grant  Me  Sutch  a  Suplj  of  Cash  as  to  thtem  ntay  apear 
sufficient  to  Enable  me  to  Pby  the  Sub  L]«its»-^for  their  Services 
with  the  other  unavqidaUe  Sxp^QQea  wJuokbave  Ensa'd,  and  as  the 
Militia  of  our  Coun^  are  in  a  great  Maasure  Destitute  of  Anna  and 
Amnnition  I  ^  Pray  tlie  Council  to  give  sutch  orders  aa  they  may 
tbifik  Proper  so  that  we  may  be  furnished  with  these  very  neoessanr 
articles.    I  will  therefore  submit  to  Council  in  Hopes  they  wiU 
^pleuui  JtQ  iCdmfiy  wdth  ilp  JSeqpeat. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  ......./ 

With  the  Greatest  Esteem, 

Your  Excellency's  most 

Jp^n  PIPER. 

to  '6is  Excellancy;  Piesidant  in  Council.  .  , 


t .  t 
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.•  TJi«  baee  .eriifioeA  of  lA^vfttita  .ana  lol  lead  daagsiDua  .thftii  iMr 
tefMk  Of  dwp  truth.tbi  pneaeiit oeBteatiaotte MDongtt  * lJMiBaa«l 
Jimi|lea»  ,SlM£ntiabJMdenkKfepco9rod  ihaniielmAlilQa  Uoodf 
&  deceitful. 

The  Faith  of  publick  Proclamations  ;&  even  the  Wof^a  <rf  sacred 
Honour  of  their  chiefs  in  person  most^olemnly  plighted  ^o  tnaividuals 
for  the  protection  of  their  property  hi^ve  been  violated'.  The  miser- 
able wretches  starvingin  the  J aik  t>f  New-Fork  &  Philadelphia  were 
tenip^  t^eqSqt  iwftk  Itie  ^mff  by  aasoranoes  that  General  Waah- 
ington  had  refused  to  exchange  them,  when  in  truth,  (}enl.  JSpw  bi^ 
broken  the  Cartel  which  he  had  settled,  &  had  eluded  eyexy  oiler  no 
bad  a^ierwiarda  laade  ea  i&at  thej  wei%  eemplied  With  on -cor  pari. 

But  above  all  the  wpeated  attettfyfs  of  ear  Boemietf  teaeiAMe'tto 
people  of  this  Conntiy  from  their^tisln^fMi.eSbtte  bf  ili^idbi0  ideVB 


The  last  jear  G^isnl  fiaUiimil,  ti»%^  Cftptiro^  MH  Mit  i>f  Lofil 

k  General  Howe  from  Long  iBland  to  Philadelphia  witk  yery  pUoM- 

Ue  tenvis.;  bat  when  a  Committee  of  CooCTeo^  waited  cin  the  Britiw 

Contmissioiiers  th^y  r^ce^ed  from  every  niiDg  'they  hftd  toM  \hm. 

The  opporlaoity  however  was  very  diligently  improved  for  the  double 

purpose  of  blaeting  our  negdtlalions  in  Europe  by  aasaranoes  to 

ifindgn  Coui;t8^tbat  the  Qnarrel  was  settled  f^  of^trivinjz^to  debauch 

the  itiiDda^  of  the  American^  with  thepret^ncti  thrat  Cbngfess  w£ 

avone  \o  peace.    Thus  aJt  the  very  instant  that  their  Emissaries  were 

butting  about  in  this  Country  tliat  Congress  refused  to  listen  to  the 

meet  reasonable  Terms  of  accommodatioui  Lord  Stormont* Wflls  Twijf 

ininifeioasly  jfieig^  bis Honodr  to^fche C^mi  of  JB'ummni fbAlthe 

Zmaij  WHS  Uk  advamed^  if  not  finally  ritiSed. .  N<^4(y>«(9r  ,ym^  fbf 

World  ttodaoeived  imihiafi0ad,'j^li,Lh<»ta(teni|!tl  yrnajreHewed  4W 

An mnini of  JhejBfcfcrtqpile  GkaeijJ  Iie»;  teta^l  tiiQ  G^iimiffioxl- 

wanow dedined Jto pledge ithensovies for lufty  tbjug ;  NdtiiiM^ppeim 

ham  tbsdii  Ifotbiog  in  writing  is  .mat  IwMid,  b»t  ||m  hSmmUh 

^aaeit  wefo  left  ^ iibert|r  4# jetrao^A  ivi^immj  Ibing  as, aeon  -np 

^htf  badaiswared  .the^ndsiaf  aaidtfading  limpw^le  h0re,.&  apftrfng 

iotei^i  oatiaoa.    And  juwr  lo  I  Mr.  Jobn  JBrowii  is  eipi|»l(wed  tQiM 

a  lidSeoloiA  tale  of  peatte .  &  U.  the  WM  iimo  a  lartf^  Nuiaber  .^ 

Emissaries  are  let  loose  to  propagate  the  Story  thr»'  wo  9t»tfi;  -^tSJi^ 

Nothing  appears  in  writing,  a  mere  verbal  Talk.&cxmJ^t^  filling, 

that  he  (Mr.  Willing,)  had  had  n  Talk  f^ith  (general  Howe.     Were 

we  a  Tribe  of  Savages  this  Talk  would  at  least  be  aeoompanied  with 

a  Belt  -of  Walapam  ^  bat  io  us  not  even  the  slightest  token  was 

voacbaafedl     Xhe  9ol9  .Word  of  John  Brown  is  again  to  gull  us  into 

a  sbass  ti^eaty,  which  is  again  to  be  spread  throughont  Europe  to 

defeat  our  most  promising  hopes  from  that  Quarter;  and ^ again  %;> 

deceive  &  niislead  our  own  people  ^h\ip  hiS'^E;u2elk)n9V  ie  a^m 

ready  to  unsay  all  that  he  is  pretended  to  have  told  Mr.  Willing  to 

tell  John  Brown  &  to  laugh  at  the  Mischief  he  has  made.     Friends 

k  CouDtrymen  1  be  not  deceived,  if  General  Howe  has  any  thing  to 

SKMe  to  GMwresa.  thjs  Way  is.  open  to  hw  tbro'  .the .usual  channels. 
can  send  a^Ugg  of  trub^,  h6  can  write ;  he  is  under  no  neoea- 
aty  of  sending  out  an  obsoure  bodyiike  a  Thief  or  a  spy,  tp  steal 
thio'  o^r  Gamp.witbopt  pateports,  without  Lioence.    He  can  send  a 
Ffaigg  60  desire  Gebersl  iWasfahigion  to  prevent  the  cutting  of  bouUing 
Cloths.    Does  Uie  settling  a  treaty  of  peace  require  lesa'bsfemonyf 
lfo,'btt(m  MtfsMtte  im  Writing  by»  iTbigg  of  TiUBBirnai«>eabily 
eiaded.    OeiMnu  Hove ntigbt  be  lolk  tO' deny  hishnid  Writang^  tbo^ 
it  seems  be  ha«  not  hasilatml  to  depy  his  Words.    Esanoe  Jb^  Spaki 
SM fiirely dow  totake  a doMiv^  ^psit in. oov Qaaarelf  «  &w monifas 
peneveraooe  will  establish  our  Liberty  &  Independance  for  eiav;  ■  X 
V»  are  pot  false  to^mKselves,  if  we  Are  not  drii^u  to  ftfijo  &depeiy.e^ 
by  every  idle  artifice  of  our  perfidious  Enemies^  trusting  ],n  prop^enop 


lir^  «iay'  took  4br«Md  Wilh  <ton1MI«&MF4o  tbt  Hope  of  betng  l^May 
&  forever  delivered  from  the  perfidy  &  tyranny  of  BcttciA,  from  Iht 
bloody  &  nndi^llve  Melioeof  o«r  eruel  EBemies.'^ 

Jndortementf 

Bemarka  on  Jobn  Brown's  Examination^  1777|  Kov'  25Hi. 


IThomas  JoneB)  D.  C.  G.,  to  John  MAaiB,  As.  Co'x,  1,77T. 

Campi  November  25tb|  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  preseBt  is  to  advise  yon  of  the  approacbing  calamity  w^ob  I 
expect  bere  every  moment.  Not  a  single  barrel  of  fionr,  I  declavi 
iaipoB  my  hononr^  have  I  to  delivw  oot  to  the  troops  tbb  moiiiiiig. 
I  believe  you  are  beet  te  make  appUcation  immediately  to  tbeiiMii* 
owable  pMsident  of  this  State.  Make  known  to  bim  the  deplcMnUe 
«i«alion  ovr  amy  iein,  and  make  no  donbt  bnt  he  will  fall  oameane 
<n  other  to  order  ent  two  or  three  bandred  Teams^  if  ibey  were  only 
tobiiw  one  tnvn  hoeand  tbea  be  diamiased,  here  4mr  at  my  ia  avg- 
nented  by  4ffiOO  from  tbe  Saatward,  I  seed  DOt  point  out  to  yoA 
the>  dietreea  I  labour  under;  for  God's  sake  exert  yoanelf  in  thin 
eflafar  or  alFs  over. 

I  am;  in  basiCi 

Your  assured  Friend^ 

THOMAS  JONES, 
D.  C.  O  of  ipaoest 

P.  Tern. 

Dirededj 
To  John  Magec;  Escf,  As*  Co^  of  issneS;  Latioaster.f 


•  •/> 


Council  to  S*atb  Navt  Board,  1777. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster,  26tb  Novem',  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

In  oonaaqnenoe  of  a  Letter  from  one  of  year  Board  that  tbe  Fleci^ 
of  this  State  atood  in  need,  of  Snm  &  Cloathin^  Qonnoil  has  proooied 
four  Hbda.  of  Whiskey,  180  pr«  Sboea  &  180  pair  of  Stookingq, 
'vhisb.wiU  be«ent.ia  tiro  Wa^ns,  onder  tbe  oure  of  Mr.  Adaopi 
Kimme. 

*  See  Colon.  Itco.  Vol.  XI,  p.  846,  also  Archives,  p  SO,  3C,  46,  this  volume, 
t  See  page  41. 


lamsorrVto  inferm  yotitliiit  cvety  kinid'' of  ^rfibiog  fc-Teiy 
mree,  wbicn  is  the  reaaon  Conneil  has  n6t  been  able  to  send  you 
more  by  these  Waggons.  I  m\\  boweref  oolleeft  other  kinds  of 
Cloathing  and  forward  them  as  soon  'as  poauble.  .  < 

1  am,  Gent ,  ,         ' 

Tour  very  Horn.  Serv*. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above,  I  rec'd  yours  of  2ii\  with  the 
distgreeable  aoco*  of  the  evacuating  of  Bed  Bank  and  destruction 
of  part  of  our  Fleet,  least  they  should  /all  into  the  enemies  Hands^ 
vhether  this  conduct  is  praise  worthy  time  will  disoover. 

lb  tlie  Members  of  the  Perni^  fitate  Navy  Board. 


Thomas  Stfmi  aifi>  Gsohcw  Wooi>s  t^  Passii^bkv   * 

Tf  HAMow,  1777; 

Nov.  27, 1777.  . 
GeDtkmen  : 

The  present  dtDstiett  <>f  this  Goimly  is so'tnily  deplorable  thai 
we  should  be  inezoosaMe  if  we  detayed  a  moment  io  *o^ttitt4to^ 
jtm  with  it,  an  Indian  War  is  now  raging  around  us  in  its  oitttdiBt 
fory.  Befm  yon  went  down  they  had  killed^  one  man  at  Stoby 
Creek,  sinoe  that  time  tlH^y  have  kilied  five  on  the  Monnflun,  ovet 
•gainst  the  heads  of  Dunning's  Creek,  killed  or  taken  three  at  the 
three  springs,  wounded  one  and  kill'd  some  Ohildren  by  Frankslown'i 
and  httd  they  not  providentially  been  discovered  in  the  Nii^t,  A  A 
urfty  went  out  and  fired  on  them,  they  would,  in  all  probability) 
have  destroyed  a  great  part  of  that  settlement  in  a  fow  hours.  A 
mall  party  went  out  into  Morrison's  Oove  seottting,  and  unfortu^k 
natety  divided,  the  Indians  discovered  one  division  and  out  of  eight 
killed  seven  ft  wounded  the  other.  In  short,  a  day  hardly  piissee 
without  our  hearing  of  some  new  murder,  and  if  the  People  eontiaiae 
only  a  week  longer  to  fly  as  -they  have  'done  for  a  week  Pest,  Oum* 
beritnd  Oonnty  will  be  a  frontier.  From  Morrison's,  Ofoyl's  ft 
Friend's  Coves,  Bnnningli  Creek  ft  one  half  of  the  €Hades  tliey  are 
fied  or  forted,  and  for  all  the  defenoe  that  can  be  made  •  here  the 
IttdianB  may  do  almost  vrhat  they  please.  We  keep  oui  ranging 
parties,  in  which  we  go  out  bv  turns ;  but  all  that  we  can  do  that 
way  is  but  weak  and  ineffectual  for  our  defence,  beeatise  one  half  of 
the  People  are  fied,  those  that  remain  are  too  busily  employed  in 
putting  their  families  and  the  little  of  their  effects  that  they  can  save 
tad  take  into  some  place  of  safety,  so  that  the  whole  burden  falls 
vpon  a  few  of  the  Frontier  Inhabitants.  For  those  who  are  et  a  dis- 
teaee  from  danger  luve  not  as  yet  ofibred  ue  any  assistance,  we  are 
Ut  from  blaming  the  officers  of  the  Militia  because  they  have  net 


ff4wi^  .4poa  oi)|t/:lpr  if :  A/99  Imd*  ^y  jp^I^.  qioir  l^  <^  Jlit^a  joit  no 

i^exv'mf  BQ^  only  ^or  tiie  (o^goipg  rmoqa^  but  ^lao  /gr  tiiese^^Dot  pn^ 
i^fl^  i^  tep  of  >t^!em  14  8^19^9  i^  tkej  js^erQ  armed  your  are  seuaiblf 
and  take  the  country  thro^b  there  U  nqione  fooifth  Mail  that  is  fi^ 
to  go  against  Indians,  and  It  might  often  happen  that  in  a  whole 
Class  tbe^e  mifgbt  uot  be  a  single  Person  who  is  acquainted  Ifith.  the 
Indians  ways  or  the  wood^,  and  if  th^re  Qhoal.d.  be  a  few  good  MeD| 
and  the  x^b^  unfit  fpr  thi^t  'sorfice,  those  ifhp  are^  ^  to  take 'the 
todiaiid  in  thefr  ourn  way  could  not  act  with  the  same  resohitloft  and 
spirit  as  if  they  were  stfre  of  being  properly  supported  by  men  lit* 
themselves;  The  Consequence  would  be  .thai  the  In^ns,  aftet 
gaining  an  advantage  over  them,  would  become  much  mo^  daxiag 

and  fearless,  and:5im»  all  b^^lbvAt'  4:9i|»U.nl|HilK»rj?f  IvsNt 
Men  would  be  of  more  real  service  to  guard  the  frontiers  than  six 
times  that  number  of  People  unaaed  to  arms  or  the  woods.  It  is  not 
for  us  to  dictate  what  steps  ought  to  be  taken,  but  some  steps  ought 
to  1|e i^ktn yrj^oai tbeload^^f m bovr.  Tb^ ot^y <tf yaur ooffqlry, 
of  your  families,  of  your^^E^roper^,  will|  w^  are  convinced,  urge  yoa 
to  do  every  thing  in  your  t^owe^  to  put  tne  Frontiers  in  some  state 
of  >'deSaii9e»-  -fiu^pose  there  were  orders  given  to  raise  about  100 
Bangers,  under  the  Command  of  spirited  officers,  who..vm  flraH 
jM^Piatiitod  wJlhvlU4)W(apd9 wi  tiie |adi«#8,aad ^cfuld  takatbfff  in 
ib^  owo.v V*  ^^y  ^uld  be  r^si^  ia^tsmtly,  and  ^eare  in£ormi^ 
ihene  AKe.a  gf^t.  ORmber  of  BijBe^  lyi^g  jp  CarAisle,  ^essy  al(b%' 
fdl  ibe  .hwik  CQunlry  ie^  suffering  for  th|9  wm^  of  arina.  It  waa  $ 
•fatal  At^p.Uiat  was  taken.  Ifo^  win(ter  in  lowing  so  many  guns  whei| 
Iba  iiititmiosm^  frem  Cainp,,9^bout  this  pliice  espeqally,  a^d  all  ituf 
AWiWbry  aear  ilt,  Ithf  y  axe  vamarkably  diatressed  for  the  want  of  Qun^ 
i'orw'bBn  the  JMi^nw^e  raised  for  the  army  yon  ki^ow  f^  pr9cure4 
pimrs  Ctun  tbM  W  ,oo«ld  far  ^^ir  u#e|.tht  qonqt^j  v^fiegt  h^  oif 
•0  nowJlMr  onif  awi^oity.  vn  those  o^c^oasr  as  it  now  deprives  theoi 
q(  the  meikna  of  defence.  Sut  this  is  not  the  cmly  inst^dce  in  whioi^ 
iVB  be%i;  VQ&ec(ti(Mia  vihieb  t^  not  deserved.  The  safety  of  onr  coantrj 
ften  lo^ly  galled  Qn  ^a.^Q  ^pd  9JI  tbe  avp9  to  the  Cainp  that  ..ooalj 
be  procured^  and  4t;nQW  as  loudly  calla  on  us  to  entieat  that  ^e  majF 
be  jtllQwed  atfo^  a^  fopn  %»  poaaibler  A#  also  some  .aoamunitlo%  ag 
ttiat  .wblch  ^was  intru9ted  to  our  eare  is  now  iilmpii^  4^1ivertd  out  iq 
the  ^fioers  wlbf  9x9  ff^tifykng,  and  what  Tem^ps  of  it  is  not  fit  iof 
vifieSi.  iW^Mied  not nepoat  oai:.entreaties  that  whatever  k  dp^a  maj 
^'doM  99  soo^Ai  pofsibie,  an  adfty's  4di»y  m%y  be  the  destcMiQii 
fifbuddqa4p- 

39f  a  aie-iQ  bastp,  (itontlamei^ 

.   ,  ycrar  Bioat  <;i|)ediea V  hnmble;  aarrants,  j 

GEOROB  WOODg, 

THOMAS  SftUIH.: 
.   Bedfori,  Not' a7tb,  1777,  .    .' 

<  N*  .3*  The  Bearer  wilt  formrd  any  dsffpateh^s  /that  ms^  b#  maa^ 
in.cons^ueooe  of  ^bis. 

Directed. — ^To  Honb»«  President  in  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 
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BoBKBX  Qraiq  zo  CouKiga  of  S^j^pxt^  1777. 

LancasteFi  Norember  y«  27th,  1777. 

As  it  win  gire  me  Bati8fiicti(m  to  be  aUe  f  o  Mrre  the  pttblK^k  t6 
fte  tttmoBt  of  m  J  power  in  the  tnist  yotr  hfite  reposed  in  me,  Ithere- 
Ibre  beg  leave  to  offer  the  follbwiiig  partiealars  to  your  eonflfflerationi 
•8 1  have  found  in  my  tower  through  this  place,  &  I  make  no  doubt 
bat  also  in  the  Country  there  is  numbers  of  the  poor,  who  wonH 
Cheerfully  engage  io  makinf  8loci»gt  at  tie  prioe  Stipidated,  ibut 
18  not  able  to  procure  wool,  as  there  is  almost  none  brought  to  market 
of  late,  therefore  whether  it  might  not  be  a  Benefit  to  the  service  to 
take  up  wool  where  it  can  be  spared,  &  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
Poor  &  what  price  would  be  proper  to  allow,  &  whether  it  mi^ht  not 
forward  the  service  where  Lineu'is  ooHected'ift  -the  Cotmtty,  io  have 
as  much  of  it  as'posable  made,  into  shirts,  &  what  price  would  be 
proper  to  a1!bw,  &  whether  Pb  might  not  be  an  Inducement  to  persons 
to  spare  Ncsesaries,  &  save  trouble ;  if  there  was  some  cash  in  hUnd 
to  meharge  smatl  parcels,  &'  as  I  am  now  to  enter  Im  Bininesb  in 
th«  Conntry,  I  submit  thodKJve  to  year  considerationy&BhallF  cell  ot 
«»e  of  tiite  6etttleimen  who  Lodges  at  Mr.  Lightiier'a  thfe^Eveiiin|h 
bekNigtog  to  Coanoil  to  k^ar  your  farther  otdsrs^  .      -     '      • 

ft;  am  with 

Eespect  your  '  '        / 

fiunibl^  Sarv*.  .^ 

BlOBBRT  GBAia*  t 

To  tie  Honourable  Council  of  Safety, 


I      •  •         «  ♦ 


Coukcil'of'SAfWt  to  CoNGHfiss,  iTTT. 

In  Council,  Lancost^j  28  Noy^j  1.777. 
Sir,  '        - 

The  inclosed  l^elfer  wad  laid  before  Council  this  Horning  by  Mr. 
Mage,*  the  Commissary  here* 

Wo  b^ve  doiMb  &  ^'^  ^^  doing  aU  in  our  power^  by  prfss  war^nt 
k  other  assistance,  to  procure  Waggons  upon  every  call.  BB,t  w^ 
cannot  forbear  expressing  our  astonishment  that  the  Army  should  be 
ii  danger  of  starving  fi>r  want  of  Flour,  when  tho  very  neighbourhood 
of  the  camp  is  at  ^  dement  full  of  Wheat.  &  such  ample  ^oit^ 

*  8ee  pa^e  sa  .        , 


Tested  19  t^e  Servants  of  CoDgress  to  procure  it.    Powers  which  we 
have  been  ver^Sif  &om  aiteiBJ^Ung  todisoounge  ihem  fffoni'exerting. 

I  have  the 
•^    •     .  .  Honour  to  be,  &o ; 

P.  8.  Bemdea  sending  out  for  a  large  number  of  Wagg6&»  aeeerl^ 
isg^  to  the  Coonmissarj  a '  xeqaeat,  Coanoii  have,  since  ^ome  to  the  • 
JlesolatioQ  of  which  I  have-  the  Hononr  to  iocleae  jou  a  copy,  in 
order  that  Congress  may  see  what  we  are  doing  for  the  supply  of  the 
Ariny« 

lIHreefedf 

'   To  flenry  LauxenS;  Bsq.,  President  of  Oongrets. 


BoAED  OF  Wa&  to  P&hsident  Wharton,  1777. 

War  Office,  29  Novem',  1777. 
Sir, 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  War,  I  have  the  honour  of  encloeiog 
to  your  Exodlenoyy  a  copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Director  General  oa 
Xbe  12  Ins^  relative  to  the  great  want  of  Gloathing  in  the  several 
Hospitals.  I  am  to  infinrm  you.  Sir,  that  the  Board  have  undoubted 
information  that  part  of  several  Townships  in  the  vicinity  of  this 
place  are  notoriously  disaffected  to  the  cause  of  America  and  under 
the  particular  influence  of  and  of  Mr.  Rankin  who  is  now 

with  the  Enemy ;  if  the  Hon'ble  Executive  Council  should  think 
proper  to  vest  the  Board  with  a  power  of  collecting  Blankets  and 
other  Gloathing  amongst  these  Persons,  conformable  to  such  Re- 
strictions as  they  shall  deem  expedient,  they  will  exert  themselves 
in  executing  this  business  in  such  a  manner  as  shall  appear  to  them 
most  prudent  k  expeditious.  The  Board,  Sir,  are  far  from  being 
solicitious  for  the  exercise  of -4hia  power  from  any  other  principles 
than  that  of  public  utility,  and  a  tender  commisseration  for  the  wants 
ft  miseries  itf  the  wounded  Soldiery,  with  all  possible  Respect  ft 
regard, 

I  am 
your  Excellenoys 

most  ob*  &  most 

humble  Servant, 

(By  Order  of  the  Board)  JOSEPH  NOUBSB,  D.  S.  : 

F.  S.  The  Board  beg  leave  to  suggest  whether  arms  of  eveiy  kind 
sbou'd  not  be  taken  from  disaffected  characters. 

Directed. — On  Public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jun'r,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsilvania  Lancaster. 
^Express. 
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OsN.  AjtiicrEB«sa  to  PKtssrairT  WHAitfoir,  1777. 

I 

Camp,  White  Mi«*^g9th  Ndr,  1777. 
Sir, 

I 

At  Uia  fioae  when  L<  Odrnwallis  was  in  the  Jersey,  G^  WaehiDgtoii 
was  much  disposed  to  attack  the  Snemj's  Redoubts  and  Jattj^IE^t  a 
fanage  iate  the  eity.  The  thing  was  deliberated  in  eouneil  and 
addidonal  methods  taken  to  reocmoitre  &  examine  the  lines-^for  thn 
parpnse  the  Oen.,  went  into  Chester  Gonntj,  &  from  the  heights  ^f 
Seailkill  had  a  fair  view  of  their  left,  which  was  found. so  strong  & 
well  finished,  as  was  the  abbettee  in  the  intermediate  space  that  even 
Ihe  most  sangaine  for  the  attaok  gave  it  np  as  melligible.  At  any 
rate  we  con'd  not  have  made  the  effort  until  the  28%fa,  and  on  the  27tB 
at  foor  in  the  afternoon,  OomwalliB  crossed  over  to  Town  with  his 
Troops,  80  that  that  measure  appears  to  be  at  an  end.  General 
Green,  &  oar  Troops  on  the  Jeney  side  are  recalled,  &  cross'd  yester- 
day,  as  every  intelligence  agrees  that  Gen.  Howe  now  no  doubt  w^ 
his  whole  foroe  is  immediately  to  take  the  field  in  quest  of  this  army 
a  movement  this,  so  snddenty  expected  thai  yestarday  by  the  advice 
of  the  Gen.,  I  ordered  G^n.  Potter  with  the  better  part  of  his  Brigade 
to  join,  us,  as  of  this  day  which  proveing  wet^  I  wish  he  may  not 
march  until  to  morrow. 

General  Washington  must  now  without  loss  of  time  take  some  new 
PoBttionrelatiTa  to  the  wiatai^  the  8aietyii&  support  of  hiaanqy^and 
soeh  as  may  appear  the  beet  oaloalated  to  roeeive,  debate  w^  or  o(> 
caaioiiaUy  annoy  Iha  ISaemy*  As  an  individual  I  mn  at  prasent  in 
favour  of  the  other  nde  Scuilkill,  &  sincerely  wish  the  Army  were 
worn  then.  By  a  Qeat*  lat^  from  New  York  we  aie  informed  that 
a  leinfoKiSBient  of  f our  thoaaMid  was  lately  s^t-from  thaH  ^lace  to 
G'  Howe^  and  that  Glmton  had  an  eqoal  number  inoiiiding.  Greene 
eoats  with  hiaiaslf.  That  about  nine  weekaago  he  rae'd  two  thousand 
from  Bntaia,  one  half  Hessiaas  wbo  ooa'd  not  sooner^get  ready  to 
embark.  I  have  just  ree'd  the  Attorney  Geoeiab  letter,  &  shall 
make  an  early  enqairy^£Dr  the  person  he  points  out  I  hope  the 
Assembly  has  put  an  end  to  the  present  mode  of  substitution  if  so, 
Sab-Lieutenants  will  then  be  uune^eisary— «  farther  agrievance  is 
with  great  justice  complained  of,  that  many  persons  above  the  age 
of  fifty-three  possess  considerable,  some  of  them  large  property,  yet 
have  been  under  no  obligation,  &  contributed  nothing — some  few 
Females  also  are  wealthy,  shou'd  not  property  defend  itself  in>  siMle 
form  or  other  f  On  the  other  hand  some  inen  will  be  found  so  very 
poor  thro'  one  incident  or  another,  altho'  they  may  be  sitting  on  a 
piece  of  land,  that  they  are  unable  to  support  their  familys — with 
respect  to  these,  it  matters  little  of  what  age,  but  humanity  k  pity 
calls  for  their  exemption,  especially  the  antient,  such  shomd  have 
some  appeal,  or  prudent  persons  to  aquit  them.    Forgive  these  po- 


ai 


mmsxjsrjmk  ▲Bcnrcis  i^w 


lifcical  hintSi  if  already  attended  to,  (w^  I  should  rather  have  directed  - 
to  GQl'3jai:<|)  Vn^  if  not^  pbm:lo  ttgBWk  4hMa  eirt^ 

I  am  your 

EmUmk^s  ICoai 

Ob*  hambl  Seiv« 

JOHN  ABliffiffEONa. 


•  •/ 


P,  S,  Iq  my  last  I  was  mistaken  of  the  nninb^rs  of  oar  MilitM  4 
Am  Congcted  bj  the  preseat  return;.   .    . 

Ptrected, 

'  r 

,'  On  Publick  Service, 

To  His  E»;eUea^y  Thos.  WWttfo^  Ss<|«i  Piasidsst  of  Ao.  Bteto 
/pf  PeiwiL  Lwcsptef. 


/■H>  »    "■!■ 


OoUNCOIi  IX)  COUUKSL  liSfiAR,  17T7. 


•  4  r  I  ^  # 


'     Lancaster,  Noyem^  29, 1777.  . 

.  'I(^peAted  OompIajntB. Basra  beav  aumIo  t»  Ooaaioii'thflft  mattjr 
jperSQiMiyiiumiedl  jki  our  Oanse,  teavBl  thro  your  Gonpliy  ^  Croao  tlii 
bdainun^  i^ok  bat  yttf  Jixstly  fiven  gnal  smhngo  to  tlie  woli 
sffaeteoL  . 

.  I  UierelSDfff  teqvaet  ^ot  to  giva  ondets  io  tlw  Qaards  atatioted  -«t 
ihe  J^erriasi  .to  be  viary  ^leci  iift  apprahending  all  anoh,  aad  sanding 
■AaoBb  that  may  be  Jnatly.siHpeoted,  to  the  neacsatJiagiatvatey  to  be 
msmnim^k  deali  vitbaoooniiiigtolam  lamalso  nattaaaairadtluKt 
«)Bia  parsons,  ia  the  Qunttoe  Slaatan  Depactaan*  hs/tn  taken  thto 
Shorty  |»  give  Paana^  and  iia?jde¥e9  ^nted  ^tbeauto  persana-wiBD 
iiovaiiot  taken  the  oatlt  of.  attagwpce*  To  tham  yo!|  nas  to  pajp  ao 
Junit  of  ioagaad^  .  >«    .     : 

''"     "  -    - .  '  lamifr,      •  ''  *"  ' 

'-■  '  jonr  V€i7  tu*"  g*,  "  '  '' 

T  W   P 

'  •  To  CMoiael  Abtabam  Lebdr.  Northampton  Conbty; 


a  • 


'1 


I. 


-vi 


4        ^"  4.«         .      .  .      ■      « 


S08SBT  MoBBig  TO  Pbbsidxnt  WhABXONw  1777. 

Manheim,  N^)v^  80*^,  1T77. 
Sir, 

Beiog  deriroos  of  leodoriBg  the  public  eteij^  aervfee  in  my 
power,  I  li4Y«  oontinuecl  my  attendanoe  on  Congress,  &  the  Com* 
■ittee*  of  GoDgress,  at  Tork^  Qntill  yesterday  (notwithstanding  mj 
have  of  abeenoeX  &  Itt  Friday  I  waa  igppointed  on  l^  Cbmmittce 
with  ciders  to  repair  ittmediately  to  "^nend*  Washingtcm  on  bnai* 
nesa  of  Importanee.  I  am  thns  far  in  my  way,.  &  shall  depart  isk 
the  moniHig  fbr  Oamp,  wliere  I  (diaH  he  ^kd  to  execute  any  of  yoii£ 
oomraandi^  This  expeditwn  pnta  itost  of  my  power  to  wait  on  the 
Conneil  na  I  int^ded,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  John  Brown's"*"  dia^ 
cham  from  doae  CoofiBemant,  for  aa  I  firmly  beiieTe  him  innooeni 
in  a£  iaimiums,  I  cannot  fieel  myself  easy  wbilat  be.  is  eonfined  in 
6ori«  I  beg  leave,  therefore,  sgain  to  solicit  yonr  Ezoelbincy  &  the 
Honorable  Goan(^l,  to  aa&r  hm  to  depart  from  Goal  on  parole,  ft* 
I  heae  pledge  myself  fur  bis  fjathfbll  observance  of  any  emgagei* 
ments  ne  Mters  into,  or  of  snob  iajunctioDS  as  the  Council  may 
think  proper  to  lav  him  under. 

Aa  a  Fdaoaer,  ho  is  intitted  to  great  lenity,  beoanae  he  has  been 
houtttifiiU  &  atteative  tcthe  anfferings  of  o0t  pfisoners,  whilst  be 
waa  in  Phifaid*  \  this  I  had  from  himself  &  others,  ft  enclosed,  I 
beg  leave  to  hand  yon  Oen^  WaflhingtOB^s  unsolicited  testimony 
thereof,  in  an  abslraot  ^  hie*  httor  to  C^ngrea^  dated  28*  Ins^  I 
call  it  uaadieited^  because  I  declare  to  you  Sir,  that  I  never  wrote 
a  li^e  to  Oen>  Waaliiiigtoii  or  any  other-  person  on  tfeis  subject,  nor 
do  I  know  of  any  other  person  that  did,  bui  I  jndge  lUie  informa^oq 
haa  bean  .given  the  Gen^  by  some  of  the  Prisoners  that  shared  the 
ben€fita  arising  from  a  aabaeription  which  Mr.  Bcewn  4aome  few 
othera  procmwd  and  -diatribnted  in  the  Mew  Goat. 

Iljr  eonnactioaa  in  business  with  Mr.  Brown  are  well  known  ;  he 
waa  many  years  a  faithfnll  aervant  in  my  employ,  &  Is  justly  enti- 
tled to  my  FrteBdahip.  I  hopo,  iberefore,  to  stand  oacuaed  b^  year 
Sacellenav  h  the  Countnl  fof  thus  troubling  you  with  my  applicatioaa 
on  hial)^a)f,  &  if  you  will  suffer  Mr.  Brown  to  comie  out  on  hie 
parole  A  assign  this  place  (with  the  liberty  of  one  or  two  miles  fo'r  e& 
adie)  for.  Us  abode  nntill  your  further  pleasure ;  it  is  a  retired  pari 
of  the  conati^y,  he  can  live  at  little  ezpence,  k  I  -ate  certain  hia 
coDdaet  k  coniterttti»n^fll  ^te-sf cK^  ai  ohnhoi  proluee  any  evil  con- 
asf nenfca  id  Ae  public ;  yon  will  oblige  me  by  laying  ^is  &  Gen^ 
WaAiogtoit'^  ItttHer  baiora  the  Coundil,  &  they,  bjr  a  oomplyanei 
liiik  mj  ivqneati  wiU  lay  a  laatwl*- obligation  -on  tbeir  &  your 

XicriltDar^fl 

-       *ed'  b«*  BsrrV  r^ 

EDB'T  WOR]flIS. -. 

;     .-    J  '    -  -^  *  See  page  80,  86.  *    ' 
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Jacob  Moboak  to  CowrciL,  1777. 

V 

Reading,  ]>ec  y  lat,  177T. 

6«ntlemeii. 

'  .J 

At  n  miaetiog^of  tbe  Covmifliioiien  Af^poinited  by  ycnr  Hononbla 
boddjy  To  oollQet  An»8y  Btaokats^  &o«,  irom  ike  InbabiUnts  m  ibt 
GooQtj  of  Berka»  It  was  Disaiu'd  Neoesaary  In  order  to  lofwacd  tba 
baaiBaas  rcQnir'd  ci  said  OoniiiiiBnary- s. 

laL  Thfti  tbe  CommiaaoDers  bave  a  pover  To  ^poiai  and  older 
pioper  BieE  in  tbe  Difiereni  TownabipB  wbo  iriil  go  from  booaa  ik 
koQW,  to  Bxecole  aaid  Law^  and  bring  in  ibe  ArtMlea  by  llmii  col- 
kded  for  said  pnipoBea. 

2My.  Tbat  ibere  be  an  alloirance  for  tbe  aenrioea  done. by  tba 
penon  loDploy'd  in  tbe  above  bnatneaB.  .   . 

3^1y.  That  there  be  an  order  from  bis  Exoellenoy  the  pmidenti 
Commanding  all  offioers  Sivil  &  Militarry  to  Aaaistin  tbe  Uxecotion 
of  the  aboTO  boaineaa  vben  Coald  npon  b^  tb6  person  appdnted. 

4^1  J.  Aa  to  aboee  there  are  none  to  be  6oad|  and  tbe  Members  by 
jon  apoiated  are  soroi  thai  a  Great  nnmber  of  ahoea  might  soon  Itt 
pfoonred,  if  a  proper  Fenon  iraa  apointod  te  inploy  shoemakera  k 
Sapley  tbem  with  Oontinental  Leatber,  there  is  even  now  a  naiabei 
of  priflonera  of  war  Shoemakers  who  if  proper  steps  takeny  WouliA 
vork  Lower  tJban  otherm  and  would  tarn  ont  much  work. 

The  Field  offioers  &  d^)^  of  Berks  County  Militia  whose  tnm  ii 
is  lot  to  serve  in  tbe  elassea  new  turning. oat,  oenjplain  that  they  ara 
It  great  expemM  and  lose  of  tltie  in-  hringiag  d#WB  their  Buin*4Q^ 
Readily  at  the  diff»»nt  times  that  tbe  olasMS  turn  out  and  thattbein 
is  no  wag^  allowed  tbem. 


. » 


CofliMOBOBB  Hazblwooi>  TO  PBBSIDXirC  Wbjl&toh,  1777.*  > 

I  Ree'd  yonr  Bzedleneies  letter  on  tbe  17'^  wherein  yov  hiform 
me  of  tbe  eomenta  of  a  letter  Gen^  Washington  rec'd  fiK)m  tbe  Com-^ 
manding  offieer  of  Red  Bank,  Infonning  of  the  fivacnation  of  Fort 
Miffing  and  of  the  Constant  &  beaty  firing  of  the  Enemy,  partieo^ 
larly  Dron  a  floating  Battery  whioh  lay  very  near  the  Fort?  whieb 
made  that  Step  Neoessary,  &  have  no  doubt,  disagreeable  en<)ugh  t(f 
year  Sxoekney  ft  to  every  well  wieher  tO  onf  cause  in  general.  BtM 
when  yonr  Saoetenoyiamade  aequainted  with  tbe  proceeding  Ara^etlM 
ef  iba^  day,  |p  SIt;  the  Plan  of  adtion  by  our  fleet  ft  a  view^  of  <rtHi 
wbale  yon  will  I  anvOontdetttgtvtf  Praise  ft.  Honour^  fatbealk  fttfe4 
dagmde  our  Ckntlemen,  whom  have  with  tbe  Orealeat  '8f»1Ht  'S 
Bravaiy  dsfboded  tb«  Pasa  of  6ur  fiiver  fer  Tire^  HoQl4b  altftQ'  nOO 


half  manned;  &  those  few  men  under  them  naked  for  want  of  Gloathes 
of  everj  kind^  A  BlaaketSy  Tl|a»  we^have  with  fipi«)^  whenever  the 
British  Fleet  advanced  beat  them  hack,  &  Drove  them  in  every  ao- 
tiopy-A:the7  Kc'd  nnioh  Dao^gei  &  Cou'd  the  army  maintain  the 
Heights  we  ooilld  hold  the  Pass  by  Battery  on  shore,  &  the  fleet  for 
ever.  Your  Ezoelency  may  think  that  our  force  was  grehter  than  it 
Moly  wa^  orar  Fords  on  the  Biter  wis  12  Odll^  &  twio  toltfing 
Batteries^  &  a  few  amed  boats,  its  tnie  that  wo  borrowed  the  aivii 
to  BeiDfooeo  us  going  to.aotbn  eut  of  the  other  veaBe^  ftOiiptaia 
Bobinson  in  particular  has  been  fdwiqw  nady  to  ^e  evoQr  as8i»(ano«i 
wifch  hb  pe^fdoy  $t  the  rvai  oi  tiie  Oontinentiu  offieers^  ihe  rest  of  the 
fleet  €oa'd  not  oome  down  bdow  the  Ohetanz  De  Freze^  k  tie  moec 
ef  eoc  aetif^ns  has  been  below  tbem,.  I  aqd  soirry  there  sboald  beany 
Blame  on  our  Fleet,  they  have  played  their  pari  weU  oar  SnMnya^ 
kag  apidii,  &  am  lorty  those  we  areij^tiDg  for  oaonet  speak  well  of 
us,  &  as  to  the  Gentleman  that  OdmaiancM  «a  that  driy  to  4he  w^: 
ward,  not  obeying  ordeta^- 1  did^aceuse  him  for  wot  doing  more  uniill 
I  was  nuUle  aequaiated  with  the  Damage  that  part  of  the  Fleet  bad 
Bec'd  -k  saw' the  Flatting  Battery  whom  i  avder'd  over  to  assist  the* 
Qallies  ia  the  Destiaytag  the  Enemy  sbip  ft  sldop  Fioalftag  Battdiry, 
ft'tbey  Beo'd'so  much  Dattaae  before  she  could  get  over  to  their 
aasistaiwa,  &  had  bar  Oahien  &  Warps  ent  to  piaseB  at  fast  as  they 
Bjuu  tbem  owt^Auniuekily  for  us^the  Wind  blew  fresh  We^terty 
Auit  iDffy  that  wa  -coalfl  pot  get  the  Eieei  as  saoa  to  atttiMii,  as  w(e 
wished  to  do,  for  we  was  obliged  to  warp  tbe^ito  acUoa  The  Galleys/ 
ft  Fieatiag  Battery,  I  yf9m  carrying  all  to  aet  oa  iheir  Floating  mt- 
tery^.ft  wta  playjqg  en  her  whea  an  officer  with  a  Bfote  frota  the 
Cemamnofoig  oAeer  oaaoe  ifMamthe  Fort>  >ft  woad  be  glad  the  OodI'^ 
modasa  wood  Fiie  ca  the  ships  ihelow>  aa:tbey>Oa«kl>^  the  Fbrt  most. 
I  Immediately  Drew  all  the  Fleet  from  bet  ieraome  ting  whea  h 
saw  their  Ship  Floating  Battery  warping  up  higher,  I  then  sent  the 
Galleys  &  Battery  to  attack  her  Jor^  by  the  note  from  the  Fort  I 
thought  they  would  manage  her  &  that  they  would  wish  us  to  drive 
down  the  ships  which  we  did,  &  had  no  assistance  hut  from  a  Two 
Gjan  Battery  wkiob  wd  woald  have  manaM  otiraelvasbut.ibc^  Ainfer5r 
officers  would  not  suffer  us  to  do  it,  the  action  was  Hott  &  Heavy 
that  d^y*  SU  Batl^ryfs  playipg-oa  ua  from  ttiA-Aov^M  Westlftrd 
bfi^ea  tw^  niqe  iaoh  mortars,.&iwo  Fioat>og  Batterys,  •&•  Seveia 
Ships,  !&  two  of  the#e  Galieys  that  with  their  shotifil^o^  Ms  BattMya 
Sk  sbi^)  the  River  ^&n  covex'd  with  shot  on  i^l  sidai  of  us  and  caroM 
Fiffe  in  sQch  a  jnanaer  I  yrm  swf  rised  the  Fleet  n^er  gav0  wtjr, 
whioh(thf8j<never  did  untiijl  their  ahips.waaT drove  dojwnrwe.badioai 
tibat  Pay:38  m^n  kiird,&  wo«nded>  jSfa^  all  the.  QaMej^^  JEao^tMe 
9mbr shattered  wjfth  sholi.twD  ef  wUoh  W9  h^ve  sei^rltdi  shore  B^ 

K'ng.h^rei  b^)  I  m^  no/do^bt  Hildas' xMuy  whw  a»Q-ndt  dA%aft 
ae  wAi;.pp^.4estrcyi2ig  t^ir  Sh^  Bailtet7,f4Q  IhtH^/taiow  .tfaa# 
9Ppi^rtefaar4eetoaAg0ia  i)^i^  if  it^fio.tbatfiortwoilhirjiiQfid) 
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ooqM  go  into  such  a  PasBUDder  the  Fire  of  Six  Batter js,  &  their  two 
Eoating  BatteryS;  &  then  not  more  than  four  hundred  yards  from 
them,  &  destroy  a  Ship  of  Twenty  Four,  24  pounders  besides  a  Sloop 
vith  three  heavy  cannon  in  her  a  work  no  part  of  the  British  fleet 
voold  attempt  doing,  or  if  they  had,  never  could  Effect'd,  such  an 
attempt,  for  my  own  part  I  have  ruQ  every  risque  to  do  whatever  our 
little  Fleet  was  capable  of  doing.     I  have  defended  the  pass  so  long 
u  the  army  thought  proper  to  stay  on  the  sides' of  the  Kiver,  what 
more  we  could  do  I  know  not,  unless  it  was  to  stay  untill  the  enemys 
anny  had  got  above  us,  &  those  in  the  City  had  posted  themselves  on 
Windmill   Island,  &  at  Coopers  Ferry  &  all  to  fall  Prisoners  with 
the  Fleet  in  their  hands,  but  I  think  we  have  done  much  better,  but 
if  its  thoaght  there  has  been  any  neglect  let  us  have  a  heariug  &  you 
will  find  I  think  that  the  Fleet  has  kept  the  pass,  &  not  anything 
from  the  shore.     When  Gen*  S*  Clear,  Kelb  k  Knox  came  down, 
myself  &  the  oldest  continental  officer  was  sent  for  in  Council  &  we 
then  gaY»  oar  opinion  that  we  could  hold  the  Pass  of  the  Kiver  as 
well  as  before  with  the  Battery  we  were  erecting,  if  they  could  be 
supported  with  the  troops,  &  that  we  thought  the  loss  of  Fort  Miffl'ng 
was  nothing,  that  we  could  Effectually  hold  the  Pass  of  the  Bivcr  as 
well  without  it  as  with  it.     The  General  thought  the  Enemy  would 
be  on  our  backs  before  a  sufficient  Reainforcoment  could  come.     How 
then  can  any  blame  be  laid  on  the  Fleet,  I  have  enclosed  your  Ex- 
oelency  some  few  papers,  I  now  sh^l  endeavour  to  give  your  Ezcelency 
some  account  of  our  Retreat;  on  the  18th  of  November,  we  had  a 
Council  with  the  General  &  officers  of  the  Garrison^  &  on  the  same 
evening  they  gave  me  their  Determination  in  writing  a  Copy  of  which 
you  have  Inclosed  with  some  other  Papers,  we  heard  nothing  more 
of  it  nntill  next  morning  when  one  of  our  officers  came  on  board  & 
Told  me  onr  people  were  leaving  the  Fort,  we  on  that  day  brought 
the  Galleys  up  into  Lads  Cove  where  we  held  Council  which  you 
will  see  the  purport  of,  we  lay  two  nights  for  a  Wind  to  Pass  the 
fleet,  but  having  none  it  was  agreed  by  the  whole  Gentlemen  that 
the  Galleys  ought  to  pass  that  night,  accordingly  I  got  them  under 
way  at  3  o'clock  in  the  morning,  &  about  half  past  four  they  past 
the  City  without  having  one  Shott  fired  at  them,  they  had  with  them 
nine  armed  boats  whom  all  got  safe  up  about  10  o'clock  same  day. 
Captain  Robinson  &  myself  went  on  shore  in  order  to  see  Gen>  Vemom 
to  know  what  support  we  could  get  from  the  Troops,  but  we  found 
ihey  had  reached  Hattonfield  where  we  could  expect  nothing  from 
them,  I  took  a  horse  &  went  up  to  get  Waggons  to  bring  up  our 
Stores  &  to  dispatch  the  Galleys  down  to  assist  in  getting  the  re- 
mainder of  the  Fleet  past  the  City  but  it  being  late  when  I  got  up, 
k  the  Tide  not  answering  until  morning  &  before  day  I  heard  a  firing 
it  Town,  &  soon  after  saw  one  of  our  boats  whom  told  me  that  what 
part  of  the  Fleet  they  thought  could  be  got  bye  was  passed^  &  that 
the  Rest  was  Sett  on  Fire  agreeable  to  a  Council  held  in  the  evening 
by  all  the  Gentlemen  of  both  Continential  &  State,  Captain  Robinson 
Vol.  VI.— 3 
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Md  me  he  waited  on  tbe  Gen^,  ft  he  told  h^m  he  eonld  give  him  no 
f  npport  until  he  got  up  to  Anooakus,  &  saw  that  our  Fleet  must  fail 
^n  their  hands  if  they  was  not  destroyed,  we  Should  have  sent  some 
of  the  Fleet  down  the  River  if  we  could  have  been  supplj'd  with 
Bread  to  go  with  tho'  we  have  been  fully  Im ployed  here  crossing  & 
reaorossing  Troops,  &  their  Baggage  &  Still  Complaints  that  they  can 
get  nothing  done  by  the  Galley  men — is  Every  Officer  in  tbe  army 
to  Lodge  Complaints  To  General  Washington  of  the  Fleet  &  the 
officers  in  it  not  to  be  heard  or  is  the  Fleet  under  the  Command  of 
Every  officer  in  the  army,  if  it  is,  its  the  first  Fleet  that  ever  was 
Commanded  by  sea  officers  under  the  Command  of  any  army  or  the 
officers  in  it  if  it  is  so  I  believe  few  will  Continue  in  it,  we  would 
wish  to  support  our  Rank  &  Honour  which  we  never  shall  be  able  to 
do  while  every  officer  in  the  army  is  to  be  a  Judge  of  our  actions  let 
our  conduct  be  Examined  into  by  men  of  Judgment  if  we  have  not 
done  our  duty  let  us  suffer  accordiogly,  I  should  be  glad  your  £r- 
celency  would  point  out  a  place  where  the  Fleet  may  Winter,  for  I 
dont  thiok  the  River  will  be  open  long  hear,  I  have  been  unwell 
three  days,  but  am  much  better,  &  Shall  I  hope  be  able  to  go  on 
board  the  fleet  to-morrow  I  hope  to  hear  from  your  Excelcncy  soon| 
having  not  to  add  am, 

Your  Ezcelencys 

Most  obed'  & 

Humble  seru* 

JOHN  HAZELWOOD.* 

A  List  of  the  State  fleet  that  passed  the  Citty. 

13  Galleys, 

12  Armed  Boatesj 

Province  Sloop, 

Amunition  Sloop, 

Convention  Brig, 

One  Acombdation  Sloop, 

One  Provision,     .     do. 

1  do.        Schooner, 

2  Flatts  with  Stores,  11  Eighteen  Pound  Cannon, 
All  tbe  Continential  Vessels  was  burned  ) 

&  tbe  remainder  p^  of  the  State  Fleet.         j 
Sundry  Stores  &  amunition  Saved. 

Bristol,  Dec  1,  1777. 

♦  See  his  letter  of  29  Oct'r.,  on  page  721,  of  Vol.  V.  giving  an  account  of 
the  action — A  litbogrnghio  Tiew  of  the  sitaation  of  the  yessels  from  a  sketch 
seat  by  the  Commodore  in  one  of  his  letters  aooompanies  the  above  letter* 
See  also  a  letter  from  Col.  B.,  p.  U,  of  this  vol 
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Council  to  General  Potter,  1777. 

In  Cottnoil,  Lancaster,  1  Dec',  1777. 
Sir, 

The  Letter,  of  which  the  annexed  is  a  Copy,  we  have  jnst  now 
leeeived.  The  information  contained  in  it  may  perhaps  be  worthy 
yoar  attention,  but  yon  can  judge,  better  th^p  we  can  do,  whether 
or  not  it  may  be  advisable  to  march  a  Detachment  of  your  Militia 
for  the  porpoM  of  watching  those  People's  Conduct.  In  spite  of  all 
jour  vigilance. 

Numbers  of  persons  pass  thro'  your  Camp  to  &  from  Philadelphia 
who  ought  to  be  apprehended.  We  dare  say  you  were  not  wanting 
io  your  Exertions  to  prevent  this  practicie;  but  as  it  is  possible  that 
they  have  altogether  escaped  your  observation,  we  take  the  Liberty 
^0  mention  it,  that  you  may  be  on  your  Ouard.  Doctor  Way  of 
WiloiingtoD,  is  said  to  be  one  of  those  who  have  passed  &  repassed 
frequently.     We  woald  recommend  him  to  your  notice. 

I  am^ 

Sir 

Your  very 

h'ble  Senr*. 

Sy  Order  of  Council. 
Directed,  ^ 

To  General  Potter. 


GouHCiL  TO  Ebsnszer  Cowell,  1777, 

Lancaster,  In  Connoil  of  Safety^  Dec  1^  1777. 

Conndl  are  informed  that  a  number  of  arms  belonging  to  thii 
Bute  now  lie  at  Allentown  &  the  neighbourhood  unfit  for  service* 
They  request  you  will  give  them  a  return  of  the  number  ft  your 
opinion  in  what  time  you  think  y  can  render  them  fit  for  Service, 
&  that  yoo  will  in  y*  meantime  repair  them  as  speedily  as  possible, 
&  the  Ooiinctl  hereby  authorise  &  appoint  yon  to  ask  for  &  reeeiv» 
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them  from  aoy  persoDs  in  whose  hands  they  maybe,  &  to  direct  such 
persons  to  deliver  them  to  you. 

Directed^ 
To  Ebenezer  Cowell.  * 


Council, TO  Petbb  Db  Havbn,  1777, 

In  Council,  Deo'  1, 1777. 
Sir, 

Conncil  requests  that  you  will  make  a  return  of  the  number  of 
Bifflcd  GuDS  now  in  your  hands  which  are  fit  for  service,  or  may  be 
made  so  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  as  an  order  will  issue  for  the 
delivery  of  as  many  as  you  can  have  ready.  You  will  indeaver  to 
have  as  great  a  number  in  good  order  as  possible. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  very 

Hum.  Sery* 

Directed 
To  Mr.  Peter  Dehaven. 


Council  to  Board  of  War,  1777. 

In  Council  of  Safety, 

Lancaster,  1  Dec,  1777. 

Sir, 

In  answer  to  your  Letter  respecting  the  Collection  of  Blankets 
for  the  use  of  the  Hospital,  &  of  arme,  we  inclose  you  the  ordinance 
appointing  Commissioners  for  the  Purpose,  of  Collecting  Cloathing,  < 
&c.  We  can  by  no  means  consent  to  the  Continental  Board  of 
War  interposing  in  this  business  further  than  that.  Any  incentives 
to  our  Commissioners  to  do  their  Duty,  from  whatever  Quarter,  will 
be  highly  agreeable.  You  will  observe  that  by  the  Ordinance, 
whatever  Cloathing  may  be  collected  is  ordered  into  the  Hands  of 
the  Clothier  General ;  yet  at  the  same  time  the  Troops  of  this 
State  are  in  such  a  suffering  Condition,  that  really  we  could  wish 
they  might  be  applied  for  their  use  in  the  first  Instance. 

IndoTied^ 
To  the  Board  of  War  at  York  Town. 
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Ordbb  op   Council   to  General    Armstrong  for    an 

ARREST,  1777, 

In  Coniidl  of  Safety, 
Lancaster,  December  1**,  1777. 
Sr, 

^  Information  being  given  to  Council,  that  Doctor  Shannon,*  nho 
is  said  to  bare  condacted  the  encmj  through'  Philadelphia  Countj, 
and  to  have  been  with  them  in  the  city,  is  now^  in  the  countj,  and 
goes  at  large.  This  is  to  iinpower  and  direct  you  to  sieze  his  person, 
and  send  him  forthwith  under  proper  guard  to  this  Coonoil. 

I  am  Sir, 

with  great  respect, 

your  very  humble  servant, 

THOS.  WHARTON,  jun,  Prcs. 

^  To  Major  General  John  Armstrong,  Head  Quarters. 

lieutenant  Patterson  with  Eight  or  ten  men  of  Coll.  Elder's 
Battalion,  now  on  their  way  to  Lancaster,  are  punctually  to  execute 
the  above  order. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  Genl.  of  Militia. 
Camp  at  White  Marsh, ) 
9*»  Decern'  1777.       j 


OwBK  Jones,  Jr.,  to  Matthias  Slottgh,  1777. 

Winchester,  1  Decem',  1777. 
Dear  Friend, 

I  rece'd  your  favour  of  the  17,  under  cover  to  Philip  Bush,  with 
300  Dollars.  Am  obliged  to  you  for  forwarding  so  much,  but  at 
the  same  must  inform  yon  it  will  be  of  little  or  no  service  to  me 
till  I  get  the  remainder.  I  hope  I  shall  not  count  too  much  upon 
them,  if  I  expect  as  much  for  them  as  I  mention'd  (in  my  letter  to 
John  Musser,)  I  was  offered  for  them  in  Lebanon.  I  wish  you 
to  take  the  fint  opportunity  of  sending  the  remainder,  or  if  I  meet 

*  See  Colon.  Bee.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  887. 
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an  opportunity  of  drawing  t  shall  take  that  Liberty.    I  retom  yoa 
my  sincere  thanks  for  your  kind  offers  of  service. 

Y'  ass*  friendi 

0.  JONES,  j' ♦  . 

Please  to  inclose  nnder  cover  to  P.  Bush.  I  wish  yon  oonld  find 
an.  opportunity  to  N.  Hower,  at  Frederioki  &  desire  him  to  forward 
it  to  me  immediately ;  k  tell  him  if  no  private  hand  offers  to  hire  % 
person,  to  bring  it  to  me  &  I  will  pay  the  E^pence.  - 

I  inclosed  Letters  to  your  Care.  Should  be  glad  to  hear  whether 
they  oame  to  hand — it  was  sometime  in  October.  ' 

DireeUd, 
For  Mathias  Slough/  Merohant|  Li  lAnoaster. 


OwBN  JoNBs,  Jb.,  to  Mathias  Gbaef^  1777. 

Wimcheeteri  1  Deoem'>  1777. 
Esteemed  Friend, 

I  reod  y**  favour  of  the  19*^.  The  Letter  you  say  yon  sent  me 
about  two  days  agoe  is  not  oome  to  hand.  I  cannot  advise  you  to 
send  the  money  to  me,  but  I  am  sure  If  you  were  here  yourself,  & 
as  I  know  you  to  be  very  capable  of  doing  business  to  much  advan- 
tage, you  would  be  able  to  lay  it  out  in  improved  plantations,  or  on 
Interest  to  your  satisfaction.  And  if  you  were  to  take  a  ride  this  wi^ 
it  might  turn  to  profit  to  a  Gentleman  of  your  turn,  who  like  to  be 
turning  the  penny  wherever  you  happen  to  be.  I  hear  Whisky  is 
down  to  8s.  6d.     If  your  business  should  lead  you  this  way,  I  wish 

ou  may  have  a  few  spare  square  Dollars  to  change  for  a  Friend. 

am  very  much  obliged  to  yoa  for  your  kind  offers  of  service^ 

believe  me  to  be 

your  Very  assured  friend, 

0.  JONES,  j'. 
Dir^tedj 

For  Mathias  Oraeff,  In  Lancaster, 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  888. 


{ 
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Owen  Jones  Jb.,  to  John  Mussee,  1777. 

Winchester^  1  Deoember^  1777. 

Dear  Friend, 

This  day  I  received  yonr  favour  of  the  18th^  I  am  obliged  to  you 
for  your  kind  offers  of  service,  I  know  yon  are  well  satisfied  that  you 
may  eoramand  mine,  I  very  much  wish  it  had  been  in  your  power  to 
have  sent  the  whole  money  because  what  I  have  got  will  not  answer 
mj  purpose  till  I  receive  the  rest,  I  could  borrow  here  but  I  dont  like 
it— I  beg  yon  will  assist  our  friend  Slough  in  getting -the  highest 
price,  some  of  your  friends  in  the  Country  would  be  like  to  purchase, 
I  hope  you  will  bo  able  to  get  as  much  as  I  wrote  you  I  was  offered 
at  Lebanon — If  I  dont  hear  soon  from  Lancaster  I  have  some 
thoughts  of  hireing  a  person  to  come  there  with  some  more,  my' 
lest  wishes  attend  yourself  &  agreeable  little  family,  I  shall  be  happy 
when  the  day  comes  that  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  once 
more  in  Philadelphia,  but  I  believe  it  is  at  a  Distance,  you  need  not 
mind  the  Tea  I  wrote  for,  I  have  got  a  supply  from  Baltimore. 

adieu, 

yours, 

0.  JONES,  Jr. 

P.  8.    I  enclosed  sometime  ago  Letters  to  ygur  Oare,  have  you 
Reeived  them. 

DiVotof, 
For  John  Mnsser,  In  Lancaster. 


Owen  Jones,  Jr.,  to  Mathias  Slough,  1777. 

Winchester,  2  December,  1777 

Bear  Friend, 

I  wrote  yon  yesterday  since  which  I  have  drawn  on  you  for  532 
Continental  Dollars  in  favour  of  Jacob  Sitler,  which  I  hope  yon  will 
honor  at  sight  as  he  was  in  some  doubt  he  oould  not  get  it  imediatcly 
on  showing  the  Bill — I  have  sent  by  him  2  half  Joes  which  with 
the  others  sent,  I  hope  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  this  Bill  and  the 
money  sent — ^I  know  yon  will  do  the  best  for  my  Interest, 

I  am 

with  real  regard 

your  as'  friend  ' 

OWEN  JONES,  Jr. 
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P.  S.    If  there  ehoald  be  any  Ballanoe  in  your  bands  please  to 
remit  it  to  me,  if  on  the  other  side  please  to  write  me. 

Directed, 
For  Mathias  Slongb^  Merchant  In  Lancaster. 


Owen  Jonbs  Jr.,  &  T.  Matlack  Certificates.  177T. 

Winchester,  2d  December,  1777. 

Dear  Friend,  • 

I  reo'  your  favonr  by  Jacob  Sitler,  who  has  been  so  kind  as  io 
famish  me  with  532  Continental  Dollars,  for  which  I  have  given 
him  my  draft  on  you;  which  you  will  please  to  honor. 

I  am 

y  as*  friend 

OWEN  JONES,  Jr. 


Winchester,  Dec'  2, 1777, 
532  continental  Dollars. 

At  sight  please  to  pay  to  Jacob  Sitler  or  his  order  five  hundred  and 
thirty  two  continental  Dollers,  value  rec*  of  him  in  this  place  in  the 
like  sum  of  continental  Dollars,  with  or  without  further  advice. 

OWEN  JONES,  Jr. 

His  Excellency 

The  president  is  requested  by  the  board  of  war  to  let  Jacob  Sitler 
have  the  above  Draft  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  permit. 

This  is  copy  of  a  note  unsigned  at  the  bottom  of  the  s*  letter  & 
draft. 

T.  M. 


(Copy.) 

The  above  letter  dated  Winchester  2  December,  1777,  and  draft 
of  the  same  date  both  signed  O.  Jones  jun',  are  true  copies  of  origi- 
nals,' written  on  the  same  sheet  of  paper  whereon  a  letter  from  Ma- 
thias Slough  of  Lancaster  had  writted  to  Owen  Jones  jun%  dated  at 
Lancaster,  Nov'  17  1777,  and  now  in  my  hands. 

examined  by  me  &  carefully  compared, 

T.  MATLACK,  Seo^. 
Dec  24, 1777. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  888. 
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Lt.  Samtjbl  HusmB  to  Captain  John  Hambbight,  1777. 

Fort  AngoflUy  2d  December^  1777.    * 

Dear  Sir, 

I  wrote  to  Coancil  by  Major  Robert  Arthar  the  11  tb  last  montb| 
informing  bis  Excel eocj  that  the  first  Class  &  part  of  the  secondi 
that  was  stationed  on  the  frontiers  of  this  County,  that  their  two 
months  was  then  ont  and  that  they  looked  to  me  for  their  pay,  which 
I  promised  them  as  soon  as  it  was  sent  me  from  Lancaster.  I  made 
mention  of  three  Thoosand  Dollars  being  a  sum  sufficient  to  be  sent 
at  this  time,  but  double  the  sum  is4ittle  enough,  as  Victualing  the 
Militia  there  amounts  to  a  Greater  sum  than  I  expected.  If  there 
is  no  Paymaster  appointed  as  yet  for  our  County  Militia,  I  would 
Becommend  Capt.  William  Gray,  of  Bufaloe,  for  that  office,  as  I 
know  him  to  be  an  Honest  man  and  fit  for  such  Business,  you  will 
be  pleased  to  mention  this  in  Council  in  case  the  money  is  not  sent 
up  to  me  before  this  reaches  you,  or  a  Paymaster  appointed.  The 
People  on  the  Frontiers  of  this  County  has  got  Frightened  once 
more,  by  aooounts  Received  from  Westmoreland  County  of  the 
Indian's  doings  a  vast  deal  of  mischief  there,  how  true  this  is  I  can- 
not, tell,  but  it  Discourages  the  Inhabitants  on  the  West  branch  very 
much  as  there  is  none  of  the  Militia  of  Col.  Cookson  Long's  Battal- 
lion  assembled  until  I  receive  orders  from  Counoilj  which  f  would  be 
glad  to  know  as  soon  as  Possable. 

lam. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obed<, 

Humb"  Ser?*| 

8AML.  HUNTER. 

N.  B.    Remember  your  promise  to  write  to  me  when  opportunity 
offers. 

Dirietedj 

To  Captain  John  Hambright,  Esq',  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Coandl,  Lancaster. 

Ptv'd  by  Cap*  1 
fiiTid  Harris,  j 

8* 
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BXAMINATJON  OF.  Jo»N  BWBWfY,  ITTT- 

Tateii, 

John  Sweinej  was  a  private  in  Capt.  Thomson's  Company  otf 
Col.  Hazen'3  Begiment  at  the  Battle  of  Brandjwine,  where  ho  was 
ts&en  prisolier  bj  the  Enemy,  among  others  who  were  said  to  be 
^0.  That  he  was  coafiaed  in  Wilmington  in  the  Academy  nntil 
last  Thursday  night,  when  he  made  his  escape.  That  he  supposes 
the  number  of  the  Enemy  to  be  about  1300  at  that  place,  greatly 
alarmed  &  very  much  fatigued  with  Duty.  That  their  wounded  after 
the  Battle  were  removed  to  Wilmington.  He  heard  one  of  the  sol- 
diers of  the  Greens  say  that  their  Brigade  was  chiefly  cut  off.  That 
he  knows  of  but  one  of  our  ofi&cers  (a  Lieutenant)  taken  prisoner, 
except  a  Oapt.  &  Lieut.,  who  were  wounded  k  the  latter  since  dead. 
That  the  Talk  among  them  was  that  our  people  never  made  such  a 
Stand  before  as  at  Germantown,  that  they  were  three  times  charged 
with  fixed  Bayonets  but  could  not  be  broke.  1500  of  ours  they  said 
were  killed  there  k  but  few  of  theirs,  but  among  these  are  Colonel 
and  Major  &  a  General  (bo  thinks  Agnew.) 

Cochnawaga  settlement  in  Tork  County,  Tyron  Township. 


H.  Db  Haybn  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

HummelstowO;  Dwf  2nd,  1777. 
Hon*  Sir, 

By  your  letter  of  Yestetday  I  am  informed  that  Council  is  desirous 
to  know  the  number  of  Riffled  Guns  now  at  this  place  fit  for  service 
or  that  may  be  made  so  in  a  few  days.  By  Enqiring  of  Mr.  Bitten* 
faonse  I  find  there  is  abqut  twenty-Eight)  whieh  may  be  made  fit  by 
Monday  or  Tuesday  next. 

For  Peter  DeHaven, 

Prom  Tour  Hum*  Serv*, 

H.  DE  HAVEN. 

For  The  Hon»«  Thos.  Wharton,  J%  Presid'  &c.,  in  Lancaster. 
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In  OongresB,  t>eff  8d,  1777. 

Whereas  it  is  tbe  unifonn  piaoiicei)f  oar  enemies  to  pnrsne  every 
measure  which  may  tend  to  distract,  divide  and  delude  the  inhabi- 
tanU  of  these  states ;  to  effect  which  purpose  they  h^ve  amoDg^ 
other  arts  promoted  associations  for  supporting  the  credit  of  the 
pobliek  money  struck  under  the  authority  and  sanction  of  the  King 
of  ^reat  Britain,  whioh  assomaticns  are  evidently  calculated  to  sap 
the  confidence  of  the  publick  in  the  continental  bills  of  credit  and  ii| 
those*  isaned  by  the  authority  of  the  respective  States  and  to  farnjsh 
a  medium  for  carrying  on  a  penkicious  and  traitorous  commerce 
between  the  enemy  and  the  citizens  of  these  States. 

Ecsolvedj  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Legislative 
aathorities  of  the  respective  States  forthwith  to  enact  laws  requiring 
an  persons  within  their  respective  states^  who  m^  be  possessed  of 
any  bills  of  credTt  struck  under  the  sanction  and  authority  of  the, 
EiQ^  of  Great  Britain,  on  or  before  the  nineteenth  day  of  Aprils' 
177o^  foitbwith  to  deliver  in  tbe  same  to  a  Commissioner  or  Coxnw 
misatoners,  for  that  purpose  to  be  appointed  In  each  county  of  the 
respective  states;  and  to  declare  in  the  laws  so  enacted  that  all  bills^ 
ef  credit  under  the  description  above  mentioned,  whioh  shalf  not  be 
SO  delivered  in^  within  sr^ch  reasonable  time  as  the  respective  States 
shall  for  each  purpose  limit;  shall  thenceforth  become  utterly  Irre- 
deemable. ' 

Extract  from  the  minuteS| 

CHilRLEB  THOMSOJ^,  Sec'iy. 


*M 


Ih  Congbb^s,  Dbcr.  4th,  1777. 

'  Whereas  experience  hath  evidenced  that  the  laws  which  have  been 
enacted  in  the  state  of  Pennsilvania,  permitting  the  furnishing  of 
lahikittileB  to  perform  Uilitia  ^vitj,  have  aot  onr^  teaded  ta  impede 
the  march  of  the  Militia  on  critical  occasions,  but  likewise  to  impedei 
the  recruiting  service  and  to  encourage  desertions  from  the  Ooati- 
nental  army. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Legis- 
Uttore  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsilvania  forthwith  to  repeal  the 
dause  in  the  said  laws,  which  permits  the  hiring  of  substitutes  to 
perform  Militia  duty,  and  in  lieu  thereof  to  impose  and  lay  such 
files  on  those  persons  who  neglect  or  refuse  to  march  when  called 
forth  on  doty,  as  the  said  Legislature  shall  deem  adequate  to  personal 
service^  the  fines  so  levied  to  be  appropriated  as  a  fund  for  granting 
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fluoh  additional  bounties  to  Continental  reernits  as  the  Legislature 
may  deem  expedient,  ia  order  to  aiipplj  the  defioienoies  in  their  quota 
of  continental  troops. 


General  John  Armstrong  to  Frbsident  Wharton,  1777. 

Gamp  at  White  Marshy  4^  Decern^  1777. 
Dear  Sir| 

Counoil,  as  I  apprehend,  having  acquainted  Messrs.  Penn  &  Chew 
that  they  must  expect  to  be  removed  to  one  of  tho  Eastren  StateS| 
has  filled  these  Oent"  with  pain,  as  thej  say  they  have  no  acquaint- 
anoe  whatever  in  that  part  of  the  country ;  and  by  message  thro' 
Coll.  Blain,  earnestly  requested^  that  I  shou'd  writ^  to  the  Gouncil| 
that  they  might  be  favour*^  with  being  sent  to  a  more  Southern 
State — ^I  presume  Maryland  or  Virginia. 

'  I  cannot  perceive  any  inconvenience  to  the  publick  from  this 
degree  of  gratification,  provided  the  place  is  not  at  any  Port,  and 
shou'd  be  obliged  by  the  indulgence. 

'Tis  now  five  in  the  morniog,  and  aa  my  Division  are  on  their 
march  to  meet  the  Enemy,  as,  I  presume,  are  the  whole  army,  I 
can.  only  add  that  the  advanced  guard  of  the  Enemy  are  said  to  be 
on  this  side  Jermantown.  Gratitude  alone  is  my  motive  for  tho 
motion  above,  which  perhaps  I  may  not  be  able  to  make  to-morrow. 

I  am  in  haste, 

but  with  great  inspect, 

your  Excellency's 

Most  Obed*  hurnV  Serv*, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

I  have'  lately  wrote  and  enclosed  a  return.  This  may  be  an 
important  day. 

JDirtctedf 

To  His  Excellenoy  Thos.  Wharton,  Esq',  PNoident  of  the  StalOi 
Laneaster. 
•  ByGoU.  Blain. 
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Col.  JoHif  Batard  to  Pusibsnt  Whartok,  1777. 

Fymotb,  Dec  4**,  1777. 
Dear  SIfj 

M'  TottDg  caird  on  me  with  the  Resolve  of  Council  respecting 
Oar  Troops.  Yesterday  we  waited  on  the  General :  shewed  him 
the  resolve^  &  had  some  conversation  with  him  on  the  Subject.  He 
at  first  apprehended  Council  reflected  on  him  in  the  resolve,  as  it 
implied  partiality  in  the  distribution  of  tbe  Cloathing.  We  assured 
Him  there  was  no  design  in  Council  to  throw  the  least  reflection  on 
bim,  but  that  our  appointment  was  to  enquire  into  the  Fact,  wether 
the  Troops  of  this  State  were  worse  Cloathed  than  those  from  other 
States^  &  if  so,  the  Causes  why.  The  Oen^  requested  we  would  go 
through  the  army  &  view  the  situation  of  the  Troops  in  general^  & 
then  Call  on  the  Officers  of  our  own  State  to  receive  their  account 
of  the  situation  of  their  men.  This  We  did,  &  upon  examining  find 
most  of  the  Troops  (except  the  New  England  meU;  who  are  well 
Cloathed,)  nearly  in  the  same  situation. 

There  are  great  Complaints  by  the  Officers  against  the  Clothier 
6enl,  k  Genl.  Wayne  assures  us  if  He  had  not  sent  out  Officers 
to  buy  Cloathing  of  every  kind,  thro  the  Country,  His  Troops  must 
have  been  naked,  &  now  there  are  above  one-third  that  have  neither 
Breeches,  Shoes,  Stockings,  Blankets,  k  are  by  that  means  rendered 
unable  to  do  duty,  or  indeed  keeping  the  Field.  It  is  truly  dbtres- 
ring  to  see  these  poor  naked  fellows  encamp'd  on  Bleek  Hills ;  ft 
yet  when  any  prospeot  of  an  action  with  the  Enemy,  these  Brave 
men  appear  full  of  Spirits  &  eager  for  engaging.  Yesterday  it  was 
expected  Genl.  Howe  would  come  out.  Our  army  was  drawn  out 
to  receive  him^  ft  continued  under  arms  till  10  o'Clock. 

It  has  been  under  serious  Consideration  with  the  Council  of  War 
to  go  into  immediate  Winter  Quarters,  &  that  Lancaster  ft  Reading 
should  be  the  places.  But  I  hope  this  will  not  be  the  Case.  We 
have  conversed  with  several  Genl.  Officers,  on  this  Head,  ft  repre* 
sented  the  horrid  Consequences  that  must  follow  such  a  measure ; 
indeed,  ncMthing  less,  I  think,  but  the  Loss  of  the  States  of  New 
Jeney,  Delaware,  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  ft  great  part  of  this 
State.  I  find  our  field  officers  in  general  are  violently  opposed  to  it^ 
k  declare  should  such  a  measure  be  adopted  they  would  immediately 
nsign,  as  they  would  consider  it  giving  up  the  Cause  in  a  great 
aeuore.  The  Soldiery  are  in  general  willing  to  stay  in  Camp, 
provided  thej  oan  get  Cloathing. 

I  am  happy  to  find  the  Committee  from  Congress  at  Head  Quar- 
ien ;  had  some  conversation  with  them,  ft  find  they  are  opposed  to 
the  Idea  of  breaking  up  th6  Camp.     Mr.  Young  ft  self  are  to  meet    . 
them  at  the  Qenl's.  to-day.  .  I  Expect  to  sett  of  for  Lancaster  fnday 
€f  Satordaj.     Wo  shall  conclude  what  to  do  with  the  Cloathing   ^ 


that  may  be  collected ;  at  present  I  think  they  ahonid  be  held  for 
the  uV^  pf  opr  Offro  ftQop^ — this  is  QeaL  Wayoe'a  Opwi<m  i  ho)  oil 
a  farther  Conference,  which  we  Expect  to-day,  we  shall  come  to  saoh 
oonelvsion  as  mi^  be  thoiig^t  best  to  promote  the  Cause. 

I  shall  write  you  further  provided  I  should  be  detained  this  week^ 
w«^  depends  upon  the  determination  of  the  Council  respecting  going 
iato  Quarters. 

In  the  meantime, 

I  am  ^ 

with  great  respect, 

Dear  Sir, 
your  Very  Hble  Scfrv*., 

JOHN  BArARD. 

Paper,  Penas  ft  Ink  hard  to  be  got  here. 

Directedf 

Qn  Fuhlio  Seryiice^ 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Whartoa,  Jmi%  FreaideQt  of  tb^ 
State  or  Peansylvauia. 

^  favor  of  Mr.  Davidson. 


Extract  ov  a  LiffrvsR  prom  tab  Boabi>  of  War  to  his 

EXCBLLBNCrsr  THE  PrBBIDKNT  op  the   STATB  op  PBHH«YIi-t 

VAKiA.    Dated  4th  December,  1777. 

William  Montgomery,  who  says  he  is  a  Native  Gf  Chester  County,* 
ft  Brother  to  Parson  Montgomery  of  Anapolis,  Maryland,  ft  pro- 
duces a  Certificate  fVom  a  tfustice  Paschall  of  Philadelphia,  of  hfa 
having  taken  the  ajffirmation  of  allegiance  to  the  the  states  on  the 
18  th  August  last.    He  allows  he  has  no  scruples  against  taking  an- 
oath  or  affirmation.    He  lived  in  Philadelphia  all  last  summer  and 
followed  trading — ^left  Philadelphia  Sunday,  was  two  weeks,  and 
went  in  a  vessel  belonging  to  the  Enemy,  having  obtained  a  Pass 
from  Major  Balfour,  Gen'l  Howe's  aide  camp,  thro  the  Interest  of 
Abel  Evans,  Mr.  Galloway's  Clerk;  he  landed  at  Newcastle,  ft 
e&me  thro'  Newark  to  Lancaster,  having  passed  thro'  General- P&t- 
terson^s  Camp.    This  pass  was  taken  out  of  his  coat  sleeve,  and  he 
said  he  carried  the  certificate  of  his  having  taken  the  affirmation  to. 
the  states,  in  his  shoe,  while  among  the  enemy.     He  was  at  Lan- 
caster when  the  Enemy  Fass'd  thro'  Chester  County,  and  went  to 
Philadelphia  to  get  out  a  quantity  of  Whiskey  he  had  in  the  city, 
and  was  induced  to  stay  there  under  General  Howe's  proclamation, 
that  he  had  three  hogshead  of  37hiskey  taken  from  them;  and  has 
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leoeiTed  notliiDg  for  it ;  the  Residue  be  sold  for  part  old  money  and 
part  hard  monej^  and  proSaooe  7  Goineas  an  half^  Joe  and  some 
nWer ;  he  was  going  to  Staunton,  in  Virginia,  where  he  has  many 
Relations,  among  whom  he  intended  to  spend  the  Winter,  having 
provided  himself  with  some  powder  ft  lead  for  his  amusement,  dur« 
ing  his  stay  there.  That  he  has  not  taken  the  Oath  to  his  BcittaoeQ^ 
Majefity,  it  having  never  been  requited  of  him ;  the  reason  of  his 
Wmg  apprehended  at  first,  was  bis  having  held  Conversation  tendi 
mg  to  intimidate  the  people,  and  partioularly  one  with  a  Mrs. 
White,*  the  landlady  of  an  Inn,  whom  he  told  General  Howe  would 
have  his  Head  Qouten  soon  at  Yorktown — that  our  army  would 
not  be  able  to  fight,  as  our  men  were  better  Runners  than  FighterSj^ 
"  and  always  had  the  Bullets  in  their  Backs,  and  such  other  conver- 
"  sation  which  the  emissaries  of  the  Enemy  are  accustomed  to  make 
^^  of,  he  also  appeared  to  be  connected  with. 


War  Office,  y  20**  January,  1778. 

I  Certify  the  above  Extract  to  be  a  true  Copy  of  the.  origii»l, 
transmitted  to  His  Exeellenoyi  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun',  &  the 
Coancil  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  referring  the  case  of  W" 
Montgomery  to  their  Determination. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  D.  S. 


Gentlemen, 

As  the  Board  of  War  nnderstand,  the  executive  authority  of  this 
state  have  referred  the  Examination  &  Determination,  with  respect 
to  W*  Montgomery,  to  you.  They  have  thought  proper  to  transmit 
you  the  sabstanoe  ci  his  examinatbn  at  the  time  he  was  ti^en  up 
^-hls  having  a  Pass  from  General  Howe's  ud  de  Gamp,  with  'the 
Bepositioii  of  Mrs.  White,  were  Girewnstanoes  that  the  Board  could 
not  look  over,  ft  therefore  thought  no  time  should  be  loftt  in  seooc* 
ag;  ibey  have  in  this  Instanee^  as  in  others,  tuned  the  affior  afer 
te  the  Civil  authority. 

I  am  Gent*, 

your  hnmble  serv*, 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  D.  S.    ; 

W"  Lees,  Esqr.,  Yorktown. 

JOfr^ed, 

To  W"  Lees,  Preder*  Eichelberger,  W"  Scott,  Esqrs.,  Yorktown. 
On  public  service.. 

*  See  Vol.  v.,  p.  97. 
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RBSOLUTKm  OF  OeNBBAL  ASSEMBLY,   1777. 

Thofsdafy  December  4th;  1777,  A.  M. 

On  Motion, 

Resolved  that  this  House  do  reoommend  to  hia  EzeelleDcj,  the 
President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  this  State,  to  issue  a 
Proclamation  to  Dissolve  the  Council  of  Safety,*  constituted  by  an 
Act  of  Assembly  passed  on  the  13th  day  of  October  last,  agreeable 
to  the  powers  vested  in  the  said  President  &  Executive  Council  by 
the  said  Act. 

Eodem  Die  p.  m. 

On  Motion, 

Ordered,  that  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Anderson,  Mr.  Cunningham,  Mr. 
Harris,  Mr.  James  Brown,  &  Mr.  Irwin,  be  a  Committee  to  wait  on 
his  Excellency  the  President,  &  Executive  Council,  with  a  Copy  of 
the  Resolve  of  this  morning,  respecting  the  Dissolution  of  the 
Council  of  Safety. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 


JOHN  MORRIS,  Jr.,  Clerk. 


Resolution  op  Council,  1777. 

In  Council. 

Lancaster,  Deo'r  5<*,  1777. 

Ordered  that  John  Jordan  be  appointed  Waggon  master  of  the 
County  of  Lancaster,  in  the  Room  of  Furguson  Mollvaine.  And 
lie  is  authorised  &  directed  to  nominate  a  suitable  number  of  Depu- 
ties to  make  out  a  List  of  Waggons  in  the  s^  County,  &  to  take 
order  that  the  Waggons  employed  from  time  to  time  in  the  publick 
service,  perform  their  Duty  in  their  Turn,  &  to  proceed  therein, 
agreeable  to  such  Directions  as  he  shall  receive  from  this  Council. 

*  This  Council  of  Safety  was  dissolTcd  by  proclamation  on  the  6tli— eee 
it  ia  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  858. 
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Circular  of  Council,  1777. 

In  Counei],  Lanoasteri  Deo'r  5, 1777. 
Sir, 

The  greal  smns  adyaneed  by  the  Gonnoil  for  snbstitates  &  for 
▼trioQS  other  purposes  have  rednced  iis  to  the  atmost  Distress  for 
Waot  of  Money.  We  hoped  before  this  time  to  have  been  reim* 
borsed  the  sabatitnted  Money  by  the  Lientenants,  k  we  must  beg 
yon  will  exert  yourself  with  all  possible  Dispatch  to  collect  the  Fines 
from  Delinquents  &  remit  them  to  the  Treasurer  as,  without  this,  the 
pvblie  service  must  inevitably  suffer. 

We  must  also  beg  you  will  send  forward  the  returns  of  all  the 
Militia  of  yoor  County  who  have,  from  time  to  time,  turned  out  in 
the  several  classes. 

I  am  &c., 

By  order  of  Council. 

,  Esqr. 


Warrant  of  Arrbst,  1777. 


In  Council,  Lancaster,  Decmber  6, 1777. 


Pennsylyama  ss. 

To  the  Sheriff  or  Deputy  Sheriff  of  Lancaster  Couhty. 

Whereas  it  is  made  appear  to  this  Council  that  Jacob  JCeller, 
George  Adam  France,  David  Menser,  Samuel  Bowman  and  Henry 
Brental,  in  defiance  of  a  Warrant  issued  by  Council  to  Adam  Eimmel'*' 
to  press  two  Waggons  for  Public  Service,  did  by  force  of  arms  take 
from  the  said  Kimmel  the  Horses  which  he  had  so  impressed  under 
the  authority  aforesaid. 

Tou  are  therefore  commanded  to  apprehend  the  said  Keller,  George 
Adam  France,  David  Mender,  Samuel  Bowman  &  Henry  Brental, 
and  forth"with  bring  them  before  this  Council  to  answer  the  complaint 
and  for  yoar  so  doing  this  shall  be  your  sufficient  Warrant. 

By  order  of  Council. 
*  8ee  CoL  Rec.  YbL  XI.  p.  881, 882. 
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Bbsolution  of  Obnebai«  Assbmblt,  1777. 

In  Qoaeral  Aflsembly  of  the  Oommoiiwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Saturday  December  6th  1777. 

In  thifl  time  of  hostile  invaaon  when  the  capital  city  of  this  state 
is  in  ihe  possession  of  our  inveterate  enemies,  and  a  eonsid^able 
part  of  the  ooantry  liable  to  their  incarsions,  by  which  they  may  be 
enabled  to  procure  great  supplies  of  provisions  and  other  necessariesi 
if  timely  measures  be  not  taken  to  prevent  them.  And  as  in  this 
time  of  danger,  it  must  be  evident  to  all  men  that  it  is  highly  im<- 
prudent  that  those  provisions  so  essentially  necessary  to  them,  and 
at  the  same  time  so  useful  to  us,  should  be  within  the  reach  of  those 
incursiojis  which  either  their  situation  or  any  future  chance  of  war 
may  enable  them  to  make.  It  therefore  becomes  necessary  that 
some  vigorous  and  decisive  measures  should  be  adopted  in  that 
behalf.  And  as  there  is  no  time  to  be  lost  in  the  present  emergent 
state  of  affairs,  and  the  ordinary  forms  of  law  and  civil  Government 
ci^nnot  now  be  observed :' — 

Therefore  Besolved, 

That  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  commander  in  chief  of 
the  forces  of  the  United  States  of  America,  be  impowered,  and  he  is 
hereby  impowered  to  appoint  and  c(»mm*ision  any  number  of  persons, 
who  have  taken  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  fidelity  to  this  State  or  to 
the  United  State  to  buy  up  stock  provisions  and  forage  of  what  kind 
soever  which  he  may  think  necessary  for  supporting  the  army  under 
his  command,  or  apprehend  to  be  in  danger  of  being  seised  by  the 
Enemy  in  any  place  within  this  State. 

2*'  Resolved,  That  the  General  be  impowered  in  ease  any  of  the 
inhabitants  shall  refase  to  sell,  to  authorise  the  said  pertK)ns  to  take 
80  much  of  the  said  stock  provisions  forage  and  other  articles  as  he 
shall  think  necessary,  leaving  and  reserving  such  part  thereof  as  shall 
be  necessary  for  the  use  and  consumption  of  the  family. 

8*  Resolved,  That  the  persons  so  appointed  or  commissioned  by  the 
General,  if  they  do  not  pay  at  the  time,  shall  give  certificates  to  the 
persons  from  whom  they  shall  take  or  receive  any  of  the  articles 
aforesaid,  specifying  the  kind  quality  and  qaantity  thereof,  and 
signed  with  their  names :  which  certificates  shall  entitle  the  owners 
to  receive  the  value  thereof  from  the  commissary  general  of  purchases. 

4^  Resolved  also  that  the  President  or  Vice  President  and  Council  be 
and  they  are  hereby  impowered  to  excuse  from  Militia  duties  every 
skilful  cooper  who  shall  bona  fide  be  employed  by  the  commisary 
general  of  purchases  or  any  persoD  under  him,  in  making  fiour  casks 
or  pork  barrels  for  the  use  of  the  state  during  the  time  he  shall  be 
80  employed :  provided,  the  said  term  extend  not  beyond  the  sixth 
day  of  February  next.    And  they  are  also  hereby  impowered  to 
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impover  proper  perscma  in  saoh  diBtrioto  as  they  my  thiok  Deoessaryi 
to  seiie  and  Taloe  all  barrel  siavesi  heading  and  hoops,  that  are  fit  for 
the  said  purpose  and  in  the  hands  of  persons  refusing  or  neglecting  to 
work  them  up  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

5^  Tliat  the  Presideot  or  Vice  President  and  Counsil  he  and  they 
ue  hereby  authorised  and  impowered,  in  oase  they  cannot  otherwise 
prorare  waggons  and  horses,  to  take  the  molt  effectual  measures 
for  that  purpose  by  impressing.  ^' 


Deposition  of  Jacob  StrrLER,  1777. 

Jacob  Sittler,  of  the  Town  of  York,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, being  duly  examined  and  sworn  on  the  Evangelists  of  Alffiighty 
God,  deposeth  and  saith — ^That  on  or  abont  the  Sixth  of  November 
last,  being  at  Winchester,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  he  received  from 
Owen  Jones,  junr,^  one  of  the  Quaker  Pris",  Fourteen  half  Johan- 
nes's, with  directions  to  deliver  the  same  to  John  Musser,  In  Lan- 
caster ;  that  he  delivered  the  said  half  Johannes  to  the  said  John 
Musser,  who  informed  him  that  they  were  intended  for  Matthias 
Slough,  of  Lancaster :  &  further  this  Deponent  saith  not. 

JACOB  SITTLER. 

War  Office,  6th  DeC.,  1777. 
Sworn  before 

•     JOSKPH  NOUBSB,  D.  S- 


Affirmation  op  Prbdbrick  Schauss,  1777. 

Northampton,  ss. 

On  the  sixth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our*  Lord  one  thou- 
Buid  Seven  hundred  and  Seventy  seven,  Before  me,  Robert  Levers, 
Ssq*.,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  said  county,  per« 
Kmally  appeared  Frederick  Schauss,  of  the  town  of  Easton,  in  the 
Bud  county,  one  of  the  guard  at  the  said  town,  and  upon  his  solemn 
iffirmatioa  according  to  law,  did  say,  that  on  or  about  the  Seven* 
teenth  day  of  November  last,  he,  this  affirmant,  then  being  officer 
of  the  guard  at  the  ferry,  at  Easton,  Mr.  Henry  Yanfleck,  of  Beth« 
khem,  in  said  county,  and  a  certain  person  unknown  to  this  affirm- 
tni,  and  whose  name  he  does  not  remember,  came  to  the  ferry  iu 
order  to  pass  the  river  Delaware ;  that  this  affirment  enquired  if 
they  had  passes,  upon  which  the  person  unknown  produced  a  passy 
W  this  affirmant  does  not  remember  by  whom  signed ;  that  he  also 

*  See  Col.  Reo.  VoL  XI.,  p.  888. 
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0aid  he  had  a  certificate  that  he  had  taken  the  Test,  hat  did  not  jiro- 
dace  it  to  this  affirmant  *,  that  when  he  examined  Mr.  Henry  Van* 
fleck,*  this  affirmant  says  that  Mr.  Vanfleck  produced  a  paper  signed 
by  Mr.  John  Okely,  of  Bethlehem,  and  this  affirmant  knowing  Mr. 
Okely  not  to  be  a  magistrate,  and  conceiving  that  he  held  no  authority 
in  this  county,  did  not  read  the  contents  of  the  paper  signed  by  Mr. 
Okely  and  produced  to  this  affirmant;  that  afterwards  this  affirmant 
sayAir.  Vanfleck  produced  to  him  a  pass  signed  by  Colonel  Robert 
Lettis  Hooper,  of  this  Town,  with  which  this  affirmant  seemed  sat- 
isfied ;  That  afterwards,  whilst  Mr.  Vanfleck  and  the  other  person 
went  into  the  house  of  Mr.  Gordon  to  pay  the  ferriage,  this  depo- 
nent says  he  felt  uneasy,  remembering  that  Mr.  Levers  had  told  him 
a  little  before,  that  if  Mr.  Vanfleck  had  not  a  certificate  of  having 
taken  the  test,  he,  this  affirmant,  should  brine  Mr.  Vanfleck  before 
him,  and  therefore  thb  affirmant  went  into  Mr.  Gordons  house  to 
theip,  and  asked  them  again  if  they  had  certificates  from  a  magis- 
trate of  having  taken  the  T^t,  on  which  the  stranger  replied,  yes, 
we  have ;  and  you  may  take  my  word,  and  depend  on  it,  that  we 
are  true  whigs,  and  this  affirmant  says  he  then  let  them  paas^  and 
further  saith  not 

FREDERICK  SCHAUSS. 
Taken  and  affirmed  the  day  and  year  ) 
abovesaid;  before  me,  J 

ROBEBT  LeYERS. 


Arch'd  Lochret  to  Pres.  Wharton.  1777. 

Westmoreland,  y*  6'*  Decem'.,  1777. 
Honnored  Sir : 

I  Wrote  to  your  Excellencyf  by  Cot.  Shields,  giving  a  State  of 
the  Ravages  Committed  by  the  Indians  on  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
County ;  they  have  still  Continued  to  Destroy  and  Bum  Houses, 
Bams  and  Grain,  as  you  will  see  more  Particular  in  a  Patationfrom 
the  People  to  the  Honnorable  Assembly,  Praying  Relieff.  (My 
situation  Hass  Been  Critical ;  Genneral  Hand  required  more  Men 
than  I  could  Possebly  furnish  from  Two  Batalions,  which  is  all  I 
can  Pertend  to  Have  jurisdiction  over,  on  ace*  of  the  unsettled 
Boundery  between  this  State  and  Virginia.)  I  sent  One  Hundred 
Men  for  the  Expadition,  some  of  them  Reached  the  Genneral  *at 
fort  Pitt,  the  Remainder  was  Stopt  by  His  Order,.at  the  same  time 
the  frontears  of  Our  County  Lay  Expossed  to  the  Marcy  of  the 
Savages ;  Not  a  Man  on  Our  firuntears  from  Logenear  to  the  Al^nia 

♦  See  p.  6.  t  See  VoL  V.,  p.  741. 
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Biver,  Ezoepi  a  few  at  fort  Hand,  on  ConiiBental  Pay.  I  was 
Oblidged,  by  the  Advice  of  the  sub-Iieatennants  &  other  Pr]Dci{>al 
People  of  the  Coanty,  to  adopt  the  Meafiurcs  I  Before  Laide  Down 
to  joar  Excellency ;  I  Reqaested  Genneral  Hands  Approbation  on 
the  Plaui  which  he  Deolinedy  as  you  May  see  His  Letter  of  the  18^ 
October  i  if  our  Measures  Had  not>  been  adopted,  I  am  yery  Car- 
tain  there  Would  Not  been  Many  Persons  on  the  North  Side  the 
Greats  Roide  Now,  if  there  Is  Not  Stors  Laide  in  this  Winter,  In 
Spring  they  Must  undoubtedly  Leave  the  Countery  ;  they  Have  no 
Salt  to  Lay  Up  Meat,  of  which  there  is  a  greate  Plenty,  their  Grain 
h  all  Barn'  &  Destroy'  on  the  North  of  Cunnemoch ;  if  there  is  No 
Store  of  Provision  for  Next  summer,  and  the  People  Hindred  from 
Getting  Spring  Crops  the  Cuntery  is  undoubtedly  Broke  up.  The 
Plan  we  Have  addopted  Has  Been  Put  in  Execution  at  the  Expenoe 
of  a  few  Individuals,  which  Cant  Be  Long  Continued  without  sup- 
ported by  the  Publick.  I  Have  sent  five  Indian  Scalps  taken  by 
One  of  our  Scouting  Party,  Commanded  by  Col*  Barr,  CoP  Perry, 
Col'  Smith,  &  Cap*  Kingston,  Being  Yolentears  in  the  Action.  The  ^ 
Action  Hapned  Near  Kittaning,  they  Retoock  Six  Horses  the  Sava- 
gea  Had  Taken  from  the  suffering  fruntears;  for  Encouragement  to 
other  Partys  I  Hoop  your  Excellancy  Will  Make  a  Eetaliation  for 
these  Scalps.     And  subscribe  myself, 

Hoonored  Sir,  your 

Excelkncys  Most  Oblidged 

Humble  Sarv*. 

AB.  LOCHBY. 

Directed, 

On  Publick  Sarvioc— To  His  Excellancy,  Tho»  Wharton.  Jun', 
Precedent  of  the  Shupraim  Executive  Councle,  Lanchester. 

By  Col«  Hays. 


Geo.  Ross  to  Col,  Thomas  Jones,  1777. 

Lancaster,  6*^  December,  1777. 
Sir, 

Notwithstanding  every  exertion  to  procure  Teams,  I  cannot  send 
a  Sufficient  number  to  Supply  the  calls  of  the  Army  from  this 
qiurter.  A  difficulty  has^now  occurr'd,  of  which  I  think  it  my  duty 
to  inform  you — ^it  is  determin'd  to  move  all  the  Flour  from  York  to 
tbis  aide  Sasquebannah,  By  which  all  the  Teams  on  the  West  of  the 
Kirer  are  employ'd,  so  that  every  supply  now  depends  on  the  Teams 
from  this  County,  which  I  am  affraid  are  so  great  that  I  cannot 
£fiect. 
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The  Vast  nnrober  of  Teams  employ'd  in  the  militia  is  one  great 
hindrance — bat  a  still  greater  one  is,  that  no  person  belonging  to' 
the  Militia  will  be  saffer*d  to  go  out  with  their  Teams,  without  the 
risk  of  being  fin'd  ;  naj,  'tis  gone  so  far  that  one  of  the  Ltentenants 
meeting  a  man  on  the  road  told  him,  at  his  risk;  to  go  out  with  his 
Team,  as  he  Might  depend  on  being  fined. 

The  people  offer  to  furnish  their  Teams  &  to  make  their  Tour  of 
'  Duty  for  two  months,  if  that  will  excuse  them  from  the  Militia.  I 
wish  this  could  be  done  Business  would  go  on  Cleverly :  If  'tis 
not  done  'twill  be  impossible  to  send  on  Teams  fast  enough.  I  now 
have  a  Dosen  of  Teams,  the  Horses  straying  about,  not  a  driver  to 
be  had^  for  the  reasons  I  have  mentioned.  Pray  let  me  hear  from 
you. 

Y'  Very  Obed^  Hum.  Servt. 

G.  ROSS,  D.  Q.  M.  a. 
To  Col.  Thomas  Jones,  D.  C.  Q.     (Copy.) 


Col.  John  Armstrong  to  Council,  1777. 

Camp  White  March,  7»»'  D'.,  at  Night,  1777. 
Sir, 

'  The  Enemy,  in  full  Force,  has  now  been  three  days  on  Chestnut 
Hill,  their  left  near  the  Wissahekin  &  the  right  extending  to  the 
head  of  Jermantown,  this  position  guarded  on  both  wings  was  not 
thought  80  elligible  as  oou'd  be  wished  for  an  attack  on  oar  part. 

On  Friday  last,  none  of  the  Army  (except  the  Horse)  moved,  bat 
the  Militia  only  intended  to  annoy  them  on  the  march,  for  this  par- 

E»se  General  Potter,  with  part  of  his  Brigade,  by  the  way  of  Barren 
ill  Church  for  the  Enemies  I^ft.  Gen*  Irwin,  with  six  hundred 
of  his,  went  on  a  different  direction,  only  to  send  them  out  in  small 
partys  &  give  some  instructions,  but  before  he  had  thought  proper 
to  disperse  his  men  they  fell  in  with  a  body  of  the  Enemy,  &  a  warm 
Scirmish  ensued  for  the  space  of  twenty  minutes,  a  few  of  ours 
behaved  pritty  well,  killed  &  wounded  some  of  the  Enemy,  amongst 
the  latter  was  a  Baron  Knight,  whos  name  the  informer  cou'd  not 

§ive,  but  we  have  lost  the  use  of  our  good  officer  &  friend  61.  Irwin, 
iree  of  his  fingers  being  shot  off  he  fell  from  his  Horse,  and  none 
of  his  men  gave  him  the  least  assistance,  being  at  that  time  broke 
and  runing,  as  did  the  greater  part  of  them  very  early.  Some  of 
Potters  had  a  short  Soirmish,  soon  repulsed,  but  killed  one  & 
brought  off  his  Sword.  The  lines  maned  almost  day  &  night — ^Tbe 
baffage,  &c.,  being  hastily  sent  off,  some  hundred  of  the  troops  have 
followed  it  under  the  pretext  of  getting  necessarys. 
At  12  last  night  the  Enemy  moved  toward  our  left  &  the  York 
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• 

poady  k  this  afternoon  the  general  attack  was  expected.  Oen'I  Pot- 
ter, with  his  whole  Brigade  &  the  best  of  our  militia,  was  order'd  to  a 
certain  woods — a  part  of  the  Enemies  rear  who  fir^t  discovered  onrs, 
attacked  &  soon  dispersed  them,  they  saj  bj  falling  into  bad  ground 
—fire  came  in  wounded,  &  some  few,  I  presume,  are  prisoners—* 
part  of  Morgans  light  troops  were  also  engaged  &  repulsed  bj  supe- 
rior numbers.  Tomorrow  morning,  roost  probably,  the  general  affair 
comes  on,  if  not  this  night ;  the  Express  shall  remain  until  farther. 
8tb,  at  night-T-this  day,  contrary  to  all  expectation,  is  also  passed  over 
without  an  attack,  the  Enemy  frequently  moveing,  &  sometimes  on 
different  directions  from  left  to  right  of  our  lines — Morgans  Corps, 
etrengthened  by  five  men  from  each  Continental  Batt*,  was  this 
afternoon  to  have  harrassed  the  Enemies  Wings,  but  at  dark  we  had 
DO  intelligence  of  the  effect — at  five^  we  were  informed  that  one  of 
their  Col  urns  were  in  march  toward  Jermantown,  whether  retreating 
or  repairing  to  that  Village  to  avoid  rain  is  yet  uncertain.  Since 
tbej  left  town  we  had  a  considerable  number  of  prisoners  &  deser- 
ters. The  Enemy  had  several  waggons  employed  in  carrying  off 
their  wounded,  on  Soirmish  of  Saturday — after  which,  Oen'l  Irwin, 
&  Sir  James  Murray,  had  their  wounds  dressed  at  Chesnut  Hill. 
Yesterday,  General  Read,  leading  on  some  of  our  Militia  with  whom 
be  itll  in  when  reoonoitering,  had  his  Horse  Shot  thro'  the  head, 
lost  one  of  his  Pntols,  Saddle  &  Bridle,  which  he  was  obliged  to 
leave  with  the  dead  Horse,  himself  having  a  narrow  escape.  The 
State,  I  hope,  will  make  up  this  loss  in  the  first  instance. 

9th.  In  the  morning. — Last  night  the  Enemy  thought  proper  to 
retreat  lo  Philad*,  having  burnt  the  new  Rising  Sun  Inn,  on  their 
way — whilst  they  lay  on  Chestnut  Hill  they  Burnt  some  good 
Houses  &  Bams,  and  have,  it's  said,  left  several  familys  little  more 
than  empty  wadls.  As  not  the  least  doubt  was  entertained  but  that 
they  wott'd  attack  as  in  our  Encampment,  the  General  thought  it 
migbt  have  been  imprudent  in  him  %o  have  left  his  Chosen  ground 
to  have  attacked  them  on  the  high  grounds  which  they  occupied,  as 
had  he  been  unfortunate,  no  doubt  wou'd  in  that  instance  incurred 
blame-:  indeed,  the  attack  on  the  part  of  Gen'l  Howe  oou'd  not 
well  be  doubted  with  the  force  k  apparatus  with  which  he  approached 
k  his  knowledge  of  General  Washington's  situation,  before  he  left; 
tbeOity,  nearly  equal  t8  what  it  cou'd  be  afterwards — at  any  rate, 
bad  he  stayed  but  one  day  longer,  Gen'l  Washington  wou'd  proba- 
bly have  deeamp'd  and  risqued  the  great  event  on  new  ground— 
this  was  on  the  Carpet.  I  cannot  shut  up  this  without  farther  la- 
menting the  loss  of  Gen'l  Irwin  to  this  State,  and  in  present  Cir- 
comstance  to  my  self  in  particular.  What  the  Council  will  do  in 
appointing  I  cannot  tell,  but  think  appointments  of  that  kind  shou'd 
not  be  hastily  gone  into.  I'm  this  moment  call'd  to  Headquarters,  . 
&  suppose  our  next  movement  is  the  subject,  &  perhaps  the  much 
heatier  point — a  dispossission  of  this  Army  for  the  Winter,  a  point 
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this  of  the  utmost  importance  to  Pennsjl^a*,  and  to  which  I  have 
^  paidj  &  shall  pay  evorj  degree  of  attention  in  my  power. 

I  am.  Sir;  sincerely  yourS| 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

D^trecteff, 

On  Public  Service. 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton^  Esq.^  Lancaster. 

^  EzprCdS. 


Richard  Peters  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

York  Town,  Dec  7*,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

As  I  am  considerably  interested  in  the  Preservation  of  Jthe  public 
Papers  of  this  State,  which  are  the  Foundations  of  Titles  to  their 
Documents  of  Private  Property,  I  hope  yon  will  not  think  me  un- 
reasonably apprehensive  when  I  mention  to  you  that  I  think  they 
should  be  collected  together  &  deposited  in  the  most  secure  Places. 
If  this  has  been  done,  I  should  be  obliged  to  yon  to  inform  me  of 
it,  &  that  you  would  let  me  know  where  the  Papers  of  the  several 
Public  Offices  are  secured.  I  have  no  new  Reason  for  any  Anxiety 
on  this  Score,  but  such  Information  will  much  conduce  to  my  pri- 
vate Satisfaction.  The  Register  GeneraUs  Papers  were  too  long 
left  with  the  Gentleman  who  formerly  executed  that  office,  nor  do  X 
now  know  where  they  are.  The  Surveyor  General's  Papers,  &  I 
believe  those  of  the  Land  Office,  were  sent  to  Lancaster,  but  whether 
they  were  moved  back  1  know  not.  I  recollect  M'  Tilgbman  ad- 
vertised, long  since  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  that  the  Land 
Office  was  opened,  which  made  me  fear  ho  had  possessed  himself  of 
the  Papers.  Gov'  Penn  sent  a  considerable  Number  of  Papers  to 
New  Castle,  as  I  heard  after  they  were  gone,  but  whether  the  Land 
Office  Papers  were  included  I  know  not.  The  Prothonotory's  Papers 
of  jPhilad*  County  were  sent  to  Reading.  Too  much  Caution  as  to 
these  Matters  cannot  be  used,  &  tho'  1  hato  no  present  Doubts  of 
their  Safety  on  the  East  side  of  Susquehanna,  unforeseen  Accidents 
may  render  them  insecure.  I  address  this  Letter  to  you  entirely  ia 
a  private  capacity,  &  beg  you  will  favour  me  with  the  desired  Inform 
mation,  as  far  as  you  are  acquainted  with  the  Matter,  which  will 
much  oblige 

your  aff  *  &  most  obed'  serv*, 

RICHARD  PETERS. 

The  Receivers  Genl"  Papers  I  never  heard  of,  but  fear  M'  Penn 
had  them  removed  to  his  House  on  Schuylkill.    The  Delaware 
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Ooreni*  have  lost  all  their  pnhfio  Papers  by  H'  M.  Kinlej'a  Gare- 
karaeaa  or  aomething  elaej  &  I  am  a  sufferer  thereby. 

To  Hj8  Exoelleney  Thomas  Whartoiii  Jr.,  Esqr.,  Lancaster. 


RSSOLUTIONS  OF  AfiSSMBLT,   1777. 

In  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Monday,  Deo'r  8th,  1777,  P.  M. 
The  House  resumed  the  Consideration  of  the  Ordinances  made 
bj  the  Council  of  Safety,  constituted  by  the  late  Act  of  Assembly, 
whereupon  it  was  ordered, 

1.  That  the  Ordinance,  dated  at  Lancaster,  the  21st  Day  of  Octo- 
ber last,  for  taking  Possession  of  the  Effects  of  those  who  have  gone 
OTer  to  the  Enemy,  &  for  appointing  Commissioners  in  the  several 
Counties  for  that  purpose. 

2.  And  that  one  other  Ordinance,  dated  at  Lancaster,  the  8th  day 
of  November  last,  for  collecting  Arms,  Blankets,  &c.,  and  the  War- 
lants  issued  in  pursuance  thereof. 

3.  And  that  one  other  Ordinance,  dated  at  Lancaster,  on  the  7th 
day  of  November  last,  for  preventing,  Ingrossing,  and  Forestalling. 

4.  And  that  one  other  Ordinance,  dated  at  Lancaster,  on  the  7th 
day  of  November  last,  for  Regulating  the  price  of  Whiskey. 

5.  And  that  one  other  Ordinance,  dated  at  Lancaster,  on  the  25th 
day  of  October  last,  for  the  more  effectual  levying  the  monies  ad- 
vanced for  substitutes  in  the  Militia,  and  Fines  due  to  the  public 
fat  Disobedience  to  the  Militia  Laws. 

6.  And  that  one  other  Ordinance,  dated  at  Lancaster,  on  the  25th 
day  of  October  last,  for  appointing  and  authorizing  an  additional 
namber  of  sub-Lieutenants  to  act  in  the  County  of  Lancaster. 

Be,  and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  be  in  full  force  and  virtue, 
antil  further  order  be  taken  thereon  by  this  or  some  future  Legis- 
lature. 

And  it  was  further  ordered, 

1.  That  a  supplementary  Ordinance,  dated  at  Lancaster,  the  4th 
day  of  this  Instant,  December,  Impowering  the  Collectors  of  Arms, 
Blankets,  &  Cloathing  to  use  Force  and  appoint  assistants. 

2.  And  also  that  a  Recommendation  of  the  said  Council,  dated 
the  5th  day^of  November  last,  to  the  Commissary  General  and  Quarter 
Master  Qeneral,  and  their  Deputies,  to  fix  the  prices  of  the  following 
Articles,  as  below  is  mentioned,  viz : 

Wheat,  8#.  M.  \  Rye,  8«.  6<f. ;  Indian  Com,  6i.  Qd.  ^  bush. ; 
Whiskey,  full  proof,  88.  Qd.  ^  Call. 

Hay,  best  first  Crop,  at  £7  10a.  Od.  ^  ton.  Second  Crop,  at  £6 
Of.  0<^.  »  Urn. 

Vol.  VL- 
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Good  pork,  7  Dollars  ^  Hundred.   Good  Beef,  10  Dollm  ^ 

Hundred  (sioking  the  fifth  Hundred.) 

*    Be,  and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  be   Repealed,  and  from 
henceforth  null,  void,  and  of  no  Force  or  Effect. 

EiLtract  from  the  minutes. 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Jr.,  CI*  of  Ass^. 


KtSOLUTION  07  BOABD  07  WaQ^  1777. 

At  a  Board  of  War,  8th  December,  1777. 

The  Board  of  War  having  had  sundry  intercepted  Letters*  laid 
before  them  from  several  Prisoners  of  the  People  called  Quakers 
stationed  at  Winchester  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  in  which  it  appears 
that  they  have  kept  up  a  Correspondence  with  several  others  of  that 
Society  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  States,  without  previously 
shewing  their  Letters  to  the  American  Commissary  of  Prisoners  or 
to  any  other  proper  Officer^  at  that  place,  in  the  course  of  which 
Correspondence  it  also  appears  that  a  certain  Owen  Jones,  one  of  the 
said  Prisoners,  is  carrying  on  with  sundry  Persons  in  the  Town  of 
Lancaster,  a  Traffick,  highly  injurious  to  the  Credit  of  the  Continen- 
tal Currency  by  exchanging  Gold  at  a  most  eztravsgant  Premium  for 
paper  money.  And,  Whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  Board  that 
since  the  Residence  of  the  above-mentioned  Prisoners  at  WiDchester 
the  Confidence  of  the  Inhabitants  in  that  Quarter  in  the  Currency  of 
these  States  has  been  greatly  diminished  especially  amongst  Persons 
of  the  same  Society. 

Order'dr    , 

That  Owen  Jones  be  forthwith  removed  under  Guard  to  Stannton . 
in  the  County  of  Augusta,  there  to  be  closely  confined  in  Gaol  and 
debarr'd  the  use  of  Pen,  Ink  &^Paper,  unless  for  such  Purposes  and 
on  such  occasions  as  the  Lieutenant  of  the  said  County,  or  some 
person  appointed  by  him  for  that  purpose  shall  deem  expedient. 

That  the  remainder  of  tho  Prisoners  sent  from  the  State  of  Penn- 
silvania  be  removed  under  the  same  guard  to  Staunton  and  delivered 
to  the  County  Lieutenant  of  Augusta,  who  is  hereby  directed  to  re- 
quire of  them  a  Parole  of  Affirmation  that  they  will  not  directly  or 
indirectly  do  or  say  anything  tending  to  the  prejudice  of  these  states 
agreeable  to  the  Form  herewith  transmitted,  &  in  case  of  refusal  the 
said  County  Lieutenant  is  hereby  requested  to  confine  the  said  Per- 
sons in  some  secure  Building  under  proper  Guards,  &  subject  to  the 
same  Restrictions  with  Owen  Jones  before-mentioned. 

That  copies  of  these  Orders  together  with  the  intercepted  Letters 
from  Owen  Jones  be  transmitted  to  Mr.  Joseph  Holmes  &  the  county 

*  See  pagos,  68-66,  79,  93,  also  Colon.  Kec.  Vol.  XI.  p.  888. 
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Lteoten^tit  of  Angasta,  vho  are  desired  to  carry  the  above  mearaiea 
into  immediate  execution. 

Extract  from  the  Minatcs 

&  aigned  bj  order  of  the  Board  of  War. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  D.  S. 


DbPOSITION   RB8PECTINQ  PRISONERS  AT  WINCHESTER,  1777. 

—         ■  in  the  State  of  Pennsilvania  being  dnij  examined  and 
Bworn  on  the  Evangelists  of  Almighty  Ood,  deposeth  &  saith. 

That  being  in  the  state  of  Virginia,  at  the  Town  of  Winchesteri 
be  heard  several  of  the  Inhabitants  complain  heavily  that  since  the 
Tories  of  the  Qnaket  Society  who  were  sent  up  from  Philada.,  have 
been  enlarged  and  permitted  to  reside  at  the  Quaker  houses  in  the 
Vicinity  of  the  Town,  the  Inhabitants  of  that  society  who  are  nu* 
meroos,  have  very  generally  refused  to  take  the  Continental  currency. 

(Copy)    Sworn  before  JOSEPH  NOURSB,  D.  S. 

'  War  Office,  8  Dec',  1777. 


James  Touno  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Sir, 

Colonel  Byard  &  myself  having  waited  on  his  Excellency  General 
Washington  agreeable  to  resolve  of  Council  of  the  28th  ulto.,  &  con- 
fer'd  with  him  on  the  subject  of  the  oloathing  of  the  troops  of  this 
State,  and  having  seen  most  of  those  troops  Paraded  by  Gen.  Wayne 
that  we  might  form  some  judgement  of  their  wants  of  that  necessary 
article,  we  did  not  Discover  that  they  were  in  a  worse  condition  than 
the  army  in  General.  But  were  informed  by  Gen.  Wayne  that  was 
owing  to  the  Yigilence  of  the  Colonels  &  other  officers  of  his  Corps 
who  had  bought  a  quantity  of  sundry  articles,  Breeches,  Shoes,  &o., 
and  snplyed  their  men  with,  that  they  had  not  received  any  cloathing 
from  the  Clothier  Generals,  for  which  reason  we  were  of  oppiuion 
that  the  Collection  expected  to  be  made  in  this  State  should  not  be 
delivered  to  the  Clothier  General  or  his  agent  until  the  troops  of  the 
Slate  be  fint  suplyed.  I  therefore  came  here  to  know  what  quantity 
had  been  oollei^ed  in  this  County.  I  find  a  quantity  has  already 
heen  got  niidex  the  direction  of  Colonel  Hooper,  sent  to  Head  Qnaxw 

*  This  seems  to  be  a  blank  form,  in  which  no  name  is  inserted,  it  is  found 
in  connection  with  the  preceding. 
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ten  to  Col.  Clement  Biddle,  Bat  the  persons  appointed  by  the  order 
of  Council  of  the  8th  No?',  have  hitherto  not  done  anything  in 
Consequence  thereof.  I  have  endeavoured  to  see  those  Gentlemen, 
&  have  only  met  with  Mr.  Thomas  Sillyman  to  whom  I  remonstrated 
the  great  necessity  of  their  Immediate  activity  in  that  Department, 
he  has  promised  me  to  send  expresses  to  the  other  persons  appointed 
to  meet  at  Nazareth  on  Thursday  the  11th  Ins*,  where  I  intend  to  be 
with  them  &  urge  their  Proceeding  to  Collect  all  the  Cloathing.in 
their  power  without  delay,  Mr.  Sillyman  apprehends  there  ought  to 
be  one  person  appointed  for  each  township,  the  present  Number  of 
Eight  being  too  few  for  this  County,  I  shall  request  them  to  store  in 
this  town  what  they  collect  (which  I  fear  will  be  but  little)  till  further 
Orders  from  Council. 

For  other  particulars  of  what  past  between  his  Excellency  General 
Washington,  &  us  in  Camp,  &c.,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  Council  to 
Colonel  Byard,* 

Being  with  due  respect 

Your  Excellencys  most 

obed*  &  most  Humble  Serv* 

JAS.  YOUNG. 
Easton,  8th  December,  1777. 

P.  S.  I  am  well  informed  that  a  large  quantity  of  Leather  Breeches 
has  lately  been  sent  through  this  town  by  Private  Traders  to* New 
England  and  that  still  a  quantity  may  be  purchased  in  this  State 
particularly  in  &  about  Lancaster,  two  days  ago  200  pair  were  offered 
for  sale  here  a  £6,  10.  ^  pair. 

Dtrectedy 

On  Public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Thos.  Wharton,  jun',  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 


Robert  Levees  to  Timothy  Matlack,  1777. 

Easton,  December  8  th,  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

Agreeably  to  the  Directions  I  received,  when  last  at  Lancaster, 
from  the  Snpreme  Executive  Council,  that  on  my  Betum  home,  I 
shond  make  Enquiry,  whether  or  not  Mr.  Henry  Vanfleek.had 
certainly  procured  a  Pass  from  Col.  Hooper  at  the  time  he  Mr.  Yaa* 
fleck  passed  the  Delaware,  about  three  weeks  ago ;  I  have  made  tha 
necessary  Enquiry,  and  in  consequence  thereof,  beg  leave  to  refer 

*  See  his  letter  on  page  61. 
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Couodl  to  the  enclosed  affidavit — Mr.  Yanfleek,  as  far  as  I  can 
karn,  bas  not  jet  repassed  the  Delaware,  at  least,  at  Easton. 

Testerday,  and  not  before,  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Honorable 
the  Vice  Preoidenty  it  contains,  or  rather  refers  to  an  Eoquiry  into 
matters  of  great  Consequence,  which  the  shortness  of  the  Time  does 
Bot  now  admit  of.  As  soon  as  a  proper  enquiry  can  be  made  and 
affidavits,  if  necessary,  taken,  I  will  transmit  the  whole  to  yon,  as 
the  Honorable  the  Vice  President  directs. 

With  respect  to  Mr.  Hooper's  discouraging  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
County  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  it  has  been  too  general  and 
too  glaring  to  deny;  and  with  respect  to  Passes,  Evidence  thereof 
is  before  Council.     But  as  to  his  Partiality  in  pressing  Waggons  to 
the  distress  of  Whigs  &  the  Relief  of  Tories,  I  believe  the  Informa- 
tion is  ill  founded.    This  County  generally,  may  have  borne  too 
heavy  a  Burden,  as  to  the  furnishing  Waggons,  in  comparison  with 
other  Counties  in  this  State.    Now  I  am  speaking  of  Waggons,  it 
is  neoessary  I  shond  mention,  that  last  Friday  Mr.  Hooper  applied 
to  me,  as  one  of  the  Magistrates,  for  assistance  to  furnish  Twelve 
Waggons  to  go  to  Danbury  in  New  England,  for  Hospital  Stores ; 
upon  a  demand  for  the  said  Waggons  on  Col.  Hooper  from  Dr. 
Ihomas  Bond,  Ass.  D.  O.  of  y*  Hospitals,  I  wrote  to  several  of  the 
Justices  immediately,  and  yesterday  we  met,  and  the  Justices  are  of 
opinion,  that  as  no  Instructions  have  been  received  from  Council, 
whereby  they  are  authorised  to  sive  Orders  for  impressing  Wagons 
to  go  out  of  the  State  of  Pennsy^ania,  they  do  not  think  themselves 
justifiable,  shoud  they  empower  Mr.  Creider,  Waggon  Master  Qene- 
nl,  to  impress  Waggons  for  this  Purpose,  without  having  first 
obtained  an  express  Order  from  Council.    The  Justices  desire  that 
Cooncil  woud  be  pleased  to  give  them  some  general  Instructions 
rdative  to  Waggons,  as  by  the  last  firom  CouncU,  the  Justices  were 
diraeted,  that  an  application  should  be  first  made  to  Council  from 
the  D.  Q.  M.  Genl.,  Col.  Hooper.    But  when  I  was  at  Lancaster 
the  first  time,  His  Excellency  the  President,  wrote  by  me  to  Col. 
Hooper,  which  that  Gentleman  shewed  me,  wherein  he  was  instructed| 
if  my  memory  serves  me,  whenever  Waggons  were  wanted  from  this 
County,  to  apply  to  the  Magistrates,  and  thro  them  to  the  Waggon 
Master  Genenl,  and  this  I  apprehend  was  permitted  by  Council^ 
that  there  might  be  no  occasion  of  delay;  and  thb  Order  I  think, 
firom  Council  to  Mr.  Hooper,  tiras  peremptory.    Nevertheless,  this 
^plication  for  Waggons  to  bring  Military  Stores,  is  the  first  that  t 
know  to  have  been  made  to  the  Magistrates,  nor  do  I  apprehend  this 
wond  have  been  made,  if  a  difficulty  had  not  arisen  in  the  way  of 
Mr.  Hooper;  for  when  Mr.  Creider,  the  Waggon  Master  General, 
was  dispatched  to  furnish  the  Waggons,  the  Inhabitants  called'  on 
refused  to  go,  alledging  the  Journey  was  too  far  at  this  Season  of 
the  fear,  and  that  they  woud  not  go  unless  they  were  pressed,  and 
thus  were  the  Magistrates  called  in. 
The  Vice  Preaideat  in  his  Letter  mentions  Mr.  Creider,  as  a  Person 
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from  whom  Information  may  be  received.  But,  altho  in  oonse* 
quence  of  the  Order  of  Counoil  which  first  came  to  the  magistrates 
here,  to  form  the  Waggons  in  this  Connty  into  Brigades,  Mr.  Creider 
was  appointed  by  the  Justices,  Waggon  Master  General,  he  has 
constantly  acted  under  Mr.  Hooper  as  D.  Q.  M.  Gen*,  and  as  I  have 
said  before,  most  frequently,  without  application  to  the  magistrates, 
and  I  do  apprehend  no  Information  can  be  received  from  him.  I 
do  not  mean  to  suggest  any  thing  against  Mr.  Creider,  for  I  believe 
him  to  be  an  honest,  worthy  man,  and  woud  willingly  do  that  which 
is  right. 

It  has  been  matter  of  real  Orief  to  me,  to  see  men  holding  offices 
of  Profit  in  any  department  in  the  United  States,  whose  Hearts  do 
not  appear  to  be  warmed  with  Zeal  for  the  American  Cause.  When 
men  speak  against  or  object  to  taking  the  Test,  or  oath  of  allegiance 
to  this  State,  they  do  not  ccmsider  the  almost  irreparable  Injury 
done  to  the  American  Cause.  It  is  such  a  Stumbling  Block  to  the 
Ignorant  as  hardly  can  be  conceived.  This  County  is  a  manifest 
Proof  thereof.  The  Test  is  the  Cry,  but  the  Truth  is,  tho  it  dare  not 
be  spoken.  Supposing  Glorious  Independency  is  the  Great  Offence. 
I  have  looked  on  the  Vice  President's  Letter  as  a  Call  on  me,  to 
enquire  and  make  Report,  what  Persons  there  may  be  in  this  County, 
boldiujg  offices  under  Congress,  or  rather,  under  those  appointed  bj 
them,  who  have  not  either  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  State, 
or  any  other.  And  first  Mr.  Hooper.  Again,  Henry  Fullert  Es- 
quire, an  Inhabitant  of  this  Town,  who  by  Council  was  appointed  One 
of  the  Magistrates  for  this  County,  and  declined  serving,  has  been  ap- 
pointed thro  the  Influence  of  Col.  Joseph  Dean  &  Mr.  Hooper,  by 
Col.  Patton,  of  or  near  Reading,  a  deputy  Commissary  of  Purchases 
for  this  Connty.  I  have  myself  called  on  Mr.  Fullert,  to  know  if  he 
bad  taken  the  Test,  he  has  not.  His  Influence  has  been  great  in 
this  Connty,  In  Excuse  for  taking  it,  he  says  that  Col.  Patton 
promised  him,  to  send  the  oath  prescribed  by  Congress,  and  the  oath 
of  office,  that  he  had  frequently  wrote  to  Col.  Patton,  to  desire  him 
to  send  them,  that  he  might  qualify.  Yesterday  I  mentioned  this 
matter  to  Col.  Dean,  gave  it  as  my  opinion  Mr.  Fullert  was  not  to 
be  justified,  especially  as  he  held  a  lucrative  Post  under  the  States, 
in  neglecting  or  refusing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  State. 
Ool.  Dean  replied,  that  to  his  Knowledge,  Mr.  Fullert  had  wrote 
several  times  to  Col.  Patton,  desiring  him  to  send  the  allegiance 
oath  directed  by  Congress,  &  oath  qf  office,  that  he  might  take  them. 
Last  Night  I  again  mentioned  it  to  Mr.  Fullert,  informed  him  that 
I  looked  on  myself  called  upon  to  report  to  Council  such  Persons  as 
held  offices,  who  hitherto  had  not  given  sufficient  Security  to  the 
Public,  by  swearing  allegiance  to  the  States!  He  still  persisted  in 
the  Excuse,  and  to  my  Surprise,  tho  he  was  at  my  house  to  day, 
Begleots  to  take  the  Test.  There  is  likewise  at  Bethlehem,  Mr.  John 
Okely,  an  assist^  Qtvirter  Master,  Mr.  John  Dick,  a  Commissary  of 
Issues^  and  here  at  Easton,  Mr.  Richard  Bakehouse,  who  are  under 
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10  Sokmn  Tie  of  allegianee  to  the  States,  unless  aD  oath  of  allegi- 
iDce  has  been  taken  very  lately  indeed. 

Yon.  will  excuse  my  troubling  you  with  so  long  a  detail,  but  I 
jadged  the  matters  therein  contained  necessary  to  be  known,  and  in 
part  demanded  of  me  from  the  Vice  President's  Letter.  If  Mr. 
Danlap  has  any  printed  Certificates  respecting  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
I  will  be  glad  jou  will  take  the  trouble  to  desire  him  to  send  me 
Two  flnndred.     I  am 

with  the  greatest  Respect, 

Sir, 

your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant, 

ROBERT  LEVERS. 

Direded. 
To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esquire. 


Bbsolution  of  Conqress,  1777. 

In'  Congress,  Deo^  9, 1777. 

ResolTed, 

That  the  letters  from  Owen  Jones  jun'*  a  prisoner  of  the  common* 
wealth  of  Pensylvania  confined  at  Winchester  in  Virginia,  to  sundry 
persons  at  Lancaster  be  transmitted  by  the  board  of  war  to  the 
pre»dent  of  the  supreme  executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pensyl- 
Taaia,  &  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  execntive  authority  of  the 
Biid  State  to  take  such  measures  on  the  premises  as  they  in  their 
wisdom  shall  deem  meet. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Sco'y. 


BoABD  OF  War  to  Col.  B.  Flowers,  1777. 

War  Office,  Deor  9, 1777. 

Sir, 

If  there  are  any  Rifia  Guns  in  the  Stores  deliver  them  to  the  order 
of  Hon^>*^The  President  &  Council  of  this  State  to  be  repaired  &  sent  to 
tbe  Frontiers  for  the  use  of  the  Inhabitants  for  their  Defence  against 
the  Lidians.     You  are  not  to  exceed  the  numbef  of  one  hundred 

*  See  page  68-66,  74,  98. 
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bat  this  is  imagined  to  be  more  tban  yon  bave  in  yonz 
Poasession  as  a  number  were  ordered  from  Counoil  to  the  Lieut's  of 
Bedford  &  Westmoreland  Counties. 

Your 

h"«  Scrv* 

EICHARD  PETERS. 

Bj  Order  of  the  Board. 

Direciedf 
To  Col.  B.  Flower,  C.  G.  M.  S. 


Mittimus  to  Shsrifp  of  Lancaster,  1777. 

In  Council,  Lancaster,  December  the  9tb,  1777. 

'  Whereas  by  the  Confession  of  Jacob  Killer,  George  Adam  France, 
]>ayid  Minser,  Samuel  Bowman  and  Henry  Brental,  all  of  this 
county,  it  appears  to' this  council,  that  they  on  Saturday  the  sixth 
day  of  this  present  month,  did  in  a  violent  manner  assault  &  take 
from  a  certain  Adam  Kimmel'*'  diners  horses  (which  had  been  im- 
pressed for  the  service  of  that  state  by  the  said  Adam  Kimmel,  in 
pursuance  of  a  warrant  issued  for  that  purpose  by  this  counoil)  to  the 
great  injury  of  the  puhlicJc  service  &  in  subversion  of  the  good  order 
&  regulations  that  have  been  made  &  pursued  for  the  safety  of  the 
Country. 

You  are  therefore  &c.,  to  receive  into  your  Custody  the  s*  J.  K. 
&c.,  &  them  safely  keep  in  the  Common  Goal  of  your  County  until 
further  order  be  taken  in  the  premises  by  the  Council  or  any  two  of 
the  members  thereof,  for  which  this  sh^  be  your  Warrant. 

To  High  Sherif  of  the  County  of  Lancaster. 


PRBSiDBirr  Wharton  to  Col.  William  Bradford,  1777. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster,  December  9th,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  rec'  your  letter  of  the  4th  Noy%X  which  I  suppose  should  be 
Pec' — and  laid  it  before  Council.  I  am  truly  sorry  that  we  were 
under  the  necessity  to  burn  any  part  of  our  Fleet ;  this  and  the 
evacuation  of  Rod  bank  has  given  the  Enemy  great  advantage  over 
•US.  However,  it  is  folly  to  repine,  and  I  hope  in  the  end  It  will  be 
found  to  be  of  no  real  advantage  to  them. 

♦  See  page  65.  +  See  Col,  Rec.,  VoL  XI.,  p.  888. 

t  See  Vol.  v.,  p.  740. 
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I  had  little  doabt  of  faroishmg  the  Fleet  with  whiskev  from  henoe 
lome  time  since,  for  irhich  purpose  I  employed  M'  A<»m  Kimmel 
to  procure  four  Hdgs.  and  impress  two  waggons  to  carry  them, 
and  180  pairs  of  Shoes  and  stockings  for  the  seamen,  but  he  has 
met  with  uncommon  delay  in  procaring  waggons.  I  hope,  h6w- 
erer  they  will  soon  be  with  you. 

At  present,  we  have  little  or  no  money  in  the  Treasury,  bat  ev- 
pect  it  will  be  replenished  iii  a  few  days,  have  therefore  kept  the 
p&jmaster,  M'  Bradf ,  antil  some  can  be  signed.  Some  censores 
have  been  past  part  on  our  fleet  which  I  have  now  to  believe 
they  do  not  deserve.  A  letter  which  I  reo*  from  the  Commodore, 
and  if  I  have  4;ime  shall  answer  by  this  opportunity,  explains  some 
nutters  very  fally,  and  convinces  me  that  if  the  pass  has  been  lost 
thro  any  mismanagement  it  does  not  lay  with  the  officers  and  men 
of  oar  fleet. 

I  am,  sir. 

Your  very  hnmble  serv*, 

T.  WHARTON,  jan'. 
**  P.  S.  The  commodore  is  desirous  to  know  where  the  Fleet  is  to 
be  layed  up  during  the  winter  season— of  this  he  and  the  state  navy 
board  are  the  best  Judges.     I  think  the  wharfs  below  Trenton  will 
be  convenient. 

Dtrededf 
To  Colo"  W-  Bradford. 


State  of  thb  Trbasupt,  17TT. 

ToUl  to  be  received  of  Assembly  £200,000 

Ditto  of  Congress        .         .         .  75,000 

£275,000 

Besides  this  reed,  of  Congress  in  this  year  nearly  £105,000 

Received  at  this  time  of  Assembly  £166,890 

Ditto  of  Conin-ess        .         .         .  51,888 

£218,778 

Orders  of  Assembly  paid  .  £6,582 

Ditto  of  CoancU        .        .        .        £222,010 

£228,692 

Bemains  unexpend*  of  the  Sam  total  to  be  received  £46,408 

Decern'  10%  1777. 

4* 


82  PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIVE8  1777. 

Fbancis  L.  Lbb  to  Timothy  Matlaok,  1777* 

York  Town,  Deo' 10, 1777.* 
Sir, 

The  last  summer  a  Proposal  was  laid  before  yonr  Assemblji  fr6m 
Yirginia,  for  settliDg  the  Southern  boundery  between  the  two 

States. 

The  Delegates  of  Yirrinia  reoeived  an  answer;  bat  it  has  rais- 
earried  in  its  passage,  and  it  is  now  wanted  bj  the  Assembly.  Yoa 
will  therefore  mnch  oblige  me  if  jon  will  procure  a  certified  Copy 
ft  send  it  to  me  by  the  fint  opportunity. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  h**«  Servant, 

FRANCIS  UQHTFOOT  LEE. 

Timothy  Matlaek^  Esquire,  Lancaster. 


Rbsolutiok  op  Congrbss,  1777. 

In  Congress,  De<?  10, 1777. 

Whereas  it  is  essentially  necessary  that  magazines  should  be  season- 
ably provided  in  the  interior  part  of  the  country,  k  many  inhabit  ants 
through  motives  of  avarice  or  dissatisfaction  refuse  to  thresh  out  their 
grain; 
Resolved : 

That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  legislature  of  the  com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania  forthwith  to  enact  a  law  requiring  all  per- 
sons within  their  State,  at  the  distance  of  70  miles  &  upwards  from 
general  Washington's  head  quarters,  &  below  the  blue  mountains, 
to  thresh  out  their  wheat  ft  other  grain  within  as  short  a  period  of 
time  as  the  said  legislature  shall  deem  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  ft 
in  case  of  failure  to  subject  the  same  to  seizure,  by  the  commissaries 
ft  quarter  masters  of  the  American  army,  to  be  paid  for  at  the  price 
of  straw  only ;  excepting  from  such  penalty  such  families  only,  who 
from  the  absence  of  the  master,  sons  or  servabts  in  the  service  of 
their  country,  can  givQ  cood  proof  that  their  compliance  with  the 
said  law  was  not  practicable. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y.t 

♦  See  VoL  V.  p.  418. 

t  See  proclamatioii  of  Gen.  Waahingtoii,  to  same  purpose,  December  20, 
1777. 
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Gkk.  Pottbr  to  Prbsibbnt  Wharton,  177T. 

I  receiyed  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  first  instant,  I  was  then 
on  the  other  side  of  Sohaylkill,  and  was  drove  about  from  place  to 
pbee,  that  I  had  not  time  to  Answer  it,  I  this  day  retomd  to  this 
Coonty  anin,  and  hope  there  will  be  Troops  sufficient  here  in  a  day 
or  two  to  Keep  all  the  Tories  in  this  County  in  fear,  if  not  in  order, 
I  expect  the  Army  to  march  to-morrow  if  it  did  not  to  day,  Dr. 
Way  has  been  in  Phila.  twice,  I  have  a  good  oppinion  of  the  Doctor,  & 
know  he  has  done  service  to  us  in  some  Instances,  &  has  got  some  of 
oar  friends  released,  he  must  Trim  it  a  little  or  he  cannot  be  of  use 
tons.  I  need  not  say  any  thing  about  Gen.  Howe's  glorious  Expe- 
udon  against  our  Army  as  the  particulars  have  reached  you  before 
tbis,  however  I  can't  but  observe  that  their  mighty  boasting  may 
jostly  be  compared  to  a  sudden  blast  of  wind.  The  have  retum'd  to 
Phila.,  and  (rcn.  Washington,  is  not  drove  over  the  Susquehanah, 
thdr  departure  was  precipitate  the  left  their  Salt  &  Salt  pork  behind 
them,  our  principal  loss  was  our  Worthy  (General  Irvine,  we  must 
have  a  Winters  Campaign,  I  hope  the  Council  will  appoint  some 
more  Brigadiers,  that  I  may  for  some  time  be  Relieved,  I  am  con- 
vinoed  the  Council  will  not  expect  that  I  can  stand  this  Winter  cam- 
paign also,  in  the  last  years  I  have  been  but  three  weeks  at  home,  it 
is  time  I  should  go  to  see  my  family,  my  affairs  calls  loudly  for  it, 
I  believe  fighting  is  over  for  some  time,  I  am  willing  to  do  any  thing 
in  my  power  to  serve  my  Country,  but  it  is  necessary  that  I  should 
have  a  little  rest. 

lam 

with  great  respect 

Your  most  obedient 

Humble  Servant 

JAS.  POTTER. 

P.  S.  We  have  in  the  gaurd  one  meat  of  a  vessel,  5  Sealers,  one 
British  soldeer,  prisners,  we  took  two  Barges  at  the  same  time. 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  In  Lancaster. 

Camp,  Chester  County  Dec,  11, 1777. 
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B^ARD  Of  War  to  Phesidbiit  Whabtov,  1777. 

War  OflSce,  12tb,  Dec,  1777, 
Sir, 

I  have  the  boaor  ef  enolosine  a  Letter  from  Mrs.  Dorcas  Mont- 

E^merji  who  came  out  of  Phiia.,  to  solicit  permissioii  to  go  to 
nrope  with  her  Child  that  is  in  a  very  weak  state  of  Health,  ft 
reoommended  hj  her  Doctors  to  take  a  sea  Voyage  which  they  con- 
eeive  will  have  a  very  salutary  effect.  Mrs.  Montgomery  thinks  it 
pmdant  to  make  this  application,  that  she  may  not  be  viewed  in  the 
fight  of  a  Deserter  from  her  Country,  on  the  contrary  she  has  proved 
herself  a  frieitd  by  the  Loans  of  Money  to  the  Continent.  She  is 
desirous  of  having  some  assurance  that  her  Fortune  may  not  be 
injured.  The  Board,  Sir,  conceive  that  no  ill  Consequences  can  arise 
from  her  being  indulged,  but  as  this  is  properly  a  State  i^yr,  the 
Board  beg  leave  to  refer  to  your  £zceUenoy. 

I  have  the  honor 

to  be  Sir,  your 

humble  Servant 

JOS.  NOURSB,  D.  8. 

'Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  jun**  Esq.,  President  of  the 
State  of  Pensylvania. 

*    ■    >      •  • 

^  Mr.  Montgomery. 


Rbsolutions  of  Assembly,  1777. 

In  General  Assembly,  Friday  Dec.  12th,  1777,  A.  M. 

The  House  resumed  the  Consideration  of  the  Resolves  of  Con- 
gress, and  the  third  of  them  being  read  and  Debated,  It  was  there- 
upon 

Resolved,  That  this  House  do  most  earnestly  Recommend  to 
his  Excellency  the  President,  Ytce-President  and  Executive  Council 
of  the  State  to  take. the  most  effectual  measures  that  Justice  be  duly 
administred  therein  as  well  for  the  Recovery  of  Debts,  as  for  the 
punishment  of  Crimes  and  Mis-demeanors,  agreeable  to  the  whole- 
some Laws  of  this  Common  Wealth. 

Eodem  Die  p.  m. 

The  seventh  Resolve  Was  then  read  k  after  some  considerable 
Time  spent  in  Debate  and  Deliberation,  It  was 

Resolved,  That  it  be  Rccomended  to  his  Excellency  the  president, 
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Vice-president  &  Sopreme  Ezectiti7e  Council  to  exert  their  best 
EndeaTours  to  procafe,  Collect  &  distribute  the  Cloathing  mentioned 
io  the  said  seventh  Resolve  of  Congress,  among  the  Soldiers  and 
offieers  of  the  Battalions  of  this  State  belonging  to  the  Continental 
Armj,  agreeable  to  the  Mode  laid  down  in  the  said  Resolve. 

Extract  from  the  minuteS; 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Jr. 

Glk  of  Gen.  asar. 


Prbsidbnt  Wharton  to  Maj.  Obn.  ARMSTROKa,  1777. 

In  Council,  Lancaster,  Dec  12th,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  two  letters  of  the  4th  and 
7tb  Instant,  which  I  lajed  before  the  Council,  whose  thanks  joa 
have  for  the  Contents. 

The  precipitate  retreat  of  the  enemy,  after  so  much  Gasconading, 
ia  a  convincing  proof  that  their  army  is  not  so  formidable  as  they 
would  wish  us  to  believe,  or  that  they  put  great  dependance  in  our 
want  of  bravery,  and  therefore  expected  our  army  would  retreat 
from  hill  to  hill  as  soon  as  they  approached,  they  have  however  been 
disappointed,  and  I  trust  we  shall  benefit  by  this  last  movement  of 
theirs.  The  Conduct  of  our  militia  gives  me  real  pain.  Council  is 
informed  from  various  hands  that  they  have  behaved  very  infa- 
mously. The  loss  of  our  worthy  General  Irwin,  I  have  been  in- 
formed, was  owing  entirely  to  their  base  behaviour.  I  fiatter  myself 
that  the  Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth  will  fall  on  a  mode  to 
fill  the  battalions  in  the  Continental  Service,  so  as  the  necessity  of 
calling  out  the  militia  may  in  a  great  measure  be  dispensed  with — 
respecting  Mr.  Penn  and  Mr.  Chew,  Council  has  not  lately  heard 
any  thing  about  them,  if  they  are  to  'bo  removed  it  will  be  by  the 
dimtion  of  the  Board  of  War.  This  ^  Express,  ^  whom  I  beg 
yon  to  communicate  any  intelligence  worth  Notice. 

I  am,  with  respect,  Dear  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  Sorvant, 

THOMAS  WHARTON,  Jun'.  ' 
Major  Qen'l  Armstrong. 
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Council  to  Board  op  War,  1777. 

Lancaster^  Deo'  12, 1777. 
Gentlemeii| 

I  am  directed  by  the  Counoil  of  this  State,  to  apply  to  yoar  hon- 
orable board  for  a  number  of  arms  which  remain  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Robert  Towers,  and  a  number  which  are  at  Allentown,  both 
paroels  at  the  present  altogether  unfit  for  Sendee,  which  Council 
will  have  repaired  as  soon  as  possible,  and  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
people  of  Westmoreland  and  Bedford  counties,  to  enable  them  to 
repel  the  Indians,  who  are  killing  and  Scalping  the  inhabitants  of 
those  counties,  if  your  board  Shall  order  them  to  be  delivered  for 
that  purpose.  About  five  hundred  Arms  will  be  wanted  for  each  of 
these  counties. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

Your  very  humble  Servant 
^   Hn'ble  Board  of  War. 


Council  to  Gbk.  Anthony  Waynb,  1777. 

In  Council,  Lancaster,  December  12th,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  duly  receivd  your  favor,*  which  I  layed  before  Council.  I  am 
clearly  of  opinion  that  the  Militia  law  of  this  State  is  inadequate  to 
the  intention  of  the  Legislature,  and  has  greatly  injured  the  recruit- 
ing Service.  Their  embodiment  has  draind  our  Treasury,  by  the 
enormous  Sums  of  Money  advanced  for  Substitutes  &  not  yet 
recovered,  &  has  taken  many  of  our  useful  Farmers  &  tradesmen  from 
their  Habitations  to  the  great  Injury  of  the  Publick,  without  render- 
ing that  Service  which  was  expected  from  them,  and  this  owing  to 
a  variety  of  causes. 

The  representatives  of  the  State  are  now  convened.  I  under- 
stand they  see  the  inefficiency  of  that  law,  &  will  adopt  other  regu- 
lations less  injurious  to  this  Commonwealth,  and  give  full  scope  to 
the  exertions  that  may  be  made  for  filling  the  Battalions  of  Conti- 
nental Troops  of  this  State,  for  from  them  we  must  expect  success 
against  our  Enemies  and  the  full  establishment  of  Independance. 

The  Cloathing  of  our  Troops  is  also  a  matter  of  most  serious*  con- 
sequence, and  demands  our  greatest  attention.  The  Council  of 
Safety,  above  a  year  since,  well  apprized  of  the  mischief  that  would 
attend  any  neglect  in  this  business,  were  laying  Schemes  to  procure 
a  full  stock  of  whatever  might  be  necessary,  as  well  for  the  Regi- 
ments of  this  State  in  the  Continental  Service,  as  for  our  Fleet, 

*  See  page  25. 
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(vhicb  tbia  Gonniry  wu  then  able  to  yield  withoat  diffioaltj,)  and 
they  had  actually  aecored  a  considerable  aoantity.     Bat  findiog,  by 
a  BesolTe  of  Congress,  a  Clothier  General  appointed,  (which  resolve 
he  himself  layed  before  Council,  at  the  same  time  aasnreing  them 
that  he  wonld  nse  every  means  in  his  Power  to  provide  the  neces- 
sary Cloathmg  for  the  Army,  and  that  a  competition  in  parchasers 
wonld  tend  to  raise  the  prices,  bnt  not  increase  the  quantity,)  it  was 
intirely  given  up  by  them.    After  this,  it  is  distressing  to  hear,' 
from  what  cause  soever,  that  our  poor  Soldiers  have  not  receivd  the 
necessary  Supplies.     Congress  has  very  lately  passed  a  ResolvCf 
recommending  to  the  different  Legislatures,  to  provide  Cloathing  on 
the  best  terms  they  can,  in  addition  to  what  the  Cloathier  General 
May  procure,  taking  special  care  not  to  interfere  with  his  pnrchasinff 
Agents,  and  supply  the  Troope  of  their  own  State,  both  Officers  and 
Men,  at  such  reasonable  prices  as  he  ma;^  assess  them,  the  Loss  to  hH 
on  the  United  States.    This  step,  I  flatter  myself,  will  soon  be  gone 
into,  &  money  advanced  by  Congress  to  defhiy  the  Ezpences ;  and  I 
hope,  in  as  short  a  time  as  possible,  every  shadow  of  complaint  on 
thu  score  will  bo  removed,  and  the  Army  supplied  on  reasonable 
terms.    Until  this  measure  takes  place  Council  cannot  interferoi 
with  any  degree  of  propriety,  with  the  Payment  of  Monies  for 
Cloathiog  purchased  by  order  of  any  of  the  Officers,  as  it  lies  intirely 
with  the  Clothier  General,  to  whom,  or  the  Board  of  War,  applica- 
tion should  be  made,  who  have,  I  suppose,  hands  for  that  purpose ; 
OD  this  account,  if  no  other  difficulty  interposed.  Council  could  not 
pay  the  sum  you  desire  to  Mr.  Zantzinger,  altbo  at  the  same  time 
they  higtily  commend  your  Humanity  and  attention  to  the  distressed 
Hea  under  your  Command.     Council,  however,  would  most  cheer- 
felly,  upon  some  terms  or  other,  have  put  the  money  in  Mr.  Zani- 
singers  hands,  so  that  neither  your  reputation  nor  his  Interest  should 
suffer,  but  our  Treasury  is  absolutely  exhausted — and  altho  we 
shortly  expect  a  small  supply,  yet  the  calls  upon  us  are  so  very  consi- 
derable, not  only  for  the  Payment  of  the  Militia  and  the  Boats 
Crews,  but  for  other  indispensible  purposes  of  the  State,  that  it  will 
go  bat  little  way  in  discharge  of  those  numerous  demands,  nor  can 
we  depend  on  Uoogress  at  this  time  for  help  as  formerly,  a  Col- 
lection of  Blankets,  Shoes  &  Stockings,  nnd  indeed  other  Cloathing, 
has  been  ordered  hjb  Council,  for  which  purpose  Commissioners  in 
each  County  are  appointed.     These  have  been  directed  into  the  Clo- 
thier Generals  hands  for  the  common  Service,  and  this  with  the 
highest  reason,  as  he  is  furnished  with  money  to  pay  for  them.     If 
the  danger  of  reproach,  as  partially  limitting  the  care  of  Council  to 
oar  own  people,  which  has  been  sounded  loudly  against  some  of  the 
States,  (a  conduct  avoided  with  care  by  Pennsilvania,)  had  not  kept 
as  to  the  generous  coarse  w*^  we  have  taken,  the  want  of  funds 
would  have  done  it. 

Gen.  Ant.  Wayne. 


88  PENNSYLVANIA  AKOHIVBS  177T. 

(Circular)  of  Council,  1777. 

Lancaster,  12  December,  1777. 
Sir, 

In  the  present  invaded  condition  of  this  state,  it  is  highly  proper 
that  care  be  taken  to  secure  the  Pablio  Records  and  Papers.  The 
extensive  connection  which  these  evidences  have  with  private  pro- 
perty, and  the  great  disputes  and  confusion  that  would  unavoidably 
ensue  upon  the  loss  of  them,  strongly  nrge  their  removal,  not  only 
from  immediate,  but  also  from  probable  danger.  Without  enter- 
taining any  doubts  of  the  success  of  oar  glorious  struggle,  Council 
are  of  opinion,  that  the  mischiefs  which  may  perhaps  be  done  by 
the  partisans  of  the  enemy,  in  sadden  and  unforseen  incarsions, 
(incidents  which  no  army  can  entirely  prevent,)  ought  to  be  pro- 
vided against.  For  this  purpose,  they  enjoin  you  to  send  the 
Becords,  Books  and  Papers  of  your  Office,  in  safe  custody  and  care- 
fully packed,  to  the  house  of  John  Van  Campen,  Esq'.,  wheuever 
the  movements  of  the  Enemy  shall  make  that  measure  prudent  & 
necessary,  recommending  them  to  the  keeping  of  the  said  John  Van 
Campen,  Esq'. 

In  the  mean  time  I  am  directed  to  ask  a  line  of  information  by 
the  first  opportunity,  concerning  the  present  situation  of  the  public 
papers  in  your  hands,  or  belonging  to  your  Offices ;  and  to  assure 
you,  that  you  will  be  reimbursed  the  necessary  charges  of  removing 
them,  as  directed.  ^ 

The  County  of  Bucks  are  directed  to  send  their  records  to  yoor 
care  immediately,  and  on  their  arrival  you  are  to  Secure  them  in  the 
most  effectual  manner,  and  to  remove  th«m  to  Mr.  Van  Campen's, 
at  the  same  time  that  you  Send  the  records  of  your  County  there. 

The  Council  depend  on  your  prudence  and  attention  in  the  execu- 
tion of  this  important  trust. 
I  am  with 

great  respect 

your  very 

humble  s(^rvant 

T.  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 

(Copy.) 

N.  B.  Any  other  public  papers  which  may  be  in  your  county,  not 
under  the  care  of  their  proper  officers,  you  will  please  to  consider 
as  within  the  intention  of  this  order. 

Yours  relating  to  Mr.  Hooper,  &c.,  is  received. 
.  To  Rob'  Levers,  Esq'.,  Northampton. 

*  Partly  printed  in  handbill  and  partly  in  MS. 
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Pkesidshi  Whabton  to  Elias  BoudinoTi  1777. 

LanoaBter,  T>ee  ISth,  1777. 
BearSir, 

I  am  faronred  with  yonn  of  the  9th  Instant,  and  return  you 
BUDy  thanks  for  the  intelligenoe  yon  are  pleased  to  oommunioate; 
it  is  very  aooeptable  to  Conncil,  who  will  be  much  obliged  by  a  eon- 
tinmoee  of  yonr  information.  I  fnlly  expected  that  a  general  battle 
voald  have  been  foaffht|  as  there  seems  little  doubt  that  the  enemy 
cune  out  with  that  determination,  that  they  have  been  egregionsly 
disappointed  is  very  apparent,  their  precipitate  retreat  disgraces  them 
madi,  and  most  lessen  the  confidence  which  the  Friends  to  Qovem- 
xnent,  as  they  Stile  themselves,  has  placed  in  them  from  this  move- 
ment of  theirs.  I  think  much  may  be  gathered,  they  are  not  so 
Stroog  as  msuiy  believed  them^  or  they  expected  our  army  would 
retire  upon  their  approach. 

The  base  conduct  of  our  militia  gives  me  much  pain,  the  loss  of 
General  Irwin  to  this  State  is  very  considerable,  as  he  was  a  brave 
Tigilant  Officer.  I  hope  the  Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth  will 
adopt  some  mode  that  will  effectually  fill  the  battallions  of  this  State 
in  the  Continental  Service,  so  that  there  may  be  little  or  no  neces- 
Btj  to  call  out  the  militia.  I  hope  our  troops  may  not  retire  to 
winter  quarters  and  leave  our  country  open  to  the  ravages  and 
insults  of  the  enemy,  possibly  some  opportunity  may  turn  up  in  the 
eonraeof  the  winter  for  our  army,  if  they  should  be  near  the  enemy 
to  attack  tliem,  with  a  good  prospeet  of  success,  which^  if  scattered^ 
or  at  a  great  distance,  cannot  be  put  in  execution.  , 

I  am^  with  great  respect. 

Dear  Sir, 

Tour  very  hum.  Serv*. 

THOMAS  WHARTON,  J'. 
Elias  Boudinot,  Esq'. 


Council  to  Gbn.  Pottbb,  1777. 

In  Council,  Lancaster,  December  13th,  1777. 
Sir, 

Council  being  'very  anxious  to  know  what  is  passing  in  your 
quarter,  as  they  understand  you  are  on  the  West  side  of  Schuylkill, 
hare  oidered  the  bearer  Step"  Sutton  who  they  send  Express,  to  call 
|ipoQ  ^ou  on  his  way  to  Head  Quarters  and  will  thank  you  for  any 
iuteiligence  that  you  may  think  worth  communicating.^  * 
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The  late  movement  of  the  Enemy  I  think  has  disgraced  them 
much-— after  so  much  Gasconading  they  should  have  attacked  you — 
it  convinces  me  that  they  are  not  so  formidable  as  they  have  given 
out,  or  that  they  expected  our  army  would  retreat  immediately  on 
their  approach. 

The  conduct  of  our  Militia  gives  me  much  uneasiness — and  the 
Loss  of  Gen.  Irwin  I  much  regret,  as  he  is  a  brave  Vigilant  officer, 
I  hope  the  Legislature  will  adopt  some  mode  to  fill  the  .Battalion  of 
this  State  in  Continental  Service  so  as  there  may  be  little  or  no  ne- 
cessity to  send  the  Militia  to  camp. 

I  have  several  times  order'd  some  News  Papers  to  be  sent  to  you 
for  the  perusal  of  yourself  &,  officers,  I  hope  they  got  safe  to  hand — 
Bom^  goes  by  this  Express, 

I  am 

with  refipect 

S'  your  very 

Hum.  Serv*. 

Directed, 
To  Geni  Potter. 


Gbi7.  Armstrong  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

• 

Camp  on  N.  Wales  Road  near  the 
Spring  Tavern,  14th  Deo^,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  hope  you  have  rec'd  my  several  letters  by  Express  and  Coll. 
Blain — and  that  the  honorable  Council  will  accept  with  mine,  the 
thanks  of  the  officers  &  privates  of  the  Militia  for  the  News-papers. 
I  hope  Oen'l  Potter  now  in  Chester  County  has  taken  care  to  acquaint 
Tou  of  the  dispersion  of  his  Brigade  on  the  11th  Ins*  by  a  superior 
body  of  the  Enemy  then  out  as  I  suppose  on  the  Foraging  business. 
I  can  neither  ascertain  his  loss,  nor  whether  his  men  are  yet  come 
in,  but  hope  by  this  time  they  may. 

I  am  now  to  inform  you  that  Gen'l  Washington'  having  moved 
over  the  Schuylkill  with  the  whole  of  his  army  in  order  most  probably 
to  take  a  Position  on  that  side  for  the  Winter — ^I  am  for  the  present 
left  here  to  attempt  covering  a  large  country  with  about  one  thousand 
of  our  Militia;  a  task  perhaps  impossible  fully  to  eflfeot  by,  nor  was 
it  effected  by  the  whole  army — true  the  good  General  does  not  meaa 
that  this  or  several  other  branches  of  his  instructions  can  by  any  such 
handful  of  men  be  wholly  complied  with,  but  only  to  do  what  we  can 
with  reasonable  safety  to  the  whole.  I  am  willing  for  a  few  days  to 
risk  anything  I  can,  hopeing  now  the  army  will  appear  on  the  banks 
of  the  Schuylkill  on  equal  ground  &  probably  insult  t^e  enemj  at 
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tbe  Middle  Ferry)  that  tbey  may  go  out  &  give  Battle  to  our 
irmy,  aoder  tbia  view  I  wish  the  Gen'l  to  retain  hia  whole  strengthi 
bat  if  (ren.  Howe  does  not  attack  our  army  in  one  week,  I  think  he 
vill  not  this  winter,  bat  only  send  detachments  to  Forrage  &  plunder 
vbere  it  may  be  done  with  the  least  impunity,  indeed  both  sides  the 
Sehaylkill  cannot  be  tolerably  saved  without  dividing  for  the  winter 
tbe  Continental  army  to  which  I  doubt  the  Oen'l  will  not  accede,  & 
to  which  I  confess  there  is  one  or  two  potent  objections.  The  Chief 
design  of  this  letter  is,  and  to  wc^  I  flatter  myself  the  Council  will 
pay  the  most  early  attention,  that  one  or  two  Brigadiers  General 
may  be  appointed  for  the  State — Sorry  I  am  that  the  Choices  of 
Council  on  this  important  point  are  not  more  numerous  &  easy,  but 
nich  is  the  necessity  of  the  case  that  something  must  suddenly  be 
done.  Even  before  tbe  loss  of  Gen  Irwin  and  since  Gen.  Potter  has 
several  times  told  me  be  can  not  by  any  means  stay  out  this  winter. 
TTlth  regard  to  myself,  the  language  of  nature,  &  common  sense 
safficiently  argues  against  a  Winter  Campaign  of  this  sort,  not  perhaps 
two  nights  in  one  place,  and  altho'  my  determination  was  not  to  relax 
a  single  day  whilst  anything  important  was  in  view,  or  during  the 
MUve  part  of  the  Campaign,  yet  did  I  fully  expect  it  would  have 
been  closed  more  than  a  month  ago. 

Permit  me  at  this  crisis  to  name  a  few  names — Col.  Penrose  I  have 
beard  well  spoken  of,  but  never  saw  that  Gen*" — ^also  Col.  Morris 
Sumewbat  less,  also  unacquainted — Col.  Bradford  I  fear  too  old — 
a  Col  Dclaney.  There  is  a  L*  Col.  Connor  in  the  Continental  line, 
whether  he  wou'd  accept  I  know  not.  He  is  a  genteel  man,  &  an 
active  good  officer,  but  has  not  had  such  a  standing  in  the  Province 
aa  oott'd.be  wished-**Col.  Bull  b  known  to  tbe  Council  It  might 
not  be  impossible  to  bring  in  Gen.  Reed,  that  wou'd  be  doing  business 
to  parpose  but  it  must  be  in  high  rank,  and  a  delicate  point  first  to 
be  conscntably  fixed  with  Gen.  Potter.  Please  to  forgive  these 
liberties  perfectly  submitted  as  they  are  &  thrown  out  from  the  mere 
anxiety  I  have  to  assist  your  choice,  but  should  be  happy  to  think 
yoo  eott'd  fall  upon  objects  still  more  proper,  two  Brigadiers  appear 
to  be  few  enough,  by  this  means  some  reliefs  cou'd  be  yielded,  as 
there  are  but  few  men  who  can  serve  constantly  in  the  Militia. 
I  am  Sir  with  perfect 

respect  your  Excellency's  most 

Obed^  humble  Serv* 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

P.  8.  I  hope  to  be  soon  favoured  with  the  result  of  Council  on  the 
above,  and  whoever  is  appointed  must  immediately  appear  for  duty. 

On  the  Publick  Service. 

Ht9  Excellency  Thos.  Wharton,  Esq.,  Lancaster. 
FaToured  by  1 

Doctor  Ditffield  ) 
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Lt's  Smith  and  Ebachlinb,  1777. 

Bookhill.  Deoem'  y  14*^,  1777. 
Sir, 

On  receiTing  information  of  a  large  anaotity  of  woolen  Gloatbs 
Being  oonvaid  to  the  grate  swamp  said  to  be  private  property,  ingaged 
US  to  do  every  thing  m  our  power  to  make  the  Discovery,  and  round 
said  goods  Depozi'  in  the  hands  of  Robert  Barr  in  said  swamp  which 
we  have  taken  into  our  possion,  the  quantity  is  nine  large  Bales  of 
Cloathes,  &  five  small  Bales  of  Sattens. 

As  the  said  goods  seems  to  us  to  be  very  proper  to  oloath  our 
army,  we  should  be  tery  glade  to  be  further  advised  by  your  Bzec^ 
what  further  steps  to  take  in  said  affair  as  we  apprehend  the  goods 
are  not  ar  present  in  a  proper  place  of  Safety. 

We  have  the  Honour 

D'  S'  to  Be  y  Exoelly'*  hub'e  S* 

SAM'L  SMITH. 
AND'W  KBAOHLINB. 

N.  B.  We  Received  the  first  information  of  said  goods  by  Col. 
More  of  Phila.,  County  who  have  been  out  on  said  Business  for  sum 
Conoid*  time  there  is  sum  cost  acrued  in  this  affair  which  we  make 
no  doubt  of  being  allowed. 

Directed.  • 

To  His  Ezeo^  Thomas  WhartoU;  Esq.^  President  of  the  Bxevtive 
Council. 


GoiiONBL  Clbmbht  Biddlb  to  Prbsidbnt  Wharton,  1777. 

Camp;  Gulph  MiU,  December  14, 1777. 
Sir, 

As  the  Legislature  of  this  State  have  repealed  the  Ordinance 
regulating  the  prices  of  Forage,  &c.,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that 
the  most  dangerous  Consequences  will  ensue  unless  some  mode  is 
adopted  to  secure  a  constant  supply  for  the  Army,  which  is  now  the 
greatest  part  on  the  West  side  of  Schuylkil. 

I  have  therefore  to  request  you  to  represent  to  the  Legislature  the 
necessity  of  forming  some  Plan  to  secure  a  constant  supply,  and  for 
forming  the  necessary  magazines « in  our  rear,  to  finswer  this  neces* 
sary  purpose. 

The  removing  all  Forage  between  us  &  the  Enemy  is  constantly 
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stteoded  to,  bot  onr  obief  DependADoe  must  be  from  tbe  Goanirj 
hek  of  QBy  as  the  Eoemj  bave  ravaged  the  Country  below. 

I  request  the  favour  of  you  to  transmit  me  any  Law  that  may  be 
pmed  for  this  purpose,  that  I  may  pay  the  earliest  attention  thereto. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be 

your  Excellency's 

most  obed^  serv*, 

CLEMENT  BIDDLB. 
Corns  Forage. 

Dtrtded, 

On  public  service.    To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Ea- 
quire,  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 


Board  of  War  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

War  Office,  y  W^  December,  1777. 

8ir, 

Tbe  Board  have  direeted  me  to  request  your  Exoellenoy  will 
please  to  let  the  Bearer,  Mr.  Jaoob  Sattler,  have  the  Draft  drawn 
in  his  favour,  hy  Owen  Jones,'  Jr.,  on  Matthias  Slough,  &  which  I 
bid  the  honour  of  transmitting  you  a  few  days  ago. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir, 

your  very  humble  serv*, 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  D.  8. 


On  publie  serviee.    To  His  Exeellenoy  Thomas  Wharton,  Junr., 
Eaqr.,  Prandent  of  the  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 


Order  of  Goukcil  of  Safett. 

Lancaster,  Dec'r,  1777. 

Ordered  that  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  an  Ordinance  of 
the  Council  of  Safety,  of  the  8^  November  last,  to  collect  Arms, 
Blanketa  &  Cloathing,  be  impowered  to  appoint  assistants  &  to  use 
Force  where  it  may  be  necessary ;  and  all  officers,  civil  &  military, 
&  others,  are  requested  &  commanded  to  aid  &  assist  them  in  the 
^eention  of  the  premises,  and  the  s*  Commissioners  are  impow- 
ered to  allow  reasonable  Wages  to  their  Assistants,  during  the  time 
they  shall  he  so  employed. 

*  See  pages  63-66,  74,  79. 


; 
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-    George  Stevenson  to  President  Wharton,  1777.^ 

Carlisle,  15"»  Dec',  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

As  one  of  the  Commissioners  for  Cumberland  Connty,  by  an 
Ordinance  of  the  late  Council  of  Safety,  made  at  Lane'  the  21*^  of 
Ocf  last,  appointed,  I  have  caused  the  personal  Estate  of  the  fol- 
lowing Persons  to  be  seized,  viz :  Alex'r  McDonald,  Kennet 
A^Kinzie,  £dw<^  Erwin,  William  Simpson,  Hugh  Gwin,  William 
M^'Pherson,  and  Robert  Steel;  their  personal  Estates  consists  of 
*  Horses,  Cattle,  Wheat,  Rye,  Oats,  and  Hay,  also  some  Household 
Goods  of  little  Value.  They  are  now  in  the  care  of  Neighbours, 
whose  Obligations  I  have  conditioned  for  the  Delivery  of  them  to 
me,  when  required  j  the  Horses  and  Cattle  are  kept  at  Ezpence. 
The  Wives  and  Children  are  doubtless  now  eating  of  the  Grain.  I 
have  made  those  seizures  on  the  Evidence  of  Edward  West,  Robert 
Steel,  and  Thomas  Kinsloe,  who,  on  their  Examination  before  two 
of  the  Justices  here,  said  that  the  Persons  above  named  were  in 
General  Howe's  Carap,  at  Philad*,  which  Examinations  were  laid 
before  you  by  Francis  West,  soon  after  they  were  taken. 

Suodrie  Persons,  since  the  Seizure,  have  called  on  me  and  said 
that  the  above  named  Persons  are  indebted  to  them.  Ought  not 
the  just  Demands  of  the  Neighbours,  against  those  People,  to  be 
paid  ? 

Some  of  the  Inhabitants  say  that  the  Wives  and  Children  of  the 
above  named  Persons  must  be  maintained  with  the  Effects  of  their 
Husbands  and  Parents,  others  say  they  must  be  maintained  by  the 
Townships ;  I  differ  in  Opinion  with  both,  and  think  they  ought  to 
be  sent  to  Qen^^  Howe's  Camp,  to  their  Husbands  and  Parents. 
Why  should  Whig  Inhabitants  support  the  Families  of  the  Enemies 
of  their  Country  ?  I  believ«  the  War  was  brought  on  by  such,  tho' 
they  moved  in  an  higher  Sphere,  and  I  believe  all  Ranks  of  them 
have  contributed  all  in  their  power  to  carry  it  on.  If  the  Effects 
of  these  People  are  to  support  their  Wives  and  Children,  I  ask  what 
share  are  they  to  have — they  ought  not  to  starve. 

Robert  Steel  returned  from  Howe's  Camp  in  Company  with  Ed- 
ward West,  who  was  committed  to  Carlisle  Prison  with  him.  West 
was  enlarged^on  bail  in  the  trifling  sum  of  £300^  Steel  continued 
in  Prison,  their  Crime  was  the  very  same. 

A  Marc  belonging  to  Steel  (of  no  great  value)  is  taken,  the  only 
Goods  known  to  belong  to  him.  As  he  returned  from  Howe's 
Camp,  and  lies  in  Jail,  he  thinks  it  bard  that  his  Mare  should  be 
confiscated.     What  shall  be  done  in  this  case  7 

I  have  been  of  the  Opinion,  from  the  Beginning  of  this  War, 
that  the  Estate  of  every  Man  who  showed  himself  to  be  his  Coun- 
trie's  Foe,  ought  to  have  been  immediately  seized;  but  before  any 
Sale  the  Commissioner  ought  to  have  been  authorized  to  issue  a 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABGHIYES  1777-  96 

Yeiiirey  directed  to  the  Sheriff,  to  summon  an  loqaest,  to  enquire, 
OB  Oath  or  Affirmation,  whether  the  Owner  of  suoh  Estate  was  an 
Enemy  or  a  Friend  to  his  Country  ?  and  make  a  true  InquisitioUi 
noder  their  Hands  and  Seals,  according  to  their  Evidence.  If  the 
Inquest  found  the  Owner  an  Enemy,  the  Goods  of  Course  must  he 
eonfiscated,  and  after  such  Proceedings  had,  I  should  have  no  Hesi- 
tation to  sell  the  Estate,  and  I  think  the  Buyer  would  have  a  good 
Title,  bat  as  the  above  recited  Ordinance  stands,  I  am  of  Opinion 
it  lodges  too  much  Power  in  one  Man. 

Under  the  said  Ordinance  I  have  seized,  and  I  think  I  must  pro- 
ceed to  Sale,  not  as  the  Effects  of  my  Judgment,  but  of  Necessity, 
otherwise  great  Part  of  the  Goods  will  eat  up  their  Value  in  a  short 
Time. 

I  forwarded  the  Petition  of  the  unfortunate  Daniel  Shelly,  and 
in  Letters  mentioned  his  Case  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
more  than  once,  and  hitherto  have  not  received  an  Answer.  I  am 
fully  persuaded  hi:i  Affirmation  is  Truth.  McDonald,  named  in  his 
Affirmation,  is  the  very  Man  first  named  in  this  Letter.  The  Man 
who  accompanied  Parson  Batwell  to  Shelly's  House,  tho'  no  Person 
privy  to  the  taking  of  Shelly's  Examination,  knew  any  thing  of  him 
at  that  Time.  Shelly  is  now  confined  in  the  same  Place  with,  and 
treated  in  the  same  Manner  as  the  obstinate  Jersey  Tories  are,  who 
were  taken  in  Arms  against  the  United  States ;  they  are  bad  Com- 
pany for  a  State  Witness.  1  would  not  be  understood  to  palliate 
bis  Crimes ;  whatever  they  were,  they  were  conditionally  pardoned, 
tbersfore,  he  is  now  confioed  as  a  State  Evidence  only.  He  always 
lias  said  he  can  find  Bail  for  his  appearance  at  any  Court,  and  for 
his  good  Behaviour  in  the  mean  Time,  not  in  the  sum  of  £300,  but 
in  £3000,  nay,  <£10,000. 

I  humbly  request  an  Answer  to  this  Letter,  as  soon  as  the  Su- 
preme Executive  Council  can  spare  Time  from  Matters  of  a  greater 
Importanoe,  to  read  it,  and  am, 

Gent-, 

y  most  obed* 

H"«  Serv*, 

GEO.  STE7ENS0N. 

P.  S.  Robert  Steel  and  Thomas  Kinslo,  having  been  at  Camp 
'tith  Gen.  Howfe,  rctum'd  in  Company  with  Edward  West,  and 
were  committed  with  him.  They  say  they  are  willing  to  swear 
Allegiance  to  the  State,  and  can  find  Bail  as  West  has.  Queere. 
Haj  the  Juaticee  here  admit  them  to  Bail. 

IHrecttd, 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Junr.,  Esqr.,  President, 
>od  other  Members,  of  the  Supreme  Executiye  Council  of  Penn- 
^Ivania. 
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Joseph  Kirkbeidb  to  Pbbsidbnt  Wharton,  1777. 

Bellvne,  Bucks  County,  15**  Deo',  1777. 
Sir, 

I  yesterday  had  the  Hon'r  of  receiy'g  your  Ezcelleucy's  Com- 
xnands  of  the  5^  Inst :  and  shall  make  the  most  speedy  Complyance 
in  my  power.  I  have  lately  given  the  most  press's  directions  for  y* 
recovery  of  the  sub  :  money,  &o.,  throughout  the  Eight  classes,  and 
tho'  we  find  many  among  the  Non  Conformists  Very  unable  to  pay 
the  sums  rated  on  them ;  Nevertheless,  I  am  not  without  good  hopes 
of  procuring  a  considerable  Ballance  in  favour  of  the  States.  Your 
Excellency  may  depend  I  will  again  press  this  matter,  and  transmit 
the  money  arrising  immediately  into  the  Treasury. 

As  soon  as  I  can  procure  a  return  from  my  Sub  Lieut*  of  the 
Militia  who  have  turned  out  in  their  respective  Class's,  shall  send  it 
forward. 

I  Expect  Col.  Lacey,  who  Commands  the  Militia  now  on  duty,  baa 
made  your  Excellency  a  return  of  their  numbers,  as  he  has  not  done 
it  through  me  as  I  Expect'd  In  a  letter  to  Col.  Gill,  he  mentions 
306,  rank  &  file,  with  a  proportionable  No  of  officers,  which  is  I 
apprehend  near  the  true  state. 

I  have  the  Hour  to  be  with  utmost  respect 

Your  Excelency's  most  obed*  Hb*^'  ServS 

JO.  KIRKBRIDE. 
D  Creeled  f 

HisExcelency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State, 
Pennsylvania,  at  Lancaster. 


James  Tilohman  to  Presidbnt  Wharton,  1777. 

Chester  Town,  Maryland,  Dec  15%  1777, 
Sir, 

I  have  just  received  the  favour  of  your  Letter  of  the  20^^  November, 
and  am  much  obliged  to  the  Executive  Council  for  the  Indulgence  it 
contains.  The  Secretary's  Letter  of  the  17*^  October  came  safe  to 
hand. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  much  tespect, 

Your  most  Ob*  Serv*, 

JAMES  TILGHMAN.* 
Directed^ 

To  his  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton  Esq'r,  President  of  the 
Council  of  Pennsylvania. 
By  Post. 

*  See  Pago  641,  Vol.  V. 
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CoHM'fi  Thomas  Sbtmour  xo  Counoii.,  1777. 

Gentlemen, 

loclosed  joa  have  Sundry  Letters,  under  the  care  of  T?on  Mr. 
Dan.  Comock,  who  waa  going  to  Philada.  with  them,  the  above  Dan. 
Comock,  I've  sent  down  to  jou,  for  further  azamanation  under  a 
strong  guard. 

I  am. 

Gkntlemeu, 

Your  most  humble  Serv^, 

THO'S  SEYMOUR. 
Dnnkes'B  Perry,  16**  December,  1777. 

P.S.  Gentlemen, 

r?e  examined  all  Mr.  Danl.  Comock's  Packets,  &c.,  &  have  not 
found  any  thing  against  him. 

I  am,  Gent", 

Y'  most  hum*  Serv*, 

THO'S  SEYMOUR. 

Directed^ 

To  The  Hon.  Council  of  Safety  at  Philadelphia. 


Genbbal  Potter  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 
Sir, 

liast  Thursday  the  enemy  marob  out  of  the  City  with  a  deaine  to 
Porridge ;  but  it  was  Nessecerey  to  drive  me  out  of  the  w&y }  my 
a^vancd  pioquet  fired  on  them  at  the  Bridge';  another  party  of  one 
Hnndred  attacted  them  at  the  Black  Hors.  I  was  enOamped  on 
Chirles  Thomson's  place,  where  I  stacconed  two  Regmettts  who 
attacted  the  enemy  with  Vigor.  On  the  next  Hill,  I  staeconed 
three  Regmenta,  letting  the  fost  line  Know,  that  when  they  were 
over  powered,  the  must  Retreat  and  form  behind  the  sacond  line, 
tod  in  that  maner  we  formed  and  Retreated  for  four  miles ;  and  on 
Wary  Hill  we  disputed  the  matter  with  them.  My  people  Behaved 
well,  espealv  three  Regements,  Commanded  by  the  Col"  Ohattibers, 
Murrey  and  Leaeey.  His  Excellency  Returned  us  thanks  In  public 
orders ; — ^But  the  cumplement  would  have  Been  mutch  moi^  sub- 
Etantale  had  the  Volant  Ghncril  Solovan  Covered  my  Retreat  with 
two  Devissions  of  the  Army,  he  had  in  my  Reare : .  the  front  of  them 
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was  about  one  balf  mill  in  ny  Reari  bnt  he  gaye  oidera  for  tliein  to 
Ketreat  and  join  the  arm  j,  who  were  on  the  other  side  of  the  Schuyl- 
kill, about  one  mile  and  a  Half  off  from  me ;  thus  the  enemy  Got 
leave  to  plunder  the  Countreyi  Wheoh  the  have  dun  without  parsi- 
ality  or  favour  to  any^  leaving  none  of  the  Nesscereys  of  life  Behind 
th^m  that  the  conveniantly  could  Carrey  or  destroy.  My  loss  in 
this  Action  I  am  not  able  to  Assartain  as  yet ;  it  is  not  so  mutch  as 
might  be  expected.  The  Killed  don't  exceed  5  or  6 ;  taken  prisners 
about  20 ;  wounded  about  20 ;  with  us  the  enemy  acknowledged  the 
got  the  worst  of  this  Action ;  there  light  hors  Suffered  mutch^  for 
they  Charged  us.  • 

I  am  your  Excellancey's  most  obedant 

Humble  Servant, 

JA.  POTTER. 

'  P.  S.  His  Excellaneey  was  not  with  the  Army  when  this  unlucky 
neglact  hapned ;  the  army  was  on  there  march,  and  he  had  not  come 
from  his  Quarters  at  Whit  marsh. 

Chester  County  Camp  at  Head  Quarters,  Deo.  16th,  1777. 

Directed^ 

On  public  service. 

His  Excellaneey  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  Lancaster. 


General  Potter  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Chester  County  Head  Quarters, 
.     Deer.  16th,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  Received  your  favour  of  the  18th  Instant,  wherein  you  express 
the  Desier  of  Counsal  to  Know  what  is  passing  on  the  Wist  side  of 
Sehuylkill,  the  enemy  set  out  from  the  City  on  the  night  of  the  forth 
Instant  at  0  o'Clock,  and  Before  day  they  were  on  Chesnut  Hill 
about  Bushes  house,  I  was  ordered  of  with  a  Contenantale  Rigement 
and  my  Bragade  to  Scrimedge  on  their  left  wing ;  nothing  meteral 
hapned  with  us,  we  Killed  6  or  7  of  them  and  had  some  desarters 
came  to  us,  soon  after  our  little  scrimige  that  unlucky  a&ir  where 
in  we  Lost  the  Brave  General  Irwin  hapned,  the  partiqulars  of  which 
I  am  not  well  Acquented  with,  as  I  did  not  see  them  ;  the  sixth 
nothing  meteral  hapned  ]  on  sabath  morning  I  was  Informed  that 
the  enemy  was  gon  from  Mr.  Bushes,  I  was  ordered  to  go  and  find 
out  there  Rout  with  my  Bragaid,  I  weut  to  Bushes  and  found  they 
were  gon  to  Jarminton,  and  from  there  Had  Marched  towards  Eadge 
Hill ;  I  sent  a  small  party  of  80.  men  to  follow  there  Reer,  and  I 
marched  off  with  the  Remainder  to  your  place,  when  I  discovered  a 
bodey  of  the  enemy,  after  some  time  we  engaged  in  the  woods  Be- 
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tveen  yoer  borne  Mid  BmlingB,  ny  Gontanental  Rigmeiit  soon  Bfoak, 
and  the  enfeotion  Cached  the  Militia  Like  lightaningy  I  got  a  niiBi" 
ber  of  the  Militia  to  JEUliji  and  the  enemy  and  ns  etood  and  Yewed 
aoh  other  for  some  time,  and  when  I  was  oonTinoed  there  was  no 
Reinforoement  ooming  I  returned  to  Oamp,  Col.  Morgan  serimidged 
smartly  with  them  the  same  day,  and  som  of  the  Maryland  assisted 
bim,  he  was  on  the  Right  of  the  enemy  and  I  on  the  left. 

On  monday  nothing  meteral  hapned,  in  the  erening  the  enemy 
moved  off,  and  nnder  coyer  of  the  Night  Betumed  to  the  City,  after 
Burning  a  numher  of  Houses,  Rohing  and  plundering  every  person 
they  came  across;  my  penn  cant  descnhe  there  Barharity  and 
Craalty,  nor  can  you  oonseve  the  waste  and  Destruction  that  attended 
there  fntsteps  every  where  they  go. 

In  there  last  Rout  through  this  County,  after  men  surrendered  to 
them  and  gave  up  their  arms,  they  have  Savige  liek  Cut,  Stabed  in 
a  moat  crual  maner,  among  a  number  of  others  Mr.  Antoney 
Morris  is  one  of  those  unfortunate  men,  after  the  Had  taken  all  he 
had  in  and  about  his  house,  and  left  his  wife  and  Children  without 
neat  or  Clothing,  he  enraged  at  such  Treatment  went  out  with  some 
of  oar  Horsemen,  who  met  with  a  stronger  party  of  the  enemy  that 
Took  Mr.  Morris  and  Two  more  of  the  party,  after  they  had  disarmed 
them  they  Cut  and  Slashed  them  in  a  most  Cruale  manor,  and  left 
them  as  they  thought  dead.  Mr.  Morris  is  in  a*  good  way  of 
Beoovcry. 

I  Am  your  Exoellencys 

most  obedient 

Humble  servant, 

JA*  POTTER. 

P.  8.  I  hope  the  Legislature  will  adopt  som  mode  to  fill  the 
Contanentale  Battalions  of  this  State,  I  have  Received  three  packets 
of  News  papers  which  you  were  so  kind  as  to  send  to  me,  for  which 
I  return  you  thanks.  In  my  last  to  you  I  Informed  you  of  a  leat 
Action  I  bad,  I  have  taken  more  prisoners  than  I  lost,  last  night  I 
tent  13  British  and  Hessen  prisoners  to  the  prove  Gaurd,  and  one 
day. 

J.  P. 


Sir, 

I  understand  by  a  letter  I  have  Reoeved  from  General  Armstrong, 
tiiat  he  has  vrrote  to  Couneal  to  appoint  one  or.two  Brigadeers  more, 
I  Unnk  it  is  verey  Necessary  ;  I  would  not  take  upon  me  to  Recom- 
mend any  person,  But  I  wo.uld  Just  put  you  in  mind  of  Col  Antoney 
Morris,  %  Gentleman  of  Good  Reputation  as  an  officer,  altho  I  am 
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Bofc  Accnanted  with  hint,  I  am  in  bve  widt  Mia  CfanaBfltow  m  «d 
effioer.  ^ 

I  am  your  ezcelletiojrs 

Humble  Servant, 

JA«  POTTEE. 
Deo'r  17^  1777. 

JDirectedj 

Oo.pabllo  Sarvioe^  His  Excellency  Tliomaa  Wharton^  Esq'r,  Lan- 
oaster. 

^  Bzpreaa. 


Ma  J.  Gbn.  Armstrong  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Camp  near  Spring  Tavern,  16th,  a  Night 
Sir, 

Fm  thifl  evening  favoured  with  yoara  of  the  12th  In»S  and  had 
the  pleasure  of  writing  you  very  lately  by  Doctor  Duffield.  "  The 
precipitate  retY«at  of  the  Bnemy  from  Ghesnat  Hill  waa  not  owing 
to  the  want  of  strength  but  prudence.  General  Washington's  well 
chosen  ground  &  respectable  Army  presented  to  them  a  formidable 
front,  which,  had  they  attacked,  must  to  them  have  oeen  fatal. — 
They  dared  not  risque  a  Circuitous  march  to  manuvre  behind  tis  or 
attack  in  rear,  as  had  they  boon  unfortunate,  their  retreat  to  Philad* 
must  have  been  out  o£f.  At  the  same  time  it  must  be  allowed  thnt 
takeing  in  the  consideration  of  their  previous  boasts,  the  retreat  has 
vailed  the  gKtter  of  their  Arms,  nor  ara  they  leas  diagraced  by  their 
low  Cruelty  &  plundering  spirit/' 

**  No  man  can  more  deeply  resent  the  infamous  conduct  of  aach 
of  the  Militia  as  were  in  reach  of  General  Irwin  when  he  fell  from 
his  horse  than  I  do,  but  very  few  there  are  to  acknowledge  they  saw 
bim  in  that  situation,  and  these,  whether  true  or  false,  are  not  with- 
out their  apologies.  Many,  too  many  of  the  militia,  are  a  .Seandle. 
to  the  military  profession,  a  nusance  in  service  &  a  dead  weight  on 
the  publick ;  yet,  is  it  equally  true,  that  taken  as  a  body,  they  have 
render'd  that  Service  that  neither  the  State  nor  the  Army  cou'd 
have  dispenced  with.  They  have  constantly  mounted  guards,  form'd 
many  &  distant  Pickquets,  perfo^m'd  many  occasional  pieces  of 
labour— Patroled  the  Roads  leading  to  the  Enemy  by  day  &  by 
Bight,  ft  that  more  than  their  proportion— they  have  taken  a  num- 
ber of  prisoners,  brought  in  deserters,  euppressed  Tories,  prevented' 
much  intercourse  betwixt  the  disafiecCed  ft  the  Enemy — Met  and 
Scirmished  with  the  Enemy  as  early  ft  as  often  as  others,  and  ex- 
cept the  Battle  of  Brandiwine,  of  which  from  their  Station  little  ftU 
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m  l^eir  wtj,  have  lad  a  proporthmal  Shaie  «f  Sseeeaa,  hamd,  A 
kn  of  blood.  I  bate  the  disagreeable  dooirine  of  eorapaiisoB,  aad 
only  gif  e  tiua  detail  to  shew  the  partial  lepreaentaHoDs  joq  have 
hd  of  the  Servi^ee  of  the  aulitia  of  this  State.  They  judge  ill  of 
tke  usee  el  %  Body  of  men  who  fix  their  charaeier  from  a  liBgie 
Mtton,  and  alill  vorae,  who  brand  the  whole  with  the  in&iaoafl  eoa- 
daet  of  only  a  part,  when  others  of  the  same  body,  &  on  the  same 
oeeasioo  have  folly  eviaoed  their  bravery.  Take  for  inatance  that 
very  a&ir  in  which  I  agree  the  Cowardiae  of  a  part  oeeasion'd  the 
loss  of  Gen'l  Irwin,  &  there  we  find  that  a  very  warm  fire  waa  main- 
tun'd  by  others  of  the  militia  for  the  full  spaoe  of  Twenty  minutes, 
aad  if  we  may  believe  report,  aeveral  Waggons,  (some  call  them 
Dine  in  nnmber)  were  employed  by  the  enemy  on  that  occasion  in 
etryiog  off  their  wounded,  amongst  whom  was  Sir  James  Murray** 
two  Qraves  were  also  found  on  the  place,  who  or  how  many  might 
be  in  them  has  not  been  examin'd.'^  In  the  late  Scirmish  of  Gen'l 
Potters  Brigade,  altho'  they  were  dispersed,  they  must  'have  donf 
the  Enemy  some  damage.  He  writes  me  he  had  five  Men  Killed, 
Ten  wounded  &  Ten  made  prisoners,  but  a  greater  number  missing. 
The  General,  with  the  whole  of  the  Army,  has  now  taken  hia 
Winter  Position  in  the  County  of  Chester,  so  that  the  forbidins  idea 
of  Winter  Quarters  is  now,  I  hope,  fully  laid  aside.  So  (ar  things 
are  well,  but  mark  the  Scene  that  naturally  Opens  on  this  side  the 
SohuyUdll,  extending  to  the  Coonties  of  Philad*  &  Bucks.  The 
Enemies  objects  for  resources,  &c.,  &o.,  are  now  Open  &  easy  of 
aooess  on  this  side,  this  great  extent  having  at  present  no  other  Cov- 
ering than  the  few  Militia  now  with  me,  except  Capt*  Craigs  Troop 
of  about  twenty  Horse  stationed  near  Jermantown,  and  a  few  light 
Horse  from  Bucks,  sent  me  by  Col.Kirkbride.  Gen^  Potters  Brigade 
fiuy  be  sent  me  in  the  space  of  a  Week,  or  perhaps  longer,  but  can 
make  no  very  essential  difEerenoe  in  a  Country  of  'such  extent,  so 
many  leading  as  well  as  by  roads  without  any  natural  impediment, 
except  such  as  may  arise  from  the  Season.  The  Enemy  may  come 
when  &  where  they  please,  and  doubtless  come  in  force — ^we  cannot 
anppose  they  will  fool  these  efforts,  when  prompted  by  necessity  & 
otnei  concurring  designs,  nor  is  it  unnatural  to  think  they  may  take 
an  advanc'd  Post  at  Jermantown,  in  order  to  send  us  farther  back 
&  facilitate  their  various  purposes.  Thro'  many  impediments,  I 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  throw  any  detachments  of  foot  on  the  Old!* 
Tork,  Newtown  &  Bristol  roads,  but  tomorrow,  if  weather  permit, 
intend  some  distribution  of  that  sort,  &  shall,  as  soon  as  possible, 
make  the  best  dispossition  I  can  for  the  Winter,  and  in  the  best  can 
only  have  a  Choice  of  difficult  or  doubtful  measures,  to  be  varied 
occasionally — Into  sundry  smaller  partys  they  must  be  thrown,  and 
how  to  get  tbem  regularly  Snpplied  with  provisions  will  not  be 
found  easy,  as  I  now  find  difficulty  enuff  in  our  Encampment.  The 
design  of  filling  up  the  Quotas  of  the  several  States  with  Continen- 
tal Tioopsi  so  as  in  a  gceat  meaaore  to  supercede  the  use  of  the 
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Militi%  is  highly  approvaable,  nor  shon'd  time  be  lost  in  the 
sure,  which  oncbt  to  originate  &  be  immediately  poshed  in  Gongrees, 
as  it  mnst  eiuier  be  general  or  fail,  &  proye  peoaliarly  severe  to 
whatever  State  is  infested  by  the  Enemy.  It  won'd  oblige  me 
much,  if  agreeable  to  (}onncil,  that  you'l  please  to  send  a  Copy  of 
this  to  Gen^  Roberdeani  I  shon'd  have  wrote  that  Gent*  but  have 
not  time,  and  I  apprehend  there  may  be  a  propriety  in  doing  it.  The 
troops  with  me  are  much  obliged  to  Gounoil  for  the  Newspapers— 
they  are  amnsing  &  acceptable.  I  hope  the  particular  urged  in  mj 
last  will  be  early  attended  to^ 

And  am.  Sir, 

yery  respectfully  yonrsy 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Directed, 

On  the  pnbliok  Seryice — 
His  Ezcellency  Thomas  Wharton^  Esq'.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Penns*,  Laucaster. 
^  Express  returned. 


OwBN  Jones  Jr.,  to  Jamss  Duake,  1777. 

Winchester,  17  Decern',  1777. 
Respected  friend, 

There  was  a  time  when  I  thought  there  was  a  friendship  subsisted 
between  us,  &  I  have  no  reason  to  think  it  otherwise,  notwithstand- 
ing our  yery  different  Circumstances  in  Life.  My  present  hard 
situation  induces  me  to  represent  my  Case  to  some  person  in  power^ 
and  there  is  no  Delegate  in  Congress,  except  tbyself,  with  whom  I 
can  claim  the  least  acquaintance.  It  will  be  unnecessary  to  acquaint 
thee  with  the  manner  of  my  being  taken  up  &  brought  to  this  place, 
of  which  I  make  no  doubt  thou  art  fully  informed,  but  I  can  assure 
thee  it  was  without  any  just  grounds,  &  I  am  sure  had  I  had  an 
opportunity  of  defending  myself  before  an  impartial  Jury  of  my 
Country  I  could  haye  proyd  my  innocence,  for  no  person  was  more 
cautious  of  writing  or  doinj;  any  thing  detrimental  to  the  common 
Interests  of ^  America  than  I  was. 

This  day  Major  Holmes  informd  myself  k  fellow  prisoners,  that 
he  had  orders  from  the  Board  of  War,  forthwith  to  remoye  us  to 
Staunton,  in  Virginia,  &  there  to  be  confind  without  the  use  of  pen, 
Ink  &  paper,*  unless  under  particular  restrictions,  &  that  I  only  of 
all  my  fellow  prisoners  should  be  put  into  the  common  Jail  of  the 
*  County,  separated  from  the  rest  of  my  Companions,  &  that  only  for 
sending  sixteen  half  Joes  down  the  Country  to  be  exchanged  for 
continental  money;  &  here  I  would  wish  to  remark  to  thee,  that 

*  See  pages  74, 106. 
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before  we  left  the  Citj  of  Philadelphia,  the  Towd  Major,  in  answer 
to  one  of  the  Questions  proposed  to  the  president  &  Cotinoil,  informed 
u  that  the  necessary  care  should  be  taken  for  onr  Support  on  the 
Boid,  &  after  onr  Arrival  at  this  place.  Bnt  what  was  onr  surprize 
I  must  leave  thee  to  judge,  when  after  some  weeks  had  elapsed,  that 
a  very  exorbitant  demand  was  made  for  onr  support,  &  as  I  was  a 
prisoner,  there  was  no  alternative.  *I  must  comply  with  those  de- 
mands or  go  without  the  necessaries  of  Life ;  this,  together  with  the 
bigh  price  of  every  article  of  Living  led  me  to  look  into  the  State 
of  my  Cash,  &  I  was  obliged,  in  order  to  satisfy  this  Debt  &  my 
otber  necessary  wants,  to  send  a  few  half  Johannes  to  Lancaster  to 
be  disposed  of,  &  surely  my  sending*to  so  distant  a  place  to  transact 
this  matter,  &  thereby  to  possess  myself  of  continental  money, 
nther  tended  to  support  than  diminish  its  value  here.  I  can,  with 
truth,  say  I  never  offerd  to  dispose  of  any  at  this  place,  or  by  any 
metas  to  depreciate  the  money.  I  knew  they  were  an  Article  of 
merchandise  in  my  native  Country,  &  were  bought  &  sold  daily  by 
persons  who  were  esteemd  good  Whigs,  &  if  under  my  peculiar  Cir- 
cumstances it  was  a  crime,  could  it  be  thought  of  so  heinous  a 
nature  as  to  banish  me  100  miles  farther  distant  from  homo,  confind 
to  a  loathsome  Jail  far  distant  from  all  my  Friends  &  near  connex- 
ions in  Life. 

Upon  the  whole  I  wish  to  lay  my  hard  Fate  before  theo  &  request| 
on  the  remembrance  of  former  Friendship,  thou  would  use  thy  In- 
floence  with  Congress  to  alleviate  this  cruel  sentence ;  had  I  been 
continued  in  the  same  situation  with  my  fellow  prisoners  I  should 
Dot  have  troubled  thee  with  these  few  Lines,  or  made  a  separata 
spplication,  but  as  I  am  so  differently  circumstanced,  I  could  not 
help  flattering  myself  that  thy  influence  in  my  behalf  would  be  of 
terrioe  to  me,  k  I  believe  thou  will  take  pleasure  in  rendering  me  a 
kindness.  Since  I  left  Pbilad'  I  have  received  several  Letters  from 
mj  Father,  in  some  of  which  he  informs  me  that  he  had  taken  much 
pains  \j^  obtain  the  Belease  of  several  American  Officers  who  are 
prisoners,  &  that  he  had  met  with  much  success;  and  since  I  have 
been  here  I  receivd  a  Letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed,  from  Capt. 
Willis,  a  Relation  of  General  Washington,  acknowledging  my  Fa- 
ther's kindness  in  obtaining  his  Liberty.  I  just  mention  this,  does 
it  not  merit  a  return.  If  it  is  in  thy  power  to  get  me  put  on  the 
same' footing  with  my  Companions  &  fellow  prisoners^  I  wish  it 
oonld  be  done  bv  return  of  this  express. 

This  will  be  handed  to  thee  by  the  same  person  who  carries  a 
Bemonstrance  to  Congress,  &  I  wish  thee  to  lay  this  Letter  before 
them,  that  my  particular  Case  may  be  oonsiderd  at  the  same  timo 
with  oar  Joint  Remonstrance. 

I  am^  with  much  Regard, 

thy  assured  Friend, 

OWEN  JONES,  Jr. 

For  James  Doane,  Esq^ 
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Council  to  Col.  Clement  Biddlb,  1777. 

In  CouDcil,  Lanoaster^  December  17th,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  reoeivd  yonr  Letter  dated  the  14  th  Iiis^i  reapeetiog  Forage  for 
our  Army.  I  fied  you  haye  mrataken  the  meaning  of  the  Ordmanoe 
of  CoaDoil  wbieh  the  House  of  Assembly  has  made  void,  as  it  was 
only  a  reoomfflendation  of  Gouneil  to  the  Purchasing  Gommissarys. 
I  ha?e,  however,  to  inform  you  that  the  Legialature,  prior  to  their 
repealing  the  Ordinance,  entered  into  a  Resolve,  aothoriiing  His 
ExcelL  Qen.  Washington  to  etnpower  the  Commissarya  to  oolleot 
Provisaiotka  &  Forage  for  the  Use  of  the  Army,  a  Copy  of  the  Re- 
solve I  expected  you  would  have  been  furnished  with,  but  as  I  find 
that  was  not  the  Case,  I  herewith  send  it  for  your  information.  If, 
after  the  Powers  that  His  Exoell^  is  therein  vested  with,  the  Army 
should  be  in  want  of  Victual  or  Forage,'the  fault  must  lay  with  the 
Persons  employed. 

I  am,  with  much  respect, 
,  Sir, 

Your  very  Hum.  Ser*. 
Coll.  Clem.  Riddle, 

Com'y  of  Forage. 


Rbhonstrakcb  of  Council  and  Assembly  to  Congress, 

1777. 

At  a  Conference  with  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  &  Gen'l 
Asssembly  of  this  State,  held  in  the  Assembly  Room,  Resolv**,  that 
a  Remonstrance  be  Immediately  drawn  up  &  forwarded  tp  Congress, 
against  the  Proposed  Cantoonment  of  thef  Army  of  the  United  States, 
under  command  of  his  Excell^  Qen^  Washington,  &  that  the  follow- 
ing reasons  be  urged. 

Ist.  That  By  the  Armys  removal  to  the  West  side  of  the  Schul- 
kill,  as  fares  Wilmington  &  its  neighbourhood,  great  part  of  this 
State,  particularly  that  on  the  East  side,  together  with  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  must  be  left  in  the  Power  of  the  Enemy,  subject  to 
their  Ravages — the  Inhabitants  be  obliged  either  to  fly  to  the  neigh- 
bouring States,  or  Submit  to  such  Terms  as  the  Enemy  may 
prescribe. 

2d.  That  the  State  Assembly,  at  their  last  session,  had  laid  a  tax 
of  5s.  in  the  Pound  on  all  Estates,  real  &  Personal,  in  order  to  call 
in  &  Sink  the  monies  Issued  by  this  Government,  &  at  this  Session 
had  Resolv'd  over  &  above  s*  Tax  to  raise  the  sum  of  620,000  Doll« 

*  See  page  92. 


EENNSYLTANIA  ABCHIVES  1777.  105 

for  rapport  of  ihe  War  for  tlie  Ensuing  Year,  agreeable  to  resolve 
of  Congress — botli  w«^  Taxes  mnst  infalliably  fail,  provided  tho 
Army  go  into  Gantoonment,  at  such  a  Distance  as  will  prevent  their 
corering  the  Gonntvy  from  the^Depredations  of  the  Enemy,  it  being 
a  meknehollj  truth,  that  too  many  of  our  People  are  so  disafected 
ftlready  that  nothing  but  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Array  keeps 
them  subject  to  Government,  whilst  the  Whigs,  &  those  who  have 
taken  the  most  active  Part  in  support  of  our  Cause,  will  be  dis- 
couraged &  give  up  all  as  lost. 

3d.  By  the  removal  of  our  Army  it  will  be  impossible  to  recruit 
the  Begiments  of  this  State,  as  those  who  would  be  active  &  Zealous 
in  promoting  that  measure  will  be  obliged  to  leave  the  State,  whilst 
theTorya  &  Disafected  will  gain  Strength,  &  in  many  places  perhaps 
declare  openly  for  the  Enemy,  by  w'^  means  there  will  be  a  proba- 
bility of  their  not  only  Supplying  their  Ezausted  Magazines,  but 
greatly  strengthning  their  Army. 

4th.  The  Army  removing  at  a  Distance  from  the  Enemy  must 
give  a  fatal  Stab  to  the  Credit  of  the  Continental  Currency  through- 
out this  State.  It  is  a  melancholly  truth,  that  it  is  very  Difficult  to 
purchase  from  many  of  our  most  able  Farmers  the  necessary  Provi- 
sions of  our  Army,  owing  to  their  fear  of  the  money — but'  this  dif- 
ficalty  must  be  greatly  Encreased  when  another  Market,  without 
latemption,  will  open  to  them  where  they  will  receive  at  least  a 
promise  of  hard  money.  « 


Daitibl  Gltmsr  to  Pkesidbnt  Whaeton,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  been  this  Week  at  Easton  on  Business,  and  as  Commissary 
of  Prisoners,  have  been  enquiring  concerning  their  Situation — they 
are  now  in  close  Goal,  and  Detained  there  by  Guard  under  Coll. 
Idbar,  who  has  shcnr'd  nte  your  Excellency's  Letter  to  have  a  strict 
eje  to  the  Persons  passing  through  this  town  to  and  from  the  Jer- 
sies.  Coll.  Labar  is  an  attentive  man  and  does  his  Duty  extremely 
veil— however,  this  Week,  notwithstanding  his  Appointment  with 
the  pay  &  return  of  a  Captain,  the  Militia  have  call'd  him  forth  to 
Camp,  whither  he  is  gone.  I  shoud  imagine  that  this  Office  woud 
k  an  Exemption  to  him  from  Service  in  the  Militia,  and  £ 
dare  say  you  will  be  otf  Opinion  (on  Consideration)  with  mo 
that  it  is.  I  thought  it  my  Duty,  as  Commissary  of  Prisoners, 
to  mention  this  affair,  as  it  appears  to  be  a  Matter  of  some 
Consequence,  (at  this  Critical  Time,  when  the  motions  of  the 
Enemy  are  entirely  nncertain,  &  Easton  may  be  their  object,  as 
there  are  few  Soldiers  between  it  &  Philad*)— that  you  may,  if  you 

5*   . 
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tbiidc  it  the  most  adviseable,  vrite  to  General  ArmstroDg  or  Geiiend 
Potter  to  give  Orders  for  OoU.  Labar  to  return  to  bis  Post. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  Eespet, 

Yonr  obedient  Serv*. 

DAN'L  CLYMER- 
Thos.  Wharton,  Esq'. 
Baston,  Dec  18, 1777*. 

N.  B.  I  have  spoke  to  Mr.  Sergeant  on  the  subject. 
There  are  60  Prisoners  in  Easton  Goal. 

Directed^ 
His  Ezoellency  Thomas  Wharton^  Esq'.,  Lancaster. 


Owen  Jones,  Jr.,  to  T.  Matlace,  1777. 

Winohesieri  18  December,  1777. 
Respected  Friend, 

My  particular  hard  situation  induces  me  to  apply  to  some  person 
injCouncil,  and  there  is  none  except  thyself  that  I  can  make  an  appli- 
cation to  with  same  freedom.  1  believe  from  our  former  acquaiotance 
&  the  personal  Regard  thou  always  professed  for  me,  thou  will  take 
the  same  pleasure  in  rendering  me  a  service,  as  be  assured  I  should 
do  to  thee,  were  it  in  my  power.  The  Letter  to  James  Duane,'*'  a  copy 
of  which  is  inclosed,  will  fuUey  inform  thee  of  my  present  cruel,  h 
and  for  such  a  crime,  unparaleld  situation,  if  our  Joint  Remonstrance 
is  laid  before  the  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  I  do  desire  thou  will  back 
my  request  with  thy  Influence,  and  if  thou  thinks  proper,  lay  the 
copy  of  my  letter  to  Duane  before  them. 

I  am  with  Real  Regard, 

Thy  Assor'd  Friend, 

O.  JONES,  Jr. 

Examined  &  approved  by  me,  Jo.  Holmes,  D.  G.  G.  of  Prison, 
State  of  Virginia. 

Directed. 

For  Timothy  Matlack,  Secretary  to  the  Executive  Council  of 
Pennsylvania. 

*  See  page  102. 
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Coirsca  lo  Coh.  Sam'l  Smith  and  A.  Ebachlihb,  1777. 

In  Council,  lioncaster;  December  19%  1777. 

GenUemen, 

I  am  &Tord  with  yonr  Letter  of  the  14<^  Inst.,*  informing  Goanoil 
tbat  yoa  had  discovered  a  quantity  of  Woplens  secreted  in  the  greata 
Swamp,  which  you  suppose  would  answer  well  to  cloath  our  Troops. 
I  am  YBTj  happy  you  have  made  the  discovery  as  the  Troops  are 
realy  in  want  of  oloaths,  &  am  requested  to  present  the  thanks  of 
CoQOcil  to  you  &  Coll.  Moore,  for  your  seal  and  attention  in  this 
natter,  and  to  request  the  favor  of  jou  immediately  to  hire,  or  if  neces- 
Buy  impress  Waggons  to  bring  the  goods  forward  to  this  Town  where 
they  shall  be  appraised  and  instantly  made  up  for  the  use  of  the 
Soldiers,  and  when  application  is  made  by  the  owner  he  shall  receive 
pay  agreeable  to  valuation,  if  his  condact  entitles  him  to  it. 

I  beg  no  time  may  be  lost  in  forwarding  these  goods  to  Council, 
who  wUl  cheerfully  pay  any  Ezpence  that  has  or  may  occur  on  them. 

I  am,  Oentlemen,, 

Your  very  Hum.  Serv*. 

Directed, 
Coll.  Sam.  Smith,  &  And*  Eeachline. 


Tho's  JoNsa,  D.  C.  G.,  TO  Prssidbnt  Whabton,  1777. 

Camp  at  the  Gulp,  Decem'  19**^,  1777. 

Honoured  Sir, 

The  approaching  Calamity  that  threatens  our  Army  for  the  want 
of  Provisions,  (occasioned  by  the  Scarcity  of  Waggons  now  employ'd 
to  ball  the  same  to  Camp)  emboldens  me  to  address  you  on  the 
ooeasion,  hopeing  your  honour  will  take  the  same  into  consideration. 
At  present  there  is  not  half  teams  eipploy'd  in  halliDg  flour,  &c.  to 
BQpply  the  great  army  now  at  Camp.  Can  assure  your  honour,  at  this 
Present  time  there  is  not  one  single  Barrell  of  flour  to  deliver  out  to 
the  troops  in  Camp,  nor  cannot  tell  when  I  shall  receive  any ;  some 
Brigades  have  not  fieceiv'd  flour  for  this  day.  Yesterday  I  sent  off 
two  Expresses,  one  for  Lancaster  the  other  to  Reading,  in  order  to 
fonrard  all  Provision  Waggons  on  the  road,  with  all  speed  to  Camp. 
The  express  to  Reading  arrived  lata  last  night,  by  whom  I  learn, 
1  need  not  expect  but  seven  Waggon  loads  flour  from  thence  for 
some  days  to  come. 

»  See  page  92. 
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'  Same  Oentleman  i^ho  eame  from  LaocsstA^,  Tflfbrmfl  me,  (bat  the}r 
have  Dot  seen  any  Provuiion  teams  ooming  from  tkiooe,  in  coiise* 
quence  of  which  if  no  Immediate  suppljs  arriving  shall  be  utterly 
rained. 

*[  have  daily  wrote  the  Issuing  Commissary  at  Lancaster,  York- 
town  &  Readiog,  to  forward  supplies  as  fast  as  possible,  their  chief 
reply  is  they  cannot  (at  the  two  former  phceS;)  procure  waggons 
BUfBcient. 

Inclosed  is  copy  of  a  letter  from  Col  Rosi,  A.  Q.  M.  Gen'.,  at  Lan- 
caster, wherein  he  mentions  the  Difficulty  he  labours  under  in  pro- 
curing teams ;  must  therefore  inform  your  honours  without  an  imae- 
diate  sCep  is  taken  to  send  daily,  at  least  from  200  to  250  Bb*.  flour 
to  Camp,  the  army  will  not  be  able  to  exist  one  week  longer. 

I  remain,  Sir, 

In  the  greatest  Distress, 

Y'  Mo.  Ob'  H*»«  Serv* 

THOMAS  JONB^ 

D.  C.  G.  of  Issues,  P.  T. 

Directed^ 

On  public  service,  tlonble  Thomas  Wharton,  Esqr.,  Presid*.| 
Lancaster. 

^Post. 


J.  B.  Smito  to  V.  P.  BEYAir,  177T. 

YoA  Town,  Dec'  19, 1777. 
Dr.  Sir, 

Congress  yesterday  reed.  acct.  of  the  arrival  of  a  ship  from  France 
in  75  days  with  46  Cannon,  19  mortars  9  inch,  61000  wt.  of  Brim- 
stone, near  4000  small  arms,  some  powder,  &c.,  we  have  no  papers 
by  this  Vessel.  Gen*  Gates  has  answered  some  queries  proposed  by 
Congress  reapect'g  Burgoynes  conduct  in  the  Convention.  He  says 
the  military  chest  and  standards  were  left  in  Canada.  He  accounts 
for  y'  arms  bei'g  unfit  for  service  in  the  return,  &  the  want  of  scab- 
bard for  iTayonets  &  of  Cartouch  boxes,  &c.,  &  concludes  that  things 
have  been  conducted  tolerably  well. 

I  wish  to  have  the  result  of  Col  Bayard  &  Mr.  Young's  Business 
at  Camp.*  I  have  not  a  copy  of  y®  resolution  of  y*  house  on  the 
quorum  of  their  delegates.  The  memorial  of  y*  house  &  Council 
was  laid  before  Congress  y'  even'g  I  arrived  here  &  read,  it  was  a^ain 
read  yesterday,  &  will  probably  be  considered  this  day.  I  bclievo 
congress  will  not  wish  our  army  to  be  any  considerable  distance 

*  S3©  paje  ni. 
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from  Pha.     Bat  bav'g  been  very  nnwell  yesteiday  I  could  only  crawl 
to  CoDgresSy  aod  have  not  been  able  to  visit  many  of  the  members. 
I  eipeet  to  write  to  yon  again  in  a  day  or  two.  ^ 

Yrs.^  &c.  &c., 

J.B.SMITH. 

P.S.  Yestrday  ree'd  a  exact  return  of  Bargoyn's  army  at  the  time 
of  surrender.     You'l  see  it  in  y*  next  paper. 

DirtcUdj 
Honble  Geotge  Bf7an;  Esqr.^  Lancaster.^ 


J.  B.  SliiTH  TO  ViCB  President  Bryan,  1777. 

York  Town,  Dec,  19%  1777. 
I>8ir, 

This  day  the  memorial*  from  our  State  oonceming  the  canton- 
ment of  the  regular  jarmy  was  taken  into  consideration.  Congress 
had  some  time  ago,  by  a  Committee,  recommended  to  Gen*  Wash- 
ington, if  he  determined  to  take  winter  qusu'ters,  to  dispose  of  his 
anny  in  such  manner  as  would  most  effectually  cover  the  Country, 
&e.  They  have  now  ordered  the  memorial  of  our  State  to  be 
tnosmitted  to  the  Gen',  &  have  desired  him  to  inform  Congress 
vhether  he  is  about  to  canton  his  troops,  &  where,  &  what  provision 
he  be  made  for  securing  the  East  side  of  Schuylkill  &  the  State  of 
N.  Jersey.  This  you  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  to  the  Gentle- 
men of  both*  houses  for  their  present  satisfaction.  A  copy  of^ho 
resolution  I  have  not  time  by  this  opportunity  to  forward,  but 
Boppooe  it  will  be  sent  more  formally  by  oar  delegates'  by  the  next 
opportunity  that  may  offer. 

We  hear  that  the  army  are  about  putting  in  the  Gulph  valley. 
This  is  the  wish  of  Congress  as  far  as  I  can  judge. 

I  am,  D'  Sir, 

Y'  aff*  &  V.  h.  B*, 

J.  B.  SMITH. 
Directed. 

To  Hon*>«  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  Vice  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 

*  See  page  104. 
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Statk  Navy  Board  to  Pbksidenx  Whabtok,  1777. 

State  Navy  Board,  Bristol,  Decern'  19, 1777. 
S', 

Last  nigbt  we  reo*  Four  Hoesbeads  of  Whiskey  and  Two  Casks 
of  Shoes  and  StockiDga,  sent  by  your  Excellency,  which  are  very 
necessary  for  the  People.  The  weather  begins  to  be  Cold ;  there- 
fore propose  to  send  up  the  Fleet  to-morrow  to  Borden  Town  Creek, 
which  is  the  best  PLce  we  can  fioA  for  them.  The  Stores  we  shall 
endeavour  to  remove  to  some  distance. 

There  is  now  all  the  Captains  of  the  Fire  Ships  out  of  employ, 
and  many  of  the  Guard  Boats  without  a  man,  and  some  without  a 
Boat.  We  caunot  Discharge  them,  and  should  it  be  done  they  may 
think  it  hard,  tbo'  some  of  them  are  good  for  Little.  On  this  we 
should  be  elad  of  your  Excellency's  advice  or  Orders  *6n  this  Head. 
The  Fleet  has  upwards  of  Five  Hundred  men  on  Board,  and  is  well 
worth  preserving  if  the  War  holds  till  the  Spring. 

We  believe  your  Excellency  have  had  some  strange  Beports  about 
the  Fleet,  but  be  assured  they  are  False,  and  we  believe  have  all 
arose  from  Col.  Smith.  Were  we  present  with  you,  doubt  not  we 
could  fully  satisfy  you  many  of  them  are  idle  Tales.  The  men's 
Wages  are  now  due,  but  Billy  Bradford  is  not  yet  returned.  The 
money  W.  B.  mentioned  in  his  last  he  had,  is  nearly  expended  for 
Cattle  and  other  Things  for  the  Fleet. 

There  is  of  the  Board  here  at  present  Mr.  Jos.  Marsh  &  Wm. 
Bradford. 

I  am, 

by  order  of  the  Board, 

your  Excellency 

most  H"«  Serv*, 

WxM.- BRADFORD. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Thos.  Wharton,  Esq.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  at  Lancaster. 
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Rbsolution  op  Congrbss,  1777. 

In  Congress,  Deor.  19**,  1777. 

Congress  resumed  tbe  oonsideration  of  tbe  remonstranoes  from 
the  Council  &  Assembly  of  Pennslvaniai*  wbereupon 

Resolved,  Tbat  a  copy  of  tbe  remonstrances  be  transmitted  by 
express  to  general  Wasbington,  &  tbat  He  be  desired  to  inform 
Coogress  wbetber  be  bas  come  to  a  fixed  resolution  to  canton  the 
army ;  &  if  be  bas,  wbat  line  of  cantonment  be  bas  proposed ;  In 
particular  wbat  measures  are  agreed  on  for  tbe  protection  of  tbat 
port  of  Pennsylvania  wbicb  lies  on  tbe  easterly  side  of  Schuylkill  & 
of  the  state  of  New  Jersey. 

Extract  from  tbe  minutes, 

CH A, .  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Memorial  feom  Prisoners  at  Winchester  to  Cokorsss, 

1777. 

To  tbe  Congress,  and  to  the  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

A  Memorial  from  tbe  Subscribers,  Inhabitants  of  tbe  City  of 
Philadelphia',  who  were  sent  from  theuce  to,  and  are  now  Con- 
fined at  Winchester,  in  Virginia,  by  Orders  of  tbe  President  and 
Council  of  Pennsylvania,  in  pursuance  of  a  recommendation  of  Con- 
gress dated  tbe  28^^  day  of  August  last. 

Having  borne  with  patience  an  Imprisonment  of  upwards  of  tbroe 
montbs  at  a  great  Distance  from  our  Families,  and  having  a  proper 
sense  of  the  Value  of  that  Liberty  of  wbicb  we  have  been  unjustly 
deprived,  we  apprehended  it  our  Duty  to  ourselves  and  to  our  en- 
deared connections  from  whom  we  were  thus  separated,  and  who 
must  iiave  suffer'd  by  our  absence  in  this  Time  of  great  Calamity,  to 
make  some  further  application  for  our  Relief,  and  as  our  Banishment 
was  the  Act  of  both  your  Bodies,  we  thought  it  most  proper  to  address 
you  jointly. 

While  we  were  preparing  a  Memorial  for  this  purpose,  we  were 

informed  by  Joseph  Holmes,  who  has  the  care  of  tbe  prisoners  of 

War  in  this  District,  that  be  bad  received  some  Directions  from  the 

Board  of  War  concerning  us,  which  he  soon  after  communicated. 

We  were  much  surprised  at  the  substance  of  those  Directions,  and 

*  See  page  104. 
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also  that  they  should  come  from  a  board  with  which  we  had  nothing 
to  doy  as  we  were  not  found  in  Arms  nor  charged  with- being  engaged 
in  any  measures  tending  to  War;  and  of  this  opinion  was  £iia8 
Boudinot,  Esq*",  the  Commissary  General  for  Prisoners  of  War,  who 
assured  us  at  Reading,  on  onr  way  hither,  that  we  could  by  no  means 
whatever  be  considered  as  Prisoners  of  War,  and  that  if  we  had  be^D, 
he  should  have  bad  the  charge  of  us,  and  would  have  interested  him- 
self in  providing  for  our  accommodation  and  support. 

Before  we  left  Philadelphia,  We  applied  to  the  Council  by  Ques- 
tion in  Writing,  thro'  Lewis  Nicda,  Town  Major,  to  whose  custody 
we  should  be  committed  when  here ;  they  return'd  us  for  Answer  by 
him,  that  the  Governor  of  Virginia  would  have  the  charge  of  us — 
In  consequence  of  which,  soon  after  our  arrival  here  we  presented  an 
Address  to  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Virginia,  together  with  the 
Copies  of  the  Papers  accompanying  us,  requesting  them  to  enlarge 
our  bounds,  and  not  permit  us  to  be  removed  further  fron^  home ; 
that  we  might  be  speedily  heard  in  ouf  Defence,  and  in  the 
meantime  thut  we  should  be  supported  and  maintained  according  to 
the  Expectations  given  us  before  our  Banishment.  Whereupon  the 
Council  advised  the  Governor  (and  he  adopted  the  Advice)  to  direct 
the  Lieutenant  of  this  County  to  allow  us  the  benefits  of  Air  &  Ex- 
ercise, and' to  afford  us  Protection  and  humane  Treatment  here,  and 
in  the  mean  Time  to  Write  to  the  Council  of  Pennsylvania, ''  informing 
them  of  the  situation  of  their  Priwntri  at  Winchester.'' 

Whether  the  Governor  of  ^Virginia  has  ever  Written  upon  this 
Subject  or  not  we  have  not  yet  been  inform'd,  but  apprehend  we  are 
under  his  immediate  direction  in  this  place,  and  ou^ht  not  to  be 
inemoved  further  from  Home,  by  the  Board  of  War,  or  indeed  by  ui  j 
other  Power,  without  his  Concurrence. 

The  Reasons  assign'd  by  the  Boaid  of  War  in  their  Order  for  oar 
removal  are  very  inadequate  to  so  great  an  aggravation  of  our  Suf- 
ferings. They  are  comprehended  under  three  Heads,  which  we  shall 
endeavour  to  answer  so  fully  as  to  induce  you  to  interfere  with  them 
and  prevent  their  being  carried  into  execution. 

The  Charges  against  us  are, 

1*^  That  we  have  held  a  oorrespondenoe  with  divers  of  our  Friends 
without  communicating  our  Letters  to  some  proper  Officer. 

2"^.  That  Owen  Jones,  Jun',  one  of  our  Company,  had  exchanged 
Gold  for  an  extravagant  Premium,  whereby  ^e  Continental  Cur- 
rency  was  much  depreciated  in  these  parts. 

3''.  That  since  our  coming  here  the  confidence  of  the  Inhalntants, 
and  especially  those  of  our  Society,  in  the  Continental  money  was 
diminished. 

To  the  first,  tho'  we  were  never  inform'd  that  it  was  necessary  our 
Letters  to  our  Families  and  Friends,  should  be  inspected  by  any 
Officer  here,  yet  we  did  offer  them  at  our  first  arrival  to  the  Lieuten- 
ant of  this  County  who  politely  declined  reading  them,  and,  expressing 
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lis  oonfidenoe  tbat  we  would  not  oommanicate  any  PvbUo  intelligoQcei 
permitted  as  to  send  oar  letters  without  anj  application  to  Inm,  & 
We  iiave  been  caiefal  not  to  Minister  any  cause  of  Offsnce  in  what 
ve  have  written,  haying  confined  our  Correspondence  to  our  Familes 
ind  Friends,  and  the  subject  of  our  Letters  to  our  private  Gonoems, 
tod  many  of  them  have  gone  thro'  public  Channels  where  they  have 
been  or  might  be  examined. 

For  an  Answer  to  the  second,  we  refer  you  to  a  State  of  the  Case 
of  Owen  JoneS;  Jun',  by  him,  aent  to  James  Duane^  Esq','*'  a  Meoh 
ber  of  Congress,  to  be  laid  before  you.   • 

The  Third  xequires  particular  Delicacy  in  the  Answering,  but  as 
it  aeems  to  carry  an  Insinuation  that  we  have  been  the  cause  of  the 
Diminution  of  the  Confideqce  of  the  People  in  the  ^Continental 
Corrency,  it  is  necessary  we  should  say  so  much  upon  the  Subject  as 
will  vindicate  ourselves. 

Upon  our  arrival  ^here,  we  found  that  Currency  depreciated,  as  it 
was  in  other  places,  to  a  very  considerable  Degree,  or  what  is  the 
Game  Thing  all  Articles  of  Life  risen  to  enormous  prices,  the  People 
of  the  neighbourhood,  as  well  Traders  as  Farmors,  unwiUing  to  part 
with  their  Merchandize  or  Produce  of  any  sort  but  by  way  of  Barter 
&r  other  necessaries  they  stood  in  need  of; — and  this  so  much  pre^ 
Tailed  among  People  of  all  Denominations,  that  we  could  not  procure 
oar  Board  in  tlie  Town  of  Winchester  at  a  rate  less  than  five  times 
the  former  accustom'd  Price,  Altho'  we  were  provided  with  most  if 
not  all  of  the  foreign^  articles  we  used ; — and  as  many  of  us  had  no 
other  Money  to  pay  for  what  we  wanted,  it  was  their  Interest  to 
make  it  go  as  far  as  they  could ;  nor  have  any  of  us  exchanged  Gold 
or  Silver  with  the  Inhabitants  at  any  Rate,  (except  in  one  Instance 
of  three  half  Johannes  spared  to  a  Goldsmith  upon  his  application  to 
work  op)  or  used  any  means  to  lessen  the  Value  of  the  Continental' 
Carrency,  nor  expended  Gold  or  Silver  in  the  purchase  of  any  Arti- 
cles but  such  as  could  not  easily  be  had  for  other  Money. — If,  then,  the 
Confidence  of  the  People  in  that  money  is  diminished,  it  muat  be 
ascribed  to  other  Causes  than  our  Residence  here. 

These  hints  will,  we  hope,  be  sufficient  to  show  that  the  causes 
assigned  for  our  Removal  will  not  justify  so  Rigorous  a  proceeding. 

The  removing  us  a  hundred  miles  farther  from  Home  at  the 
most  inclement  Season  of  the  Year,  along  a  Road  rendered  by  the 
Weather  very  difficult  to  be  passed  by  Carrisges,  thro'  a  Country 
thioljsettled,  where  accommodation  for  so  great  a  Number  of  Persons 
KTeral  of  whom  are  aged,  and  others  very  infirm  of  Body,  cannot 
be  had,  to  a  place  where  we  are  utter  Strangers,  &  where  we  shall 
be  at  such  a  distance  from  our  distressed  &  Anxious  Families  that 
we  shall  seldom  hear  of  their  Situation^  at  a  Time  when  of  all  others 

■ 

*  See  page  102. 
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onr  Care  and  Attention  to  them  is  most  wanted,  are  Panisbments 
which  could  only,  with  Justice,  be  inflicted  for  Crimes  of  deep  Dje. 

But  this  is  not  all;  when  we  arrive  there,  an  Affirmation  or  Parole 
is  to  be  tendered  to  us,  and  upon  onr  refusal  we  are  to  be  closely 
confined  to  a  House  without  the  use  of  Pen,  Ink  or  Paper,  contrary 
to  the  repeated  assurances  given  us  that  we  should  be  treated  with 
Humanity  &  Politeness  agreeable  to  our  Characters  &  Stations. 

We  have  heretofore  declared  in  the  most  positive  Terms  onr  Inno- 
cence of  administring  any  cause  for  the  Suspicions  entertained  against 
US.  We  have  never  had  any  hearing  of  any  kind ;  nor  have  been 
convicted  of  any  offence ;  for  these  Reasons  we  refused  to  sign  the 
written  Promise  offered  tb  us  at  Philadelphia.  The  same  Reasons 
yet  subsist";  we  are  yet  as  Innocent  as  then,  and  therefore  cannot 
make  ourselves  voluntary  Prisoners^  and*  thereby  give  colour  to  the 
proceedings  against  us. 

During  our  Continuance  here,  no  Provision  has  been  made  for  our 
support,  nor  does  it  appear  that  any  is  made  for  our  Journey  to  Staun- 
ton or  during  our  residence  there,  as  we  were  given  to  understand 
by  the  Council  should  be  done, — ^and  there  are  several  amongst  ua 
who  have  no  other  dependance  for  the  support  of  their  Families  bat 
their  Occupations  which  they  are  by  this  means  prevented  from  fol- 
lowing. 

We  therefore  intreat  you  will  take  our  suffering  Cat^e  into  yonr 
serious  Consideration,  and  review  the  whole  Proceedings  had  against 
ns,  when  we  doubt  not  you  will  find  that  we  have  given  no  just  cause 
for  our  severe  Treatment,  and  that  you  will  not  only  supersede  the 
Orders  given  by  the  Board  of  War  for  onr  Removal,  but  restore  us 
to  our  Liberty,  that  we  may  return  to  our  Families,  whereby  all 
occasion  of  future  Jealousy  or  suspicion  against  us  will  be  removed, 
ft  you  will  experience  that  Peace  of  Mind  which  always  accompanies 
the  doing  Acts  of  Justice  to  the  oppressed. 

And  in  Order  to  Convince  you  that  no  inconvenience  can  arise  to 
you  from  thus  discharging  us,  We  solemnly  repeat  the  declaration 
we  have  heretofore  made,  that  we  have  never  held  any  Correspondanoe 
verbally  or  otherwise  with  the  Generals  of  the  Brittish  Armies,  or  any 
others  concerned  in  concerting  or  carrying  on  their  Military  opera- 
tions, and  are  free  further  to  Declare  that  we  will  not  give  them  any 
information  of  the  circumstances  of  this  Country,  the  disposition  of 
the  Inhabitants,  or  any  Public  Transactions  respecting  the  Contest 
between  Great  Brittain  and  America  which  may  have  come  to  oar 
Knowledge  sinee  our  residence  here. 

Being  debarred  from  making  a  personal  application,  we  have  pre- 
yajled  upon  Alez&nder  White,  Esq^  a  Gentleman  of  Character  in 
this  Neighbourhood,  to  wait  on  both  your  Bodies  with  this  memorial, 
who,  being  well  acquainted  with  the  Sentiments  of  the  People  ft 
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witb  oar  Condooty  will  be  able  to  satisfy  yon  fdrtber  upon  aoy  Par- 

tiealan  yoo  may  tbink  proper  to  enqaire  into. 

We  are  yonr  real  FriendSi 
Sam*  Pleasants  Jobn  Hunt 

Tbomas  Pike  Jam*  Pemberton 

TboP  Affleck  Jobn  Peniberton 

Elijab  Brown  Tho.  Wbarton 

Owen  Jones,  jr.  Edw*  Penington 

Samuel  R.  Fiaber  Henry  Drinker 

W-  Smitb  Tho^  Gilpin 

Hiere  Fisber  Gha.  Jervis 

Charles  Eddy  Tbomas  Fisber.* 

Isr.  Pemberton 
Wincbester,  12«»  Mo.,  19%  1777. 

l^rteied, 
Memorial  of  Prisoners  at  Wincbester,  read  Jan'y  5tb,  1778. 
Jhdoned — '<  Lancasteri  Jan'y  5,  1778.    Bead  in  Council.'^ 


Col,  John  Piper  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Bedford  County,  De<f  19tb,  1777. 
Sr, 

Permit  me  Sir  to  Becomend  to  yon  for  Conncil  and  Direction  tbe 
Bearer,  Mr.  Holliday,  an  inbabitant  of  Frankstown,  one  of  tbe  fronteer 
Settiem'ts  of  our  county,  wbo  baa  at  bis  own  risk  been  eztreamly 
aetire  in  assembling  tbe  people  of  tbat  settlem*  together  and  in  pur- 
ehasing  Provisions  to  serve  the  Militia  who  came  to  their  assistance; 
as  there  was  no  person  appointed  cither  to  purchase  Provisions  or 
to  serve  it  out,  necessity  obliged  the  Bearer,  with  the  assistance  of 
gome  neighbours,  to  purchase  a  considerable  quantity  of  Provisions 
for  that  Purpose.  By  which  the  inhabitants  have  been  enabled  to 
make  a  stand.  His  request  is  that  be  may  be  suply'd  with  cash  uot 
onjyto  discharge  tbe  debts  already  contracted,  but  likewise  to  enable 
him  to  lay  up  a  store  for  future  demand.  I  beg  leave  Sir  to  refer  to 
tbe  Bearer  for  further  information,  in  hopes  you'l  Provide  for  their 
farther  support,  their  situation  requires  immediate  assistance. 

I  am  Sir  witb  all 

doe  Bospect  y  Excellanoys 

most  obed*  H'ble  ServS 

JOHN  PIPEB. 

DiffcUdy 
The  Honourable  Presidant  in  Council,  Lancaster* 

|IMr.  HoUiday.    ^ 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  XI.  p.895. 
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Pboolamation  of  Gbn.  Washington,  1777. 

By  his  Exoellenoy  George  WashiDgton,  Esq.,  GkBeral  and  Com- 
mander in  ckief  of  Ihe  ^roes  of  the  United  Slates  of  America. 

A  Proclamation. 

• 

By  virtue  of  the  Power  and  direction  to  me  espeoiallj  given,  I 
hereby  enjoin  and  require  all  persons  residing  within  seventy  miles 
of  my  head  quarters ;  to  thresh  out  half  of  their  grain  by  the  first 
day  of  February,  and  the  other  half  by  the  first  day  of  March  next 
ensuing,  on  pain,  in  case  of  failure,  of  having  all  that  shall  remain 
in  sheaves  after  the  periods  nbove  n^entioned,  seised  by  the  commis- 
saries, and  Quarter  Masters  of  the  army,  and  paid  for  as  Straw. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  head  quarters  near  the  Valley  forge  in 
Philadelphia  County  the  20th  day  of  December,  1777. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON.* 

By  his  Ezcellencys  command, 

ROB.  H.  HARRISON,  Sec'^ 


Council  to  Delegates  from  Penn'a  in  Congress,  1777. 

In  Council^  Lancaster,  December  20th,  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

The  usefulness  of  Waggons  in  this  State,  especially  at  this  time  of 
invasion  to  transport  provisions  and  forage,  and  for  other  purposes 
of  the  army  must  be  acknowledged  ;,the  owners  of  waggons  for  a  con- 
siderable time  past  have  been  loosing  money  at  the  wages  which  the 
honourable  Congress  has  fizt  and  this  is  one  reason  why  there  is  so 
much  difficulty  in  procuring  them  when  demanded  by  the  Quarter 
Masters — unless  the  pay  is  adequate  to  the  Expence  and  wear  and 
tear  of  the  waggons  and  gears,  the  loss  must  fall  on  the  owners,  when 
Justice  and  equity  says  it  should  be  bourne  by  the  publick  Council, 
are  about  to  put  that  business  xtn  a  better  footing,  they  hope  than  it 
has  been  heretofore — but  to  ensure  success  to  their  ,plan  the  wsges 
must  be  increased,  this  I  bog  you  to  hint  to  Congress  perhaps  instead 
of  3U«.  ^  day  for  a  waggon  and  four  horses,with  a  driver,  45s.  to  50s. 
should  be  allowed,  some  think  more  as  private  people  give  from  3  to 
4  pounds,  otherwise  when  the  waggons  now  in  use  are  worn  out  they 
will  not  be  replaced  on  acc^  of  the  high  price  of  horses  and  Iron  ar 

*  See  Resolution  of  Congress  to  the  same  effect  on  page  82. 
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mO  m  ftb0  woriEmftnshipi  I  am  <M«t1iieed  of  tk«  fropmfty  of  hnvidg 
the  hire  of  waggons  increased  ana  therefore  I  give  jou  the  sentimenla 
of  Conncil  as  well  as  my  own  on  the  subject. 

I  am  with  respect 

G^ntletneOi 

jour  very  hum'bl  Serv* 

THOMAS  WHARTON,  jr. 

IHrtded. 
To  the  Delegates  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  Congress. 


The  Deposition  of  Marqaeet  Ledehmak,  1T77. 

« 

Of  Yorktown,  widow,  wbo  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists 
of  Almighty  God,  doth  depose  and  say. 

That  on  Sunday  last  in  the  forenoon  a  certain  Robert  Jones  of 

Manchester  Township,  in  the  County  of  York,  came  to  her  bouse  in 

Ycvktown  to  inquire  about  a  Load  of  hay,  which  as  she  understood 

her  son  had  purchased  of  the  said  Jones  at  Thirty  Shillings  for  which 

he  was  to  pay  him  in  work  at  the  old  price.     She  asked  him  what 

had  become  of  his  friend  Rankin,  &  told  hiili  she  had  heard  he  was 

ia  Philadelphia,  he  asked  her  who  told  her  so.     She  replied  Mr. 

Peters.    Jones  then  laughed  and  said  it  is  so,  it  is  true  enough — 

The  Deponent  is  not  certain  whether  he  said  Rankin  came  himself 

every  week,  but  thinks  something  of  the  kind  was  mentioned,  but  is 

positive  that  the  said  Jones  told  her  that  the  said  Rankin  came  fre- 

qoently  out  of  Philadelphia  as  far  as  the  rising  sun,  &  that  his  family 

either  saw  him  or  had  a  Letter  every  week.     That  the  said  Jones 

then  told  her  that  the  said  Rankin  would  be  here  at  York  this  winter, 

for  that  as  soon  as  the  Ice  was  fit  to  bear,  k  the  Susquehannah  frozen 

om  the  English  would  be  here.     That  the  said  Rankin  could  travel 

oat  from  &  into  Philadelphia,  as  far  as  to  the  rising  sun  easily  tot 

noboddy  stops  him.'   That  by  the  said  Jones's  conversation  she  un* 

derrtood  Rankin  was  to  conduct  the  English  to  York  that  before  the 

aid  Jones's  departure,  he  desired  the  -Deponent  to  keep  the  Matter 

ttcret,  saying  with  much  earnestness  ^'  for  Qod's  sake  dont  tell  that 

I  told  yoa  of  it,  or  else  it  will  oo&t  me  my  plantation,''  but  she  on 

her  Sod's  coming  from  Church,  being  muoh  terrified  with  the  appre-* 

henaoos  of  the  Enemy  coming  this  way,  told  her  son  what  had  passed, 

with  many  other  circumstances  which  Bhe  has  now  forgot,  but'  fronf 

the  whole  of  the  said  Jones's  conversation  she  was  so  convinced  that 

the  Enemy  would  be  here,  that  she  was  casting  about  for;  and  con- 
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suited  her  son  upon  places  of  Safetji  wherein  to  depodt  thdr  Talnabk 
eflfeots. 

(Copy). 

her 
MASOABET  XLEDERMAN. 

mark 
Sworn  &  Sabscribed 

before  me^  16  Decern^  1776. 

WM.  LEAS. 


Board  git  War  to  Prksidbnt  Wharton,  1777. 

War  Office,  y  20  Deoem%  1777. 
Sir, 

In  oonseqnenoe  of  the  Deposition  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Lederman  of 
Yoiictown,  Copy  whereof  I  haye  the  honor  of  transmitting  your  Ex- 
cellenoy,  the  Board  oonclnded  no  time  should  be  lost  in  securing  the 
Person  of  Robert  Jones,  who  it  appears,  directly  or  indirectly  has 
had  an  intercourse  with,  the  Enemy.  He  is  now  under  confinement, 
and  the  board  beg  leave  to  refer  him  over  to  the  executive  power  of 
the  State.  His  general  character  throughout  the  Neighbourhood  is 
that  of  a  Disaffected  person,  and  it  is  greatly  to  be  apprehended  there 
are  many  others  linked  together  that  make  a  chain  highly  necessary 
to  be  broken  &  dispersed  in  the  present  situation  of  Affairs, — This 
Jones  not  being  so  artful  and  cautious  as  the  rest  has  inadvertently 
made  public,  what  he  doubtless  intended  should  for  the  present  re- 
main secret,  indeed  at  his  first  examination  he  wholly  denied  the 
charge. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Excellencey's 

most  ob^  humble  Serv* 

JOSEPH  N0UK8E,  D.  8. 

J}ireeted. 

On  public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Th.  Wharton,  junV,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Ex., 
Council  state  of  Pennsilvania  Lancaster. 

^  Express. 
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Lt.  Jacob  Mobqan  to  Col.  Jacob  Mobgait,  Lancastbb, 

1777. 

Beading  Deoom^  20tb^  1777. 
Sr, 

I  Reoeiy'd  his  Excellencies  orders  of  December  the  5th,  Bespect- 
ing  Collecting  the  Fines  from  the  Delinquents,  and  also  to  send  a 
Return  of  all  the  Militia  of  onr  County  who  have  from  time  to  time 
taned  out  in  their  Seyeral  Classes.  As  for  the  Collecting  the  fines 
from  Delinquents  we  have  appointed  the  Days  of  Appeal  for  the 
Different  Battalions  throughout  the  County. 

The  first  of  the  Appeal^  for  the  District  belonging  to  Beading, 
beginiog  on  the  29th  of  this  Instant,  and  to  continue  for  8  days, 
and  80  on  3  Days  in  each  Battalion  Tbrought  the  County  Succes- 
nrely,  as  ,for  the  Beturn  of  the  Militia,  please  to  write  to  me 
vhether  the  Council  Meant  that  there  should  be  a  Beturn  of  all  the 
Names  of  the  Militia  that  Turns  out  or  the  Number  of  each  Battal- 
ioD8  in  Companies.  . 

Pleaae  to  lay  before  the  Council  whether  the  guard  that  was  ap- 
pointed in  Beading  is  to  be  Continued,  for  their  time  will  soon  Ex- 
pire. Please  also  to  Inform  the  Council  the  Necessity  to  Continue 
it  u  to  Guarding  prisoners  to  Lancaster  and  elsewhere  and  also 
Guarding  them  when  they  are  here  for  the  town  is  hardly  ever  Clear 
of  tbem^  more  or  less  and  also  for  taking  up  Deserters  and  sending 
tbem  to  Camp. 

Please  to  send  me  some  of  the  Ordinances  past  the  25th  of  Octo- 
^  Last  for  Levying  the  Monies  Advanced  for  Subsitutes  &c.^  for  I 
IttTe  but  one  of  them. 

I  am 

yours  &0f 

JACOB  MOBGAN. 

N.  B.    Please  to  send  me  an  Answer  by  the  Bearer;  Joseph 

Tallot 

DireeUd, 

To  Col.  Jacob  Morgan,  member  of  the  Council  in  Lancaster;  on  ' 
Public  Service. 
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PsistDmiT  Whakdok  to  Jossph  Rebb,  177T. 

In  Council^  Lancaster  December  20tli,  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

Council  are  greatly  indebted  to  yon  for  your  many  letters  and  for 
the  close  attention  you  pay  to  the  Interest  of  your  bleeding  country. 
Our.  army  withdrawing  its  protection  from  the  inhabitants  of  Phila., 
and  Bucks  Counties  filFd^  the  House  of  Assembly  and  Council  with 
the  utmost  dbtress  and  anxiety  for  their  safety  and  induced  them  to 
remonstrate  to  congress  against  their  retiring  to  such  a  distance  from 
the  enemy  as  to  leave  the  inhabitants  an  easy  prey  to  their  wanton 
and  savage  treatmentj  I  however  hope  the  General  Officers  have 
altered  their  plan  and  that  they  have  reconsidered  the  situation  of 
our  country  and  will  afford  that  relief  to  those  who  they  are  bound 
to  protect  as  they-have  an  undoubted  right  to  expect,  I  understand 
the  State  of  Virginia  purpose  to  assist  us  with  5000  Volunteers  to 
serve  six  months  and  that  a  much  greater  number  of  the  militia  are 
coming  from  the  Eastern  States,  should  these  arrive  timeously,  I 
hope  with  the  jbleasing  of  providence  we  shall  enjoy  peace  and  tran- 
quility in  the  course  of  a  few  months,  is  it  not  disgraceful  that  a 
handful  of  men  should  possess  the  capital  of  one  of  the  most  wealthy 
States  and  with  all  our  exertions  not  have  force  sufficient  to  destroy 
every  man  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  if  we  were  so  disposed.  I 
blush  at  the  Idea,  pusilanimity  the  Conduct  of  other  States  I  trust  will 
heighten  this  blush  otherwise,  I  shudder  at  the  Consequences — the 
Bearer  I  am  told  is  waiting,  he  takes  a  letter  from  the  speaker  in- 
forming you  of  your  appointment  in  Congress  on  which  J  congratu- 
late your  country. 

I  am 

very  respectfully 

Dear  sir, 

your  very 

humble  servant 

THOMAS  WHARTON;  Junr. 

Directed^ 

To  Honble  Joseph  Beed,  Esqr. 
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Council  to  Commodore  Hazelwood,  17TT. 

In  (ftnncili  Lancaster^  December  20th,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  Tee'd  JOQT  Letter  by  Mr.  Bradford  dated  the  1  Inst.,  and  sboald 
bare  anafwered  it  before  tbia  time,  bat  expected  he  would  have  returned 
in  a  lew  Days  and  have  been  the  bearer,  be  has  however  been  detained 
QD  afloo*  the  exhausted  state  of  our  Tr^isury,  and  I  am  afraid  he  will 
not,  on  that  account,  be  able  to  leave  this  for  Several  Days,  the  first 
Money  that  oooies  in  he  shall  have  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the 
Mens  Wages,  and  for  the  Commissary  to  purchase  Provisions  with. 

I  greatly  lament  the  Situation  the  Fleet  has  been  reduced  to,  I 
Inow  every  exertien  m  yo«r  power  hm  been  made  to  render  it  aer- 
vioeaUe  to  your  Ooantry,  tad  I  am  b«w  well  conviaaed,  from  many 
(^leaiMtaBees,  tJiat  beith  QfficeiB  apd  Men,  in  Hany  of  the  Boats, 
merit  pniise,  ntber  than  deserve  CeaeW^-^be  neproaches  of  seme  has 
proeeedtd,  I  dare  say,  from  Ignor*pee  (xf  the  Oinlers  given,  or  want 
of  knowledge  of  their  oiroumslaiiees;  and  of  Others  firoaoa  «  desire  to 
throw  the  Uame  from  off  their  own  shoulders  on  to  thoee  of  others. 
When  I  wrote  you  from  Head  Qaarters  it  was  in  oonsequenee  of  a 
Iirttflr  shewn  to  me  by  his  fizcclk  from  6^.  Yarnum,  wherein  some 
Kfleedons  were  cast  on  wme  of  the  Boats  as  not  obeying  your  sig^ 
aaiflyil  was  proper  you  should  be  Siade  aoiiiiaiiited  with  that  Gentle^ 
msas  opinion  of  tbem,  in  order  tb*t  if  he  was  miatals^,  you  might 
hate  an  epport^  to  say  so ;  if  otherwise  that  fhe  proper  punishment 
migbibe  inflicted  on  the  delin(]^einls.  Your  Letter  U^me,  which 
WM  road  in  Gooncil,  has  satisfied  th«m  that  the  Officers  and  Men  of 
year  Fleet,  ge«€«aUy,  have-behaved  with  a  S^rit  and  Vi^  that  doea 
then  great  Honor,  and  that  the  .thanks  of  the  Country  is  due  to 
their  serviccB.  And  the  Oouncil  deeire  you  will  in  our  name  thank 
theaft  aocoadiJigly  in  the  most  respectful  terms.  There  are  otherS;  i^ 
is  to  trae,  who  bave  disgraced  the  American  Arms,  but  it  would  he 
bard  that  the  brave  &  Virtuous  should  bear  the  Infamy  of  the  bas# 
Gondaet  of  Oowaids  and  Tmitora. 

I  wrote  B  few  Lines  to  OoL  Brsdford,  the  other  Df^,  &  mentioned 
ie  him  my  opinion  with  regsrd  to  the  place  where  tbe  Fieet  should 
be  seenred  during  the  winter.  I  thought  the  jRrh#rfes  near  Trento% 
ef  Mr.  Btehards,  i^  Turner,  &  Hunt^  would  be  aa  safe  a$  any  I  could 
leeoUeet ;  but  your  self  and  the  Navy  Board,  ^ith  yo«r  principal 
tAeers  are  more  Competent  Judges  "than  -Council'oan  pretend  to  be. 

I  have  asAt  down  lor  the  Use  of  the  Boats  Crews,  4  hbd  Whiskey 
•nd  180  pr  Shoes,  &  and  as  maey  pair  of  Stockings ;  these  I  hope 
yon  hsTc  ko'4.  I  shall  endeavor  to  procure  mere  Glotbivg,  &  send 
thma  forward  w  soon  aa  possUyle.  The  beaDer  is  Waiting,  hiiv<»  thera- 

VoL.  VI.« 
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fore  only  time  to  request  a  Line  from  you  as  often  as  oon?enieni. 
In  the  mean  time  I  remain  with  great  respect, 

Sir, 
your  very  Ham. 

Directed 
To  Commodore  Haielwood. 


Majob  Okn.  Johk  Armstbokg  to  Fbes.  Whabton,  1777. 

Gamp,  near  Bartholomews,  22d  Dec',  1777- 
Dear  Shr, 

'  Cleneral  Washington  has  requested  me  to  write  to  Connci],  that 
the  same  number  of  Militia  may  be  kept  up  thronghont  the  Winter 
as  are  at,  present  in  the  field,  or  as  thro'  the  Course  of  the  Cam- 
paign, of  these  with  me,  I  look  for  a  return  this  evening,  but  shall 
not  detain  the  Express  for  it.  I  take  the  number  to  be  about  sixteen 
hundred,  and  with  Gen^  Potter,  yet  in  Chester  County,  four  or  five 
hundred ;  of  these  a  considerable  number  will  be  free  in  the  be- 
ginning of  January. 

I  mSke  no  doubt  but  that  my  last  letters  will  fully  suggest  to  the 
Legislature  of  this  Stete,  altho'  not  immediately  address'd  to  the 
representetive  body,  as  will  the  natural  observation  of  both  branches 
of  Gfovemment,  the  much  exposed  situation  of  the  Eastern  parts  of 
the  Stete,  but  in  a  pflStioular  manner,  the  extensive  Country  on  this 
side  the  S(!liylkill.  The  Winter  possition  of  [the  Continental  Army, 
at  what  is  called  the  Forge  or  Valley  Hill,  will,  we  hope,  chiefly 
preserve  the  County  of  Chester,  with  several  other  good  eflfecte, 
whilst  the  attempt  for  the  defence  of  the  Counties  of  Philadelphia 
ft  Bucks,  appears  to  remain  chiefly,  or  rather  wholly  with  the  Militia 
of  the  Stete ;  an  effort  as  arduous  as  it  is  laudible,  and  if  attended 
with  only  a  partial  degree  of  success,  will  be  all  that  the  most 
sanguine  reason  can  expect 

The  Winter  arrangement  on  this  side  Scnylkill,  the  General  has 
thought  proper,  at  the  same  time  adding  his  own  instructions,  to 
commit  to  me.  This  I  have  digested  in  the  best  manner  I  ean, 
which  hath  met  with  his  Excellency's  approbation.  The  essential 
parte  or  outlines  whereof,  are  none  other  than  tekinff  a  variable  ste- 
tion  on  every  leadine  road,  betwixt  Scuylkill  and  Dehware,  of  which 
I  find  there  are  to  the  number  of  nine,  that  may  be  calleid  Capitol 
roads — ^the  general  service  on  each  can  only  be  to  compete  with 
smaller  part^  of  the  enemy,  prevent  such  from  proceeding  into  the 
Country,  ft  intercept  the  business  of  marketing,  or  any  other  inter- 
eourse  of  the  disaffected  with  the  Enemy,  as  far  as  ciroumstenoes 
will  admit.  -^Standmg  Picquets  must  be  placed  on  «very  road,  «nd 
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Patiolea  Aided  by  a  few  light  Horse  to  proceed  as  '  Dear  the 
Enemy  as  maj  be  reasonable.  This  mode  will  neoessaril j  throw 
the  troops  into  detachments — in  that  way  tbej  must  be  employed^ 
if  employed  to  any  good  purpose  at  all.  This  method  will  be  sub- 
ject to  its  ineonyenienoies,  particularly^  feeding  the  Men,  changing 
tfae3attaIions  when  some  are  free,  delivery  of  Arms,  &o ,  but  in  a 
dioice  of  difficulties,  we  have  nothing  for  it  but  the  least.  The  •' 
^eral  arrangement  with  particular  instructions  to  the  Commander 
on  each  road,  is  all  that  the  season  will  permit  me  to  do.  The 
mious  movements  &  lodgings  are  already  too  hard  for  me,  and 
Mteier  weather  must  be  at  hand.  General  Potter  says  he  can  by 
DO  means  tarry  the  Winter.  And  some  Head  these  people  must 
eettaioly  have  very  suddenly,  else  all  will  go  to  confusion.  I  had, 
tiwrelbre,  flattered  myself  that  from  my  letter  by  Doctor  Duffield, 
I  aew  appointment  would  have  been  made,  and  the  person  ready  for 
dvty.  A  notice  of  this  sort  I  hope  soon  to  be  favovr'd  with,  ft 
think  it  already  on  the  road.    Having  the  Hon'  to  be^ 

your  Excelleneie's 

Most  humb'  serv^ 

JOHN  ABMSTROSfG. 

DireOed, 

On  the  pablick  service.    To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Whartoui 
isfj  Lancaster.     By  a  return  Express. 


Council  to  Colonbl  Clement  Biddlb,  1777. 

In  Council. 

Lancaster,  Dec  22d,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  am  informed  that  there  is  a  quantity  of  powder  in  possession  of 
Thomas  Himebnrg,*  powder  maker,  belonging  to  the  Continent, 
which  should  be  removed  to  a  place  of  greater  safety.  I  therefore 
nqnest  you  to  order  as  many  waggons  as  the  beaier,  Thomas  Uric, 
Esq',  may  think  necessary  to  remove,  that  and  such  other  publick 
ctores  as  may  be  in  the  said  Himeburg  or  Robert  Towers  possession. 
Waggons  returning  from  Camp  to  this  Town  may  be  employed 
on  this  business  without  putting  the  publick  to  any  extraordinary 
expenoe. 

I  am  with  much  respect  ^1 

your  very  humble  serv*, 

THOMAS  WHARTON,  Jun',  Pres*. 

To  Colonel  Biddle,  7.  M.  General. 

*  See  Col.  Rce.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  889. 
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CiBOULAB  OP  Council  to  Dbp,   Wagon  Masters,  1777. 

In  CotrnoO;  L&neasier;  December  22nd;  1777. 
Sir, 

'  It  m  beoome  absolatel j  neoeaaury  that  a  ragalation  ahonld  take 
fdaee  ne^pectiBg  waggonSy  when  oidled  into  pablie  servioe  in  this 
Btate,  tto  that  ibe  bnrthen,  or  advantage  may  be  equally  ML  And 
ibe  Honltle  boim  of  Aaaembly  baye  recommended  to  Gonnoil  to 
adopt  anebaaltttaiy  ineasnrea  as  sbali  fully  answer  the  pnrpoae.  I  «a 
Ibereibre  to  aoqnakit  yon  tbat  oonncil  bath  appointed  yon  waggon 
juaatBT  of  the  Connty  of  witb  full  power  and  aolbority  to 

-yon,  to  appotat  a  depnty  in  oacb  township,  who  shall  make  a  letani 
apen  oath,  of  the  aamber  aad  nane  of  tbe  owners  of  all  the  waggons 
in  said  townships  respeetiYcly  to  yov,  and  a  copy  of  all  wfaiob  returns 
yon  are  required  to  send  to  this  oounoil,  and  one  other  copy  to  tbe 
waggon  Master  General  of  this  State,  who  will  attend  at  bead  quarters 
as  often  as  the  nature  of  his  office  will  require.  And  you  are  hereby 
required  and  directed  to  obey  such  orders  as  you  may  receiYO  from 
the  Waggon  Master  General  from  time  to  ti'me^  and  fumisb  tbe 
waggons  by  bim  so  ordered  with  tbe  utmost  dispatch,  calling  them 
out  in  rotation  so  that  every  person  may  take  bis  tour  of  duty  in  his 
turn,  tbe  resolve  of  Council  will  inform  you  of  the  plan  upon 

which  this  business  is  to  be  conducted.  It  may  sometimes  happen 
that  the  bon'ble  Congress,  or  the  Quarter,  or  Deputy  Quarter  Master 
and  forage  Masters  or  their  deputies,  may  require  an  immediate 
supply  of  Waggons,  and  to  wait  for  orders  from  the  Waggon  Master 
General  might  prove  a  publick  injury,  in  such  cases  you  are  to  afford 
all  the  asetstance  in  your  power,  and  inform  tbe  Waggon  Master 
General,  of  your  proceedings. 


J.  B.  Smith  to  Council  and  Assembly,  1777. 

liMkeasten  Doe'  22, 1777. 

Inclosed  you  have  a  resolution  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  tbe 
memorial  from  your  state  with  whieb  I  was-cbargidd.^  I  am  bappy  to 
inform  you  that  the  army  has  takes  quarters  in  a  position  which  X 
presume  will  be  agreeable  to  tbe  6tate.  Congress  have  now  before 
them  a  number  of  resolutions  concerning  the  army  which  will  proba- 
bly be  transmitted  in  a  day  or  two  to  the  AasemUy.    On  tbe  other 

«  See  p«  104 
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Wjtm  have  a  oop J  of  an  wb  passed  bjtiie  State  of  VirgiBia  tplnek 
joor  delegates  tbooghl  it  tbair  dafy  to  tfaasmit  to  yov. 

I  hate  tbe  honor  to  be 

with  great  regard 

jour  excellencj'a  the  CoancIIy 

&  the  Hon'ble  Aisembly'a 

most  humble  serraat, 

JON'A.  B.  SMITH. 

Dirtcied, 

Od  {NtUiokaervioe. 

To  Hie  Excelleoey  Tbomae  Wharloa,  jan'r,  Efeq.,  Remdeiii  of 
titt  State  of  PenasjlTania. 


Act  Of  General  Assembly  op  Virghtxa  Allupe^  to  nr 

PRECBDIKQ,  1777. 

At  a  general  assembly  began  &  held  at  the  capitol|  in  the  city  of 
Villiamsburg  on  Monday  20  of  October,  1777. 

An  act  for  speedily  cloathing  the  troops  raised  by  this  common* 
wealth  now  in  Continental  service. 

Whereas  the  probability  of  a  wiater  eanpaiga  hath  readefsd  i^ 
ndiapeiisably  neoeesary  to  farhiah  an  inmediate  supply  of  eloathinr 
&r  ti^  troops  raised  in  this  oommoQwei^h,  k  now  io  the  eonffoeotid 
Benioe,  &  the  usual  nethod  of  supply  may  prove  tediew  &  inadequale- 
to  the  present  emergeney. 

For  remedy  herein,  B^  it  enacted,  fte.,  that  the  Oovemor  widi  die; 
•iviee  of  the  Goanoil  of  State  be,  &  he  is  hereby  impowered  to  appeirvi 
Commissioners  in  every  part  of  this  Commonwealth  where  be  shall 
Mak  proper,  who  shall,  &  they  or  any  two  of  them,  are  hereby  de- 
dared  to  have  power  ft  authority,  respeetively  to  seise  all  lindens, 
woolens,  trimmingi,  tanned  leather,  hats,  leather  breeches,  dressed 
^  shins,  shoes  k  stockings,  proper  for  the  use  of  tbe  army,  wUeb 
n<j  be  found  in  the  possession  of  any  person  or  persons  whatever^ 
vW  hath  porohased  the  same  in  any  ef  the  United  States  of  Aaseriea' 
for  sale.  And  if  any  person,  who  may  on  good  grounds  be  suspeeled^ 
|>7  the  said  Commissioners  of  having  conoeiued  any  of  the  said  articles 
ip  «&y  storehouse  or  other  place,  shall  refuse  to  permit  such  commis- 
Booera  to  have  free  access  thereto  the  said  Commissioners  are  hereby 
impowered  in  company  with  a  justice  of  the  Peace,  &  by  his  order 
te  break  open  any  looks  or  doors,  to  enabb  them  to  disoover  whether 
ny  sach  artioles  are  concealed,  ft  when  the  said  eommissloners,  ft 
Joatfee  shall  meet  with  resistasoe  m  accomplishiiif  tbia  discof  ery  the. 
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aiid  Jofltioe  is  hereby  directed  to  etil  upon  the  eherifp  or  an j  con- 
stable for  sack  aid  of  the  Coanty  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  enforee 
obedience  to  this  act.  The  said  commissioners  shall  be,  &  they  are 
hereby  reqaired,  t  empowered  to  appoint  four  honest,  &  reputable 
housekeepers  of  the  neighbourhood,  of  whom  any  three  may  act  who 
haying  first  taken  an  oath  to  be  administered  by  any  one  of  the  oom^ 
missioners,  faithfully,  &  impartially  to  perform  that  service,  shall 
appraise  such  soods  in  ready  money  at  a  reasonable  price,  haying  a 
regard  to  the  circumstances  of  the  times. 

The  'commissioners  who  shall  haye  performed  the  seryices  shall 
giye  a  certificate  in  writing,  after  such  valuation  shall  be  made  to  the 
holders  of  such  goods  respectively,  distinguishing  the  particular  spe- 
cies, quantity,  &  value  thereof,  with  an  order  to  be  drawn  on  the 
treasurer  of  this  commonwealth  to  pay  the  said  appraised  value  to  the 
holder,  or  his  order  within  one  month  from  the  date  hereof,  which 
order  the  said  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  pay,  and  in  all  oases 
where  such  goods  shall  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  Troops  in  the* 
continental  service,  the  same  shall  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the 
United  A.  States.  And  the  commissioners  or  any  two  of  them  may 
imploy  or  if  necessary  impress  so  many  workmen  as  they  shall  judge 
sufficient  to  make  up  into  wearing  apparel  such  doathing  &  leather. 
The  wages  of  any  workmen  impressed  in  case  of  disagreement  between 
the  parties  shall  be  settled  in  the  same  manner  as  the  value  of  the 
materials  seised,  and  orders  for  such  wages,  as  well  as  what  shall 
become  due  to  the.  persons  voluntarily  impressed,  shall  be  drawn  upon 
the  treasurer,  paid  by  him,  &  charged  in  manner  aforesaid.  If  any 
wotkmen  impressed  shall  refuse,  or  being  a  servant  his  master  shall 
not  permit  him  to  work,  the  servant  or  master  so  offending  upon  com 
plaint  of  the  commissioners  or  any  two  of  them  may  by  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace  be  committed  to  prison  till  he  shall  comply. 

The  said  commissioners  shall  by  some  safe  conveyance,  &  in  due 
tame  transmit  to  the  Treasurer  a  list  of  the  sums  for  which  they  shall 
have  drawn  orders  together  with  the  names  of  the  persons  in  whoMM 
finvor  they  were  drawn,  for  his  more  certain  information. 

And  if  any  person  shall  be  sued  for  doing  anythiiiff  in  execution 
of  this  act  the  defendant  may  plead  the  general  issue,  &;  give  this  act 
in  evidence ;  &  if  the  plaintiff  shall  be  nonsuited,  or  a  judgement  pan 
against  him  upon  a  verdict  or  demurrer,  the  defendant  shall  recover 
double  costs,  and  in  all  such  suits  the  onus  probandi  shall  lie  upon 
the  pkintiffl  This  act  to  continue  in  force  'till  last  day  of  FebVy 
next 

J.T., 
C.  H.  D. 
(Copy). 

To  A.  B.  &.  0. 

I  do  by  advice  of  Council  appoint  you  commissioners  at  '  & 
-*—  &  the  adjacent  parts  to  execute  the  act  of  Assembly,  I  send 
herevith.    The  exceeding  great  distress  of  our  Troops  will  I  tmst 
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urge  joa  io  make  your  best  exertions  to  procure  the  articles  enamer- 
tMf  if  ihej  aro  ^o  be  femid  in  yoar  quartcry  joa  will  please  to  giye 
me  tbe  earliest  information  of  joor  proceedings  herein. 

I  am,  &c.y 

P.  HENKY. 
Williamsbaix,  Noy'r  29^  1777. 


Board  oe  Wae  to  Fabsidbnt  Whabtok,  1777. 

War  Office,  22d  Decem'r,  1777. 

Sir,  .  • 

Tbe  nnhappy  situation  of  the  American  Prisoners  bf  war  confined 
in  Philadelphia  &  the  City  of  New  York — renders  it  indispensably 
necessary  that  measnres  be  immediately  taken  to  afford  them  every 
possible  relief.  Had  the  enemy  on  their  part  observed  a  Conduct 
eqiuUy  humane  with  that  which  has  been  inviolably  adhered  to  in 
the  Trestment  of  the  British  Prisoners  of  War,  the  measure  that  is 
now  requisite  to  be  adopted,  to  render  the  Captivity  of  our  prisoners 
in  aoj  degree  supportable,  would  have  been  unnecessary,  but  so  far 
from  observing  even  the  common  line  of  humanity,  their  conduct 
towtrds  pur  Prisoners  thro'  the  several  stages  of  the  war,  has  been 
mirked  with  more  than  savage  cruelty,  and  has  rendered  it  necessary 
for  Oongres  to  send  in  Provisions  for  their  support  least  a  greater 
nomber  shon'd  CbJI  a  sacrifice  to  their  inhumanity. 

I  am  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  Elias.  Boudinot,  Esq., 
Commissary  General  of  Prisoners  finds  it  impossible  to  procure  a 
nfficient  quantity  of  Flour  and  Beef  without  paying  a  price  too  ex- 
travagant to  be  allowed,  and  that  so  little  regard  is  paid  to  the  Cur- 
reocj,  that  delays  may  be  attended  with  many  ill  consequences  to 
the  prisoners  without  the  Interposition  of  the  Civil  Authority.  I  am 
Iberefcfe  in  the  name  of  the  Board  of  War,  most  earnestly  to  request 
joor  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  Mr.  Boudinot  or  his 
Bepaty  with  every  assistance  in  the  procuring  of  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  Floor,- or  Beef  as  may  be  thought  necessary,  not  only  for  the 
immediate  assistance  of  our  Prisoners,  but  also  to  raise  a  sum  of 
Mooey  to  purchase  Cloathing  to  cover  them.  Hr.  Boudinot  will 
vait  on  your  Excellency  with  this,  to  whom  they  b^  leave  to  refer. 

I  have  the  honour 

to  be  Sir,  your 

very  ob*  Serv*, 

JOS.  N0UR8B,  D.  8. 
Dirteud, 

On  publiek  Service. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jr.,  Esq.,  President  of  the ' 
ConnoU  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 
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jAeoB  MoBaAH,  Jr.,  to  V.  P.  Bryan^  177T. 

Beading,  Decern'  23rd|  1777. 
Dear  Sir,1 

I  understand  that  all  the  Stocking  Weavers  are  still  at  German- 
town  with  their  Looms,  and  out  of  work,  supposed  to  be  about  One 
Hundred,  also  6  or  7  Tanners,  who  have  large  Tan  Yards  full  of 
Leather,  port  of  which  is  aearlj  Tanned ;  tfa^  might  eaaly  bo 
removea. 

Qoerj,  are  thej  not  objects  worthy  notice  of  Council.  Should 
they  enemy  determine  to  stay  or  leave  Philad*  this  winter  they  will 
probably  destrqy  them,  which  would  be  a  great  loss  to  th  s  State. 
Are  not  the  Bow  Gallies  in  danger  of  falling  into  the  enemys  handa 
this  winter^  had  they  not  better  be  striped  of  their  Sails  and  Biging 
&  Sunk. 

If  any  letters  should  come  to  Lancaster  for  me,  I  should  be  much 
obliged  you  If  you'll  please  to  forward  them  to  me  at  this  place,  aa 
I  shall  not  be  able  to  come  to  Lancaster  till  the  week  after  Newyear| 
also  the  Newspapiors — please  to  send  me  the  Newspapiors. 

I  am^  Dear  Sir, 

With  Bespecty  , 

Your  verry  Humble  Servant,         • 

JACOB  MOBGAN,  Jr. 

P.  S.  The  bearor,  Mr.  Baker,  is  a  Gentleman  well  acquainted 
with  the  dry  good  bi^isiness,  and  would  be  glad  to  be  employed  in 
the  Cloathin^  buisiness.  If  this  State  are  to  Cloath  her  own  Troops^ 
he  will  lay  his  proposalsbefore  Council. 

The  Hon^^  George  Bryan^  Esq'. 


Col*  John  Bull  to  Pres't  Wharton,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  Great  Loss  of  Gen'l  Erwin  has  Thrown  much  more  of  the 
Duties  of  the  Field  upon  me,  having  by  a  Genl  Order  the  Imme- 
diate Charge  (under  Gen'l  Armstrong)  of  the  Second  Brigade;  and 
Sinoe  the  Grand  Army  has  movd  over  the  Schuilkil  they  have  been 
verry  Soant  of  Provisioiia,  and  none  Lefb  for  the  suport  of  the  Troops 
under  the  Comand  of  Gen'l  Armstrong,  I  have,  therefore^  Been 
Necessiated  to  Provide  Beef  &  Flour  for  the  Whok  of  the  MilitU 
on  the  Eaat  side  of  SefauilkiL  The  method  I  have  taken  to  Proenre 
the  Former  has  been  by  Sending  Down  Proper  Comanda  from  the 
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Brigade  Towards  the  Enemies  Lines ;  they  Drive  of  those  Oatile 
ihej  txid  fit  for  Beef,  Leayitig  the  Milch  Cows  for  use  of  the  own- 
ers, GiviDg  Receipts  for  y^  Quantity,  Directed  to  y"  Comisary  of 
Parohases.     Some  times^  Carts  Loaded  with  Pork,  Floor,  &e.,  have 
been  Detected  Going  to  y*  Enemy,  and  Likewise  Brousht  to  Camp 
with  the  Drivers,  &o.,  by  this  means  we  not  only  snply  onr  Camp 
with  Provisions^  bnt  thereby  Deprive  the  Enemy  of ^those  advantages 
they  might  have  in  Ooming  ont  in  Forageing  Parties.    The  Pro- 
enreing  of  Floor  is  attend^  with  a  Dificolty,  the  Reason  of  which 
it  the  Principal  motive  which  has  Induced  me  to  Trooble  y*  Gooncil  ^ 
with  this  Line,  to  Inform  them  of  the  Disadvantage  which  is  Likely  * 
to  attend  the  limitation  on  the  Prices  of  Grain  in  this  State,  partico- 
krly  Wheat    In  the  Fanners  Present  Sitoation  be  is  obliged  to 
Pky  three  4imeB  the  Price  for  Comon  Laboor  at  Least,  and  often 
mere.    The  Enormoos  Price  (or  Bather  Extortion)  of  all  Blind  of 
Saithwork,  Shoe  and  Harness  Leather,  Salt,  &o.,  which  are  articles 
which  the  Farmer  Cannot  Dispence  with,  as  well  as  many  other 
tbings  Proportionately  Dear,  makes  it  more  then  Probeble  that  the 
hrmm  will  be  Finely  Discouraged  from  any  attempts  to  Raise  more 
than  will  Barely  soport  their  families.    I  think  the  takeing  the 
Oiun  at  J*  Late  Stated  Prices  Seems  like  the  Fable  of  Killing  the 
Goose  for  the  Benefit  of  Her  Eggs. 

In  the  State  of  New  Jersey  the  Legislatore  have  allow'd  Twelve 
Shilling  ^  Boshel  for  Wheat,  the  same  ^  Gallon  for  liduor  or 
Whiskey^  and  Redoced  the  Price  of  Salt,  Leather,  &c.,  a  List  of 
which  Rates  I  have  taken  the  Liberty  to  Inclose,  which  Perhaps  you 
nay  not  think  Impropper  to  Xay  before  yoor  Assembly,  If  not,  I 
FZetler  myself,  as  my  whole  motive  is  the  Good  of  my  Country,  it 
will  appologise  for  Giving  you  this  Trouble. 

I  have  not  had  a  Return  from  Oen'l  Potter  of  his  Numbers  Since 
hit  Brigade  has  been  Divided,  bnt  believe  it  to  be  about  four  Hun- 
^roA.    A  Return  of  the  Second  Brigade  I  have  Inclosed. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Tour  obd*  HumV  Servt. 

JNO.  BULL. 

To  the  Honl.  y*  Executive  Council. 
Deo.  24th,  1777,  6  oClook,  A.  M- 

N.  B.  By  Certain  Inteligence  Just  Reod  from  Head  Quarters  the 
Bnemy  are  in  a  Large  Body  in  Chester  County,  with  Gen'l  How  at 
their  Head,  In  Consequence  of  which,  I  am  this  moment  to  March 
to  Germantown,  or  Below  Towards  the  Enemy,  with  6  Riegts.  of 
UHitia. 

His  Ex'cy  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq'.,  Lancaster^ 

6* 
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Thos.  Jokes,  D.  C.  G.,  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Camp,  Valley  Forge,  24th  Dec^,  1777. 
GcntlemeD, 

So  great  is  the  want  of  Beef  and  Bread  in  the  Camp,  that  Hia 
Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief,  has  ordered  ont  an  officer  and 
twenty  two  men  from  each  Brigade  in  the  Army,  to  collect  and  send 
into  Camp  a  temporary  supply ;  they  are  now  out  in  the  yioinity  of 
'Camp,  hut  this  Country  is  drained  and  affords  a  very  trifle.  Another 
party  will  march  to*,  morrow  morning  a  greater  distance,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  will  be  more  SuccessfuL  This  mode  of  collecting  pro» 
visions  is  very  distressing  to  the  Country,  and  by  no  meani  agreeable 
to  his  Excellency.  Yesterday,  last  night  and  this  day,  about  aeyen 
hundred  Cattle  are  brousht  in  by  the  purohasinff  Commissaries,  ao 
l^t  in  Beef  a  Weeks  aUowance  may  now  be  depended  on.  Bat 
Flour  is  quite  Exhausted,  and  tho  we  know  the  Commissary  General 
has  a  considerable  quantity  at  Lancaster,  Yorktown  and  Wrights 
ferry,  but  a  trifle  has  come  in  for  many  days.  We  have  wrote  the 
different  Commissaries  to  forward  flour  from  those  Magasines,  their 
answer  is  the  Quarter  Master  do  not  furnish  Wagons.  We  beg  your 
Excellency  and  the  Executive  Council  to  give  such  assistance  to  the 
Quarter  Master  as  will  enable  him  to  furnish  the  Commissary,  at 
Lancaster  and  Wrights  ferry,  with  Teams  sufficient  to  bring  on 
daily  One  Hundred  Barrels  from  that  part  which  is  most  oontigioos 
at  present  to  our  Camp.  One  half  that  quantity,  we  have  reason 
to  believe,  will  come  in  from  Jersey,  and  the  Mills  now  here  compdd 
to  grind  for  us,  which  will  make  good  the  daily  Consumption. 

We  beg  your  indulgence  for  this  application ;  we  are  distressd 
beyond  disoription,  and  must  in  such  cases  apply  to  those  in  whose 
power  it  is  to  aid  us,  and  we  flatter  ourselves  it  is  in  the  power  of 
the  President  and  Council  of  this  State  to  order  Waggons  sufficient 
to  bring  on  tho  above  supply  daily.  We  are  with  the  greatest  re- 
spect and  esteem. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obd'  h'ble  Servant, 

THOMAS  JONES,  D.  C.  G.,  of  Issues. 
JOHN  CHALONER,  A.  C,  of  Puiehases. 
Directed^ 

On  Publick  Service — 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq^,  President,  and  the  Ho- 
nourable the  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 
By  Ja*  Bumsides,  Esq^ 


PBtrMSYLYANIA  ABOHIVBS  1777.  181 

Gen.  Bobbkdbau  to  Prss.  Whabton,  1777. 

York  Town,  Dec  24th,  1777. 
Sir, 

The  Delegates  of  this  State  are  honored  with  yonr  favor  of  the 
20thy  whieh  shall  forthwith  be  laid  before  Congress,  to  obtain  a 
farther  regulation  of  the  hire  of  Waggons.  An  ambigoitj  in  Gen^ 
Annstronps  Xetter,  and  the  entire  Siknoe  of  Gonnoil  on  the  Sabject, 
leaves  ns  in  doubt  respecting  their  pleasure.  If  a  reped  of  the  Re: 
solve  of  Congress  of  one  Substitute  for  two  Yeoman  is  meant,  it 
fidls  in  with  my  judgment,  and  shall  be  glad  to  have  it  signified. — 
Col*  Smith  has  forwurded  to  you  the  Besolve  of  Congress  in  answer 
to  the  Remonstrance  of  our  State,  also  copy  of  a  Law  of  Virginia 
tosappress  Monopoly. 

I  Miould  be  very  sorry,  my  worthy  patriotic  friend  M'*.  Farsuson, 
fliboald  be  involyea  in  the  same  predicament  with  her  Husband  as  to 
her  interest,  when  her  bosom  glowes  with  her  love  to  these  States, 
aod  has  displaied  such  a  specimen  of  heroism  as  will  make  her  name 
renowned  thro  history  by  alienating  herself  from  a  beloved  husband 
OB  Aeoounfe  of  his  taking  part  against  her  Country ;  this  is  no  finesse 
ao  some  hikve  imagined,  who  do  not  know  the  virtuous  principles  and 
•magnanimity  of  this  Lady,  for  from  my  better  knowledge  and  an 
iDtinrnte  acquaintance  from  my  youth,  I  dare  pawn  my  honor  for 
her.  I  beg  Council  will  take  this  Case  under  their  particular  notice 
aad  shield  this  Lady,  at  least  from  the  indiscretion  of  an  Officer, 
aatil  they  can  come  to  a  deliberate  resolution,  for  being  only  with  a 
female  friend  equally  deprived,  and  on  the  same  account,  of  the 
adrioe  and  protection  of  tneir  most  near  friends,  who  are  with  the 
Eoegiy,  deserves  particular  attention,  which  I  take  the  Liberty  to 
recommend  to  the  Hon^**  Council,  and  thro  them  to  the  Legislature, 
as  the  greatest  obligation  they  can  lay  on  me. 

I  am  most  respectfully,  Sir, 

Y'  most  ob*  humb'  Serv* 

DANIEL  BOBERDBAU. 
JKreetedy 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq'.,  President  of  the  Hon^>* 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 

Favored  by  CoL  Boudinot. 
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Council  to  Comm'b  Hazblwood,  1777. 

In  Ooanoil;  Lancaster,  December  24, 1777. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  writing  to  jou  of  the  —  Ins^,  bnt  have 
since  reed  none  of  your  Letters — one  from  Coll.  Bradford,  of  the 
Navy  Board,  dated  the  19th  Inst.,*  came  to  hand  this  day,  in  which 
he  informs  me  that  the  four  Hhds  of  Whiskey,  and  the  Shoes  & 
-"Stockings,  s^nt  by  Council  for  the  Use  of  the  Fleet  of  this  State, 
was  reed.     Mr.  Crispin,  the  Commissary,  also  acknowledges  their 
receipt,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  a  proper  distribution  will  be  made  of 
them.  I  am  very  anxious  for  the  Safety  of  the  Fleet,  especially  as  our 
Army  is  obligd  to  return  so  far  from  the  Delaware  to  occupy  con- 
venient Quarters,  that  they  cannot  afford  immediate  relief  in  case 
the  Enemy  should  think  it  advisable  to  attempt  its  destruction. 
'  Sbppose  you  should  order  the  Gallies,  &c.,  to  be  immediately 
dtript,  and  the  Sails,  Riggin,  &c.,  with  the  Guns  &  Stores,  to  be  re- 
moved to  a  distance  in  some  place  of  Safety ;  after  which,  the  Qal- 
lies  to  be  Scuttled  in  some  Safe  Creek,  where  they  can  be  raised  at 
a  convenient  time  ?    This  I  hint  for  the  Consideration  of  you  &  the 
Navy  Board;  but,  perhaps  some  more  eligible  plan  may  be  adopted  ' 
by  you  &  them,  to  whom  this  matter  is  refered.     It  is  pleasing  to 
Council  to  know  that  there  still  remains  five  Hundred  Men  belong-* 
ing  to  the  Gallies.    These  Men  are  well  worth  preserving — ^they 
have  been  tried  and  deserve  well  of  their  Country,  &  should  be 
kindly  treated.    The'most  favorable  attention,  the  Council  have  no 
doubt,  they  will  meet  with.    As  you  are  in  possession  of  Small 
Arms  &  Amunition,  as  well  as  Cannon,  some  of  which  would  answer 
for  Field  Pieces — those  men  could  be  traind  to  the  Use  o^  Small 
Arms  &  the  Working  of  Cannon,  and  soon  be  enabled,  if  a  pmper 
Breast  Work  were  thrown  up,  to  defend  the  Craft  against  a  much 
greater  Number  of  the  Enemy ;  And  it  would  be  the  means  of 
keeping  those  People  &  their  Officers  together,  so  that  they  may 
render  essential  serviee  to  theit  Injured  Country  while  they  remain 
in  Jerseji  thro'  the  coarse  of  the  winter,  &  be  ready  to  obey  the 

Gail  of  Council  in  the  Spring,  as  early  as  the  season  will  permit 

At  this  distance  I  cannot  advise  respecting  those  Officers  of  the  Boats 
who  have  no  Command,  or  of  those  who  merit  none ;  time  will  no 
doubt  provide  for  some,  and  proper  treatment  will  discharge  the 
others. 

I  hope  in  a  short  time  to  be  enabled  to  furnish  Mr.  Bradford, 
Paymaster,  with  money,  as  well  as  the  Commissary,  to  furnish  the 
Seamen  with  Provissions  during  the  Winter. 
I  am,  with  respect.  Sir, 

Your  very  Hum.  S*. 

Herewith  is  some  Newspapers  for  you  &  your  Officers  perusal. 

*  See  page  110. 
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The  enclosed  letter  to  his  excelbneyy  Governor  LinBgeton,  yoQ 
will  please  to  forward  to  him  by  a  safe  hand,  the  contents  of  wUoh 
joa  will  see  by  the  copy  thereof;  also  ^iclosed. 


Council  to  Governor  Livingston,  1777. 

In  Coancil;  Lancaster^  December  25^  1777. 
Sir, 

Commodore  Hazelwood  will  be  nnder  the  necessity  of  laying  up 
oor  little  Fleet  in  some  place  in  New  Jersey,  for  the  Winter:  Coun- 
cil hare  recommended  him,  with  yonr  Excellency's  approbation  to 
employ  the  men  belonging  to  it,  which  will  probably  eonsist  of  about 
five  hundred;  in  throwing  up  a  breast-work  in  some  convenient  place 
where  they  can  defend  the  cannon,  stores,  Sco.,  until  the  spring. 
We  shall  be  happy  in  co-operating  w^  yonr  Excellency  in  any  plan 
jon  may  devise  wherein  these  men  may  be  employed  for  the  service 
of^the  General  cause,  either  in  conjunction  with  the  Militia  or  other- 
wise. The  Commodore  will  lay  before  you,  for  your  approbation, 
the  measures  which  he  may  propose  to  adopt.  Should  your  Excel- 
lency think  proper  to  order  the  Militia  of  your  State  to  afford  the 
Cbmmodore  any  assistance,  in  case  the  enemy  should  attack  him,  the 
Council  will  thank  you  for  a  communication  of  such  parts  of  the 
order  as  may  be  necessary,  to  the  Commodore,  that  he  may  be  able- 
to  act  ih  conjunction  with  them. 

I  am,  &c., 

T.  W.,  &c. 

I^irtcied, 

To  His  Excellency  William  Livin|pton,  Eaq%  Gov*  of  New 
Jersey. 


CoLOHiL  John  Bull  za  Prsbibbnt  Wharton,  1777. 

Dee.  25,  7  a  Glook  A.M. 

Sir, 

Aeoording  to  my  yesterday!  note  I  have  been  with  the  Brigade 
I^ovn  to  the  Enemies  Lines  on  the  three  moetpublick  Beads,  in 
^%iee  small  eoUnmns,  taking  the  Center  on  y*  Germantown  Boad 
ny  Self,  OolL  Antes,  with  two  Bati"-  on  y«  Bidge  Boad,  and  Coll. 
^^1  of  Bodcsy  with  2  BattP*  on  or  near  y«  frankfort  Boad,  and 
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mtrohad  tbem  all  WitUn  Miuqaet  Sbot  of  the  BnemiM  Lioet,  and 
Between  third  and  fourth  street  Continued  on  the  Right  of  the 
Germantown.  I  drew  up  my  little  Division  and  haveng  Onr  Two 
Twelve  Ponnders,  with  2  oomps  of  artilery,  I  rather  strechd  my 
orders  by  Sending  them  8  well  duraoted  Gannon  Ball,  Which  no 
Doubt  Took  Place  near  y«  Church.  It  would  have  given  your  Exoy. 
Pleasure  to  Se  the  Countenaoe  of  the  Oenerality  of  my  oAcers  and 
many  of  the  men,  Who  I  am  convinced  I  Could  have  Led  up  to 
their  Redoubts,  which  would  have  done  no  more  than  alarm  them. 
Which  was  all  I  was  Directed  to  Do^  In  order  to  Call  their  attention 
from  Plundering  in  Chester  County.  We  Wish'd  them  a  Merry 
Crismes  by  causeing  them  to  Beat  to  arms  and  fire  their  Cannon 
from  the  Lines  from  all  Qurs.,  their  Ball  Raked  our  Little  Parade 
both  on  Right  and  Left,  but  without  the  Least  Damage.  We 
brought  of  one  Prisoner,  some  of  their  HorseSi  &c. 

I  am 

your  Ezcy's  obedient 

Hu'bl  S'vt, 

JN«  BULL. 

Pleasi  to  Excuse  want  of  Paper,  Bad  Pen,  &o. 

Directed, 
His  Excellency  The*  Wharton,  Esq., 


Gbkbral  Bobbrdbau  to  Prbsiobih:  Whartok,  1777. 

York  Town,  Dec'  26«»',  1777. 

Sir, 

A  letter  is  just  come  to  hand  giving  the  most  melancholy  diacrip- 
tion  of  the  situation  of  our  army  on  account  of  difficiencies  in  the 
Commissary's  and  Q'  matter's  Departments.  With  respect  to  the 
article  of  doathing,  2800  are  obliged  to  retire  in  a  naked  condition, 
unfit  alone  from  that  consideration  for  duty,  that  he  was  about  to 
apply  a  remedy  by  taking  supernumerary  articles,  particularly  Dcom 
the  disaffected,  agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  Congress,  but  demsted  on 
an  assurance  from  a  Committee  of  this  State,  that  provision  would 
be  made  without  delay  in  a  manner  more  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Inhabitants,  but  although  their  own  Troops  sneered  in  the  most 
extream  denee,  either  .no  supply  had  been  sent^  or  so  scanty  that 
it  did  not  deserve  to  be  mentioned.  Thug  much  from  memonr,  I 
intend  Council  an  extract  of  the  Letter  if  I  can  obtain  it  Thu  ia 
no  time  for  recrimination,  otherwise  I  could  trace  onr  present  distress 
to  other  sources^^ind  indeed  OenVWashington  speaks  out  for  the  first 
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iime  and  oiiarges  tlie  prineiple  diffidenoj  tic,  in  the  OommimBrfB 
depArtment,  to  the  arrangement  made  by  Congress,  I  foresaw  die 
C(niBiqiieiioe8  and  withstood  the  mearnur^,  bat  in  vain. 

I  oonjnre  the  State  in  an  exoentrio  way  to  pronde  floor  and  hi 
Cattle^  and  to  this  end  to  employ  men  of  entegrity  and  activity  in 
different  parts  in  the  vidnity  of  the  enemy,  otherwise  I  have  no 
other  prospeet  bnt  that  the  army  will  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
abandoning  their  post  and  disperse.  An  Officer  of  merit  writes  to 
this  effect,  that  he  could  shed  Tears  of  blood  for  the  opportnnities 
lost  thro  want  of  provisions  within  these  few  days,  of  catting  off  the 
iiower  of  the  British  Army,  in  an  excursion,  1  think,  towaids  Ches- 
ter. In  short  oar  last  advices  say  not  a  hoof  of  any  kind  was  left, 
&  little  or  no  flour.  For  the  Lord's  sake  let  us  exert  every  nerve  to 
save  our  Country,  which  must  now  be  done  by  immediate  supplies 
from  tiiis  State  until  we  get  things  into  order. 

A  late  letter  from  franco  says  the  King  had  given  orders  to  the 
Commissary  of  the  port  where  two  of  our  frigates  were  fitting  to 
supply  them  out  of  his  own  Arsinels.  A  frigate  lately  launched  in 
franoe  is  also  fitting.    I  am  with  great  respect^ 

Sir, 

y'  most  ob*  hum.  Serv't, 

DAN'L  ROBERDEAU. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Preudent  of  the  Commonwealth 
*of  Pennsylvania^  Lancaster. 

York  Town,  Dan'l  Roberdeau. 


CoL.  Bbkj.  Flower  to  President  Wharton,  177T. 

Camp  Great  Valley,  26«»  Decern',  1777. 
^  Hon*  Sir, 

I  have  accidentally  mett  Thos.  Uric,  Esq',  at  Camp,  who  was 
jpain^  to  Allen  Town  with  an  order  on  Mr.  Stiles  for  all  the  Stores 
m  his  possttaon  &  Care,  either  the  propperty  of  the  Continent  or 
of  this  State,  without  specifying  either  Quality  or  Quantity. 

As  Mr.  Stiles  has  in  his  Care  all  the  Ordnance  Stores  left  at 
Allen  Town  for  the  use  of  the  army,  and  Mr.  Urie  only  wanting 
Bifles,  a  small  quantity  of  Powder  &  Flints,  I  presumed  your 
JBxee]ien<7  did  not  mean  that  he  was  to  receive  a  larger  quantity 
of  Mil*^  Stores  than  was  sufficient  for  the  present  emergoioy.  I 
therefore  have  ordered  the  Com^  of  Ord.  Stores  at  Lebanon,  (where 
the  greatest  part  of  our  Stores  are  moved  to^)  to  deliver  to  Mr.  Urie 
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or  hifl  Order,  tbree  fanndred  pounds  of  powder  and  t#o  tkoiisitiid 
VBatBf  and  have  wrote  to  the  Oomr  of  Stores  at  Allen  Town  to 
prooare  all  the  Rifles  there,  and  send  them  on  to  Lancaster  to  Mr. 
Henry,  agreeable  to  the  reqaest  of  Mr.  Urie.    As  his  Horse  had 

given  ont,  and  himself  fiitigned^  I  have  nndertaken  the  Basiness  for 
im.  I  shall  leave  Gamp  in  a  day  or  two,  when  your  Ezoellenoy 
may  rest  assured  that  ev^  part  gf  the  Basiness  in  my  power  shall 
be  duly  attended  to. 

I  am  well  aware  of  the  propriety;of  this  States  being  supplied  with 
Mil*^  Stores  from  those  of  Che  Continent,  as  all  the  Stores  of  this  Stato 
have  at  different  times  been  proonred  for  the  use  of  the  Continental 
Army,  and  since  onr  fcmoval  from.Phil*,  all  oar  Stores  have  eot  miz'd 
in  snch  a  manner  that  a  distinction  became  very  diffioalt  and,  I 
believe^  impossible.  Therefore,  all  supplies  neoessary  for  the 
Defence  of  the  State  ought  to  be  had  of  the  Continental  Stores,  at 
least  whilst  the  war  is  carried  on  in  it ;  in  order  to  accomplish  which 
it  will  be  necessary  to  procure  an  Order  from  the  Hon*  the  Board 
of  War  for  the  United  States,  for  such  Mil'  Stores  as  you  may  want 
from  time  to  time,  which  order  I  shall  chearfuUy  and  punctually 
attend  to  as  far  as  lies  in  my  power. 

In  future  our  Stores  will  be  kept  at  Lebanon  and  Carlisle,  to 
which  place  you'l  please  to  direct. 

I  have  the  nonour  to  be 

your  Excellency's 

most  Obed.  Hum>  Scrv*, 

BENJ.  FLOWER,  Col-, 

Com(y  Qen.  'W  Stores. 
Directedf 

On  Public  Service.  ^ 

To  His  Excellency,  Tho-  Wharton,  Esq',  Pres'  of  y*  State  of 
Pennsy*,  Lancaster. 

Favor'd  by  T.  Urie,  Esq'. 


Council  to  DELEctATES  in  CoNGaBSs,  1777. 

Li  Council, 

Lancaster,  December  26th,  1777. 
Genilemeni 

I  did  myself  the  honor,  to  address  you  the  other  day  on  the  suV 
jeet  of  waggons,  but  omitted  to  mention  to  you  that  many  complaints 
are  made  by  the  owners  of  those  who  have  already  beeif  employed, 
that  they  have  not  reoeived  any  pay.  This  complaint  Council  has 
too  much  reason  to  believe  is  justly  fonnded;  and  that  it  is  one 
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retwm  why  tbare  is  so  much  difficulty  in  proenrinff  waggons  for 
ptiUie  servibe;  the  Inadeqnate  pay  that  Cbngress  bas  heretofore 
allowed  is  another^  and  a  very  principal  one.  Council  is  so  well 
Mmvinoed  of  the  necessity  of  a  law;  to  pat  the  matter  upon  a  more 
ecpial  and  sure  Ibodng,  that  they  have  applied  to  the  legislature  for 
that  purpoee^  and  have  reason  to  believe  one  will  shortly  be  passed^ 
Bat  nnless  the  wagsa  cs  hire  of  waggons  ia  increased^  very  few, 
ihej  think,  will  be  induced  to  keep  teams.  I  enclose  you  a  copy, 
of  a  letter  from  the  deputy  commissary  General  of  issues  and  assist^ 
ant  commissary  of  purchases,^  by  which  you  will  find  what  distresa 
tiie>rmy  is  like  to  be  in  from  the  want  of  waggons,  notwithstanding 
no  opposition  has  ever  been  made  to  the  empresMng  of  Waggons  by 
the  commissaries  of  purchases,  Quarter  Masters,  or  other  officers  in. 
power,  altho'  Council  much  regret  the  practice,  and  think  it  ought 
to  be  reprobated.  Yet  they  have  not  opposed  it  least  it  should 
prove  injurious  to  the  army:  and  on  the  contrary,  have  given 
every  encouragement,  and  even  aid  by  warrant  to  impress,  to  the 
Qoarter  Masters :  But  there  are  still  complaints  that  waggons  can- 
not be  procured.  Whether  this  is  owing  to  those  officers  not  attend- 
ing timely  to  their  duty,  to  the  owners  of  waggons  not  receiving 
their  pay,  or  that  the  pay  which  they  are  to  receive  is  inadequate, 
I  shall  not  pretend  to  say ;  but  that  there  is  great  difficulty  in  pro- 
enring  them  must  appear  to  all.  * 

Council  are  repeatedly  called  upon  for  the  pay  of  those  waggons 
whieh  have  been  in  publiek  service,  by  order  of  the  Quarter  Master 
General,  and  they  have  been  referred  to  the  Quarter  Masters  for  it ; 
who,  if  they  had  not  been  possessed  of  money  to  discharge  the 
deiaaods  of  the  owners,  Gounoil  had  hopes  they  would,  at  least, 
have  made  the  quarter  master  General  acquainted  with  that  oirouon-*- 
stanoe,  so  that  those  people  should  not  have  had  any  just  reason  to 
complain  on  that  score.  As  this  is  a  matter  of  great  consequence 
to  Uiose  oonoemed/  Council  are  of  opinion  that  commissioners 
should  be  appointed  in  each  county,  immediately  to  liquidate  those 
demands,  and  the  people  satisfied  on  that  head.  If  this  is  not  done ' 
it  cannot  be  expected  that  waggons  can  much  longer  be  obtained  on 
any  terms  whatsoever. 

I  have  the  honor 

to  be  with  great  respect 

Gentlemen, 

Your  very  humble  servant. 

P.  S.  I  reo'  General  Boberdeau's  letter  which  I  laid  before 
CouAciL 

*  8f«  page  )80, 
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Council  to  Col.  John  Pipbk,  1777. 

In  Gounoily 
Lancaster,  Decern'  27%  1777. 

Sir, 

I  this  Day  received  yonr  Letter  of  the  19<^*  Ins*  by  M'  Holliday, 
whOj  you  inform  Coancil,  has  taken  the  trouble  to  provide  the  Mili- 
tia that  have  been  called  to  the  assistance  of  the  Inhabitants  against 
the  Ravages  of  the  savages^  with  Provisions;  and  requesting  Coun- 
cil to  furnish  that  Gentleman  with  Money,  as  well  to  discharge  the 
Debts  he  has  already  contracted  for  that  purpose,  as  to  enable  him 
to  procure  a  further  supply  upon  the  like  occasion. 

It  is  not  understood  that  the  Expence  of  supplying  the  Militia 
with  provisions  upon  this  occasion  is  to  fall  upon  the  State  in  par- 
ticular; but  Council  being  very  desirous  to  give  every  possible 
assistance  to  relieve  the  inhabitants  from  their  present  distresses, 
have  so  far  comply'd  with  your  request  as  to  advance  to  Mr.  HoUi- 
day  the  sum  of  £  ,  which  they  have  charged  to  your  account. 
Ton  will  please,  therefore,  to  attcAl  to  this  matter,  &  see  that  no 
waste  happens,  nor  no  fraud  be  suffered  to  creep  into  the  accounts^ 
otherwise  difficulties  may  arrise  in  Liquidating  them. 

I  am 

with  respect  S', 

your  very  Hum.  S*. 

N.  B.  Congress  expect  that  provisions  purchased  for  the  MiliUA| 
will  be  at  the  ,  and  at  the  Cheapest  rate. 

jDirectedf 

To  Coll.  Piper. 


Justices  of  Berks  Co,  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Reading,  December  y«  27th,  1777. 
May  it  Please  your  Honor, 

We  the  Subscribers,  three  of  the  Justices  of  the  peace  in  Berks 
County,  have  on  the  first  Nov  Last  Acquainted  your  Honor  Con- 
cerning the  Measures  taken  in  this  County  in  Pursuance  of  an  order 
from  the  Council,  Dated  Philadelphia,  June  y'  17  th,  and  in  Porsu- 
anoe  of  a  Letter,  Dated  at  Phila.  the  31st  July  Last,  Directed  to  the 


*  See  page  116. 
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Jostiee  of  Berks  Gonntj,  Galling  and  Beqniieing  of  ub  to  Send  850 
Waggons  from  this  Countj  to  Phila.  to  Carry  out  Stores  &  Prorisioiui 
&e./Sc.y  and  a  Large  Namber  of  Teams  has  been  sent  to  PhUa.  for 
the  same  purpose  &o.,  and  these  people  every  now  &  then  calling 
upon  us  and  Continaally  Tormenting  us  for  their  pay.  We  therefore 
pray  your  Honor  will  he  pleased  to  lay  this  matter  before  the  Coun« 
eil,  that  snoh  Measures  may  be  taken  to  satisfy  these  People  that 
some  Person  or  Persons  may  be  appointed  in  this  Town  and  fur* 
nished  with  a  sum  of  Money  to  pay  their  Just  Demands. 

Sir, 

we  are  in  Kespect 

your  Dutiful  most  Obedient 

Humble  Serrants^ 

HENBr  CHRIST, 

JACOB  SHOEMAKER, 

JOHN  LUDWIG, 

Directed^ 
To  The  Hon.  Thomas  Wharton,  Jr.,  President  &c.,  at  Lancaster. 

^  &Tour  of  ") 
1>  Swan,  Esq.  j  i. 


Col,  Clbm.  Biddlb  to  Presidbnt  Wharton  1777. 


Moorehally  December  27, 1777.    j 
Sir, 

I  received  your  favour  by  Mr.  Urie,  and  should  be  ready  to  ren- 
der him  every  service  in  my  power,  but  being  disappointed  in  the 
powder  &  arms  here  he  was  in  no  want  of  waggons,  the  powder  & 
altpetre  at  Hcmbergs  Powder  mill,  may  be  worked  up  there  with 
great  safety,  as  it  is  directly  in  the  rear  of  our  encampment  10  miles' 
<iistanoe  &  in  Case  of  need  I  will  attend  to  the  removing  it,  but  if 
J<m  should  choose  it  sent  to  any  other  place  on  receiving  your 
Orders  it  shall  be  immediately  done. 

I  am  much  Obliged  to  you  for  the  Copy  of  the  regulation  for 
Foraging  which  I  was  not  before  furnisVd  with.  I  beg  leave  to  sug- 
gest that  the  prices  being  fixed  by  the  Legislature  would  give  much 
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ftktfo&olion  as  I  haTa  now  Only  the  rates  Istely  eatabBsE'd  &  re» 
pioald  to  goYent  myse&f  by. 

I  am 

with  great  Respect 
Sir^  your  mo.  Obedient  Serv^ 

CLEMEffr  BIDDLB. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Exoellency^  Thomaa  WhartOD^  Esq.,  President  of  Peon- 
silvania^  Lancaster. 

Favoured  by    ) 
Thos.  Urie,  Esq.  J 


BoBXBT  Leyebs  to  T.  Matlack,  1777. 

Easton,  December  27**,  1777. 
Dear  Sir| 

The  Circular  Letter  by  Favor  of  the  Honble  Jacob  Arndt,  Esquire^ 
I  received,  and  such  papers  as  are  in  my  hands,  relative  to  the  offices 
I  baT6  tho  Honor  to  hold  in  this  County,  with  the  Reeords,  are  in  a 
Condition  to  be  conveyed  from  hence  at  a  minute's  Notice.  And  I 
beg  you  will  please  to  assure  the  Supreme  Executive  CouBoil,  that  X 
shall  strictly  rcsard  the  injunctions  laid  upon  me. .  And  whenever 
the  Records  of  the  County  of  Bucks  shall  be  delivered  to  my  care,  I 
shall  likewise  secure  them  effectually. 

1  have  lately  called  on  Mr.  Ootdon  again,  thro'  Mr.  Clymer,  for  such 

papers  as  are  yet  in  his  hands  belonging  to  the  offices  1  hold,  and 

that  Gentleman  has  promised  to  deliver  them.     He  has  lately  been 

'  greatly  indisposed,  so  that  I  have  not  seen  him  sinoe  Mr.  Clymer 

mentioned  the  matter  to  him,  which  was  at  our  last  Court. 

All  the  Public  papers  with  me,  I  keep  in  the  Upper  Part  of  my 
House^  as  deeming  it  most  secure,  that  is  in  the  room  I  sleep,  and  if 
'  the  unhappy  exigency  of  our  affairs  require  a  removal,  I  shall  see 
them  safo  conveyed  to  tho  House  of  John  Van  Campen,  Esquire,  as 
directed.  I  delayed  a  few  days  writing,  cxpectioe  that  perhaps  tho 
Bucks  County  Records  might  have  been  forwardea,of  which,  if  there 
had  been  an  unhappy  necessity  for  it,  I  would  have  informed  Coun- 
cil thereof, 

I  am.  Sir, 

With  the  greateat  Respect, 

Your  Most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  LEVERS. 

Directed^ 

To  Timothy  Mattlaok,  Esquire,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 
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BOBERT  LeYRBB  TO  FRE6II>l]fT  TffiAKFOK,   1777. 

J&SLalon,  Domsber  27|  1777. 

Br, 

Oa  ifae  23'  Instant,  at  night,  I  reeeived  joiir  EzceUeBey'a  Letter 
of  thf  16%  and  wrote  to  Mr.  Gr«id«r  immadiately,  nqiieBting  him 
to  faniih,  with  all  dispatch,  Foar  Wa«goDS,  to  repair  to  Boston  for 
doathiog,  I  have  not  yet  heard  from  £im,  bat  as  Fonr  Brigades  «f 
Waggons  are  ordered  to  be  raised  dhreetly,  4o  eon?ey  the  sick  passing 
thro'  this  plaoe  jfrom  Princetowa,  I  expect  Mr.  Oreider  will  raise 
these  Fonr  Waggons  at  the  same  time. 

Ai  Boon  as  the  Indigo  is  moved,  I  will  see  each  cask  weighed 
carefully,  and  transmit  an  Invoice  thereof  to  yonr  Excellency,  as 
well  as  to  Mr.  Joseph  Habely  of  Boston.  Iron,  I  learn,  may  be 
had  at  Maybnrry's  works,  the  nearest,  at  One  hundred  &  Fifty 
Pounds  Ip  Ton  ;  and  as  soon  as  I  shall  receive  instmct]0ii8.froai  yonr 
Excellency,  respecting  the  purchase  of  the  Iron,  will  leave  nothing 
undone  that  may  forward  tho  Waggons  on  their  Journey  with  the 
greatest  Dispatch. 

I  haye  the  Honor  to  subscribe  myself 

Your  Excellencey's 

Most  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

ROBERT  LEVERS. 

IHrected. 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun''^  Esquire. 


Col,  James  Pottbr  to  President  Whartok,  1777. 

Redner,  Dec  28^  1777. 
Bir, 

Oa  Monday  last  the  enemy  came  oot  with  s  view  to  Furndge,  they 
•actmped  along  the  Koad  from  Oxays  hay  to  the  faejghls  below 
I^tfbey  there  was  a  detatchment  sent  down  from  our  army  to  thia 
plaoei  who  with  Mersuis  Riflemen  and  the  Militia  went  down  to  there 
lines  and  cept  them  Close  in  there  lines.  On  Tusday  we  took  13  of 
there  light  horse  and  ten  of  there  horsmen,  the  next  day  two  more 
of  there  horses  and  there  Ridersi,  the  have  been  prevented  from  plun- 
dering the  Inhmbitaaee  as  they  osely  do,  there  has  been  bat  little 
Jmmidging,  we  had  one  Killed  and  two  wounded,  we  have  taken 
Awards  of  twenty  piisoncxS|  and  a  number  of  Deserters  have  cam 
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in,  they  have  carrejed  off  a  larg  Qaantity  of  Hay  from  the  Islands 
and  Darbey.  It  is  said  that  the  Highlanders  are  gon  to  New  York, 
and  Lord  Comwalas  is  certanly  go  to  great  Britan.  I  think  they 
have  proyided  there  winter  Faridge  and  fuale,  and  they  will  bless 
themselves  and  sit  down  in  peace  this  winter  in  the  City — this  day 
they  have  Returned  to  the  City.  My  Brigade  is  near  Breaching  up, 
they  win  be  all  discharged  about  the  fifth  of  nixt  month  but  about 
one  hundred  men,  his  Excellency,  General  Washington,  desir^  me 
io  let  you  know  that  he  expected  that  you  would  keep  out  the  same 
number  you  had  now  in  the  field  all  winter. 

I  am  your  Exoellenoys 

Most  obedant  Humble  aervt, 

JAS.  POTTER-   ^ 

'Directed, 

On  Public  Service  to  His  Excellancey  Thomas  Wharton j  Esqr., 
In  Lancaster. 


Bbio.    Gbn.  Anth*y  Wayne   to  Prbs.   Whaetok,  1777. 

Mount  Joy,  28<*  Dec,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  was  favoured  with  yours  of  the  12^  Instant,  but  the  enemy 
being  then  out  prevented  me  from  acknowledging  it  sooner. 

I  can't  help  expressing  both  surprise  and  concern  at  the  Councils 
directing  the  Clothing  Collected  in  this  State,  into  the  hands  of  the 
Clothier  General,  especially  after  being  Informed  that  the  other 
States  were  Collecting  Clothing  for  the  use  of  their  own  Troops ; 
Clothing  for  the  Eastern  Troops  has  actually  arrived,  they  aro  now 
comfortable  whilst  ours  aro  perishing. 

His  Excellency  has  also  Informed  me  that  Gov.  Henry  of 
Virginia,  has  ordered  on  Clothing  for  the  Troops  of  that  State  whicii 
he  expects  every  hour. 

Thus  Sir,  whilst  other  States  are  exerting  every  power  (under  a 
Ilesolve  of  Congress)  to  provide  for  their  own  Troops  only,  you  are 
following  the  generous  course  of  providing  for  the  whole,  this  Sir,  is 
being  generous  out  of  time.  Its  an  old  adage,  that  a  man  ousht  to 
be  lust  before  he  can  be  permitted  to  be  generous,  the  case  applies  in 
full  force  here.  Supply  the  immediate  wants  of  your  own  Troops 
first,  and  then  give  scope  to  your  Generosity. 

Enclosed  is  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  650  Suits  of  Uniform  which 
Mr.  Zantzinger  has  provided  for  the  Troops  of  this  State ;  he  is  in 
great  want  of  Money^  I  wish  you  to  assist  him  to  the  cash  he  wants 
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and  to  take  some  Effeotnal  Method  to  Cloth  tho  Troops  in  the  besti 
speediest  and  neatest  manner  possible. 

Least  yon  should  be  under  a  Deception  with  regard  to  the  mode 
in  which  the  Clothing  in  the  hands  of  the  Clothier  General  is  Dis- 
tribntedi  I  am  to  inform  yon  that  they  are  delivered  in  proportion  to 
their  wants,  (or  in  plain  English)  to  the  number  of  men  in  each 
Begiment  throughout  the  army. 

Judge  then  how  far  inadequate  our  proportion  must  be  to  our 
wants,  whilst  the  Troops  from  the  other  States  have  an  equal  Pivi- 
dead  in  addition  to  their  other  Sapplies. 

At  this  inclement  Season  one  third  of  our  Troops  are  totally  Des- 
titute of  either  Shoes,  Stockings,  Shirts  or  Blankets,  so  that  unless 
tbey  reoeiTe  an  immediate  supply  of  these  Necessary  Articles^  Sick- 
ne»j  Death  &  Desertion  will  be  the  incTitable  Conbequence. 
I  am  your  Excellencies  most  Ob* 

Hum.  Ser't 

ANrr  WAYNE,  B.  G. 

P.S.  I  hare  directed  Mr.  Zantzinger  to  call  on  you  for  money,  I 
you  to  order  the  Clothier  Genl.  to  estimate  the  price  of  the 
Clothlog,  which  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  Congress  is  to  be  in  {Mto- 
portion  to  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  men,  the  State  to  be  at  the  coat 
of  tbe  Surplus. 

A.  W, 
Dtrededf  # 

On  Publick  Servicci  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esqr., 
Ltncaster. 
*  y  Szpress. 


Pkebidert  Wharton  to  Col.  Archibald  Lochry,  1777. 

In  Council. 

'^  Lancaster,  December  29th.  1777. 

Sir, 

Altho'  it  is  not  understood 'that  the  Ezpence  of  supplying  the 
MiUtia  with  provisions,  while  tbey  are  engaged  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  is  to  fall  on  this  State  in  particular.  Yet  Council 
desirious  of  doing  every  thing  in  their  power— have  sent  you,  by 
Colonel  John  Proctor,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  to  purchase 
provisions  with.  It  is  expected  that  the  provisions  be  purchased  on 
the  lowest  terms  and  at  the  first  hand. 

lam  sir, 

your  very  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  WHARTON,  Jun',  Prea«. 
IHreeied. 
To  Colonel  Archibald  Locbry. 
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GENERAL  ROBERDBAU  TO  V.  B.  BrYAN,  1777. 

York  Town,  Dec^  29",  1777. 
fir, 

I  wrote  CouDciI,  two  Days  ago,  to  which  please  to  be  rcfered. 
Bev'  M**  Batwell,  on  an  application  to  be  enlarged  on  seourity  oa 
Jiis  parole,  accompanied  with  a  certificate  from  his  Physician,  that 
fresh  air  and  exercise  were  absolutely  necessary  to  his  recoyerj, 
obtained  the  following  resolution  : 

<'  That  in  the  opioion  of  Congress  the  Rev^  M'  Batwell  should 
^f  be  discharged  oat  of  confinement  on  his  taking  an  oath  of  allegiance 
"  to  the  State  of  Pennsilvania,  or  on  his  refusal  that  he  should  be 
'^  allowed  to  go  with  his  family  into  the  City  of  Philadv"  The 
delicacy  of  interfering  with  this  state  was  agitated,  together  with 
the  very  low  condition  of  the  petitioner  whose  life  was  reported  to 
be  in  imiaeDt  danger,  &  might  add  to  the  number  of  marters  in 
the  esteem  of  the  disaffected,  who  interested  themselves  in  his  be- 
balf,  nevertheless  t^  prayer  of  the  petition  was  not  attended  to, 
but  the  above  alternative  given,  for  Congress  did  not  know  hoir, 
t>tberwise,  to  get  rid  of  importunity,  and  appr^eheoded  this  step  from 
nU  dreomstanees,  would  not  be  disagreeable  to  the  State.  I  tirink 
the  above  resolve  is  a  specimen  of  treatment  Congress  would  wish 
to  other  disaffected  persons  in  every  State,  as  was  at  large  said  in 
debdte,  with  much  concern  that  decisive  measures  had  not  bng  siaoe 
Jbeen' taken  with  all  Enemies  to  the  Indepcndenee  of  Amerioa.  A 
Committee  are  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  deplorsUe 
condition  of  our  army,  and  to  report  to-morrow.  I  make  no  doubt 
that  the  most  vigorous  measures  will  be  recommended  to  be  imrne- 
diately  taken,  as  without,  the  army  must  disperse  as  mentioned  in 
my  last.  My  situation  is  extremely  delicate  on  this  occasion  )  the 
ruin  of  our  Army,  or  the  interference  with  the'police  of  the  State,  i 
apprehend  will  be  the  alternative  set  before  me ;  under  these  cir- 
cumstances I  should  be  glad  of  advioe  and  assistance.  The  House 
of  BurgQsses,  in  Virsinia,  hare  nnanimously  consented  to  the  con- 
fideratton,  as  handed  to  them  with  orders  to  their  Delegates,  te 
ooofira  It  en  the  10th  March. 

I  could  wish  the  Sta^te  would  fav  their  Delegates  with  Dunlap'e 
paper  oonstantly.  I  should  be  glad  you  would  furnish  me  with  the 
4W0  or  three  last  papera.  Our  State,  I  understand,  have  published  «k 
bill,  which  I  have  not  seen,  respecting  the  measures  rccomviended  to 
•the  northward,  and  I  am  told  have  recited  the  recommendation  of 
Congress,  which  exposes  the  views  of  Congress;  this  was  never  in- 
tended, and  may  frustrate  their  design. 

I  am  respectfully  sir, 

y'  most  ob*  hum,  serv*, 
In  Congness,  June  17.  DANIEL  ROBERDEAXJ. 

Directed, — To  The  Ho*»«  George  Bryan,  Esquire,  Vice  President, 
Lancaster.  Daniel  Roberdeau,  York  Town. 
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PUSIDBNT  WhABTON  TO  JOSBPH  HUBLBT,  1777. 

Lancaster,  December  29ih|  1777. 
Sir, 

I  wrote  to  yon  the  other  day,  informiDg  yon  that  I  had  directed 
Bobtrt  LeTerSy  Enr.,  of  SaatoH;  to  employ  waggons,  and  send  to 
joa  a  few  barrels  o!  Indigo,  whieh  you  were  requested  to  sell,  and 
kj  oat  the  proceeds  in  woollens  and  linnen  to  clothe  the  troops  of 
t]u8  State.  Since  that  letter  was  sent,  Council  has  met  with  a 
piicel  of  linnen,  which  they  reckon  a  fortunate  Gircumstance,  and 
therefore,  I  request  you  to  purchase  woollens  only,  and  this  I  hope 

CwiU  do  with  expedition.    I  have  not  heard  whether  Mr.  Levers 
sicceeded  in  getting  waggons  or  not,  but  have  little  doubt  of  it. 

I  am  sir, 

your  ?ery  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  WHABTON,  J',  P*. 

Mr.  Joseph  Hubley,  of  Boston. 


BeSOLUTION  07  GONGRBSS,  1777. 

In  Congress. 

Deo^  29th,  1777. 

Beadved, 

Tbat  all  Persons,  Inhabitants  of  any  of  these  United  Statte,  who 
itave  voluntarily  inlisted,  or  shall  so  inlist  with,  or  join  the  Enemy 
of  the  said  States,  and  have  been,  or  shall  be  taken  in  arms,  shall 
Iw  eonfioed  in  close  Jails,  subject  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  respective 
States,  to  whioh  they  belong,  to  be  dealt  with  agreeably  to  the  Laws 
thereof,  and  that  the  Commissary  Gen'l  of  Prisoners,  and  his  Depu- 
ties, be  direetod,  ftom  Time  to  Time,  to  transmit  to  the  respective 
States,  the  Names  of  such  of  their  Citizens  who  shall  have  been 
made  Priaonera. 

Extract  from  the  MinnteB. 

GHA.  THOMSON,  Seor. 

DtUjvd  by  overriglkt  at  the  Seoretary'a  Office. 
You  VI.— 7 
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I         1 


CtooDS  SEIZED  m  Swamp  in  Bucks  Countt,  1777. 

Invoioe  of  Sundry  Woolens  belonffing  to  Joseph  Carson,  whieh 
were  seised ,bj  the  Council  of  PenasyTvania,  at  the  Great  Swamp,^ 
in  Bucks  County,  and  applied  to  the  CloHthiiig  of  tb»  Condneotal 
Troops.  Being  the  Cloathing  which  Qeneral  Washington  Ordered 
Colonel  Clement  Biddle  to~ seize. ' 

(BALES.) 

No.  88,  Containing  22  pieces  of  Plains,    373    @   80       1492 

47,  Containing  10  ys  of  B'd  Cloth,  351^  @  100       1756     & 

48,  Containing  10  pieces     do  862|  @  100       1813  15 

57,  Containing  10  pieced     do  386}  @  100  1931  5 

58,  Containing  10  pieces  do  366}  @  100  1832  10 
73,  Containing  10  pieces  do  860}  @  100  1802  10 
88,  Containing  10  p^s  of  Coating,  302|  @  100  1513  15 
94,  Containing  10  p's  of  Prize,  828}  @  100  16^2  10 

100,        q«y  7  p's  Coating,  194    @  lOO         970 

5  Bales;       qt^        48  p's  of  Shalloons^  @  £26  6   1260 

29  Coarse  Coyerlids,  @    20}         29 

16043  10 
Orders  to  the  Treasurer,  7«^  Januaxj;  1778,  7000 

9043  10 

For  £9048  10«. 

•  In  Council* 

Lancaster,  April  10th,  1778. 

Pay  to  Mr.  Joseph  Carson,  or  his  order,  the  sum  of  sine  d&ousand 
and  forty  three  pounds  and  ten  shillings,  ballance  due  on  the  within 
account,  and  charge  the  same,  with  the  order  heretofore  drawn,  on 
this  account,  to  James  Measci  Esquire,  Clothier  Qeneral  of  the 
United  States. 

THOMAS  WHARTON,  Junr.,  Presid't. 

To  David  Rittenhouse,  Esqr.,  Treasurer. 
Becei?ed  the  Contents  in  full, 

JOSEPH  CARSON. 

*  See  page  02,  and  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  8M.  897,. 
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Hsi^cJB  L.  Ljbjb  to  Pbbsidbnt  Whaeton,  1777. 

War  office,  Dec*  30th,  1777. 
Sir, 

OoDgran  have  received  such  unexpected  &  distressing  acoanta  from  ' 
Geaeral  relathre  to  the  Sitnatioii  of  the  Atmj  that  they  httire 
appointed  a  Committee  to  fall  upon  immediate  Methoda  for«tpp]jivg 
tbem  with  PtovisioBfi.    Thej  are  bo  mneb  in  Want  ol  an  instant ' 
BBpplj,  owing  to  Delays  b  Bmharaasmenta  in  th«  Oomariasary's  • 
B^irtment  &  other  un^pected  Oaoaes  that  hoirevep  plenty  we  almll^ 
litvethem  in  foture,  at  present,  at  leaat,  a  Removal  oaiof^thia  state  • 
iBost  be  the  Immediate  Conseqoenoeof  even  a  ehiort  CentiatuKBce  of '^ 
tktir  present  Gircnmstances.     An  instant  aapply^moat'bepDrooQfed 
bm  this  SteM  for  the  support  of  the  A^my  niii4il  th»  aappHea  *• 
ezpeeted  firom*^  the  neighhotiring  States-  arrive.    Aa>  it  may  give 
Umbn^  to  the  Inhabitants  the  Committee'  deplane  the  Necearity  - 
<%aie  nndte  of  sending  Officers  with  Parties  tocoUeot^noh  OatUe, 
PW  &  Grain  as  the  Army  wants,  without'  the  least  Delay,  a^  the  • 
Criaa  is  too  alarming  to  admit  of  the  Business  heing  poetponed  on 
uy  Oonsidemtion.    It  will  be  improper  to  oomnmnioate  tho  real 
Bitiation  of  the  Army,  but  with  the  utmost  Prudenoe  &>  Caution^ 
Tear  Bzeellenoy  will  th<erefore  judge  in  what  Manner  the  Oonem^ 
reaee  of  this  State  is  to  be  prooured,  aa  tht^ir  vigweus  ExertioM  «w  * 
oeoesBary  in  Co-operaUon  with  those  of  the  Committee,  vrhowiU,  at  • 
least  till  they  see  the  Business  properly  oonduoted,  as  doubtleaa  it  • 
w31  be,  by  Uie  Government  of  this  State,  be  obliged  to  ^ve  orders  ' 
for  the  takings  conveying  &  driving  all  Cattle,  Hogs,  Pdrk,  Flour  k 
Gnin  fit  for  their  Consumption,  to  the  Army,  the  Persona  employed 
for  this  Purposegiving  certificates  to  the  owners,  expressing  asnemy  • 
ispoasible  the  ¥reight  &  Quality  of  them,  &  agremg  to  pay  for  them 
atsuah  Prices  aa  ahall  be  settled  by  the  Conventaon  of  Oomittees  * 
fiea  the  several  States,  who  are  to  meet  at  N^w  Haven,  the  16th  ' 
of  Jasr  next,  agreeable  to  a  Resohition  of  Congress  of  the  22d  Nov* 
last 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

With  great  Respect, 

Your  very  obed't  Scrv*, 

PRANCI8  LIGHTFOOTLEB, 

for  the  Committee. 

The  Committee  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  them  » 
^letber  the  Proclamation  ordering  the  Inhabitants  of  York  &Com« 
berland  Counties  to  thresh  out  their  Grain  has  been  issued. 

On  the  Servioe  of  the  United  States. 

To  His  Exoellenoy,  Thomaa  Wharton,  Jr.,  Saq',  President  of  the 
Sopreme  E.  Council  of  Pennsilvania,  Lancaster. 
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Majoa  Gbnl.  Armstrono  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Camp  Eastward  of  Bartholomew8|  80th  De<f ,  1777. 
Sir, 

7oa  will  readily  recollect  tbafc  the  teDor  of  my  last  letter  to 
CkHuicil  respected  the  keepiog  up  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  thro' 
the  Winter  in  the  same  Duiubers  as  had  generally  been  done  thro' 
the  Conree  of  the  GampaigQi  and  that  this  was  the  desire  of  GeoL 
Washiagton,  at  whose  instanoe  I  then  wrote.  By  farther  reflexion 
on  this  very  important  matter,  and  taking  into  oonsideration  that 
both  hranohes  of  Qoyemment  may  now  be  concerting  measures  or 
making  preparatton  to  continue  tbi  usual  succession  of  the  militia, 
I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  throw  out  the  foUo^ing  hints.  Having 
now  been  some  time  on  this  weak  and  Exposed  station,  my  first 
thoughts  were,  thai  an  effort  towards  the  security  of  this  part  of  the 
state,  pveventing  an  intercourse  with  the  Enemy  or  Market  of  Philad* 
&o.,  wou-d  require  the  exertion  of  two  thousand  men  habitually 
thro'  the  winter,  but  wish  to  be  rightly  understood,  that  I  never 
iqianned  that  two  or  three  thousand  or  anv  other  number  of  Militia 
the  State  cou'd  be  supposed  to  send  wou^d  be  sufficient  to  do  that 
business  effectually  if  the  Enemy  shou'd  think  proper  to  oppose 
them  in  force.  I  am  however,  now  rather  of  opinion  that  one  /W- 
tand  on  this  side  the  Scuylkill  may  answer  all  the  purposes  that  are 
to  be  etpoeted,  aud  render  in  effect  all  that  service  to  this  part  of 
the  Goniitry  &  to  the  publick  that  even  two  thousand  cou'd  possibly 
do.  To  this  thousand  Foot  shou'd  be  added  about  twenty  or  thirty 
li^ht  Horse,  which  latter,  peradventure,  Genl.  Washington  may  oon- 
tnbuteu 

tif  the  number  mention'd  should  be  agreed  to,  the  Council  will 
readily  perceive  the  great  ease  to  our  Militia  at  th|p  severe  season,  as 
well  as  the  great  saving  to  the  publick  that  must  ensue.  Whether  the 
Cheneral  expects  any  of  our  Militia  to  be  station'd  on  that  side  of 
Scuylkill  where  his  Excell^  has  now  taken  post  I  cannot  tell,  but  shall 
write  to  him  by  this  Conveyance,  in  order  that  he  may  have  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  Correcting  this  opinion  if  he  think  it  wrong,  or  com- 
municating what  else  he  pleases.  At  present  there  are  on  this  station 
near  two  thousand  men,  but  in  the  space  of  two  days  Eieht  Battal- 
lions  will  be  free,  nor  can  they  be  kept  an  hour  beyond  the  time. 
The  residae  will  also  bo  free  in  some  short  time,*perbaps  ten  days, 
00  y*  there  is  danger  of  a  chasm.  I  am  now  about  settleing  some  of 
the  last  things  that  appear  necessaiy  here,  and  shall,  God  willing,  in 
two  or  three  days  begin  my  journey  to  the  westward,  being  already 
half  frozen  in  this  frigid  loan.  I  expect  Genl.  Pottef  will  come 
over  k  stay  a  few  days  longer,  at  any  rate  shall  leave  the  Adjutant 
.OiNieral  to  see^orders  executed  until  some  farther  appointment  take 
place. 
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The  betrer,  a  Light  Horaeman  of  Bucks  Coaniy,  has  bj  an  acci- 
deat  lost  his  Hone  in  our  aerrioe,  how  be  is  to  be  paid  I  have  not 
been  able  to  aasnre  him,  bat  think  him  intitled  &  beg  leave  to  reeom- 
laend  him  for  that  purpose.  However  ill  judged  the  following 
representation  may  be,  at  a  time  when  I  have  been  just  reoommending 
another  person,  I  must  only  say,  that  on  being  summoned  to  an 
evening  Council  at  Whitemarsh,  I  had  a  nice  young  Horse,  with  my 
Buldle  &  Bridle,  stole  from  the  GeneraFs  door,  had  him  put  in  the 
general  orders  by  way  of  advertisement,  with  every  other  means  of 
aearoh,  but  to  no  effect.  31st.  General  Potter  is  now  here  &  will 
remain  in  the  command  some  ten  or  twelve  days.  I  have  heard  a 
good  efaaraeter  of  a  Coll.  An'  Morris,  who  at  present  Uvea  near  the 
White  Horse,  on  the  Lanoaster  Bead. 

I  am^  Sir, 

Tour  Excellency's 

Most  obed',  humble  aery*, 

JOHN  ARMSTBONO. 

P.  S.    The  distance  &  even  uncertain  residence  of  the  pay-master 
General  has  been  matter  of  frequent  complaint,  and  now  I  borrow 
the  money  I  want,  as  are  some  of  the  county  paymasters,  as  Mr. 
Edirards  tells  me. 
Directed, 

On  Publick  Service. 

To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  the  State 
of  Peinsylvania,  Lancaster. 

ByAT^Talbort,) 
a  Bctseman.    J 


Council  to  Bbig.  Gbkeral  ABHSiaoKO,  1777. 

Li  Council,  Lancaster,  December  30, 1777. 
Sir, 

Your  letters  respectiiig  the  appointment  of  Brigadiers  have  been 
x«ad  and  the  subject  of  them  attentively  considered.  The  Council 
sre  Borry  to  say  there  are  very  few  men  in  this  State  whose  experi- 
enee  in  the  field  will  justify  an  appointment  to  so  important  a  trust, 
tad  are  of  opinion  that  the  Militia  who  nxay  be  in  the  field  may  in 
joar  absenoe  be  very  safely  entrusted  to  the  command  of  Oeneral 
Potter,  to  whom  we  have  written  by  this  opportunity,  and  we  hope 
be  will  be  induced  to  continue  with  them  during  the  winter,  or  least 
ibr  some  time. 
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We  ondMBiand  that  Ooloneil  Bull  itu-tiie  command  of  ooelmgade, 

<on  tbe  East  aide  of  Sokaylkiil,  land  from  his  knowledge  of  the  ooqd- 

try,  we  thinJc  he  may  be  aafely  eoniinued  in  this  tRut,  for  the  yree- 

^ent  imtill  we  shall  have  an  op^ottHnity  of  oonfeiting  wifth  you  in 

Gonnoil. 

There  aie  many  inooirveiiienDiee  whioh  uiBe  from  the  mppoint- 
ment  of  a  great  namber  of  General  Offioera,  which  yoor  own  good 
•aenie  will  point  oat  to  yon,  among  wiiioh  the  diffionlty  of  ezohan^ 
ing  tbosB  wUch  the  fortune  of  War  may^xow  into  the  Bnem^a 
Ihanda,  ianot  among  the  kaet. 

The  Ooimcil  see  the  necessity  of  some  relaxation  from  lihe  sefcxB 
doty  of  a  Winters  campaign,  to  a  Gentleman  of  yonr  advanced  ago, 
and  therefore  important  as  your  sertiees  iiave  been,  oaomot  do  less 
than  to  leave  this  matter  wholly  to  your  own  feelings  and  Jndge- 
menty  and  have  only  to  lament  that  yonr  health  and  Vigour  are  not 
more  equal  to  your  inclination  and  oilier  abilities  to  serve  your 
oonntry,  in  so  trying  and  difficult  a  situation. 

Directed, 
To  Major  Gen.  John  Armstrong,  Esq. 


RbSOLITTIOV  07  OONGRSSBy  1777. 

In  Congress^  Decf  81,  ^r^. 

Besolved| 

That  as  it  is  expedient  to  promote  a  speedy  reformation  in  the 
army,  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  disipline  as  odconomy,  &  the  number 
of  officers  being  already  out  of  all  proportion  to  that  of  the  privates. 
To  avoid  further  embarrasments  in  this  respect,  it  be  recommended 
to  the  governments  of  the  several  States  to  suspend  filling  up  any 
vacancies  in  their  respective  regiments,  until  they  shall  hear  farther 
from  Congress  on  the  subject 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

GHA.  THOMSON,  Beo. 
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Council  to  Gbn  Pottbr,  1T77. 

In  Cotmoily 

LaadsuBier^  Dec'  SI,  1777. 
Sir, 

The  Goancil  have  for  some  time  past  had  under  their  consideration 
the  appointment  of  Brigadier  Oenorals,  bat  there  are  so  lew. men  in 
the  State  whose  military  experience  will  justify  an.  appointment  to 
M  office  of  Bnch  importance,  that  they  have  not  been  able  to  deter- 
mine on  one  whom  they  could  wisb  to  succeed  you  in  that  command 
for  the  winter.  Especially  when  they  consider  that  it  is  but  too  pro- 
baNe  Creoeral  Armstrong  on  acco^  of  his  advanced  age  will  be  obliged 
to  quit  the  field  during  the  Severity  of  the  season.  Council  aro 
awe  of  the  peculii^  hardship  upon  you  to  be  kept  so  long  from 
your  £imily  and  private  affairs,  yet  they  cannot  forbear  requesting 
you  to  ooQtinue  at  least  for  some  time  longer,  if  not  for  the  winter. 
Major  Qeneral  Armstrong,  it  is  expected,  will  call  on  OounoO  on  his 
way  home,  and  if  any  plan  can  be  formed  with  bis  aaiiataiioe  to 
relM?e  yo«,  without  too  greatly  endangering  our  a&irs,  they  will  be 
happy  in  adopting  it.  The  burthen  will,  and  ought  to.  foil  upon 
men  qualified  for  stations  of  imp^vtance  in  time  of  difficulty  like  the 
present,  and  we  have  no  doubt  of  your  cheerfully  d(»ng  what  in  our 
<iiitrened  utnation  may  best  serve  your  country. 

there  are  many  inconvenienoies  to  be  feared  from  the  anoint- 
ment of  a  great  nnmber  of  General  officers,  which  your  good  sense 
will  point  out  to  you,  among  the  rest,  the  difficulty  of  releasing  sui^ 
as  may,  by  the  fortune  of  war,  be  thrown  into  the  hand^  of  the 
enemy  deserve  attention. 

Direetedy 
To  General  Potter. 


Presidjnt  Whartok  to  Wm.  CRispur,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster,  January  Ist,  1778. 
Sir, 

Bj  the  bearer  Mr.  William  Bradford,  I  have  sent  you  four  thou- 
ttnd  pounds  for  the  purpose  of  providing  provisions  for  the  fleet 
heioQging  to  this  State,  I  should  have  sent  a  greater  sum  but  the 
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Treasury  is  almost  exhaiisted,  I  however  hope  shortly  to  haye  it  in 
my  power  to  send  you  a  further  sam. 

lam 

with  respect 

Sir,  your  very 

humble  Serranty 

THOMAS  WHARTON,  Jan'. 

To  Wm.  Grispio,  Commissary  to  the  fleet. 


Pbesidbnt  op  Congrkss  to  Prbbidbkt  Wharton,  1778. 

;York  Town,  1-*  Jan^,  1778. 

Sir, 

The  last  address  which  I  had  the  honor  of  making  to  the  State  of 
Pennsyltania  was  directed  to  the  Hon'ble  Mr.^  Speaker  of  Assembly, 
hating  been  advised  to  do  so  by  the  Delegates  in  Congress — this 
Evening  I  remarked  a  correspondence  ftom  jaxa  Honour  to  those 
Ckntlemen  introduced  into  the  house.  Tou  will  oblige  me,  Sir,  by 
an  information  of  the  proper  Channel  for  transmitting  public  dis- 
patches to  this  State.  And  permit  me,  at  present  the  liberty  of 
sending  to  your  hands  an  Act  of  Congress  of  81**  Deeem.  for  promo- 
tioff  a  speedy  reformation  in  the  Army  in  discipline  &  oeoonomy, 
which  you  wUl  be  pleased  to  lay  before  the  proper  power.* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

with  great  Respect,  Sir, 

your  honour's  most 

obedient  Serv't, 

HENRT  LAURENS, 

President  of  Congress. 

Directed, 

On  puUic  service,  Henry  Laurens. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Pennsylvania,  &c.,  &c.,  Licncaster, 

*.  See  SBSwer  January  6,  on  page  161. 
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General  Washington  to  Presidbnt  Wharton,  1778. 

Head  Qatrters;  January  1"*^  1778. 
Sf, 

By  this  Express  from  General  Armstrong,  he  informs  me  he  is  of 
opinion  that  1000  Militia  regularly  relieved,  may  be  equal  to  effect 
the  neeessary  duty  on  the  North  side  of  Schnylkill ;  he  also  men- 
tions that  he  writes  you  to  this  purpose,  &  requires  my  sentiments 
thereon.  As  it  has  been  my  constant  desire  &  study  to  conduot 
things  in  such  manner  as  may  be  attended  with  the  smallest  ezpenc6« 
&  iiiconTenience  to  the  people,  I  readily  concur  in  this  measure,  & 
expect  it  may  be  found  to  answer,  as  2000  could  not  prevent  the 
Enemy  from  coming  out  in  force,  &  1000  may  be  a  sufficient  Check 
to  small  parties,  &  answer  all  the  purposes  of  preventing  an  Inter- 
course  between  City  and  Country. 

I  think  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  furnish  the  liffht  Horse 
the  General  speaks  of,  as  I  shall  be  obliged  to  send  those  belonging 
to  the  Army  into  quarters,  in  order  to  put  them  in  a  Condition  to  be 
fit  to  render  any  essential  service  the  approaching  Campaign. 

From  the  present  appearance  of  matters,  I  hope  I  shall  not  be 
oblig'd  to  call  for  any  assistance  of  Militia  to  duty  on  this  side 
ScfauylkiU  this  Winter^  or  if  I  do  that  the  number  will  not  exceed  2 
or  300  * 

I  am  with  great  respect, 

your  Excellency's 

0  .  most  obedient  Serv't, 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Directed, 

On  public  service. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire^  President  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Sir, 


Council  and  Assembly  to  Congbxss,  1778. 

January  2, 1778. 


The  petition  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  oopy  was  yesterdav  laid 
before  tne  House^f  Assembly.*  Others  of  a  fike  import,  we  learn, 
are  circulating  in  different  parts  of  the  State ;  and  we  nave  reason  to 
believe  they  contain  the  sense  of  a  large  number  of  our  constituents. 

*  See  answer  JTannary  8,^on  page  156. 

7* 
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The  Assembly  and  Council  have  had  a  conference  on  the  subject 
ax^d  we  are  directed  to  oommnnicate  the  matter  to  Congress. 

Should  the  scheme  be  thought  practicable  by  your  Honorable 
Body  #nd  by  the  Generali  we  shall  exert  eyery  nerve  to  cairy  it 
into  execution ;  and  we  flatter  ourselves  that  a  very  numerous  and 
respectable  body  of  the  Freemen  of  Pennsylvania  will  on  this  ooca- 
■ion  obey  our  eiuL 

The  winter  season  is  certainly  most  favourable  for  tbe  militia  to 
leave  their  homes;  perhaps  in  our  present  circomstanees  it  may  be 
also  most  favourable  to  our  operations;  this  however  is  a  point 
which  we  cheerfully  submit  to  those  whose  province  it  is  to  detei^ 
mine  in  military  matters,  and  who  at  the  same  time  are  capable  oi 
judging  what  assistance  for  this  important  purpose  may  be  timely 
expeoted  from  the  neighbouriog  Btates,  as  well  as  of  the  condition 
of  the  Continental  army  to  undertake  the  proposed  enterprise. 

It  will  be  of  great  importance,  in  ease  an  attempt  of  this  kind 
should  be  made,  that  the  militia  be  well  supplied  with  arms;  and 
we  muat  rely  on  Congress  for  their  aid  herein.  We  firmly  depend 
that  provisions  oan  be  had  in  sufficient  quantitiesi  without  interfering 
with  the  Continental  Commissaries.  But  a  considerable  sum  of 
money  will  be  wanted  for  this  purpose,  as  well  as  to  pay  the  militia 
who  have  appeared  in  the  field,  and  who  may  turn  out  on  the  pieaent 
occasion. 

We  dread  the  approaching  campvgn  should  the  force  of  the 
enemy  remain  entire  and  be  reinforced  in  the  Spring,  as  we  fear  they 
will  be :  We  are  willing  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  crush  them ;  but 
in  what  way  our  exertions  may  best  promote  this  object  we  do  not 
undertake  to  determine.  The  Council  will  be  duly  authorised,  and 
remain  roady  to  comply  as  far  as  possible  with  the  directions  of 
Congress,  and  request  shortly  to  hear  the  result  of  their  determi- 
nations. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be     * 

with  great  respect, 

your  very  humble  servants.* 

Directed, 
To  the  H'nble  Henry  Laurens,  Esq'r,  President  of  Congress. 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  404. 
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Besolutioh  or  Assshblt,  1778; 

In  General  AssemUy  of  the  Oomon  Wealth 

of  Penntjlvania, 

Friday,  Jan'y  2*,  1778. 

Whereas,  by  a  raolye  of  the  continental  Conmssof  Ju]y  the  31*^, 
1777|  it  waa  reeoilmended  to  the  executive  Anthorities  of  each  of  the 
United  States,  to  divide  their  respeotire  States  into  districts,  and  to 
appoint  a  proper  Person  in  each  district  to  receive  Men  to  fill  op  the 
regimenta  raised  in  sneh  State ;  that  they  take  good  seoarity  of  tha 
person  so  appointed,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duty,  and  rei^ 
dering  just  accounts  of  all  public  Monies  that  shaU  come  to  bis  hands ; 
and  that  they  alh>w  for  each  able  bodyed  recruit  so  raised,  vho  shall 
ittlist  for.  three  years  or  during  the  War,  the  sum  of  Eight  Dollars 
in  full  for  his  trouble  &  expence ;  that  where  no  provision  for  securing 
deserters  has  already  been  made  by  the  Laws  of  the  State,  they  give 
to  each  person  so  appropriated  full  power  to  take  up  and  secure  all 
deserters  that  shall  come  within  their  respective  districts ;  and,  where 
force  is  necessary  for  this  purpose,  that  they  direct  the  officers  of  the 
Militia  to  give  such  assistance  as  shall  be  required;  that  they  allow 
him  the  Sum  of  five  Dollars  for  every  deserter  so  taken  up  and  secured, 
in  full  for  his  trouble  and  expence  therein.  And  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  men  to  enter  the  service,  thej  shall  have  liberty  at  the  time ' 
of  their  inlistment  to  make  choice  of  the  regiment,  Troop  or  Oom- 
paay  in  which  they  will  serve,  provided  iueh  regiment,  troop  or  Com- 
pany is  not  full ;  if  it  is,  they  may  choose  any  other  regiment,  troop 
or  Company,  which  is  not  full,  which  shall  be  entered  against  their 
imme^  and  returned  to  the  officers  appointed  to  receive  such  recruits, 
who  shall,  at  the  Time  they  are  sent  to  join  their  corps,  transmit  the 
pame  to  the  General  or  commanding  Officer. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  authorities  of  each  of 
tlie  United  States,  to  appoint  convenient  places  of  rendezvous  in  their 
respective  States  for  receiving  recruits  and  deserters,  and  that  they 
transmit  to  General  Washington,  with  as  much  expedition  as  possible, 
Ihe  names  of  such  places  of  rendezvous,  in  order  that  proper  Officers 
may  be  sent  to  receive  such  recruits  &  deserters. 

That  General  Washington  be  directed  to  order  all  continental 
Officers  now  absent  from  their  corps  forthwith  to  join  them,  except 
only  such  as  the  General  shall  think  necessary  to  receive  recruits,  and 
march  them  to  the  Army. 

Therefore  Resolved,  that  it  be  recommended  to  his  Excellencyi 
the  President  or  Vice  President  in  Council,  to  appoint  a  sufficient 
Number  of  recruiting  Commissioners  in  each  County,  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid — and  he  is  hereby  impowered  to  give  one  hundred  Dollars 
over  and  above  the  bounty  allowed  by  Congress,  to  each  able  bodied 
recruit  who  shall  enter  into  any  one  of  the  twelve  Regiments  belong- 
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ing  to  the  quota  of  this  State  for  three  jeaza  or  daring  the  War, — 
And  he  is  farther  impowered  to  draw  orders  on  the  State  Treasorer 
for  sach  Sams  as  may  from  Time  to  time  be  necessary  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  the  aroresaid  boanties. 

Sesolved,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  Executive  Council  to 
appoint  Plaoes  of  rendexvous  where  it's  most  convenient  to  receive 
such  recruits  as  they  shall  inlist,  and  the  said  recruiting  Commissioners 
shall  Monthly  send  such  recruits  to  the  place  of  rendesvous,  and 
deliver  them  to  an  officer  appointed  to  receive  th  A,  taking  a  receipt 
for  them^  and  shall,  as  often  as  required,  transmit  to  the  execu- 
tive Council  accounts  of  the  Number  of  recruits  by  him  inlisted, 
ft  produce  the  receipt  of  the  officer  to  whom  they  were  delivered, 
which  shall  be  his  Vouchers  for  the  expenditures  of  the  Money  de- 
livered to  him  by  the  executive  Council.  And  the  said  recruiting 
Commissioners  are  required  to  be  careful  in  apprehending  and  secuiipg 
all  deserters  from  the  Continental  Army,  for  which  service  ho  is  to 
receive  five  Dollars,  in  full,  for  his  Trouble  and  expence  in  taking 
and  securing  such  deserters,  and  he  shall  deliver  the  deserters  to  the 
the  Officer  appointed  to  receive  the  recruits. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

JOHN  MORRIS,  jr.,* 

Cik.  of  Gen'  Ass^. 


PfiiiBiDSNT  Whabtoh  TO  Gbnsral  Washinotoit,  *1778. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster,  January  3d,  1778. 
Sir, 

Yesterday  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  first 
Instantf  which  I  communicated  to  Council,  and  it  is  with  pleasure  I 
can  assure  your  Excellency,  that  Council  is  perfectly  convinced  of  the 
Strict  attention,  which  you  have  always  paid  to  the  safety  and  ease 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  State,  The  proposal  which  General  Arm- 
strong has  made,  and  to  which  your  Excellency  has  acquiesced  in 
keeping  up  not  a  greater  number  of  the  militia  on  the  East  Side  of 
Schuylkill,  than  about  one  thousand  with  a  few  light  Horse  will 
answer  as  salutary  a  purpose,  as  double  the  number  under  our  present 
circumstances  by  which  a  very  great  expense  will  be  saved,  and  the 
good  people  of  the  State  much  less  harrassed,  objects  worthy  the 
the  attention  of  your  Excellency  and  of  the  Council. 

As  the  time  of  the  Militia  now  in  the  field  is  nearly  expired,  I 
purpose  to  order  such  classes  as  will  furnish  the  number  of  men  re- 

•  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XI.  p.  401. 
t  Bee  it  page  168. 
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quired,  and  will  endeavour  to  provide  the  Light  horae  demanded  by 
General  Armstrong. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  greater  respect 

joor  Excellencies 

humble  Servant^ 

THOxMAS  WHABTON,  jun'r. 

Dirceledf 

His  Ezoellencj  General  Washington. 


Council  to  Lieutenants,  1778 

In  Council, 1778,  January  5**. 

Sir, 

The  whole  eight  Classes  of  the  Militia  of  the  interior  counties 
hiving  been  called  into  the  field,  &  there  being  now  a  necessity  that 
a  considerable  force  be  kept  up  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  river  Schuyl- 
kill; You  are  hereby  ordered  to  draw  out,  &  send  to  Head-Quarters 
for  orders,  the  [sixth  &  seventh]  classes*  of  the  Militia  of  your  county 
as  oompleatly  accoutered,  and  equipped,  as  possible,  these  classes 
ought  to  be  sent  forward  immediately,  as  the  time  of  service  of  those 
in  the  field  is  very  nearly  expired — the  Council  therefore  recommend 
and  earnestly  desire  that  you  will  use  the  utmost  diligence  in  this  busi* 
ness,  and  have  the  men  in  the  field  as  soon  as  possible. 

If  arms  are  not  to  be  had,  they  wUl  be  furnished  ^t  the  camp. 

Yon  have  not  sent  to  Council  the  returns  of  the  Militia  which 
have  heretofore  gone  into  the  field,  which  is  attended  with  great  in- 
oonveniencies.  It  is  expected  that  yon  send  to  Council  a  return  of 
those  now  ordered  out,  without  delay,  together  with  returns  of  those 
which  have  heretofore  been  sent. 

Council  has  heard  with  concern,  that  great  delays  in  some  counties 
have  been  made  by  the  classes  heretofore  called,  and  much  time  spent 
before  they  have  marched  for  camp,  this  ought  to  be  remedied ;  for 
the  law  is  possitive,  that  the  pay  shall  commence  only  two  days  before 
they  actually  march,  &  rations  are  not  allowed  till  they  set  out,  & 
then  after  the  rate  of  20  m's  per  diem.  Enquiry  will  be  made  .con- 
cerning this  abuse,  and  proper  instructions  given  to  the  Pay  Master. 

IHneUd, 
To  Lieutenants  of  the  several  Counties. 

«  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XI,  p.  895. 
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Council  to  Cokoress,  1778. 

Jan'y  5,  1778. 
Sir, 

Council  have  been  applied  to  in  behalf  of  the  persons  arrested  last 
September,  in  &  near  Philadelphia,  in  pursuance  of  the  Resolves  of 
the  Hon*  Congress  of  the  American  States,  who  are  now  detained  in 
Virginia.  Their  Memorial*  to  Congress  &  Council  has  been  read^ 
&  their  Case  considered. 

Council  have  not  thought  it  was  pertinent  or  proper  for  them  to 
intermingle  in  this  business,  whether  the  removal  of  these  people,  as 
thines  have  turned  out,  has  been  upon  the  whole,  of  ,public  utility ; 
or  wnether  the  further  detention  of  them  is  likely  to  be  so,  is  ques- 
tioned by  many.  It  is  certain,  that  if  they  were  at  liberty,  they 
would  be  able  to  take  a  decided  part,  &  might  bo  treated  accordingly. 
Sut  as  they  were  taken  up  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  & 
not  of  Pennsilvania  merely  they  must  be  considered  as  the  Prisonera 
of  Congress,  in  behalf  of  the  Union.  Congress  in  this  view  lately 
ordered  them  to  be  conducted  to  Staunton.  Council,  therefore  refers 
their  case  wholly  to  Congress,  &  have  accordingly  informed  Alexan** 
White,  Esquire,  of  Winchester,  bearer  of  their  memorial. 

It  ought  to  be  remembered  that  an  Ezpence  of  perhaps  £  500, 
has  been  made  by  this  StatCj  in  conducting  the  prisoners  to  Wia- 
cheater. 

Direetedf 
To  Henry  LatirenSi  Esq'r.^  President  of  Congress. 

*  Sea  it  on  page  111,  also  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  395. 
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NOJf  COKHISaiONSD  0VFICER8  AND  SOLDIBBS,   1778. 

Slate  of  tie  PemisylT*  Non  Oommissionod  Offioen  k  Soldierv; 
sgreeable  to  Betams  made  Jan^^  5%  1778. 
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N.  B.  Man;  of  thoM  retam'd  fit  for  datv  aro  barefooted  aod  half 
Naked. 

hm.  FicEEEiNa,  A.  a. 


Thokas  Savaoob  to  President  Whabton,  1778. 

Pensylvania  Salt  Works,  Jan'y  5, 1778. 

I  bare  tbe  honour  to  inform  jou  that  I  have  two  pans  comnkatedi 
me  of  whieh  I  have  boiled  in  oneo,  and  draws  about  twenty  nnahek 
of  nit  from  ill  with  which  I  haya  been  obliged  to  purchase  proTi^ 
liooa.  Had  I  a  Bricklayer  &  Smith  I  should  have  a  third  pan  uf 
this  week,  whieh  would  enable  me  to  make  twenty  Bushels  ^  day^ 
vUeby  at  the  present  price  of  salt,  would  amouni  io  near  three 
bundled  thousand  pounds  ^  annum ;  but  I  am  now  without  a  man^ 
txaept  three  Carpenters  and  one  Carter*  of  Consequence  can  do 
iM)lluttg  with  the  pans  now  I  have  them  up. 
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Cap*  Sutter  and  men  are  this  day  marched  for  head  quarters  to 
get  their  discharge.  It  was  not  in  Gap*  Sutter's  and  my  power  to 
prevail  with  them  to  stay  one  day  longer.  They  have  left  the 
fieldpieee  &  some  spare  arms  &  ammnhition.  I  have  been  in  expec- 
tation of  Mr.  Davixison's  bringing  the  people  he  went  up  for  ere 
noif ;  beg  y*  may  be  forwarded  as  quick  as  possiblci  as  nothing  caa 
be  done  untill  the  come. 

Have  had  some  information  that  Council  is  inclined  to  dispose  of 
the  works.  Should  that  be  the  Case,  agreeable  to  my  articles  they 
are  to  give  me  the  refusal  of  them,  at  a  valueation  by  persons 
mutually  chosenyivith  allowance  for  wear  or  other  damage.  Should 
tbey  incline  to  sell  I  would  pay  for  them  in  Salt  if  most  acreeable. 

If  Mr.  Davidson  brings  any  money  with  him  ahould  be  elad  if  it 
where  Continental,  for  it  is  with  the  greatest  difficulty  I  can  buy 
anything  with  State  money  of  any  kind. 

I  remain  with  due  respect. 

Your  Honours 

Most  Humble  Servant, 

THOS.  SAVADGE. 

P.  S.  If  Mr.  Davidson  comes  down  again  it  will  be  necessary  for 
him  to  bring  a  Bed  and  Bedding  for  himself.  AlsO;  the  men  sent 
down  must  have  sufficient  of  Blankets  with  them. 

I  am  this  day  informed  there  his  ordered  three  hundred  of  the 
Galley  men  down  to  protect  these  works.  I  have  not  Barracks  for 
more  than  fifty  or  sixty  officefis  and  all,  neither  will  it  be  possible  to 
find  Barracks  in  the  Neighbourhood  at  this  season. 

Direetedj 

To  The  Honw  Tho^  Wharton,  jun',  Esq',  President  of  the^Hon*"* 
Council  of  State  of  Pensylvania. 

p*  fav  Cap*  Sutter. 


J.  B.  Smith  to  Col.  Matlagk,  Esq.,  1778. 

York  Town,  Jan^^  S"",  1778. 
D'Sir, 

The  letter  from  his  excellency  the  President,  &  the  Speaker  of 
the  Assembly,  was  this  morning  read  in  Congress.  As  fiu  as  could 
be  discovered,  the  expediency,  &  indeed  necessity  of  something 
vigorous  &  immediate  were  in  the  sentiments  of  the  whole  house. 
They  referred  the  letter  to  a  Committee,  viz.  myself,  Dr.  Wither- 
0poon  &  Mr.  Fulsom.  The  articles  of  arms  &  provisions  will  pro- 
bably be  a  weight.  Can  meat  be  procured  ?  We  are  informed  this 
day  that  eno'  for  6  weeks  for  the  army  cannot  be  had  of  four;  &c. 
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I  ean  htre  no  doubt.  Indeed  I  this  day  assued  oongrefls  thai  all  the 
difficulties  arose  from  the  mismaDagement  of  the  Oommissaries 
only.  It  is  probable  a  copy  of  the  letter  will  be  sent  forward  im* 
mediately  to  the  OeneraL  Possibly  the  army  may  not  now  be  in  a 
sitoation  to  support  the  measure,  as  upon  a  late  formal  discussion  on 
the  aalijeot,  when  a  Committee  from  congress  was  at  camp  on  the 
purpose,  it  was  deemed  impracticable;  &  many  officers  are  away,  & 
perhaps  as  great  a  proportion  of  the  men.  I  think  you  may  rely  on 
Coogress  haying  it  much  at  heart.  I  will  be  glad  to  knoif  par- 
ticokrly  from  time  to  time  what  [response  the]  inclinations  of  the 
people  make.  I  shall  feel  myself  [happy  in]  haying  an  opportunity  of 
gaining  to  this  state  a  reputation  on  this  head,  &  shall 

not  &il  of  ayailing  myself  of  informations  you  may  giye.* 

The  Papers  respecting  waggons  &c.,  are  now  with  a  Committee. 
Congress  appear  ayerse  to  raising  the  pay. 

WehaVe  a  letter  from  Qeneral  Smallwood  informing  of  his  haying 
taken  a  Brig  of  6  Guns  bound  from  N.  York  to  Philada.,  one  Capt. 
&  70  Priyates,  on  Board,  a  master  &  12  mariners,  &  40  women, 
offieen'  wiwes,  &o.  The  Sulkiness  of  the  Capt.  &  the  ignorance  of 
the  master,  who  says  the  loading  was  concealed  from  him,  preyented 
the  GenK  from  giying  an  account  of  what  was  on  board.  1500 
stand  (^  arms,  some  ammunition,  cloathing  for  4000  men,  or  for  4 
regiments,  which  uncertain,  some  cash,  rum,  wine,  &c.,  he  heard  of. 
My  bttt  Compliments  to  the  President  &  Gentlemen  of  the  Counoili 
ptttioularly  to  Mr.  Bryan.    With  Compliments  of  the  season, 

lam, 

*     D*.  Sir,  with  much  respect, 

y.  f«.  &  ob*.  8*. 

J.  B.  SMITH. 

Mr.  SaiD^.  Lyon  will  take  your  bags  to-morrow  morning.  When 
I  shall  haye  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  I  will  tell  you  how  mneh  y' 
ohliged.    J.  B.  S. 

C^p^  to  our  good  fr*  Mr.  Marshal. 

JHrteUdf 
To  Timothy  Matiaok,  Esq.,  Seo'y  to  Hon»»»  Council  of  PennsyU 

Yaua^at  Lancaster. 


T.  MaTLAOK  to  P&S8.  09  OONGBISS,   1778. 

Lancaster,  Jany  6, 1778. 
Sir, 

The  recommendation  of  Congress,  enclosed  in  your  fayour  of  the 
lit  instantyf  has  been  read  in  Council,  and  will  be  duly  attended  to,. 
It  will  undoubtedly  be  proper  that  all  publick  dispatches  should  be 

•  Words  are  here  lost  by  the  seaL  .  t  See  page  162. 
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directed  to  the  President  of  tbe  Supreme  ezectitive  Colmcil  of  this 
^tate.  I  shall  be  happy  at  all  times  to  receive  jour  orders^  and 
iiave  tlie  honour  to  be 

Your  honor's  most  obedient 

huinble  Ser^nt. 


Elias  Boudinot  to.  Pres  Whabton,  1778. 

^  Camp,  Jan'y  7%  1778. 

l)r.  8ir, 

I  yesterday  discharged  Charles  Dingey  from  the  Provost,  on  his 
giving  me  three  Sureties  in  £1000,  for  his  appesranoe  at  Lancaster 
•vrithin  Ten  Days.  I  promised  to  return  the  Bond,  on  your  Certifi- 
cate of  bis  being  properly  conducted  to  yoti,  but  as  I  am  bound  fdt 
Jersey  think  it  best  to  enclose  it  to  you,  which  you  can  give  up  When. 
you  please.  The  Charge  ag<  him  here  is,  his  attempting  to  go  into 
Philadelphia,  his  acknowledging  himself  a  Subject  of  King  Qeftrgb 
the  third,  and  his  refusing  to  take  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  Idlegisiioe 
to  the  State,  or  to  give  his  Parole  that  he  would  not  do  us  any  InjQTjf. 

I  have  no  News,  but  that  our  old  Friend  Kohie  is  at  last  dis- 
charged, which  I  have  informed  Mr.  Searle  of. 

>       Am,  with  Compliments  to  Mrs.  Wharton, 

Dr.  Sir, 

Tour  very  HMe  Serv't,' 

ELIAS  BOUDINOT.* 

On  the  Foblio^rvioe,  To  HisEtcellekioy  thoman  \V%ftr^n>  3tn% 
Emp*f  at  LancMter. 


Sbport  xo  and  RBsotuTioIrs  of,  ColrQRiEds 

Gbn.  Burgoyne,  1778, 

In  Congress,  Jan'y  8, 1778. 

The  Commfttee,  t6  whom  the  letters  thftt  passed  belwizt  General 
Heath  &  Qen  Bnrgoyne,  &  the  letter  from  Gen.  Burgoyne  to  Gen. 
Gates,  were  committed,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
consideration  &  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

'<  That  they  have  considered,  with  mature  attention,  the  convention 
entered  into  at  Saratoga,  betwixt  Mnjob  General  Gates  &, Lieut. 
General  Biirgoyne,  in  t3ctober  last,  &  find  that  numbers  of  the  car- 

*  See  Col.  Red.  Tol.  XI.  p.  402. 
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tooeh  boxes,  &  several  otber  articles  of  militory  accontrements, 
annexed  to  the  persons  of  the  non  commissioned  officers  &  soldiers 
in  Oeneral  Burgoyno's  army,  have  not  been  delivered  up,  and  that 
agreeably  to  the  spirit  of  tho  ccmvention,  and  the  technical  interpre- 
tation of  the  woid  *'  arms,"  they  ought  to  have  been  delivered  up. 
This  opinion  is  warranted,  not  only  by  the  judgment  of  the  most 
approved  writers,  but  by  the  interpretation  &  practice  of  British 
Oflieerfl  in  similar  cases  in  the  course  of  the  present  war;  particularly 
in  the  capitulation  of  St  Johns,  on  the  2  Nov',  1775. 

Tour  Committee  farther  report,  that  there  are  so  many  other  cir- 
eamstanoes  attending  the  delivery  of  the  arms  and  military  stores, 
-whleh  excite  strong  suspicions  that  the  cor(vention  has  not  been  strictly 
eoraplied  with  on  the  part  of  General  Burgoyne,  agreeable  to  its  true 
spirit,  and  the  intention  of  the  contracting  parties,  und  so  many 
instances  of  former  fraud  in  the  conduct  of  our  enemies,  as  to  justify 
Congress,  however  cautious  to  avoid  even  the  suspicion  of  want  of 
good  faith,  in  taking  every  measure  for  securing  the  performance  of 
the  eenvention,  which  did  not  impose  any  new  condition,  nor  tend 
to  delay  its  execution.     Of  this  nature,  your  Committee  consider  the 
Tesolution  of  Congress,  of  the  8  of  Novetnber  last,  directing  (Jeneral 
Heath,  "  to  cause  to  he  taken  down  the  name  &  rank  of  every  com- 
^miflBioned  officer,  and  the  name,  former  place  of  abode,  occupation, 
^  nee,  age  ft  description,  of  every  non  commissioned  officer  ft  private 
^soldier  and  all  other  persons  comprehended  in  the  convention  of 
<^  Saratoga."    Thb  cannot  be  considered  as  imposing  any  new  con- 
ation, but  as  a  measure  naturally  resulting  from  the  articles  of  con- 
Tention,  which  the  conquering  party  has  a  ri^ht  to  avtdl  itself  of,  ft 
which  is  strictly  justifiable,  had  no  just  suspicion  of  the  want  of  good 
iaith  in  the  party  surrendering  presented  itself.    Tour  Committee 
ve  of  opinion,  that  the  reasons  which  General  Burgoyne  adduces  for 
refoflittg  a  compliance,  are  inapplicable  to  the  case :  &  they  beg  leave 
io  obacrve  that  he  is  totally  mistaken  in  his  appeal  to  the  conduct  of 
8ir  Chiy  Cariton  and  himself,  with  respect  to  tne  prisoners  released 
from  Canada,  in  August,  1776.     For,  notwithstanding  his  expresB 
declaration  to  the  contrary,  in  his  letter  of  the  23d  November  last, 
to  General  Heath,  it  appears  from  the  original  list  of  prisoners  re- 
leued  from  Canada,  which  is  herewith  presented,  that  the  provinces, 
vmnties  and  towns  to  which  the  prisoners  released  belonged,  Were 
^  annexed  to  their  respective  names,  which,  for  the  greater  ^curity  of 
the  conquering  party,  were  in  the  handwriting  of  the  respective  pri- 
BonerB.    Tour  Committee,  therefore,  cannot  but  consiaer  General 
Burgqyne's  refusal  to  Ave  descriptive  lists  of  the  non  commissioned 
officers  and  soldiers  belonging  to  nis  army,  when  connected  with  his 
former  conduct,  ft  ill  grounded  assertion  on  this  ocsasion,  in  an 
ftlarming  point  of  vi6w,  more  especially  when  they  consiaer  that 
nine  days  previous  to  this  refusal,  he  had,  without  just  cause  given, 
&dared  in  a  letter  to  General  Gates,  that  the  public  faith  plighted 
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in  the  oonyention  of  Saratogiy  was  broken  on  the  part  of  theae 

States. 

This  charge  of  a  breach  of  public  faith  is  of  a  moat  senons  natare, 
pregnant  with  alarming  consequences,  &  deserves  greater  attention,  as 
it  is  not  dropped  in  a  hasty  expression,  dictated  bj  sudden  passion, 
but  is  delivered  as  a  deliberate  act  of  judgment,  committed  to  writing, 
&  sent  to  die  Oeneral  with  whom  he  made,  the  convention ;  and  if 
credit  is  to  be  given  to  General  Burgoyne's  acconntof  himself  in  his 
letter  to  General  Heath,  of  the  23  Nov',  he  cannot  be  considered  ''of 
''  so  light  a  character  as  to  have  acted  in  a  ^rious  matter  of  State, 
''  upon  a  sudden  impression." 

The  reasons  on  which  he  grounds  this  charge  is,  that  the  offioeis 
included  in  the  convention  have  not,  since  their  arrival  in  Massacbu- 
setts  Bay,  been  accomodated  with  quarters  agreeable  to  their  respective 
ranks }  on  which,  your  Committee  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  though 
from  the  sudden  and  unexpected  arrival  of  so  large  a  body  of  troops, 
the  concourse  of  strangers  in  &  near  Boston,  the  devastation  &  destruo- 
tion  occasioned  by  the  British  army  not  long  since  blocked  up  in  that 
town,  &  by  the  American  army,  which  beseiged  them ;  &  considering 
that  ^he  officers  were  not  to  be  separated  from  their  men,  &  that  the 
troops  could  not  be  quartered  with  equal  convenience  in  any  other 
place  within  the  limits  pointed  out  ana  described  in  the  convention 
as  there  are  not  a  sufficient  number  of  barracks  in  any  other  part  of 
that  State ;  though  from  these  and  many  other  unavoidable  circum- 
stances the  accommodation  of  General  Bargoyne*&  his  officers  might 
not  be  such  as  the  public  could  wish  or  he  expect,  yet  his  charge  of 
a  breach  of  y*  public  faith  on  thb  account  is  not  warranted  either 
by  the  letter  of  the  preliminary  articles  agreed  on  between  himself 
&  Gen.  Gates,  on  the  14  of  October,  or  by  the  spirit  of  the  conven- 
tion signed  on  the  16  of  the  same  month;  since  by  an  examination 
of  these  articles  it  will  appear,  that  the  stipulation  with  respect  to  the 
quartering  of  officers  was  not  to  be  construed  in  that  rigorous  sense, 
in  which  General  Bargoyne  affects  to  consider  it,  but  on  the  contrary 
that  it  was  "  a^eed  to  as  far  as  circumstances  would  admit/' 

Your  Committee  forbear  to  lay  any  stress  on  the  attempt  of  the 
enemy  to  alter  the  placo  of  embarkation  from  the  port  of  Boston 
to  that  of  Rhode  Island,  or  the  Sound,  so  contiguous  to  the  port  of 
New  York,  which  as  well  as  that  of  Rhode  Island,  is  at  present  in 
their  possession ;  on  the  seemingly  inadequate  number  of  vessels, 
rbeing  only  26  transports  scut  to  Rhode  Island,  as  appears  in  a  letter 
from  Gen.  Piffot  to  Gen.  Burgoyne,  dated  5  Dec,)  for  an  army  oonsist- 
ing  of  5642,  m  a;winter  voyage  to  Europe;  or  on  the  improbability  of 
the  enemy's  being  able  on  so  short  a  notice  to  victual  such  a  fleet  & 
army  for  a  voyage  of  such  length ;  since  the  declaration  of  Lieutenant 
General  Burgoyne,  that  the  public  faith  is  broke,  is  of  itself  sufficient 
to  justify  Congress,  in  taking  every  measure  for  securing  the  per- 
formance of  the  convention,  which  the  laws  of  Nations  in  consequence 
of  this  conduct  will  justify. 
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•  Tliefle  faoUi  &  opinions,  your  Committee  in  a  matter  of  snoli  high 
nomeBi  to  the  honor  &  safety  of  these  States,  esteem  it  their  duty 
to  rqiori  q>edally ;  and  considering  that  Qeneral  Bnrgoyne  has  not 
fally  eoiD|i4ied  with  the  eoBvention  of  Saratoga,  particularly  in  not 
delirering  up  the  oartonch  hozes  &  accoutrements,  that  he  has  ez- 
praaly  and  without  just  foundation  charged  these  States  with  a  breach 
of  public  faith ;  that  in  consequence  of  this  declaration,  whilst  in  our 
power  lie  may  ^m  himself  &  the  army  under  him,  absolred  from 
tbdr  compact,  and  may  therefore  have  refused  compliance  with  a 
jBeasnre  naturally  resulting  from  the  convention,  k  which  only 
tended  to  render  his  ofiScers  &  men  insecure,  in  case  the  convention 
OB  tbeir  part  was  not  complied  with  3  considering  farther,  that  from 
the  distance  between  America  k  Great  Britain,  there  is  no  opportu- 
nity  of  accommodating  this  dispute  in  any  reasonable  period  ii  time^ 
wiUi  the  Sovereign  of  the  States,  in  behalf  of  which,  this  convention 
wu  jnade,  &  that  the  operations  of  Gen.  Borgoy  ne's  army  in  America, 
woold  not  only  defeat  the  main  object  of  ^the  convention,  but  prove 
highly  pcejudicial  to  the  interest  of  these  States ;  your  Committee 
therefore  submit  the  whole  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  in  order 
that  snch  measures  may  be  adopted  ao  are  oonsiatent  with  the  honor 
&  safety  of  the  United  States/' 

Wliereopon  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolutions. 

Beaolved, 

That  as  many  of  the  cartouch  boxes,  &  several  other  articles  of 
Bilitary  accoutrement  annexed  to  the  persons  of  the  non  commissioned 
ofioers  &  soldiers  included  in  the  convention  of  Saratoga  have  not 
been  delivered  up,  the  convention  on  the  part  of  the  British  army 
has  not  been  strictly  complied  with. 

Besolved, 

That  the  refusal  of  licut.  general  Burgoyne  to  give  descriptive 
lists  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  &  privates  belonging  to  his 
anny  subsequent  to  his  declaration  that  the  public  faith  was  broke, 
is  considered  by  Congress  in  an  alarming  point  of  view,  since  a  com- 
pliance with  the  resolution  of  Congress  could  only  have  been  preju- 
t^dal  to  that  army  in  case  of  an  infraction  of  the  convention  on 
thdr  part. 

Besolved, 

That  the  charge  made  by  Lieutenant  General  Bnrgoyne  in'his  letter 
to  liajor  General  Gates  of  tlie  14  Nov',  of  a  breach  of  public  faith 
on  the  part  of  these  States  is  not  warranted  by  the  just  construction 
cf  aoy  arUcle  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga,*that  it  is  a  strong  indi- 
cation of  his  intention,  &  affords  just  ground  of  fear,  that  he  will 
ayail  himself  of  such  pretended  breach  of  the  convention,  in  order  to 
disengage  himself,  &  the  army  under  him  of  the  obligation  they  are 
wnder  to  these  United  States,  &  that  the  security  which  these  States 
hare  had  in  his  personal  honor,  is  hereby  destroyed. 
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Resolved  tbereforei  '""^ 

That  the  embarkation  of  Lieutenaat  Geoeral  Borgoyne  &  tho- 
troopa  under  his  command  be  suspended  till  a  distinct  &  explieit 
ralification  of  the.  convention  of .  Saratoga^  shall  be  properly  notified 
by  the  court  of  Great  Britain  to  Congress. 

By  Older  of  Oongress, 

HENRY  LAURENS,  Ptesident .• 
Attest  Charles  Thomson^  Seo.  • 


Maxsw*  lawiK,  D.  Q.  M,  G.,  to  Pbbst.  Whartonj  1778* 

Reading,  8th  Janr,  1778; 
Sir, 

As  if  8  probable  our  Militia  may  stand  in  need  of  Tents  next 
Campaign,  I  take  the  liberty  of  acquainting  you  that  I  have  the  dis- 
posal of  the  sails  of  four  Continental  vessels  that  were  destroyed  at 
the  Head  of  Elk  last  summer.  If  you  chuse,  I  will  have  the  sails 
valued,  &  take  them  on  acco^  of  this  State,  &  have  them  made  into 
Tents,  for  which  they  will  be  very  suitable.  Other  Camp  Equipage 
will  also  be  wanted,  and  as  it's  uncertain  whether  the  new  Conti- 
nental q'  m**  Gen>  may  chuse  to  supply  the  Militia,  request  your 
Excellency  will  let  me  know  if  I  am  to  make  the  necessary  Provition 
&c.  I  am  now  in  advance  for  the  q'  m'  Departm*  £642,15,  which 
Gen^  Mifflin  dont  chuse  to  pay,  beiug  about  closiDg  his  accot*,  request 
you  will  let  me  know  when  I  can  receive  this  and  an  additional  sum 
for  the  use  of  my  departm^ 

I  am, 

With  the  greatest  respect,  ^ 

Tour  Excellency's 
Most  obed't, 

Very  hum""  «erv*, 

MATHW.  IRWIN, 

Q'  m'  Gen>  for  the  State  of  Peonn*. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency.  Thom.  Wharton,  Jun',  Esq'',  President  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Common  Wealth  of  Penna.,  at 
Lancaster. 

*  See  the  President's  letter  enclosing  this,  Jan.  14,  p.  176. 


PENNSYLTAJ^A  ARCHIVES  1778.  '  l&I 


GsinERAi^  Potter  to  PREStDSuj;  TVbajitqn,  1778, 

SjT, 

It  10  I^ng  /sinpe  I  informed  tb6  Goancil  that  I: would  be  under  the 
o^oeasi^j  of  going  hoin.e  to  settle  Bome  of  my  affairs,  and  the  laat 
a^ooQi^  I  lu^Te  Eeoeiye4  of  Mx$.  Potter's  Indlspossition,  is  with,  ma 
a  more  ur|pent  jRe^on  than  any  other  for  my  Eeturn. 

I  anxip^s|J  request,  if  Qonn.oil  has  not  appointed  some  one  to 
Reliere  me,  thai  they  would  immediately  do  it^  or  grant  me  leaTe  of 
ahseaoe  fpr  ^190  time: 

I  am, 

With  Bespect;  ^ 

Your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient, 

Humble  Serrant, 

JAS,  POTTER. » 
Philad*  County,  Janu'y  8th,  1778. 

To  His  E^eelleucy,  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  In  Lancaster. 

^fsfoavof) 
CoL  Ball.  J 


PlBSIBBKT  WhABTON  TO  CoMMODOBE  HazELWOODi  1778. 

In  Gounoil; 

Lancaster,  January  8, 1778.' 

The  enclosed  is  triplicate  of.  my  last  letter  to  you.  Yesterday 
Ctptuu  Blewer  of  the  state  Navy-board,  called  upon  Council,  the 
mve  letter  will  ser^e  as  an  answer  to  part  of  his  business. 

It  18  the  opinion  of  Council  that  if  the  Cannon  filling  (the  touch  ' 
Ues  w^h  lead)  stores,  ftc,  be  removed  ten  or  fifteen  miles  from  the 
viter,  but  distributed  in  many  places  so  that  the  quantity  in  either 
B%y  not  be  an  object  worth  the  attention  of  the  enemy,  it  may 
'  ittsirer  better,  talcing  every  circumstance  in  view,  than  sending  them 
fort^or  fifty  miles,  and  deposited  in  one  place;  or  part  of  the  cannon 
iDigbt  be  sunk  in  the  river,  for,  as  the  season  is  far  advanced,  and 
there  is  diffieulty  in  procuring  sufficient  teams,  especially  with  ezpe-  , 
^tioQ,  it  will  therefore  be  advisable  to  return  them  almost  as  soon 
tt  they  are  safely  secured. 

*  Sm  answer  Jan.  9,  on  page  169.         See  Col.  Eeo.,  Vol.,  XI,  p.  898. 


1(58  PENNSYLVANIA  AECHIVBS  1778. 

Mr.  William  G.  Bradford  left  this  the  other  day  and  took  with 
him  four  thoosand  pounds  for  the  Commissary  and  three  thousand 
pounds  to  pay  the  boats  crews,  &o*. ;  when  the  Treasuiy  is  replen- 
ished a  further  sum  shall  be  sent  Cap^  Blewer  mention«l  to 
Oonneil  that  many  of  the  men  belonging  to  the  boats  were  married 
and  their  wives  in  a  good  deal  of  distress  for  the  want  of  protisioM, 
and  probably  if  they  went  off  their  husbands  would  follow.  If  the 
state  Navy  Board  and  yourself  should  be  of  opinion  that  fdmishing 
some  of  those  Women  with  rations  will  be  of  utility  to  the  state. 
Council  will  not  object. 

I  am  also  requested  by  Council  to  inform  you  that  they  have  had 
an  eye  towards  the  extraordinary  ezpence  which  you  must  n^ceraarily 
have  been  at,  and  will  still  continue  whilst  you  have  the  command 
of  the  fleet;  have  allowed  you  to  draw  rations,  from  the  time  of 
your  appointment  w^  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed  resolve. 

Council  have  no  doubt  of  every  exertion  of  yours  and  the  state 
navy  board  to  secure  the  stores  &c%  belonging  to  the  fleet,  as  well  as 
attentive  to  the  seamen. 

I  am  very  respectfully, 

Yours  and  their  very  humble  servant^ 

THOMAS  WHARTON,  Jun.,  Presd*. 

The  resolve,  above  mentioned  Council  is  desirous  of  reeonsideiingy 
the  result  of  which  will  be  forwarded  to  you  in  a  few  days. 

Directed f 
To  Commodore  Haaelwood. 


Pres't  Whabton  to  Brio.  Gbn.  Lacby,  1778. 

In  Council,  Lancaster,  January  9, 1778. 
Sir, 

You  are  this  day  appointed  to  be  a  Brigadier  General  of  this  State, 
and  the  Secretary  will,  by  Col.  Hart,  forward  to  you  a  Commisaiim 
empowering  you  to  act  as  such. 

Brigadier  General  Potter  has  obtained  leave  to  visit  his  ffimilj^ 
and  you  are  to  take  the  command  in  his  absence. 

Two  classes  of  Militia  from  the  county  of  York,  two  from  the 
county  of  Cumberland,  two  from  the  county  of  Northampton,  and- 
one  from  the  county  of  Northumberland,  are  now  ordered  into  the 
field;  and  the  Lieutenants  of  the  counties  of  Philadelphia  and  of 
Bucks  are  directed  to  supply  you  with  twenty  Light  Morse,  eaoh 
without  officers,  as  they  must  be  necessarily  divided  into  small  par^ 
ties,  where  officers  will  be  useless. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XI,  p.  866  and  898. 
t  See  page  151. 


PJUOrSYLVJiNIA  ABOSIVBS  1778. 1  109: 

COUKOIL  TO  THB  LiXUTBNANXS  OV  Co'S,  17T8. 

Id  ConQoil,  LaDoasteT;  January  9, 1778. 

Tvo  cla8Be8  of  Militia  from  the  coniity  of  York,  two  from  the 
ooQDtj  of  Camberlaod,  two  from  the  oouaty  of  NorthamptoOt  and 
one  mm  the  oonnty  of  Northomberiand,  are  ordered  into  the  Field  to* 
eorer  the  country  between  Sishaylkil  and  Delaware.  It  Is  neeeasary 
'tktt  a  niuDber  of  Light-bone  Bhonld  be  kept  on  the  several  foada 
foriDtdi^oee  and  other  parpoees;  youare^  therefofe>  to  prooure 
IS  soon  aa  possible^  and  send  to  Camp  twenty  aetive  yoong  men  ton  thia  < 
aerriee:  a  like  number  will  be  ordered  from  the  Oonnty  of  B.uoka. 
Thdr  horses^  anna  and  aoeoutrements,  are  to  be  valued^  and  pa^d  for 
if  lost  in  the  service.  'The  Gentlemen  who  turn  out  as  I^ffht  Hoiae- 
nen  will  be  excused  from  serving  when  called  in  their  classes- 
There  will  not  be  occasion  for  officers  in  this  corps,  as  they^nust  act 
in  very  small  detached  parties, -and  especially  as  it  is  reasonable  to 
suppose  they  will  consist  of  the  young  Gentlemen  of  the  county. 

Council  hm  this -day  appointied  John  Laeoyi  jntf.,  8Bq^,  to  be  a 
Brigadier  Oeneraly  and  he  will  take  the  command  in  the  absence  of 
Brindier  General  Potter.* . 

nidadelphia  &  Bucks,  20  light  Horse  each. 

To  the  Lieutenants  of  Philad*  and  Bucks  Counties. 


Pass'T  Whabtor  to  Qjox.  Pottbe,  1778, 

In  Council;  Lancaster,  J'anuary  9, 1778. 
Sir, 

I  received  your  sundrv  letters  which  I  have  laid  before  the  Gouo% 
dl.  The  Slst  instantj- 1  had  the  pleasure  of  writing  to  yen,  tho  it 
had  not  got  to  hand  wnen  you  wrote  your  last. 

I  have  ordered  out  two  classes  of  the  Militia  of  the  county  of 
Comberkttd,  two  classes  out  of  the  county  of  York^  one  class  out  of 
the  county  of  Northumberland,  and  two  classes  out  of  the  county  oC 
Northampton.  I  have  also  written  to  the  Lieutenants  of  tile  ooon-i. 
tSes  of  Philadelphia  and  Bucks,  desiring  them  to  send  each  twenty 
Ught-horse,  and  expressed  my  sentiments  that  officers  to  oommand^ 
them  will  be  unnecessary,  as  they  must  be  divided  into  small  partiea 
to  be  stationed  on  dtftrent  roads,  &c. 

General  Armstrong  waited  on  the  Council  and  laid  before  them  a^ 
State  of  aftdrs,  and  gave  his  sentiments  respecting  the  appointment 
of  an  officer  to  oommand  of  the  Militia  in  your  absencci  and  expect 

*  See  page  167-168.  t  ^^^  ^  See  p.  151.  .     . 
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iro:        pimrsTL^ANiA  ABcai^ts  177s.  • 

he  hM.writftn  to  yon  tberevpoii.  I  lament  that  yoa  are  under  a 
neoeenty-  of  leaving  the  Oamp  for  some  lame,  as  I  am  very  sensible 
of  yonr  important  serrioes,  yet  I  cannot  objeot  to  yonr  yisiting  your 
family  alter  sooh  a  length  of  Sefrioe  in  the  Keld.  Conneil  bad  some 
thoughts  of  appointing  Lieutenant  Col>  Laoy  to  command  the  BCIw 
Ittft^  vithovt  giving  him  the  rank'of  a  Biigadier  Gkneralj  but  on 
f itf  1  oQnsideiatioa  £ey  saw  that  it  would  give  oooasion  of  offence  to 
the  Ooloneb  wfaioh  are  now  olrdered  into  the  Vield;  and  therefore^ 
in  considtration  of  his  ntetit^  have  appbinted  hifai  to  be  a  Brq;aditr 
GhNMiaL  He  will  of  ooutte  lake  the  eommand  in  yonirmhecnpg'  ■ 
jmi  will  please  thesefore,  before  you  leave  Cavj>,  gtv«  hiiki  aiok 
i«slnwtiQna^  yoa  Uiinkmay  be  unfal. 

I  aui^  with  much  respect, 

S',  your  very  Hum.  Ser'. 

'  To  Brigadier  Qen^  Potter. 


T-mm 


f>»  •  • 


John  Lbbsbb  io  Pitas.  Whabton,  17T8. 


To  the  Hon^>*  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  ef  Peon* 
sylvania: 

GFentlemeUi 

I  conceive  it  to  be  my  Duty  ^mcqnaint  you  that  I  conceive  I  am 
no  more  master  of  any  individual  thing  I  possess;  for,  besides  the 
damages  I  hare  heretofore  Sustained  by  a  number  of  Troope  &  Con- 
tinentol  Waggons,  in  takins  from  me  8  Ton  of  Hay,  destroyed  Ap- 
ples Bufioient  for  10  hhd*  Cyder,  Eating  up  my  Pasture,  Burning 
my  Fehcel,  Ac.,  and  2  Beeves  I  was  oblig'd  to  buy  at  1«.  ^  lb.,  to 
answer  their  immediate  want  of  Provisions, -and  at  Several  other 
times  Since  I  have  Supply'd*  Betadhments  from  the  Army  with  Pro- 
tisions.  There  has  lately  been  taken  from  me  14  Head  of  Cattle  & 
4  Swine,  the  Cattle  at  a  very  low  Estimate,  to  mv  infinite  Damage, 
98  they  were  all  the  Beef  I  had  for  my  workmen  for  carrying  on  my. 
Ironworks;  I  had  rather  deliver'd  the  Beef  and  reserved  the  Hides/ 
^  Tallow,  &c.,  but  no  Arguments  will  prevail,  all  must  be  deliver'd  to 
A  Number  of  Armed  men  at  the  point  of  toe  Bayonet.  As  my  Fa> 
mily,  which  I  am  necessiated  to  maintaio,  consists  of  near  80  Per** 
ffOUB^ot  reckoning  CoUiersj  Wood  Cutters  and  other  day  Labourers^ 
day  Provisions  &  Forage  being  taken  from  me,  my  Forge  must  stand 
Idle,  my  Furnace,  which  I  am  about  oarryiog  on  must  of  ootfe- 
^uence  be  dropt,  which  will  be  a  lose  to  the  Public  as  well  as  myself^ 
Sd  there  is  so  ereat  a  Call  for  Iron  at  Present  for  publick  Use,  t 
eome  Forges  £  Furnaces-  must  of  necessity  fail  fox  want  of  Wood 
and  Ore. 


I 


Tfmmifjm^  mmw»  wfc .       vn 


viiea  tba  stroocest  ExextioDa  of  CBcBonomj  &  Fnigi|li^  ooght  ta  Im* 

npal  Ih^  ]>«0iigaft  of  &  (Uiripg  Bsmj^  who  iHr«  ^ow  iD.^(tpr  Land.  Jir 
0tnke9  m«  wiib  Hcnrror  toseea  ntimbei  of  oar  own  Offiom  Ai  SotdiirSii 
vaotonl  J  waete  4  destroy  Ibei  good  People  Pxopeitioa ;  ligr  spoh  ooqt! 
4iiot  Ui^y  JOosIsc^.  tho  Gi^bea  (bay  seak  to  QVUBtaio.  Ipatoad  <ff  JTa- 
difliooa  moo  appointed  in  oveiy  Township^  or  aa  tko  Cwe  may  i^ 
fun,  to  Pn^ortion  the  Oena^da  ^ual  aooor^ipg  tq  the  Ciroam^; 
rtaacaa  of  orary  Fanner  &  tbe  genAxi^l  bi^pefit  of  the  wbola^  U^oao, 
Bea»  undor  the  Shadow  of  tho  B^onet  &  th«  appelUUion  THotjt  9c^ 
as  they  Ploaae,  onr  Wheat,  JE^ej  Oata  &  H&y  l^k^n  away  al  d^awJM 
tion  and  Shamefully  wae^i^^d  oi^r  Oatue  destxoy'X  I  know; 
Nme  Farmers  who  have  not  a  Bushel  of  Oats  left  for  Seedj  nor  Beef. 
ndheient  for  their  own  Consumption^  while  so^e  others  V>80  <iothi|ig^ 
as  a  man  who  baa  100  head  e(  Cattle  lost  iu>t  one;  saoh  Pro^eed^, 
ifigji  I  think  to  be  very  Partial.  Many  Farmers  are  so  much  dis4. 
acmrag'd  by  aaoh  Cpndaot^  that  I  have. heard  several  say  t^ej  ^onld» 
neither  Plow  nor  Sow  if  tbis  takea  plaee;  the  oonseqpenoe  may  be* 
aasily  &rsee%  unless  some  Speedy  &  Effeotual  method  be  tal^en  to. 
pat  a  atop  to  suoh  irregular  Proceedings,  and  enoooragement  &  Pi?h 
teetien  extended  .to  the  good.  People  of  this  Commonive^tb^  X{ 
Shadder  at  the  Oaasequenfte. 

I  humbly' submit  the  whole  to  your  Serious  Consideratiopy  a^idi 
remain 

Qentlemen, 

Tour  Obcd*  flum««  Sorv*. 

JOHN  LESHEB. 
Oley,  9th  January,  1778. 

To  the  Hon'ble  Thomas  Whaaton,  Piesident  of  thd  Bxecniaf^) 
Cooneil  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Laneaster. 


R,  M'Calbstbr  to  Pbbsident  Whartok,  1778. ' 

Hanover  Town,  Jan' 9thy  27f& 

I  have  had  the  Hon.  to  Beeeive  y  Letter  of  the  5th  InatfH^^ 
&  Bispatehed  €opey a  thereof  Imedetly  toraU  the  Subs  in  the  County, 
and  hope  to  have  what  will  March  on  there  way  m  a  few  days.     ^^  ^ 

Bespccting  the  Money  I  Beo^  from  y'  Ezefency  to  hier.Substi-. 
hiiesy  &e.,  it  wass  Divided  Eaqully  amongst  the  Lieu^     I  have  for* 
Sometime  been  Calling  on  them  for  it,  and  as  yet  h^tb  not  Rec' 
tty  but  from  two^  but  Eipeot  in  a  Terrej  Short  time  to  Discharge  * 


iStt  mm  to  Gbtmeili  ft  pty  htto  Ae  ireeAerer  the  if oiiey  Oolooled 
iftief ,  as  fiMt  is  FMsable  it  Can  be  Goleeted^ — the  4  Chsses  CosltBg^ 
Altogether  hsAf  Given  us  nnieh  IKflicQUy,  ft  the  People  is  Yervey 
Rtutey.  Howererj  we  are  Doioff  Ererv  thing  ia  onr  Voweit  nol  t<^ 
Bistrert  the  poor  too  mueh,  whidi  ire  have  Orate  BmnherB  ^of^  bsi 
hope  to  be  able  to  Give  a  midling  Good  ae'  in  a  short  time. 
'  A  Deputy  Oomasory  ft  Qeartermaster,  or  to  Purohes  &•  Delirer 
otti  Ibrage,  hath  been  apoiented  in  this  town  this  fall,  and  there  be* 
iflg  no  ofiser.ib  this  Plaoe  bat  myself,  the  Oomeserey  woent  Ddiver 
oat  withoatmy  orders-— there  being  a  €Frate  Beooarse  this  way,  and 
ft  Number  of  Soldiers  pass  &  Repassing  allmost  Everey  bower,  Aait 
I  am  Called  on  ten  to  twenty  times  p^  JDay  and  my  one  Bosness  sof- 
ling.  I  Cant  Stand  and  See  the  Somerey  wantiog— I  have  to  Exa- 
min  thire  Papers  ft  write  them  orders,  so  that  Between  that  and  the 
Hffitia,  my  whole  time  is  Consumed  to  the  Preddioe  of  my  family 
ft  am  not  able  to  saport  it,  and  without  a  Remraey  will  in  ray  one 
defenee  be  oblidged  turn  the  Oomission  I  now  have  from  y  Exelea* 

2  1  am  and  allways  hare  been  willing  ft  desireous  to  do  Everey 
tng  in  my  Power  for  the  Good  of  the  Oountry,  but  supose  no  per-^ 
sen  18  to  Spend  his  time  forhothing,  the  many  appleea^ns  Arem  the^ 
Niiitia  and  the  other  Distroys  my  whole  time  nearly,  before  1  have 
been  CaHed  upon  by  the  Eioldery.  I  never  the*  of  Ohargeisg  for 
t)ie  Loss  bowers  in  the  Milit  busness,  but  now  Nesriy  my  whole  time 
is  taken  up. 

I  have  the  Hon'  to  be, 

Y'  Ezeleooya 

Most  ob^  Hum.  Scrvent, 

B.  M'CALBSTBR. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Ezel.  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq'*,  Presedent  of  tlie  Bxe^ 
Ooineil  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


JOHH  BONDPIBLD  TO  PrESIDBNT  WflARTOISr,  1778. 

.     ,  Bordeaux,  10th  January,  1778. 

Philadelphia, 

The  Honw  Tho^  Wharton,  Esq'. 
Sear  Sir, 

^  Being  up  to  the  10th  January,  you  naturally  would  expect  deoi* 
rive  Steps  taken  by  Great  Britain;  by  all  accounts  we  receive,  they 
appear  very  anxious  for  the  Fate  of  their  army  under  Gen*  Howe. 
G^  Haldiman,  who  was  on  leave  of  absence  in  Switxerland,  is  called 
home,  and  its  reported  is  to  take  the  Command  of  the  Northern 
Army.    Lord  Amherst  ft  Q'  MuiTay  is  also  named  amonghst  Ac 


Oen^  to  be  fmplofi  tke  owiidBg^  OusimigD.  We  flatter  ennelTes 
tUt  Oen'I  Howe's  umj  will  not  be  able  to  reeiat  this  Winter 
Gaaqiaign.  Eniope  aie  nnaaimoiia  thai  Britain  is  not  able  to  Send 
a  Seeona  army.  We  wish  to  hear  of  yoor  being  onee  more  rMton4 
to  jonr  happy  dwellings.  We  are  informed  from  PariSi  that  yoot 
Commissionera  of  Congress  have  concluded  a  treaty  with  ihif 
Kingdom,  Spain  k  Portugal;  if  real,  we  may  expect  protection  to 
yoor  Ships,  which  will  be  the  effectual  means  to  throw  into  America 
the  various  Goods  necessaiy  for  your  subsistence,  and  thereby  re^ 
dace  the  price.  Whh  my  Sincere  wishes  for  your  health  &  welffare^ 
I  Remain, 

Dear  Sir, 

Tour  very  hhb.  Serv*. 

JOHN  BOJTOFIBLD.  . 
JMndedf 

To  the  Hon'ble  Thomas  Wharton,  Jnn'.  Esq',  President  of  Oom^ 
dl  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvaniiii  in  Pennsylvania. 


TUCOTHY  PlOKBRIKa  TO  PaiSIDBNT  WhARTON,  1778. 

Camp^  Jan^j  10,  t7T8. 
Sir, 

Seventy  five  bundles  of  printed  Journals  of  Congress  were  a  few 
flays  since  lodged  at  my  quartern,  and  I  am  directed  by  his  Ezcel- 
lency  General  Washington  to  send  tihe  Same  forward  to  Tork-Town^ 
I  could  light  on  no  waggons  bound  immediately  thither,  and  hav^ 
fterefore  deHvered  them  to  the  care  of  George  Btober,  "^aggon 
Master,  who  was  going  with  three  covered  waggons  directly  to  l^ui^ 
cttter.  Not  knowing  any  gentleman  there  to  whose  care  I  could 
£reet  them,  I  have  taken  the  fteedom  to  order  Mr.  Btober  to  apply 
to  you,  and  I  beg  you  will  be  So  kind  as  to  direct  him  to  some  suit^ 
ible  person  to  whose  charge  they  may  be  committed,  tall  they  ean 
he  fcnrarded  to  Tork-Town.  The  importance  &  value  of  these  pa<i> 
pen,  I  hope,  will  be  a  suflicient  apology  for  my  addressing  them  to 
yoQ,  as  I  am  ignorant  of  every  other  public  character  in  the  place. 

I  have  also  delivered  to  Mr.  Stober  a  pine  b<»c,  marked  under  the 
ky  hole  with  my  name.  This,  I  beg,  may  be  taken  charge  of  with 
the  papers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir,  your  mostobed*  Serv^ 

TIM.  PIOEBEDiai  Adjt  Geu'L 
I>vr€ei€df 

To  the  Hon'bk  Thomas  Wharton;  Ssq'.j  President  of  the  Council 
of  Pennsylvania!  at  Lancaster. , 


It4         f&iitstLyA3sn:k  ^asxtsisres  in^ 

I  .T,  M^iTUCKTO  Board  or  Waii,  1W8,  . 

9 

Xancaster^  18  ik  January;  I77S. 

Sir*.  .    '.  ■  •      - 

Col  CurtiA  Orubb,  of  Lebanon,  aab-lieuienant  of  L.  County,  baa 
jfor  some  time  past,  taken  care  to  provide  Guarctn  of  Militia  fior  the 
/safety  of  the  WarUke  ntores  which  are  lodged  there,  &  also  for  the 
'4ue  restraint  of  the  Hessian  prisoners,  .who  were  not  remoTed.  He 
represents  to  Council  the  difficulty  of  drawing  out  sufficient  numberSi 
ft  the  needless  ezpence  of  pay  &  rations,  when  the  duty  might  be 
with  greater  oonfidenee,  assigned  to  a  party  of  the  Continental  Troope, 
now  quartered  here.  At  his.  request,  &  as  Council  join  with  him  in 
sentimenLl  am  directed  to  lay  this  matter,  thro'  you,  before  the 
board  of  Wat:. 

The  Colonel  also  suggests,  that  it  is  worthy  oonsileimtioii, 
l^hether  the  prisoners  ought  to  be  kept  at  aplaee  where  steras  of  sooh 
value  and  oonsequenee  are  lodged* 

lam, 

Sir, 
T.  M. 


i*ta«hii^ 


'WiLtuic  (iB,tMTm  TO  Prbsidknt  Whakton,  1778. 

PefLT  Sky '  . 

.  Cofeud  Nicola  has  apiJjed  to  me  for  his  Bations  as  Town  M%}a<r 
foi;  tl^e  Cfity  of  PhiK  I  settled  with  him  .Untill  some  time  in  Sept^ 
i  sf  p^eheud  that  after  the  City  was  l&keu,  he  had  no  Bight  if 
jEUtions  as  Town  Major-^yonr  f>ireotioD8  will  Qoyem  me.  Like* 
wise  Colonel  Helohior  has  apply'd  to  me  for  one  yeairs  Bations  as 
^arrack  Master  General,  at  6  Bations  ^  JDay.  J  recommend  bim 
V)  you,  a^  I  Never  had  an  order  to  supply  him  with  Batmna.  i 
should  be  g^ad  if  tdere  was  a  fixed  Pnee  for  such  Bations,  ^s^  U^ 

giis  exhausted  Country  there  is  hardly  any  such  thing  as  Procuring 
eeL  The  Officers  of  the  fleet  Is  settling  their  accounts  with  me 
up  to  the  1st  of  the  year ;  some  I  have  got  to  take  Money,  I  there* 
fore  hope,  by  Mr.  Bradford,  I  shall  have  a  further  supply  of  that 
ISfec^iaary  article.  I  haye  paid  some  of  the  Officers  3f.  9d,  a  Ba^ 
^ons  of  all  species,  which,  as  things  is  Nowj  I  BeUeye  is  horn.  Sf 
what  the  Continental  officers  are  allowed. 

lam  with' Bespeot, 

yours  to  serve. 

WM.CBISPIN. 
Trenton,  Jan>44«^,  177*.  * 
Directed^  •'  ^ 

^  9b  His  Bxoellen^  Thomas  ^W%arton,  Ehqr.^  PMid6il«  of  4he 
State  of  Pennsylvaniay  at  Laneaster.  * '  i"* 
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JOSSPH  WtSKBUlbM  TO  PaBJElIDSirF  W&AR9oir,^1778. 

•    I  * 

t 

Bdletne,  U«i  Jail',  1778.  " 

Br,  ..      . 

Yoor  ExoelleBcys  Letter  of  tha  9*^  IiiB^jOaiiie'to  baiid  yefltefd«sr« 
ind  the  Order  therein  eoBtain'd,  respect'g  the  RuBiiig  »  Troop  of  li 
Horse  ia  this  County,  your  Kxcelleney  may  be  aBiur'd  u^fil  bf 
ezeent'd  with  all  {)o«sible  panctoality  and  diapatck.  t 

But  I  am  sorry  to  fina  no  more  Sncourag^ment  given  to  tb4l 
lerria,  aa  not  to  allow  aomelhiog  for  the  Uae  of  the  HoraeS)  wbiell 
I  think  ia  something  Very  Considerable,  as  they  moat,  from  the 
Nature  of  the  serviai  De  much  reduo'd  in  Yalne  in  the  Gonie  of  tw# 
moDths. 

Shoa'd  it  be  consistent  with  yonr  Ezoelleac/a  Judgment,  abon'd 
lie  glad  some  compensation  mite  be  made  in  the  above  ease.  ' 

I  woa'd  further  beg  leave  to  mention  to  your  Szeellenoy,  thai 
Our  Late  Troop  of  L'  Horse  hath  aot^  yet  been  p',  nor  oan  th^ 
Kgn'g  a  pay  roll  be  procur'd  from  the  Qen'l,  tho'  I  belqve  it  is 
slWd  they  have  done  their  duty. 

I  am  now  aa  Busey  as  possible  Gollect'g  Sub*  money,  &o.|  and 
hope  ere  long,  to  render  a  handsome  sum. 

My  best  wbhes  attends  your  Ezcellenoy  &  the  Honb*  Gounoil, 
lad  have  the  hon'r  to  be, 

your  Ezoel^  most  obt* 

Ahum^aarv^, 

JO.  EISKBRIDB. 

Directed, 

To  Hia  Ezcellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esqr.,  President  of  State 
Peaaaylvania.  .  .   \ 

ip.  M.  Tagart. 


»  ' 


Samubl  Huk7eb  to  Pebsibkitt  Whartw,  1778. 

Fort  Augusta^  14th  January,  1778, 
Sir, 

Toon  of  the  5^  Ins*  I  received  yesterday^  ordering  out  the  fifth 
dass  of  the  Militia  of  this  County,  which  1  shall  pay  due  regard 
to  all  the  orders  I  receive  from  Council,  but  beg  leave  to  acquaint 
JQu  what  confusion  these  Frontiers  is  in  at  present,  in  regard  of 
the  Indiatis  Gommiting  Hostilitys ;  there  has  beeU  two  men  killed 
k  idalped  by  them  leady,  near  the  Oreat  Island.  One  the  23d  of 
last  mouthy  Bear  the  nouth  of  Pia^  Greek;  wUoh  eeoaaioned  the 


Inhftlntftiita  to  Asseinble  in  two  or  three  difierent  plaoea  in  that 
Qoaitar^  ibr  (keir  own  prwervatioii.  Lien'l  OoFl  ^iitis  cameTlown 
to  me  to  Consult  what  was  best  to  be  done,  as  there  was  several 
Induin»  seen,  npoQ  which  I  <irdered  ont  three  Glasses  of  Gol'l  Long's 
Battalion,  that  lives  on  the  West  Branch,  to  Embody  themselvea 
Imediatdj  nnder  his  own  Command,  as  he  is  an  Excellent  Good, 
•Woods  man,  and  nse  all  means  to  come  np  with  them  sav&ges,  but 
fcr  all  the  seonfes  he  kept  out,  there  was  another  of  the  Inhabitants 
kf]rd#ad  Bea^>ed  the  first  of  this  months  abont  two  miles  above  the 
Oreat  Island,  and  Eleven  Indians  seen,  bat  our  People  pnrsned 
them  (as  there  had  fell  a  snow  which  enabled  onr  men  to  track),  and 
killed  two  of  the  Indians,  the  others  fled,  and  was  pnrsned  a  great 
ways,  bnt  onr  men  eoidd  not  come  np  with  them,  and  they  turned 
bade  to  their  ikmilys,  which  is  suffering  at  this  inclement  season  of 
tho  J^f  AS  they  are  afraid  to  live  in  their  own  Houses. 

The  Oenerality  of  the  Inhabitants  docs  not  think  it  prudent  to 
let  any  ont  of  the  County  at  this  present  call  for  the  Hiliria,  when 
the  Frontiers  is  like  to  suffer  bv  a  cruel  savage  enemy ;  suppose  X 
have  Given  them  Ordera  to  be  in  Readiness  to  march  the  2&^  Ins* 
to  Head  Qoarters,  yet,  at  the  same  time,  would  be  desirious  to  have 
an  answer  from  Council 

I  am  S%  your  Excelencys  most 

obed*  Humb*  ServS 

SAMUEL  HUNTER. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Ezcelenoy  Thomaa  Wharton,  Junr.,  President  pf  the 
Executive  Council,  Lancaster.    ^  Ensign,  Yalintin  Gaigher. 


PfiSSiDENT  OP  CoKaREBS  TO  Pbesidbnt  Whabtok,  1778. 

Tork  Town,  14*^  January,  1778^ 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  your  Excellency  the  1st*  Inst., 
since  which  I  have  received  none  of  your  favors. 

I  now  inclose,  for  the.  State  of  Pennsylvania,  a  very  solemn  k 
important  Act  of  Congress  of  the  8th  Inst.,  for  suspending  the 
emDarkation  of  Lieut*  General  Burgoyne  &  his  Troops  until  tha 
Convention  of  Saratoga  shall  be  .distinctly  and  explicttly  Ratified  by 
tile  Court  of  Great  Britain  &  properly  Notified  to  Congress* — a  mea« 
sure  which  Congress  after  long  &  dispasaionate  consideration  judged 
to  be  equally  justifiable  &  necessary,  &  ore  therefore  confident  their 
Resolutions  will  be  confirmed  by  the  approbation  of  all  their  con* 
atitucnts  in  these  United  States,  who  are  most  nearly  concerned^  & 

•  See  Bapcrt  and  tsBohes  on  that  saljtet,  page  14^ 
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«  vdTptfmiaAd.tUi  the  jnsUbe  A  Mod  poHcy  of  ibe  Asi  MI  le 
sdcBOvledged  by  erery  disintareBted  UDart  in  Sorope. 

I  hftva  the  honour  to  boj 

.    .  with  great  Begaid^  Sir, 

joor  Excellency's 

most  boinble  servant, 

HEN&Y  LAUBBNS, 

Prendent  of  Congfess. 

His  Excellency  Tb&mas  WhartODi  Esquire^  President,  Penns^U 
faoia. 


Bbsolutionb  of  Oohoiibss,  1778. 

In  Congress,  Jan'  15%  1778.    * 
SesolTedi 

That  one  or  flu>re  proper  persona  be  Immediately  employed  by 
tbe  board  of  war  on  the  beat  terms  in  their  power,  to  pnrdiase  thirty 
tiwosand  barrels  of  floor  or  wheat  equivaleBt,  and  have  it  groimd 
iaio  ienr,  and  to  depomt  12,000  bsmls,  part  thereof,  at  or  neai^ 
Lftaeasler;  8000  barmls  at  or  near  Beading,  6000  barrels  at  or  near 
Bethkhem,  2000  barrek  at  Downing'a  town|  and  2000  barrelsr 
it  Pote^pove. 

That  the  eonimissiotter  or  eommissioiien  empbyed  to  eteoaCe  this 
Basinsss  hare  fall  p6wer  and  aialhoiiiy  to  employ  all  mills,  milt^a 
lad  eoq>en.  neoessary,  on  the  best  torma  they  can,  to  oompleat  the 
said  qnanld^  of  fionr  with  all  possible  expedition. 

That  the  oommissioner  or  oommissioners  be  impowered  to  hare  or 
impress  Waggons- sufficient,  to  make  th^  necessary  transportation,  of 
the  floor  to  the  places  where  it  is  to  be  deposited,  and  pay  the  hire 
of  the  said  Wsggons  at  the  same  rate  paid  by  the  Quarter  inastet 
goeral. 

That  the  board  of  War  be  impowerd  to  limit  the  prices  to  b0 
giTen  for  the  said  wheat  and  flonr,  and  to  give  sneh  orders  and 
aireetioQs  to  the  commissioners  as  they  shall  think  proper  or  neces^ 
feuy  from  tee  to  time,  Provided  that  n6  Umitatfon,  to  be  made  by 
the  Board  of  War  with  respect  to  price,  shall  contravene  any  acts  cf 
tbe  legislatnre  of  Pennsylvania,  or. any  of  the  sre^olations  that  may 
be  made  hereiAer  by  the  Convention  of  Committees,  which  is  to 
meet  at  New  haven  in  Conne  on  this  fifteenth  day  of  January. 


ITS  rEUfSSTLYAXIA  ABCHI7IS  ITZS 


Iliaitliflte  VbiguaneBf  beuig  establkfied  wUbotibtfe  iBtavfimor 
of  the  GommisBury  General  or  his  Offioera,  shal},  when  ITeeeMKiyy 
be  ordered  nnder  the  Direction  of  the  iflBuing  oominivpiurjr  K^qeral  bj 
the  board  of  War. 

That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  rapport  the  oommiaaioDen 
in  the  ezecntion  of  their  Duty  with  Military  force  if  necessary. 

That  the  Board  of  War  be  Inhpowered  to  direct  the  said  commia- 
aionera  to  purohase  any  fat  cattle,. salted  meat  with  in  their  tours 
through  the  oonntiyi  on  the  best  terms  in  their  power,  and  deliver 
the  same  to  the  Commissary  Oeneral  of  issues  or  his  DeputieSj  taking 
accountable  receipts  for  what  they  so  delivered*. 

That  the  Board  of  War  enquire  of  his  Excellency  Thomas  Whar- 
toUi  Esq'r,  president  of  the  Council  of  the  8tate  of  Pennsylvania, 
what  measures  have  been  taken  by  the  legislature  of  that  State  for 
laying  up^magaaines  for  the  army ;  and  if  it  should  appear  to  the 
Board,  after  such  enquiry,  that  measures  for  that  purpose  have  been 
taken  adequate  to  the  present  critical  situation  of  the  army  with 
respect  to  supplies,  they  be  authorised  and  directed  to  suspend  the 
ejcecution  of  the  whole  or  auoh  parts  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  as 
they  shall  deem  most  conducive  to  the  general  weal. 

Besohed, 

That  the  Board  of  War  be  anthoriied  to  direct  Coll.  Flower  to 
make  a  Contract  with  Mr.  Whitehead  Humphreys  on  the'  terms  of 
the  former  agreement  or  saeh  other  as  OoH.  Fbwar  shall  deem 
•qnitaUe,  for  making  a  ^ oaatity  of  Steel  for  the  sapply  of  the  Coiii 
tinentalartiioers  and  works  with  that  necessary  artide;  and  aa  the 
Iron  made  at  the  Andover  works  only  wfll  with  OeHunty  aaawa^ 
the  pnrpose  of  making  Steel,  Coll.  Ftower  be  direoted  to  afyply  iA 
the  €h(vemment  of  {(^  Jersey  to  put  a  proper  peraoa  in  poaodsmoii 
of  these  works  (the  same  belonging  to  persons  who  adhere  to  tlia 
anemiaa  of  tb^se  States)  npon  sooh  leran  as  the  Govegwnent  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey  shall  think  pro|»er :  and  that  OolL  Flower  oott* 
liiioiwSth  the  said  portfoa  for  aueh  quantity  of  insB  .aa  he  aWU 
think  the  service  requires. 

Jtesolved, 

That  a  Letter  be  written  by  the  Board  of  War  to  the  Governor  £ 
oouncil  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  settina  forth  the  peculiarity  of 
ihe  demand  for  these  works,  being  the  only  proper  means  cf  pro- 
omriog  iron  for  steel,  an  article  without  which  the  service  must 
Irreparably  suffer;  and  that  the  said  Governor  and  council  be 
desired  to  take  such  means  as  they  shall  think  most  proper  for 
fatting  the  said  works  in  blast  and  obtaining  a  supply  of  iron 
without  daisy. 

Eztact  from  the  minutea 

QHAS.  THOMSON;  Seo'y. 


laBBNaZLTi&KUL  ABGHimtB  I71K  WL 

Cmcmj^ — CovmoL  to  .Oqmm^s  io  covlbjs  OimtSsQ^ 

177a. 

Lancaster,  January  15*^|  1778. 
Sir, 

Conndl  had  an  opportanitj  of  knowing  something  of  the  natnre  of 
tie  wants  of  Gentlemen  of  the  arm  j,  by  seeing  the  catalogues  exhibi* 
ted  by  some  few  officers.  With  concern  they  observej  that  articles 
rf  meer  superfluity,  &in  the  present  distress^  quite  beyond  the  finances 
of  any  prudent  man,  are  expected  to  be  furnished  under  extraordinary 
powers,  which  nothing  but  the  naked  condition  of  soldiers  in  this 
melement  season  could  warrant;  powers  w^^  if  continued,  would 
oterbear  Commerce  &  Manufacture,  &  prevent  future  supplies.  Fine 
beaTer  Hats,  Gold  Laced  Hats,  Silken  Stockings,  fine  Cambrick,  and' 
other  expensive  articles  of  Dress,  can  not  be  supposed  to  be  goods 
within  the  meaning  of  Congress,  in  recommending,  nor  within  the 
intention  of  the  Legislature  in  providing  for  the  distresses  of  a  suf- 
fering army.  Scarlet  Cloth  too  is  thought  improper  to  be  worn  on" 
dnW,  in  the  case  of  a  war,  wherein  the  enemy  greatly  use  that  colour. , 

I  am  therefore  directed  by  CouncH,  to  guard  you  figainst  any  mis-» 
eoDstroction  of  the  powers  riven  to  you,  by  the  late  act  of  A.,  intituled 
an  Act,  &o.,  so  as  to  provide  for  demands  of  this  nature.  Far  from 
Coautenaoeing  any  thing  like  these,  it  is  their  wish  to  promote  firu- 
gslity,a8  in  other  prudent  States.  It  is  certain  that  neither  the  pay 
of  these  Gentlemen,  nor  the  funds  of  the  Commonwealth  will  admit, 
of  more  than  what  decency  &  warmth  require.  .-So  far,  hut  i^o  farther' 
you  are  to  extend  your  provision. 

As  Council  are  asking  the  advice  of  the  General,  about  the  manner 
of  distributing  Clothes  in  their  hands  to  the  privates  in  our  Battalions. 
tboy  also  havo  mentioned  to  him  what  the  Commis"  are  impowerea 
to  do,  and  that  the  reasonable  wants  of  the  officers  may  be  stated  in 
order  to  a  proper  distribution.  It  is  expected,  in  the  meantime, 
that  Col.  Johnston,  who  is  to  deliver  out  the  goods  by  our  order  or 
that  of  Assembly,  wiU  appear,  or  let  another  be  named,  that  no  need* 
len  delays  be  given. 

To  the  CommisaioneTs  app'  by  the  General  Assembly  to  eolleol* 
doi^hiag. 


nr         runssltanza  ABCHnnB  irrei 

In  Council, 

Lancaster,  January  15**|  1778. 

Sir,     '    ' 

.  Th9  encloBad  recommendation  of  tbe  hon'ble  bpnse  of  Gene^ 
Jt^ssembly  of  tbis  State,  founded  on  a  recommendation  of  ConeresSf. 
bas  been  repeatedly  under  consideration.  As  we  are  persuadea  that 
however  it  may  be  in  other  states,  we  cannot  reasonably  expect  lo 
tbis  state  where  property  is  in  general  very  equally  divided,  that 
farmers  will  exert  themselves  to  enlist  their  neighbours'  children  in 
the  service,  or  even  the  labourers  which  they  feel  themselves  in  great 
want  of,  and  Council  can  devise  no  means  by  which  we  can  hope  so , 
effectoallv  and  expeditiously  to  raise  our  quota  of  troops,  as  by  the 
officers  of  the  battalions ;  If  this  measure  shall  meet  your  Excellency's 
approbation,  we  request  that  you  will  please  to  select  two  out  of  each 
for  this  purpose  and  give  them  orders  to  repair  to  the  several  coontiea 
18  soon  as  may  bo  on  this  important  servioe.^ 

A  sum  of  money  will  be  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Lien*' 
tenants,  or  other  suitable  persons,  to  pay  the  bounty  of  one  hundred 
dollars  ordered  by  the  Assemblv,  over  and  beside  the  bounty  given , 
by  Congress,  to  each  able  bodied  recruit  who  shall  enter  any  or  the 
battalions  belonging  to  the  quota  of  this  State,  for  three  years,  or 
during  the  war :  The  words  of  the  recommendation  are  of  the  '^  twelve 
battalions,^'  but  we  understand  it  t6  have  been  intended  to  all  the 
l^ttalions. 

'  Council  had  some  tiiiid  since,  set  on  foot  a  collection  of  coarse 
ifoolens,  blankets,  shoes  &o.,  to  be  sent  intoihe  common  fund  in  the' 
hands  of  the  Clothier  General.     Very  lately  Congress,  departing  ^ 
flrom  the  former  system,  resolved  that  each  state  do  endeavour  to 
supply  the  present  necessities  of  its  troops.      Agreeable  to  this, 
Council  immediately  proceeded  to  bring  a  large  quantity  of  woollens, 
i^hich  was  concealed,  or  neglected  in  Bucks  County*  to  the  supply  of 
the  distressed  Soldiers jjThe  Taylors  have  made  considerable  progress' 
in  making  them  un.    They  calculate  that  thoy  will  produce  near  one 
thousand  coats  and  waistcoats  for  privates,  and  a  few  breeches,  these 
goods  seem  not  so  fit  for  officers,  except  some  surtouts  would  be^ 
thought  fiooeptableu    Your  Exeelletoy's  diteotion  oonoaming  the 
distribution  will  be  usefull,  as  the  Council  are  fully  satisfied  that  jon 
wish  the  most  pressing  necessity  to  be  first  releived. 

The  Assembly,  in  the  exigence  of  our  army  at  this  inclement  season 
have  gone  into  the  most  vigorous  mode  of  relief,  a  mode  that  cannot 
be  continued,  nor  renewed,  consistent  with  trade  or  manufacture ; 
They  have  invested  two  commissioners  in  each  County,  with  power 
to  seixo  and  take  all  necessaries  suitable  to  the  purpos^  in  whatever 
hands  they  may  be  found;  and  they  have  appointed  Colonel  Francis 

*  See  pages  92,  107,  146,  187. 


Johnston  to  receive  and  distribate  the  oloathing  u  ordered  by  OonnoiL 
Bj  (hiB  means  it  maj  be  expected  that  great  additions  may  be  made 
to  the  cloathing  already  made  up,  and  making. 

The  officess  whose  wants^  it  is  bdieved|  an  very  prestf ng  will  be 
in  some  measure  relieved;  but  it  oannot  be  expected  that  powers  of 
this  extmordioary  nature  can  be  exerted  to  procure  any  other  goods 
than  warmth  and  decency  require.  Lieutenant  Peterson,  of  the; 
eighth  Pennsylvania  battalion,  applied  to  Council  for  cloathins  for 
himself  and  several  officers.  At  tne  foot  hereof  we  transcribe  uom: 
his  application  a  specimen  of  their  wants. 

The  call  upon  the  State  was  thought  to  be  for  covering  for  the 
naked  part  of  the  army;  and  as  no  idea  that  fine  ruffled  shirtS;  laced 
hatSj  or  even  fine  ones  of  beaver^  silken  stockings,  or  fine  scarlet 
eloth,  eame  under  this  description,  no  provision  K>r  these  has  been . 
made,  nor  can  be  expected.     Your  Excellency  can  best  judge  whether 
inj  precaution  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  such  officers  as  intend  i 
ihortly  to  resign  &om  obtaining  a  supply  of  the  cloathing  expected^, 
to  he  delivered  out 

To  his  Szoelieney  General  Wasbingion*^ 
Sent  by  Mr.  Jas.  Davidson*. 


to^>4aip— •i.vi^ 


T.  Matlaok  to  Commobosb  Hizblwood,  177& 

ft  • 

Lanoaster,  Januaiy  16, 1778. 

Shr, 

The  situation  of  the  Salt  Works  belong^g  to  the  State  has  been, 
kid  before  Council,  and  they  find  a  numW  of  men  is  wanted  ther^.^ 
Upon  consideration  they  request  that  you  will  select  jErom  among  the, 
mn  imder  your  command  thirty  of  the  most  prpmising  of  them  u[id^ 
Bend  them  down  to  the  Works. 

Jffr.  James  Davidson  will  call  on  yon  and  confer  with  you.  on  the' 
hanness  above  mentioned-*several  Tradesmen  will  be  wanted^  andf 
U  they  can  be  had  from  among  your  people,  to  serve  for  the  wmter^i 
it  will  perhaps  be  proper  to  employ  them  in  this  manner — Mr.  l)avid^ 
aoa  is  appointed  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  worksj  and  authorised  to 
nse  his  best  discretion  therem.  Any  assistance  you  can  give  him^ 
vfll  be  a  puUick  ben^t. 

I  am  with  great  reqpeot 

Your  very  humble  Servant  • 

Diredttf,  '       ' 

To  Commodore  Hazelwood. 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.;  Vol.  XI.,  p.  401. 


in:        vMaxsanNiSiJL  MMsaoYm  ittb: 


Owtst€TL  TO  Thomas  Sayas^e,  1778. 

.  LftQCflBter,  16*  Jtonary.  17T8. 
Kr, 

TeBterday  Captn.  Salter  delivered  your  Letter  of  the  5*^  Tnstani'*' 
It  is  not  the  design  of  Connoil  to  sell  the  Salt  works.  Distressed  as 
they  have  heen,  k  still. are,  at  the  nnaoeoantahle  delays  that  have 
happened,  they  might  well  have  renounced  before  now,  the  nnder- 
takinffi  thro'  despondence  But  well  apprised  that  useful  attempts 
must  DO  persevered  in,  notwithstandine  many  &  great  6b8tacles  inter- 
vene ft  resist,  if  the' good  of  Sooiety  be  designed  ft  promoted,  they 
resolve  to  push  their  works  vigorously,  if  possible,  into  the  full  execu- 
tion of  their  original  plan :  the  sup^y  of  Salt  to  the  good  people  of 
this  State. 

Sensible  of  the  many  ft  various  hindranoes  you  have  met  with, 
arising  from  the  peouliar  Gircumstanoes  of  the  times,  ft  othemise ;. 
ft  how  much  your  attention  maal  be  engrossed  by  the  ewatbna  ft 
machinery,  proper  to  success  in  the  large  plan  yoa  hsKve  gone  vpon. 
Council  have  employed  and  appointed  the  Bearer  hereof,  M'  James 
Davidson,  to  repair  immediately  to  East-Jersey,  ft  reside  at  the 
works,  as  their  agent.  He  is  empowered  ft  instructed  to  do  everv* 
thins  thai  msy  be  efl^ual  in  attaining  the  so  much  to  be  desired  End ; 
the  full  operation  of  the  scheme.  For  this  purpose,  he  is  supplied 
with  monev ;  it  ie  to  be  hoped,  however,  for  Uie  last  time ;  as  a 
yield  of  Baft  proportionable  to  three  hundred  thous*  BusheJs  y  An- 
num, which  you  hold  out  to  Expectation,  will  soon  supply  effioaoiously, 
every  need.  Assisted  by  M'  I>ividson,  whom  we  strongly  reoommend 
to  your  GivHttieB,  as  a  very  aeUve  ft  at  the  same  time,  a  very  worthy 
Qentlemstti  Gounoil  expect  you  will  be  enabled  to  sonnoant  every 
remaining  dtfficnUy,  ft  that  you  ft  he  will  oonoertedly  and  spiritedly 
proceed  in  the  business. 

The  report  that  Oommo^  fiazlewood  was  send«  800  of  his  Boat- 
men to  yon,  was  extraordinary  enough,  But  can  have  no  foundation. 
He  is  now  directed  to  select  ^0  or  more  of  the  most  suilable  for 
Guards,  ft  for  farther  service,  ft  lend  them  to  the  works  till  other 
Dispositions  can  be  made.  Among  these,  it  is  likely  soma  of  the 
Artisans  wanted,  will  be  found. 

Your  own  interest  so  strongly  urges  to  every  BzerUon,  that  it 
would  be  vain  for  me  to  seek  arguments  to  persaada  you.  I  see  you 
have  proper  Ideas  of  the  Quantities  of  Salt  which  may  be  manor 
fitctured  The  Market  is  large  ft  may  be  depended  on.  Bealise, 
then,  the  well   founded   prospects.      By  serving  yourself,  yoo 

*  Bee  page  169. 


! 


ifasmtxirrABOA  ixcBivn  ittbi        us: 

be  your  nwud. 

Beferring  jou  to  M'  Dayidson^* 
I  xemalD; 

Sir, 
To  Mt  nomas  Baradge. 


GlHIBAL  BOBBBDEAU  TO  PbeSIBBNT  WhABTON,   1778* 

York  T6WB,  JaByy  1*%  177»-     * 
Sir^ 

A  Committee  of  GonmsSi  GoP  B^ed,  M'  Harrey,  M'  Dana,  and 
Oen*  Folaom,  «rt  ordered  to  oonanlt  with  you  and  Conncil  on  the 
Ixpedienej  of  an  Expedition  this  winter  against  Fhilad';  and  on  yonr 
OMOuafement  depends  the  nndertaking,  which  is  to  be  determined 
by  the  Committee  m  conjnotion  w^<}.  Washington,  and  three  members 
of  the  new  board  of  war,  Qen'  Gates,  Oen*  Mifflin  and  Col*  Piekering. 
The  ezpedkiMy  or  inezpedienoy,  I  believe,  will  ohiefly  depend  pn 
ovr  Staters  supplying  at  least  our  own  Militia  that  shall  be  called^ 
(mt|  with  provisions  ai  the  Continental  expence^  grounded  on  y  othr^] 
and  sorely,  every  nerve  will  be  exerted,  for  if  we  do  not  retake  our 
Cipital  this  winter,  besides  the  horrid  devastatioa  the  Enemy  may, 
■ace  next  Spring,  in  this  State,  when  reinforced,  when  shall  we  l!e 
aUe  to  rout  them  out  of  Philadelphia  ?    If  the  voice  of  Providence 
nay  be  ooneluded  from  the  efiers  of  neighbouring  States,  in  addition 
to  the  Coutiaental  Army  and  our  own  Strength,  sorely  we  may  say 
without  presumption,  on  this  and  many  other  aooounts,  now  is  th^ 
most  opportune  oeoasion.    Maryland  has  oSnred  8000  Militia,  Vir- 
ginia 10  Begiments,  besides  2000  new  Beoruits  to  fill  up  her  Bat- 
tslion;  N*  Carolina  ;  besides  that,  New  Jersey  is  full  of 

aidonr,  and  would  fly  to  the  Attack.  J  trust  no  discouragement 
will  be  given  by  our  State.  I  know  that  the  sbamefiil  want  of  pro- 
tons u  to  be  attributed  to  an  erroneous  arrangement  of  the  Com- 
missorial  BepavtiMnt  j  but  it  is  no  time  for  recrimination;  cannot 
ear  State  ingage  skilful  patriotic  purchasers,  and  in  different  parts  <tf 
lUs  aiid  in  the  nlHghbouriog  Stat^,  with  full  exertion,  gain  the  neoes- 
ssry  snplpliea  of  meat  as  well  as  Bread  provision.  Baron  Steuben,  a^ 
U  flaamlf  and  ezfiexiaMied  Offioer  in  the  King  of  Prussia's  Service 
has  oAted'hia  Serviees  to  GoiigrefiBy  which  are  accepted,  and  hc^ 
re^mied  to  rraait  to  Qen^  Washington's  H^  Quarters.  The  Busi*^ 
assa  of  the  Committea  w^  the  three  Gentl^  of  the  board  of  war  &j 

«  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  408. 


im:  FENNSYLTASIA  ASCHIVIES  177a; 

flkn^'W.,  me  ia  refina  tlw  mtj  by  redamng  A9  JU^^imeaft^  ml 
iDtrodacing  diBoipline.  The  Baron  maj  be  Yerj  Autbik  9U  the' 
oooasion. 

I  am^  respectiyelji 

.      Sir, 

Y*"  most  ob*  bum*  Sev*, 

DAN*  ROBERDEAU.* 

P.  S.  The  Conncil  will  natarallj  correspond  with  Col'  Reed  on 
this  oocasion,  who  may  have  considerable  wait  in  the  Council  at 
Head  Quarters. 

Directed: 

His  Ezcellenoy  Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Com- 
mouwjeftltti  of  Pennsylvania,  Ijaiioaster. 


Council  to  David  Rittbnhousb,  1778. 

» 

Lancaster^  January  16%  177S. 
Sir, 

,  Cottneil  wish  that  you  abstract  into  an  adyertisement  the  late  act 
of  Assembly  for  opening  the  State  Loan  Office,  in  order  to  take  hk 
Ifftymentd  of  the  £150,000  emission  of  bills  of  credit,  and  publish 
the  same  in  the  newspapers  here,  at  York  and  Burlington,  fo^  some 
weeks  to  come.    Your  name  added  would  give  it  authority. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  very  bnm^^«  aervS 

T^  HATLACK,  Soc«^^ 
Diteciedy 
'  To  David  Rittenhouse,  Esq**,  TreaouHr. 


Rbsouttion  of  Conorssb,  1778, 

In  CoBgress^  Janiutfy  16, 1778. 
Beaolved, 

That  Congress  highly  applaud  the  rishig  tpirii  of  the  inhabkaalt 
df  Pennsylvania,  to  regain  the  Capital  of  Sieir  State,  and  dfive  owl 
oar  croel  invaders.  That  Congress  are  ready  wad  wiilijigi  with  all 
^leir  power  to  oo-operate  with  Uiem  for  eieetinip  thiaaalitfary  p«v» 
pose.  That  to  thb  end  the  Committee  AppMnted  Id  g»to  the  ossfp^ 
be  directed  to  consult  with  the  President  and  Cooiioil  of  the  Stela 

•  See  beUw^-also,  see  Col.  Boo.,  Vol  Xhf  p.  404. 


<f  BMavjl^Uik^  uki  wftli  Oen^  Wtthiiifflon  oo  Ae  inbjeet  ,*  ana  if 
npca  ooDsnltation  the  iDeasue  sliftU  be  deemed  prMtieable,  ihttl 
tbej  be  fiiUy  impowered  io  aU  on  th«  neighboiuiBg  Sitttee  &x  t&oh 
udftM  they  shall  think  neeessarj,  and  take  eveiy  meaaore  vkioh 
Ibej  shall  uiink  proper  for  effecting  the  end  proposed. 

Bstraeft  from  the  sniantesi 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec^y  * 
Copy.  ^ 

T.  MATLACK,  Secy 


BoABD  ov  Wab  to  Prbsidbnt  Whabton,  1778. 

War  Office,  Jan'y  17%  1778. 

Sr, 

I  hays  ilie  HoDOinr  of  eaelosng  soadry  Resolves  df  OoDgrees, 
into  which  they  were  obliged  to  enter  from  the  alarming  Sitnation 
(^  our  Army,  not  ealy  as  to  their  present  bat  future  Supplies. 
Yon  will  dbaerye  the  J^eeeeeity  of  your  immediately  communicating 
to  the  Board  the  Measures  taken  by  this  State  as  to  the  Supply  A 
the  Army  &  laying  up  Magazines,  as  their  Proceedings  in  the  Btisi- 
MBs  are  hj  the  Besorations  of  Gooffress  oonneoted  with  youn.  As 
tte  Ooeasion  is  pressing,  you  will  be  kind  enough  speemly  to  give^ 
the  Board  the  necessary  Infbrmation. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  • 

with  great  respect, 

your  obed.  Serv^ 

JOSEPH  NOURSB,  D.  S. 

The  Enquiries  in  which  the  Board  beg  to  be  satisfied  are  : 

What  is  already  done  as  to  the  Business  ? 
What  PhMneels,  on  which  Dependanoe  ean  be  placed,  have  the 
Cooacil  of  sufficient  Quantities  being  procured  J 

^  Where  are  the  Mftgazines  in  which  Ac  Council  have  laid  up,  or 
intend  to  lay  up  the  Provisions  f 

The  Quantities  k  Species  of  Provisions  ordered  to  be  purchased  or 
abeidy  bought  1 

The  MesBs^itf  Transportation  from  the  Plaoes  of  Purchase  to  thd 
Migixines,  or  from  them  to  the  Army. 

*  See  Colon.  Beo.,  YoL  XI.  p.  40i. 
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.  Wkat  Pevsont  mm  employftd  in  the  Bumdms  ? 
'  Aji  t)w  BerVioe  so  iDdispetiB^tbly  requires  the  Boar^  to  1»ei  {n^yrmed 
of  every  particular,  the  (jooncil  will  please  to  exouse  the  ttionte^ 
nesa  of  their  Enqairiea  wUoh  Aey  hav^e  neoessarily  gone  intOy  as 
every  Ezertioii  is  requisite  to  enahle  us  to  lay  up  Provisions  in  n 
leasotiable  Time.  The  End  of  Mareh  is  the  latest  Period  whioh 
can  be  allowed  for  the  Completion  of  the  whole. 

Directed, 

On  Public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jun'r,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
State  of  Pennsilvania.  Lancaster. 


t*^i 


.  iHflvauosioKS  OM  Gojivmh  %o  jAVis  DAvcysairi  1776« 

In  Oomefl,  P^nneyl^iMia. 

Lancaster,  January  17^,  17T8.   • 

Sir, 

As  ti^0  SfiU  Woftks  ereqted  in  th^  jState  of  New  Jfi96gr»f^  tli% 
expen|i9  of  this  Stfite,  is  an  affaif  of  great  consequenoe,  noi^  only  tm 
the  inhabitants  of  this  Common  IBTealttiybnt  the  Pablick,  ingfuivq^  j 
and  as  those  Works  have  not  produced  a^y  salt,  altbo'  a  very  oon- 
aidSrable  sum  has  already  been  expended,  Council  is^  greatly  dis- 
tressed at  the  disappointment^  and  anxious  to  remedy  the  eviL  It 
is  therefore  their  desire  that  you  imioediately  repair  to  said  Works, 
and' take  upon  you  the  mana^ment  and  direction  of  them  as  fully 
and  amply  as  Council  could  do  were  they  present  themselves.  In 
order  to.  carry  them  on  tg  the  ulmost  extenti  I  tierewitb  enobee  jou 
an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  jf  ' ,  and  have  written  a  letter 
to  Commodore  Hazelwodd  to  furnish  you  with.  Men  and  a  discreet 
P4oar,  fp.fk  Quajrdpras  well  as  to  ren^ecany.o^r  nswtfiapffi  ifii'tiieir 
power.  .  » 

.  Mr,  Thomas  -Savadge  is  f^art  owner  of  them^  and  will  i^o  dovbt 
^-operate  with  you  in  such  measures  as  will  tend  moat  to  benefit 
thi^  State.  If  an  Qx  Team  or  other  Team  should  be  wanted  at  the 
Works,  you  «re  empowered  to  purchase  or  Hireth^m,  as  you  may 
find  most  eligible.  And  such  other  matter  or  thing  that  yon  may 
find  dseM  you  will  please  to  p«>onr&on  the  boat  terms  y^u  ean.^ 

•  •  "•  » 

Mr.  James  Davidson. 

•  See'Colon.  Beo.,  YoL  XI.,  p.  408. 


CoLONBL  Clembnt  Biddm  TO  T.  Matlack,  1778. 

Moorhall,  Jan.  18/1778.   ^ 

Jbis  day  I  received  ycrar  foremr  oC  l2tb  Ifidt.,  relative  to  the 
Clothe  &  ShallooBB  belonging  to  Mr.  Joseph  Carson.*    Soiiie  tim^ 
tgo  I  received  an  order  from  His  Excellenoj,  General  Washington^ 
to  collect  clothing. pr  articles  necessary  to  make  them  for  the  Army^ 
&  to  give  an  order  for  such  as  1  ootleoted  on  the  Clothier  Oeneral  or 
to  pay  for  them  at  reasonable  rates.     Some  time  in  December  the 
Oeneral  haying  received  information  that  Mr.  Carson  had  a  quantity 
of  leather  Br^eohes  A  some  Oloth;  I  was  ordered  to  Baston  to  pro- 
enre  the  same.     On  my  arrival  there  I  met  Mr.  Carson,  who  deliv- 
ered Die  about  llOOpair  Leather  Breeches,  which  he  expressed  great 
williogness  to  furnish  the'  Army  with,  &  he  informed  that  besides  i^ 
bide  of  ClQth  which,  was  there  &  delivered  me  he  would  supply  Ten' 
or  Eleven  Bales  more  of  Cloth  &  Shalloons  whioh-he  had  oftred  to 
Heiae  &  Cddwell  but  they  thought  the  prices  too  high  or  the  Clothe 
too  good  for  the  Army.    I  knew  l(he  wanV  of  them  k  thl4  the-Oen* 
ends  orders  to  me  were  too  urgent  to  loose  so  valuable  a  prize.    ISr* 
Girson  not  only  informed  me  where  they  were  but  soon  aflier  gavQ 
in  order  on  Mr.  Burr,  in  whose  possession  they  were,  in  the  mat 
mmp,  to  deliver  them  to  my  order.    I  told  him  he  should  b^ 
lUowed  a  jost  price  Ibr  them,  &  he  assured  me  the  Bill  he  delivered 
was  much  less  than  he  would  have  for  them,  but  I  could  not  even 
form  a  comparative  Judgment  of  the  prices^,  ap  I  Neither  saw  the 
Cloths,  except  one  bale,  unopened^  &  was  unacquainted  with  the 
prioes  current.     I  can  onlv  sa^  that  Mr.  Carson  was  very  willing 
to  part  with  them  to  the  Army  k  informed  where  they  were  when 
they  could  not  be  otherwise  found,  that  he  insisted  on  the  prices 
charged  in  his  Bill  as  reasonable.    I  waa  bound  to  take  them  with- 
oot  fixing  the  price.     His  readiness  to  deliver  them  I  conceive 
entitlee  him  to  the  fall  value  such  Cloths  sold  for  at  that  time. 

The  removal  of  the  sick  prevented  me  taking  the  Cloths  from  the 
iwamp  til  I  sent  an  express  to  Col.  Hooper  to  send  a  number  .of 
wiggotii  to  lemeve  them  to  Lancaster,  when  I  received  for  answer 
that  the  Lieutenant  of  the  County  had  seiaed  them  for  this  Stata^ 
which  I  conceived  to  be  the  most  proper  application  that  could  be 
made  of  them,  &  of  course  diilno  more  on  the  oocasion. 
Too  wiK  please  to  communicate  thia  to  Ceuooik 

From,  Sir, 

Your  mo.  obed'  Serv*, 

CLEMENT  BIDDLE,  0.  Q.  B. 

I  lately  received  a  letter  from  Capt.  Biddle,  of  the  Banddph 
•  *  See  Colon.  Bee.  ToL  XI.,  p.  897,  also  ante,  p.  180. 


ifl8  PBMNBTLVANlX  JiiRCfHltM'mS^. 

Frigate,  in  wbich  he  infonas  me  your  son  was  well  &  mueb  respected 
for  nil  good  behaviour. 

On  pabliok  Servioe. 

To  Timoihy  Matladk|  EBquiroi  Seerekry  of  the  State  of  PeaoByl- 
vaniai  Lancaster. 


Board  of  War  to  Prbsibent  Wharton,  1778. 

War  Office,  y  19th  January,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  request  your  Ezcelleiicy  will  be  pleased  to  obtain 
the  Drail^  I  did  myself  the  honor  some  time  since  to  enclose  yo«| 
drawn  by  Owen  Jones,  jan',*  one  of  the  Quaker  Prisoners  at  Win- 
Chester,  on  Mr.  Matthias  Slough,  in  favour  ojf  Jacob  Sittler. 

Mr.  Sittler  has  employed  an  Inhabitant  cl  this  Town,  Henry 
Widter,  to  go  to  Lancaster,  receive  the  Draft,  k  obtain  the  money. 
Your  assiatance  in  procuring  the  Draft  &  delivering  the  same  to  H* 
W-*^-,  agreeable  to  Sittler's  Directions,  will  much  oblige. 
Sit, 

Tour  very  ob'. 

Humble  Serv*,' 

JOSEPH  NOUBSE,  D.  S. 

1778,  Jan-y  2L 

Bec'd  of  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq^,  Owen  Jones's  (One  of  y*  prisoners 
in  Virginia)  draft  on  Matthias  Slough,  in  favour  of  Jacob  Sittler,  for 
532  continental  dollars,  dated  Winchester,  2d  Deo^,  1777,  which  draft 
was  sent  to  Council  by  the  Honble  Board  of  War. 

HENBT  WALTER. 

Directedf 

On  public  service. 

To  His  Bxoellepoy^  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun'r,  Pres^,  Penn^lvania. 

*  See  page  60* 
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GiNsaAii  WasHiHOTON  TO  Pbbbidint  Whabtov,  1778. 

Head  Qiuurten^  Valley  Poiga,  19th  Jan'ji  1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  tbe  pleasoro  of  obeerring,  by  a  pablkation  in  DanlapV 
]Mqper,.ihat  before  the  a^joununent  of  the  Assembly  of  thip  State, 
they  had,  amoog  other  wholesome  laws,  enacted  one  '^  for  filling  Ibe 
^ota  of  Troops  to  be  raised  in  thislState." 

As  yon  may,  perhaps^  be  ignorant  of  the  rednced  oondition  o^ 
jonr  Regiments,  I  have  thongnt  proper  to  inclose  yon  a  R^tnrn,  by 
which  yon  will  see  how  very  deficient  they  are  at  present,  as  to  the 
number  recraired  by  the  allottment.  Yon  will  also  perodve  by  n 
note  at  the  ^Bottom  of  the  Return,  how  destitute  the  men  m  the  field 
are  in  point  of  Gloathing.  « 

I  had  sent  out  officers  from  every  Regiment  to  procure  Cloathihg 
for  their  men,  and  they  were  collecting  considerable  quantities  when 
Cdl.  Bayard  and  Mr.  Young,  a  deputation  from  the  assembly,  wailed* 
upoD  me,  and  desired  me  to  call  in  the  officers,  informing  me  that 
tiiey  had  appointed  Commissioners  in  erery  Oonnty  to  piurehase 
necessaries  for  the  Army,  which  would  be  a  mode  more  agteesUe 
to  the  inhabitants,  than  if  done  in  the  military  way.  What  these^ 
Commissionera  hate  done  I  do  not  know,  but  no  Oloathing  has  yet 
come  to  the  Army  thro'  their  hands.  Oenl.  Wayne  informed  me 
that  he  understood  it  was  collected  and  stored  at  Laneaster,  and  he 
went  up  about  ten  days  ago  to  enquire  into  the  matter. 

It  being  recommended  to  eycry  state  to  procure  what  oloathing 
tkej  can  for  their  own  troops,  I  trust  yours  will  not  be  backward. 
IVom  the  quantity  of  raw  materials  and  the  number  of  workmen 
among  your  people,  who  being  principally  against  arms,  remain  at 
hoDie^  and  manu&oture,  I  should'  suppose  you  had  it  more  in  your 
power  to  cover  your  Troops  well  than  any  other  State. 

The  Continent  will  continue  to  import  and  to  purchase  on  the 
^eral  acoount  what  they  can.  I  am  therefore  in  hopes  that  the 
exertions  of  the  States,  aided  by  foreign  importations,  wiircentri-' 
butetooloath  our  Troops  more  comfortably  and  plentifully  than  they 
have  heretofore  been.  But  as  there  are  so  many  impediments  in' 
the  way  of  the  latter  kind  of  supply  I  could  wish  that  no  great 
dependence  may  be  put  upon  it,  but  that  we  may  rdy  principally^ 
upon  our  interpal  manufacture. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  be  fav'  with  a  Copy  of  the  law  for  raising  your 
qoflfta  of  Men,  and  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  Respect, 
Sir, 

Your  most  ob*  Serv*, 

G-.  WASHINGTON. 

Directed.— On  public  Service.  To  fits  Excellency,  Thomas  Wbar- 
IQD,  Er|',  President  of  the  State  at  Penn^lvania,  at  Lancaater. 

Pavonr'd  by  Oenl.  Potter. 

*Bee  answer,  Jan.  32,.  p.  200^ 
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dot.  ifSUi  fo-V.  t.  Beyan^  l^^fS. 

I  Airrred  at  HammdBtown  the  night  I  left  Lancaater^  where  t! 
fouDcl  mj  People,  I  jesteiday  waited  upon  Col.  McCane  and  Intend, 
^iiiif^  with  .)iipi  tUa  JDigr.    The  EiTer  is  full  of  Ice  and  Likely  to 
Goptinue.    )Iy  being  inactive  has  Given  me  a  Reflection  upon  my, 
&to  in  the  l4wt'  Long  Can^pain  and  shall  Take  the  Libert;f  of  * 
Troubling  jou  with  a  Xiixe  /upon  som^  of  the  CiroumstanceBy  it  ia, 
ifoU  known  tp'inanj  that  about  this  time  Twelve  months  the  Council, 
of  Safety  ordered  a  great  qaantity  of  Cannon  Ball  from  Phila.  to  my. 
housa  thii^ung  it  a  plaee  of  greater  security  than  the  City»  it  is  Vasy ' 
t9i  Oo|ioeive,tmai  the  sight  of  these  and  a  quantity  of  Inirenchiq^. 
tfol^i  whinb  Lay  in  a  Small  Building  adjacent  together  with  my', 
beii^  in. the  Service,  were  the  greatest  Inducements  to  the  Enemies, 
Booking  their  YengQnce  upon  the  Chief  Part  of  m^  Property,  and 
by  Beason  of  nay  Puhlio  ^ngagementa,  It  was  not  in  my  power  to 
Pay  the  NoQcssary  attention  to  the  Small  Bemainder,  otherways  then, 
Biding  Mra.  Bull  i^nd  family  (for  the  Present)  to  a  Distant  Land^ 
aninjtifqes  ^11  admit  of  their  return,  the  whole  of  these  my  mia-, 
fpitifnes  Did  not  affect  me  so  much  as  after  my  having  Served  this 
State  through  the  Eatieguea,  of  a  Tedious  Carapain  I  should  be. 
Disnria'd  the  Service  Before  I  Beach  half  way  to  my  Distress'd 
family  I  Say  not  a  word  for  the  advantages  arising  from  y**  service. 
far  every  nmn  Knows  that  he  who  is  Deepest  Engaeed  is  a  Looser,, 
I  can  avei;  tbat  all  nay  Pay  will  not  support  my  Self,  exclusive  my 
family,  but  that  is  by  no  mean  the  Cause  of  this  Line,  it  is  my  going 
for  the  t^resent  to  a  Strange  Neight>ourhood,  and  having  been  Con-' 
atant^.Elmpioyed  in  Publiok  service  am  now  Dismised.*    If  I  have* 
Neglected  it  or  have  not  faithfuly  Performed  the  several  Trusts  &o.^. 
then  I. am  Justly  treated,  but  if  I  have,  I  leave  others  to  judge. 
If y  Consolation  is  that  while  Heaven  suports  my  spirits  no  man  can, 
Qepiive  me  of  being  my  Countrys  friend.     You  will  Excuse  the 
fireedom  and  hurry,  as  lur*  Dehaven  has  one  foot  in  y*  sterip  and' 
QqL  UcOane  Ef  pects  m^. 

•  *        •         ■  "  Sir  your  ob»  , 

Humble  fterv* 

JNO.  BULL, 
Jan.  r  19th,  1Y78, 11  o'clock  A.  M. 

Directed^ 

.  To  y  Hon.  Oeorge  Bryan^  $lsc|« 

*  See  Golott.  ftta..  Vol.  XJn  p.  400^  wliere  J&e  Ootmdl  expressly  dimii.* 
TOW  any  intention  to  hsTe  Mm  consider  it  *'.ss  a  dismission  in  Oo^seqnence 
of  eome  disapprobation  of  his  oonduet,"  they  deeming  his  serrloes  any  longer 
wmeoessaxy,  and  not  intpadin||  <•  to  s^foiat  aoothar  in  his  room.*' 


p&ftfSTL'^MdiL- MiyAmsami^        m^ 
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i.  B.  Smith  to  T.  Matlack,  1778.  ' 

York  Town,  J»u  19ft,  1778.    ./ 

Tour  letter  to  Mr.  ThofD)>son  eoncemiDg  tbe  Journals  of  Congresal 
wu  given  to  the  CoikiiniHee  for  condacting  the  publication  of  which  .- 
lam. 

nie  Comtnlltee  wish  thetn  to  remain  at  Lancaster  till  further 
orders,  &  are  negotiateing  with  Mr.  Dunlap  for  continueiog  them. 
If  joa  see  him  I  wish  you  would  urge  hi8..9oming  to  this  place*^ 
immediatelj.  ^ 


Oar  last  aeoonnts  faum  Bnrope  diBcbTera  T&tf  unsettled  system  of 
FoljiMa  in;  the  Courts,  but  at  thie  samiQ  tiaie  the  preparations  for  war 
arsTeiy  great,  &  the  indulgences  k  favours  to  America  almost  bejo^d 
description,  several  others  appear  to  wait  for  the  decisionS'Ht  v  er- 
Btilles,  bnt  are  apparently  more  matured,  especially  that  of  Madrid. 
Tbe  loss  of  Tioond^  hurt  us  much.  The  fiate  of  Burgoyno  will  re-es- 
tablish. As  to  domestic  affairs  you  are  fully  informed.  Congress 
bi  decinve  orders  in  the  case  of  onrnnhappy  prisoners.  We  have 
a  deputation  from  the  friends  in  Virginia  in  behalf  of  their  Society, 
which  is  referred  to  a  Committee. 

My  respect*  to  Mxi.  Df^^tlack^  Mr.  Marshall  k  frievds  with  you. 

I  am  Sir 
with  regard 
y  fr*  k  V.  h.  S« 

J.  B.  SMITH. 

JXreOed, 

To  GoL  Timotbj  Matlack,  See.  to  8.  £&  Chmnoil,  InSMMter*      < 


\ 


Pbbsidskt  Whabtoit  to  Col.  &.  HtNTXR,  1778.     ' 

In  Council,  Lancaster,  January  i9t(i^  1778. 
Bit, 

Tour  letter  of  the  fourteenth*  Instant  I  received  and  laid  it  beforo, 
CoQudL  I  am  g^tly  distressed  to  find  that  the  Savage^  -have  com* 
mitted  acta  of  hostilities  in  your  county,  as  well  aa  in  the  othei^ 
fomtier-eonntiea  of  this  State.  It  is  necessary  that  an  armed  force 
of  the  militia  be  kept  np  in  the  counties  of  Philadelphia  and  Bucks, 
to  prevent  the  enemy  as  much  as  may  be  doing  violence  to  the 
inhabitants  who  are  greatly  ezpos'd  to  their  ravages  on  the  £ast  side 

♦  Bee  page  175. 


of  the  river  SchuylkQIy  as  on  them,  and  nol  on  ibe  fe|;alar  troopei 
we  mnst  depend  doziog  the  winter  in  that  qiiartec.  Y#t|  it  ie  as  neoes- 
saiy  that  the  frontier  inhabitants  'be  protected  from  tho  insnlts  and 
mnrders  of  the  Sayage  tribe ;  and  therefore  Gonnoil  are  of  opinion 
with  von,  that  a  part  of  the  militia  of  your  county  should  b«  em- 
plovea  on  that  necesearv  Service,  and  as  it  is  not  possible  at  proMnt 
to  determine  what  number  may  be  wanted  to  aid  the  good  people  of 
your  county,  Council  think  it  advisable  for  you  not  to  Send  the  mi- 
litia of  the  fifth  class  of  your  County  to  Camp,  as  ordered  in  mine 
of  the  fifth  Instant,  bUt  order  out  such  part  of  them  as  mav  be  use- 
fully employed  to  protect  the  Said  Inhabitants,  agreeable  to  the 
within  resolve. 

I  am,  dir, 

Yoor  very  hnmUe  Servant, 

THOMAS  WHARTON,  Jun.,  Presid*. 

Gol*.  Samuel  Hunter, 

JDieutcnant  of  Northumberland  County. 


T.  Hatlack  to  Board  of  Wab,  1778. 

« 

Lancaster,  Januair  20, 1778. 
Sir,    ^ 

A  letter  froin  the  Deputy  Secretary  of  your  hn'ble  Board,  dated 
the  17  th,*  mentions  '<  Sundry  resolves  of  Congress"  being  enclosed, 
which  Mt  Ml  ooQtaiUed  therein ;  Oonndl  is,  uiei«f<Ro,  at  a  less  to 
know  what  these  resolves  are  I  am  directed  to  forward  to  yoo. 
The  enclosed  two  laws,  one  printed  in.  the  publiek  paper,  the  otber 
transcribed  from  the  Original,  will  give  yon  the  best  answer  to  the 
Several  eneries  contained  in  Mf .  Nourse's  letteri  that  it  is  in  the 
power'  of  Council  to  give,  you  will  perceive  that  the  Commisaoneis 
sppiMated  to  purchase  provisions  are  under  the  directions  of  Con- 
gress, as  fc  the  quantity  and  place  of  securiDg  it.  A  Copv  of  this 
law  has  been  sent  forward  for  Congress  before  noW|  but  has  been 
delayed. 

'  A  list  of  the  Waggon  Masters  appointed  in  consequence  of  the 
regulaUon  of  Waggons  below. 

T.  Bl* 

*  To  the  Hn'ble  Ptradent  of  the  Board  of  War. 

Sent  express  by  Wm.  Harding. 

*  See  page  186,  end  letter  Jan.  21,  page  196. 
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CxBCUiiAB  OF  Council  to  Libutbkants,  1778. 

Lanoaster,  Jati'y  20, 1778. 

Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  Council  to  reqaest  that  joa  will  giro  immediate 
ittention  to  the  amis  of  the  Militia  in  your  county,  bo  as  to  have 
them  in  as  good  order  as  possible,  in  a  ediort  time.  And  also,  that 
jmi  will  obtain  and  forward  to  Gonnoil  a  return  of  all  tho  Publick 
inns  in  the  hands  of  each  battalion  of  your  county,  without  delay. 
Yoa  will  please  to  consider  this  order  as  an  important  one,  and  that 
it  ooght  ta  be  attended  to  with  great  diligence  and  executed  with 
di^itcL 

I  am,  yery  respectfully, 

Your  humble  Servant, 

T.  MATLAOK,  Sec'y. 

To  Lieotenants  of  Berks,  Northampton,  by  Col".  Stroud. 
Northomberland,  by  David  Harris,  Esq'. 


RlQULATIONS  FOR  THE  MaIN  GuARD,  AT  LANCASTER,  1778. 

Which  are  Strictly  to  be  attended  to. 

Article  1st.  The  Officer  of  the  Guard  is  copstantly  to  attend  at 
the  fiuard  House,  &  give  particular  attention  that  no  strong  Liquor 
be  permitted  in  among  the  Guard. 

2d.  There  is  at  no  time  more  than  five  Men  allowed  to  be  Absent 
from  the  Guard,  &  in  no  Case  but  when  they  go  for  their  Victuals.  . 

3d.  No  Soldier  to  Absent  himself  from  the  Guard  without  leave  . 
from  the  Officer,  on  pain  of  being  .confined. 

4th.  A  non-commissioned  Officer  k  4  Privates  to  Patrols  the 
Streets  every  two  hours,  &  apprehend  all  Stragglers  and  Suspicious 
persons  who  can  give  no  good  Account  of  themselves,  but  great  care 
18  to  be  observed  that  none  of  the  Inhabitants  are  Insulted. 

5th.  Any  Soldier  who  shall  be  found  Sleeping  or  entozicated  with 
liquor  on  his  Post,  shall  be  confined  &  dealt  with  according  as  a 
Court  Martial  shall  direct. 

6th.  The  Centinols  that  are  placed  in  the  Town  are  not  to  Ob- 
struct or  nrevent  any  of  the  Inhabitants  from  passing  or  repassing 
to  their  Homes,  upon  their  answering  when  Challenged. 

7ih.  The  Officer  of  the  Guard  is  to  Yissit  the  Centrics  afler  the 
Countersign  is  giveui  as  often  as  Circumstances  may  require,  and  See 
Vol.  VL— 9 
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tbat  tbey  CeniinelB  are  Alert^  partioiilarly  at  the  Haganne  and 
Stoiehooaes. 

8th.  The  Officer  of  the  Oaard  is  to  make  a  Beport  OYery  momiDg 
to  the  Town  Major. 

The  Gomplianoe  of  these  Orders  is  ezpeeted  both  from  Offioer  J^ 
Soldiers,  and  will  be  iospMted  into. 

^  CHRISrN  WIRTZ,  T.  Major. 

Timothy  Matlack,  Sec'ry,  Pres*.* 

IndprtemefUj 
From  Major  Wirts,  Jan'y  20, 1778. 


i^i^ 


Col.  John  Pipes  to  Pbesideht  Whaeton,  1778. 

Bedford  Gonnty.  Jan'  ^Olli|  1778. 
Sir, 

I  wonld  Beg  Leave  to  Snform,  that  on  my  Betnra  from  Conocill 
the  Distressing  Situation  of  onr  fronteers  oblidgd  me  to  Call  upon 
the  Sub  It"  to  Consult  upon  measures  to  prevent  oar  fronteers  from 
Being  Entirely  Evacuated,  when  we  wire  oblidgd  to  Adopt  the  fol- 
lowing measures,  viz :  to  Oive  orders  *to  Baise  30  men  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  Settelmt  called  the  Gleads,  40  med  'for  the  Senter 
divissioB,  Enoluding  Bedf<wd,  thirty  men  for  Frankstown,  and  the 
same  number  for  Sinking  Valley,  and  thirty  men  to  Ouara  the  la- 
habitants  of  Harts  Log  Settelmt  and  Shavers  Creek ;  the  ureant 
Call  for  these  men,  and  the  Ezorbitantt  Prices  of  all  articles,  L&j* 
us  under  the  neeessity  of  augmenting  their  Pay  to  five  Pounds  Fr 
month,  the  men  to  ue  engaff'd  for  the  space  of  nine  months, 
unless  sooner  dischargd.  These  People  Have  Bepeatedly  ap- 
plyd  to  me,  praying  their  Situation  to  Be  Layd  Before  Councill; 
and  Assureing  Counoili  of  their  determinations  to  make  a  Stand— 
if  they  meet  with  this  necessary  Assistance,  they  Likewise  Pray  that 
a  Suitable  Person  may  be  Apointed  to  Li^  a  Small  Store  of  Provis- 
sion  at  each  Post  to  Suply  Scouting  Party,  or  other  troops  who  mtkf 
be  Employd  as  Quards.  If  these  measures  are  aproven  by  Councill 
the  People  will  Stand,  and  if  Bejected,  I  have  the  Greatest  Beasoa 
to  Believe,  tbat  upon  the  first  alarm  from  Indians  A  great  Part  of  our 
County  will  Be  Left  desolate.  These  measures  we  Have  Adopted 
is  by  no  means  to  be  understood  as  acting  against  Authority,  But  in 
<]!ompliance  with  the  order  of  Councill,  of  the  9th  of  December,  and 
the  Situation  of  our  County  Benders  it  impossable  to  Gall  the  People 

*  See  letter,  Jan.  22,  p.  201. 
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out  in  Ohfliefl ;  these  Consideratioiifl  I  Beg  Leave  to  Lay  Befova 
CoimciBy  and  Biefar  to  Col.  Dayia  for  fwfUkef  Snfbroiatipii. 

And  aiDj  Sir| 

WiA  due  Regard,  your 

Sxcellenoya  most  obdt  Hble  Servt. 

JOHN  PIPER. 

P.  8.  Tbe  Preaoog  Call  for  Money  obligee  na  to  Preas.  our  de- 
JDud  for  a  further  Suplvi  By  this  Bearerj  Col.  Davis,  who  10  apoint- 
ed  fte  wait  upon  Conncilf  for  that  Purpose. 

lam,  &e. 

J.  P. 

JHreeteip 

The  HommnMe  Preaidant  in  CkmnelU,  Lanoaater. 


3oABj)  OF  War  to  Prbs.  Whabton,  1778. 

War  Office,  y  Slat  Jan'y,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  hare  the  honor  to  enolose  you  the  Begnhitions  of  Congress  re- 
larr'd  to  ia  tiie  Letter  from  the  Board,  of  the  ITA,  which  were 
oniitted,  being  enclosed,  a  Oiroamstanee  partioolarly  unlucky,  as 
tMr  Contenfes  are  of  mneh  importance  to  the  general  weal,  be  pleased 
to  ikvonr  tiie  Board  with  your  answer  on  the  sabjeok  of  my  Letter  oi 
Ac  17th,^  with  which  the  Begnlations  of  Congress  are  connected. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Tour  very  humble  Serv*. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  D.  S. 

On  Public  Service— 
His  Excellency  Thomaa  Wharton,  Jr.,  Presid*  of  the  State  of 
I^asOv*,  Lancaster. 

^  Express. 

*  See  pages  186, 192. 
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B.  M'Galbstsr  to  PftBSiDBNT  Whartov,  1778. 

York  Town,  Jan'.  22d;  1778. 

The  Militia  of  this  County  seems  determined  not  to  march,  or  at 
least  the  Greatest  Part  of  them,  there  bein^  Grate  Complaints  made 
by  those  Classes  that  have  Marched  respecting  their  pay,  which  they 
say  they  have  not  Ree*,  and  maney  of  them  poor  &  not  able  to  bear 
it — at  least  it  afoards  to'those  Called  an  Excose  that  they  will  not 
be  paid  after  Marching  in  the  Extremity  of  wether.  Could  this  be 
seteled  w^  them  believe  they  w*  Goo  something  freelyer. 

Indeed,  it  is  allmost  Impossable  to  Git  a  Cunstable  to  do  hfaDoty 
in  Bespect  of  the  Militia,  or  any  other  Person,  to  undertake  the 
Colecting  the  Money — ^they  will  rather  Goo  to  Prison,  and  Grate 
Part  of  the  Excuse  is  the  Militia  not  being  Paid,  &  Supose  thej 
never  will,  &c. 

I  am  Exercising  Every  Power  in  me  to  Send  them  forth  but  am 
Doubtful  of  there  Numliers  at  this  time.  I  have  not  as  yet  Got  a 
Beturn  Arom  the  Sub*  of  the  Numbers  Marched,  altho  Repeatedly 
Called  on  them  for  it,  nor  the  Money  from  more  then  two  of  them, 
which  should  be  Refunded.    I  am  now  out  on  that  busnes. 

Appals  are  held  in  Sundry  Places  for  the  6th  &  7th  Classes,  end 
Next  week  there  is  several  Companys  are  ordered  to  march  to  my 
Enoledge,  and  I  am  now  out  in  Diferant  Parts  to  hurry  them  oafc^ 
but  the  Coldness  of  the  wether,  &  the  Grumbling  about  the  Pay  is 
in  Every  mouth.  Should  Council  be  of  the  oppinion,  &  Give  aa 
order  to  the  Paymaster  of  this  County  for  the  Money  in  my  hands, 
to  Discharg  the  Debts  Due  the  Militia,  perhaps  it  w*  be  a  means  of 
Quietiog  them,  &  Leave  them  no  Excuse. 

J  am,  w^  Due  Respect, 

Y'  Exelencys 

Most  Ob*  Hu«  Ser*. 

R'D  M'CALESTER. 

W».  Scott,  Paymaster  of  York  County.* 

Directedf 

His  Excelenoy  Thomas  Wharton,  E8q^,  President  of  the  Ex** 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  406. 
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Lswis  Nicola  to  PRESiDKirr  Wharton,  1778. 

Sir, 

When  I  went  to  BetMehem  to  pay  my  respects  to  General  GateSi 
I  met  Col.  Hooper,  wbo  informed  me  of  the  inBofficiency  of  the  militia 
goaid  here  for  the  care  of  the  prisoners  of  war  &  ferries,  tho'  the 
leepiog  them  was  attended  with  a  considerable  expenoe  to  the  statci 
and  asked  whether  it  was  not  possible  to  send  some  of  the  Invalid 
fieg*  here  to  do  those  duties,  prompted  not  only  by  dnty,  but  a  real 
iDdioation  to  contribute  to  the  good  of  the  State  of  Pennsylyania,  I 
waa  happy  my  orders  from  his  Excellency  Gen'l  Washington,  tho 
directed  to  OBe  object,  the  care  of  the  hospitals,  allowed  me  sufficient 
ktitttde  to  answer  this  purpose  without  waiting  for  further  orders,  I 
liierefore  altered  my  first  plan  of  having  the  head  quarters  of  the 
regimeDt  at  Northampton,  &  removed  them  here,  where  I  soon  found 
the  measure  very  necessary,  as  on  my  visiting  the  prison  I  found  40 
priaoDers  entrusted  to  the  care  of  two  sentries,  one  at  the  door  and 
(me  in  •  the  yard,  on  which  I  made  the  Invalids  take  that  guard  & 
diaposed  iliem  in  the  manner  I  thought  most  eligible,  a  coppy  of  my 
onkra  I  bave  the  honour  to  inclose  to  your  Excellency. 

It  has  been  very  providential  for  this  place  &  the  credit  of  American 
diacipline  that  there  was  n6t  among  the  prisoners,  one  man  of  a 
Bodmtely  bold  &  enterprising  genius  who  might  have  inspired  them 
with  the  oeaire  of  liberty,  &  burning  this  town  after  plundering  it  of 
Rioh  articles  as  were  most  valuable  &  easiest  carried  which  might 
kve  been  performed  with  very  little  difficulty  or  danger,  &  their 
retreat  to  Philadelphia  made  good.  That  I  may  not  be  looked  on 
aa  a  visionaiy  person  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you,  the  easy  steps 
leadiDg  to  this  catastrophe. 

I  mentioned  already  that  a  sentry  was  placed  in  the  yard  to  wbioh 
the  prisoners  had  free  aooess  at  aU  hours  of  the  night,  none  of  them 
bdag  looked  up  in  their  rooms  at  that  time,  this  sentry  might  easily 
have  been  surprised  &  disarmed,  &  then  an  opportunity  watched  when 
the  front  door  was  opened  for  the  admission  of  the  relief,  to  seize  the 
pisnee,  secure  the  corporal  &  sentries,  and  arm  themselves,  the  re- 
muQder  of  the  guard,  consisting  only  of  two  men  would  probably  be 
found  asleep,  if  one  or  two  small  wooden  buildings  most  likely  to 
take  lire  quickly  were  set  on  fire,  and  the  alarm  thereof  spread  every 
door  would  soon  be  opened,  &  free  admission  given  to  the  plunderers 
who  might  rifle  them  of  money,  plate,  arms  &  ammunition,  &  enorease 
the  fires,  nor  would  they  have  any  enemy  to  fear  but  their  own  ra- 
paeioasnesB  which  might  prevent  their  retiring  in  time  &  over  loading 
themielves  with  plunder,  possibly  some  Aknericto  might  be .  biue 
caoogh  to  show  them  the  road  to  Philadelphia,  if  not  they  might 
MBpel  some  country  people,  by  the  fear  of  immediate  death,  to  Imd 
them  by  the  most  mb,  &  private  roadsi  wbfle  the  mhabitanta  of  thia 
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town  would  be  employed  in  eztingoiBliing  the  fires  wbiob|  if  manji 
might  80  divide  theix  attention  as  to  endanger  the  destmotioB  of  the 
whole. 

As  I  brought  here  bat  25  men  fit  for  dat  j,  &  9  of  them  are  daily  on 
goardi  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  provide  for  the  Ferry,  nor  did  I  think 
]|  any  way  necessaryj  as  every  other  ferry  on  this  river  is  at  present 
isngoarded,  &  any  person  who  ehoses  to  cross]over  from  sinister  views 
inay*easily  avoid  this;  should  your  Ezcellenoy  &  the  Council  think 
otherwise,  I  know  not  how  it  can  be  remedied,  unless  by  obtaining 
an  order  for  me  to  bring  a  detachment  of  the  regiment,  now  at  Beth- 
lehem, here ;  what  motives  induced  the  General  to  order  the  Invalides 
to  attend  the  hospitals,  I  do  not  know,  unless  he  did  it  at  the  desire 
of  Dr.  Shippen,  who  had  often  spoke  to  me  about  it  in  Trenton,  nor 
can  I  see  the  utility  of  the  measure,  as  Dr.  Brown  at  Bethlehem, 
and  Dr.  Otto  here  have  not  any  oooasion  for  them  farther  than  Dr. 
Brown  thinks  a  small  guard  might  be  necessary  to  confine  delinquents 
from  the  hospitals,  but  this  service  Dr.  Otto  has  performed  by  conval- 
escents, k  he  says  every  hospital  might  do  the  same. 

Many  of  my  people  are  almost  naked  &  besides  what  they  suffer 
from  the  severity  of  the  weather  the  appearanoe  of  many  of  them  is 
offensive  to  deeency  for  which  reason  I  have  applied  to  Mr.  Mease 
for  a  supply;  I  am  informed  there  is  some  clothing  here  collected  in 
the  County,  by  your  Excellencies  order,  whether  for  the  use  of  tho 
State  or  Continent,  I  know  not,^ut  if  the  latter  an  order  of  its  being 
delivered  to  me  would  be  a  saving  of  the  expense  of  sending  the  Q' 
M'  Beijeant  to  Lancaster  &  of  a  waggon  to  carry  the  eloathing,  &  to 
return. 

I  thought  it  my  duty  to  inform  your  Excellency  of  the  abore 
particulars  relative  to  the  guards  here,  one  particular  I  forgot  is  that 
the  English  prisoners  in  goal  are  very  siokly ;  of  40^  eighteen  were 
reported  to  me  sick  this  morning,  one  of  whu^  is  rinoe  dead,  &  two 
were  buried  yesterday,  f^ere  are,  as  I  Hm  informed  about  as  many 
Hessian  prisoners,  but  I  fbund  them  all  at  liberty. 

I  have  the  honour  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  I  am  with  respect 

Tour  most  hum^ 

&  Obed*  S«rv« 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 
Eaaton,  Jan'y  22d,  1778. 


EastoB^  Jan'y  19, 1778. 

The  Guard  at  the  Prison  to  Consist  of  1  SerjV  1  Corp.,  ft  0  men 
ft  to  posts  Sentries,  one  at  the  front  door  who  is  to  take  eare  that 
none  of  y  prisoners  esespe  by  the  front  of  the  Prison,  ft  one  at  each 
•omet  of  the  wall  o«tsiiM|  to  prevent  any  eeeaping  that  way,  if  any 
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of  the  sentries  hear  a  noise  of  working  at  the  wall  or  in  the  Ground 
thej  most  pre  notioe  thereof  to  the  Quard^  &  the  Setj^  mut  enquire 
into  ihe  eanse  of  it.  Before  the  prisoners  are  let  into  the  yard  in  a 
Doniiogi  &  immediately  after  they  are  kokM  up  in  the  evening,  the 
Soj'  of  the  Guard  must  examine  the  walls  &  ground  of  the  yard,  ft 
walk  of  the  prison  to  see  that  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  break 
throagh  or  undermine,  when  the  prisoners  are  locked  up,  the  sentries 
oatn£  the  yard  must  be  removed,  one  plaeed  in  the  yard  who  must 
be  attentive  to  any  noise  in  the  Prison,  &  Give  notice  thereof  to  the 
Snj'  of  y  Guards,  the  other  sentrie  placed  in  the  front,  must  fre- 
qnratly  visit  the  Ends  of  the  prison  &  Listen  to  any  noise  of  working 
in  the  prison,  &  if  he  hears  any.  Give  notioe  thereof  to  the  8eij^  of  the 
Ooiid.  While  the  Corporal  is  relieving  the  Sentries  the  Seij'  of  the 
oew  Guard  must  examine  all  the  inside  of  the  prison  to  find  out  any 
yivtk  of  the  prisoners  to  escape  by  breaking  through  the  wall,  under* 
ainiog,  or  Gutting  the  bars  of  the  windows,  Look  or  hinges  of  the 
doors,  ftc.|  &  the  Seij*  of  the  old  Guard  must  keep  both  ready  to 
repolae  any  attempt  of  the  Prisoners;  no  sentry  is  to  fire  into  the 
Prison  or  priscm  yard,  but  may  at  any  prisoner  who  forces  out  if  he 
caaaot  otherwise  secure  him. 


Obdsr  of  Board  of  War,  1778. 

(Copy). 

At  a  Board  of  War  y  22d  January,  1778. 
Oidei^d, 

That  Colonel  Bobert  Lettis  Hooper,  D.  Q.  Master  General  exercise 
ihe  ttme  Powers  in  the  hiring  or  impressing  Teams  he  has  heretofore 
done  under  the  orders  of  His  Excellency  General  Washington  or 
other  his  Superior  o$cer,  any  Regulations  or  Directions  from  any 
Person  not  acting  in  Virtue  of  the  orders  or  the  Powers  vested  in 
liis  Excellency  within  the  Limits  therein  mentioned,  notwithstanding. 

By  Order  of  the  Board. 

JOSEPH  NOUBSEi  D.  S. 
The  above  is  a  true  copy, 

JAS.  YOUNG,  W.  M.  G.  S.  P. 
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GOUirOIL  TO  GXNBBAL  WASHmOTOK,  1778. 

In  Counoil. 

Lancaster,  Jan^  22»',  1778. 

Sir, 

Tonr  Ezoellencj's  letter  of  the  19*^^  Instant  has  been  laid  beforo 
the  Oonnoil. 

'  My  letter  to  yon  of  the  Ib^^'f  Instant,  by  Mr.  James  Davidson, 
who  was  delayed  a  day  or  two  nnexpeotedly,  contains  a  state 
of  the  business  relating  to  cloathing.  It  is  only  necessary  to  add, 
that  General  Wayne,  as  I  understand,  had  employed  M'  Zantsinger, 
of  this  borough,  to  procure  him  a  quantity  of  cloathing  previous  to 
^e  late  recommendation  of  Conmss;  that  the  Clothier  General 
has  paid  part  of  his  bill,  and  no  doubt  will  settle  with  him  for  the 
remainder,  as  it  is  a  contract  made  before  this  State,  was  directed 
to  supply  its  troops  with  cloathing.  General  Wayne  has  been  with 
Council  within  a  few  days.  You  may  depend  that,  as  the  troops  of 
Pennsylvania  were  always  well  doathed  while  under  the  imm^iate 
care  of  the  State,  attention  to  this  important  supply  will  be  given 
by  the  Council,  so  as  to  prevent  any  future  just  complaint. 

The  reduced  condition  of  the  Regiments  of  Pennsylvania  is  to  us 
unaccountable.  It,  however,  only  remains  to  dp  the  best  we  can  to 
make  them  more  formidable.  Council  would  have  been  pleased  to 
have  seen  in  the  return  the  state  of  the  commissioned  officers. 

Inclosed  is  a  transcript  of  the  law  which  your  Excellency  re- 
quested might  be  sent  you,  and  also  extracts  from  the  supply  law, 
which  were  struck  off  separate  from  the  law  itself,  as  the  printers 
could  not  possibly  get  thro'  the  whole  in  time  to  furnish  the  Com- 
missioners of  Congress,  now  on  their  way  to  Camp. 

P.  S.  One  of  the  Waggon  Drivers,  who  came  out  with  the  cloath- 
ing for  the  prisoners  of  war,  having  passed,  in  this  borough,  a  ux 
dollar  counterfeit  bill,  in  the  likeness  of  a  Continental  bill,  was 
arrested  and  searched  this  afternoon ;  five  other  bills  of  the  same  kind 
were  found  upon  him.  Some  circumstances  occurred  which  rendered 
several  others  of  the  party  strongly  suspected ;  thev  were  searched 
all,  except  the  officers,  and  several  bills  of  the  same  kind  were  found 
upon  each  of  three  of  them.  Whereupon  the  Magistrates  have  com- 
mitted them  to  Goal.  The  enclosed  letter  was  also  found  in  the 
possession  of  one  of  the  Serjeants. 

Indorsedj 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 
Sent  by  Doctor  M'Vaugh. 

*  See  page  189.  f  See  page  180. 


Sr^ 
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TxMoxHT  Matlaoe  TO  Majok  Wi&tz,  1778* 

LtDAMter^  Jn'  SS^^  177& 


Tbe  report  of  orien  given  hr  yoa,  a?  Town  Major;*  to  tb^ 
GmmiB  of  tiixB  borough,  lias  been  laid  before  the  Cotinoil;  wba  have 
made  no  objeetion  to  them. 

I  informed  jon  that  several  instances  bad  happened,  wherein 
fliose  ordem  have  been  violated,  and  the  inhabitants  humlted.  and 
also,  Aat  complaints  have  been  made  of  the  Guards  having  inter- 
fered  with  the  civil  prisoners  now  confined  in  the  Ooal,  with  whom 
neither  they  nor  you  have  anything  to  do.  It  was  reasonable  to 
expect  that  you  would  have  paid  some  attention  to  matters  of  sush 
importanoe.  But  these  abuses  are  yet  continued,  which  afford  some 
ground  of  suspicion  that  they  are  still  eountenanced  by  you. 

By  your  young  man,  I  requested  that  vou  would  inform  me  whb 
was  officer  of  the  guard  on  Sunday  night  last,  as  I  had  been  insulted 
by  the  guard  that  evening,  a  few  minutes  afW  nine  o'fAock.  This 
you  have  not  furnished  me  with,  nor  should  I  have  insisted  upon  it, 
if  the  practice  had  been  discontinued.  I  want  no  satisfiiction  to 
myself  further  than  is  necessary  for  the  publick  safety.  I  now  re- 
peat that  demand  and  expect  your  answer  in  writing,  in  order  to  a 
rail  investigataen  of  this  abuse. 

It  seems  also  to  be  necessary  to  repeat  to  you  that  you  have  not 
any  thing  to  do  with  the  ecoonomy  of  the  Qoaler  with  his  civil 
prisoners — ^to  this  you  will  please  to  give  a  proper  attention. 

Jan'  22, 1778.  T.  M. 

T6  Major  Wirta. 


Pmst.  Wharton  to  Gen.  Washington,  1778. 

Lancaster^  January  23rd,  1778. 

Sir,  .ft 

A  eontroveny  having  arisen  in  this  borough  between  a  tavern 
keeper  and  one  of  the  officers  which  your  Ezcelleney  permitted  to 
eome  out  of  Philadelphia  with  doathing  tot  the  British  and  Hessian 
piisonert,  about  the  price  to  be  paid  for  the  provisions  with  which 
the  officer  had  been  supplied.  Lieutenant  Patterson  laid  the  bill, 
together  with  his  own  before  the  Council,  who  sent  for  the  tavern 
keeper,  examined  into  the  complaint,  and  were  satisfied  that,  altho 
tke  eharge  waa  bigh,  it  was  no  more  than  is  now  charged  to  all 

*  Bee  jiagt  198. 
9* 
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tnvellen  for  aaoh  artioles.  Bat  it  seems  the  offioer  expected  a  oon- 
riderable  abatement  is  to  be  made  in  conaideration  of  nlB  paying  in 
gold  and  silyer.  Against  thb  there  is  a  poeitive  penal  law  of  the 
State,  intended  to  preyenl  as  mnch  as  posaibley  the  depreciation  of 
the  continentid  cnrrency — And  Congress  have  ordered  into  dose  con* 
fincment  one  of  the  Philadelphia  qnaker  prisonersi  in  Virginia,  for 
having  sent  a  few  half  Joe's  to  this  borough  and  had  them  sold  at 
an  advanced  price  for  continental  money. 

.  The  oflScer  also  pleads  that  it  is  stipnlated  with  yon,  that  provis- 
ions are  to  be  supplied  to  them  at  reasonable  rates.  The  Uouncil 
are  of  opinion  that  this  is  done  when  they  are  supplied  at  the  rates 
which  are  charged  to  our  own  officers  travelling  the  same  road;  but  were 
it  otherwise,  we  have  no  authority  to  make  regulations  of  prices  and 
to  compel  a  supply  in  such  cases.  Lieutenant  Patterson  represents, 
that  on  the  offioer  being  informed  of  this  opinion  he  has  determined 
to  return  back  immediately,  which  obliges  me  to  trouble  your  Ex- 
cellency with  this  representation  of  the  facts. 

Direetedf 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


General  John  Lacet,  Jr.,  to  President  Wharton,  1778. 

Camp  Graham  Park,  Jan.  24th,  1778. 
Sir, 

None  of  the  Classes  Lately  Ordered  out  have  yet  Arrived,  and 
the  times  of  those  here  are  Almost  Expired ;  the  numbers  I  have 
are  by  no  means  sufficient  for  the  Duty  Necessary  for  their  own 
safety,  and  stoping  the  Intercourse  between  the  Country  and  City. 

My  numbers  at  this  place  are  about  Seventy  Bank  and  file,  at 
Smithfield  Eighty,  and  at  the  Spring  House  and  Plymouth  Meeting, 
Both  Included,  about  three  Hundred,  these  are  all  my  Strength  ; 
the  times  of  the  whole  will  be  up  by  the  first  of  February. 

As  for  the  Light  Horse  Ordered  from  Philad*  and  Bucks  County, 
not  one  of  them  yet  appear,  some  of  the  Lieu^  of  Philad*  County 
Assure  me  they  have  not  Beo'd  any  Orders  to  Baibe  or  Send  any, 
and  I  believe  are  Doing  nothiug  in  that  way. 

My  numbers  are  Bedused  so  Low  and  the  Detached  parties  on 
Different  Beads  so  Distant,  that  we  Cannot  by  no  Means  Aot  to- 
gether, Either  by  pattroles  or  in  Case  of  allarm ;  by  which  means 
some  of  the  Boads  Leading  to  my  Camp  are  Left  Unguarded  and 
open  to  Surprise  from  the  Enemy,  I  therefore  think  it  Advisable 
and  most  Prudent  to  remove  my  quarters  three  or  four  miles  further 
Back  into  the  Country,  and  wait  a  Beiuforcement. 

An  axident  hapened  in  Camp  this  day  by  a  number  of  Cartrigcs 
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taken  fire  bj  azident,  blew  up  and  burnt  fiye  men  very  badly,  bnt 
I  belieTe  not  Dangerona,  they  were  sorting  the  Damaged  Gartiigea 
when  they  took  firei  the  Number  Lost  is  Computed  to  be  aboat  Six 
or  Seven  thonsand,  the  Cartridges  was  in  a  tent,  which  blew  np, 
and  Set  fire  to  some  Others  which  Stood  Near,  and  were  M  Gon- 
samed,  with  a  number  of  Blankets  and  Cartriage  Boxes  in  them^ 
tte  nnmbera  not  Exactly  known. 

I  am  Sir,  with  Bespeot^ 

yonr  most  obedient 

Humble  servant, 

JOHN  LACEY,  ju'r, 

Direetedf 

Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Esq'r,  President  to  Executive  Councnl, 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 


William  .  Crispin  to  Prhsidiskt  Wharton,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  Live  here  much  Lon^r  Without  a 
supply  of  Cash,  as  I  am  out  of  Credit  and  out  of  Money,  if  I  had 
Cuh*  I  Could  Get  Provisions,  the  People  Say  that  they  are  willing 
to  part  with  what  they  can  spare,  Provided  we  Pay  Cash,  but  to  take 
Receipts  &  then  Dance  Attendance  for  pay,  is  What  j?ut  them  so 
out  of  Humour  that  they  Deny  they  have  any  thing.  Pray  Send 
me  Some  Whiskey,  I  have  Not  Received  any  Except  What  You 
Send  me  by /Mr.  Kimel;  it  Takes  between  2  &  three  Hundred 
Oalls  of  rum  a  week,  We  have  Seized  Several  Hhds,  &  the  People 
are  Clamorous  for  their  Pay,  Pray  Send  me  what  you  Can  spare  by 
the  bearer,  Who  Can  tell  you  how  we  are  Distressed  for  that  Neces- 
sary article;  I  am  fearful  of  being  111  Used  for  want  of  it. 

I  am  with  Respect 

yours  to  serve, 

WM.  CRISPIN. 

Trenton,  Jan^  24«,  1778. 

Direetedf 

To  His  Excellency  Tho"  Wharton  Esq',  Prendent  of  the  State  of 
Pensylvania. 

*  See  CqI.  Rec.,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  408. 
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Cob.  "WmutM  Bbjlokma  to  PBBBn>aKT  Whabioii^  1778. 

Trenton,  Jtmuaj  21, 1778. 
Sir, 

We  are  under  Neeessity  of  sending  tlie  P^y  Maeier  la  your  Bzeel^ 
lency  for  some  Gash,*  there  Wag  now  almoii  two  Months  pay  dae 
the  Meni  and  Mr.  Crispin  is  in  great  Want  indeed. 

Some  little  Time  ago  Major  Boys  applied  for  the  loan  of  Two  of 
onr  Guard  BoatS;  which  he  would  man  &  viotoal  at  his  own  Expenoe, 
and  take  them  Down  to  Oohansey,  thinking  he  oould  take  some 
vessels  from  the  Enemy.  We  lent  the  two  and  put  an  officer  &  Ten 
men  in  each;  to  take  them  down  aa  far  as  Ooopera  Creek,  from 
whence  he  was  to  take  them  by  land.  They  got  to  Coopers  Greek 
in  the  Evening,  and  when  the  officers  went  to  sleep  the  Crews  ran 
of  with  the  Boats  and  carried  them  to  the  Enemy.  One  other  Boat 
we  fitted  out  under  the  Command  of  Cap*  Collins,  and  he  took  her 
by  Land  from  Burlington,  and  hone  he  has  got  down  safe.  In  case 
this  ]loat  Bhonld  take  any  Prise  what  part  is  the  Stale  to  draw,  and 
how  is  the  Prise  to  be  divided.  We  told  Cap*  Collins  that  the 
Commodore  and  all  the  Fleet  must  draw  a  part  of  all  be  should 
take.  We  pf^T  J^^  Excellency  will  send  down  by  Billy  Bradford 
bow  tbe  Prizes,  if  any,  should  be  divided. 

The  greatest  part  of  the  Powder  is  removed  from  this,  but  tbe 
Gannon  we  eannot  move,  as  there  is  no  Waggon  to  be  got  that  will 
bear  them,  however  shall  do  the  best  I  can.  I  am  left  here  alone^ 
none  of  the  Board  being  with  me.  I  am  also  tired  being  here,  had 
xnuch  rather  be  in  action  with  tbe  Militia.    I  am 

your  Ilxcelkney's 

most  H»>»  ServS 

W-  BRADFORD. 

Directed 

To  His  Excellency  Tho*  Wharton,  Esq^,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  at  Lancaster. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  VL^  p.  408^ 


TmssTLVAmA  ABemviB  im.        sos 


GnmAii  Oatss^  pRBSiDBin?  %v  BoAiti^  ov  Wak,  to  P&tsi- 

DBNT  Whabton,  1778. 

War  Office,  Jan'y  26%  1778.    . 
Or, 

He  Board  have  received  nndoubted  Information  that  M'  William 
Henrj^  Lien*  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  is  going  thro'  the  Cotmtij 
eDgifing  large  Quantities  of  Whiskey,  at  a  most  enormons  Prioe.^ 
He  mes  30s.  A  305.  ed.  ^  Gallon,  &  offers  to  take  all  the  Distillera 
ean  Dring  him  at  that  Price.  Two  yonng  Fellows,  Frederick 
Sickle  &  Panl  Beck,  were  employed  by  John  Pitzer,  of  Lancaster 
County,  near  Hinckle  Town,  who  has  sold  M'  Henry  2,000  Gallons, 
at  30<.  6<^.,  &  sent  three  yonng  Fellows' to  purchase  in  this  Goimty, 


Lilimations  were  thrown  out  by  M**  Henry,  or  the  Person  employing 
the  young  Fellows  above  named,  that  he  was  buying  for  the  Public, 
tbe  Boaid  thought  it  best  to  inquire  of  your  Ezcellency  into  the 
Troth  of  it;  &  1  am  to  request  your  immediate  Information.  If  the 
Fact  be  otherwise,  &  M'  Henry  is  among  the  Class  of  Speculators  & 
Bngroasers,  I  am  to  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  yotur  Assiet- 
anee  in  detecting  the  Quantities  in  Store,  that  the  speediest  Stop 
Bay  be  put  to  so  nefarious  a  Traffic. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  Ezcellenoy'B 

most  Obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

HOKATIO  GATES. 

President. 

^  sud  that  Pitzer  has  been  haulling  to  Camp,  or  to  a  store  for 
2  Weeks  past.  Whiskey,  on  M'  Henry's  Aco*.  If  this  Liquor  is  a 
private  Affair,  it  ought  to  be  stopped,  &  all  the  Quantities  deposited 
in  store  should  be  seized  for  public  Use. 

His  EzoellsDcy  Thomas  Wharton,  jr..  Esq',  President  of  Council  of 

PensykaiMa,  Lancastsr. 
(War  Office) 
Bkhard  Petert. 

*  See  ColoB.  Be«,,  Vol.  XL,  p.  408. 
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QtZSMhAJi  BOBBBDRAU  TO  PbBSIBBKT  WflABTOK,  1778. 

York  Town,  Jan^^  26%  1778. 
Sir, 

The  Delle^tes  of  this  State  are  honored  with  your  Letter  in  Coan- 
pl|  with  its  inolosnres  respeoting  the  extraordinaiy  interference  of 
H'  Harvey  &  M'  Morris  in  the  anairaof  the  British  Convoy  and  the 
Innholder  at  Lancaster,*  which  were  laid  before  Congress  this  after- 
noon, and  deferred  for  consideration  'till  tomonow,  when,  I  doubt 
not,  your  spirited  Condact  will  bo  highly  approved  and  the  treat- 
xnent  you  met  with,  ixnpunged.    The  subject  was  introduced  under 
the  idea  of  the  Trojan  Horse  travelling  thro'  our  land,  not  filled  with 
inen,  but  most  probably  with  the  more  dangerous  Enemy,  Counter- 
feited Continental  money,  which  may  be  part  of  the  contents  of  the 
Bails  in  tiie  Waggons,  agreeable  to  the  Specimen  obtained  of  the 
Waggoners,  whose  imprisonment  was  applauded  by  every  member 
who  spoke  on  the  subject,  as  the  searchiDg  everv  person  of  .the  Es- 
cort, and  of  all  the  packages  would  have  l>&en ;  but  most  of  all,  the 
bringing  every  traitorous  Conspirator  against  the  Liberties  of  these 
States  by  so  diabolical  a  scheme,  would  redound  to  the  honor  of  our 
State,  and  would  be  seasonable  Victims,  in  terrorem,  to  our  much 
injured  Country.     You  will  have  opportunity'of  speciad  inquiry  into 
any  further  hidden  machinations,  as  the  Board  of  War  have  stopped 
the  progress  of  the  Waggons,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  improved,  and 
that  you  will  not  hold  the  sword  of  justice  in  vain.    Congress  has 
no  right  to  interfere  in  our  civil  policy,  nor  will  it  be  presumed ; 
however,  their  result  on  the  Subject  of  the  papers  above  mentioned, 
will  be  communicated  as  soon  as  I  have  it  in  my  powe)*.    The  copy 
of  the  Letter  forwarded  to  Oen^  Washington,  found  on  the  Serjeant, 
would  have  been  very  satisfactory ;  pray,  favor  me  with  it  without  de- 
lay, with  a  particulamccount  of  the  Escort,  and  the  ostensible  rank  they 
bear,  for  I  very  much  suspect  ficticious  Characters.     I  also  requets 
to  know  something  more  partiqular  of  the  conduct  of  the  Ci^'  & 
Lieu^  bearers  of  the  indecent  paper  delivered  to  the  Secretary  of 
Council,  and  whether  they  are  not  Continental  Officers.     The  aston- 
ishing Conduct  of  the  two  members  of  Congress  who  were  to  have 
consulted  with  the  State  on  the  Subject  of  Supplies,  is  a  presage  of 
the  unfortunate  issue  of  that  measure,  concerning  which  you  are 
intirely  silent.    I  could  weep  over  my  snfiTering  Country,  cramped 
at  this  season  for  vigorous  exertion,  by  the  want  of  provisions,  with 
which  our  Country  abounds,  and  I  wish  I  could  clear  our  own  State 
of  the  horrid  sin  of  the  Commissarial  Department,  from  which,  at  the 
verv  time  of  that  most  mischievous  arrangement,  carried,  I  believe, 
by  but  one  voice,  I  predioted  the  injuries  we  have  and  still  sufiTer;  for  « 
God's  sake,  for  our  Countnr's  sake,  never  let  a  Dellegate  represent 
the  State  from  any  consideration^  one  moment  longer  than  he  ia 

*  See  p.  200,  201. 
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fidtUoIy  or  one  momeDt  after  lie  is  a  inbjeetof  jnit  soflpidoo.  Yoa 
would  pardon  me  if  tou  knew  my  Bufferinge  and  indignation  on 
iecoont  of  this  and  other  Destruotiye  measnres,  tho'  very  hartful  to 
the  common  canse,  which  a  yeir  feeble  voice  conld  not  preyent.  I 
ynj  yon  to  caat  about  for  some  Characters  2, 3  or  more,  expert,  faith- 
fbl  and  active  in  the  way  of  pnrohasinff,  that  yon  can  recommend  to 
me— -will  Rob*  Towers  do  as  one?  I  Know  he  was  inde&tigable  in 
loother  line  of  Dnty.  I  pray  yon  also  to  point  ont  some  elligible 
mode  of  procuring  large  quantities  of  biscait,  and  proper  persons  for 
that  branchy  that  I  may  be  famished  with  proper  Oharaoters  to 
recommend  to  Congress ; '  Ludwiok,  I  fear,  is  incompetent.  The  use 
of  flour  instead  of  hard  bread  has  been,  I  believe,  the  death  of 
thousands.    I  beg  to  be  favored  with  heariug  from  you  soon,  k 

am,  Sir, 

Y'  most  ob^  hum'  Berv^, 

DAN'  ROBBRDEAU. 

* 

The  Commissaxy  General,  warmly  recommended  by  our  State,  has 
just  found  ont  that  he  is  incompetent  to  the  business. 
His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton. 


Council  to  Deleqatbs  in  Oonorbss,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster,  January  26, 1778. 

Gendemen, 

Council  have  been  informed  that  some  doubts  have  arisen  whether 
the  army  can  be  supplied  in  this  state  with  wheat  and  flour.  Upon 
mtture  consideration  the  Council  are  clearly  of  opinion  that  upon 
oiders  being  given,  either  directly  or  thro'  this  Council,  to  the  com- 
mioioners  of  purchases,  mentioned  in  the  late  Act  of  Assembly,  and 
money  furnished  for  the  purpose,  the  army  can  be  fully  supplied,  and 
the  proposed  magazines  filled,  expeditiously  and  certainly.  As  there 
is  ntfdonbted  int^Iigence  from  several  counties  which  makes  it  evident 
that  the  Mills  are  unemployed,  and  very  large  quantities  of  Wheat 
in  the  hands  of  men  ready  and  willing  to  deliver  it  into  the  hands 
of  the  Commissioners,  some  of  which  is  in  danger  of  falling  into  the 
hands  ot  the  enemy.  Of  this  we  desire  you  will  give  to  Congress  & 
the  Board  of  War  Uie  strongent  assurances.  As  to  Beef  &  Pork, 
Pennsylvania  has  not  usually  exported  any  considerable  quantity,  and 
therefore  no  dependaqpe  ought  to  have  been  had  on  a  large  su|^ly 
^m  it,  but  there  has  not  been  a  season  in  the  memory  of  man  in 
which  the  Pork  in  this  State  has  been  better  fed  in  the  woods  than 
in  the  present  season,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  by  a 


S08  FENNBTLVANIA  ABOBITIS 

timely  aiteBtiott  as  iiiqc&  at  leasf  mif^l  hat ebees  ooBeeiUril  av  ouglifc 
to  have  been  expected* 

JXrectedf 

To  the  Delegates  of  Pemuiiylvaiiia  ia  Congrefls* 

Be&l  b J  Jonaikaa  Bayard 


^ma^m^t 


OO^VCTL  f  0  Pres.  OV  OOKaRBSS,  1778* 

In  GonDdli 

*    Lancast^i  January  29, 1778. 
Sir, 

Your  letters  of  the  first  and  fourteenth  of  this  month*  I  had  the 
honor  to  reeeive,  and,  in  answer  to  the  first;  informed  your  Ezoellenoy 
that  this  Council  is  vested  with  the  Supreme  Executive  power  of  the 
State,  and  that  thro'  the  President  thereof  would  be  tfie  proper 
channel  of  business  of  this  State.  But  by  the  difficulty  of  crosaiiig 
the  river  my  letter  has  been  delayed. 

The  resolves  of  Congress^of  the  eighth  instant^f  have  been  read  in 
Council  and  we  have  not  the  least  doubt  of  the  necessity  and  pro- 
priety of  them,  they  have  therefore  our  full  approbation. 

Directedj 
His  Exc'y  Henry  LaurenS;  Esqr., 


Y.  P,  Bryan  to  Board  op  War,  1778. 

Lancaster;  January  27, 1778. 
Sir, 

Y'  letter  of  the  26'^  Instant,tha8  been  considered  in  Council.  You 
Ittft^  be  assured,  that  William  Henry,  Lieu*  of  Militia  of  the  City  of 
Philadelphia,  has  no  authority  from  this  Board  for  the  purchasing  of 
Whiskey  or  Provisions.  The  Commissary  of  the  armed  Boats  in  the 
Delamure,  Will*^  Crispin,  Esquire,  is  the  only  purchaser  in  that  line 
employed  by  this  State,  save  the  Commiss"  named  in  the  Act  here* 
after  recited ;  he  acts  under  the  direction  of  William  Bradford,.  Esq% 
ft  others,  forming  a  Navy  Board,  who  sit  near  the  falls  of  the  River 
Pelaware ;  Letters  just  received  from  thence  makes  it  abundantly 
certain,  that  Mr.  Henry's  dealings  are  not  for  public  account. 

It  gives  some  pain  to  Council  to  hear,  that  an  officer  of  this  State^ 
who  has  really  been  servioable,  should  be  oharffed  with  sopemidoua 
a  pnactioe.    They  ate  however  heartily  disposed  to  make  hun^  or  anj 

♦  See  page  162, 176.  f  See  p.  162.  %  See  p.  206. 
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other  gaOty  penooi  an  example  of  the  propriety  of  an  ordinanoe  of  the 
bte  Coanoal  of  Safety,  provided  against  Bngrofieers  &  Forestallera, 
k  if  the  £EU)t  can  be  supported  by  proper  Evidence,  they  will  conn- 
tenanoe  a  prosecution.  But  if  the  lodgement  of  the  goods  is  known, 
it  would  be  a  very  prompt  and  advantagious  remedy  to  set  the  Com** 
appointed  in  each  County  by  the  late  Act  of  our  Assembly  for  sup- 
pijing  Clothing  and  provisions,  upon  taking  it  at  8b.  6d.  p'  gallon. 
Open  a  claim,  perhaps,  Evidence  of  the  forestalling  would  turn  up, 
&  complete  the  prosecution.  I  would  observe,  that  the  ordinance 
tor  fixing  the  price  of  Whiskey  in  common  sale,  is  repealed  by  the 
Law  last  mentioned.  *  You  have  lately  been  furnished  with  a  copy 
of  Uie  act  concerning  Clothing  and  provisions,  you  will  there  find  the 
names  of  the  Commissioners,  who  are  ordered  to  obey  the  instructions 
of  Congress. 

G.  B.,  V.  P. 

DirtcUdf 

To  H'ble  President,  Board  of  War. 

Sent  by  Jonathan  Bayard  Smith. 


Gek.  Robbrdbau  to  V.  P.  G.  Bbtan,  1778. 

York  Town,  Jan'y  27th,  1778. 

I  have  but  time  to  forward  the  enclosed  which  came  to  hand  since 
my  letter  to  the  President  last  Evening,  as  it  relates  to  the  subject 
ilien  treated  of  you'll  be  pleased  to  present  it  to  Council  with  my 
Sespects.  Please  to  desire  any  ffiend  comming  this  way  to  bring 
nue  two  of  Dil worth's  spelling  books  or  of  Gaud's.  I  am  of  the  com* 
nittee  to  revise  and  report  on  the  Commissarys  department,  and  I 
think  it  probable  that  purchasers  will  be  appointed  in  each  State, 
therefore  I  repeat  my  request  to  Council  that  proper  persons  may  be 
recommended.  I  ariEcd  in  my  letter  to  Council,  whether  RoV  Tow* 
era  would  do,  I  now  desire  to  know  what  you  think  of  F.  Wade  and 
Mr.  Geo.  Kennedy,  as  purchasers  ?  I  should  be  glad  of  a  confirma« 
tioD  of  the  Militia  in  Jersey,  taking  a  large  body  of  the  Enemy 
■lentioned  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Smith,  who  I  expect  forward,  there* 
fore  do  not  write  him. 

I  am  respectfully.  Sir, 

Y'  most  ob*  hum*  Scrv'. 

DAN'L  ROBERDEAU. 
Dirtded^ 
The  Ho&^>*  George  Bryan,  Esq'.,  Lancaster. 
Favored  by  Mr.  W-  Bell,  York  Town,  D.  Boberdean. 
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Pans.  Of  OovoBBSS  to  Pubs.  Whaexok.  177& 

Tork  Town,  27th  Jaauio;,  1778. 

Sir, 

Inolosed  please  to  leoeWe  an  Act  of  the  29th  December,  for  bring- 
ing to  punishment  when  pijicticable,  such  of  the  Inhabitants  of  these 
States  as  have  join'd  or  who  shall  join  the  Enemy 

And  also  under  the  same  cover,  an  Act  of  the  21st  Inst.,  relative 
to  the  treatment  of  Prisoners,  prefaced  by  a  recital  of  an  Aot  of  the 
29th  December,  together  with  five  Copies. 

GoK  Smith  has  this  Instant  bro*  in  Your  Excellency's  favour  of 
yesterday,  which  shall  be  presented  to  Congress  to  morrow. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

With  great  Regard,  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  Servt. 

HENRY  LAURENS, 

President  of  Congress. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton^  Esquire,  President,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 


Col.  Lutterloh  to  Prbs.'Whabtoh,  1778. 

Sir, 

The  present  Situation  of  our  Army  requires  a  mat  Supply  of 
Wood,  roiraffe  and  Straw,  which'  all  must  be  brougut  to  Csmp  by 
Teams,  to  which  comes  the  absolute  Necessity  to  have  allways  m 
good  number  of  Teams  in  Camp  to  be  ready  for  any  Service,  which 
often  are  necessary  to  be  executed  instantly.  All  our  Teams  which 
have  Served  the  whole  Campaign,  are  in  such  a  Worn  out  Situation, 
that  it  b  impossible  to  have  the  above  Work  performed  with  them  ^ 
besides,  all  our  Continental  horses  will  absolutely  be  lost,  if  oontin* 
ued  in  this  Service  Duty ;  besides,  we  have  not  enoush  to  perfoma 
all  the  Services  at  present.  His  Excellency  General  Washington, 
bavins  ordered  me  to  apply  to  your  Excellency  for  the  following 
immediate  Supply  of  150  Waggons,  with  4  horses,  for  the  Forrage 
Master  General  Department,  and  130  for  the  Quarter  Master  Grenerab. 
All  those  Waggons  could  be  loaded  in  their  different  Countys  with 
Forrage,  not  to  oome  emp^  up  to  Camp, — ^as  for  instance,  those  in 
Bucks  County  to  apply  for  loading  to  Coll*  Mark  Bird,  In  North- 
ampton County  to  Col*  Hooper,  in  Lancaster  to  (xeorff  Boss,  Esq., 
and  in  the  other  Counts  to  tne  Comissarys  appointed  by  this  State. 
All  will  be  paid  for  l^e  fotrage  they  collect  by  Col*  Biddk.    All 
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these  Waggoofl  to  proceed  difsotlj  to  Oftmpi  and  tbeie  to  remam  till 
rdeased  bj  an  eqaal  number.  Tear  Ezoell.  will  be  pleased  to  aasiat 
the  Amy  as  soon  as  possible  with  the  above  requested  number  of 
Teams,  as  we  are  in  the  greatest  need  of  them,  and  in  Case  of  Bmer* 
l^oj  Cannot  remove  to  orfirom  the  Enemy  without  tbem. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  with  great  Respect, 

Your  Excel,  most  obd*  hbl.  Servt. 

J.  H.  LUTTERLOH  * 

Col.  &  Dep.  Quar.  Mast.  General. 

Valley  Foi^,  Jan'y  28, 1778. 


John  Habris  to  Pebs.  Wharton,  1778. 

Paxlon,  Jan'iy  29th,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  Bearer,  CoUonel  William  MoEIeary,  is  an  honest  man,  &  a 
true  friend  to  the  Glorious  cause  of  Liberty,  Going  down  for  Aid  to 
Defend  our  Frontiers  ag^  the  Encroachments  of  the  Savages.  I  am 
of  OppinioD,  that  the  Indians  will  take  an  active  part  next  Spring, 
(for  or  ag*  ns)  as  their  Young  men  dont  understand  Acting  as  Neu- 
trals in  time  of  Warr,  and  unless  they,  the  Western  Indians,  Deli- 
ven  up  Hostages  to  the  United  States  Immediately,  or  sends  a 
Number  of  tbeir  Warriors  to  our  Camp  to  Join  us,  we  may  Depend 
on  an  Indian  Warr  takeing  place  ag*  us,  &  Ought  to  prepare  for  it  as 
well  IS  our  present  Circumstances  will  admitt,  a  Defensive  Warr  ag* 
Savages  will  never  doe  the  needfull. 

However  prudent  ft  necessary  it  may  be  to  Grant  assistance  to 
several  parts  of  the  frontiers,  &o.,  at  particular  times,  and  wben  we 
are  assured  tbat  a  General  Indian  Warr  will  take  place,  we  must  at^ 
tack  them  in  their  Own  Country,  (at  all  haiards.)  If  a  French  Warr 
takes  place,  I  hope  we  may  be  eased  of  an  Indian  Warr,  whicb  will 
be  a  Great  Mercy.  I  make  free  to  Give  your  honor  my  sentiments 
of  the  times,  ft  Concludes 

Your  honors  most 

obed'  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  HABRIS. 

To  the  Honorable  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun'.,  &c.,  at  Lancaster. 
Fav«  with  CoIIo>  HcAleary. 

•  See  page  212.    Alsoi  Col.  Beo.»  VoL  XI.,  p.  409. 
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Council  to  Wagon  Mastkks,  1778. 

In  Coancil,  Lanoasteri  January  26, 1778. 
Sir, 

Application  has  been  made  to  Council  for  a  large  number  of  Wag- 
gons for  Service  at  the  Camp,  where  they  are  greatly  wanted.  You 
are  therefore  hereby  ordered  immediately  to  procure  and  Send  to 
Head  Quarters  —  Waggons^  with  four  horses,  and  a  driver  to  each 
Waggon,  directed  to  the  care  of  Colonel  Lutterloh,  Deputy  Quarter 
Master  General. 

It  is  ordered  that  these  Waggons  go  to  Camp  loaded  with  forage. 
You  are  therefore  to  apply  to  Commissioners 

of  Provisions  and  forage  of  your  county,  and  obtain  a  load  of  forage 
accordingly.  If  money  is  wanted  by  the  Commissioners  for  this 
purpose,  they  are  to  draw  on  Colonel  Biddle  for  it.  But  if  any  of 
the  Waggons  can  procure  a  load  of  forage  near  home,  it  is  to  be  paid 
for  by  the  Commissioners. 

You  may  assure  the  people  of  your  county,  that  the  Waggons  now 
called  into  Service  will  be  relieved  in  due  time,  and  for  this  &  other 
purposes,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  make  out  and  forward  in^medi- 
ately  the  list  of  Waggons  of  your  County,  agreable  to  the  Act  of 
Assembly. 

Lancaster  Waegons  to  call  on  Col'l  Ross  for  the  forage. 

Berks,  do.  on  Col'l  Mark  Bird. 

Northampton  do.  on  CoVl  Hooper. 

In  these  there  is  aded  directions  to  apply  to  these  O^nt.  for  tho 
forage ;  But  if,  &o..  as  above,  then  the  Commissioners  are  to  draw  oa 
Col'l  Biddle. 


Letter  tbom  Mb.  Atlee  to  his  Bbotheb,  1778. 

Pray,  my  dear  Brother,  how  comes  it  that  Congress,  by  their  re- 
solve, relating  to  the  two  emissions  of  May,  1777,  &  April,  1778, 
have  set  the  Country  in  such  a  ferment,  &  given  room  for  a  set  of 
speculating  People  who  are  Enemys  to  the  real  good  of  their  Coun* 
try,  to  take  occasion  from  it  to  depreciate  the  value  of  those  two 
Emissions  in  the  manner  they  have  done,  &  are  now  daily  doing.^* 
Mr.  Henry  just  now  tells  me  that  there  are  a  set  of  them  here  very  busy 
in  ikia  matter;  that  by  their  management  within  this  Day  or  two  it  is 
rendered  twenty  five  ^  Ct.  worse  than  the  other  Emissions,  which 
Ood  knows  were  sunk  low  enough  before.  The  prinoml  Hand  here 
who  busy  themselves,  he  says,  are  Jn°  Musser,  Jn"  Witmer,  Balser 
Hertzer,  &  (to  my  surprize)  Wirtz  &  Lowman ;  that  they  exchange 
it  at  twenty  five  ^  Ot  discount|  &  wont  take  it  in  payment  for  any 

*  See  page  210. 
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ArtioleB  withoai  that  allowaDoey  &  our  Batchw^  Bakers  &  Fannen 
begin  to  refuse  it  intirely,  owine  to  the  Story's  propagated  about  it. 
Must  people,  who  have  this  Moneyy  either  loose  a  fourth  of  it  or 
atorye?  &  when  the  time  comes  for  exchanging  it,  must  they  spend 
half  the  value  of  the  little  they  have  in  takine  it  to  Philad^  to  place 
it  in  the  office  7  k  after  that  wait  sixty  Days  &;  attend  a  second  time 
for  payment  ?  Indeed,  I  think  the  resolve  is  not  one  of  the  wisesty 
ftwish  to  see  these  Evils  speedily  remedied.  Mr.  Henry  tells  me  that 
Billy  Wirtz  returned  here  yesterday  from  Philad*,  &  reports  that 
the  Merchants,  or  rather  Hucksters,  of  Philad%  ate  playing  the  same 
Game  there.  Surely,  Congress  can  call  in  these  dr  any  other  Emis- 
sioDs  in  a  manner  less  injurious  to  the  Country.  I  am  so  angry  at 
ibis  9iSui  that  I  hardly  know  what  I  write,  &  so  vexed  at  the  daily 
schemes  for  depreciating  of  our  Currency,  that^  I  sometimes  think 
we  dont  deserve  the  liberty  we  have  been  contending  for,  while  such 
miacreants  are  suffered  to  breath  among  us ;  &  indeed,  I  cant  help 
thinking  that  the  Congress's  own  Servants,  such  as  Quarter  Masters^ 
CommissaryB  of  purchase,  &c.,  do  as  much  injury  to  it  as  any  other 
ipeeolators — for,  the  more  they  lay  out  or  charge  for  articles  which 
themselves  have  ingrossed,  the  more  are  their  Commissions. 


Lewis  Nicola  to  Frbs.  Whabtok,  1778. 

When  I  left  Trenton,  Mr.  Crispin  not  being  there,  I  left  an  order 
nith  my  wife  for  the  rations  due  to  me,  she  informs  me  that  he  told 
her,  as  he  used  to  pay  me  by  an  order  from  the  Pennsylvania  Board 
of  War,  which  no  longer  existed,  he  could  not  now,  without  an 
order  from  your  Excellency,  which  I  request  you  will  desire  Col. 
Hatlack  to  send  me. 

Permit  me  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  I  am  with  respect, 

S',  your  most  hum^  and 

Obcd*  Serv*. 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 

Easton,  Jan.  30th;  1778. 

Directed^ 

To  his  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pamsylvania,  at  Lancaster. 
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Board  of  War  to  Pbbs.  Whartoi^,  1778. 

War  Office,  SOfli  Jan'y,  1778. 
Sir, 

By  directien  of  tlie  Board  of  War,  I  transmit  your  ExoeHency, 
their  reoomxnendation  in  fiivour  of  Ensign  Bassell,  ?rtio  was  wound- 
ed at  the  Brandiwine  jast  at  the  time  he  was  on  the  point  of  promo- 
tion. The  Board  beg  leave  to  interest  themselves  in  behalf  of  thia 
yonng  man^  who,  by  all  accounts  behaved  well^  and  is  highly  deser- 
ving Notiee.  It  is  out  of  their  power  to  do  any  thing  more  than 
recommend^  as  the  appointments  lie  with  the  States  to  which  the 
Officers  respectively  belong,  As  Mr.  Bussell,  by  the  loss  of  his 
Leg,  is  rendered  incapable  of  further  field  Duty,  the  Board  are  of 
opinion  he  may,  with  a  great  deal  of  propriety,  be  excepted  from  the 
ffeneral  recommendation  of  tlongress  to  the  several  States,  to  refmn 
nrom  appointing  officers  in  their  respective  battalions.  The  whole  la^ 
with  the  greatest  submission,  referr'd  to  your  Excellency  &  GounoiL 

^    I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Tour  Exoellencys  most 

ob'  hum.  Serv*. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  D.  S. 

At  a  Board  of  War,  y  20th  January,  1778, 

Order'd, 

That  the  case  of  Ensign  Bussel  be  recommended  to  the  Oovem- 
ment  of  the  State  of  Pennsilvania,  who  are  requested  to  allow  him 
the  pay  of  a  wounded  Lieutenant,  as  he  would  have  been  promoted 
to  that  Bank  in  the  common  course  of  Service,  had  he  not  met  with 
the  misfortune  of  losing  his  Leg,  which  should  rather  accelerate  tkau 
retard  his  promotion  or  Interest. 

By  Order  of  the  Boardy 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  D.  S. 


Gen.  Bobsrdeau  to  Fabsidbnt  Wharton,  1778. 

York  Town,  Jan^  80«»,  1778. 
Sir, 

This  day  a  Letter  from  Gen^  Washington  to  the  Board  of  Wax 
was  before  Congress,  respectins  their  detention  of  the  British 
Officers  and  Waggons,*  of  which  he  disapproved,  as  it  was  a  measure 

^  See  page  216. 
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skipiiUtei  bi*imi  Urn  ft  Qn^  Howe  j  nor  dots  be  ^liipiiroTe  Uie 
mueber  of  men  in  the  eseoiiy  ftlthoogh  U  exoeedi  the  stipolatioD,  m 
he  tUiikB  4hej  were  m  few  aa  might  be  expected  on  the  oooesion, 
therefore  they  are  ordered  to  pro^Md  w^  their  charge.    The  Letter 
WM  letevaed  to  the  Board  of  War  irith  Instraotiona  to  enqoire  into 
the  Conduct  of  the  escort  in  oor  State,  and  I  anppose  yon  will  be 
applied  to.    This  brought  on  some  debate  and  a  Besolntion  approving 
yonr  oondocty  but  as  it  did  not  touch  the  main  point  the  indecent 
interference  of  the  two  Members  of  Congress,  thej  being  absent, 
the  plaudit  was  at  least  suspended  by  the  previous  question.    How- 
ever the  sense  of  the  House  was  very  appearant,  particularly  respect- 
ing your  proceedure  againat  the  three  Waggoners,  who  it  was  hoped 
would  be  nrought  to  condign  punishment,  and  it  was  the  earnest 
deore  lo  the  delegates  of  this  State,  that  you  should  be  acquainted 
therewith,  therefore  I  am  so  particular  in  this  relation,  although  I 
think  it  unnecessary.    Our  State  opposed  the  Resolution,  informins 
CcDgress  we  sought  no  Compliment  but  justice.    !•  hope  you  wiU 
not  lorget  to  furnish  me  with  a  copy  of  the  Letter  found  on  the 
Beijeant.    I  must  not  omit  mentioning  that  your  Letter  on  the 
snlgeot  did  the  State  great  honor,  and  extorted  a  compliment  from  a 
quarter  least  expected,  and  the  President  deared  me  to  allow  him  to 
take  a  Copy.    While  I  write,  much  interrupted  by  Congress,  I  am 
bformed  that  you  have  taken  up  seven  retailers  of  Counterfeit 
money,  this  opp^^  I  hope  will  not  be  omitted  to  do  justice  to  our 
iojor^  cause,  which  at  the  same  time  will  strongly  mark  the  pro- 
priety of  Congress  in  the  late  Resolves  requiring  the  payment  of  all 
provisions  either  in  kind  or  in  gold  and  silver. 

I  am  req»ect£ullyy 
Sir, 

Y'  most  ob*  humMe  Serv't, 

DANIEL  ROBERDBAU. 
Dtreded, 

His  &[oeIlency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  the  Coor 
jooawealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 

Toik  Town,        \ 
Dan>  Boberdean.  ) 


Bksoluiion  of  Congress,  1778. 

In  Congress,  Jan^^  80**,  1778. 

A  letter  of  tbe  26**,  from  General  Washington,  directed  to  General 
Qttes. 
Oidered,  That  the  same  bo  returned  to  the  Board  of  War.    That 
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fke  Board  be  direoted  to  enquire  miautely  into  the  number  &  Bank 
of  the  Oommiflsioned  &  non-Oommifldoned  Offieers,  who  haTO  eome 
out  of  Philada.  with  Cloathing  for  the  Prisonen  taken  from  the 
Enemy;  and  into  the  oondnet  of  all  the  persons  who  oompose  the 
Bsoort,  whilst  they  have  been  on  the  Route ;  and  that  they  report 
epeoially  to  OongresSi  the  result  of  their  enquiry. 

(Copy.)    Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Board  of  War  to  President  Wharton,  1778. 

York  Town,  Jan'  81«»,  1778. 
Sir, 

Enclosed  you  have  an  Order  of  Congress,  directing  the  Board  to 
collect  the  Facts,  relative  to  the  Conduct  of  the  Party  who  attended 
the  Cloathing  iutended  for  the  British  prisoDers,  and  who  were 
stopped  at  Lancaster,  in  Pursuance  of  the  Directions  of  Congress  to 
the  i^oard,  as  many  circumstances  appeared  against  them.  But  as 
it  was  left  to  His  Excellency  General  Washington's  further  Direc- 
tions, and  it  turns  out  that  they  had  Passports  from  him,  these 
Passports  ought  to  be  religiously  adhered  to,  unless  the  Party  has 
violated  their  Faith>  by  behaving  improperly,  which  are  Circum- 
stances the  General  could  not  be  informed  of,  &  he  has  therefore 
directed  them  to  be  discharged.  The  Cloathing  was  seized  because 
express  Information  was  given  that  General  Howe  had  refused  to 
suffer  us  to  purchase  Cloathing  for  our  Prisoners  in  Philadelphia — 
but  General  Washington  is  of  opinion  that  he  has  taken  a  sufficient 
Mode  of  retaliating  this  Piece  of  Cruelty,  by  ordering  Provisions 
not  to  be  purchased  among  us,  until  General  Howe  becomes  more 
just.  I  am  to  request  the  Favour  of  you  to  collect  all  the  evidences 
with  regard  to  this  matter,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  Proceedings  of 
the  Officers  &  Party,  and  send  the  Proofs  to  this  Board  in  Pnrsa- 
anee  of  the  Resolve  of  Congress,  that  if  any  thing  has  been  done  by 
them  not  Justifiable  by  the  rules  of  War,  the  General  may  be 
informed  of  it,  for  his  future  Government,  as  to  any  Dispute  which 
may  arise  on  the  part  of  the  Enemy  on  the  Subject. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's 
most  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

HORATIO  GATES, 

President. 

Directed^ 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun',  Esq^ 

*  See  page  200,  201, 206. 


PENN8TL1%NIA  AROHIYES  1778.  217 

DfiPOsiTtoN  OP  Geobob  Stewart,  1778. 

Lancaster,  Jannarj  31st,  1778. 

Beforfi  me  William  Heorj,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the 
peace  of  the  commonweaUh  of  PeuDsylvania,  personally  came  George 
Stewart,  Esq.,  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the  militia  of  Lancaster  County 
aforesaid,  who  being  duly  sworn  on  the  holy  evangelbts  of  Almighty 
Ood ;  doth  depose  and  say — ^That  yesterday  evening  after  night,  a 
son  of  Xlumpbrey  Fullertons'  came  to  house  of  this  deponent  and 
told  him  that  there  were  two  british  soldiers  who  said  they  belonged 
t4»  the  british  light  horse  at  his  fathers  house.  That  they  had  insulted 
Mrs.  Fullerton  his  aunt,  who  had  sent  him  (her  nephew)  for  this 
deponent.  That  he  this  deponent  immediately  took  his  gun  and  went 
oyer  to  Mrs.  FuUerton's  about  a  mile  from  the  great  road  where  he 
found  the  two  soldiers,  and  upon  examining  them  found  they  were 
two  Serjeants  who  had  come  up  with  a  flag  to  Lancaster,  and  had 
left  Lancaster  with  the  flag  to  return  to  Philadelphia. 

That  he  there  learnt  from  Mrs.  Fullerton,  that  when  they  came 
there  they  said  thty  belonged  to  the  british  light  horse,  that  she 
asked  them  what  they  wanted,  and  why  they  came  there,  to  which 
they  answered  that  she  ^*  should  know  by  and  by,''  and  asked  her 
for  some  whiskey  and  after  that  for  cyder.    That  one  of  them  putting 
his  hand  on  her  shoulder,  desired  her  not  to  be  afraid,  but  to  sit 
down  with  them.    That  a  Miss  Johnston  happening  to  be  at  the 
house,  was  about  going  home,  when  they  desired  her  not  to  hurry, 
bat  wait  a  little,  and  they  would  go  with  her.    This  deponent  asked 
them  how  they  came  to  leave  the  flag  and  go  so  far  out  of  their  way ; 
to  which  they  answered  that  they  did  not  expect  to  find  any  persons 
in  that  part  of  the  country  who  would  interrupt  them.    That  this 
deponent  was  informed  they  had  proceeded  with  the  flag  as  far  as  the 
Sign  of  the  hat,  and  then  returned  back  on  the  road  towards  Lan- 
caster to  one  Pinkerto^is  where  they  bought  a  couple  of  fowls.    That 
they  again  returned  to  the  hat,  and  afterwards  as  they  themselves 
informed  him,  went  off  a  considerable  distance  to  the  right  of  the 
road,  and  were  at  several  farms  before  they  came  to  FuUertons.    The 
deponent  says  when  he  took  them,  they  acknowledged  they  had  done 
wrong  in  leaving  the  flag  and  deserved  to  be  looked  on  as  prisoners, 
and  hoped  he  would  treat  them  mercifully.    That  one  of  them  told 
liim  that  the  other  who  is  a  Scotchman  had  said  he  had  a  correspon- 
dent in  that  part  of  the  country,  whom  he  wanted  to  see  but  upon 
■peaking  to  the  Sootchman,  about  that  matter  he  denied  his  having 
any  corespondent  there — And  after  that  the  Irishman  took  the  de- 
ponent aside  and  told  him  he  intended  to  desert,  and  further  saith 
not 

Sworn  and  subscribed  )  GEORGE  STEWART,  L.  C. 

before  me  ) 

WILLIAM  HENRY. 
A  true  Copy. 
Vol.  VI.— 10 
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Jambs  Young  to  T.  Matlace,  Esq.,  1778*. 

EaatOD^  31si  Jan^y^  1778. 
Sir, 

Sinco  I  wrote  jou  last  of  tbe  25tb  lost,  Colonel  Hooper  is  retnm'd 
hore  from  Congress,  he  informed  me  that  he  has  full  Power  to  jm« 

Jreas  Waggons  as  usual,  notwithstanding  the  late  act  of  Assembly, 
requested  to  see  his  authority,  a  copy  of  which  I  hereby  inclose  you 
whion  I  beg  yon  will  lay  before  Council,  I  also  request  you  will 
acquaint  Council  that  a  considerable  quantity  of  Cloathing  has  been 
collected  in  this  County,  in  consequence  of  the  ordinance  of  Council, 
of  the  8  th  Nov'r  last,  .and  Deliver  d  into  the  care  of  Mr.  Levers,  till 
further  orders  from  Council  to  whom  they  are  to  be  deliver'd  &  by 
whom  they  are  to  be  paid  for;  What  directions  Council  may  give,  I 
beg  you  may  acquaint  Mr.  Levers  with|  being  very 

Beapeotfnily 

Sir,  « 

your  very  obed* 

humble  Serv* 

JAS,  YOUNG. 

Directed, 

On  Public  Service. 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esquire,  Secretary  to  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Lancaster. 

^  Post. 


Joseph  Reed  to  President  Wharton,  1773. 

Camp  at  Valley  Forge,  Feb^  1, 1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  Expectation  df  seeing  you  at  Lancaster  has  prevented  mjr 
oontinuiog  our  Autumn  Correspondence.  I  am  now  attending  the 
Committee  of  Congress  for  the  Beform  &  Be-establishment  of  the 
Army ;  an  Herculean  Work,  I  do  assure  you,  in  which  Difficulties 
daily  occur,  tho'  I  hope  not  insurmountable.  It  would  be  much 
beyond  the  Limits  of  a  Letter  to  enumerate  them,  &  indeed  in  Mat- 
ters of  general  Concern  it  would  be  fruitle^  for  a  general  Bvil  can 
only  be  cured  by  a  general  Remedy.  But  there  are  some  Events  so 
immediately  interesting  to  this  State,  &  within  the  Reach  of  its 
Assistance,  that  I  think  it  my  Duty  to  mention  thent.    The  Inter- 
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eevne  Iwtwoen  tbe  Cmmtry  &  tli«  Toiro  bw  produoed  dl  'tin  Can* 
Beqnenees  foremea  hj  many  in  the  beginoiog  of  the  Wioter,— The 
Supply  of  PtoviaioDS  to  recruit  ma<t  rofresh  onr  Boemies ;  I  ooant 
the  least  penieions.  The  Minds  of  the  Inhabitants  are  sednocfd, 
their  Prhieiples  teinted,  &  opposition  enfeebled;  a  famUiaiity  with 
tiie  Baemy  lessens  their  Abhorrenoe  of  them  &  their  Measures.-^ 
even  good  Whigs  begin  to  think  Peace  at  some  Ezpoice  desirable 
The  Garrency  for  20  miles  round  the  Town  stagnates;  the  Hope  of 
getting  to  Market  with  their  Produee  indaees  them  to  keep  it  back, 
Ik  deny  they  have  it  The  Hope«of  checking  it  by  continental' 
IVoops  I  give  over,  they  are  so  few  in  Number,  stand  so  much  in 
Neid  of  Rmeshment,  k  thoie  upon  the  Duty  hav^in  many  instances 
proved  so  corruptible  that  we  should  delude  ourselves  if  we  depended 
npon  their  Exertions.  There  needs  no  stronger  Proof  of  this  than 
that  the  Interoouree  on  this  side  the  8ohuylkill|  the'  on  acc^  of  the 
Biver  more  easy  of  Interruption,  is  the  greatest.  I  see  plainly,  that 
unless  it  is  committed  wholly  to  the  Militia,  nothing  eiffectual  can 
be  done.  I  doubt  not  there  will  be  many  Aboses^  bnt;  in  my  Judg* 
ment,  no  partial  'Evil  arising  from  them  is  to  be  compared  to  the 
extensive  mischief  of  the  present  Mode.  I  think  too,  it  would 
receive  a  Check,  if  by  Proclamation  it  was  notified  to  the  Inhabi* 
tanis  that  under  some  severe  Penalty  they  should  not  go  into  the 
City  on  any  Pretence  whatever,  without  Leave  obtained  from  the 
Xieu**  of  the  County  or  his  Deputies ;  this  Indulgence  to  be  granted 
to  no  Men  on  any  Pretext  who  had  not  taken  the  Oath  to  the  State; 
&  when  Women  made  application  they  must  act  according  to  their 
IKscredon.  Another  Check  in  this  Case  would  be,  that  all  Papers 
cr  Permits  should  be  printed  with  Blanks  for  the  Name,  &  to  be 
delivered  up  to  the  Ouard  when  they  have  passed.  Infantry  alone 
I  fear  would  not  be  equal  to  the  Duty ;  but  this  might  be  soon 
remedied,  as  I  am  sure  there  are  a  Number  of  young  Fellows  of 
Koputation  that  would  soon  form  a  Corps  to  act  in  Conjunction  with 
the  Foot.  The  Enemy  have  form'd  a  Corps  of  Country  Light 
Horse,  under  one  Jacob  James,  that  has  already  been  very  mis- 
chievous, &  will  bo  more  so.  No  Person  conspicuous  in  civil  and 
military  Life  not  with  the  Army,  or  at  a  great  Distance,  will  be  safe, 
if  some  Body  of  the  same  kind  is  not  soon  raised  for  the  Protection 
of  its  Citizens.  Horse  &  Foot  should  act  together  to  be  efficacious, 
&  you  may  depend  upon  it,  the  Continental  Horse  &  Foot  Militia 
will  not  harmonize.  That  you  will  come  into  it  after  some  Time  I 
liave  no  Doubt,  but  if  you  delay  it  I  have  no  Doubt  in  the  Course 
of  this  Spring  you  will  lose  some  of  your  best  Citizens.  This  has 
been  the  Case  in  Jersey,  where  some  of  their  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature are  now  langaishing  in  the  G-aols  of  New  York.  Fifty,  with 
a  proportion  of  good  Officers,  will  be  quite  sufficient.  I  have  not 
been  able  to  think  of  any  new  Regulations  for  the  Mil^ia  which  are 
prMtioable  in  our  present  Situation ;  the  System  in  the  main  is  a 
good  oae.    DefoetS;  in  my  opinion^  do  not  proceed  so  much  firom 
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the  PIaa  (exoept  the  Ohoioe  of  Officers)  u  from  the  Want  of  'oom- 
petent  Persons  to  execute  it  While  onr  State  is  the  Seat  of  War^ 
ft  I  fear  it  will  be  so  for  some  Time,  the  Militia  will  be  called  for 
frequently  &  largely ;  it  improves,  I  think,  every  Day,  ft  I  am  per* 
anaded  will  in  Time  be  as  good  as  any  of  its  neighbours.  Toa 
must  not  judge  of  it  altogether  by  the  Report  of  Continental 
Officers ;  it  is  fashionable  to  blame  them;  ft  it  is  someUmes  carried 
to  a  blameable  length. 

The  State  of  our  Army  in  respect  to  the  Force  ft  Numbers  has 
kept  us  much  employed.  It  appeared  to  me  highly  reasonable  that 
the  Quota  of  this  State,  fixed  oefore  there  was  any  Invasion  ft  with 
the  Capital  in  our  Possession,  should  now  be  lowered,  ft  I  have  got 
it  reduced  from  12  to  10  in  our  Estimate.  I  should  have  got  it  to 
8,  if  in  the  Correspondence  with  the  General  the  Idea  of  keeping  up 
the  whole  number  had  not  been  preserved.  I  intended  to  have  gone 
farther  into  this  as  well  as  some  other  Matters,  if  the  Gentleman 
who  is  to  be  the  Bearer  of  this  Letter  did  not  press  me  to  finish. 
But  I  cannot  close  without  suggesting  to  your  Consideration  the 
Necessity  of  forming  some  Plan  of  executing  the  Law  for  Supply  of 
Provisions.  It  appears  clearly  to  me  that,  however  well  intended, 
the  Law  will  have  no  Effect  if  two  Persons  are  to  execute  it  for  a 
whole  County.  I  have  thought  sometimes  a  Revival  of  Committees 
will  have  a  very  good  Effect — ^to  some  Purposes  I  am  sure  it  will — 
but  it  may  be  perverted  from  its  Design. 

It  is  in  vain  to  look  for  any  attempt  upon  the  Ciij,  under  the 
most  favourable  Circumstances  in  other  Respects,  if  Provisions  are 
not  procured.  We  are  assured  that  the  Army  have  not  now,  nor 
ever  had  more  than  4  days  stock  before  hand  for  their  present 
numbers.  Yon  will  easily  judge  the  Consequence  of  bringing  a 
great  Body  toffether  under  present  Prospect.  - 

I  must  conclude,  or  my  Paper  will  not  give  me  Boom  to  say  with 
what  Respect  ft  Regard  ^ . 

I  am  D'  Sir, 

Your  obed.  Hble.  Serv. 

JOS.  REED. 

Indwied, — From  Hon.  Joseph  Reed;  Esq.,  reo'd  Feb.  4;  1778. 


Col.  Glbm.  Biddlb  to ,  1778. 

Uwohland;  2d  Febiy,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  favour  80th  Jany,  I  shall,  with  Colonel  Lntterloh, 
write  to  Jan^es  Young,  Esquire,  waggon  master  Qeneral,  relative 
to  the  wi^i^ns,  ft  in  the  mean  time  request  the  &vour  of  yon  to 
hastni  any  orders  that  may  be  necessary  to^  forward  them|  a|  we 
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thall  Buffer  if  not  speedilj  mipplied.  We  haye  adopted  tbe  rates  of 
kire  as  fixed  by  this  state.  I  pay  all  waggons  in  the  Forage  De- 
partment, 808.  ^  day,  &  find  them  in  Rations  ft  F<vage ;  I  allow 
them  a  reasonable  time  for  retttrning  home,  &  believe  ihey  will  be 
satisfied;  any  other  mode  yon  reeommend  I  will  pay  the  utmost 
sttenlion  to. 

Sinoe  I  wrote  yon  last,  the  Sohnylkil  has  been  so  high,  as  to 
prevent  my  sending  the  waggons  to  Mr.  Smien's  but  I  shall  not 
omit  it  when  they  can  pass. 

I  am  very  respectfnlly, 

Sifj  your  mo.  Obed.  Servt, 

CLEMENT  BIDDLE. 


Tfls  Examination  of  Henrt  Mansin, 

taken  y*  2*  Feby,  1778,  and  subscribed  before  me,  W.  Henry. 

Says  he  is  a  Prussian,  bom  at  Pruse  menin*— left  Prussia  about 
eight  years  agoe,  &  went  to  London — staid  there  about  two  years, 
ind   came  to  Philadelphia  from  London — lived  about  a  year  in 
Philadelphia  with  Peter  Meerkin,  a  sugar  Baker — ^went  from  Philad*' 
to  Jamaica,  and  from  thence  to  North  Carolina,  where  he  traded  on 
the  Catawba  River — lived  about  a  year  and  a  half  there,  till  the  dis^ 
tarbanoes  happened  there,  and  after  the  rising  of  the  People  at 
Ninety-six,  went  with  Jn*.  Stuart,  Superintendant  of  Indian  affairs, 
to  Augustine.     At  Augustine  he  got  a  Commission  as  Captain  of  a 
Company  of  Rangers  in  the  King  of  England's  service — held  that 
Commisflion  abo^  six  months  &  then  sold  it  to  one  James  Johnston — 
went  from  thence  in  company  with  Commissary  Mcintosh  to  Pen- 
Bscdla,  where  he  lived  with  k  did  business  for  M'.  Superintendant 
Stuart — staid  there  about  three  Months  and  then  came  round  in  the 
Phonix  man  of  war  to  New  York— -arrived  at  New  York  in  August, 
1777«.about  six  weeks  after  his  arrival  at  New  York  he  received  a 
Commission  firom  Gen^  Howe  as  Lieutenant  of  a  Company  of  y 
Qoeen's  Bangers,  of  which  Samuel  Anderson  Tlate  of  y*  Eastern 
Shore  Maryland,)  is  Captain,  in  Colonel  Atkins  s  Battalion— came 
with  Oen^  Howe  to  the  head  of  Cheasapeake,  &  marched  with  him 
to  Philad*. — that  he  is  still  a  Lieutenant  in  that  Battalion,  &  hath 
kft  his  Commission  in  Philad^ — that  about  six  weeks  affoe  in  Phila- 
delphia, he  got  acquainted  there  with  one'  Englehart  Holtsinger — 
that  being  at  Gen^  Howe's  head  quarters,  on  business  with  Gen^ 
Howe  &  Major  Balfour,  the  said  Englehart  Holtsinger  came  in  &  in  the 
coarse  of  Conversation  mentioned  that  he  lived  in  Lancaster  County, 
a  few  miles  from  Lancaster'— That  the  major  asked  Holtsinger  if  he 
could  not  set  some  good  sprightly  horses  in  that  part  of  the  Country 
*-that  Hdtsinger  told  him  he  oould|  &  it  was  then  propoeed  & 
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'mpwjk  tbftt  Ihh  ExM»iQtiiit&  Hdltfilnger  should  set  off  oa  IfafU 
Jiess— 4bai  two  days  after  that  they  set  off,  having  received  iasirae- 
-iioos  from  Mfgoor  Balfour  to  .pqrchtte  Hofses  in  thia  part  of  the 
Ooantry,  b«t  sot  to  go  higl^er  thae  sixteea  guineas  for  fiim  spirited 
HoKSQSr— those  whioh  they  got  from  the  Friends  of  Government  they 
were  to  pay  for,  bat  if  they  found  any  that  would  suit  among  the 
Bebels  they  were  to  take  t&ein  at  any  rate  &  they  shenld  be  paid  for 
them— that  they  oame  by  Chester  &  Darbyi  &  stopt  at  John  Rina's, 
&  staid  there  an  Hour  or  two  &  then  went  to  George  Bine's^  from 
whence  Holtsinger  went  home — ^That  the  next  day  he  went  to  Holt- 
singer's  in  company  with  Michael  Bine,  a  son  of  George  Rine — that 
Holtsinger  returned  with  him  to  John  Bine's  and  John  Bine  went 
with  him,  this  examinant,  to  buy  a  Horse  from  Oberley,  a  Brother 
in  law  of  said  John  Bine's — that  John  Bine  knew  the  examinant'a 
Business/ &  that  the  Horse  was  to  be  purchased  for  Gen^  Howe's 
use^That  John  Bine  sold  the  same  to  Oberley,  who  sold  him,  this 
Examinant|  the  Horse  for  £100  Congress  Money^  on  which  Joha 
Bine  then  engaged  to  pay  him  in  eight  Days'  time — that  he  took 
the  Horse  with  A  put  him  in  John  Bine's  stable — ^Tbat  the  next 
Bay  he,  this  Examinant,  &  Eoglehardt  Holtsinger  &  Wendle  Meyer 
went  together  to  000,  George  Bare's,  about  two  Miles  from  Bine's 
Hilly  to  buy  a  Horse  of  him-— that  he  bought  a  horse  of  said  Bare  for 
twenty-five  Pounds  hard  moneyi  of  whioh  he  (the  £xam<)  paid  hiia 
£7  5  0  in  Silver  &  Gold— &  next  day  sent  him  by  John  Meyer 
{Wendle's  Brother)  as  muoh  m<Mre  hard  Money  as  made  up  £16  5  0 
k  the  rest  he  was  to  send  by  Holtsinger— &  John  Meyer  brought 
him  the  Horse — that  John  Meyer  knew  the  Horse  was  for  the 
Enemy's  use — that  ihe  Day  following,  in  the  afternoon^  he,  this 
Examinant,  with  Englahart  Holtsinger,  Wendle  Meyer  &  Joaeph 
Bower^  sett  o£F  from  John  Bine's  for  Piulad*.*-went  by  the  Gap  & 
Darby— called  at  Welsh's  Tavern,  who  knew  thoy  were  going  to 
Philad*.,  &  got  to  Philadf.'  the  day  after— when  they  eame  to 
Schuylkill  they  oame  up  with  two  Men,  who  said  they  lived  in  Laa- 
caster  County  and  had  one  of  the  Hessian  Prisoners  (a  Yager)  with 
thim«— whom  they  said  they  had  brought  firom  Lancaster  County,  & 
whom  they  left  with  the  Heesian  Guard  at  Sohuylkill — ^that  the 
Name  of  one  of  those  Men  is,  he  thinks,  Abraham  Bare,&  the  other 
Abraham.  Longenecker-^that  they  all  went  in  together  to  Philad*., 
k  stopt  at  the  sign  of  the  King  of  Prussia,  in  Manet  street— &  firom. 
dienoe  went  to  the  sign  of  the  Golden  Bwann  in  Third  street,  whero 
they  all  lodged — they  were  all  together  at  John  Wistar^s,  whevo 
John  &  they  conversed  on  these  matters  ft  aboni  Wistar's  Friends  in 
this  part  of  the  Country*— That  Wendle  Meyer  rode  one  of  tho 
Horses  down— ft  staid  in  Philad*.  2  or  3  Days  ft  then  returned 
home— That  Bower,  he  understood,  inlisted  in  Philad*.  in  the  Hght 
Horse,  ft  Longeneoker,  be  heard,4taid  ft  drove  a  Team  thero*-«That  im 
about  eiffht  Days  after,  that  is  about  two  weeks  agoe,  this  £xami« 
nant  ft  holtsinger  set  off  again  to  purchase  ft  get  Horses;,  ft  Bare 
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ttme  with  ihenii  baTing  fresh  orders  from  Major  Balfour — ^That 

tliej  all  came  together  to  George  Bine's — ^from  whence  Bare  went 

homei  wbioh  he  said  waa  about  eleven  miles  from  Bine's — &  Holfr- 

flingar  went  home — Ezamiaant  staid  at  Bine's  all  Night — told  Bine 

he  was  come  up  again  to  buy  Horses  for  Gen^  Howe — that  Bine 

offered  to  sell  him  somOi  &  went  with  him  to  the  stables,  but  had 

none  that  suited — ^That  the  next  morning  he  went  to  Holtsinger's, 

who  went  with  him  to  Vincent  Meyer's  &  bought  a  Horse  from  fi4 

Meyer's  son  for  £12  0  0,  hard  money,  which  Holtsinger  was  to  pay 

him  in  about  8  Days  or  a  fortnight — went  from  thence  to  Conrad 

Holtsinger's,  where  Englehardt  lived,  &  put  the  Horse  in  his  Stable — 

that  Conrad  Holtsinger  knew  that  the  Ezaminant  had  bought  this 

Horse  for  the  Enemy,  &  was  up  here  on  that  Business — ^That  the 

Day  following  Englehart  Holtsinger  &  Exam',  went  to  the  Widow 

Ynotys  &  bought  a  Horse  from  her  for  £20  0  0,  hard  money, 

which  Englehart  Holtsinger  engaged  to  pay  her  in  a  fortnight — that 

he  took  this  Horse  to  Conrad  Holtsingei%  &  put  him  in  his  Stables 

with  the  other — ^that  the  same  Evening  he  took  the  Horses  from 

Holftsinger's,  ft  Englehart  Holtsinger  dc  he  went  together  with  the 

Horses  to  John  Bine's,  &  put  them  in  his  stables — that  Joseph  Bode 

A  Adam  Bode  were  then  there  &  knew  the  business  that  the  Exami- 

nant  was  upon,  &  one  of  them,  to  wit :  Adam  Bode,  was  to  have 

gone  with  him  to  Pbilad* — that  Eng^  Holtsinger  &  Exam^  supped 

together  at  John  Bine's,  after  supper  Holtsingeif  went  off,  telling  the 

Bziun^  to  go  on  his  Journey,  &  wait  for  him  about  half  a  Mile  off  & 

he  would  oome  to  him — ^That  Exam'  &  Adam  Bode  &  Joseph  Bode, 

aooordingly  set  off)  taking  the  Horses  which  he  had  purchased  with 

them,  &  waited  at  the  place  appointed — ^That  in  about  a  Quarter  of 

an  Hour  aftor  they  got  to  the  place,  Englehart  Holtsinger  came  to 

them,  bringing  with  him  a  Bay  maro,  which  he  said  he  got  in  New 

Holland  from  Valentine  Einzer,  that  he  had  broke  open  the  stable 

door  &  todc  her  out — that  Holtsinger  had  before  prepared  an  Instru* 

ment  to  break  open  the  stable  door^  &  when  he  went  from  Bine's 

told  the  Exam^  he  was  going  to  get  that  Mare,  for  that  Kinser  was 

a  Whig  &  he  would  til^e  her — That  after  that,  the  same  night, 

Englehardt  Hdtsinger  &  Joseph  Bode  left  this  Examinant  again, 

waiting  in  the  same  place,  &  went  away  for  more  Horses,  and  re* 

turned  again  in  about  half  an  hour,  &  brought  with  them  two  horses 

which  they  said  they  had  taken  out  of  the  stable  of  one  Martin, 

who  they  said  was  a  Whig — ^a  Captain  in  the  Militia-^That  after 

that  Adam  Bode  went  home,  and  this  Examinant,  Eng^  Holtsinger 

ft  Joseph  Bode  proceeded  on  with  the  four  Horses  &  tne  Mare  for 

Philadelphia — that  that  Night  they  reached  Hershberger's,  in  Chester 

County,  where  they  staid  all  Night,  &  put  up  their  horses — that 

Holtsinger  &  Hershberger  had  a  good  deal  of  privato  conversationj 

but  he  don't  know  that  Hershberger  knew  their  Business— That  the 

next  day  they  went  to  Welsh's  Tavern,  arrived  there  about  twelve 

oVlock — had  their  Horses  put  up— &  about  one  o'clock  were  appro- 
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bended  by  Yal.  E[inier  &  his  Brotber — ^tbat  Welsh  knewthev  were 
takinff  the  Horses  in  for  Gen^  Howe — ^That  the  Bare  who  oe  saw 
at  Scmuylkill  with  the  Hessian,  told  him  he  lived  between  Beems* 
Town  &  Dunkertown,  a  tall  young  fellow  and  a  little  pock  marked. 

HENRY  MANSIN. 


Thk  Examination  op  Joseph  Rode,  1778. 

The  2d  FeV,  1778. 

Taken  and  sabscribed  before  W.  Henry. 

Says,  that  on  Wednesday  last  he,  this  Ezaminant,  and  his  Brother, 
Hans  Adam  Rode,  were  at  work  at  John  Rine's,  of  Earl  township. 
That  a  certain  Henry  Maq^in  was  there.  That  Mansin  told  he  came 
out  of  Philadelphia,  and  that  Mansin  &  John  Kne  used  much  per- 
suasion with  this  Examinant  &  his  Brother  to  induce  them  to  go  to 
General  Howe,  in  Philadelphia,  telling  them  they  shou'd  each  have 
fifty  acres  of  land  if  they  did.  That  they  consented  at  length  to  go, 
and  being  the  next  Evening  again  at  John  Rines,  the  said  Henry 
Mansin  and  Englehart  Holtsinger  went  from  John  Rines,  with  an 
intention  as  they  said,  to  take  Valentine  Kinser's  Mare.  That  thia 
Examinant  &  his  Brother  then  went  home  to  get  necessary's  far 
•their  Journey,  &  returned  to  Rines  again  in  about  an  hour,  and 
when  they  returned  they  saw  KinzeVs  Mare  tied  to  the  Fence  at 
Rines  door,  and  the  said  Mansin  &  Holtsinget  were  in  the  House. 
That  after  that,  the  same  night,  this  Examinant  &  Henry  Mansin 
went  from  John  Lines  to  Alexander  Martin's  with  intent  to  take 
some  of  his  horses,  particularly  two  of  them,  a  Sorrel  &  a  Ohesnat, 
which  Rine  had  described  to  them,  &  Rine  told  them  in  what  part 
of  the  stable  they  stood.  That  when  they  came  to  Alex.  Martin's 
Stables  they  were  shut  but  not  locked,  that  Mansin  opened  the  door 
of  the  Stable  and  went  in  and  brought  out  the  said  two  Horses,  and 
he,  this  Examinant,  mounting  one  of  them  &  Mansin  the  other,  they 
rode  away  to  John  Rines,  and  about  twelve  o'clock  that  night,  he 
this  Examinant,  &  the  said  Henry  Mansin  &  Englehart  Holtsinger, 
went  off  together  on  their  Journey  towards  Philadelphia, — that  his 
Brother,  Hans  Adam,  went  with  them  about  a  Mile  &  then  left 
them  &  went  home,  &  he,  this  Examinant,  with  Mansin  &  Holtsin- 
ger, proceeded  on  their  Journey  &  stopt  first  at  one  Hershberger's, 
in  Chester  County,  where  they  breakfasted  the  next  Morning.  That 
Hersbberger  asked  which  way  they  were  going,  &  Mansin  told  him 
they  were  going  to  Newport.  They  then  proceeded  on  to  one  Welch's 
Tavern,  where  they  had  put  up  their  Horses,  &  were  there  apprehended 
by  Valentine  Kinzer  &  his  Brother,'wfao  had  pursued  them. 

That  the  said  Mansin  told  him,  this  Examinant,  that  he  (Mansin) 
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kad  some  time  before  takea  down  to  PKilfld*  a'Hetsini  who  had 
lifed  with  the  Widow  Yanty. 

hia 
JOSEPH  M  BODE, 
mark. 

Joeeph  Longeaecker,  Son  of  Ab".  Longeneokeri  near  Bethel 
House. 

Abraham  Bare^  preacher^  Jn"".  Bare's  aon,  lives  near  Henry 
Millers. 


The  Examhtation  of  WzsmhB  Metbb,  1778. 

Taken  8d  FeV,  1778. 

And  subscribed  before  W.  Henry. 

Says,  that  he  has  been  once  in  Philadelphia  since  Gen*  Howe  had 
possession  of  it,  it  was  about  three  weeks  ago.     That  he  had  no  par- 
ticalar  Bosiness  there ;  that  he  staid  there  three  Days ;  that  a  few 
Bays  before  he  went  off  for  Pbilad',  he  got  acquainted  with  Henry 
Mansin^  who  he  met  with  at  John  Bines.     That  Mansin  asked  him 
to  go  to  Philadelphia  with  him^  &  after  some  eonversation  ho 
eonsentedy  &  they  then  agreed    to  meet  on  a  certain    day  at 
Abraham  Longenecker's,  near  Bethel  House,  that  he  went  there 
according  to  appointment,  found  Mansin  there,  and  two  others, 
whose  Names  he  dont  remember,  but  was  told  they  came  from  near 
Swatara.    That  he,  the  Examinant,  Mansin,  Joseph  Longenecker, 
fsoa  of  Abraham  Longenecker)  and  those  other  two  men  sett  off 
m>m  Longenecker's  about  seven  o'clock  in  the  Morning,  went  by  the 
Gap,  Chester  &  Darby,  &  reached  Philad^  the  next  morning  (being ^ 
Sunday  morning)  about  6  o'clock.    That  Abraham  Longenecker 
knew  they  were  going  to  Philad*.     That  they  stoped  in  Market 
Stareet,  at  the  sign  of  the  King  of  Prussia,  (at  Gillman's.)    That  a 
barber  being  there  some  of  them  were  shaved,  &  one  of  the  Company 
(Mansin)  had  his  hair  cut ;  that  this  Exam*  lodged  at  Oillman's,  & 
after  staying  three  Days  in  Philad*  set  off  for  home  again,  in  Com- 
pany with  Henry  Mansin  and  Abraham  Bare  (son  of  John  Bare, 
preacher  near  Dunkertown.)    That  Lonffenecker's  son  and  the  other 
two  whose  Names  he  forgets,  staid  in  Philadelphia.    That  he  kept 
Company  with  Mansin  &  Bare  as  far  as  the  Gap  &  then  left  them 
k  went  into  Longenecker's,  staid  there  that  night  and  went  home 
next  morning.     That  he  did  not  afterwards  see  Mansin  till  Saturday 
Moraine  last,  as  he  and  John  Bine  were  on  their  way  together  to 
Philadelphia,  when  he  met  with  him  at  Doe  Bun  with  some  others, 
in  Custody  of  Valentine  Kinzer  &  his  Brother,  who  understanding 
that  the  £xaminant  &  John  Bine  were  on  their  way  to  Philad*  made 
prisoners  of  them  likewise  &  brought  them  up  to  Lancaster.    That 
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}t  irai  flomo  time  last  veek  Had  Jokn  Bane  &  he  agreed  to  go  off  to 
Philad*.  That  they  sett  oS  on  Friday  night  last,  and  had  no  pmenkr 
business.  That  he  heard  some  talk  in  Philad%  among  the  Company 
he  went  with,  about  Jaoob  Barge  &  Cha"  Syng,  &  understood  that  it 
was  owing  to  some  representations  of  Mansin  thai  Jacob  Barge 
was  confined  there.  Says  that  he  took  down  no  Hessian  or  other 
Prisoner  of  Warr  with  him,  &  donH  know  of  any  Person  or  Persons 
that  did.  Insists  that  he  was  bnt  once  in  Philad%  but  being  con- 
fronted with  Jno.  Oodlip  Metzgar,  late  Barr  keeper  to  Adolph  GilU 
man,  who  saw  him  twice  there,  he  acknowledgeis  that  he  has  been 
twice  in  Phil8d%  and  was  now  going  down  the  third  time.  That 
Bare  did  not  go  at  any  time  into  Philad%  but  he  met  with  Bare  in 
Philad*  near  the  Dutch  Church.  That  John  Hine  told  him  that 
Mansin  was  buying  Horses  here  for  the  use  of  Genl.  Howe's  army, 
acknowledges  that  while  in  Philad*  he  &  his  companions  freely 
spoke  of  the  Americans  as  Rebels,  &c. 

'  SBenMe  Wlt^. 


Brio.  Gkhbral  Lacst,  to  President  Wharton,  1778. 

Gamp,  Warwick,  February  2d,  1778. 
Sir, 

My  strength  is  reduced  so  low  that  I  am  under  the  Necessaty  of 
Collecting  the  small  remains  into  One  Body,  as  it  is  impossable  to 
do  any  service  in  the  Weak  and  scattered  Condition.  I  had  them 
posted,  two  thirds  of  their  times  were  taken  up  in  hunting  Pro- 
yiaions,  which  the  Detached  parties  had  always  to  Procure  for 
themselves,  being  at  too  Grate  a  distance  to  bo  supplied  by  the 
Commissary. 

Inclosed,  I  send  you  a  Betum  of  my  Numbers,  and  vrhea  tbeir 
times  Expires.  None  of  the  Glasses,  either  from  Northaxnpton, 
Cumberland,  York,  or  Northumberland,  has  yet  arrived  at  Cfamp. 
I  am  assured  by  several  People  from  Northampton,  that  the  laeu^ 
of  that  County  has  not  rece'  their  Instructions  for  calling  them  out, 
which  induces  me  to  believe  the  Orders  from  your  Excellency  has 
been  miscarried. 

Two  Horse  Onely  has  Joined  me  from  Philadelphia  and  Bucks, 
though  I  hear  more  is  making  Beady. 

The  Enemy  has  made  several  Manoeuvres,  as  if  they  were  coming 
out  with  large  Forraging  parties,  but  advance  no  further  Uian 
Frankford.  Seven  Deserters  from  them  came  to  me  Last  Week- 
two  Hessians,  the  Others  British  Soldiers. 

I  have  appointed  Lieu't  David  Forst  my  Brigade  Mt^or,  and  beg 
your  Excellency  will  please  to  forward  him  <v  Commission  by  this 
Kxpress.  ' 
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I  woald  be  ghd  to  know  if  any  mode  is  Fixed  to  obtain  the  State 
Liqaor^  dae  the  Militia^  and  what  my  duty  is  rdspeoting  it. 

I  remain  sir, 

you  very  bnmble  servanti 

JOHN  LACET,  Jr  * 

Directed^ 

To  Hia  Ezcelleney  Thomas  Wharton,  Jar.;  Ea^r.^  Lancaster. 


CoiARBL  Wm.  Coats  to  Prbsidsitt  Wharton^  1778. 

Sell  Veane;  Febnuiy  2nd;  1778. 

Sir; 

Since  I  left  Lancaster  I  have  been  Busily  employed  in  holdiuff 

sppealB;  and  Collecting  of  substitute  moneys^  and  am  now  Insaged 

in  that  aearviS;  affd  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  you  that  I  should 

be  proud  to  receive  your  Orders  for  the  pavment  of  four  or  five 

thousand  pounds*  to  any  of  the  paymasters  in  this  Quarter.    The 

Paymaater  for  the  County  of  Pbilad*  is  in  distresa  for  money  to 

pay  off  several  of  the  classes  of  Militia;  he  talks  of  being  in  arrears 

to  the  amount  of  Two  thousand  pounds.     I  yesterday  see  Mr. 

Eyre,  one  of  the  Navy  Board,  and  he  reouested  that  I  would  In- 

fonn  your  Excellency  that  they  were  in  I)istres8  for  money,  and 

would  be  glad  you  would  give  me  orders  to  pay  them  what  money 

I  can,  which  will  be  very  agreeable  to  me,  as  it  will  save  me  the 

trouble  of  Bringing  it  the  long  road  to  Lancaster.    I  have  the 

pleasure  of  informing  the  Council  that  our  Bretheren,  the  Quakers 

ra  Philad*  County,  oegin  to  alter  their  Conduct  much — they  now 

^nk  it  no  Disgrace  to  apply  for  redress,  and  that  in  a  publick 

manner,  at  the  Court  of  Appeals.     They  have  condescended  to  send 

a  Deputation  to  wait  on  me  from  the  Bibury  Meeting,  requesting 

thtt  I  would  be  as  favourable  as  I  could  to  their  poor  Distressed 

Friends,  so  that  I  am  in  hopes,  by  the  time  the  nest  Class  is  calM 

<mt,  we  shall  see  some  of  their  Youths  turn  out  in  Defence  of  their 

Country. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  Bemain 

your  Ezcellency'a  most 

Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

WM.  COATS. 

IHrected, 

fc         

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton. 

*  See  page  168. 


228  PENNSYLVANIA  ABGHIYSS  1778. 

William  Lton  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  1778. 

Carlisle,  February  2-«,  1778. 

Sir, 

Tour  Letter  of  the  20'^  Nov  Last,  wherein  you  acknowledge  the 
Receipt  of  mine  of  October,  would  have  answered  soon  after  I  re- 
ceiyed  it,  but  baviDg  had  an  opportunity,  shortly  afterwards,  of 
Oonversing  some  little  with  M'  Hoge,  respecting  the  matters  1  then 
wrote  you  of,  I  took  it  for  granted  he  would  acquaint  you  of  matters 
more  fully  than  I  could  by  Letter,  when  he  return'd  to  Council. 

As  you,  Sir,  informed  me  in  your  last,  that  my  Letter  lay  before 
Council,  the  matters  therein  set  forth  are,  no  doubt,  considered  and 
determined  before  now.  I  would  just  intimate  to  you,  sir,  that  my 
Present  Office  has  been  attended  with  considerable  loss  of  time  and 
money,  ever  since  I  Possess'd  it,  which  is  not  the  case  with  ,ihe 
other  offices  granted  by  the  House  of  ABsembly. 

You  Sir,  mention  in  yours  of  Nov',  an  Impropriety  of  my  being 
appointed,  by  Council,  a  Magistrate  on  Becommendation  of  twenty 
Freeholders  of  this  place.  I  see  the  Propriety  of  your  Reasons, 
but  had  Procured  the  Certificate  or  Recommendation,  and  sent  it 
under  a  cover  of  a  Letter  to  his  Excellency  the  President,  before 
yours  came  to  hand,  otherwise  would  not  have  troubled  Council  with 
it,  I  find  myself  in  much  of  a  Difficulty  often  in  Respect  of  Issuing 
Writs,  Taking  Special  Bail,  and  Qualifying  Persons  in  some  cases, 
which  my  not  being  a  Magistrate,  occasions. 

I  would  just  beg  leave  to  mention  one  thing,  to  wit,  that  we  have 
but  one  Lawyer,  that  lives  here,  who  Practices  under  the  Present 
Constitution — he  Issues  all  the  Writs  he  can  get  the  People  to  take 
from  him,  alleging  that  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  may  Issue  them 
without  paying  any  regard  to  the  Prothonotary  Seal,  &c. ;  this  seems 
to  make  some  Confusion  I  would  apprehend ;  I  find  it  so  at  Court 
time,  as  such  a  thing  has  not  hitherto  been  Practised  either  here  or 
any  place  in  the  State  that  I  ever  heard  of,  would  Intrate  that  the 
Hon*ble  Council  will  please  to  take  up  the  matter  and  make  such 
order  respecting  that  case  as  to  them  may  appear  Right. 

I  have  procured  a  Seal  for  my  office  with  the  same  device  of  the 
Seal  of  the  Executive  Council. 

I  am  Sir,    ' 

your  most  obedient, 

humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  LYON. 

Directed. 

To  George  Bryan,  Esquire,  Vice  President  of  the  Executive 
Council,  Lancaster. 

Favoured  by  L*  Col,  Blyth. 
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Council  to  Col.  Jno.  Pipes,  1778. 

In  Cotmcil^ 

Lancaster,  February  2»*,  1778. 
Sir, 

Yoor  letter  of  the  20^^  of  last  month,  a  petition  from  divers  inhabi- 
tants of  jour  Cottntji  and  a  representation  of  the  situation  of  jome 
County,  signed  by  Lieut.  Coll.  Hugh  Davidson,  have  all  been  laid  bar 
fore  the  Council. 

The  Council  is  much  surprised  to  find,  that  you  have  gone  into 
the  enlistment  of  men  for  nine  months,  as  they  oannot  conceive  how 
it  is  possible  for  the  order  of  the  9th  of  December,  to  be  construed  to 
give  you  any  authority  for  so  doing.*  They  intended  io  authorise 
yon  to  call  out  the  Militia  of  your  County  for  the  immediate  defence 
of  the  inhabitants,  as  a  temporary  measure,  until  Congress  could 
obtain  the  necessary  information,  from  which,  to  form  a  judgment  of 
what  force  would  be  wanted  to  oppose  those  savages,  and  to  take 
effectual  steps  at  the  Continental  ezpence  as  hath  been  done  in 
the  Southern  States,  for  chastising  them,  for  which  purpose  a  com- 
mittee of  Congress  is  gone  to  the  westward.  As  it  was  expected  that 
the  people  of  your  County  would  more  cheefully  exert  themselves 
in  their  own  immediate  defence,  and  more  willingly  turn  out  in 
this  service,  than  in  one'  more  distant  from  home,  they  were  not 
called  to  meet  and  oppose  the  army  of  the  British  King,  but  were 
permitted  to  remain  at  home,  while  the  Militia  of  most  of  the  oihex 
Counties  have  been  called  out,  and  in  many  of  them  the  whole  eight 
classes  have  been  called,  and  have  either  served  their  turns,  found 
substitutes,  or  become  liable  to  pay  the  hire  of  substitutes.  Of  this 
money,  considerable  sums  are  already  paid  in,  and  the  remainder  is 
eollectin^  from  the  delinquents.  There  does  not  appear  any  good 
reason  why  the  people  of  jour  county  should  not  exert  their  strength 
in  their  own  defence,  at  such  a  critical  time  as  this,  on  the  same 
terms  that  the  other  parts  of  the  State  render  their  services. 

The  Militia  of  almost  every  state  in  America  has  been  called  into 
the  field,  and  in  many  places  rendered  very  important  services  and 
gained  great  honour. 

Our  Militia  law,  points  out  the  mode  of  calling  the  people  together 
for  their  defence,  this  Council  has  no  authority  to  adopt  any  other 
plan,  or  establish  an  army,  however  small,  on  any  other  principles 
than  what  the  law  has  directed :  And  indeed  the  confederation  pro- 
posed by  Congress,  is  directly  against  the  establishing  of  a  standing 
force  of  any  kind  dififerent  from  the  Militia.  But,  were  it  otherwise, 
the  enlisting  of  men  for  nine  months  appears  to  be  wholly  improper 
and  unnecessary.  It  is  very  improper  as  there  is  no  fund  for  the 
payment  of  them,  and  it  would  be  a  moat  dangerous  example  to  the 
other  Counties,  who  would  each  have  equal  right  to  claim  an  exemp- 
tion from  Militia  service }  and  unneceesaryi  as  the  Militia,  by  a  proper 

*  See  page  194. 
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exertion,  is  oertainlj  able  to  defend  themselves  against  a  much  more 
formidable  enemy  than  is,  at  present,  reasonably  ezpeoted  to  oome 
against  the  western  frontiers. .  As  to  the  price  at  which  it  is  proposed 
to  pi^  the  men,  this  alone  is  a  sufficient  reason  against  the  measnrey 
as  the  same  pay  would  undoubtedly  be  immediately  claimed  by  th0 
Militia  of  the  other  Counties,  and  perhaps  occasion  an  uneasiness  in 
the  regular  army,  which  might  produce  fatal  consequences,  from 
these  eircumstanees  alone  there  caanot  b^  a  doubt  but  that  Congresfl 
would  disapprove  of  it,  and  refuse  to  pay  such  advanced  wages. 

The  order  of  the  ninth  of  December  still  subsists  in  full  force,  and 
it  IB  all  that  the  Oounoil  have  power  to  do  for  you. 

Coll.  I>avison  has  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  pounds  to  be  delivered  by  him  toyou;  and  to  be  chai^ged 
by  the  Ti^asufor  to  yomr  account 

Directed^ 

Jobn  Piper^  LieuV  Bedford. 


Gen'l  ARMSTROisra  to  Pbes.  Wharton,  17T8. 

Carlisle,  2*  April,  1778. 
(Intended  to  be  Feb'y.  T.  M.> 

Bear  Sir, 

Having  since  my  return  to  this  plaee  had  so  very  little  intelligence 
from  York,  am  therefore  ignorant  of  the  preparatives  of  Congreaa 
relative  to  the  apparent  business  of  the  Spring,  but  confess  my  uneaai- 
ness  under  the  apprehensions  either  of  the  Lethargick  or  delusive  kind, 
having  seized  both  Congress  and  the  several  States  respecting  the 
<]egree  of  Military  strength  which  may  be  sooner  requisite  than  we 
are  aware.  This  inference  I  draw  from  universal  silence  &  inactivity 
in  regard  of  adding  any  farther  strength  to  the  Continental  Army. 
Some  may  think  it  large  enough,  but  may  too  late  be  convinced  of 
their  mistake.  Other  States  may  slumber  with  comparative  safety, 
but  Pennsylvania,  whilst  two  large  armys  prey  upon  her  vitals,  with- 
out the  aid  of  Commerce,  her  tilage  &  manufactures  greatly  curtailed^ 
by  drawing  so  many  of  her  Militia  to  the  field,  how  soon  must  she 
be  exhausted? 

These  circumstances  in  my  o|)inion  opened  a  natural  door  for  a 
warm  memonal  to  Congress  at  our  last  session  of  Assembly.  That 
the  sister  States  might  exert  themselves  at  this  peculiar  eriss,  &o. 
In  so  doing  policy  too  would  at  least  keep  equal  pace  with  humanity 
or  the  social  principle,  as  that  State  who  fights  a  decisive  battle  at  a. 
contenient  distanoe,  is  a  double  gainer. 

»  Col.  R«c.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  411. 
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I  am  mnoir  ooneerned  at  the  pmbliek  damotr  iftk'd  aga^  G«o^ 
Pottery  respecting  his  diaoipiine  in  the  cloie  of  the  Gtunpaign,  I'm 
pemtaded  the  oaie  ia  not  foily  atated  on  both  aidea  and  hope  thai 
time  &  &rther  reflexion  will  remove  these  ill  timed  pvejndtcea  and 
Buitakes* 

I  am^  Sir^  with  great  respeeti 

Your  Most  humb*  Serv't 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

JDtreeted, 

His  Ezoellencj  Tho's  Whftrtotiy  T&Bcp.,  Lancaster. 
FsTonr^d  by  Coll.  Bljthe. 


COUKOIL  TO  DbLEGATBS  IN  CONGRBSS,  1778. 

In  Council; 

Lancaster;  FeVy  3  1778. 

Gentlemen; 

The  Law  of  this  State  for  the  better  supply  of  the  army,  has  been 
forwarded  to  the  Commissioners  named  therein,  and  we  have  the 
pletsure  to  assure  the  Congress,  thro'  yoU;  that  there  appears  a  cheer- 
ful readinessjin  many  of  the  Counties  to  send  in  supplies )  in  some 
Coontics  there  appears  to  be  even  an  earnest  zeal  in  the  people  to  for- 
ward this  business;  and  divers  applications  have  been  made  to  Council 
by  the  Commissioners,  requesting  orders  to  purchase,  and  the  money 
to  pay  for  provisions.    A  Commissioner  of  this  County,  having  heard 
of  his  appointment;  immediately  procure^  near  an  hundred  nead  of 
Cattle  and  a  large  quantity  of  wheat;  but  he  is  now,  and  has  been 
for  several  days  past,  at  a  stand  for  want  of  orders  and  money.   And 
we  are  well  assured  from  Northampton  County,  that  the  people  of 
that  County  are  offering  their  wheat  to  the  Commissioners  and 
earnestly  pressing  to  have  it  received  into  the  publick  stores. 

If  Congress  shall  think  it  proper  to  give  orders  for  the  purchase 
and  put  money  into  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  to  pay  for  pro- 
visions there  dods  not  remain  a  doubt  but  that  the  Magazines  pro- 
posed may  be^  filled  with  great  expedition,  as  the  Commissioners 
named  in  the  law  can  undoubtedly  obtain  the  wheat  from  the  people 
more  readily  and  more  with  the  people's  consent,  than  the  Commis- 
sariea  of  the  army  can  do.  And  it  ought  to  be  represented  to  Oon- 
gresS;  that  now  is  the  time  for  the  purchasing  and  grinding  of  wheat; 
as  the  people  are  now  threshing  it  out,  and  the  waters  are  high  enough 
to  keep  all  our  mills  at  work;  which  it  is  well  known  cannot  be  ex- 
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pMied  to  oontimie  long  to  be  tlie  case,  for  altho'  Boiiie  milb  oontiiiQe 
to  grind  thro'  the  Sttrnmer,  there  are  many  others,  which  must  bd 
expected  to  stand  still  ae  soon  as  the  waters  lower  in  the  Spring. 
'  If  Congress  chose  to  depend  on  other  men  and  other  measores 
than  our  laws  direct  to  collect  the  provisions  of  this  State  for  the  nse 
of  the  Army,  we  hope  that  no  blame  will  be  hereafter  laid  on  this 
State  in  consequence  of  any  disappointment  which  may  arise  in 
any  way  in  this  important  business. 

I  am  Gentlemen, 

with  much  respect 

Tour  very  Haoible  Servant 

T.  W.,  Jr.,  Presid«. 

Directed^  • 
To  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  in  Congress. 


J.  B.  Smith  to  Vice  President  George  Bryan,  1778. 

York  Town,  Feb.  3',  1778. 
Dr.  Sir, 

I  wrote  you  a  few  days  ago  by  .  Nothing  sinoe  has  occurred 
worth  your  notice.  The  Assembly  of  Virginia  has  acceded  to  the 
Confederation.  I  do  not  think,  however,  they  have  treated  the 
matter  with  form  equal  to  its  importance.  Does  it  appear  proper  to 
raise  so  mat  a  fabrick  on  the  slender  basis  of  a  simplo  resolution  of 
tho  two  nouses  7  Will  not  legal  consequences  follow  from  this  con- 
federation ?  I  apprehend  it  would  be  not  only  proper,  but  that  it 
would  answer  many  valuable  purposes  if  more  form  were  used,  at 
least  if  the  articles  were  approved  &  acceded  to  by  a  law  of  each 
State  solemnly  enacted,  &  in  which  law  perhaps  it  may  be  expedient 
to  insert  certain  matters  connected  therewith.  It  is  a  question  in 
this  house,  whether  suits  can  be  supported  for  the  recovery  of  par- 
ticular* moneys  in  the  several  States.  What  think  you  of  this  ? 
This  may  be  one  object  in  the  act  I  speak  of. 

Please  to  send  the  Inclosed  to  my  good  woman. 

I  am  Dr.  Sir, 

with  respect, 

yr  aff^  &  m.  h.  s*, 

J.  S.  S. 

Have  you  any  acco*  yet  from  Sammy  7 

Directedj 
Honble  George  Bryan,  Esq'r,  Lancaster. 

*  Owing  to  the  seal,  a  part  of  this  word  cannot  he  seen. 
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Deposition  op  James  Christy,  1778. 

Laacanier,  ss. 

James  dtristji  Esquire,  Capi"  in  the  Sd  Bait"  of  Pensilvanian 
TroopSi  on  his  solem  oath  on  the  holy  Oospel,  deposeth  &  aaith, 
that  five  days  before  the  day  on  which  the  Enemy^s  horse  snrrounded 
Captain  Lee  &  some  few  lignt  horse;  in  a  house  sixteen  miles  west  of 
Philadelphia,  aboat  three  weeks  since,  a  flag  of  Truce  came  out  of 
Philadelphia,  as  this  deponent  understood  &  believes;  that  the  flag 
was  under  the  conduct  of  a  British  officer,  called  Captain  Sandford, 
bat  who  is  said  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  British  guards ;  that  this 
flag  of  Trxkce  was  accompanied  by  Captain  M'Leod,  said  to  be  of  the 
Enemys  American  Levies,  Lieu^  Sterling,  said  to  belong  to  the 
Boyal  Highlanders,  &  one  German  Commission  officer,  as  this 
deponent  understood  him  to  be,  together  with  a  surgeon  &  two  sur- 
geon's mates,  and  divers  non  Commissioned  officers  &  Waggon- 
driven;  This  deponent  was  ordered  by  Colonel  Stephenson,  of 
Yirginia,  to  join  the  flag  Bearer  and  bis  Company  at  the  sisn  of 
the  Spr^  Eagle,  on  the  great  highway  leading  from  Philadelphia 
to  Lancaster,  &  that  he  understood  from  the  British  Officers  above 
mentioned,  or  some  of  them,  that  they  conducted  &  carried  Clothipg 
for  the  B.  Prisoners  in  the  Custody  of  the  American  States;  that 
this  deponent  was  with  said  Flag  at  the  public  house  aforesaid,  called 
the  Spread  Eagle,  ft  afterwards  on  the  way  to  the  Tavern  called  the 
White  Horse,  till  the  fourth  day ;  that  Gen^  W.,  is  this  deponent 
understood,  refused  to  suffer  Cap^  M^'Leod  &  Lieu^  Stirling  to  proceed 
with  Capt.  Sandford,  &  that  they  two  returned  from  the  Spread 
Eigle  for  Philadelphia;  that  two  Bags  containing  bills  of  Credit 
were  diBoovered  to  be  in  a  Waggon  belonging  to  the  party  under 
Cap*  Sandford,  &  that  being  damaged  by  wet,  the  bags  were  opened 
k  dried,  &  that  orders  were  given  by  Cof.  Bradford,  deputy  Commis- 
suy  of  prisoners,  to  send  the  said  paper  money  back ;  that  said 
paper  money  was  accordingly,  as  deponent  believes,  taken  back  by 
Cap'  M*Leod  &  Lieu*  Sterling;  that  Lieu*  Sterling,  with  seeming 
•orprize  at  said  discovery,  alledged  that  be  was  ignorant  that  the  s' 
Btggs  were  in  the  waggons  of  said  flag  of  Truce,  or  any  of  them ; 
that  this  dep^  heard  &  understood  among  the  British  party  attending 
said  flag,  that  one  Mr.  Franks  had  ordered,  or  was  supposed  to  have 
ordered  the  bags  afores',  to  be  put  into  one  of  the  Waggons 
attending  them ;  &  that  Col.  Bradford  said  he  had  read  a  Letter 
from  Mr.  Franks,  wherein  mention  was  made  of  said  paper  money, 
ft  told  this  deponent  that  he,  this  deponent,  had  had  a  very  costly, 
pillow  last  night,  this  deponent  having  rested  his  head  on  said  Bags 
or  one  of  them,  during  the  foregoing  night. 

Indorted^ 
"  1778,  Feby.  3,  deposition  of  James  Christy,  Esq.,  relating  to  the 
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T.  Matlack  to  Jas.  Bead,  1778. 

Lancaster,  3d  Feb'y,  1778. 

Sir,     '      * 

It  IS  reported  here,  tbat  writs  &  process  are  not  now  issued  for  the 
County  of  Berks.  This,  perhaps  lias  followed  upon  your  Eleotion 
into  Assembly.  The  regular  day  for  holding  the  courts  of  the  county 
now  approaches,  &  it  is  proper,  that  Council  understand  whether  they 
have  a  Clerk  of  the  peace,  &  a  CFk  of  the  pleas  to  attend  there.  I 
am  desired  to  enquire  of  you  how  the  matter  stands,  &  to  ask  for  the 
favour  of  an  immediate  answer: 

being  Sir, 


your  very 
Obed*  Servant, 

T.  M. 


IXrected^ 
To  James  Bead,  Esquire,  at  Beading. 


BoAUD  OP  War  to  Prssidbnt  Wharton,  17T8. 

War  Office,  y^  4th  Peb'y,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  compliance  with  the  Be- 
aolution  of  Congress  of  the  15th  January,*  the  Board  have  appointed 
several  persons  as  ^  the  annexed  last,  to  superintend  the  laying  np 
of  Magazines  of  Flour,  &  the  purchasing  of  Cattle  and  salted  meat, 
for  the  use  of  the  Army.  I  am  to  request  your  Ekoellenoy  will 
be  pleased  to  give  the  necessary  Orders  to  the  Commissionera  to 
follow  such  Instructions  as  they  may  receive  from  the  Superintend- 
ants,  &  to  apply  to  them  for  money  to  enable  them  to  oarry  the  Act 
of  the  Legislature  of  this  State  into  immediate  execution. 

I  have  the  honor 

to  be  your  Excellencys 

most  h**«  Serv*, 

JOSEPH  NOUBSB. 

P.  S.  If  Cattle  can  be  purchased  in  the  Counties  moro  remote 
Money  will  be  supplied  on  application  to  the  Board. 

*  See  page  177. 


I^NNSTLTAMIA.  ABCSXYES  1778.  S85 


Saperintemhuits  appointed  for  the  Eaat  Side  of  Sa^uehamRli. 

1 


Rob't  Lettis  Hooper,       '\    For  Sussex  in  New  Jersey, 

Jonathan  Mifflin^  V       Northampton  County, 

Na^l  Falkner.  3        Beiks^  Bucks,  &  Philadelphia. 

Bieh'd  Baohe,  '\  For  LancaBter,  OheBter, 
CoL  John  Patton  late       I      the  Northern  Parts  of  the 

of  the  Con^  Army,        I     Western  Shore  of  Maryland, 

Henry  Hollingsworth,  |      the  Eastern  Shore  of  the  same 

James  Bead.  J      State,  &  the  Delaware  State. 

For  the  West  Side  of  Susquehannah, 

General  Ewing, 
Capt.  John  Byers. 

Direcied, 

On  Public  Service. 

Hh  Ezoell^r  Th.  Wharton,  jr.,  Gov  of  the  State  of  Pennsylyania, 
Lancaster. 


COMM*R  HaZELWOOD  TO   GeN.  WASHINGTON,   1778. 

Trenton,  Feb'y  4th,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  from  the  Adj*  Gen'l  a  letter,  wherein  he  informs 
me  it's  Tour  Excellenc/s  express  orders,  that  I  should  send  forward 
to  Camp  those  few  Troops  Tour  Excellency  was  so  kind  to  spare,me 
for  the  use  of  our  Fleet.  1  shall  comply  with  the  request  as  soon  as 
possible.  I  expect  our  Pay  Master  in  a  few  days,  &  as  soon  as  we 
can  nay  them  for  the  time  they  have  been  with  us,  they  shall  be 
narch'd  off  immediately.  I  shall  also  send  Tour  Excellency  the 
Number  of  Men  we  have  left  in  the  Fleet,*  as  he  in  his  Letter 
desires. 

We  are  about  getting  our  Fleet  in  readiness  with  all  possible  dis- 
patch, but  I  shall  not  be  able  to  Mann  above  half  of  them.  We  had 
a  great  number  of  killed  &  wounded,  &  a  great  many  Runaway  since 
we  have  been  in  Winter  Quarters,  i  from  the  weakness  of  our  situa- 
tion I  fear  we  shall  not  be  of  that  service  I  could  wish.  I  am  fully 
oi  opinion  that  if  we  could  take  possession  of  Billingsport,  &  For- 
tify it,  that  we  might  soon  stop  the  Pass  of  the  Biver  again,  for  the 
Pass  they  made  thro'  Billingsport  b  not  above  One  Hundred  feet 
vide,  &  as  to  inner  Channel  it  can  easily  be  blocked  up,  &  whilo 
6Ter  we  can  hold  Billingsport  nothing  can  pass  up  or  down  the 
Biver. 
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I  haive  flenlTBiz  Armed  Boats  down  the  Biver,  Mann'd  wiih  Bome 
of  the  Inhabitants  that  can  be  depended  on,  &  am  in  hopes  they  will 
be  of  use  to  annoy  the  enemy  below.  If  Your  Excellency  could 
spare  me  those  Men  that  we  have  now  trained  to  the  GaJIeySi  it 
woald  be  of  great  nse  in  keeping  the  Boats  from  carrying  in  Provi- 
sions to  the  enemy,  and  keeping  their  Graft  from  coming  up  to  rav- 
age the  Shores.  Having  not  to  add, 
Am  Your  Excellency's  most 

Obed«  &  very  H'le  Serv*. 

T.  H. 
(Copy.) 
To  his  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq'. 


Thos.  Savadgb  to  Pbbs.  Wharton,  1778. 

Fensylvania  Salt  Works,  Feb'y  5, 1778. 

'  Yonr  letter  of  Jan'y  16th*  I  duly  rec'd  by  the  hands  of  Hr.  Ja*. 
Davidson.  Com'dr  Uaselwood  does  not  think  proper  to  furnish  the 
men  yon  are  pleased  to  mention,  therefore  the  same  caose  still  subsists 
as  ever  has  done  since  the  Calling  out  of  the  Militia,  and  that  prevents 
these  Works  being  carried  into  execution,  and  I  do  not  see  any 
prospect  of  a  remedy,  altho'  I  had  seven  Journeys  to  the  different 
Councils  and  Assembly,  to  get  a  law  passed  for  the  exemption  of 
my  people  from  the  Militia,  and  with  the  greatest  difficulty  obtained 
it,  and  it  is  now  entirely  neglected ;  such  men  as  Com'dr  Hazelwood 
Could  furnish  are  not  the  men  I  want,  neither  will  I  pretend  tocanv 
on  the  Works  with  such  men.  If  Council  thinks  proper  to  furnish 
me  with  the  men  I  wrote  for,  under  the  Sanction  of  the  Act  of  As- 
sembly obtained,  I  will  exert  every  nerve  in  my  power  to  Carry  the 
Works  into  execution,  otherwise  if  they  do  not  think  proper  to  fur- 
nish me  with  the  men  agreable  thereto,  so  thKt  I  can  Carry  the 
Works  on  with  reputation  to  myself,  and  the  Benefit  of  the  State, 
which  has  ever  been  my  most  ardent  Wish — ^I  say,  except  I  can  have 
them  under  the  Act,  so  as  to  have  the  Command  of  them,  I  must 
beg  leave  to  inform  Council  that  I  cannot  think  of  Carrying  them  on 
any  longer,  for  it  is  only  deceiveing  the  publick,  myself  and  my  fa- 
mily, and  getting  an  ill  name  for  what  I  have  not  deserved. 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  Davidson,  as  an  Agent  here.  Can  be  of 
no  use  to  me  or  the  Works,  it  will  only  be  an  additional  expence  on 
them,  and  which  I  must  pay  my  Quota  of,  and  have  no  use  for  such 
a  person  here ;  furnish  me  with  proper  men  and  I  will  take  care  for 
the  rest. 

I  hope  your  Hon'  will  excuse  my  writing  thus  freely,  for  I  think 

*  Bee  page  182. 
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tgreable  to  my  Gontnot  I  can  bave  n6  Saperintendent*  over  me,  bat 
CoQDcil  tbemsetvcB  or  a  Committee  of  tbem. 

I  ihall  do  every  tbing  in  my  power  to  forward  tbe  Works  with 
the  few  hands  I  have,  and  hope  Couneil  will  provoid  me  with  men| 
in  audi  manner  as  I  can  render  my  country  service. 

I  have  a  load  of  Salt  now  in  the  drying  hooso;  bat  Cannot  get  a 
team  to  take  it  to  Trent  Town,  or  shoald  have  sent  it  two  weeks 
igo;  shoald  be  glad  Council  would  inform  me  to  whom  the  Salt 
most  be  sent  to  in  future,  it  will  not  be  proper  to  keep  it  here  longer 
tlien  is  necessary  for  drying  it. 

I  am,  S',  with  all  due  respect, 

Tour  Hon"  most  Obed*    , 

Humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  SAVADGB. 

N.  B.  There  must  be  either  land  purchased  or  rights  laid  on  Ya- 
eaot  lands  for  a  supply  of  Wood,  there  being  not  moore  then  will 
last  two  or  three  months  at  most,  Belonging  to  the  Works. 

Directed, 

To  tbe  Hon'ble  Thos.  Wharton,  Jun'.,  Esq'.,  President  of  the 
Hon'ble  Council  of  the  State  for  the  State  of  Pensylvania. 

If  hv  of  James  Davidson,  Esq^. 


Timothy  Pickering  to  T.  Matlack,  1778. 

York  Town,  FeVy  6, 1778. 

Sr, 

Year  favour  of  the  28  th  ult.  came  to  hand  yesterday.  Governor 
Wbarton  informed  me  at  Lancaster,  that  the  votes  of  Congress  were 
to  remain  there  at  present.  .  He  mentioned  the  box  also  which  is 
marked  with  my  name,  but  I  forgot  afterwards  to  give  any  direction 
>boot  it  I  must,  therefore,  request  you  will  send  it'hither  by  the 
int  good  conveyance,  to  be  left  at  the  War  OffioC;  where  I  shall  re- 
ceive it    This  will  oblige 

Tour  very  h'ble  Servant, 

TIM.  PICKERINa. 

I>ireeied, 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq'.,  Secretary  to  the  Council  of  Pensyl- 
▼Vkti,  at  Lancaster. 
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Council  to  Gbn.  Armstbong,  17T8. 

Laneasteri  Feb'y  6, 177S. 
Sir, 

Yoar  letter  dated  2nd*  April  (intended  FeVy)  is  oame  to  haid, 
and  has  been  read  in  Oonncil.  It  shews  your  laadable  attentioa  to 
the  pabHo  interest  and  general  safety. 

A  Gommittee  of  Congress  is  now  with  General  Washington,  in 
consultation  upon  the  measures  to  be  taken  for  opening  and  cairying 
on  the  campaign.  We  learn  that  they  haye  lowered  the  quota  of 
troops  to  be  raised  by  this  State  to  tenf  Battalions,  and  General  Wash- 
ington is  applied  to,  by  Council;  to  appoint  proper  recruiting  officers 
to  fill  up  this  number. 

A  descent  into  Canada,  we  understand,  is  determined  on,  and 
therefore,  it  is  probable  that  no  great  additional  force  is  to  be  ex- 
pected from  the  Eastward. 

Pennsylvania  must  suffer.  It  is  not  to  be  avoided.  It  only  i^- 
mains  to  make  the  suffering  as  light  as  possible. 
.  Council  entertain  no  jealousy  of  any  impropriety  in  General  Potter's 
conduct,  and  firmly  expect  that  it  will  meet  general  approbation.  It 
is  not  to  be  ezpeoted|  that  good  discipline  can  be  established  with- 
out the  complaints  of  those  whose  irregularities  bring  them  under 
punishment. 


.    Robert  Galbraith  to  Prbs.  Wharton,  1778. 

Sir, 

These  will  serve  to  inform  your  Excellency  ^at  upon  my  going 
to  Bedford,  I  put  the  Warrant  I  obtained  from  the  Council  into  the 
Hands  of  the  Sheriff,  who  took  Mr.  Smith  into  Custody,  upon  which 
he  delivered  up  the  Records,  Seals,  JtC.  Notwithstanding  the  In- 
dian disturbances  in  the  County,  we  had  a  pretty  smart  Court  The 
Grand  Jury  found  several  Bills,  and  a  great  many  who  were  for  some 
time  past  backward  in  taking  the  Oath  came  into  Court  and  took  it, 
so  that  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  matters  wear  a  good  aspect 
now  in  Bedford,  with  regard  to  the  Constitution. 

There  was  a  large  Court  at  Carlisle  and  a  prity  clever  one  at  York, 
and  the  good  People  in  each  of  the  Counties  seem'd  exceedingly 
well  pleased  with  the  proceedings. 

I  wou'd  just  mention  to  the  Council,  that  George  Stevenson,  of 
Cariisle,  (Attorney  at  Law,)  has  Issued  Replevins,  Ret'ble  to  last 
Term,  in  about  a  dozen  of  Instances,  for  goods  levied  upon  by  order  of 
the  Lieutenants  of  the  County,  for  Fines  assessed  on  Delinquents  in 
their  Classes  of  the  Militia.  The  Plaintifis  in  Replevin  alledge  That 

*  See  page  230.  f  See  page  250. 
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the/  are  exeasable,  some  for  being  employed  as  Deputy  Commu»a% 
others  for  Ydnvtarily  entriDg  aii4  ariving  their  Waggons  in  the 
Mrnce,  Ac*,  and  the  Cause  of  Action  accruing  before  the  date  of  the 
Supplement  to  the  Militia  Law.  The  Issue  of  these  Actions  are 
impatiently  waited  for,  as  the  Collecting  of  Fines  in  that  County, 
oiiieh  depend  upon  a  determination  in  favor  of  the  Lieutenants.  As 
I  am  conoemed  for  the  Lieutenants,  I  wou'd  be  glad  of  the  advice 
of  the  Council  in  this  matteri  and  whether  there  has  been  any  deter- 
mination in  Cases  similar  to  these  I've  mentioned.  A  few  lines,  to 
the  eare  of  W**.  Lyons,  Esq'.,  in  Carlisle,  by  the  Next  Court  may 
aoBwer  a  good  purpose.  I  wou'd  also  mention  to  the  Council  the 
Caae  of  a  certain  William  Montgomery,  who  was  tried  at  York« 
Town  the  last  Sessions  for  Misprision  of  Treason.*  The  matter  came 
before  the  Court  and  Petty  Jury,  by  presentment  from  the  Grand 
Jury.  The  Petty  Jury  also  found  him  guilty  of  Misprison  of  Trea- 
son. Mr.  Smith,  of  York  Town,  and  Mr.  Stevenson,  of  Carlisle, 
who  were  both  concerned  for  him,  were  going  to  move  in  arrest  of 
Jndgm*,  but  rather  than  risque  a  motion  of  that  kind  with  the 
Coui,  who  were  but  young  hands,  and  no  president  of  a  Con- 
viction of  the  kind  yet  established  to  my  knowledge,  I  thought 
it  most  prudent  to  have  the  Verdict  of  the  Jury  Keoorded,  and 
Montgomery  sent  back  to  prison^  untiU  the  opinion  of  the  Council 
was  had  in  the  matter. 

There  were  two  eyidenoes  to  convict  him  with  the  Petty  Jury,  that 
of  Mrs.  White,  of  Tork  Town,  and  of  Mr.  John  Wilson,  late  of 
Philad*.  His  beheavour  in  Prison  and  after  Tryal,  I've  been  in- 
formed, has  been  very  insolent. 

As  Time  does  not  permit  me  to  write  to  Mr.  Serjant,  I  wou'd  take 
it  kind  if  he  was  informed  that,  as  I  have  not  yet  got  a  Clerk,  and 
Northumberland  Court  does  not  come  the  week  after  York  Town — 
It  is  at  present  out  of  my  power  to  attend  Northumberland,  the 
other  Counties  I  can  &  will. 

I  wou'd  be  glad  if  Colonel  Matlaok  wou'd  send  me  ^  first  oppor- 
tonity  a  Dozen  of  Tavern  Idoence,*and  Commission  of  Clerk  of  the 
Peace  for  Bedford  County. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  Excellency's  and  the  Honble 
CouncU's 

Most  obed^  humble  Serv^ 

BOBERT  GALBRAITH. 

Rock  Creek,  February  6, 1778. 

Directed  J ' 

His  Esoellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun^,  Esq'.,  &o*.;  &<^.;  &o*.; 
now  at  Lancaster. 

*  See  page  62. 


240  PENNSYLVANIA  AB0HI7E8  1778. 

Council  to  Bbig.  Gbn.  Laobt,  1778. 

In  Council;  Lancaster,  Febroarj  6;  1778. 

Sir, 

I  rec'  your  Letter  of  the  2d'*'  Ins^,  wbich  inclosed  a  return  of  the 
Militia  under  your  Command,  and  I  am  sorry  to  find  the  number  80 
small.  I  however  hope  you  will  Shortly  be  reinforced  so  consider- 
ably as  to  make  your  Corps  formidabloi  and  enable  ydu  to  render 
serrice  to  your  Country  by  preventing  the  Enemy  doing  injury  to 
the  inhabitants,  unless  they  come  out  in  force. 

It  would  be  well  for  you  to  write  to  the  Issuing  Commissary  to 
furnish  you  with  Provisions  regularly,  so  that  your  Men  may  be 
employed  more  advantageously  than  in  collecting  them,  for  notwith- 
standing the  trouble  or  inconveniency  of  furnishing  the  Scouting 
parties  therewith,  yet  it  should  be  done  if  possible,  for,  if  it  is  left 
to  themselves  to  procure,  I  am  much  afraid  irregularities  will  be 
committed  and  complaints  exhibited  by  the  inh^.bitant8,  that  may 
employ  more  of  your  time  to  rectify  than  you  will  find  leisure  for. 

Brigade  Majors  are  not  furnished  with  Commissions.  It  is  cus- 
tomary, I  believe,  to  establish  their  Rank  by  signifying  it  in  General 
Orders. 

The  Paymasters  of  each  County  have  generally  paid  the  Men  for 
their  rations  of  Liquor,  as  it  is  not  possible  for  us  to  furnish  it. 

I  hope  the  Assembly,  at  their  next  Sitting,  will  put  a  Stop  to  'a 
practice  so  expensive,  and  on  many  accounts  very  injurious. 

I  am,  with  respect,  Sir, 

your  very  hum.  Serv^ 

Brig.  Gen.  John  Lacey,  Jun'. 


Circular  of  Council,  1778. 

In  Council,  Lancaster,  February  6th|  1778. 
Sir, 

Congress  having  appointed  Robert  Lettis  Hooper,  jan%  Jonatbaa 
Mifflin  and  Nathaniel  Falconer,  Superintendants  of  the  Magasines, 
to  be  laid  up  for  the  use  of  the  Continental  army,  in  pursuance  of 

*  See  page  226. 
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Om  law  of  this  State.    Yon  are  therefore  to  apply  to  theni|  or  either 
of  them^  fitf  monej  and  iastmotioiie,  as  oeeasioa  may  require. 

I  am,  Sir; 

YoTir  tery  humble  aeryant. 

n!S  T«i»«  P«M^«  u*..  ftf  1  f<*'  I^nowter,  Chester,  the  Northern 
L  Con£iS  SSy     I     !»''»  ^^  the  Western  Shore  of  Mary. 
Henry  Hollingsworth/'   j      ^nd,  the  Eastern  shore  o^^^^^^ 
Jama  Bead  I      °'**®»  •^^^  *^^  Delaware  State. 

Sjt'joh^yers,  }  '°'  *^  '''^^»*  ^^^^  ^'  Susquehanna. 

Robert  LetUs  Hooperj  j'.S  Superintendantsfor  Sussex  in  New  Jer- 
Jonathan  Mifflin,  v     sey,  counties  Northampton^  Bucks, 

Natthaniel  Falconer,         )     Berks  and  Philad*. 


CO0KCIL  TO  GeNBRAL  WASHINGTON,  1778. 

Laneaster,  7^  Febru',  1778. 
Sir, 

Council  had  the  honour  to  write  to  your  Excell'y  on  the  15^  day"^ 
of  last  month,  in  the  words  of  the  inclosed  Copy;  &  as  the  urgency 
of  leyying  men  to  fill  up  the  Penn*  Batt*,  pressed  on  the  spirits  of 
the  members,  they  wished  to  see  officers  for  that  purpose,  appear. 
But  after  waiting  some  time,  &  finding  none  sent  up,  they  have  feared 
that  their  Letter  had  miscarried.  HowcTer,  as  Oen^  Wayne,  when 
last  here,  was  possessed  of  their  plan  of  raising  recruits,  &  promised 
to  tid  in  finding  the  most  suitable  officers,  they  rested  the  business 
much  on  their  Letter,  &  the  Oen^'*  known  Zeal  and  iudualry  in  pro- 
moting the  public  service.  But  they  now  apprehend  that  some  aod- 
dent  has  intervened,  &  at  least  delayed  this  necessary  Business. 
llisy  hope,  that  if  it  be  not  so,  or  that  every  thing  is  doin^  that  can 
be  expected,  Y'^  Ex''  will  impute  this  renewal  of  their  apphcation,  to 
a  flense  of  the  importance  of  the  present  moment. 

By  Capt^  Moore. 

hdonedf 
To  His  Excellency,  General  Washington. 

*  See  page  180« 
YoL.Vr— 11 
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GomnrrL  fo  Dbimatm  nr  OoNMiRiSt  1778. 

^  Za  Oomoil, 

Lmoaster,  Feb'y  7, 17T8. 

(Gentlemen : 

The  late  Council  of  Safety,  appointed  bj  GtoaenA  AsBemblj 
wrote  to  the  Hnl)Ie  Board  of  War^  on  the  17^  of  October  last,  aod 
mentiobed  M'  Robert  Lettis  Hooper,  and  M'  John  BiddUi  in  the 
quarter  Master's  line;  aa  persons  against  whom  complaint  had  been 
made.* 

We  UBderstand  that  you  haye  lately  been  called  upon  to  show  the 
evidence  on  which  this  charge,  so  fitr  as  rektes  to  M'  Hooper,  is 
founded,  and  that  you  had  not  been  furnished  with  the  fkcts  which 
are  alledged  against  him. 

The  People  of  the  County  of  Northampton  have  been  loud  in  their 
complaints  against  M'  Hooper;  but  as  business  of  more  consequence 
has  been  generally  before  this  Council,  it  has  not  b^en'attended  to, 
perhaps,  so  fully  as  it  ought  to  have  been ;  nor  the  evidences  ooL- 
lected  wiHh  the  necessary  care.    This  Council  have  no  personal  pique 
against  M'  Hooper;  but  in  justice  to  the  late  Council  of  SafeU  the 
proofs  which  have  been  collected  ought  to  be  laid  before  the  Board 
of  War;  And  for  this  purpose,  they  are  enclosed  to  you.    By  these 
yoa  will  see  that  M'  Hooper  has  made  a  practice  of  granting  pmrs 
to  persons  travelling  directly  contrary  to  ^e  laws  of  the  State,  wbich 
as  deputy  quarter  M%  he  had  no  pretension  of  authority  to  do ;  and 
that  he  not  only  refused  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  required  by 
Our  Iftws,  but  used  his  influence  to  prevent  others  from  taking  it) 
wfaioU  has  doubtless  been  greatly  injurious  to  the  General  cause  of 
America,  and  to  the  County  of  Northampton  in  particular.     What 
H'  Hooper's  inducement  to  this  may  have  been  we  are  uninformed. 
We  kno9of  no  objections  made  against  this  oath  by  any  persons 
Whatever,  bu$  thai  allegiance  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain  is  re- 
mmdeed  and  refused;  allegiance  to  the  Common  Wealth  of  PeuDsjI- 
.vania  as  a  free  &  ind^peMtenl  state  acknowledged ;  and  an  eugage* 
Bleat  to  do  Bothii^;  injurious  to  this  independence  a$  etiaUuhed  h^ 
Cangresaf  and  to  disoover  Conspiracies  against  this  or  any  of  tbe 
United  States.     These  are  realJy  the  objections  made  against  this 
oath.    The  Gentlemen  who  have  opposed  the  frame  of  Ooveminent, 
have  made  little  objection  to  it :  If  it  had  been  otherwise,  M**  Hooper 
can  have  no  pretension  to  found  his  objection.on  this  grouod— -for 
he  has  made  application .  to  Couocil  for  office  under  the  present 
Government,  which  was  not  granted,  because  men  undoubtedly 
better  qualified  for  it  were  willins  to  accept  it. 

Council  have  no  wish  to  do  the  smallest  injustice  to  H'  Hooper, 
and  therefore  send  you  the  following  paragraph  of  a  letter,  now  before 

*  See  VoL  V.,  p.  688. 


^  Ammguig  the  inMifon^  of  tius  eouAtj  to  lako  U»e  Oftta  of 
^'illegiaoce,  it  has  been  too  gODeral  and  too  gkriog  to  deny ;  Aod 
^mlk  raipeot  to  (iaiMs,  etidenee  tbeveof  is  bofora  Couaoil;  Bat  as 
^io  partiality  in  preaaiBg  Waggons  to  the  distress  of  Whigp  aad  the 
*  leliief  of  toriea,  I  believe  the  infocfttation  is  ill  foonded/' 

Perhaps  it  is  not  foreign  to  the  present  boaiBess  to  sayj  there  is 
lesson  to  apprehend  that  it  Hooper  mey  have  taken  some  merit  to 
himself  from  the  Vigilance  and  aetiyiiy  of  M'  Conrad  Kreideri  who 
vas  appointed  Waggon  M'  for  Northampton  county^  and  exerted 
himself  in  thai  offiee  with  great  Zeal  and  industry* 

Directed. 
To  the  honorabloi  the  delegates  of  Pennsylvania  in  Congress. 


OOUKOIL  TO  SXAXB  JSXYY  BOABD,  1778. 

In  Connoi]| 

Lancaster,  PebJ^  7, 1778. 

Genilemeai 

It  ha^been  suggested  that  it  is  practicable  to  annoy  the  enemy  in 
the  river  below  Philadelphia,  with  Barges,  called  Guard  boats.  A 
ppirit  of  enterprise  in  this  way  has  discovered  itself  in  Oapt.  Berry 
k  other  officers  in  the  Continental  Navy,  and  other  persons,  particu^ 
krly  in  the  Delaware.  ^  This  Stste  promises  considerable  advantage 
to  the  adventurers  as  well  as  to  the  pubUo.  Api^Mstion  has  been 
nsde  to  Council  by  Captain  Dougherty  and  Mr.  John  Naghton 
requesting  to  be  permitted  to  have  two  of  the  boats  to  fit  out  for 
this  purpose.  l%eir  request  would  have  been  readily  granted^  bot 
tiMt  Coundl  waited  to  find  Captain  Barry^s  example  indu<nng  the 
offloers  &  men  of  our  fleet  for  a  time  specified.  Their  publick  exer- 
tions, we  would  wish  to  encourage  &  reward,  asking  the  use  of  those 
Barges  on  the  same  footing  that  others  ofifer  to  take  them — that 
Vi  to  say,  to  give  seouritv  for  the  safe  return  of  the  boats,  fiud  men 
ft  victoals,  &  take  all  they  get  from  the  enemy,  givins  security, 
ind  acting  under  Commis*  as  privateers.  For  if  any  benefit  can 
irifls  from  a  plan  of  this  kind,  it  ought  to  be  to  the  officers  and  men 
wWhave  signalized  themselves  in  the  time  of  danger.  Couooil  there- 
fore direct  you  to  permit  as  many  of  the  Boats  as  may  be  spared 
to  be  fitted  out  immediately  on  the  terms  aforesaid  by  our  officers  ot 
otheis. 

For  this  purpose,  Blank  Commissions  from  Congress  are  nofr 
enclosed  to  yon.  They  are  to  be  filled  up  with  the  names  of  the 
Commanders  of  the  Barges,  but  it  may  be  convenient  to  term  them 
Captains,  because  of  the  difficulty  of  finding  suitable  exchanges,  ih 
<stte  of  Capture.    Skipper,  Midshipman,  Beetswaia,  Obxeweib,  have 
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f>eeQ  suggested.  Ton  will  aotfoftooAtte  tUswith  Ihe  Gkniiemen, 
whose  case  we  eonsall  hi  tliis  eaution.  Tbej  may  at  the  aame  time 
wear  what  Titles  they  ehuse. 

Gonneil  suppose  ihat  your  board  will  think  it  adTisaUe  befim 
long  to  fit  OQt  2  or  3  of  the  OallieSi  to  restrain  the  efforts  of  the 
Enemy  up  the  Delaware.  Farther  instructions  concerning  the  fleet 
will  be  given  after  the  assembly  meets. 

Mr.  Bradfords  letter  of  the  24th  of  Jan',  is  received  and  the  fop> 
going  will  be  considered  as  a  reply, 

N.  B.  Sonds  are  to  be  given  with  seenrity  in  the  penal  sum  of 
6000  Dollars,  &  the  bonds  sent  to  Oonncil  to  be  forwarded  to  Con* 
gross. 

To  the  Navy  Board  at  Bnrlington. 


Col.  B.  MctlALBSTER  to  Fbssidekt  Whartok,  1778. 

Feb'y  7th,  1778. 
Bir,  •    • 

Yoor  orders  of  the  20th  of  Jan'y  came  to  hand  the  29th  of  s* 
Month — ^I  have  Dispatched  them  to  every  Comer  of  the  County— 
Giving  the  strictest  orders  to  have  the  arms  of  the  Militia  Inspected 
into,  and  a  Return  of  the  Public  arms  made  to  me  with  as  muok 
apeed  as  Posable,  which  shall  Transmit  to  y  Exelency  on  sight 
Indeed  this  County  will  not  Produce  maney  arms  worth  notice,  u 
sometime  Past  they  ware  Mostly  taken  into  the  service. 

I  inclose  a  Certificate  in  fav*!  of  the  Bearer  Maj'r  Joseph  Lilley, 
who  n  on  his  way  to  Camp. 

I  am  with  Due  Respect 

Y'  Exelencies 

Most  ob*  H"«  Serv*, 

RD.  McCALESTER. 

N.  B.  I  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  get  a  Return  of  all  the  officers 
of  this  County  of  those  that  marched,  alltho'  Repeatedly  at  it,  is 
jK)on  as  I  can  colect  it^  will  Imediately  send  it  to  CounciL 

R.  McC. 

XHreeiedf 

His  Exelency  Tho»  Wharton,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Exe«  Council 
bf  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 

Vav'd  by  Moj'r  LiUey. 
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Jamks  Rbab  to  Sbc't  Matlack,  1778. 

Sir, 

At  3  o'clock  this  afternoon  your  Letter  to  me  of  the  8d  Instant^ 
etme  to  hand,  which  I  am  sorry  I  did  not  receive  sooner;  as  I  fear  - 
joa  will  not  reeeire  my  answer  in  Time ;  there  being  no  Person  I 
know  of  going  to  Lancaster^  However  I  shall,  ais  soon  as  I  dose  thir 
letter,  enquire  for,  and  perhaps  (as  the  Koad  is  much  travelled) 
may  find  some  body  going  that  way. 

Several  Writs  have  issued  returnable  Tuesday  next^  and  .the 

People  know  that,  on  proper  applications,  they  may  have  Writs ; 

hat,  there  not  being  a  single  attorney  in  our  County  who  does  Busi-* 

ness,  few  apply,     u  any  one  comes  to  me,  I,  as  a  Friend,  assist  the 

Justice  in  issuing  the  Writ,  of  which  he  keeps  a  memorandum,  and  * 

the  Sheriff  will  make  his  Return.    Who  will  then  take  up  the 

Business  on  the  Part  of  the  Plaintiff  is  uncertain.    If  onlv  one 

attorney  should  attend  it  would  be  of  ill  consequence.    If  he  be  for 

the  Plaintiff  a  Judm*  will  be  obtained  in  almost  every  action,  as 

few  know  how  to  appear  for  themselves ;  if  fbr  the  Defendant,  he 

win  obtain  a  Non  press,  and  an  Execution  may  issue  against  the 

the  Plaintiff  for  Costs.    Thus,  till  several  Gentlemen  of  the  law 

attend  the  Court,  I  think,  seriously,  the  issuing  Process  will  answer 

no  good  End.    I  proposed  a  Remedy  for  the  Evil  in  the  House  of 

Assembly,  but  nothing  was  concluded  on  relative  to  my  motion. 

The  Business  of  the  Common  Pleas  has  not  been  retarded  by  my 

bang  a  Member  of  Assembly.    Mr.  James  Whitehead  has,  of  latCi 

acted  as  Clerk  in  Sessions,  having  been  appointed  on  a  Hint  of  the 

Hon'ble,  the  Vice-President,  in  a  Letter  to  me  for  a  pro  Tempore 

^ypointment,  and  Business  in  Sessions  has  hitherto  gone  on.    So&e 

time  since  the  Justices  recommended  me,  Mr.  Whitehead,  and  Mr. 

Henry  Christ,  Jun'.    I  will  bring  with  mo  that  recommendation  to 

Lancaster,  the  18th  Instant.    I  conceive  a  way  may  be  fallen  upon 

to  remove  the  Impediments,  so  that  the  Business  of  our  Courts  may 

be  pat  in  a  good  Train.    My  sentiments  on  this  important  subject 

inll  be  more  proper  for  a  conversation  than  communicable  by  letteri 

therefore,  I  shall  give  them  freely  &  fully  to  you  when  I  shall  have 

the  Pleasure  of  seeing  you  (as  I  shall  shortly)  at  Lancaster.    In  the 

mean  time  I  b^  leave  to  assure  you  that  I  am,  with  much  afieotioii 

and  esteem, 

Sir, 

your  most  humble  serv* 

JAMES  READ. 

Reading,  Pebmary  the  7'^,  1778,  Saturday  evening. 
DiVwferf, 

To  Timothy  Matlaok,  EsquirSj  Secretary  of  the  Supreme  Exeoo* 
tive  Council,  &c.,  at  Lancaster. 

By  &vur  of  John  Morris,  Esq'. 

*  Bee  page  284.  . 
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COMHODOKB  HaZKLWOOD  TO  PKEStDBTT  WhABTOV,  1778.    . 

f 

Sir, 

I  BQoeiyed  your  Ezoellency's  two  lettera  of  Um  24*^  Deo'  &  6*^ 
J9ii0lff*  t  note  the  Contents.  We  btve  done  eyery  thing  in  our 
power  for  the  safety  of  the  Fleet  t  their  Stores,  &  have  been  as 
oarefuU  as  we  oould  to  keep  the  People  together,  notwithstanding 
ally  there  is  a  namber  of  them  deserted.  We  have  got  the  Cannon 
on  boerd  ttie  Galleys  again,  &  the  Stores,  &  are  makinff  ready  tho 
Fleet  as  faafc  possible,  &  hope  shall  be  able  to  proceed  down  the 
Siver  in  a  few  days,  as  there  is  no  loe  now  in  it,  &  the  weather 
'  pretty  moderate,  &  I  hope  oar  People  will  be  better  satisfied,  for  I 
mxk  teased  tt  death  with  one  complaint  or  otherj  in  parliottlar  for 
their  pay^ 

I  should  have  wrote  to  your  Ejioellenoy  long  ago,  bat  my  per<« 
plezity  with  the  People,  &  the  short  notice  L  have  bad  of  anj 
^ortu&ity  gping  year  way. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  your  Excellency  &  Coancil's  thought  of  tha 
grent  eicpenoe  I  have  been  at^  &  hope  your  Excellency  A  Cooncil 
will  fix  something  for  me  that  will  be  equal  to  it,  for  my  pay  only 
^ill  not  half  sufiport  me  in  my  station— I  have  sunk  a  g^eat  deal 
of  money  sinoe  I  have  been  in  the  service. 

I  have  received  orders  from  General  Washington  to  send  to  Camp 
all  the  Men  that  we  received  as  a  reinforcement  from  him  when 
down  at  Fort  Island.  I  have  wrote  him  about  it^  &  inclosed  yoa 
have  a  copy  of  the  letter  wrote  him,t  but  have  no|  received  any 
aniwer  as  yet  If  we  are  to  send  them  to  Camp  we  cannot  pay 
them  what  is  dae  for  this  two  months  past. 

I  hnve  been  informed  by  Capt.  Blower  &  some  others  That  aCol* 
Shnith,  who  was  in  Fort  Miffln  for  some  time,  has  made  free  with 
my  character,  which  surprises  me  mooh.  He  received  some  hurt  in 
his  ttrm  in  the  Fort^  came  over  to  Red  fiank,  &  another  officer  sent 
to  take  the  Command  at  the  Fort  io  his  place.  One  day  Gen*  Vamom 
sent  for  me  on  shore  to  meet  him  at  Col.  Greea.'s,  at  Bed  Bank  Fort. 
I  went,  &  after  doing  my  business  with  him,  Col,  Smith  mention'd 
4Pmething  to  me  about  the  Galleys  that  I  knew  to  be  false.  I  told 
him  he  was  a  lying  scoundrel,  with  that  he  made  a  stroke  at  me^  & 
nothing  prevented  me  for  treating  him  as  he  deserved  but  Genl 
Vernom  h  a  number  of  other  officers  who  interfered,  &  I  was  de- 
termined to  take  an  opportunity  to  call  him  to  account  for  it,  but 
Gen'l  Vernom  constantly  begging  me  to  make  the  matter  up,&  e?en 
brought  him  on  l>oard  the  jProvince  Sloop  one  night  after  dark^ 
where  part  of  our  board  was  present,  &  insisted  that  we  should  be 
friends.  Afitcr  a  great  deal  of  persuasions  of  both  sides,  t!ie  matter 
was  settled  ;  we  drank  together  &  parted  friends.  I  beard  no  more 
of  it  until  lately,  but  I  cannot  find  any  penon  srho  beaid  hid)  say 

*  See  pp.  182, 167.    '  t  S««  P*  ^^ 


ity  or  I  should  call  him  to  t  proper  aooount  for  it  Gap.  Blower 
likeviflb infcmied  mo  that  anamber  of  People  blames  us 6s  bnHi- 
ing  the  Ships.  I  wrote  your  Ezoellenoe  &  Coonoil  follj  on  that 
h^  befofOy  whioh  I  tbovght  was  Batisfactory.* 

I  have  now  to  inform  yoar  Exoellenoy  That  we  have  had  sevetlt 
applicatioas  for  the  borrowing  aome  of  oar  armed  Boats,  by  the 
Inhabitants  of  onr  own  State,  &  that  they  woold  Mmin  &  Tiotaal 
them  themselresy  &  woald  haul  them  down  to  Salem  by  Land,  S^ 
annoy  the  enemy  down  the  Rivor.    With  thd  approbation  of  tho 
Nsfy  Board  I*ha?e  lent  them.    I  should  ba^e  sent  them  down  onr^ 
sd?es,  bnt  I  was  afraid  to  tmst  our  People  with  them,  as  they  had 
ron  away  with  two  Boats  to  the  enemy,  that  we  had  sent  down  some 
time  hefore.    If  yonr  Excellency  do  not  approTC  of  the  Boats  beii^ 
lent,  we  will  call  them  in  immediately.     We  have  one  Bo^t  down 
^tt  is  on  the  Fleet's  account ;  with  a  pickt  crew  on  board  that  I 
think  may  be  depended  on,  &  Gap^  GoHins  in  her,  which  I  hope  will 
tske  something  before  he  votannis,  having  not  to  add, 
am  yonr  BteeUeiwy's 

most  obedient 

&  very  h'ble  serv*, 
Trenton,  Peby  8%  1778.  JOHN  HAZELWOOD. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esqr.,  President  for  Stat9 
of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 


Thomas  Jokss,  D,  0,  G.,  to  ,  1T78. 

(Copy.) 

Gamp,  near  Valey  Forge,  FeV  8lh,  1778- 

JBir, 

Underneath  yon  have  an  ace*  of  what  constitotes  a  Ratiofl,  as 
jigieed  on  by  a  Board  of  41eneral  officers,  on  28th  December  last, 
to  be  delivered  ont  to  the  Troops,  viz : 


for  Onards,  24  lb  Soft  Soap,  or  8  lb  of  hard  Soap,  ^  100  Men  ^ 

Week. 
N.  B.  The  Liqner  to  be  Issned  only  on  General  or  Special  ordets. 
Yon  are  therefore  Reqnested,  on  any  acconnt  whatsoever,  not  to 
Deliver  any  more  bnt  agreeable  to  the  above  orders,  nntill  further 
Direotion  from  me.    I  am  sir, 

yoinr  hnmble  serVt, 

THOMAS  JONES, 
D.  G.  G.  of  Iflsnes. 

*  Bee  pages  47, 121. 


Hi  PSHNitLYANU  AfiOtUTES  177»- 

Pbi^3»bnt  ov  Cokgrsss  to  Prbsidsnt  Wharton,  1778. 

York  Town.  8th  Febvaiy,  1778. 
Sif, 

'   1  beg  leave  to  refer  to  my  last  Letter,  tinder  the  27th  past. 

This  will  be  accompanied  by  a  printed  Act  of  Congress  of  the 
8d  Inst.,*  &  5  Copies,  for  obliging  officers,  military  &  civil,  holding 
appointments  nnder  Congress,  to  qualify  themselves  for  acting  ia 
their  respective  offices,  by  taking  certain  Oaths  therein  prescribe, 
of  which  yonr  Excellency  is  requested  to  give  pnbiic  Notice  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  &  to  lay  copies  of  the  Act  before  the  Legis- 
lative &  Ezecntive  Authorities  of  the  State. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  great  Sagard  sir, 

your  Eiseelleney'i 

obedient  humble  serv't 

HENRY  LAURENS, 
President  of  Congress. 
Directedj 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton^  Esquire^  President  Penn- 
iiylvania. 


Qm*Ti  Watvb  to  BEORiriTiKa  OFnciBS,  1778. 

Campi  Mount  Joy^  10th  Feb'y,  1778. 
Oenilemen, 

You  are  to  proceed  Immediately  to  Lancaster,  when  you  will  waifc 
jon  his  Excellency  Qov'r  Wharton,  for  Instructions,  for  uie  recruidng 
Service. 

^  I  shall  only  Caution  you  to  guard  a^inst  Inlist'g  any  person  for 
,R  soldier,  who  may  have  Ruptures,  Sore  Leggs,  or  old  running  wounds 
— ^I  have  the  fullest  confidence  in  your  abmty  and  attachments  to  the 
Cause,  and  am  well  assured,  that  nothing  will  be  wanting  on  your 
.Part  to  Compleat  ^our  Respective  Corps  with  all  possable  Pispatoh. 

You  will  from  time  to  time,  advise  me  of  your  success  in  the  R^ 
cruiting  Service,  with  such  observatioiui  as  may  tend  to  fiunlitate 
this  essential  business. 

I  am  Oentlemen, 

your  mo.  ob^ 

htunble  Servant 

ANT*  Y  WAYNE,  B.  Q. 

*  See  Colon.  Beo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  415. 
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A  List  of  Officers  who  are  Ordered  on  the  Becmit'g  Service. 

Of  Ist  Reg«  Penn.  .Of  7th  Beg*  Penn. 

Cspi  Will-  Willson.  Gapt.  William  Alexander . 

Lient.  Dav'  Zigler.  Lieat.  Ja*  Williamson. 

Of  2d  Beg*  Pemi.  Of  8th  Beg*  Penn. 

Ctpt.  Sam*  Talbort.  *  Capt.  Sam^  Miller. 

Lieut.  John  Stoy.  Adjutant  Crawford. 

Of  4th  Beg*  Penn.  Of  10th  Beg*  Pcnn, 

Ctpt  Edward  Scull.  Lieut.  Ben.  Carpenter. 

Lieut.  W-  Henderson.  do.    Bob*  Hooper. 

Of  5th  Bag^  Penn.  Of  11th  Beg*  Penn. 

Capi  W""  Oldham.  Lieut.  John  Pearson. 

Lieut.  Ch*  M^'Henry.  do.    Ben.  Hammond. 

N.  B.  Tlie  Gentlemen  are  desired  in  a  particular  manner^  to  take 
Notioe  and  apprehend  all  Deserters  of  what  State  soever. 


Prisidbnt  of  Coitorkss  to  President  Whakton,  1778. 

York  Town,  10th  Feb'y,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  wrote  to  your  Ezcellencj  the  8th  Inst.^  by  Messenger  Barry. 
Under  this  CoTcr  your  Excellency  will  reeeiTc  an  Act  of  Consress 
for  restraining  &  preventing  Maloonduct  in  Continental  Officers  Civil 
&  Military  k  ibr  correcting  the  abuse  of  Supernumeraries  in  the  Civil 
Liae.  Also  an  Act  of  the  same  date  recommending  to  the  Legisla- 
taren  of  the  several  States  to  Enaot  Laws  for  the  most  spe^y  & 
effeetnal  recovery  of  debts  due  to  the  United  States  of  America. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  regard,  Sir, 

Tour  Ezcellenoey^s  Obedient 

&  most  humble  Servant 

HENBY  LAUBENS 

President  of 

His  Excellency  President  Wharton,  Pennsylvania. 

11* 
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6bn.  Washikqton  to  President  Wharton,  1778. 

Head  Qaarters^  Valley  Forge,  10<^  Feb,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  favon  of  the  15*^  and  22*  nit*,* 
with  the  several  pnUio  aete  referred  to  inakeed.  I  most  fiDcerely 
wish  that,  for  compleating  yonr  qnota  of  men,  may  be  fonnd  adequate 
to  the  purpose,  but  X  very  much  doubt  it.  I  have  ordered  two 
proper  Officers  from  every  Regiment  beloDgiug  to  vour  State,  to 
repair  to  Lancaster,  and  take  their  recruiting  instmotions  bom  you. 

I  observe,  that  the  State  have  appointed  Col'  Francis  Johnston  to 
receive  and  distribnte  the  Oloathing  collected  by  the  OommLisioners. 
That  Oentlemf n  has  not  been  able  to  do  dnty  for  some  time  on 
account  of  his  Health,  he  is  not  in  Camp  at  present,  and  I  do  not 
find  that  he  is  expected.  I  Iherefore  most  earnestly  desire  that 
some  other  may  be  appointed,  and  that  what  doathing  is  collected 
may  be  immediately  sent  down.  General  Wayne  brought  a  tolerable 
supply  for  the  two  Bri^des  under  his  command ;  but  the  3',  6% 
9%  12*^,  and  13<^  Begiments  are  in  great  distress,  and  aro  the  more 
nneasyand  discontented,  as  they  see  their  oompanions  are  provided 
for. 

GoP  Lutterloh,  Deputy  Q'  M**  General,  informs  me  that  he  found 
a  considerable  quantity  of  oloathing  collected  at  Beading,  waiting 
for  an  order  to  be  sent  forward.  This  being  the  particular  property 
of  your  State,  I  did  not  think  myself  at  liWty  to  interfere  with  it, 
but  I  hopeyou  will  immediately  order  it  to  Camp.  It  may  come 
down  by  Water  and  save  the  labor  and  ezpenoe  of  Waggons. 

It  certainly  was  never  expected  or  in^nded,  that  the  States 
should  furnish  their  Officers  with  such  Cloathing  as  was  demanded 
of  yours.  The  reeommendation  of  Gon^press  is,  that  each  State 
sheold  furnish  their  Officers  and  Men  with  proper  (by  which  I 
undentand  decent  and  substantial)  doathing,  at  a  price  in  propo^ 
tion  to  their  pay.  and  that  the  loss,  which  will  arise  between  the 
first  cost  and  the  price  at  which  it  may  be  charged  upon  delivery, 
shall  be  defrayed  by  the  Continent  at  large. 

Inclosed  yon  have  the  Betum  of  the  Commissioned  and  Staff 
Officers  of  your  State.  You  will  observe^  that  there  are  many  pro- 
motions and  vacancies  to  fill.  I  put  a  stop  to  them  untill  the  new 
arrangement*  of  the  Army,  now  under  consideration,  shall  be  com- 
pleated. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be. 

Sir, 

T'  most  ob*  Serv*, 

G«  WASHINGTON. 

•See  pages  160^  BOO. 


Gkn.  Wathe  to  Prbsidbnt  Wharton,  1778. 

Oampy  Mount  Joy,  10^  Febr,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

EocIoBed  IB  a  list  of  the  Offioera  sent  on  the  Beoroiting  flexTioe* 
irom  my  Bivision,  who  you  will  see  by  the  within  Instractions  aie 
Directed  to  wait  on  yonr  Exoelleney  for  Recruiting  Orders.  I  wish 
thej  may  meet  with  that  success  that  the  Exigency  of  the  case 
reqaiffis — ^bnt  I  fear  that  nothing  short  of  a  Draft  will  save  America 
—however  the  effect,  of  a  total  prohibition  of  the  substitute  busi- 
sea  ought  first  to  be  tryed.    I  flatter  myself  that  when  the  People 

Sho  used  to  hire  themselves  as  substitutes)  once  find  that  no  more 
liffcfred  DoUarM  can  bp  had  in  that  way,  that  they  will  Enlist  in 
the  line  of  the  Continent. 

But  I  am  confident  that  they  nev^  will  whilst  any  Idea  is  held 
np  of  a  Jhmily  n^itute — for  it  is  only  hireing  a  man  to  day,  and 
he  may  be  sent  to-morrow  as  a  substitute  belonging  to  my  family. 

Will  yon  and  the  Hon'ble  Council  use  your  Influence  with  toe 
House  of  Assembly  to  put  this  substitute  business  totally  out  of  the 
Qoestion-^for  believe  me  that  the  Salvation  of  this  State  Depends 
upon  the  ezartions  that  may  be  made  during  the  Winter  towards 
fiiUng  the  Continental  Re^ments. 

I  wish  yea  to  order  all  such  Recruits  as  may  be  enlisted,  to  be 
oompletely  Uniformed  before  they  leave  Lancaster — I  also  wish  that 
DO  more  Cloth  be  made  np  into  Coats  unless  it  be  blue^  but  that  all 
the  rest  be  made  into  Overalls  and  Vests,  except  such  Colours  as 
will  admit  of  being  dyed  blue — the  Virginians  have  recM  Blue 
Cloth  sufficient  for  to  Uniform  the  whole  of  their  Troop*-»BO  that  I 
fear  we  shall  be  eclipsed  by  all  the  other  States,  uuless  we  take 
Bome  pains  to  give  our  Soldiers  an  Eligent  Uniform — for  I  do  lay  it 
down  as  a  position  that  the  best  Dressed  Troops  will  ever  be  both 
the  Btalthiest  and  the  Braveat  with  equal  Diicipline  and  Regimen. 

The  Clothier  Oeoeral  Informed  me  when  I  was  at  Lancaster  that 
there  were  shirts  in  plenty  at  Camp.  I  find  he  was  mistaken,  for 
altho  some  Hundreds  of  our  poor  worthy  fellows  have  not  a  single 
n^  of  a  shirt,  (but  are  obliged  to  wear  their  waistcoats  neat  their 
akms  k  to  sleep  in  them  at  nights,)  I  have  not  been  able  to  draw 
a  single  shirt  from  the  store,  fbr  the.  want  of  which  our  men  are 
falling  rick  in  numbers  every  day^-contracting  vermin  and  dying  in 
Honpitalfl,  in  a  condition  shocking  to  Humanity,  A  horrid  in  Ideer— 
for  God  nke  procure  a  Quantity  for  me  if  you  strip  the  Dutchmen 
for  them — ^which  I  beg  you'l  order  to  Camp  together  with  8uol| 
other  Cloathing  as  may  be  ready,  with  all  possible  Dispatch, 

Interim  I  am  your  Ezcellencies  most  0V% 

&  very  Hum'  Serv*t, 

ANTT  WAYNB. 

*  See  page  249. 
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Directed, 

On  Public  Service. 

Bis  ExoelleiMy  Tfaomw  Wharton,  Esqr,  President  of  Pennsa., 
Lancaster. 

Ant'j  Wayne. 


Ephraim  Blainb,  Esq.  to  President  Wharton,  1778. 

Camp  at  Valley  Forge,  PeVy  12, 1778. 
Hon'  Sir, 

The  neglect  in  the  Quarter  Master  Department,  not  keeping  np  a 
tontinnal  supply  of  waggons  from  the  Magazines  with  provisioDs, 
renders  it  dtmcalt  for  me  to  support  the  army ;  have  not  received 
one  Brigade  of  Waggons  ft^m  Lancaster  or  the  Back  isounUes  thia 
three  Weeks.  The  Quarter  Masters  complain  they  have  no  power 
to  press  and  have  great  difficulty  in  procuring  a  single  Team. 
Wou'd  request  your  honor's  immediate  assistance  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  to  your  prudence  may  Effect,  drawing  out  the  necessaiy 
supply  of  Teaihs,  Two  Hundred  &  odd  will  be  wanting  in  our 
Department. 

If  this  salutary  measure  cannot  be  put  in  execution  very  shortly, 
the  army  will  suffer.  There  is  Flour  and  Whiskey  in  every  county 
sufficient  to  load  such  waggons  as  may  be  commanded.  The  bad- 
ness of  the  Roads  have  deprived  a  single  waggon  from  coming  to 
Camp  this  several  days. 

I  am  with  great  respect. 

Your  Honor's  most  obed't  and 

moat  H'ble  Serv't, 

EPH.  BLAINE,  D.  C.  0. 

I)irectedy  » 

Oovernw  Wharton. 


',  Col.  E;ch'd  Butler  to  Pbesipent  Whab^on,  1779. 

feir, 

In  obedience  to  his  Excellency  General  Washington's  Orders,  I 
■end  CaptP  Grant  &  Lieuten't  Brown,  of  my  Begiment,  to  wait  on 

irop  BxoeUen^  for  your  Instructbns  to  Superintend  the  Becruit- 
ng  Serrioes,  ft  from  their  Conduct  &  Character,  as  offioen,  I  hope 
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they  vill  answer  the  PmiMMe  Intended.  If  they  should  not,  I 
will  on  the  first  notioe  Send  other  two  to  relieve  them,  bat  flatter 
mjself  there  will  be  no  need^ 

I  now  beg  leave  to  mention  to  jonr  Excelleney,  and  the  memben 
of  the  Hononrable  Supreme  Bzeontire  Oonncil  of  the  State,  the  dis- 
agieeable,  k  in  faot,  Distressed  State  of  the  Regiment  I  have  the 
HoDonr  to  Command ;  thejr  are  totally  naked  for  body  Oloathing,  k 
not  8  Blanket  to  seven  men,  I  have  been  obliged  to  Retain  the  Tents 
u  sahstitates  for  blankets  to  keep  them  from  the  Inclemency  of  the 
Season  at  night.  This  is  a  tme  through  disagreeable  state  of  their 
Sitofltions,  k  yet  I  have  to  say  to  their  honor,  there  is  fewer  de- 
sertions than  any  Reg*  I  know ;  these  Facts  Renders  their  Situation 
Tery  uncomfortable  &  the  Officers  unhappy,  but  I  Rely  on  it  that 
Your  Excellency  k  the  Honbl  Oounoil  wUl  have  ns  in  view  k  afford 
tbe  earliest  Relief. 

I  would  not  be  so  Prolix  in  this  my  first  Address  to  Your  Exoel* 
lencj,  but  that  there  is  no  general  Officer  of  the  State  to  state  our 
Neoessitys,  which  I  dont  Confine  to  my  own  Regt,  as  there  is  three 
other  of  the  State  in  the.  same  Condition,  or  as  near  as  Can  be  sup- 
pose, viz.,  the  8d,  6th,  12ih ;  it  Causes  some  little  uneasiness  to  see 
General  Waynes  Divission  so  much  better  Provided  for  than  those 
of  Major  Oen'  Lord  Sterlings,  who  belong  to  the  same  State,  but 
Toor  Excellency  may  Depend,  that  evry  Idea  of  Partiality  shall  be 
suppress^  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  k  Influence,  Relying  on  Your 
Exoellenoy  &  the  Honb'  Council  for  the  earliest  supply  to  the  wants 
of  the  whole. 

I  am,  Sir^  with  the  most  Profound  Respect, 

Your  Ezcellencys  Most  Obedient 

and  very  Humble  Servant^ 

RICffD  BUTLER, 

Col.  9th  Penns*  Regt 

Camp  at  Valley  Forge,  the  12th  Feb'y,  1778. 

Directed, 

^  His  Excellency,  Oovemor  Wharton,  Presid'  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania,  Lancaster. 

V  &r  Gapt- Qrant,  9th  P.  Reg«. 


Qm.  Wabhinton  to  PRBSiBnrr  WfiABSOir,  ITTS. 

Head  Qaariersy  Valley  Forgei  12th  VeVj,  1778. 

I  have  the  honor  of  joara  of  the  7th  iostazkty  which  ia  follj 
VW^red  hy  mioe  of  the  10th.* 

When  the  Winter  Qaartera  of  the  Armj  were  arranged,  it   

gSreed  between  OenU  Armstrong  and  myself,  that  the  Militia  of  thia 
tate  should  cover  the  Country  between  the  Schuylkill  and  Delar 
ware,  in  order  to  prevent  the  incursions  of  small  parties  of  tho 
Enemy,  and  to  cut  off  the  intercourse  between  the  City  and  County. 
The  nuniber  of  Militia  fixed  upon  for  this  purpose  were  one  thou- 
sand, which  Oen^l  Armstrong  promised  should  be  regularly  kept 
fif.  Upon  the  appointment  of  Gen'l  Lacey,  Qeh'l  Potter,  who  had 
been  long  from  home,  gave  up  the  command  to  him.  As  I  have 
not  the  pleasnre  of  knowing  Oen'l  Lacy,  I  will  not  undertake  to  say 
whether  the  little  that  has  been  done  since  Oen'l  Potters  departure;, 
ha0  been  owing  to  any  want  of  activity  in  him,  or  whether  he  has 
not  been  furnished  with  the  stipulated  number  of  men  ;  but  thia  is 
•a  fSaict,  that  they  have  by  some  means  or  other  dwindled  awaj  to 
nothing,  end  there  are  no  guards  within  twenty  miles  of  the  City  on 
the  East  Side  of  SohuylkilT,  except  a  few  Patrols  of  Light  Horse, 
who  being  unsupported  by  Foot,  dare  not  go  near  the  enemj'a  lines. 
Owing  to  this,  the  intercourse  of  all  the  country  between  Schuylkill 
and  Delaware  is  as  open  and  uninterrupted  as  ever  it  was,  and  must 
continue  so,  unless  a  sufficient  number  of  Militia  are  immediately 
ordered  out.  The  Continental  Troops,  much  worn  down  with  the 
fatigues  of  the  Campaign — buildiug  themselves  houses  and  fortify- 
ing their  Camp,  are  unable  to  perform  more  duty  than  they  have  to 
do  on  this  Sde  of  the  River,  especially  as  many  of  thorn  cannot  leave 
their  Quarters  for  want  of  Cloathing. 

I  hope  from  this  state  of  facts  that  you  will  immediately  order 
out  at  least  the  number  of  Men  stipulatod  by  Gen'l  Armstrong,  and 
if  possible,  some  hundred  more,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  the 
most  advanced  Guard,  as  we  find  the  continental  Troops,  (eapeoially 
those  who  are  not  Natives,)  are  very  apt  to  desert  from  the  pickets. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Sir,  Y'  most  ob*  Serv*. 

Q\  WASHINGTON. 

P.  8.  Since  writine  the  above  I  have  rec*  a  letter  from  Gen'l  La- 
oey,  dated  at  Warwick,  in  Bucka  County,  in  which  he  informs  me 
that  his  Numbers  are  reduced  to  between  60  and  lOO.f 

Directed. 

On  Public  Service- 
To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  E0q^,  President  of  the  Slate 
of  Pennsylvania,  at  Lancaster. 
G*.  Washington. 

*  See  pages  241, 250.  f  See  pages  202,  226. 
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CouKciL  TO  GsH.  Laost,  1778. 

In  Oonneily  LmoBrnkat,  F«b'j  18, 1779. 
Bir, 

Tout  letter  of  the  2nd  inBtant*  is  now  before  ns,  and  we  hope  yon 
ire  coDBiderably  TeiDforced  before  this  time. 

It  is  the  wish  of  the  Council  that  yon  wonld  direct  yonr  Brigade 
Major  to  transmit  to  the  Secretary,  from  time  to  time,  abstracts  of 
the  returns  of  the  Adjutants.  This  was,  heretofore,  the  business  of 
Hr.  Boll^  bnt  the  reduced  numbers  of  the  Militia  not  requiring  hi^ 
Services,  he  was^dismissed  k  no  person  retained  for  this  Serrice. 
Want  of  information  of  this  nature  makes  it  difficult  to  regulate  the 
march  of  Militia.  Their  arrival  in  Gamp  is  also  retarded  by  not 
knowing  what  Arms,  Accoutrements,  Axes, '  Kettles,  k  blankets, 
remain  at  Gamp,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  dismissal  of  MiHtia. 
The  Corps,  w«^  has  lately  gone  down  from  Cumberland,  whose  Ser- 
Tioes  at  Gamp  was  greatly  needed  at  that  time,  spent  a  week  here, 
k  were  not  without  difiScuIty  persuaded  to  proceed,  because  they  were 
short  of  Arms&  Blankets,  tho'  after  the  late  return  of  3000  of  our 
people,  there  should  be  a  very  considerable  Quantity  of  these  furni- 
ture at  or  near  Camp.  You  will  see  by  this  the  utility  of  such 
notices. 

It  is  not  usual  to  grant  a  Commission  to  Brigade  Majors,  and  it 
b  wholly  unnecessary  in  the  case  of  Lieut.  Frost,  as  he  has  a  Com- 
mission as  Lieut^ 

His  Ex'  Qenenl  Washington,  having  expressed  his  disappro- 
bation of  the  distribution  of  Spirits  of  any  kind,  in  the  manner 
proposed  by  the  General  Assembly,  and  they  having  received  infor- 
mation of  his  opinions  her^n  j  on  Sunday,  September  the  four- 
teenth, resolved  in  the  following  words,  viz^,  '<  That  the  Militia  of 
this  State,  now  in  actual  Service,  and  those  who  shall  be  called  out 
daring  this  Campaign,  shall  receive  one  Shilling  Per  Day,  in  lieu  of 
all  retained  rations  of  liquor,  voted  them  at  the  last  Bitting  of  As- 
sembly/' 


C0U5CIL  TO  Gbk.  Washikoton,  1Y78. 

In  Council,  Lancaster,  Feb'y  13, 1778. 
Sir, 

Yonr  Exoellenc/s  letter  of  the  10th  instantf  is  now  before  vs. 
Connoil  have  too  much  reason  to  fesr  thait  the  Act  &r  oomplcating 
<nir  Quota  of  troope  will  not  be  effeetaal,  and  ther^re  hope  tk«t 
the  Gttienil  Ammbly,  at  their  meeting  oa  the  18th  iafltaat|  sUl 

*  See  page  226.  f  See  page  260. 
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give  immediate  attention  to  this  great  objeot,  which  we  are  Benuble 
is  of  the  highest  importance  and  deserves  the  first  attention. 

Colonel  Francis  Johnston  being  in  a  State  of  health,  that  induced 
him  to  decline  accepting  the  office  to  whidi  he  was  appointed  by  the 
Act  of  Assembly  respecting  Gloathinff,  Council  have  appointed  Mr. 
^acob  S.  Howell  to  act  in  his  stead ;  he  is  now  in  this  borough,  and 
is  exerting  himself  to  get  the  doathing  forwarded  to  Camp.  About 
four  hundred  Suits,  and  a  like  numl^r  of  Shoes,  are  nearly  ready, 
and  will  be  forwarded  in  a  few  days.  However  unwilling  this  Coun- 
cil may  be  to  encumber  your  Excellency  with  business  of  this  kind 
tm  common  occasions,  they  are  happy  in  the  opportunity  which  your 
letter  affords  them  of  requesting  Your  Excellency's  attention  and 
care,  in  Supply  the  wants  of  the  five  regiments  you  mention,  out 
of  the  doathing  which  shall  first  come  to  hand ;  and,  if  it  is  not 
sufficient,  to  assure  them  that  more  will  be  forwarded  as  expedi- 
tiously as  they  can  be  made  up — this-  buuness  is  now  in  a  proper 
line  for  dispatch,  and  will  be  carefully  attended^to.  The  cloathinff 
mentioned  by  CoP  Lutterloh^  as  being  at  Heading,  we  suppose,  is 
such  as  hath  been  collected  under  the  Ordinance  of  the  late 
Council  of  Safety,  and  directed  to  be  delivered  to  the  Clothier  Ge- 
neral ;  orders  have  been  repeated  to  the  Gentlemen  in  whose  care 
they  are  to  send  them  forward  immediately,  as  they  are  not  made  up 
as  we  understand. 


Besolutionb  of  C0NGRB88,  1778. 

(Received  February  18.) 

In  Congress,  Feb.  14(%  1778. 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  &  necessary  to  lay  up  magazines  of  pro- 
visions for  the  support  of  the  army,  &  for  that  purpose  Congress 
have  directed  12,000  barrels  of  flour  to  be  deposited  at  or  near 
Lancaster;  8000  barrels  at  or  near  Reading;  6000  barrels  at  or 
near  Bethlehem ;  2000  burels  at  Downing's  Town,  &  2000  barrels 
at  Pottwove;"'  and.  Whereas,  in  consequence  of  the  recommends^ 
tion  of  Congress,  the  general  assembly  of  Pennsvlvania  have  by  a 
law  appointed  commissioners  in  each  county  within  their  State,  to 
purchase  or  seize  wheat,  flour  &  other  provisions,  &c.,  for  the  supply 
of  the  army,  pursuant  to  such  orders  as  they  shall  receive  nt>m 
Congress: 

BesolTed) 

That  the  president  &  ezecntive  ooonoil  of  ths  State  of  PenniTl- 
Tsnia  be  desired  to  issue  thm  money  with  which  they  have  bees  or 
«haU  be  tarnished  by  Googreas,  to  the  said  commissionen^  in  such 

*  Bee  page  177. 
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proportions  m  they  shall  tbink  fit ;  that  they  instract  the  'oomiab* 
ibaem  00  the  east  aide  of  Susqueluiima  to  proceed  without  delay  in 
the  exeoution  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them ;  &  that  they  instruct 
tliem  to  whieh  of  the  above-mentioned  places  they  shall  oonvey  the 
Sem  &  other  provisions  which  they  shall  purchase  or  seite^  in  order 
to  form  the  magasines  aforesaid. 

That  the  said  ezeontive  council  be  authorized  &  requested  to 
appoint  a  suitable*  person  at  each  of  the  above  places,  with  such  a 
Baiuy  as  they  shall  judge  reasonable,  to  inspect,  receive,  store,  & 
tike  care  of  the  provisions  aforesaid,  &  to  issue  the  same  upon  the 
orderB  of  the  boai^  of  war^  until  Congress  shall  appoint  other  store- 
keepers in  their  stead. 

That  the  president  and  council  aforesud  be  requested  to  cause  a 
weekly  return  to  be  made  to  the  board  of  war  of  the  quantity  of 
prorisiona  stored  at  each  of  the  places  abovcmentioned. 

That  the  board  of  war  give  directions  &  orders  to  the  commission* 
en  appointed  by  the  aforesaid  law  in  the  several  counties  on  the 
West  ode  of  Susquehannah,  respecting  the  Quantity  of  provisions  to 
be  purchased  or  collected  by  them,  &  the  places  to  which  the  same 
ahall  b0  conveyed ;  &  that  the  said  board  shall  appoint  a  suitable 
penon  at  each  of  the  places  they  shall  fix  on,  with  such  a  salary  as 
they  shall  jud^e  reasonable,  to  inspect,  receive,  store  &  take  care  of 
the  nid  provisions,  &  to  issue  the  same  upon  the  orders  of  the  board 
of  war. 

That  the  commissioners  aforesaid  be  authorised  to  purchase  every 
kind  of  provinon  and  forage  wanted  for  the  army,  not  confining 
themselves  to  the  article  of  flour.  That  the  said  commissioners 
debrer  the  live  stock  by  them  purchased  to  the  order  of  the  deputy 
eommiBsary  general  of  purchases  or  his  assistants,  &  the  forage  to 
the  order  of  the  commissary  of  forage  or  his  assistants;  to  whom, 
severally,  they  are  directed  to  send  immediate  notice  when  such 
purchases  are  made,  &  to  take  duplicate  receipts  upon  the  delivery,' 
cne  of  which  they  i^all  transmit  to  the  board  of  war. 

That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  correspond  from  time  to 
time  with  the  president  &  council  of  Pensylvania  respecting  the 
boaness  aforesaidi  &  if  from  the  circumstances  &  situation  of  affairs 
they  shall  judge  it  proper  or  necessary  to  lessen  the  quantity  of  pro- 
Tisions  to  be  udd  up  between  Susquehannah  &  Delaware  riven,  or 
to  change  the  places'of  the  magasines,  that  they  communicate  the 
nme  to  the  president  &  council,  who  are  requested  to  attend  thereto, 
t  to  issue  orders  to  the  commissioners  to  govern  themselves  aooord- 
in^y. 

And  whereas  the  board  of  war  have  judged  it  expedient  &  necea- 
My  that  anreater  quantity  of  flour  &  other  provisions  than  was 
weted  by  tne  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  16  January,  should  be 
puchased  &  other  magaanes  formed  besides  those  above-mentioned 
&  have,  agreeably  to  rae  powers  vested  in  them  by  the  said  resolu- 
tion of  the  16  Jan^,  employed  anpemtendants  for  the  purchase  of 
flour,  ftaj 
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That  the  board  proceed  in  that  tmriness,  &  that  tk^  divaot  thdf 
Baperintendants  to  parchaae  snch  Cartber  quantities  of  fiovr  &  prO' 
tiflionSi  ft  have  them  oonveyed  to  ft  seonred  in  fiueh  plaees  as  the 
board  ehall  direct;  ft  tkit  they  instniet  snoh  of  their  Buperintea* 
danta  as  may  purchase  in  Pensylvania  to  aroid  dashing  with  the 
commissioners  appointed  by  the  law  of  that  State  in  the  ezecntioii 
of  their  duty. 

That  the  said  board  be  irapowered  to  appoint  a  snitable  person  at 
each  of  the  new  magazines  which  they  shall  establish^  with  snoh  a 
salary  as  they  shall  jndge  reasonable,  to  inspect,  reoeiye,  etore,  k 
take  care  of  the  provisions  purchased  ft  conveyed  thither  by  the  said 
superintendants,  ft  to  issue  the  same  upon  the  orders  of  fh^  board 
of  war. 

That  the  superintendante  appointed  by  tile  board  of  war  be 
allowed  a  commission  not  exceeding  2}  per  Oent.  on  all  puitthases 
by  them  made^  in  full,  for  their  trouble  ft  ezpences  tberefn ;  ft  that 
in  purchasing  they  do  not  exceed  the  prices  established  by  the  la^ 
of  the  States  in  which  the  purchases  are  made ;  add 

That  the  president  ft  council  of  Pensylvania  be  irapowered  to 
settle  the  pay  or  allowance  to  be  made  to  the  coramiasioiiers  appointed 
by  the  law  of  their  State  for  their  trouble  ft  expence  in  purchasing, 
seizing  ft  collecting  provisions  ft  forage  not  exceeding  2}  p.  Cent, 
on  the  provisions  ic  forage  by  them  so  purchased  or  seized  for  the 


army.* 


Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA6.  THOMSON,  See'y. 


Council  to  Maqistbatbs  ot  Lanoastbr  and  Ohbstbr,  1778. 

In  Gonndl, 

Lancaster,  FeVy  14, 1778. 
Oent'n., 

Council  has  this  Buy  received  information  that  an  afiray  has  hap- 

{ened  at  the  sign  of  the  Compass  on  the  Great  Bead  leading  to  Phila., 
etween  some  officers  in  the  Continental  service  ft  others,  Inhabitants 
of  this  State,  in  which  one  person,  Lieu^  Hammon,  has  been  unhap- 
pily killed,  ft  several  others  dangerously  wounded.  Wm.  Attlee,  ISsq., 
one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  writes  to  you  by  this  me^ 
senger,  to  request  vour  particular  attention  to  this  unhappy  Quarrel, 
to  take  the  proper  depositions  and  order  an  Inquest  on  the  body  oftfae 

*  flee  page  177. 
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nftrtooate  mtity  ia  order  tksl  Ihoee  mho  have  boea  eoBom«d  mcf 
W  bfoi^i^  to  juatiee.  I  hope  no  resittaiMe  will  h%  made  to  tiiie 
iaq^y  or  to  Bieh  LewfU  eteps  ob  the  nature  of  the  ease  requreay 
if  ^ereahoaid  you  aire  to  eaU  upon  the  Ueatenants  or  aab  lientoiiaiiia 
«f  the  Covatj  to  fwouj^oa  with  a  smfiksient  goard  of  the  Militi% 
to  bop  the  peaoe  &eiiable  yoa  to  proeeed  on  the  boaiaeaa  with  aaftl^* 

Dinded, 

To  the  Magbtrates  of  Lancaster  and  Chester  Counties. 


Jamss  Touko,  Wagon  Master  Gbnbral,  to  T.  Matlaok. 

1778. 


J,  Feb.  14, 1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  jtut  time  to  aeqnaint  yon  I  oame  here  the  9^  Inst.,  &  take 
ftke  liberty  to  beg  yen  will  forward  the  Inclosed,  I  not  knowing  Mr. 
Btglej's  address.  I  refer  you  to  the  Contents  of  his  letter  to  show 
tile  ngent  haste.  Pray  send  it  him  by  ezpreaa.  ^  Oar  army  are  in 
Dlstiess^  for  Hearea's  sake  forward  assistance  to  them. 

I  am 

BeapeotfoUy, 

Tear  moat  Obed«  Serv* 

JAS.  TOON». 

Directed, 

"On  Pablic  Service,  To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esqr.,  Secretary  to  the 
State  of  Peansylvania,  Lancaster. 
Favoard  ^  91'  Christian  Yan  Pheel,  whose  care  is  requested. 


Ifll  PBimON  or  BOBBRX  HAB01B,  1778. 

lb  His  Saeellency  The  President  of  the  £zeoati?e  Oaaneil  of  the 

State  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  appeal  of  Robert  Hardie,  late  Commander  of  the  Bnrk 
Mlev,  from  the  Jadgment  of  a  Court  Martial  held  at  Bristol,  the 
0^  of  Dec^.  ult.,  for  the  Tryal  of  s«  Robert  Bardie,  for  d&obeying 
the  Commodore's  orders. 
May  it  please  year  Excellency, 

1  was  ordered,  with  three  move  Gallies,  to  lye  guard  at  Burlington ; 
after  vemainiog  fire  or  six  days  on  constant  Duty,  with  the  Boats  at 
Poist-Do-Point  during  the  Bay,  &  retaming  everv  Night,  the 
oficen  k  Men  complained  that  they  were  not  relieved  according  to 
CoBtom,  nor  the  Promise  that  had  been  given  to  them  by  the  Com- 
'i^ttfi&g  cAoera.    .1  aeeordingty  appbed  to  the  Commodore  to 
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ksow  when  we  were  to  be  Te&evool,  He  told  tne  if  tlte  GaQ^  wtto 
to  lye  there  six  Months,  they  should  not  be  relieyed,    I  remonstnted 
to  the  Oomnodore  that  his  Treatment  was  eontrary  to  all  order  k 
Begalatity,  in  the  highest  Degree  arbitrary  &  opptreasiTe,  &  that  with- 
out a  regnlar  Botein  of  Doty  throngh .  thtf^hole  Fleet|  &  a  total 
Impartiality,  Anaroby  &  Confuaion  would  ensue.    That  I  thought 
it  my  duty  to  myself  &  crew,  to  deviate  from  such  absurd  orders,  & 
that  I  would  immediately  order  my  galley  to  Bristol.    This  was  pat 
into  Execution,  I  was  arrested  of  consequence^  the  Court  set  &  I 
was  broke  &  ordered  to  be  confined  as  a  dangerous  Man  to  the 
American  states.     My  Tryal  was  equally  unjust  &  cruel.    Instead 
of  being  tried  according  to  our  Regulations,  by  the  galley  officers-* 
the  Men  that  foueht,  guarded  &  did  every  other  Duty  with  me. 
The  Court  consisted  of  many  of  the  officers  of  the  Fire  Yeeseh  & 
Ouard  Boats,  Men  that  had  never  been  on  the  like  Business,  some 
not  of  age,  particularly  the  Commodore's  son,  who  from  his  Father's 
aeousation,  had  no  right  to  a  seat    The  Judgment  showed  the  In- 
ability of  the  Court,  for  without  any  Evidence,  on  other  grounds, 
than  the  visionary  Phantoms  of  their  childish  Bnuns,  I  was  to  be 
oonfined  as  a  dangerous  Enemy  to  the  statee.    My  constant  k 
uniform  Behaviour  ever  since  the  Beginning  of  this  Contest  givei 
their  suspicions  the  Lye.    To  serve  my  Country  I  have  sacrificed 
a  private  Fortune  sufficient  to  have  supported  me  with  ease  k 
affluence.     Considerable  sums  are  now  in  the  state  Funds,  to  nnk 
or  swim  by  the  Issue  of  our  arms,  &e.,  myself  risquing  my  Person 
equally  with  my  fellow  sufferers  to  banish  Tyranny  from  our  shores. 
Under  these  peculiar  Circumstances,  to  have  my  charscter  thns 
stigmatized,  after  giving  up  my  Possessions  in  Philadelphia  to  the 
Hands  of  the  Enemy,  to  be  deprived  of  the  Pay  &  inibsistence  nece^' 
sary  for  one  at  this  Juncture,  to  supply  the  wante  of  a  wife  &  a  large 
Family  of  Children,  is  distressing  to  the  highest  D^pree.    I  ac- 
knowledge I  was  too  rash  &  hasty  in  my  Proceedings,  but  I,  at  the 
same  time  think  the  Commodore's  Behaviour  was  much  more  so,  & 
had  no  Failure  happened  on  his  Part  there  would^ot  have  been  any 
Bupture.    I  have  applied  to  the  Commodore  to  reinstate  me,  but 
he  says  he  has  it  not  in  his  power,  desiring  me  at  the  aaaie  time  ts 
make  application  to  your  Ezoellency,  ft  that  he  does  not  doubt  but 
I  shall  OB  satisfied.  .  Belying,  therefore,  on  your  ExiseUenoy's  Favor 
&  Good  Will,  I  flatter  myself  I  shall  have  it  onoe  more  in  n^y  Power 
to  shew  my  steady  &  firm  attachment  to  this  state  in  particular,  k 
to  the  whole  United  Stetes  of  America. 

I  am  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  humble  servant, 

BOB'.  HABDIB, 
Bristol,  Feby.  14^  1778. 

IHrecUdf 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Sxecutive  Conndl,  Pennsylvania. 
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Col.  J.  KraoBiDB  to  Pebs.  Whaeton,  1778. 

BeUeyne^  14th  If  eh.,  1778. 
Sir, 

Ton  have  Tindoubt'Iy  before  this  heard  of  the  nnhappj  Capture 
of  Poor  Col.  CoatSy  which  was  intirelj  done  bj  Treachery  and  for 
mat  of  a  proper  goard  upon  the  roads  in  that  Quarter.  Mrs.  Coats 
iu  been  to  Town  since  that  misfortune  hapned  her  Huslmnd,  and 
with  much  Difficulty  did  get  to  see  him|  but  not  without  having  aa 
English  officer  at  her  Elbow  during  the  whole  Intervue. 

She  is  now  returned  &  at  my  house— Says  he  has  met  with  some 
kindness  from  some  of  his  Friends  their,  but  b  confined  in  one  of 
the  rooms  of  the  new  QoaI|  .with  Capt.  Swift  &  one  or  two  others^ 
k  has  once  been  pernutted  to  go  as  far  as  Bums's  under  the  oaro 
of  a  guard.  But  what  gives  the  Col.  &  Mrs.  Coats  very  great  con- 
cern isy  a  Violent  Fever  which  prevails  very  much  among  the 
prisoners  and  Carry's  numbers  of  them  off. 

Col.  Goats  is  exceedingly  desirous  of  being  Exchanged,  or  at  leasty 
put  upon  parole,  And  most  hartily  begs  your  Excellency's  kind  In- 
teroesdon  (aa  far  as  may  be  thought  proper  or  Oonsistant)  in  his 
behalf,  as  a  Lieuk  of,  k  a  Representative  for  the  County  of  Philad*., 
mike  DO  doubt  your  Exoelleney  will  do  every  thing  in  your  power 
far  his  relief. 

I  must  now  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  our  Beads 
near  the  Delaware  leading  upwards,  are  intirely  left  open  to  the 
Ba^vagea  of  tba  Enemv,  and  a  Constant  Interoourse  is  kept  up 
between  the  City  &  the  disaffected  part  of  the  Conntry.  I  am 
almost  every  day  wam'd  by  some  one  or  other  of  my  Friends  to  be 
upon  my  giurd,  as  I  have  for  some  time  past  been  tlureatened  by  the 
Enemy,  and  by  a  letter  from  the  City — am  afraid  a  plan  in  forming, 
through  Treachery,  to  kidnap  as  many  aa  possible  of  the  Friends  of 
Liberty,  for  which  a  handsome  reward  is  offered,  of  (that  Qod  of  the 
world)  hard  money. 

JO.  KIBrEBBIDE. 

I  was  at  Qen'.  Lacey's  Camp  the  other  day,  he  then  Expected  a 
num'  of  Militia  in  a  short  time,  and  as  soon  as  they  arrived  he 
pronis'd  to  send  a  party  to  defend  &  guard  our  roads,  but,  I  am 
lorry  to  say,  I  ree'd  a  Letter  f^om  him  yesterday  informing  me  that 
not  a  single  man  had  arrived  since  I  left  Camp,  &  that  his  whole 
CoBunaad,  ai  this  Time,  Consisted  of  about  Sixty  privates  &  thir- 
teen U,  Hone,  twelve  of  which  was  sent  from  this  County,  and  I 
purpose  (if  possible)  to  keep  up  a  Competent  number  of  Horse,  aa 
the  General  finds  them  very  useful.  Upon  application  of  several  of 
^  good  Frisrnds  to  our  Country,  I  have  agreed  to  rai0  aamall  par^ 
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of  Foot  Yolnnteers  to  Check  the  Inflaenoe  of  the  Torys  below 
Bristol,,  aadJn.  the  neighbourhood  near  JKreahaxnkiyi  which  will  be 
0ome  Btndl  Seenrity  to  the  {)eople  in  that  quarter. 

I  haye  Ventured  to  go  bq  far  as  to  promise  those  that  will  spiritedly 
exert  thesnelres  on  this  Ooasion,  shall  have  G'.  in  their  proper 
Glass  when  call'd,  and  I  am  well  convinced  the  Collectors  in  thai 
quarter  cannot  Carry  on  their  Business  without  some  protection  of 
Inis  sort,  and  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  find  this  plan  meet  your  Ex- 
cellency's approbation. 

Your  Exoi^,  I  expect,  has  rec'd  a  Letter  from  Cd.  Goats  respect'g 
the  distress  of  the  state  Navey  for  want  of  Cash.  I  expect  soon  to 
have  a  Considerable  sum  Collected,  and  if  it  should  be  Constant 
with  your  Judgment,  can  furnish  that  Board  with  such  sum  as  I 
can  command.  The  galley  men  are  Deserting  every  day,  &  Chiefly^ 
I  am  wdl  Informed,  for  want  of  their  pay ;  I  hope  to  hear  from  yout 
fixcellency  as  soon  as  possible  on  this  nead,  as  well  as  others,  which 
shall  Govern  my  Conduct  I  forgot  in  my  last,  to  thank  your  Ex- 
cellency for  the  Early  advice  you  were  plcas'd  to  give  me  of  Qen^ 
Laceys  appointment,  and  to  Express  my  hearW  approbation,  I  am 
convinced  he  will  do  servis  to  his  Coantry  &  Honour  to  his  appoint- 
ment. 

I  have  the  Hon'  to  be  yoor 

£xe^  &  the  HosUe  OoonoirB 

Most  obed*  Hnmb<  Serv^ 

JO-  KIRKBRIDE. 

J)irectedj 

To  His  EzoeUeney  Thomas  Wharton,  Bsqn,  Preeideni  of  the 
fitate  of  \Pennsyl*.  at  Laneaaten 

Favoured  by  \ 
Mfr.  Meiliges.  j 


Coil.  Jo.  EiRKBRiDK  TO  Prbsibbnt  Wharton,  1778. 

Bellevue,  15tb  Beb^  1778. 


BlTj 

This  day  a  Letier  from  the  Secretary,  by  Order  of  tbd  Honb. 
Conncil,  dated  the  20th  UltimOy  came  to  my  hand^  tepfooi'g  a  Be- 
ftum  of  the  N""  of  armes  wi^ijn  the  ae veml  Battati^na  of  ihis  Goontj. 
Tour  Ezoel'y  will  please  to  Consider  the  length  of  lime  ftUa  Letter 
has  been  coming,  as  the  Only  reaoon  of  yonr  nofc  hearing  6om  me 
before  this  time,  on  that  head.  I  have  Now  to  reqoeat  Y'  fizeel- 
leooy,  that  Upon  the  Diaoharge  of  the  last  BattoUon  of  tfaia  County, 
from  the  Gitoatioa  of  oar  A&in,  I  thought  it  proper  Uk  Send  the 
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Asmm  Sonia  &taiMe  ap  tbe  Goimty  for  Safel^i  wbete  tbej  princi* 
ptify  ftn*-«N*  of  them  ware  deHver'  up  to  &6q'1  Arnfttroog,  ob  th« 
DiflDhai^  of  the  Battalion  beforo  last^  at  Camp,  and  N**  loet  ia  Ao^ 
taal  Servifly  and  in  partioalar  Oyer  the  Schujlkill,  where  many  of 
Our  MiUtia  were  taken  prieonera. 

I  therefore  have  H  not  in  my  power  at  thie  time  to  transmit  Your 
Sioelleney  the  time  ftate  &  N»  of  our  Armesi  but  I  suppose  we 
ffliy  have  between  two  &  three  Hundred  in  our  possession,  but  as 
800Q  as  possible  will  procure  an  Exact  acoount  and  sent  it  forward. 

I  wrote  Your  Ezcelle&ey  two  days  pasti  since  which  we  have  been 
aOarm'd  bj  the  Enern/s  coming  out  into  the  Neighbourhood  of  the 
Bed  Lyon,  A  have  Captured  some  m(»re  of  our  Friends,  parUoularly 
M^  Jn*  Yaod^grift,  a  Commissioner  for  this  County,  &  his  Son,  Mi» 
Edward  Duffield,  &  several  others  not  yet  known  to  me.  Our  Coun- 
try is  Intirely  Open  &  Naked,  &  like  to  be  much  ravig'd  by  the 
Enemy  ^  it  throws  our  officers  into  Confusion  &  Backins  our  Busi- 
oesB  very  much.  I  am  doing  every  thing  in  my  power  to  Spirit  up 
a  Small  party  to  keep  down  the  Torys^  until  we  can  get  some  better 
defence. 

I  have  rote  this  in  great  haste,  and  must  beff  Your  Excellency's 
Exense  fbr  the  many  Blunders  yon  will  probably  find. 

And  I  am  Your  Bzcellency's 

Heat  ObedienI  &  Vary  Humb.  Serv^ 

JO.  EIRKBBIDE. 

Dtntied^ 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq'.,  Ptesident,  &c.,  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Lancaster. 


Gra.  WASHnfOToir  to ,  1778. 

Head  Quarters,  Valley  Forge,  Feb'y  15, 1778. 
Gentlemen, 

I  this  minute  received  your  favour  of  the  14th  ins*,  with  incio- 
Botes. 

I  am  constrained  to  inform  You  that  the  Situation  of  the  army  ia 
most  critical  A  akrqiing  fbr  want  of  provisions  of  the  meat  kind« 
Many  of  the  troopa  for  four  days,  &  some  longer,  have  not  drawn 
the  amidleat  Suppuesof  this  article.  This  being  the  case,  it  is  need- 
less to  add,  to  convince  You  of  their  distress  they  have  been  on  the 
Toiat  of  dispersiDg,  k  without  the  eariiest  reUef,  no  address  or  au- 
thority will  be  Suffident  to  keep  them  long  together.  Their  patiease 
&  eaduianee  are  great,  but  the  demands  of  nature  must  be  Satisfied. 
I  vast  therefore,  (jkntlemen,  entreat  &  request  your  immediate  t 
>&oit  active  exertions  to  procure  &  to  forwaxde  to  Camp,  as  expedi- 


m 

iiotteljr  M  poarfble,  atl  ibe  pYoviifooB  of  ihe  nest  kind  vUeh  it  utf 
be  in  your  power  to  obtain.  I  would  not  have  yon  wut  tiii  Yon 
cikleot  a  Large  quantity^  bnt  wish  Yon  to  Send  on  Sapplks  as  £ut  at 
yoaean  get  them. 

The  troops  mast  have  instant  relief^  or  we  shall  have  reason  to 
apprehend  the  worst  oonseqnenees.    I  need  not  mention  to  Yon 
the  neeessity  of  Secreey,  in  an  affur  of  sooh  deUcaqy— your  own 
pmdenoe  &  discretion  wUl  point  it  out 
I  am;  QeDtlemen, 

Your  most  obed*  Servant, 

Post.  GEO:  WASHINGTON. 

Postsoript — ^The  State  of  forage  is  the  same  with  that  of  provi- 
visions,  &  a  supply  is  materially  wanted-^Without  it;  &  tery  spee- 
diiy,  we  shall  not  have  a  horse  left. 

A  true  Oopy— Jona""  Mifflin^  Junr. 


Phiup  Marstbllbr  to  v.  p.  BaYAK,  1778. 

Lebanon,  Feb^  15th;  1778. 
Honord  S% 

By  this  Express  I  have  Sent  a  Letter  to  his  ExoeIlenoy»the  Pre- 
sident, relating  to  the  Guards  at  Lebanon,  in  oase  his  KsoelleDcj 
should  be  absent^I  would  wish  that  the  Letter  be  opened  and  laid 
before  Gounoil  Immediately,  as  the  matter  Admits  of  no  deky.  I 
bave  Ordered  the  Ej^ress  to  wait  for  an  Answer,  therefore,  hope  be 
will  meet  with  timely  dispatch.  I  am  told  by  divers  Persons  that 
there  were  a  Number  of  Foro-Stallers  of  Horses  Brought  to  Lancas- 
ter G'oal,  but  oould  not  eome  at  the  Ciroumstance  with  any  Certainty, 
therefore  would  beg  to  be  informed  of  that,  as  well  as  of  other  pews 
if  any  there  is.  I  hope  to  see  you  Soon.  I  remain,  &,  after  giving 
my  Gomplim'*  to  Gol.  Morgan,  «id  asking  Pardon  for  my  faeeaonij 

Your  very  HumbL  Serv*. 

PHILIP  MAESTELLKH* 
Dtrtded — ^To  the  Honb.  Geo.  Bryan;  Esqr.;  at  Lancaster. 
f)  Express. 


PfilLIP  MAB8TSLLXR  TO  PRBS.  WHARtOV;   1778» 

Lebanon,  Feb'  l&th,  1778. 

I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your  Bxeell«iey  that  the  Hilitb  Men  oa 
duty  here  are  now  induced  to  80  men,  and  that  in  less  than  ten  dajs 
the  whole  of  them  will  be  free.  We  are  now  Obliged  to  put  sooe 
of  the  Inhabitants  en  dnty,  (who  have  ahwady  served  their  Tuto)  m 

*  See  CoL  Bee.,  y«L  XI.,  p.  417. 
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order  to  monat  tbe  neoessftry  GuiO'dfl,  it  b^lng  out  of  the  Power  of 
those  few  men  left  to  do  the  Duty  with  any  safety.  The  Stores  are 
80  Scatterd  about  the  Town,  (for  want  of  convenient  Boildings)  that 
Bot  less  than  10  Gentinals  ought  to  be  kept  day  and  night,  exclusive 
of  the  Hessian  Guards,  (one  mile  out  of  Town);  the  People  are  ex- 
tremely hard  to  get  to  duty  without  a  Call  from  the  Honorable  the 
CoancU;  therefore,  wish  that  Instructions  may  bo  sent  to  know  in 
vhat  manner  the  Guards  aro  to  be  kept  up  in  this  place.  I  am  of 
Opinion,  that  if  the  first  Class  of  the  Militia  of  Col.  Green  waits 
Battalion,  (being  the  1st  of  the  County)  be  ordered  to  do  this  duty, 
it  will  Produce  a  sufficient  number  of  good  Men  to  this  important 
Seryice,  and  will  be  more  Satisfactory^  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
place,  then  to  have  Strangers,  for  we  have  a  number  of  Artificers, 
many  of  them  not  of  the  best  behaviour,  who  would  soon  Keigu 
over  the  Inhabitants,  were  they  Strengthend  by  Strange  Troops. 
Col.  Orubb,  the  Acting  Sub-Lieut,  of  this  part  of  the  Coi^ntry,  is 
Confined  to  his  Bed  by  a  Severe  Sickness,  therefore  thought  it  my 
doty  to  report  the  matter  to  your  Excellency. 

And  as  it  is  a  matter  of  the  utmost  Importance  which  admits  of 
no  deUy,  I  have  Ordered  the  Express  to  wait  for  an  Answer.  I  am, 
S',  with  the  greatest  respect,  ' 

Your  Excellency's  Dutiful  and 

Very  Humb.  Serv*. 

PHILIP  MARSTELLER 
Directed. 

On  Public  Service — His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  ju'.,  Esq'. 
at  Lancaster. 

^  Express. 


Brig,  Gen.  Lacbt  to  Phks.  Whakton,  1778. 

Camp,  Bucks  County,  Warwick  Township, 

Feb.  16th,  1778. 
Sir, 

My  force  is  at  Last  reduced  to  Almost  a  Cypher,  only  60  Remain 
fit  for  duty  in  Camp  ;  from  this  Number  you  must,  of  Course,  Sup- 
pose we  are  in  no  way  Capable  of  Guarding  so  extensive  a  Country 
u  this,  nor  even  safb  in  our  Camp,  as  our  number  will  not  afford  a 
itifficient  Picquet  or  Scout  for  our  Protection-  I  hear  some  troops 
we  on  their  way  to  Join  mo,  from  Cumberland  County;  Six  or 
Beren,  who  out  Travelled  the  rest,  Arrived  in  Camp  Last  night. 

A  Party  of  the  Enemys  light  Horse  Came  up.  as  far  as  Butler's 
TaTem,  on  the  Old  York  Road,  about  fourteen  Miles  from  Philad*, 
tke  Night  of  the  13th  Instant  took  Mr.  Butler,  One  of  the  Light 

Vol.  VL— 12 


266  PENNSYLVANIA  AKCHIVBS  1778. 

Horse  Men,  and  thenoe  Struck  a  Cross  the  Oonntry  to  Maj'  Wright^s 
Taverny  near  White  Marshy  and  took  him^  with  some  others  Priaon- 
erSy  and  then  Betired  to  the  City.  Yesterday  another  party  of  Foot 
and  Horse  advanced  up  the  Newtown  Boad  as  far  as  Smithfield, 
took,' it  is  Reported,  near  fourty  Prisoners,  the  Oollectors  and  Iklilitia 
Officers*  I  hear  they  are  yet  in  the  Neighborhood. 
I  remain^  Sir,  with  reBpect, 

Your  EzccUenoys  most 

Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  LACEY,  Junr. 
Directed^ 

Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.  Esq.,  President  of  the  Executive  Council 
Lancaster. 

^  favour  of  Maj'  Cummings. 


President  Wharton  to  Tnos.  McKean,  Esq.,  1778. 

Lancaster,  15th  February,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

An  incident  at  Beading  some  days  past  disturbs  me.  Mr.  Sergeant 
being  there,  as  Attorney  General  at  the  Quarter  Sessions,  was 
assaulted  and  beaten  by  Bobert  Lettis  Hooper,  Esquire,  on  account  of 
some  information  the  former  gave  in  the  late  Council  of  Safety  of 
this  State.  As  I  was  instrumental  in  bringing  him  into  the  Council) 
I  look  on  myself  as  called  to  step  forth  on  this  occasion,  in  behalf  of 
a  worthy  man  who  is  much  injured,  &  for  the  public  service,  which 
is  hurt,  more  especially  as  this  is  the  second  outrage  of  this  sort  on 
Mr.  Sergeant,  for  his  honest  zeal  in  noting  the  irregularities  of  con- 
tinental officers.  How  far  such  proceedings  tend  to  discover  &  con- 
vict the  manifold  abuses  in  every  department,  of  which  every  ^ood 
man  is  sensible  &  which  he  bewails,  yon  will  Judge.  Certainly, 
few  will  care  to  undertake  the  hazardous  business  of  bringing  these 
evils  to  light  when  the  offisnder  is  prepared  to  use  violence  on  his 
accusers. 

Many  &  loud  complaints  were,  I  understood,  made  to  assembly  last 
fall  against  Mr.  Hooper  &  others.  The  house  were  on  the  Eve  of 
dissolution  &  had  not  time  to  go  through  them.  They  were  taken 
up  in  the  Council  of  Safety.  This  body,  consisting  of  24  members, 
upon  the  general  face  of  the  matter,  represented  Mr.  John  Biddle  & 
Mr.  Hooper  as  officers  whose  conduct  was  complained  of.  Hr. 
Biddle  has  since  verified  the  charge  by  going  off  to  the  Enemy< 
Congress  desired  Evidence  as  to  the  first.  Some  affidavits  were  taken. 
One  was  drawn  for  Mr.  Sergeant  to  attest;  it  related  to  the  Counte- 
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fianee  giten  by  Hr.  Hooper,  in  fnrnishiDg  a  Letter  to  one  Ijetmard, 
ID  avowed  Jersey  Tory,  to  pass  thro'  Pennnlvanta.  It  happened 
that  Mr.  Sergeant  left  Town  without  finishing  this  affidavit.  Another, 
drawn  for  Mr.  Amdt^  of  Northampton,  was  left  in  the  same  state. 
When  Mr.  Amdt  was  travelling  homewards  he  was  threatened  & 
iaanlted  by  Hooper,  ft  threats  were  also  liberally  made  openly  by 
bim,  against  Mr.  Sergeant.  I  was  told  that  if  he  went  to  the  Beoem' 
Court  in  Easton  he  would  foe  threshed.  This  however,  did  not 
happen.  That  Mr.  Hooper  by  these  menaces  intended  to  prevent 
Evidence  being  colleoted  I  will  not  say,  but  that  they  had  such  a 
tendency  is  obvious.  I  write  as  unbiassed  on  this  subjeot  as  any 
member  of  the  Council  of  Safety  can,  for  I  happened  to  be  absent 
when  the  complaints  ag^  Mr.  H.  were  made.  No  difference  has  ever 
happened  between  him  ft  me.  When  he  asked  an  office  of  Council, 
I  confess  that  upon  20  years  general  knowledge  of  him,  I  preferred 
another.  Perhaps  I  was  mistaken;  but  as  I  did  for  the  best,  I 
haye  nothing  to  accuse  myself  of  on  that  head.  I  am  told  he  soli- 
dted  that  of  L*  of  Militia  of  our  Assembly,  they  named  a  German. 
Perhaps,  because  people  of  that  kind  abound  in  the  County  of  North* 
ampton,  and  his  good  conduct  has  done  honour  to  their  choice.  By  a 
glare  of  evidence  it  appears  that  Mr.  H.  not  only  refused  to  take  ft 
subscribe  an  Oath  of  Allegiance,  ordered  by  law,  but  that  he  influenced 
others  to  decline  it.  This  conduct  brought  him  very  naturally  under 
the  suspicion  of  being  a  Tory ;  for  tho'  his  connection  with  the  army 
might,  perhaps,  excuse  him  from  the  test,  yet  wherefore  he  should, 
if  a  whig,  set  himself  against  this  necessary  mode  of  discriminatioa 
between  friends  ft  foes,  is  hard  to  be  accounted  for.  Certain  it  is 
the  whig  opposers  of  the  Constitution  framed  by  Convention  (among 
whom  Mr.  Hooper,  a  Candidate  for  its  offices  could  not  be)  gener- 
ally by  example  ft  influence  took  the  lead  in  carrying  the  test  act 
into  effect.  Even  delegates  of  the  state  in  Congress,  whose  dislike 
of  the  plan  of  Government  was  manifest,  ft  who  were  not  obliged 
by  the  act,  took  the  earliest  opportunity  of  recommending  this  method 
of  serving  the  common  cause,  by  attesting  in  the  usual  form.  I  am 
glad  however,  as  I  hear  that  Mr.  H.  resents  the  suspicion,  tbat  Con- 
gress have  at  length  prescribed  a  form  for  their  officers,  that  will 
enable  him  to  yield  a  Testimony  of  this  nature  without  any  scruple. 
It  will  also  greatly  relieve  the  good  people  of  the  state,  who  have 
long  seen  with  surprise  ft  disgust  that  officers  in  the  Continental 
service  were  not  always  Whigs.  Of  this  Mr.  Johxi  Biddle  &  Mr, 
Carpenter  Wharton  are  plain  instances. 

Bat  to  return,  the  omission  of  taking  these  attestations  delayed 
the  sending  the  proofs  to  York.  On  Mr.  Arndt's  return  he 
finished  his.  Mr.  Sergeant  did  not  come  back  till  lately,  when  ha 
declined  to  attest  to  the  writing  he  had  drawn  up.  I  shall  not  assign 
his  reasons  as  I  have  not  heard  them.  At  Reading  Mr.  Hooper 
net  him,  ftacted  as  above.  What  passed  I  am  not  exactly  informed. 
From  Mr.  Sergeant  we  have  nothing  on  the  subject. 


Se&  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1778. 

By  thd  above  relation  you  will  see  the  rise  of  the  Complaint  againsl 
Mr.  Hooper;  bow  it  was  embarrassed  &  delayed,  &  what  part  Mr. 
8.  bad  in  it.  Pradenoe,  perhaps,  would  have  suggested  to  me  silence 
in  this  business,  what  I  have  had  hitherto  no  hand  in.  Mr. 
Sergeant  was  the  smallest;  Mr.  Arndt  the  oldest  &  most  infirm  of 
the  late  Council  of  Safety.  They  were  very  unequal  to  H.  in  power 
of  body,  &  his  advantage  over  them  was  great.  He  would  have  no 
less  if  he  aimed  his  strokes  at  me,  for  lotg  siokness  has  enervated  & 
stifiened  me  much.  But  I  have  some  thing  in  me  that  will  not  suffer 
ve  to  be  silent,  let  the  consequences  be  what  they  may.''' 

Inchriedy 
Feb.  15, 1778.    To  the  Hon.  Thos.  McKean,  Esq. 


Council  to  Board  of  War,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster,  Feb'y  16, 1778. 

Sir, 

Agreeable  to  the  request  of  the  Hn'ble  board  of  war  of  the  SIst 
illt.,  the  facts  relating  to  the  flagg  have  been  collected  and  would 
have  been  forwarded  before  now,  but  that  it  was  hoped  some  further 
circumstances  would  have  transpired  in  the  examination  of  the  horse 
thieves  sent  out  of  the  City  by  General  Howe,  and  some  of  the 
papers  were  wanted  by  the  Court  Martial  on  their  trial — but  no 
further  evidence  appears. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  fiagg  in  this  borough,  Capt.  Wilson  &  Lieut. 
Patterson,  the  officers  appointed  by  General  Washington,  to  attend 
the  Flags,  waited  on  the  Council  for  instructions  respecting  the  price 
to  be  paid  by  the  enemy  officers  for  provisions  on  their  journey,  and 
produced  a  list  of  prices  which,  they  said,  had  been  given  them  by  a 
superior  officer;  but  it  was  not  signed — As  the  Council  was  not  an* 
thorized  by  law  to  limit  the  prices  of  articles  of  any  kind,  they  did 
not  chuse  to  interfere,  or  give  any  directions  in  the  matter,  further 
than  to  inform  the  Gentlemen,  that  there  was  a  law  of  the  State 
forbiding  the  asking  a  higher  price  for  any  thing  whatever  in  con- 
tinental monev  than  in  gold  or  silver.  Lieutenant  Patterson  after- 
Wards  complained  that  Mr.  Herbert,  a  tavern  keeper  in  this  borough, 
had  made  out  the  bill  against  the  enemy's  officers  much  lower  than 
his  bill  for  like  articles.  Mr.  Herbert  was  sent  for  and  the  matter 
examined.  It  appeared  that  the  articles  tho'  high  wefe  charged  at 
the  rates  then  commonly  paid  by  travellers,  and  therefore  Council 
declined  to  order  any  abatement  in  the  bill;  or  to  give  a  list  of  prices 

*  There  is  no  sig.  nor  address  to  this,  but  it  is  In  the  same  hand  as  many 
of  the  other  rough  drafts  of  Council  papers  of  T.  W.     See  page  242. 
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to  be  paid  on  the  road*  Soon  after  this  Council  were  informed  that 
the  enemy  officers  were  determined  to  return  unless  something  further 
was  done  in  their  favour,  to  which  it  was  replied,  that  the  Gentlemen 
veie  perfectly  at  liberty  to  do  as  they  pleased  in  that  respect^  and 
that  tfaoy  might  depend  no  law  of  the  State  would  be  violated  in  order 
to  induce  them  to  go  forward.  What  passed  between  our  officers  and 
thoee  of  the  Flag,  or  between  either  of  them  and  the  G-endemen  who 
ngned  and  aent  the  paper  to  Council,  which  has  been  sent  forward 
to  the  Dele^tee  of  Pennsylvania  in- Congress,  we  do  not  pretend  to 
know;  The  Flagg  however  went  forward.  After  the  bills  were  paid 
the  Council  requested  William  Henry,  Esq.,  to  take  Mr.  Herberts 
deposition  on  the  facts,  with  intention  to  forward  it  to  Congress ;  but 
upon  reading  it,  they  thought  it  might  probably  induce  some  unfa- 
voarable  suspicions  of  the  conduct  of  Lieu^  Patterson  with  respect  to 
the  said  money,  and  being  desirous  to  avoid  this,  as  it  might  be  in- 
janous  to  that  young  gentlemen,  they  declined  sending  it  at  that 
time.    They  now  enclose  it  without  further  comment. 

The  deposition  of  M**  John  Miller  will  shew  the  indecency  of  the 
direction  upon  several  packages  sent  by  the  Flag.  The  representa- 
tion of  Wm.  Henry,  Esq',  will  give  you  the  facts  relating  to  the 
Counterfeit  money  found  on  the  Serjeants  k  others  attend'g  the 
fla^.  Yon  will  judge  what  connexion  Capt.  Christie's  depodtioa 
may  have  with  this  affair. 

The  depositions  of  Lieut.  Colonel  Stewart,  Eliz^  Brisbenj  &  Mar- 
garet Patton  contain  the  best  intelligence  we  have  received  of  the 
oonduet  on  the  return  of  the  flag. 

Many  circumstances  have  occurred  which  induce  a  Suspicion  that 
Tery  improper  sentiments  have  been  thrown  out  by  the  enemy  offi- 
eera  on  their  way  and  in  thia  borough,  but,  upon  enquiry^  no  direct 
eyidence  of  the  facts  have  been  obtained. 

The  examination  of  Joseph  Rode  and  iHenry  Mansin  are  also  en- 
closed; that  of  Wendel  Myer,  it  is  probable,  will  be  wanted  on  his 
trjal  before  a  Civil  Court,  and  it  is  to  the  Same  purpose  with  the 
other  two  is  not  Sent.'*' 


Beleoates   op  CoNaRESS  TO  President  Wharton,  1778, 

York,  16th  Feb'y,  1778. 
Hon'd  Sir, 

The  Delegates  take  the  liberty  to  send,  enclosed,  the  last  resolve 
of  Congress,  relative  to  the  purchase  of  Provisions,  &c.,  for  the 
Army.  They  have  not  lost  a  moment  since  the  Voting  of  the 
money,  which  was  on  Friday  last,  to  procure  a  warrant  &  have  it 
PMsed  the  Treasury.  But  upon  applying  to  the  Treasurer  it  was 
impossible  to  procure  more  than  16  quire,  amounting  to  £52,000,  at 
this  time,  as  he  was  pressed  by  Prior  Orders.     The  same  hour  il 

*  See  pages  201,  206,  214,  217,  221>226,  288. 
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wa0  received  one  quire  of  the  Draught  was  put  into  Major  Soott'g 
bandBJ;  one  do.  into  Major  Dills,  who  had  waited  two  daja  (after 
advanoing  £150  of  his  private  money  in  purchases) ;  2  do.  were 
sent  by  Major  Dill  to  the  Cumberland  Gom'y,  whioh  he  engaged  to 
deliver  on  Saturday;  and  the  remaining  12  quire  we  send  by  the 
bearer,  whioh  is  the  whole  of  $52|000.  We  hope  your  Hon'r  &  the 
Council  will  approve  of  the  advances  to  the  York  &  Cumberland 
Commissars,  which  we  should  not  have  done  without  especial  order 
—if  it  had  been  practicable  to  send  an  Express,  but  the  River  forbid 
it.  We  hope  the  unhappy,  &  we  fear  fatal  .delay,  in  this  busineas, 
in  the  distressed  state  of  our  Army,  will  not  be  attributed  by  our 
state,  to  any  neglect  or  want  of  seal  in  their  Delegates,  and  we 
heartily  pray  that  a  moment  longer  may  not  be  lost  in  a  business  so 
pressing  &  necessary.  We  shall,  if  agreeable  to  your  Honour  & 
Council,  urge  the  Treasurer  to  compleat  the  residue  of  the  War^ 
for  ^00,000  in  favour  of  our  State,  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

we  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  all  due  respect, 

your  h'ble  serv*% 

(By  order  of  y*  delegates.) 

JAS.  SMITH. 

17th. 

Mr.  Dickson  takes  the  charge  of  this,  but  without  y*  money. 
The  Delegates  hope  to  be  able  to  draw  y*  whole  to*morrow,  &  will 
send  it  in  safe  custody  to  the  River  by  Thirsday  noon,  where  they 
will  deliver  it  to  your  Ezcellencie's  order,  &  hope  some  proper  per* 
son  may  be  ordered  from  Lancaster  to  receive  y"  same  at  y  River, 

your  Ezoe'y 

most  obed't, 

JAS.  SMITH. 

By  order  of  y  Pres*. 

J)irecUd, 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Junr.,  President  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 


James  Smith  to  President  Wharton,  1778. 

Hay  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Yesterday  evening  the  Resolve  of  Congress  of  Saturday  was  sent, 
•noloaed  by  Mr.  Dickson,  with  an  account  of  the  Recet  of  52,000 
Dollars,  received  by  the  Delegates,  out  of  which  13,000  DolUrs  was 
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Mid  to  the  York  &  Camberland  County  Comiss'* ;  the  RemaiDdor 
being  39,000  Dollars,  &  100,000  Dollars  received  this  day  is  for, 
varded  by  the  Sheriff  of  York  Coanty ;  as  there  is  not  a  moment  to 
be  lost  he  is  sent  to  day,  which  will,  we  hope,  prevent  the  trouble  of 
sending  to  the  Kiver,  as  mentioned  in  the  Postscript  of  yesterday's 
Letter.  As  the  soperintendants  are  dismounted  on  the  East  side 
the  River,  it  might  not  have  been  so  proper  to  apply  to  the  usual 
place  for  a  Guard  &  Convoy,  and  makes  it.  more  necessary  for  the 
Com"  on  the  East  side  to  exert  themselves^  lest  the  army  should 
Bufer. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Hay  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Your  most  obed*  Serv*", 

(By  <»der  of  y*  Deleg.) 

JAS.  SMITH. 
IHrecied, 

To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun*",  Presid'  of  PennsyU 
yania. 

V  Sheriff  Bowan. 


Lt.  Jno.  Wbtzbl  to  Prbs.  Whabton,  1778. 

Alientown,  the  17th  February,  1778. 

Maj  It  please  your  Excellency, 

The  Indispensible  Duty  I  owe  to  your  Excellency  and  the  Coun* 
cil,  Induces  me  to  Inform  your  Excellency  of  a  new  order  the  Issueing 
Commissary  received,  &  would  have  put  in  Execution  yesterday,  in 
Regard  of  shortening  the  Rations  to  the  armourers  &  Saddlers  of  This 
State,  now  working  at  Alientown,  which  caused  a  great  uneasinesa 
amongst  the  Workmen ;  the  where  determined  to  leave  the  Work 
whereupon  after  consulting  with  David  Deshler  &  F*  Hagner  Sub 
LieutP  having  a  good  many  unrepaired  arms  upon  hand  and  received 
yesterday  400  from  Camp  out  of  Repair,  &  many  more  dailie  ex* 
peeted,  by  the  Letter,  the  Batt'  Quarter  Master  writes  he  will  want 
a  g^ood  quantity  in  good  order,  as  he  expects  some  Militia  every  dav, 
and  likewise  this  County  Militia,  which  will  be  Compleataocoutred ; 
We  agreed,  and  thought  it  best  for  the  Publick  Interest  to  give  un 
order  to  James  Kennedy,  Commissary's  of  Issues  to  allow  the  For* 
mer  Fatigue  Rations  untiU  I  could  have  an  answer  from  your  Ex* 
cellency  &  the  Council,  who  I  don't  doubt  will  take  this  Matter  in 
Consideration  and  send  me  proper  Instructions  that  I  may  be  able  to 
ttct  accordingly.    Our  departments  areliow  in  good  order  and  we 
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enoreaae  every  day,  so  that  I  hope  we  shall  have  the  Different  Work- 
men to  oompleat  our  Buysiness. 

I  am  with  esteem 

Your  Excellenoys 

Most  Humble  Servant 

JOHN  WETZEL,  Lieutenant. 

P.  S.  Inclosed  yon  have  a  Copie  of  the  Letter  the  Commissary 
produced,  &  for  your  Excellenoys  &  the  Councils  Inspection ;  the 
following  are  the  former  Rations,  Vis',  lilb  of  Beef,  l|lb  of  Bread 
1}  Flower  &  Vegetables,  }  pint  of  Rum  or  Wisky ;  Wood,  Soap  & 
Candles. 

Directed, 

To  His  Ezoellency  Thomas  Wharton  Jr.  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Executive  Council  For  The  State  of  Pensylvania  at  Lanca.8ter. 


Rbsolution  of  Congress,  1778. 

In  Congress,  17  Feb.  1778. 

Whereas,  by  the  resolution  of  the  14th  Instant,*  the  commissionen 
appointed  by  the  state  of  Pensylvania  were  authorized  and  directed 
to  purchase  and  store  in  magasines  30,000  barrels  of  flour,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Susquehannah ;  and  by  a  letter  since  laid  before 
Congress  from  R.  L.  Hooper,  Nathaniel  Falconer  and  Jonathan 
Mifflin,  Jun',  three  of  the  superintendants  appointed  by  the  board 
of  war,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolve  of  the  15  Jan'y  last,  it  appears  that 
tiiesaid  Superintendants  are  making  contracts  for  exeoutinff  thebosi- 
ness  intrusted  with  the  said  commissioners,  contrary  to  the  mtentions 
of  Congress,  expressed  in  their  said  resolutions. 

And  whereas  it  also  appears  by  the  aforesaid  letter  that  Uie  above 
named  superintendants,  without  any  authority,  in  direct  violation  of 
the  laws  of  Pensylvania,  and  contrary  to  the  instructions  given  by 
the  board  of  war,  have  presumed  to  fix  and  ascertain  the  prices  of 
several  artides  wanted  in  the  army  much  higher  than  fixed  by  law 
in  the  state,  direeting  the  quarter  masters  to  govern  themselves  by 
such  illegal  rates;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  immediately  to  recsi 
and  suspend  the  said  R.  L.  Hooper,  Nathaniel  Falconer  and  Jonathan 
Mifflin,  who  are  required  to  lay  beforo  Congress  their  proceedings 
and  accounts. 

Extract  from  tho  minutes. 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 

*  £ke  page  266. 
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General  Robbrdeat;  to  Prbsibbht  Whartok,  1778, 

.-  York  Town,  FeVy^  17tb,  1778. 

Sir, 

Mj  Colleague,  Mr.  James  Smith,  obtained  a  warrant  for  300,000 
Dollars,  to  be  remitted  to  you  for  the  purchase  of  Provisions,  reserv- 
ing, as  be  informs  me  52,000,  which  be  has  pat  into  the  bands  of 
Commissioners  for  this  County  and  Cumberland.  The  low  state  of 
the  Treasury  has  occasioned  since  a  division  of  the  300,000  I>*,  one 
half  to  the  Board  of  War  &  Ordinance  and  the  other  half  for  this 
State,  both  being  for  the  same  purposes,  the  Bal*  of  your  moiety,  viz., 
9S,000,  will,  I  expect,  be  ready  this  day,  to  go  under  the  care  of 
some  one  of  the  members  of  Assembly  who  may  be  passing  thro. 
Ab  Mr.  Smith  undertook  this  business  in  my  absence,  being  at  the 
Treasury,  when  the  Grant  obtained,  I  shall  leave  the  whole  to  his 
management.  I  shall  urge  forward  the  supplies  of  cash  as  you  shall 
from  time  to  time  advise  to  be  necessary ;  and  I  beseech  Council 
not  to  put  too  much  confidence  in  any  Servant  under  them,  lest  son^e 
wheel  in  the  machine  should  rust  or  clog,  to  the  injury  of  the  cause, 
which  now  labours  in  the  article  of  provisions.  The  ezubentnt  oaro 
of  the  Tate  Board  of  war  in  providing  superintendants  over  the  Com- 
miasioners  in  the  respective  Counties,  and  (he  delegecy  of  their 
choice,  has  occasioned  a  good  deal  of  perplexity.  Last  dveninff  a 
modest  request  came  before  Congress  to  indemnify  the  superm- 
tcndants,  in  violation  of  the  provision  act,  in  having  given  more 
than  the  stipulated  prices,  this  is  refered  with  the  depositions  oon- 
eeroiDg  Mr.  Hooper  to  a  Committee.  You  will  see  by  the  resolve 
of  last  Saturday  that  a  new  System  has  been  contrived  to  accommo- 
date the  appointment  of  superintendants  to  the  late  law  of  the  state, 
sad  to  prevent  any  interference,  Mr.  Smith  informs  me  be  will 
tiaoamit  the  system  whioh  prevents  me.  I  beg  Council  will  urge 
the  respective  CoDunissioners  to  the  purchase  of  live  stook^  as  to 
fiour  I  have  no  fear  of  a  plentiful  supply,  but  through  the  lack  of 
meat  provisions  our  army  is  even  now  greatly  distresaedf  and  without 
the  most  vigorous  exertions  I  fear  the  consequence.  If  any  thing 
prevents  our  Capital  being  speedily  regained  it  will  be  the  want  of 
provisions.  Virginia  is  ready  to  supply  5000  Volunteers  and  N. 
Carolina  as  many,  with  their  Governor  to  march  at  their  head,  be- 
sides their  Quota  of  Continental  Troops ;  but  they  cannot  be  called 
for  without  provisions,  therefore  let  me  beaeech  Council  to  strain 
every  nerve  of  exertion,  and  make  timely  applyoation  to  Congress  for 
Cash  firom  time  to  time.  Next  to  the  want  of  provisions  there  is 
Ao  one  thing  so  distressing  to  our  publick  officers  as  the  want  of  the 
lid  of  Mr.  Aittenhottse,  on  whom  the  Treasury  has  depended  for^a 
Httle  work  in  his  way,  to  help  forward  a  speedy  emission,  which  is 
^ways  most  necessary  at  this  season,  but  especially  so  on  account  of 

12* 
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the  enormous  prices  of  every  article  to  supply  the  army.  I  have 
urged  his  comiDg  forward  again  &  again,  hitherto  in  vain,  there- 
fore I  beg  the  interposition  of  Council,  and  that  that  Gentleman  will 
be  entreated  not  to  delay  his  coming  here  a  moment  longer.  With 
respectful  salutations  to  Council. 
I  am,  Sir, 

T'  most  ob*, 

Hum*  Serv*, 

DANIEL  ROBERDEAU. 

To  His  Excellency,  Thos.  Wharton,  President. 


pRESiDBKT  Wharton  to  Gbn.  Washington,  1778. 

Lancaster,  IV^  Febru'y,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  to  write  to  your  Ezcellenoy  on  the  13^  InsS 
&  have  since  reed,  your  favour  of  the  12**^.* 

It  is  with  some  concern  that  I  find  you  obliged  to  remind  Conncil 
of  the  stipulation  made  by  Gen*  Armstrong.  You  may  be  assured  that 
on  the        day  of  last,  orders  were  sent  out  for  the  immedi* 

ate  march  of  two  Classes  of  the  Militia  of  York,  Gumberbnd  ft 
Northampton  Counties ;  &  a  Class  of  Numberland  conditionally. 
The  three  first,  tho'  substitutes  are  laid  aside,  will  probably  produoe 
1500  men.  Their  arrival  has  been,  I  am  sensible,  too  late,  for  which 
several  reasons  may  be  assigned.  The  order  to  the  Lieu*  of  North- 
ampton, tho'  sent  by  a  careful  man,  was  strangely  delayed,  till  he 
had  left  home  for  this  Town ;  tho'  a  duplieate  was  sent  to  Gen 
Potter  to  forward  from  his  Camp.  The  very  unoommonly  brokoi 
weather,  &  the  difficulty  of  passing  ih^  Susquehanna,  threw  oontin* 
ued  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  Militia  drawn  out  of  York  k  Gaan 
berland.  Some  of  these  were  actually  weather-bound  in  Lancaster 
during  weather  that  forbid  all  progress.  Besides,  the  Inroads  of  the 
Indian  Enemy  prevented  the  whole  detatchment  £rom  Northttmh6^ 
land,  ft  part  of  Cumberland  from  marching  at  all.  To  thess 
obetructioas,  I  beg  leave  with  great  regret  to  mendon  another,  whicn 
Council  contemplated  before  6en>  Armstrong  acquainted  us  of  toe 
necessity  of  continuing  the  Militia  in  Serrice.  This  is,  Sir,  a  gi^ 
ft  growing  disgust,  that  is  lately  become  general  throughont  tho 
Counties  to  serve  in  conjunction  with  the  regular  Troops,  jh^ 
oomplain,  that  because  some  among  them,  perhaps  ihe  hireiins* 

V 

*  See  pages  i264«  265 
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employed  as  Babstitates,  have,  by  flagrant  misconduct^  shown  them- 
8el?e8  defeotiTe  &  cowardly,  a  general  nndisttnguished  Censure  is 
oast,  &  this  too  in  the  grossest  Terms  on  the  whole  of  the  Militia, 
by  too  many  of  the  eontinostal  officers  &  privates.  It  seems  to  me, 
that  some  Oentl"  expect  too  mnch  of  untried  Militia,  drawn  oat  by 
SQceeesion  for  two  months  at  most  Bnt  however  the  fact  may  be, 
yonr  Excellency  will  see,  that  this  mode  of  treating  new  soldiers,  to 
whom  experience  would  afford  instruction,  is  not  adapted  to  improve, 
them  in  the  Military  Character.  On  the  other  hand,  it  weakens  the 
exertions  of  America  in  the  Common  Cause,  &  must  produce  many 
of  the  miMshiefs  derived  to  the  Royal  Army  by  the  idle  debates 
between  the  natives  of  the  Empire  &  their  German  Auxiliaries. 
This,  however,  is  but  a  part  of  the  Evil  rising  from  this  service.  In 
the  open  Country,  where  the  Militia  are  strongest,  it  produces  alter- 
eation,  recrimination  &  feud.  The  sourness  among  the  people  shows 
itself  dayly  in  Quarrels ;  &  perhaps  the  dreadful  event  that  lately 
took  place  at  the  Sign  of  the  Compass^  on  the  road  from  hence  to 
Head  Quarters,  may  be  ultimately  a  sprout  of  this  root.  Three  of 
the  Country  people  accused  as  principals  in  this  melancholly  business, 
have  been  arrested  by  the  justices,  &  are  now  in  gaol  here,  but  their 
examination  is  not  yet  finished ;  so  that  I  am  not  yet  able  to  be 
positive. — It  is  grievous  to  remark  on  this  irksome  subject,  before  I 
leave  it,  that  another  officer  will  be  ordered  for  the  recruiting  service 
instead  of  M'  Hammond,"*"  of  the  11^^  Battalion. 

Instructions  are  made  out  for  the  Gentlemen  sent  up  by  y  Ex^* 
for  the  recruiting  business,  &  they  Will  issue  forth  without  delay. 
But  fomr  More  seem  necessary  for  Philad*  County,  &  two  for 
Bucks,  after  distributing  the  officenl  already  selected.  Inclosed  I 
send  Copies  of  these  Instroctions,  with  blanks  for  the  naipes  of  such  as 
yon  may  appoint.  This  I  beg  y  Excellency  to  refer  to  your  Secre- 
tary, because  it  will  save  the  Officers  to  be  appointed  to  this  service 
the  trouble  of  a  journey  hither  &  back  again. 

The  oloathing  mentioned  in  my  last,  amounting  to  upwards  of  three 
hundred  coats  &  vests ;  about  two  hundred  pair  of  Leather  breeches, 
upwards  of  eighty  Overalls,  &c.  are  now  putting  up ;  they  will  be 
directed  for  3rd,  6th,  9th  &  12th  Penns*  Battalions — the  18th 
PennaP  Battalion  I  hope  will  be  otherwise  supplied — the  remainder 
of  the  doathing  is  making  up  as  ftuBt  as  possible. 

Indoned. 

To  his  Excellency,  Gen>  Washington. 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  446. 
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JAMB8  YauNa  TO  Timothy  Matlaok,  1778. 

BeftdiDg,  IS^  Febr^y,  1778. 
Sir, 

By  the  Tnolosed  letters  yon  will  be  a  judge  of  their  importance,  & 
not  knowing  how  to  send  them  to  the  Deputy  Waggon  Master  with- 
out great  ezpence  t^  the  State^  by  seperate  Expresses,  for  which  I 
have  no  Authority,  I  must  beg  leave  to  trouble  you  with  them,  to 
forward  them  as  you  think  proper.  Expresses,  I  shall  have  frequent 
occasion  for  &  beg  Council  will  enable  me  to  hire  them  when  wantedj 
horse  for  myself,  &c. 

The  Waggons  from  Northampton  are  arrived  at  Camp,  to  my  great 
satisfaction,  &  hope  to  relieve  their  Wants  in  future,  as  nothing 
shall  be  wanting  on  my  part.  This,  by  M'  Bead,  saves  the  Expence 
of  an  Express ;  being  very  Respectfully, 

Sir, 

Your  very  Hum** 

&  Obd*  Ser*, 

JA-  YOUNG. 

This  Letter  contained  Orders  to  Thompson  of  Berks^  Bayly  of 
Lancaster,  Boyd  of  Chester,  &  Moore  of  Philad*;  they  mention  Orders 

being  issued  for  Lancaster 44 

Chester  ,        .        •        .         .        .        44 

Berks  82 

Bucks  32 

Philad* 14 

North-  14 

Directed^ 

On  Public  Service. 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esquire,  Secretary  to  the  State  of  Penns- 
ylvania, Lancaster. 

Favoured  by  Ja"  Read,  Esq". 


Extract  op  a    Letter  prom  Mr.   Dusr  to  Col.  P.  Ji. 
LsBy  IN  Congress,  Feb.  19.  1778. 

'^  I  have  this  day  seen  a  letter  from  Oen'l  Gates,  as  President  of  the 
Board  of  War,  directing  General  Mifflin  to  inform  the  Commission- 
ers appointed  by  the  board  to  superintend  the  purchasing  provisioos, 
&o.,  that  Congress  had  determined  that  the  measures  pursued  by  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  were  adequate  to  the  supply  of  the  Army  on 
the  east  side  of  Snsquchannah^  and  had  therefore  directed  that  they 
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no  longer  proceed  on  that  bnsiness,  but  lay  all  their  aooonnts,  &o., 
kfore  Congress.  Just  when  the  resolution  came  to  hand,  a  consi- 
derably Supply  of  provisions  &  forage  was  forwarding  to  head  quar- 
ters by  thjQ  persona  appointed  by  the  Board  of  War^  a  a  great  num- 
ber of  teams  impressed  for  this  purpose.  The  order  of  Congress  has 
put  a  stop  to  the  whole,  so  that  all  prospect  of  keeping  the  Army 
together  is  now  at  an  end,  and  you  may  expect  every  moment  to 
bear  of  its  dissolutiou.  The  former  letter  I  sent  you  from  Oen'i 
Wsshington,  painted  to  you  their  critical  Situation;  since  that  time 
aboat'lOOO  barrels  of  flour  have  been  sent  down  by  water  from  this 
place  by  Col.  Bird.  But  the  river  is  now  fallen^  &  there  is  no  pro- 
bability of  procuring  an  adequate  number  of  teams  in  time  agree- 
able to  the  laws  of  this  State. 

This  you  may  declare  to  Congress  as  a  fact,  that  warrants  have 
been  out  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania  for  a  month  past, 
for  procuring  teams  for  the  use  of  the  Airmy,  &  that  none  have  as 
jet  been  procured  in  that  way,  the  consequence  of  which  is,  that  all 
tbe  horses  in  the  Army  are  now  furnished  for  forage,  and  a  mutiny 
baa  already  arisen  for  want  of  a  timely  supply  of  provisions.  It  will 
be  more  than  we  have  a  right  to  expect,  when  the  Army  disbands, 
wbich  I  think  in  a  few  days  it  must,  if  a  great  part  dont  join  the 
enemy.  A  few  nights  ago  thirteen  of  the  Artillery,  (the  best  corps 
in  tbe  Service)  twelve  of  whom  were  Serjeants,  deserted  in  a  body 
to  tbe  enemy.     This  yon  may  rely  on  as  fact.'^ 


Gbn.  Washington  to  Pres.  Wharton,  1778. 

Valley  Forge,  Feb'y  the  19th,  1778. 
Sir, 

For  reasons  that  will  be  obvious  to  you  it  is  thought,  the  publica- 
tion of  the  inclosed  address,"*"  may  answer  valuable  ends,  and  I  beg 
leave  to  submit  to  you,  whether  it  may  not  serve  to  increase  its 
effect,  if  it  w^re  ushered  into  the  papers  of  your  State,  with  a  recom- 
meadatory  line  from  yourself.  If  you  should  suppose  there  will  be 
aoy  impropriety  in  this,  yon  will  be  pleased  notwithstanding  to  com- 
mit the  address  itself  to  the  printer. 

1  was  duly  honored  with  your  Letter  of  the  l«3th  Inst.  I  shall 
give  every  attention  in  my  power  that  the  five  Regiments  may  be 
BoppHed  out  of'  the  Cloathing  which  first  comes  to  hand,  as  you  wish, 
ind  if  it  proves  insufficient,  will  try  to  keep  them  easy  till  a  further 
pioviiion  ean  be  made. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

To«r  most  Qbd*  Servant, 

G*:  WASHINGTON. 
P.  S.  Address  in  letter  to  Mr.  Dunlap. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Wharton. 

*Bm  this  address  and  a  proclamation  with  it  by  the  Executive,  in 
Col  R«c.,  VoL  XI.,  p.  429. 
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Council  to  Comm'rs  for  Colleciinq  PboyxsiokSi  1778. 

In  Coanoili  LanoMter,  Febnitry  19, 1778.  "** 

GoDgress,  by  a  Besolve  of  the  14th  Inst.,*  have  ordered  that  the 
Monies  for  the  payment  of  ProYisions,  Forage,  &c.,  &c ,  to  be  pur- 
chased by  Commissioners  appointed  by  a  Law  of  this  State,  for  the 
use  of  the  Army,  shall  go  thro'  the  hands  of  Council.  As  you  are 
nominated  for  the  county  of  ,  it  becomes  necessary  for  me  to 

mention  that  Congress  have  orderd  Magazines  of  Provisions,  to  he 
layd  up  in  several  parts  of  this  State,  which  yoa  will  see  by  an  ex- 
tract  from  said  Resolve  enclosed. 

The  present  situation  of  the  Army  males  it  absolutely  necessary, 
that  you  &  the  other  Commissioners  proceed  upon  this  business  with 
the  greatest  alacrity  possible — not  one  moment  should  be  lost  iu 
procuring  and  forwarding  the  Flour  to  the  different  places  mentioned 
in  the  Eesolve.  You  are  well  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  the 
Country,  and  distance  from  youf  County  to  each  nlace  named  for 
the  Flour  to  be  Stored  at.  lour  own  knowledge,  therefore,  of  these 
circumstances  will  instruct  you  therein.  Council  have  nominated 
proper  persons,  whose  names  are  hereto  annexed,  to  attend  on  the 
Spott  to  inspect,  receive.  Store  &  to  take  care  of  the  Provisions,  and 
to  issue  the  same  upon  the  orders  of  the  Board  of  War.  Those 
Gentle^  will,  upon  your  application,  acquaint  you  from  time  to  time 
with  the  quantity  received  in  the  Stores,  so  that  you  may  know  when 
the  whole  is  collected.  The  Council  wish  that  the  Farmers  should 
receive  their  pay  as  soon  as  the  Provisions  &  Forage  are  delivered, 
or  in  a  very  Short  time  after,  so  as  to  prevent  any  just  cause  of  com- 
plaint, I  therefore  send  you  by  the  Bearer  —  Dollars,  and  will  famish 
you  with  such  further  Sums  upon  your  application  as  you  may  need, 
not  doubting  that  you  will  call  only  when  you  have  a  real  ocoasioa, 
as  the  Treasury  at  present  is  low.  CouncU  flatter  themselves  that 
you  have  made  some  progress  in  this  business.  Evefy  exertion  at 
this  time  is  expected  from  this  State,  when  the  Enemy  has  posses- 
sion of  our  Capital,  and  the  Army  calling  aloud  for  Supplies  of 
every  kind.  Upon  your  activity  &  prudence  therefore  much  depends, 
for  unless  the  Troops  are  well  Supplyd  with  Provimona,  it  is  not 
reasonable  to  suppose  they  will  keep  the  Field.  CatUe  of  every  kind 
is  wanted  at  Camp;  I  hope  a  great  number  of  Hogs  oan  in  a  short 
time  be  collected.  The  Commissaries  of  isiues  ctopend  upon  your 
exertions  for  supplies,  and  they  muu  not  be  disappmnted-^l  kinds 
of  live  Stock  must  be  collected,  as  well  as  forage,  and  delivered 
agreeable  to  the  enclosed  resolve — that  the  wants  of  our  distressed 
Country  men  may  be  immediately  relieved.  For  your  trouble  in 
this,  at  present  important  business,  Council  are  impowered  to  mftke 
you  ample  satisfaction. 

*  See  page  266, 
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Lest  yoa  shonld  not  be  provided  with  the  Law  in  which  yon  are 
named  as  a  Commissioner;  it  is  here  enclosed,  and  to  which  I  refer 
you. 

By  order  of  Conncil. 

Store  keepers  appointed  by  Oonnoil : 

Lanoaster,  Col*.  Wm.  Will. 
Beading,  Col''.  Cowperthwaite. 

12S?'"'}«<>1«'*  Trail.  Eaqr. 

Downingstown,  Elijah  Wood. 
PottsgroTO;  John  Mitchell. 


Council  to  Delegates  in  Conoiiess,  1778. 

Lanoaster,  FeVy  19, 1778. 

Oentlemen, 

Tour  letters  of  the  16th  &  17th,  and  an  enclosed  note,  have  been 
delivered  to  Council  by  William  Bowan,  Esq'.,  together  with  the 
nun  of  One  hundred  and  thirty  nine  thousand  dollars,  which  I  have 
examined,  and  by  order  of  Council  given  him  a  receipt  for.  The 
oppressive  load  of  business  which  is  upon  the  Council  makes  it  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  undertake  the  business  committed  to  them  in  this 
charge,  and  it  is  an  instance  of  their  great  zeal  to  Serve  the  Publick 
eause,  that  they  give  immediate  attention  to  it.  This  mode  of 
doing  business  has  lessened  the  reputation  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania in  the  eyes  of  Congress  more  than  any  other  circumstance,  by 
indudng  a  wonder  what  has  become  of  the  large  sums  of  money  put 
into  the  hands  of  its  Councils,  and  as  these  Sums  have  generally 
fallen  greatly  Short  of  answering  the  intention  for  which  they  have 
been  issued,  it  has  occasioned  clamours  in  the  people  who  have  had 
unsatisfied  claims.  It  has  also  divided  their  attention,  which  was 
wholly  due  to  the  intricate  &  difficult  affairs  of  the  State.  A  future 
day  will  shew  their  cool,  firm,  steady  performanoe,  in  a  point  of  view 
very  dUFerent  from  that  in  which  it  is  now  seen,  and  much  to  their 
honour,  when  the  conduct  of  some  of  their  oppressors  will  Shrink 
from  the  light. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &o. 

T.  M.,  See'y. 

Tb  Hn'Ue  Delegates  of  Penns*  in  Congress. 
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OOL.  KiRKBRIDB  TO  PrES.  WhARTON,  1778. 

Bordonton,  20th  Feb.^  1778. 
Sir, 

Your  Excellencys  Letters  of  the  13th  Inst  eame  ta  hand— one  on 
Tuesday  last,  the  other  of  this  date,  aooompanj'd  by  these  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  12th  Inst. 

The  Constant  Alarmes  we  haye  had  in  the  Lower  part  of  Backs 
County  for  some  days  past,  has  Intirely  thrown  us  out  of  our  Basi- 
ness,  &  put  it  out  of  our  power  to  Act  in  the  Civil  line. 

Before  this  can  reach  your  Excellency,  you  will  no  doubt  have  the 
particulars  more  full  than  I  am  able  at  present  to  give,  but  our  Ace" 
this  evening  is  that  the  Enemy  have  Rctreat'd  from  Q  alio  way  splacc, 
&  some  other  parts  of  the  neighborhood,  towards  the  City^  after 
capturing  many  of  our  friends,  and  taking  away  large  quantity  of 
Forrage,  &c. 

I  can  Inform  your  Excellency  that  Col.  Coats  has  not  left  any 
part  of  his  money  in  my  hands,  nor  do  I  believe  he  had  much  in 
his  own,  but  was  Chiefly  in  the  hands  of  the  Sub-Lieuts^  and  Col- 
lectors, &  I  make  no  doubt  to  the  amount  he  mentions ;  and,  in 
consequence  of  your  Excel*  Orders,  am  taken  the  most  direct  mea- 
sure I  can  to  Collect  it  from  the  persons  whose  hands  it's  in,  in 
Order  to  dispose  of  it  agreeable  to  Pirection. 

I  wrote  your  Excellency  some  days  ago  by  two  oppcurtunitys,  & 
hope  they  have  got  safe  to  band. 

And  be  assur'd  I  will  do  every  thing  in  my  power  strictly  to  com- 
ply with  your  Excellencys  Commands }  and 
I  have  the  Hon*'  to  be  your  Eccl" 

Most  Obedient  Ilumb.  Serv*. 

JO.  KIRKBRIDE. 

Directef}, 

On  Public  Business — 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esqs.,  President  of  the  State 
Pennsylvania,  at  Lancaster, 


Mbmoriai.  of  RecruItinq  Officbrs  to  Council,  1778. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Executive  Council  for  the  State  of  Penasjl- 

vania. 

We  the  subscribers,  in  Behalf  of  the  Officers  Ordered  on  the  Re* 
cruiting  service  from  the  said  State,  Beg  leave  to  remark  to  the 
Council  a  Great  Inconvenience  under  which  we  labour  in  entering 
on  that  service,  agreeable  to  the  Instructions  we  have  Received  from 
them. 

*  Captured,  see  page  261. 
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AoeordiDg  to  those  InstractionS;  we  are  allowed  but  the  trifling 
mm  of  three  Pounds  for  each  Reoruit.  It  must  be  perceptable  to 
every  person  who  has  been  on  that  duty,  that  that  gum  is  nothing 
equal  to  the  Expence  that  must  Neoessarilj  Accrue. 

Yet  the  Zeal  for  the  good  of  our  Countrji  which  first  induced  us 
k>  take  the  Field  we  flatter  ourselves  still  continue,  and  thro'  that 
MotiTe  we  are  determined  to  exert  ourselves  in  that  duty  until  a 
proper  Representation  of  our  Orievanoe  may  be  laid  before  the  Le- 
gislative Power  of  this  State^  and  their  determination  taken. 

We  therefore  Beg  the  Council  wou'd  represent  the  matter  to  that 
Body.  &  transmit  to  us  their  prooeedings  by  the  first  Opportunity,  at 
oar  aifferent  Rendezvous^  making  no  doubt  that  all  reasonable  ex- 
peaces  will  be  allowed  us. 

ALEX'R  PATTERSON,  Capt.  12  P.  Regt. 
EDWARD  SCULL,  Capt'  4th  P.  Regt. 
WM.  WILSON,  Capt.  1st  P.  Regt. 

Lancaster^  Feb'y  18th,  1778. 


Board  op  War  to  Pbesibbnt  Wharton,  1778. 

War  Office,  Peb'y  20th  1778. 

Sir, 

By  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the  14th  Instant,  the  Board  were 
dire^ed  to  lay  up  twenty  .thousand  barrells  of  Flour  in  addition  to 
that  which  jou  &  the  Honorable  Council  have  been  pleased  to  take 
the  trouble  of  procuriag  on  the  east  side  of  the  Sasquahaana.  The 
^oard  were  farther  authorised  to  instruct  the  Commissioners  ap* 
pointed  by  a  Law  of  the  State,  in  their  Purchases  on  the  West  Side 
of  the  River.  They  have  in  consequence  of  this  Authority  ordered 
the  Flour  to  be  purchased  by  two  of  the  Snperintendants  they  have 
appointed  under  a  former  Resolution,  &  have  instructed  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  by  the  Law  of  the  State  to  confine  their  purchases 
to  provi^iopB  of  the  Meat  Kind  &  Forage.  This  was  done  to  prevent 
Confusion  or  Clashing.  As  tho  Resolution  of  Congress  directs  the 
Board  to  keep  up  a  correspondence  with  your  Excellency  and  the 
Hon.  Gounoil,  I  am  to  express  their  Wishes  to  co-operate  in  every 
Measure  the  Service  requires.  The  Board  will  be  happy  to  be  in« 
formed  whether  your  judgment  of  the  Prices  fixed  by  the  Hdh.  the 
Aasemblj  is  that  they  shall  be  paid  on  the  Delivery  of  the  articles 
at  the  Magaanes  or  at  the  places  where  they  are  purchased^  as  they 
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vould  wish  to  preserve  an  Uniformity  in  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Purchasers  on  both  sides  the  River. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

With  great  Respect 

Your  obed.  Ser^. 

HORATIO  GATES,  Rresident. 

Directed 

On  public  service.  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jr.,  Esqr.^ 
President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Lancaster. 


James  Young  to  Sbcrbtart  Matlack,  1778/ 

Reading,  21  Feb'y,  1778. 
Sir, 

This  day  Mr.  Leonard  Reed,  Waggon  Master*  for  this  County, 
Inform'd  me  that  he  found  the  business  too  much  for  him,  for  tho 
following  reasons :  first,  that  he  lived  at  the  extreme  end  of  the 
County,  in  Tulpohakin,  &  his  Wife  in  a  very  bad  state  of  htolth. 
2*  That  he  can  neither  write  nor  read  English,  and  therefore  declined 
further  acting ;  I  requested  him  to  go  through  with  the  present  busi- 
ness of  the  lists  of  waggons  and  expiditing  the  Waggons  order'd  out, 
&  then  to  go  to  CouncU  &  resign  his  Commission,  which  he  declined. 
I  have  therefore  requested  Coll.  Henry  Holler,  of  this  town,  to  un- 
dertake the  business  until  such  time  as  the  Hon^**  Council  shall 
think  proper  to  appoint  him  or  some  other  person  to  that  office,  that 
the  business  which  is  now  very  urgent  may  not  be  delayed,  which 
you  will  please  to  acquaint  Council  of  and  inform  me  of  their  deter- 
nation. 

The  new  regulation  of  our  CommissionerB  appointed  by  act  o£ 
Assembly  to  lay  in  Magazin^^,  &c.,  has  occstsioned  a  small  interrap- 
tion  of  loading  the  Waggons,  as  the  former  superintendants  haye 
refused  me  the  least  intelligence  of  the  loadings  they  informed  me 
was  provided ;  but  a  few  days  will  put  all  things  In  their  proper 
Channel  If  some  people  are  dissapointed.  I  have  frequent  occasions 
to  hire  express  &  a  horse  for  myself,  also  the  assistance  of  a  Clerk, 
which  will  be  absolutely  wanted,  especially  when  the  list  of  Waggons 
are  transmitted  to  me,  but  have  not  authority  from  the  Honbl.  Coun- 
cil nor  cash  to  pay  expresses,  &c. 

I  am, 
Sir, 
Your  very  Obedt.  Humbl.  Servt. 

JAS.  YOUNG,  W.  M.  Q. 

*  Se©  Colon.  Bee.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  428, 
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P.S.  3  O'clock  P.  M.  I  have  this  moment  an  express  from  Head    ^ 
Qoarters  respecting  the  yerj  great  distress  of  the  army  for  want  of 
Waggons  &  Forrage,  I  am  unhappy  till  they  are  supplied.     Pray 
forward  the  inclosed  by  express. 

Copy  from  Coll.  Lutterloh,  Vally  forge,  Feb.  20, 1778. 

Sir, 

I  received  this  morning  your  favour  &  acquainted  the  Hon'ble 
Committee  of  Congress  with  the  contents,  as  your  Waggons  come  in 
bat  slow  into  the  Camp,  and  our  distress  for  Waggons  is  very  great 
(as  yon  will  see  by  the  indosed  note,)  I  beg  you  will  loose  not  a 
momcnt^s  tim«  to  get  us  supplyed,  I  do  not  know  what  to  do.  In  the 
iMighboiirhood  of  the  Camp  aare  no  Waggons,  all  are  worn  out  and 
oor  own  Teams  cannot  go  along  being  so  worked  down.  I  beg  for 
God's' sake  you  will  assist  us,  and  let  them  bring  forrage  &  Commis- 
sary stores  as  I  mentioned  before.  You  must  send  Express  again 
and  hurry  them  on.  Tho'  the  letters  mentioned  80,  Teams  but  yet 
20  only  aniyed.  Consider  the  Distress  of  tho  army  and  loose  not  a 
ttoment  to  assist  the  Public  Service. 

I  am,  yours,  &c., 

LUTTERLOH.    i 

Send  the  order  back. 

The  Committee  ordered  me  to  send  this  express  and  request  this 
Exertion  of  you. 

Copy  of  the  order  above  mentioned^ 
frSir, 

Tou  are  hereby  authorised  by  order  of  his  Excellency  Qeneral 
Washington,  to  impress  any  number  of  Waggons  you  stand  in  need 
of  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Camp.  You  don't  say  what  number 
joa  expect  in  to-morrow.  General  Green  &  Coll.  Biddle  write,  that 
tbej  meet  with  the  greatest  difficulty  in  foraging  for  want  of  Wag- 
gons. The  General  begs  of  you  to  give  them  all  the  assistance  ^ou 
ean.  For  God's  sake,  my  dear  Sir,  exert  yourself  upon  this  occasion, 
oor  distress  is  infinite. 

Yours, 

A.  HAMILTON,  A.  J).  G. 

To  Coll.  Lntterloh. 

^  I  have  transcribed  the  above  Copys  that  you  maybe  a  bett^t 
judge  of  the  wants  of  the  army. 

Yours, 

J.  Y. 

JDirteied, 

To  Timothy  Matkck,  Esquire,  Secretary  to  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
TMia,  Lancaster. 

On  Public  service  J.  Young,  W.  M.  G. 
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President  op  CoNaRBSS  to  Presipent  Wharton,  1778. 

York  town,  21«*  Feb'ry,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  troubled  yonr  Exoellencj  with  a  Letter  on  the  10^  lust.,*  by  tbo 
hand  of  Mons'r  Dnbaysson,  &  on  the  19^,  bj  the  Eeverend  Doof 
Witherspoon,  I  received  a  packet  containing  six  Copies  of  Acts  of 
Congress,  of  the  5*^  &  6^  Inst,  for  establishing  divers  regulations  in 
the  Civil  &  Military  lines  oi  the  Army  &  for  appointing  Auditors  of 
Army  aeoounts,  &e.,  these  may  be  added  to  several  preceeding  dis- 
patches  which  I  have  had  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  TottrEjusel* 
lency  &  which  remain  unacknowledged. 

Youi^  Esoellenoy  will  be  pleased  to  receive  in  company  with  this, 
au  act  of  Congress  of  the  present  date,  eamestiy  recommending  to 
the  Bzeentive  Council  of  this  State  to  esert  the  whole  power  of  the 
State  to  relieve  the  Army  under  General  Washington,  now  reduced 
almost  to  the  very  last  extremity  from  a  want  of  provisions  of  Flesh 
&  Forage,  &  referring  to  a  letter  from  the  General  of  the  15^  Inst, 
to  Bob^  Hooper  &  others,  &  to  an  extract  of  a  Letter  from  M'  Dner 
to  Coll.  Lee  of  the  19^,  Copy  of  the  Said  Letter  together  with  the 
extract,  your  Excellency  will  find  with  the  other  paper. 

I  dare  not  insult  your  Excellency  &  the  Honorable  Council  by 
urging  that  not  a  moment  should  be  lost,  or,  that  on  your  exertions 
rest  the  safety  of  our  Union  &  Independency,  all  attempts  to  such 
incitements,  I  am  persuaded,  are  equally  unseasonable  &  unnecessary. 
I  have  therefore  only  to  conclude,  wishing  flucceas  to  your  Excel- 
lency's Orders  &  endeavours,  &  repeating  that  I  am,  . 

With  very  great  Eespect, 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  & 

Must  Humble  Servant 

HENRY  LAURENS, 
President  of  Congress. 

Directedf 

On  public  Service,  Henry  Laurens.  His  Excellency  Thomas 
Wharton,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of 
Pennsylvania,  at  Lancaster. 

*  See  pages  249,  276. 
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Col,  Waltbb  Stewart  to  Pbbsibbnt  Wharton,  1778. 

Camp,  Fob^  2l8t,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  am  much  oonoeni'd  to  Inform  your  ExoelleDcy  that  an  Express 
arrived  in  Camp  yesterday  afternoon,  with  the  disagreeable  n^ws  of 
I  party  of  Lieht  Horse  belonging  to  the  Enemy,  oonsisting  of  about 
Forty,  pushed  up  to  Newtown,  Bucks  County,  and  took  my  Major, 
with  a  small  party  of  men,  Prisoners,  and  all  the  ^loathing  I  had 
laid  up  there  for  my  Regiment.  My  hopes  of  getting  my  Eegiment 
genteeUy  and  well  doathed  this  campugne  are  vanish'd,  unless  your 
Excellency  &  the  Council  will  assist  me  in  it,  which  I  must  In  treat 
in  the  strongest  manner.  I  really  bop'd  sir,  my  own  activity  would 
have  saved  you  this  trouble,  but  'tis  my  misfortune  to  find  all  my 
good  mtentions  frustrated  by  thia  most  unlucky  blow.  My  poor 
fellows  are  in  a  most  deplorable  situation  at  present,  scarcely  a  shirt 
to  one  of  their  Backs,  &,  equally  distress'd  for  the  other  necessarys  ; 
bat  they  bear  it  patiently,  and  however  they  may  suffer  for  the 
want,  I  must  say,  I  would  rather  wait  a  few  weeks  until]  I  could 
get  all  their  doathing  together. 

I  now  send  Mr.  Howel  22  lb  Thread ;  57  Oroce  Coat,  &  42  Groee 
Test  Buttons;  S26I  yards  Towlinm;  7  p'es  Shallopn,  &  4  p'ea 
blae  Broad  cloth,  Cont'g,  63}  yards  ^trimmings  I  was  sending  to 
New  town  for  the  Cloths)  ]  these  thinga  I  must  request  he  will 
make  the  best  use  of  in  his  power  for  my  men }  they  are  sufficient 
for  the  trimmiug  of  300  suits  .cloathee,  which  I  could  wish  to  be 
Une  and  red  if  possible,  as  I  know  White  cannot  now  be  obtained. 

As  I  write  Mr.  Howel  oil  the  subject,  I  shall  not  trouble  youc 
Excellency  farther,  well  knowing  every  exertion  is  now  making  uso 
of  by  the  Council  to  have  their  Troops  well  doathed. 

I  am  with  great  respect 

and  Bsteem,  your 

Excellency 8  most 

obed't  bubble  sorv't, 

WALTER  STEWART, 
Col.  18th  P.  Beg't. 

New  town  ia  24  miles  from  Philad'a,  and  the  Militia  are  posted 
at  Bustle  Town,  which  makes  this  a  most  daring  attempt  on  their 
>ide,  and  an  unfortunate  one  on  mine. 

W.  S. 
-Wreceed, 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Junr.;  Esqr.,  at  Lancaster 
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Resolution  of  Congrbss,  1778. 

In  CongresB;  2l8t  Feb,  1778. 

A  leHer  from  general  Wasbingion  to  Robert  L.  Hooper,  Natbaniel 
Falconer,  &  Jonathan  Mifflin,  was  laid  before  Gongreaa  &  read,  also 
an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mf .  Dner  to  Mr.  Lee*  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  same  be  sent  by  express  to  tiia  ex- 
ecutive council  of  Fennsjlyania,  &  that  it  be  most  earnestly  reoom* 
mended  to  them  to  exert  the  whole  powers  of  the  State  in  providing 
&  forwarding  to  the  army,  by  every  possible  mesne,  snppliea  of 
provisions,  especially  of  the  meat  kind,  k  forage,  with  the  ntmosi 
dispatch. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seer 


William  Russbl  to  Board  of  War,  1778. 

To  the  Honourable  Board  of  War,  at  York  Town,  Feb'y  2l8t,  1778. 

The  Petition  of  William  Russel,  Ensign  in  Cap^  Butler's  Gom« 
pany,  the  third  Pennsylvania  Regiment, 

Most  humbly  sheweth : 

That  your  Petitioner  was  one  of  the  first  that  entered  into  the 
Continental  Service  at  the  beginning  of  the  War,  in  which  he  conti- 
nued untill  he  was  wounded  in  the  Battle  at  Brandywine,  where  be 
lost  his  Legg.  That  some  time  after  the  Petitioner's  Brother  Offi« 
cers  were  promoted,  according  to  their  several  Ranks,  yoar  Petit'  at 
the  same  time  having  been  in  the  Hospital  and  omitted  in  the  pro- 
motion. That  your  Petitioner  most  humbly  conceives  himself  enti- 
tled to  the  Rank  of  Lieutenant. 

Your  Petitioner  therefore  humbly  Prays  your  Honours  to  take 
his  case  into  consideration,  and  to  allow  him  Lieutenants  Pay. 

And  your  Petit' r,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  pray,  &c. 

WM.  RUSSEL. 

*  See  page  276. 
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« 

Geh.  BoBEBPJAu  TO  Frbs.  Whabton,  1778. 

York  Town,  Feb'j  23d,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  papers  by  you  transmitted  to  the  Board  of  War  were  refered 
to  Congress,  read  and  oommitted  to  be  returned ;  acoordingly  1  do 
myself  the  honor  of  handing  them  to  you,  and  hope  the  violators  of 
the  Laws  of  the  State  will  be  brought  to  condign  punishment.  I  am 
with  respectful  Stftlutationa  to  the  Hon^'*  Council, 

Sir,  y  most  pb' 

&  very  hamb.  Serv^ 

DANIEL  ROBERDEAU. 

Directed* 

To  Thomas  Wharton,  jun^,  Esq*".,  President  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sjlvania,  Lancaster. 


Lkttbr  (Copy.)    Capt.  Edwd  Scull  &c.,  to  General 

Washington,  1778. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Inclosed  we  send  you  a  Copy  of  the  instructions  we  received  from 
tbe  Executive  Council  for  the  recruiting  Service,  and  beg  leave  to 
remark  the  Grievance  they  labour  under  in  the  sum  allowed  us  for  that 
Service  being  nothing  equal  to  the  expence  which  must  necessarily 
Mcrue. 

The  legislative  Body  are  to  meet  in  a  few  days,  unttll  that  time 
we  shall  proceed  in  our  duty  and  then  intend  remonstrating  them  on 
the  occasion. 

We  would  beg  your  Excellency  to  order  us  how  to  proceed  in 
Case  our  Greivance  should  not  be  redressed  as  it  is  impossible,  we 
can  subsist  ourselves  on  so  trifling  an  allowance. 

Ool.  Stewart  will  be  able  to  give  your  Excellency  a  State  of  the 
natter* 

EDWARD  SCULL,  Cap'  4th  P.  Reg«. 

ALX.  PATTERSON,  Cap*  12th  P.  Reg*. 

WM.  WILSON,  Cap*  Ist  P.  Reg*. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  officers  from  tho  State  of  Pennsylvania 
ordered  on  the  recruiting  Service.* 

(Copy.)     ^ 
«  Seepage  280. 
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Gek.  WASHinaTOK,  Febt  28, 1778. 

Head  Qoarters  Valley  Forge^  23d  Feb  1778. 
Qentlemciiy 

I  reed  joars  of  the  18tli*  from  Lancaster,  in  behalf  of  yourselves 
and  others  appointed  to  superintend  the  recraiting  Service. 

If  upon  the  representation  which  you  intend  to  make  to  the 
Assembly  when  they  meet,  you  do  not  get  such  an  allowance  as  will 
defray  your  necessary  Expences,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  you  will 
continue  upon  a  service,  by  which  you  will  be  losers.  The  Bounty 
of  eight  dollars  for  each  Recruit  would  !n  my  opinion  be  fully  suffi- 
cient if  there  was  any  chance  of  the  Business  going  on  with  success. 
But  I  fear  it  will  not  upon  the  terms  held  forth  by  the  State* 

I  am  Oent" 

Y'  most  ob*  Serv* 

G»  WASHINGTON. 

Direcledf 

On  public  Service. 

To  Captains  Scull,  Patterson  and  Wilson,  at  Lancaster. 


Col.  J,  Morgan  to  President  Wharton,  1778. 

Reading,  Pebmary  23*,  1778. 
Sir, 

There  are  several  Accounts  in  Berks  County  unpaid.  The  peopls 
Complain  for  want  of  Payment. 

First.  The  Militia  officers  whose  toun  were  not  to  go  to  Camp 
with  the  different  Classes  of  their  Companies,  Lost  many  days  in 
Summoning  and  Collecting  their  men,  and  bringing  them  to  the 
place  of  General  Rendezvous. 

Second.  In  June  last  there  were  a  number  of  Militia  Collected 
by  order  of  his  Excellency  the  President,  and  not  being  wanted 
were  after  several  days  dismist. 

Third.  How  the  Waggons  that  transported  the  baggage  of  the 
Militia  to  Camp  are  to  be  paid  ? 

Fourth.  What  Wages  Should  be  allowed  to  the  Almoners  for 
their  receiving  and  paying  monies  to  the  poor  Militia  Families  f 

Fifth.  The  Militia  in  General  Complain  for  want  of  payment^  and 

^Sce  the  preceediDg 
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lome  of  then  Tefoae  to  deUvcr  up  their  Atoib,  AQeoatrementa  aad 
Bitnkets  nntiU  they  leedie  their  monthly  Wages. 

These  are  Qaeries  which  I  should  be  glad  your  Ezoellency  would 
take  notice  of^  and  ^ire  anch  direction  as  you  may  think  proper^  aa 
I  coDoeiTe  the  militia  Law  ts  Silent  in  reepect  to  them. 

I  am  with  great  respect, 

^ouT  most  obedieni 

Hnmble  Serrant, 

JACOB  MORGAN,  L.  B.  0. 

Direekd, 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq. 


Answer.     (Indorsed.) 

Ist  The  lientettants  are  to  pay  for  snob  seryices  as  hath  been 
performed  by  any  officer  who  has  been  ordered  to  assist  the  Lieute- 
nant according  to  law.    See  law  passed  30  Dec,  1777. 

2nd.  Militia  ordered  into  service  at  any  time  are  to  be  paid  for 
die  time  vliich  they  shall  have  served. 

3rd.  Waggon  hire  is  to  be  paid  by  the  Quarter  Master  Gen^  or 
lus  Beputy . 

4th.  There  seems  to  be  no  distinction  on  this  head  in  the  law,  and 
therefore  it  seems  reasonable  that  the  Lieutenant  should  allow  such 
modeiate  pay  as  may  be  adequaie  to  his  time  &  trouble. 

5.  The  arms  of  the  Militia  must  be  immediately  returned.  Their 
pty  will  be  provided  for  aa  soon  as  posssble. 

T.  M.,  Sec'y. 

Laneaaier,  Feb'y  26, 1778. 


Jauxs  YouNa  xo  Sacextaky  Matlack,  1778. 

Reading  28*  Feb'',  1778. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  represent  to  the  Hon**«  Council  the  difficulties  I 
tteet  with  in  assisting  the  army  with  Waggons  as  I  wish  to  do  in 
this  their  Want.  On  the  18^"  Ins^  Col*  Jonathan  Mifflin,  one  of 
the  Superintendents  appointed  by  the  Board  of  War  to  lay  up  the 
Usgasines,  applyed  to  me  that  as  the  Waggons  of  this  County  did 
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Bot  come  in  so  quick  as  vas  necessary  to  sapply  the  annj,  &  tkat 
they,  the  superintendantS;  had  provided  loading  for  fifty  Wsggoos, 
&  therefore  requested  a  number  should  be  immediately  impressed, 
I  direcUy  applyed  to  Henry  Crest,  Esq',  for  a  press  Warrant  for 
twenty  Waggons  nearest  this  town.  On  the  20^  a  Numbtf  of 
them  were  brought  here;  I  order'd  the  Wageoners  to  apply  to  Col^ 
Mifflin  for  their  ^loading.  He  wrote  me  that  he  had  the  night 
before  received  a  letter  from  Qen^  Gates  informing  him  that  the 
Congress  had  resolved  that  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the 
Assembly  of  this  State  were  sufficient  to  lay  up  the  Magazines  to  be 
formed  on  the  East  side  of  Susquehanna,  &  that  the  superiutendants 
be  directed  to  act  no  longer ;  he  would  therefore  transfer  the  bosr- 
ness  over  to  Mess"  Lesher  &  Eokert,  &  that  I  would  please  to  order 
the  Teams  impressed  by  M'  Crest's  Warrant  as  I  should  think  pro- 
per, as  he  could  take  no  further  direction  in  the  matter.  I  then 
requested  M'  Reed,  W.  M.,&  M'  Lesher,  one  of  the  CommisBioners, 
to  Wait  on  CoU^  Mifflin  &  request  he  would  inform  them  where  the 
loadings  were  that  was  provided  for  those  Waggons ;  they  returned 
to  me  ft  told  me  the  only  answer  he  was  pleased  to  give  them  was 
that  he  had  no  further  to  do  with  the  Matter. 

So  oiroumstanoed  I  was  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  to  order 
the  impressed  Waggons  to  be  discharged,  and  wait  until  the  Com- 
missioners should  receive  their  instructions,  and  the  Waggons 
ordered  out  by  Iaw  should  come  in.  The  Resignation  of  M'  Reed,* 
W.  M.,  has  also  impeded  the  service ;  one  of  his^depnties  Just  now 
informs  me  that  the  Waggoners  in  Heidleberff  township,  order'd  out 
according  to  order  of  Council,  refuse  to  go :  I  have  therefore  directed 
him  to  Uke  out  press  Warrants.  These  Cirottmstances  eztreamly 
retard  the  service  on  this  pressing  occasion. 

I  am 

with  great  Respect  Sir, 

your  very  Humble  Serv^i 

JAS.  YOUNGt 

P.  S.  Be  kind  enough  to  send  me  a  few  Copys  of  the  Waggon 
Law.    I  have  received  your  favour  of  the  20th  Inst. 

Direeiedf 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq',  Secretary  to  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Lancaster. 

On  Public  Service. 

Favoured  p'  the  Hon"*  Jacob  Morgan,  Jun',  Esq'. 

*  Col.  Rec.y  Vol.  XI.,  p.  428.  f  See  page  282. 
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Gbkbral  Washington  to  Pbbsidbnt  Wharton,  1778. 

Head  Qaarten,  Valley  Forge,  23d  Feb'j,  1778. 

Br, 

I  haTe  the  honor  of  yours  of  the  17th  inst.*  The  miUtia  from 
ihe  Westward,  who  had  been  detained  by  the  badness  of  the  weather, 
Ittve  arrived  at  GenL  Laoey's  Camp,  and  those  from  Northiudpton 
haye,  I  hope^  oome  in  by  this  time.  Their  presence  had  beeome 
exceedingly  necessary,  as  the  insolence  of  the  disaffected  in  Phila- 
delphia and  Bocks  Counties  had  arisen  to  a  very  alarming  Height. 
Iliey  have  seized  and  carried  off  a  number  of  reqieotable  iimabitants 
in  those  Counties,  and  such  officers  of  the  Army  as  fSoll  in  their  way, 
among  others,  Mijor  Murray,  of  therlSth  Pennsylvania  Begiment, 
who  was  at  Newtown  with  his  family.  What  adds  to  the  misfortune 
18,  that  they  carried  off  near  2000  y**  of  Cloth  which  had  beeif  col- 
lected in  die  County,  and  was  making  up  for  the  Regiment  In 
the  last  Paragraph  of  your  letter  you  say  that  the  Cloathing  coming 
to  Camp  is  for  the  8',  6*^,  9'^,  and  12^  Regiments^f  as  you  ex- 
pected that  the  18^  would  be  otherwise  supplied.  You  probably 
bad  the  Cloth  in  Newtown  in  View  when  you  wrote,  but  that  being 
lost,  you  will  undoubtedly  make  proper  provision  for  that  Regiment. 

I  am  ezceedingly/orry  to  bear  that  a  difference  between  the  Officers 
and  Hen  of  the  Continental  Troops  and  those  of  tha  Militia  should 
damp  the  exertions  of  the  latter.  It  has  been  my  constant  endeavour, 
nnee  I  have  had  the  honor  to  command  the  Forces  of  the  United 
States,  to  prevent  all  animosities  and  Jealousies  between  the  Troops 
of  different  States,  whether  Regular  or  Militia,  by  exercising  the 
most  impartial  line  of  conduct  towards  all.  I  very  well  know  that 
exoept  there  is  a  mutual  Confidence  and  good  understanding  between 
tU  tae  component  parts  of  an  army,  that  the  Service  must  be  mani- 
festly injured,  and  therefore  you  may  depend  that  I  will  take  par- 
tieular  care  when  the  Army  takes  the  Field  in  the  Spring,  and  when 
we  shall  more  than  probable  be  obliged  to  call  upon  the  Militia  to 
tot  in  conjunction  with  us,  to  endeavour  to  remove  the  causes  of 
eomnUunt 

I  nope  the  unhappy  dispute  that  arose  at  the  Sign  of  the  Com- 
pass, between  a  few  Officers  of  the  Continental  Army  and  the  Militia, 
will  rather  be  looked  upon  as  an  accidental  matter,  than  as  the  effect 
of  a  general  and  fixed  hatred  between  those  two  Bodies  of  Men  em- 
bark^ in  the  same  Cause,  and  who  ought  to  afford  a^matual  support 
to  each  other,  and  to  turn  their  Arms  against  the  common  Enemy, 
rather  than  upon  one  another.    I  also  hope  that  all  prejudice  upon 

*  See  page  274. 

t  Sco  Colon.  Rcc,  Vol.  XL,  p.  413. 
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the  part  of  the  Oonntrj  may  be  laid  aside  upon  this  oecasioDi  and 
the  meet  impartial  enquiry  made  into  this  matter. 

Inclosed  yon  have  a  Copy  of  a  representation  sent  to  me  by  Cap- 
tains Scnll,  Patterson,  &  Wilson^*  in  behalf  of  themselres  and  the 
offioers  sent  to  soperintend  the  recraiting  Serviee.  As  they  mean 
to  address  the  legislature  upon  the  same  subject,  I  take  it  for  granted 
that  they  will  explain  themselyes  more  fully,  and  point  out  the 
rtaaotts  for  demanding  a  greater  Sum  than  allowed  in  the  reoruiting 
instmetions.  As  the  ezpenee  of  riding  about  the  Country  at  this 
time  is  very  heavy  and  oertain,  and  the  chance  of  procuring  Recraits 
TBvy  unoertnin,  perhaps  they  may  think  a  reasoiable  allowaace  ^ 
day  a  more  equitable  mode. 

I  shall  have  another  officer  appointed  in  the  room  of  Lieu*  Ham- 
mond, and  four  more  for  the  County  of  Phitada.,  and  two  for  the 
County  of  Bucks.  The  blank  Instmetions  shall  be  property  filled 
up  for  them. 

^  I  laye  the  Honor  to  be 

Sir, 

yoisgr  most  ob  Serv^f 


Council  to  J.  B.  Smith,  1778. 

In  Council,  Lancaster,  Feb'y  23, 1778. 
Sir, 

The  (General  Assembly  of  representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  have  requested  to  be  furnished  with  the  fol- 
lowing  papers,  via*.  J 

The  instruiBtions  of  the  Beard  of  War  to  their  Superintendanti  of 
Provisions. 

The  Plan  laid  down  by  the  Superintendents  for  the  purchase,  &o. 
of  Provisions. 

The  Instructions  for  the  Millers,  dated  11  Jan'y,  1778. 

A  Letter  Arom  the  Superintendants  to  the  Board  of  War,  dated 
Feb'yll,  1778. 

A  Letter  dated  Feb'y  12, 1778,  signed  R.  L.  Hooper,  Deputy  Q* 
M'  General,  to  the  Purchasers  under  the  Superintendants. 

We  therefore  request  that  you  will  procure  copies  of  them,  and 
forward  them  to  Council  as  early  as  possible,  by  express,  if  no  im- 


»  8eepAg6  287. 
Not  signed,  bot  in  the  handwriting  of  bis  other  letters  which  are. 
See  Colon.  Eec,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  426. 
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aediftie  mArxjfp^ieiamtf  shall  oflhr.  Those  papsn  are  of  great  im- 
porfeanoe  to  the  State,  and  might  be  fnmiehed  without  a  moaeat's 
delay.* 

To  the  Hon'ble  J.  B.  Smith,  Esqr. 


> 


Majob  Gen.  John  Armstrong  to  Pres.  Wharton,  1778. 

York  Town,  28d  Feb'y,  1778. 
Sir, 

As  at  present  {here  appears  to  be  a  Scaroitj  of  the  important  ar- 
ticle of  Lead,  and  if  s  certain  a  Mr.  Harman  Husbands,  now  a 
nanaber  of  AsaemUj  for  our  State,  has  some  knowledge  of  a  Lead 
Mine,  sitoate  in  a  eertain  Traot  of  Land  not  &r  from  Franks  Town, 
formerly  aorvejed  for  the  nse  of  the  Proprietaiy  Family. 

Ccenmral  Gates,  Plresides^  of  the  Board  of  War,  having  signified 
his  earnest  demre  to  see  &  oonTerse  wiUi  Mr.  Husbands  on  tiM  sub« 
jest  of  the  Mine,  and  being  greatly  hurried  with  business^  I  have  at 
his  instane9  nndertaken  the  present  line,  that  you  wou'd  please  to 
Bse  T'  influenee  with  the  House  of  Ammbly,  and  with  Mr.  Hns* 
bands,  that  he,  as  floen  as  possible,  may  be  infixed  to  ooasult  with 
the  Board  of  War,  on  the  best  measures  for  making  a  tryal  of  & 
deriTing  an  earl^  supply  from  that  source. 

The  General  is  of  Opinion  with  me,  that  the  Mine  ought  or  may 
at  least  for  the  present  be  seized  by,  and  belong  to  the  State,  and 
that  private  persons  who  without  right  may  have  sat  down  on  that 
reserved  Trao^  ahou'd  neither  prevent  the  praeent  nse  of  the  Lead, 
nor  be  admitted  to  make  a  monopoly  of  the  Mine.  I'm  of  opinion 
that  a  few  faithful  Labourers  may  be  sufficient  to  make  the  experi- 
ment, and  that  the  Lieut,  of  the  Countv,  or  some  other  good  MaB| 
may  he  serviceable  in  introduceing  the  business. 

I  cannot  doubt  the  Compliance  of  the  honorable  Assembly  & 
CouDciL 

And  ami  Sir,  with  great  respect, 

Yr  Exoelleacys  most 

Oboi^  humb'  Serv*. 

JOHN  AKMBTRONG. 

P.  8.  It  may  not  be  improper  that  a  Sumary  consideration  be  first 
taken  whether  the  State  will  make  the  effort  above,  <Mr  leaTC  it  to 
tiM  Condnot  of  the  Boaid  q€  War,  that  at  any  rate  the  Salutary 

*  See  answer  with  the  papers,  Feb.  26,  p.  808. 
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effeotSy  if  any,  mftv  be  gun'i  to  the  paUiok.  The  Water  Carriage 
is  a  ffreat  thing^-^aerj,  whether  the  Oar  aboard  be  ran  into  port- 
able bars  at  the  Bank|  or  at  Middleton  7 

J.  A. 

JHrected, 

'  On  the  Public  Seryice,  His  Ezcellencj  Thomas  Wharton^  Eaqr-j 
President  of  the  State  of  Pennl%  Lancaster. 


Circular  of  Council  to  Comm'rs,  1778. 

In  Council; 

Lancaster,  Feb'j  24, 1778. 

Sir, 

The  most  pressing  applications  are  hourly  made  to  Council  for  a 
Supply  of  Provisions  for  the  army.  Ton  are  thevefore  hereby  stnot- 
ly  charged  and  enjoined  to  exert  every  power  you  possess,  to  pro- 
cure supplies  as  fast  as  possible.  7oa  are  not  to  regard  any  iwders  that 
may  be  given  to  you  by  any  persons  whatsoever  contrary  hereto,  and 
you  are  to  forward  to  Camp,  with  «11  possible  expedition,  all  the 
neat  Cattle,  Swine,  Beef,  Pork  &  forage  you  can  proonre.  Ton  are 
also  hereby  empowered  to  hire  such  assistants  as  yon  may  ind  ne- 
cessary for  this  purpose,  as  the  present  occasion  is  extremely  urgent 

To  the  Commissionen. 


Arch'b  M'Clxah  w  Pbbsidxnt  WhartoVi  1778^ 

York,  PebniMy  24th,  1778. 
Kay  it  please  Tour  Excellency, 

I  have  the  Pleasure  to  inform  the  Council,  That  we  have  at  length 
been  enabled  to  open  and  hold  a  Court  of  General  Quarter  Sessions 
of  the  Peace  and  of  the  Common  Pleas  at  this  place,  Notwithstand- 
ing the  long  Backwardness  of  a  great  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
this  County  to  lend  their  Aid,  or  yield  their  concurring  Counte- 
nance to  the  producing  such  an  Bvent;  And  I  do  with  pleasure  in- 
form you.  That  we  had  a  Respectable  Bench  of  Justioesy  and  also 
able  and  Beputable  Juries,  both  Grand  and  Petit. 

The  Season  of  the  Court  being  very  Bigorous,  and  the  Difficulty 
of  having  Accommodations  for  People  from  the  Country,  pre- 
vented a  Considerable  Number  of  the  Pablick  House  keepers  from 
applying,  but  I  have  assurances  from  divers,  That  they  will  apply  al 
what  is  called  the  Constables  Court. 
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Herewith  I  liave  tnmraiitted  the  Reeommendatione  of  ihoee  who 
baye  applied  and  have  been  ReoomBieiided,  exoepting  some  who  ap* 
plied  onl  J  for  PenniU  for  liberty  to  Sell  Beer  and  Cyder,  which  are 
act  made  out  I  wonld  aoqnsiot  the  Coandl)  That  as  the  Petition- 
en  oonld  not  be  aooommodated  in  Town^  after  deliTeriog  their  eeye* 
rd  Petittons,  they  returned  immediately  home,  whioh  prevented  me 
from  having  the  Opportonity  of  taking  their  Bespeotive  Bonds,  &c*. 
For  whioh  I  hare  appointed  them  to  come  in  at  the  Twenty  fifth  of 
Next-month,  and  then  give  Bond  and  Beoeive  their  Lioenoes. 

Whereupon  if  Council  See  Cause  to  Send  unto  me  a  Sufficient 
Number  of  Licenoee  in  Blanks,  I  will  fill  them  up  as  called  for,  and 
take  the  req[uiBite  Security  and  Collect  the  Fees  to  Government,  as 
Speedily  as  the  present  State  of  Affairs  will  admit  of.  I  would  also 
beg  of  Council  to  be  instructed  in  the  Mode  of  Procedure  adopted 
in  Lanetster  County,  in  Regard  to  grantiuff  Permits  under  the  Law 
to  prevent  Fore-Stalling  and  Begratiog,  dbo  the  Fofm  of  the  said 
Permits. 

I  am,  may  it  please  Your  Excellency, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

ARCH'D  JrCLEAN. 

P.  S.  As  before  hinted,  I  expect  a  Number  of  Persons  more  will 
petition  Shortly,  therefore  Bequest  that  an  Extra  Number  of  Blanks 
may  be  Sent  over. 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun'.,  Esquire,  President  of 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  at  Lancaster. 

Favoured  by  Michael  Hahn,  Esq'. 


Qen.  Bobbrpsau  to  Assembly,  1778. 

York  Town,  Feb'y  21st,  1778. 

I  have  the  honor  to  address  my  Constituents,  the  Reptesentatives 
of  this  State  now  assembled,  on  Subjects  the  most  distressing  and 
tlarming,  the  deficiencies  in  the  Commissaries  and  Quartermasters 
departmeuts,  which  threaten  the  dispersion  of  our  Army  and  all  the 
liorrid  train  of  Evils  ^nsequent  to  this  State  more  immediately, 
■nd  to  the  common  cause  more  general  in  its  baneful  influence. 
The  Letters  and  resolves  of  Congress  ordered  to  be  forwarded,  makes 
i  particular  discant  on  the  distresses  of  our  army  unnecessanr  from 
ne.  I  have  only  to  assure  the  Hon'ble  House  that  under  Gfod  the 
Balvation  of  our  Cause  now  depends  on  you;  as  from  your  Situation 
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timelj  sopplies  of  pnmnoitti  especUly  meM,  ot  forage  and  Wag- 
gcma^  a&d  immediate  oonTeyance  oan  only  be  expecied,  and  withoat 
the  moetvigoiona  exertions  yon  may  depeud  the  army  will  diaperBe^ 
Bothins  bat  indispensable  duty  voold  ezt(^  a  Seoret  which  might,  bj 
being  uvnlged,  proTe  rainoiui ;  therefore  what  is  my  dnty^  is  eqimllj 
the  daty  of  your  Hon'ble  Hooee,  now  the  fact  is  disclosed,  to  impeee 
the  most  enviolable  restraint  on  yonrselyes,  that  onr  Enemies  may  not 
triumph  in  our  Diserace.  Congress  will  begmdge  no  expenoe  attend- 
ing the  execution  of  year  orders,  in  dependence  on  which  is  now  the 
whole  trust  id  Congress  for  an  immediate  supply,  or  in  other  words, 
for  preventing  the  most  direful  distress.  It  would  be  impertinent 
in  me  to  attempt  to  enforce  a  Subject  so  important  on  your  Hon'Me 
House.  Congress  have  dii^laced  Offioen  who  infringed  the  Law  of 
the  State  respecting  the  prices  of  Articles;  to  this  Enemies  will 
attribute  the  Evils  we  should  deprecate,  but  our  cause  does  not  de« 
pend  on  the  vreak  efforts  of  a  few  individuals,  mueh  less  on  any  rest- 
less spirits  among  us  who  probably,  in  the  Struggle,  mean  to  overact 
the  fre^om  of  this  State.  Your  endeavours/Ttrust;  will  be  suc- 
ceeded. 

I  am  most  respectfully^  Sir, 

Y'  most  ob^  &  very  humb.  Servt. 

DAN'L  SOBEBDEAU.^ 

P.  S.  A  moments  delay  may  be  our  ruin,  which  must  apologixo 
for  my  hasty  scrawl^  which  I  have  not  time  to  copy  or  correct. 

Directed, 

The  Hon'ble  James  M'Lene,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Bepresen- 
tatives  of  the  Province  of  Pennsilvania;  at  Lancaster. 


David  Forst  io  Sko'ry  Matlack,  1778, 

Camp  Cross  Roads,  Feb.  24^  1778. 
Hon*  Sir, 

I  have  sent  you,  according  to  Order,  a  Return  of  the  Pennsylva* 
nia  Militia  now  under  the  Command  of  Brigadier  General  Iiaoey, 
and  the  times  when  Entered,  and  by  whom  Commanded,  from  eaeh 
County  Separate ;  the  Northampton  County  Jtfilitia  is  not  Gome  yet 
to  Camp,  there  is  two  or  three  Companies  of  York  County  Men 
coming  on  this  way,  and  Expect  them  here  to  JDay  or  to  morrow. 

I  remain  your  fiumb^  Serv^ 

DAVDD  FOBST. 
To  Timothy  Matlackf  Esq. 

"  *Bwi'd  and  read  ia  Ass'y,  Feb.  24, 1778^  p.  m.'* 
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PeBSIDBNT  07    COKaRBSS    TO   PfiBSIDBNT   WhA&TOH,  1778. 

York  Town,  24«'  Feb'y,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  bonor  of  writing  to  Tour  Ezoelknoy  the  21'*.'^ 
Yesterday,  M^  Joaepk  Simons,  of  Lancaster,  addroaaed  Congrett 
with  a  Letter-^whieh  Your  Excellency  will  find  inelosed-^meaning, 
as  he  has  explained,  to  obtain  permissioB  for  going  within  the  En- 
emy's Lines,  in  order  to  account  with  M'  Franks.  Oongress  judged 
it  best  to  refer  this  appUoation,  for  determination,  to  the  Supreme 
Council  of  the  State;  Hence  Your  Excellency  receives  the  present 
trouble. 

I  am,  with  great  Begaid 

&  Bespeet,  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's 

Most  Humble  Servant, 

HENRY  LAUBENS. 
President  Gt  Congress. 
Directed^ 
On  Publie  Service,  Henry  Laurens. 

His  Excelleney,  Thomas  Wharton,  Bsquire,  President  of  the 
Supremo  Executive  GonncU  of  Pennsylvania,  &c.,  &o.,  Lancaster. 


Sbcrbtart  Matlack  to  Dblbgatbs  pr  Ookgrbss,  1778. 

Lancaster,  February  25%  1778. 
ffir, 

•  This  morning  I  received  a  letter  from  James  Youuff,  Esquire, 
wagflon  master  General  of  this  state,  and  laid  it  before  Council.    I 
am  direeted  bv  them  to  send  you  the  following  extract  of  it,  which 
I  suppose  will  need  no  comment,  vis* : 
See  his  ktter  of  the  23'  instantf 

JXrecUdf 

To  the  honble.,  the  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Congress,  and 
his  ExoeUency,  General  Washington. 

*  See  page  264.  f  ^^  PH^  ^^' 
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^  John  Thompson  to  Col.  Clement  Biddlb,  1778. 

Bodw  Ominty,  Feb.  26*.  1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  Ai>poiated  aaristant  waggon  raasten  ia  eaeh  BatiallUm  Dig- 
tncfc,  aoeordiag  tp  the  aoft  of  Qeneral  aMembly,  which  ia  five.  In 
oar  County,  cmejwaiggoD  maaler  ia  Imploj'd  to  renoviag  militia 
ftwe  from  Allea  town  k>  Camp  j  two  other  waggon  maaters  is  Inn 
plaj'd  in  removing  flour  from  the  Mills,  Implcyrd^  Colonel  Blaine 
to  wind  Wheat  ftnr  the  use  of  the  Army,  near  the  enemy's  linee,  and 
Pork  from  Coryall  ferry  to  Camp.  The  other  two  waggon  maaters 
are  so  Low  down  in  the  Connty  that  they  Dare  not  to  aot  in  that 
BepecUnent ;  nor  hardly  any  malitia  man  Dave  to  atay  at  bia  own 
hease.  Aa  to  Sending  wagons  to  Camp  at  thia  time,  it  ia  not  in 
my  Power,  aa  all  that  Can  pe  rais^  are  not  avfficient  to  fem0Te  the 
floor  and  Pork  to  Camp  in  Dae  time. 

I  am  your  obt. 

Hvmble  Servant, 

JOHN  THOMPSON, 

W.  M.  for  B.  C- 

To  Colonel  Clement  Biddle,  Esq%  these 

^  favour  of        1 
Mr.  Joeeph  Skavim.  J 


BB8(»4UTioir  of  Conqrbss,  1778. 

In  Congress,  26«  Peb^,  1778. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  Congress  by  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  gen- 
«nl  Washington  to  general  Howe,  of  the  10^^  of  this  month,  that  he 
h«  consent^  to  the  proposition  of  General  Howe  to  the  following 
effect :  "  That  an  exchange  of  all  prisoners  now  in  our  possession, 
officer  for  officer,  soldier  for  soldier,  &  citizen  for  cidsen,  so  far  aa 
nmnber  &  rank  will  apply,  be  carried  into  ezecntion  as  ezpeditionsly 
IS  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit,  &  without  regvrd  to  any  oontrc* 
verted  pointi  which  mi^t  prove  an  iinpediment  to  so  desirable  an. 

Ajod  Whereas  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  19^  December 
w,  a  releaae  of  priaonen  in  the  power  of  these  States  oannpt  take 
piM  befm  the  aeeout  of  all  promons  &  other  necesfiariea  whi<4i 
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have  been  supplied  by  the  public  to  sach  prisoners  are  liquidated  t 
discharged ; 

And  Whereas  it  is  the  wish  of  Congress  to  accomplish  the  derira- 
rable  pmrpose  of  ezohan^ng  the  prisoners  without  unnecessary  delay ; 

Resolved,  That  an  express  be  sent  to  the  several  legislatures,  or 
supreme  executive  authorities  of  the  several  States,  for  such  accounts 
of  money,  provisions,  &  other  necessaries,  which  they  have  supplied 
to  prisoners  taken  by  the  United  States  since  the  couHnenoement  of 
the  war,  as  have  not  been  already  transmitted  to  Congress ;  that 
they  be  requested  to  make  up  the  said  accounts  to  the  first  day  of 
March  next,  &  transmit  them  aa  speedily  as  possible  to  the  commis- 
sioners of  claims  at  the  board  of  treasury :  That  the  accounts  of  esoh 
State  from  New-Hampebire  to  Virginia  inclusively,  be  sent  to  tbo 
said  commissioners  on  or  before  the  15^  day  of  April  next,  &  of  the 
other  States  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June  next ;  ft  that  the 
respective  States  sustain  the  losses  which  may  arise  from  detaiaisg 
suoii  accounts  longer  than  the  time  herein  allowed  them  for  render- 
ing the  same. 

Resolved,  That  all  officers  in  the  department  of  the  quarter-master, 
paymaster,  &  cloathier  general,  &  commissaries  of  provisions  &  pris- 
oners, the  commissioDers  of  accounts,  &  other  officers  who  may  have 
accounts  or  charges  of  money,  provisions,  or  other  necessaries  in 
their  respective  offices,  for  supplies  furnished  the  said  prisoners,  be 
directed  to  send  such  accounts  to  the  joommissioners  of  claims  at  the 
board  of  treasury,  on  or  before  the  15<*  day  of  April  next,  &  that 
they  respectively  sustain  the  losses  that  may  arise  from  a  neglect 
hereof : 

That  the  commissioners  of  claims  be  directed  to  prepare  the  said 
accounts  for  adjustment  without  delay ;  &  that  no  exchange  of  pris- 
oners be  made,  until  the  ballance  due  thereon  to  the  United  States 
is.  discharged. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Resolittions  of  Congress,  1778. 

In  Congress,  Feb'y  26*S  1778. 

Whereas  the  well-bnuff  ft  safety  of  these  States  raquire  that 
a  powerful  army  be  early  brought'into  the  field  effectually  to  oppose 
&  defeat  the  public  enemies  thereof;  and  whereas  by  the  aotaal 
invasion  of  some  of  the  said  States,  and  the  local  circumstanees  of 
others,  it  would  be  inexpedient  and  unreasonable  to  draw  forth 'from - 
all  of  them  their  full  proportion  of  the  continental   batallieitf 


8 

Pennsylvania^ 

10 

15 

Delaware, 

1 

I 

Maryland,  inclading  the  ) 
Gennan  Batallions^       ) 

8 

X 

8 

Virginia, 

15 

5 

N.  Carolina, 

9 

4 

, 
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aeooidiiig  to  the  eatabliahmeiit  heretofore  settled  and  apportioned  in 
Congress: 

Besolved, 

That  the  several  States  hereafter  named  be  required  forthwith  to 
fill  np  by  drafts  from  their  militia,  or  in  any  other  way  that  shall 
be  effectnal,  their  respective  batallions  of  continental  troops,  accord- 
iog  to  the  following  arrangement,  viz  : 

New  Hampshire, 
Manachassetts  Bay, 
Bhode  Island  &  Pro-     | 
videnoe  Plantations,  j 
Gonnecticut| 
New  York, 
New  Jersey, 

That  all  persons  drafted  shall  serve  in  the  continental  batallions 
of  their  respective  states  for  the  space  of  nine  months  from  the  time 
they  shall  respectively  appear  at  the  several  places  of  rendezvons 
hereafter  mentioned,  unless  sooner  discharged. 

Thai  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  States  to  appoint  officers 
to  saperintend  the  making  and  forwarding  the  said  drafts,  and  to 
diiect  sneh  aaperintendants  to  proonre  ooopleat  lists  of  the  men 
diaftedf,  with  a  description  of  their  perscms,  their  age,  stature,  pboes 
of  their  Abode,  &  the  regiment  and  company  from  which  they  shall 
have  been  drafted,  and  to  forward  the  same  to  the  oommissioners 
hereafter  mentioned,  who  shall  transmit  an  exact  oopy  thereof  to 
the  eommander  in  chief. 

And  to  the  end  the  oommissioners  may  be  enabled  the  better  to 
ezeeate  their  business,  and  the  men  drafted,  as  aforesaid,  may  be 
Knt  to  the  said  places  of  rendezvous  with  the  greater  safety  and 
expedition. 

Resolved, 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  require  their 
several  militia  officers,  by  whom  any  men  shall  have  been  drafted, 
to  deliver  to  the  said  superintendants  such  descriptive  lists  of  the 
men  by  them  respectively  drafted  for  the  purpose  aforesaid ;  and 
farther,  to  direct  the  said  superintendants  to  make  similar  lists  of 
the  men  by  them,  from  time  to  time,  sent  to  the  said  places  of 
readezvous,  and  take  receipts  for  such  men  upon  the  said  lists  from 
SQch  officers  as  they  shal^  appoint  to  conduct  them  as  aforesaid,  and 
forward  copies  of  such  lists  and  receipts  to  the  said  commissioners. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  each  of  the  said  states  to  appoint  one 
or  more  ocMnmiasioners,  to  reside  at  the  said  places  of  rendezvous, 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  drafts  of  their  respective  states,  and 
Mivering  them  over  to  the  continental  officers,  who  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  commander  in  chief,  there  to  receive  them ;  and 
farther^  to  direct  their  respective  commissioners  to  give  receipts  for 
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snob  drafted  men  bb  ehall  be  deli?6red  io  ibem,  and  make  mil  eneb 

desoriptive  liatB,  as  aforesaid,  of  tbe  men  bj  tbem,  from  time  to  tiaiei 
delivered  over  to  saeb  oontinental  officers,  and  take  receipts  thereon 
from  tbemj  and  transmit  copies  of  snob  lists  and  receipts  to  tbe 
commander  in  cbief. 

Tbat  it  be  recommended  to  tbe  several  states  to  make  proviBion 
for  tbeir  drafted  men  npon  tbeir  marcb  to  tbe  said  places  of  rendez- 
vous; and  tbat  tbe  states  be  allowed  for  subsistence  one  twenty* 
fonrtb  part  of  a  dollar  p'  mile  for  eacb  man  actually  marcbing  to 
tbe  said  places  of  rendezvonS|  and  no  more. 

Besolved,  ^ 

Tbat  all  tbe  drafts  from  tbe  New  England  States  sball  rendeivoas 
at  Fisbkill,  on  Hudson's  river;  tbose  of  New  York,  at  Easton,  in 
tbe  state  of  Pensylvania ;  tbose  of  New  Jersey,  Pensylvania,  Dela- 
ware &  Maryland,  at  camp ;  tbose  of  Virginia,  at  Alexandria  and 
Sbeppard's  town,  in  tbe  same  State ;  and  tbose  of  Nortb  Oarolina 
at  Pitsylvania  ooort  bouse  and  Petersburg,  in  Virginiai  nnless 
otherwise  directed  by  the  commander  in  cbief. 

Resolved, 

That  every  person  drafted  aa^atoesaid,  who  shall  supply  himgelf 
with  a  good  findook  and  bayonet,  a  cartooeh  box,  baversaok,  or 
blanket^  and  shall  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  hia  s^vke  pro- 
duoe  to  tbe  proper  pay-maater  a  certificate  from  hia  captain  or  other 
fiommanding  officer  c^  bis  oompa&y  tbat  he  hath  bees  donstaatly 
provided  iberewitb,  sball  receive  for  tbe  use  of  his  firelock,  bayonet, 
and  eartonob  box,  two  dollars,  and  for  tbe  use  of  has  Uanket,  foor 
dollars,  and  in  a  like  proportion  for  any  or  either  of  them;  ud  in 
ease  any  of  Uie  said  articles  sball  be  lost  or  rendered  useless  in  the 
servioe^  without  the  negligence  or  fault  of  tbe  proprietori  be  shall  be 
paid  tbe  value  thereof. 

Besolved| 

Tbat  all  persons^  in  whatever  way  procured,  for  supplying  the 
deficiencies  in  the  continental  batallions,  unless  inlisted  for  three 
years  or  during  the  war,  be  considered  as  drafts ;  and  tbat  it  be 
recommended  to  tbe  several  states  to  exert  themselves  to  procure 
recruits  for  tbeir  respective  continental  batallions  by  inlistments  for 
three  years  or  during  tbe  war,  &  tbat  tbe  drafts  from  tbe  respective 
states  be  discbarffed  in  proportion  as  such  rearuits  from  tbe  stud 
states  sball  join  me  army. 

And  whereas  experience  bath  proved  tbat  no  confidence  can  be 
placed  in  prisoners  of  war  or  deserters  from  the  enemy  who  inlist 
into  tbe  continental  army,  but  many  losses  and  great  misebie&  have 
frequently  happened  by  them ;  therefore, 

Besolved, 

That  no  prisoners  of  war  or  deserters  from  tbe  ene^Dj  be  ialistedi 
drafted|  or  returned  tojserve  in  the  continental  army* 

Extract  from  the  minotes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec. 
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J.  B.  Smith  to  Prbsidbnt  Whaktok,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  haye  ike  boaor  U  inolo8e  oopies  of  raiidry  papers  as  direoted  by 
your  ezoelleoofi  ftogather  with  adme  eztraote  from  the  mmates  of 

CoDgrefls.* 

It  woald  have  giren  me  pleasure  to  have  despatched  these  papers 
looneri  bat,  thou^  no  time  was  unnecessarilj  lost  in  obtaiiuDg  the 
Older  of  Congress,  or  in  applying  to  the  board  of  war,  yet  finding 
the  board  not  able  to  make  out  the  copies  immediately,  for  want  of 
Clerks,  we  were  some  time  before  we  conid  find  a  person  to  do  it. 

There  are  other  proceedings  on  the  same  subject }  but  from  the 
nature  of  them  presume  you  have  received  copies ;  particularly  some 
RsohitioQf  of  Congress  of  14^^  Feb>^  Instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  very  great  respect 

your  Excellency's  and  the 

Coundrs  very  humble  servant, 

JON«  B.  SMITH. 
York  Town,  FeV  26*,  1778. 

Dirededf 

Szeellenoy  Tho*  Wharton,  Esq. 


Instructions  to  Millers,  1778. 

No.  1. 

Reading,  January  11, 1778. 
Inslnictions  for  j  Miller. 

Whereas,  in  obedienoe  to  the  orders  and  instruotionfl  we  have 
neeivvd  from  the  hon'U^  the  board  of  war,  magcusinei  o/provinont 
iie  to  he  form'd  for  the  use  of  the  army,  and  we  being  well  assured 
of  your  attaehment  to  our  righteous  cause,  do  appoint  you  to  pur* 
^uae  k  to  receive  into  your  imll,  and  to  manufacture  for  the  ttse  of 
tbe  army  until  further  orders,  all  the  wheat  you  can  possibly  collect ; 
^  w^  purpose  you  are  ptriotly  to  observe  the  foUowii^  instructions : 

^  First,  you  are  to  weigh  all  the  wheat  you  receive,  and  to  rate 
iizty  pounds  of  neat  wheat  ecpal  to  a  busheli  for  which  you  are  to 
F^y  twelve  shillings. 

*  See  pi^e  29^ 
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2^.  From  all  those  who  may  refuse  to  thresh  out  thdr  grain, 
and  to  deliver  it  to  you  at  the  lawful  rates,  yoti  are  empowered  to 
seiEe  it  in  the  straw,  and  to  hire  proper  persons  to  thresh  it  for  the 
nse  aforesaid  (always  leaFing  a  proper  allowance  for  the  consumption 
of  the  family)  w^  ezpenoe  and  hailing  yon  are  first  to  deduct  from 
the  amount  of  the  grain,  and  then  to  pay  the  owner  the  halanoe. 

S'^.  You  are  to  keep  a  book  ruled  in  columns,  in  which  you 
must  enter  according  to  the  dates,  the  persons  names  from  whom 

fou  receive  the  wheat,  and  the  number  of  bushels;  and  in  a  receipt 
ook  you  are  to  take  receipts  for  all  the  money  you  pay,  w^  must 
correspond  with  your  book  of  entries,  w^  books  yoa  are  to  prodaoe 
to  one  of  us  as  superintendant  of  th^  district  in  which  you  reside, 
when  required  so  to  do^  by  all  or  either  of  us. 

A^^f.  You  are  to  grind  the  wheat  you  receive  as  nsnal,  boolt  the 
meal  rich,  and  produce  about  26  gross  hundreds  of  good  merchantable 
flour  from  every  hundred  bushels  of  wheat,  which  you  are  to  pack  in 
barrels,  and  are  to  nail  and  secure  from  waste }  the  surplus  yoa  are 
to  pack  in  barrels  also  for  horse*food,  and  you  are  to  nail  and  secure 
from  waste  by  fixing  a  lining  hoop  in  the  head  of  every  barrel 
packed  with  flour  and  horse-feed ;  for  which  you  are  to  be  allowed 
four  pence  per  barrel. 

5^13'.  You  are  to  weigh  and  tare  all  the  barrels  before  they  are 
packed. 

6**^.  You  are  to  weigh  all  the  flour  and  horse  feed  when  packed, 
to  mark  with  a  marking-iron  on  the  head  of  each  barrel  the  gross 
weight  of  flour  and  of  horse  feed,  and  to  keep  separate  and  regular 
invoices  in  a  book  for  that  purpose ;  and  you  are  to  brand  the  barrels 
with  your  usual  brand,  and  number  them  regularly  from  N*  1  up- 
wards. 

7^*7.  Yoa  are  to  take  receipts  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that 
purpose,  for  all  the  flour  and  horse  feed  you  deliver  out,  but  yon  are 
not  to  deliver  out  any  flour  or  horse  feed  but  on  special  orders  ia 
writiog  from  the  board  of  war,  the  commander  in  chief,  or  oue  or 
more  of  us.  And  whereas  it  may  happen  tl|at  you  may  issue  horse 
feed  on  onr  orders  to  carters  and  waggoners  employed  by  us,  yoa 
must  from  time  to  time  measure  and  strike  three  boahels  of  horse 
feed,  weigh  each  bnshel  separate  and  average  the  neat  weight  per 
bushel,  which  average  weight  shall  be  the  rale  for  yoa  to  settle  by 
and  aooount  for  the  whole  quantity  received. 

.  gtk^.  For  receiving,  paying,  storing  in  your  mill,  grinding, 
boulting,  packing,  weighing,  keeping  the  aooounts  and  invoices,  and 
delivering,  you  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  three  pounds  ten  shillings 
for  every  one  hundred  bushels  of  wheat  ground  and  issned. 

9**^'.    On  every  monday  you  are  to  make  a  regular  return  to 
,  superintendant  of  your  dfetrict,  of  the  quantity  of  wheat 
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reeeiTed  atyoar  mill|  tbe  quantiij  jon  have  ground  and  packed;  and 
the  qnantitj  jou  have  issned. 

10<ur.  For  the  better  oarrying  this  business  into  effect,  you  are 
to  enlist  so  aoon  as  poBsible  into  the  continental  service  two  millersy 
three  coopers^  and  two  men  to  get  coopers  stuff  and  hoop-poles  to  be 
employed  at  your  mill.  They  must  be  enlisted  for  one  year,  if  not 
sooner  diMbarged,  and  shall;  as  the  continental  establ^hment  re- 
quires, be  exempted  from  all  militia  duties  and  fines.  Tou  are  to 
oontraiol  to  pa^lhe  cooper  and  men  engaged  to  provide  the  coopers 
stuff  at  the  following  rates,  viz  :  For  good  flour  barrel  staves  per  m., 
•llewing  1100  to  the  1000,  for  cutting  hoop  poles  and  binding  them 
twenty  five  in  eaoh  bundle. 

If  you  cannot  pFOcnre  a  sufficient  quantity  of  seasoned  stuff  for 
mking  barrels,  all  that  which  shall  be  cut  firom  green  timber  must 
be  properly  kiln  dried  before  it  is  used. 

X  ou  «re  to  hire  Wms  to  hsll  the  atavees  and  poles  to  your  mill,  for 
dobg  whidi  and  superintending  the  wodcmen,  you  shall  be  paid 
.  The  coopers  stuff  and  poles  being  delivered  at  your  mill, 
you  are  to  oontract  to  pay  the  coopers  for  riving,  piling,  dressing 
and  making  the  barrels  oompleat  for  use,  eighteen  pence  per  barrel. 
For  boarding,  washing  and  dieting  for  the  coopen  and  men  employed 
to  proonre  atul^  you  are  to  be  allowed  two  dollan  per  week  for  each 
man.  You  are  to  pay  and  board  the  millers  and  all  necessary  bands 
for  compleating  the  Dusiness  mentioned  in  the  eiglith  article  at  your 
evnezpenee.   ' 

ll^ir.  Having  provided  yourself  with  a  double  set  of  hands,  you 
He  to  keep  your  mUl  grinding  constantly  day  and  night,  and  to  use 
joor  utmost  industry  to  procure  Wheat  nnm  further  orders.  You 
shall  from  time  to  time  be  supply'd  with  money  by  drawing  orders 
on  or  applying  in  person  to  the  supeiintendant  ii  your  district 

12*^*  f  superintendent  of  your  district,  will  visit  your 

null  once  a  week  in  person,  or  by  his  assistant,  and  give  directions 
for  transporting  the  flour  and  horse  feed  to  the  magazines,  and  for 
building  sheds  and  other  convenienoies  for  storing  them^  if  judged 


l^^i'  All  necessary  guards  for  the  security  and  protection  (rf 
the  mag^nes  will  be  appued  for  and  set  by  us. 

14iMr.  It  ifl  earnestly  reoommended  to  you  to  keep  up  the  strictest 
harmony  with  your  brother  commissaries,  and  to  avoid  all  occasion 
of  interfering  with  them  in  their  proper  line  of  purchase. 
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No.  2. 

In  OoDgresS;  15  Jatf^,  1778. 

The  Committee  appointed  in  addition  to  the  board  of  war  to  take 
into  consideration  the  neoessity  &  propriety  of  lay'g  ap  magaziDes  of 
Provisions  for  the  army,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  &  de- 
bated, &  sundry  amendments  made,  after  which  it  was  moved  in  Ilea 
of  the  whole, 

That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  write  immediately  to  the 
Pres^'of  the  executive  Conncil  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
subject  of  purchasing  flo]ar  for  the  army  &  laying  up  magasines,  & 
if  it  should  appear  that  the  said  state  have  taken  effectual  measuree 
for  procuring  the  same  that  the  board  of  war  direct  the  transporta- 
tion thereof  to  the  magaaines  or  army,  Ao^-but*  if  such  measureB 
have  not  been  taken  for  that  purpose  as  the  board  of  war  may  think 
will  be  certain  &  effectual,  then  the  board  of  war  to  appoint  suitable 
persons  to  execute  that  business.    And  it  paijaaed  in  the  negative. 

On  consideration  of  the  report, 

Resolved,  That  one  or  more  proper  persons  be  immediately  em- 
ployed by  the  board  of  war  on  the  best  terms  in  their  power  to  pnr- 
chiise.80,000  bb^  of  flour,  or  wheat  equivalent,  &  have  it  grcmnd 
into  flour,  &  to  deposit  it  as  follows  t^^* 

That  the  commissioners  employed  to  execute  this  business  have 
full  power  &  authority  to  Imploy  all  mills,  millers;  coopers  neces- 
sary, on  the  best  terms  they  can,  to  compleat  the  said  quantity  of 
flour  with  all  possible  expedition. 

That  the  Commission's  be  impowered  to  hire  or  impress  waggooB 
sufficient  to  make  the  necessary  transportation  of  the  flour  to  the 
places  where  it  is  to  be  deposited,  &  to  pay  the  hire  of  the  s'  wag- 
gons at  the  same  rate  paid  by  the  Q"  M'  Gen^ 

That  the  board  of  war  be  impowered  to  limit  the  prices  to  be 
given  for  the  said  wheat  &  flour,  and  to  give  such  orders  &  directioos 
to  the  commissioners  as  they  shall  think  proper  or  necessary  from 
time  to  time :  Provided,  that  no  limitation  to  be  made  by  the  board 
of  war  with  respect  to  price  shall  contravene  any  acts  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  Pennsylvania,  or  any  of  the  regulations  which  may  be  made 
hereafter  bv  the  convention  of  committees  which  is  to  meet  at  New- 
haven  on  this  15  day  of  Jan^ 

That  these  magazines  being  establiahed  without  the  interference 
of  the  Commissary  Gen'l,  &c. 

That  Qen'l  Washington  be  directed  to  support  the  commissionens 
&c. 

That  the  board  of  war  be  impowered  to  direct  s*  'commissioncrt 
to  purchase  any  fat  cattle  &  salted  meat  they  meet  with  in  their 

*  See  page  177. 
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tAini  thn/  y*  Conntrj,  on  ibe  best  tenoB  in  tbeir  power^  &  deliver 
tbe  same  to  tbe  Commissi  G.  &a 

That  tbe  board  of  war  enquire  of  his  Ezoell^  Tbomas  Wharton, 
Esq.,  ftc.y  what  measures  have  been  taken  bj  the  legislature  of  that 
state  for  laying  up  magazines  for  the  army,  and  if  it  should  appear 
to  the  board  after  such  inquiry  that  measures  for  that  purpose  have 
been  taken  adequate  to  the  present  critical  situation  of  the  army, 
with  respect  to  supplies,  they  be  authorized  &  directed  to  suspend 
ibe  execution  of  the  ^hole  or  such  parts  of  the  foregoing  resolutions 
as  they  shall  deem  most  conducive  to  the  general  weal. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 


No.  8. 

War  Office,  Sl«'  January,  1778. 

Instrootions  for  general  James  Ewin^,  capt.  John  Byers,  Rob* 
Lettis  Hooper,  Jon*  Mifflin,  Bich'd  Baohe,  John  Patton,  James 
Bead,  NaUx^  Faleoner,  and  Heniy  Hollingsworth,  esq'*.  Superintend- 
asts  appointed  to  purchase  flour,  wheat,  and  other  articles  for  the 
better  supply  of  the  army. 

Whereas,  Congress  by  a  rdsolve  of  the  15  of  this  instant,  January, 
ftothorised  the  board  of  war  <<  immediately  to  employ  one  or  more 
persons  to  purchase  on  the  best  terms  in  their  power  thirty  thousand 
iitrrels  of  flour,  or  wheat  equivalent,  and  have  it  ground  into  flour, 
tad  to  depont  12,000  barrels,  part  thereof,  at  or  near  Lancaster, 
8000  barrels  at  or  near  Beading,  6000  barrels  at  or  near  Bethle- 
bem,  2000  barreb  at  or  near  Downingtown,  and  2000  bb*  at  or  near 
Potigrrfve/' 

And  whereas,  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Pennsylv*  had  pre* 
rioBsly  nominated  certain  persons  in  several  counties  of  that  State 
to  purchase  and  collect  magaanes  of  provisions  for  the  use  of  the 
limy,      • 

You  are  therefore,  in  the  execution  of  your  duty  as  Superintend- 
tnts  to  comply  with,  and  observe  the  following  directions : 

1**  You  are  to  purchase  on  the  best  terms  and  as  expeditiously 
Si  poBsible  the  said  (Quantity  of  30,000  barrels  of  flour,  or  wheat 
equivalent  to  produce  it,  and  deposit  the  same  agreeable  to  the  di- 
reetions  in  tbe  resolve  of  Oongress  above  recited. 

Ton  are  empowered  to  instruct  and  direct  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  the  State  of  Penn",  in  their  purchases  of  wheat,  flour, 
&e.,  and  yoor  orders  properly  communicated  they  are  desired  to 

ObCT. 

1  ou  are  authorised  to  purchase  any  pork,  fiit  cattle^  or  Saltod 
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meat  within  your  reflpeotive  dittriote,  and  dalirer  the  aame  to  (kt 
commissary  general  of  issues  or  his  dopaties,  taking  receipta  for  th« 
qnantity  doltvered. 

You  will  determine  what  mills  and  other  bnildinM  within  your 
distriots  may  be  most  proper  for  magaaines  and  may  hire  or  impreai 
the  same. 

Yon  will  employ  persons  to  make  or  to  purchase  flour  casks. 

If  any  commissioner  or  commisuonersy  appointed  by  the  legislators 
of  Pennsylvania^  refose  or  neglect,  to  ezeeute  the  trust  reposed  io 
him  or  them,  you  may  appoint  proper  persons  to  do  this  bosiness  so 
neglected  or  refused. 

If  the  business  intrusted  to  you  and  the  commisffloners  shall  ap- 
pear to  you  to  require  more  assistance  than  is  provided  by  the  act  of 
assembly  of  Penna.,  and  the  resolutions  of  this  board,  in  such  cases, 
you  are  empowered  to  employ  such  additional  assistants,  and  to  make 
such  temporary  regulations  for  the  effectual  execution  of  the  hnsiness 
as  to  you  may  appear  necessary,  taking  care  to  report  to  this  hoard, 
the  appointments  and  regulations  so  made,  and  the  reasons  therefor. 

You  will  hire,  or  if  necessary  impress  teams  for  conveying  the 
flour,  &c.,  to  the  several  magazines. 

You  wlU  be  si^pl/d  with  cask  to  pay  the  coats  of  the  severil 
magaaines,  in  the  expenditure  of  w^  you  are  to  aidit  and  pay  the 
aoco^  of  the  oommissionenii  and  report  onoe  in  each  week  to  thii 
board  the  progress  made  in  forming  the  magaaines. 

You  will  receive  2i  percent  for  your  private ea:pencea  and  troabk 
on  the  oadi  paid  by  you  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  the  comais- 
aioners  H  per  cent  for  their  disbnrBements. 

The  q'  m'  Gen^  and  his  deputies,  and  all  offioers  oommandisg  de- 
tachments in  the  vidnage  of  the  magaainea  are  required  to  givesaoh 
assistance,  and  such  guards  for  their  establiahment  and  aeooiity  u 
you  may  think  necessary,  and  require. 

In  making  the  purehases  of  the  fbrogoinff  articles  yon  will  oonfiM 
yourselves  to  tho  prices  fixed  by  the  assemblies  of  New  Jeitev,  aod 
Pennsylvania;  and  from  saoh  aa  refuse  to  sell,  you  are  anthonied  to 
aeiae. 

Yon  are  authorised  to  form  a  mtgi^ine  of  10,000  bbs^  besidea 
those  before-mentioned,  convenient  for  the  places  out  of  Penn^  and 
appoint  peraons  to  execute  your  orders. 

You  will  appoint  such  clerks,  or  storekeepers  as  may  be  absolutely 
necessary  for  transacting  the  buainesa  at  the  magasines,  giving  them 
proper  salaries,  and  taking  oare  to  report  your  proceedings  thereoa 
to  this  board. 

You  will  lay  up  a  magazine  of  6000  barrela  at  York  town,  a&d 
4000  at  Oarlisle,  and  you  will  keep  up  a  correspondence  with*  one 
another,  that  there  may  be  a  uniformity  of  prices  and  conduct. 

You  will  immediately  eatabliah  oflkies  in  your  leapeotive  districts 
of  w^  you  will  give  notice  to  the  board,  &  when-  you  are  ready  to 
receive  the  money,  whieh  is  ready  to  be  aent  yoQ. 
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BaperinieiidtntB  appointed  for  the  east  tide  of  Susquehanna. 

Rob'  Lettia  Ho<^i.  ^  For  Sussex  in  New  Jersey,  North- 

JoDtthan  MifBin.  V     ampton  Count j^  Berks^  Buoks  and 

Nath*  Falconer.  )     Philadelphia. 

Tr«»—  w«ii:««o«^tfi.  r      ^^^^7  **»«  Eastern  shore  of  the  same 

For  the  West  side  of  Susquehanna. 

>  (General  Eirinff. 
Captain  John  Byera. 


No.  4. 


"We,  the  superintendants  appointed  for  the  counties  of  Philad* 
Books,  Berka,  and  Northampton,  in  the  state  of  Pennsjlvania,  and 
Bosaex  in  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  by  the  hon'ble  the  board  of 
w,  to  form  magaainea  of  provision  for  the  armies  of  the  United 
Sutos,  haTiog  met  at  Beading  to  consult  and  determine  on  the  best 
and  most  expeditions  ways  &  means  for  carrying  our  orders  into 
execution,  and  that  the  important  trust  reposed  in  us  may  be  regu- 
Itrly  and  fidthfully  performed,  have  therefore  determined, 

That  R(A>6Tt  liettis  Hooper,  Junr.,  shall  superintend  and  direct 
tU  the  bunoeas  in  the  counties  of  Northampton  &  Sussex,  and  shall 
ptT  and  settle  with  all  the  millers  &  persons  employed  by  nsi  or 
either  of  us  in  that  district. 

That  Jonathan  Mifflin  and  Nathaniel  Falconer  shall  superintend 
tad  direct  all  the  business  in  the  counties  of  Philad*,  Bucks  and 
Berks,  and  shall  pay  and  settle  with  all  the  millers  and  persons 
emplcyed  by  U8|  or  either  of  us  in  the  ndd  district. 

That  aa  many  mills  and  persons  shall  be  employed  in  eaob  district 
u  the  superinteudant  of  the  district  shall  think  necessary  and 
proper. 

^at  instructions  for  the  millers  shall  be  formed  &  subscribed  by 
u,  whidi  they  shall  be  directed  punctually  to  observe  and  follow, 
tad  these  instructions  shall  not  be  altered  in  any  part  without  oall- 
iog  a  meeting  of  the  subscribers,  and  then  two  of  us  agreeing, 
ehall  determine  on  the  propriety  of  making  the  proposed  alterations. 

That  advertisements  shall  be  written  in  the  English  and  German 
l&nguages,  informing  the  inhabitants  of  our  appointment  and  of 
the  regulations  we  have  made,  the  prices  fixed  upon,  and  the  names 
of  the  millers  employed  in  each  county. 

That  we  will  employ  in  our  districts  as  many  persons  to  purchase 
^f}  pork,  and  salted  meat,  as  we  think.are  nccesaaryi  but  to  pre- 
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vent  delays  in  proseoating  the  bnnnesSi  the  pmohaaen  of  gnin 
shall  not  parchase  meat  of  any  kiad. 

That  for  the  conyeniency  of  onr  meeting  together  for  the  purpose 
of  writing  to  the  president  of  the  board  of  war,  and  the  commander 
in  chief,  comparing  the  weekly  retarns  made  by  the  purchasers  of 
grain  and  meat,  and  the  quantity  issaedi  and  for  knowing  from  time 
to  time  the  true  state  of  onr  magannes;  we  will  hare  a  convenient 
house  in  Allen  town,  and  appoint  a  competent  clerk  to  reside  there 
and  keep  an  office,  in  w^  proper  books  shall  be  kept,  and  entries 
made  of  all  the  returns  made  of  the  quantities  of  provisions  pur- 
chased and  issued. 

That  our  first  meeting  shall  be  on  Thursday  the  26  iustant,  as 
Allen  town,  where  we  wiU  make  such  other  regulations  and  appoint- 
ments as  we  think  are  necessary  to  further  the  business  for  which 
we  are  appointed,  to  unite  the  good  people  in  our  district,  and 
(avoiding  all  oppressive  measures)  to  lead  them  spiritedly  and  xeal- 
ously  to  contribute  their  whole  strength  in  support  of  our  righteons 
cause. 


No.  6. 

Beading,  February  11, 1778. 
Sir, 

On  the  6  instant  we  received  your  letter,  inclosing  our  appoint- 
ment and  directions  from  the  hon'ble  board  of  war.  We  have  met 
here  to  forward  the  business  for  which  we  are  appointed,  and  have 
formed  instructions  for  the  millers  in  our  district,  a  copy  of  which 
we  have  sent  to  the  board,  and  request,  if  it  does  not  meet  with 
their  entire  approbation;  they  will  be  pleased  to  direct  what  altera- 
tions shall  be  made. 

We  have  already  four  capital  mills  employed  in  the  counties  of 
Northampton  and  Sussex,  and  hope,  in  a  few  days,  to  put  iipery 
capital  mill'  in  our  district  in  motion.  Gen'l  Mifflin  intorm^  us 
that  the  conunissary  of  forage  at  head  qu'rs  has  wrote  to  him  for 
assistance  in  procuring  forage  for  the  army,  and  having  requested 
us  to  give  Col.  Biddle  all  the  aid  in  our  power,  we  therefore  beg 
leave  to  represent  to  the  board  that,  being  directed  to  regulate  our 
purchases  by  the  prices  fixed  by  the  act  of  asssemblyi  made  in  this 
state,  we  find  it  impossible,  without  force,  to  procure  any  rye,  spelts, 
or  oats,  for  horse  feed,  as  the  prices  the  assembly  has  directed  to  be 
given  are  much  lower  than  what  are  given  by  the  people  in  the 
country  that  have  occasion  to  buy  for  their  own  use ;  but  knowing 
how  essential  it  may  be  to  the  public  service  to  collect  as  expedi- 
tiously as  possible  a  considerable  quantity  of  horse  feed  for  the 
immediate  supply  of  the  army  horses,  we  have  taken  the  liberty  to 
request  the  quarter  master  general  to  direct  his  deputies  to  fix  such 
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prieoB  fts  we  think  are  eqnWalent^  in  w^  he  has  been  pleased  to 
Mqvesoe,  and  shall  forward  to  those  persons  we  have  employed, 
instmclions  to  draw  on  ns  for  the  amo^  of  the  cnun  they  purchase 
for  forage— the  rates  we  propose  are  for  rye,  twmve  shill.  ^  bushel, 
spelts  and  oats  seven  shillings  and  sixpence  ^  bushel,  and  Indian 
corn  nine  shillings  ^  bushel. 

We  shall  take  the  greatest  precanlion  in  forming  the  magazines, 
by  fixing  on  such  places  as  will  be  most  safe  &  convenient.  We  can 
Dot  yet  determine  where  Gapt.  Falconer  will  fix  his  office,  as  it  is 
necessary  for  him  first  to  consult  some  of  our  best  friends  in  the 
upper  parts  of  Bucks  county.  Jon'n  MifBin  will  fix  his  office  at 
Reading,  and  Robert  L.  Hooper  at  £aston  and  Allen  town.  There 
ifl  at  Ewton  a  quantity  of  salt  belonging  to  the  states,  lately  brought 
to  Easton  from  New  Windsor,  which  will  be  sufficient  to  salt  all  the 
meat  we  can  purchase.  It  is  with  great  concern  that  we  inform  the 
kon'ble  board  that  the  purchasing  of  beef  and  pork  has  been  too 
long  delayed,  and  that  theseason  is  now  too  far  advanced  for  us  to 
procore  a  considerable  quantity  of  meat  of  any  kind,  but  our  utmost 
diligence  shall  be  used,  and  we  hope  suddenly  to  furnish  great  sup- 
plies of  flour  and  horse  feed. 

We  shall  this  day  dispatch  Mr.  Bich'  Ghiokley  to  the  board  for 
money,  and  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  pay  him,  for  the  use  of 
our  district,  one  hundred  thousand  pounds.  We  shall  not  have  it  in 
oar  power  to  transmit  to  the  board  a  weekly  account  of  the  quantity 
of  grain  and  meat  we  may  take  in,  but  the  love  of  our  country  and 
the  desire  we  have  to  promote  the  public  good,  will  urge  us,  as  often 
t8  possible,  to  inform  you  how  far  we  have  proceeded  in  executing 
the  trust  committed  to  us. 

we  are  with  great  respect  sir, 

your  mo.  humble  servants, 

BOBERT  LETTIS  HOOPER,  Junr. 

NATHANIEL  FALCONER. 

JONATHAN  MIFFLIN,  Junr. 
Dtreciedf 

To  the  hon'ble  Major  Gen'l  Gates,  president  of  the  hon'ble  the 
board  of  w»r,  York  town. 


No.  6. 

Beading,  Feb.  12th,  1778. 
Kr, 

As  you  are  appointed  by  the  superintendants  for  forming  maga- 
sioes  of  Provisions  for  the  army,  to  purchase  wheat  ft  manufacture 
it  into  flour,  I  am  directed  by  Major  G'l  Mifflin,  Q.  M.  O.,  to 
request  you  will  also  purchase  all  the  Bye,  Spelts,  Indian  com  & 
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oats  jou  ean,  at  the  foUowiog  rates,  tu  :  Bje  @  12$,  jB  boahel, 
spelts  &  oats  @  7<.  Qd.  ^  b^helj  &  Indian  oorn  @  9«.  $  bushel. 

You  must  grind  all  the  Bye,  Indian  oorn,  &  spelts,  you  porohaae, 
into  Horse  feed,  which,  when  ground,  you  must  peek  into  fioar 
barrels,  &  secure  in  the  way  you  are  dueoted  by  ^he  saperiaten- 
dants  in  the  4th  article  of  their  Instruetioos. 

You  shall  be  paid  four  Pounds  %^  hundred  bushels,  for  grindiog, 
packing,  &  delivering  out,  &  two  pence  ^  busbel  on  aU  the  oatoyoa 
purchase,  with  a  reasonable  allowanee  for  storage  &  ezpenoes. 

Capt  N.  Falconer,  superintendant  of  the  d^itriet  in  which  yon 
reude,  will  furnish  you  with  money  when  &  as  often  as  it  will  be 
necessary ;  and  on  every  Monday  you  must  make  a  retam  to  him 
of  all  tlie  grain  you  have  purchased,  &  of  the  (}qantity  you  have 
issued  on  orders 

In  issuing  you  must  be  directed  by  the  7tli  article  of  your  la- 
structions  from  the  supenntendants. 

From  those  persons  who  refuse  to  thresh  out  their  grain,  ft  to 
deliver  to  you  so  much  of  it  as  they  can  reasonably  spare,  yon  aie 
to  seize  it  in  the  straw,  &  to  be  directed  by  the  first  artiele  of  yqor 
Instructions  from  the  supenntendants. 

You  must  collect  idl  the  grain  you  can,  &  you  most  net  delay 
any  time  in  doing  it. 

lam  or, 

your  h.  s., 

BOB'T  LETTIS  HOOPEB, 
Dep'y  QV  M.  Gen'l. 


No.  7. 

Beading,  February  Uth,  1778. 
Sir, 

We  wrote  to  you  by  express  the  11th  instant,  but  omitted  to  in- 
close  you  a  copy  of  our  rules  and  regulations  with  the  orders  from 
the  quarter  master  general,  for  fixing  the  prices  of  rye,  &c.,  proper 
for  horse  feed,  which  papers  you  will  now  receive  inclosed. 

We  flatter  ourselves  with  the  prospect  of  success  in  this  great 
charge  committed  to  our  care  by  the  honble  board,  especially  in  pro- 
viding the  artioies  of  flour  and  horae  feed,  but  as  the  success  of  oar 
endeavours  will  depend  upon  a  competent  and  seasonable  supply  of 
cash,  we  hope  yon  will  be  pleased  to  order  one  hwidred  thoosand 
pounds,  to  be  sent  to  us  as  soon  as  posuble. 

The  honble  board  will  see  the  extent  of  our  plan ;  and  we  have 
now  the  satisfaction  to  assure  them  sev^n  capital  mills  are  actaally 
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emplojed,  and  in  motioni  and  that  we  have  already  provided  forage 
sufficient  to  load  eighty  teams  for  head  qaarters,  as  soon  as  they  are 
collected  by  the  was^n  master  general  of  this  state,  which  the 
coundl  has  directed  mm  to  do. 

We  are  with  respect.  Sir, 

Your  mo.  humble  servants; 

ROBT.  LETTI8  HOOPER,  Jun^ 

NATHL.  FALCONER, 

JON.  MIFFLIN,  Jun'. 
Difwtedf 

To  The  honble  major  gen.  Gates,  prea^  of  the  honble,  the  board  of 
war,  York  Town. 


No.  8. 

A  letter  from  Genl.  Washington  to  R.  L.  Hooper,  N.  Falconer  & 
0.  Mifflin,  also  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Daer  to  Mr.  Lee*  were 
read,  &  thereupon 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  same  ,be  sent  by  express  to  the  Exe- 
cutive Council  of  Pennsylvania,  &  that  it  bo  most  earnestly  recom- 
mended-to  them  to  exert  the  whole  power  of  the  State  in  providing 
k  forwarding  to  the  army,  by  every  means  possible,  supplies  of  pro- 
Tiaions,  (especially  of  the  meat  kind)  &  forage,  with  the  utmost  des- 
patch. 

Besolved,  That  the  board  of  war  immediately  employ  a  suitable 
number  of  proper  persons,  on  the  East  side  of  Susquehannah  River, 
to  purchase  meat  k  forage*  for  the  army,  &  to  forward  the  same  to 
the  camp  with  all  possible  expedition,  having  respect  to  the  prices 
fixed  by  the  laws  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 

Extract  from  the  minutes  of!  «  *    gi  1778 
Congress.  J       *      ' 


No.  9. 

In  Congress,  Feb.  26, 1778. 

The  delegates  of  Pennsylvania  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  signed 
Thomas  Wharton,  Jun',  President,  dated  in  Council,  lisncaster,  Feb. 
23, 1778,  Requesting  to  be  furnished  with  the  following  papers. 

1.  The  Instructions  of/ the  board  of  war  to  their  superintendents 
of  Provisions. 

*  S««  page  276. 
Vou  VI.— 14 


■l 
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2.  The  pkn  laid  down  by  the  Superintendents  &o.,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  F^ovisions. 

8.  The  Instmctions  for  the  millers,  dated  the  11  Jiw'y  last 

4.  A  letter  from  the  Snperintendants  to  the  board  oi  war,  dated 
11th  Feb.,  Inst. 

5.  A  letter  dated  12th  Feb.,  Instant,  signed  R.  L.  Hooper,  D.  Q. 
M.  G-*,  to  the  purchasers  under  the  snperintendants. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  fhimish  the  delegates  of  Pennsjl- 
Ysnia  with  copies  of  the  above  papers  or  such  of  them  as  are  in  the 
office  of  the  board  of  War  &  ordinance. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'j. 

(Copy.) 

N.  3*    No.  5.      Is  a  letter  from  the  Superintendants  not  called 
for,  but  found  on  the  files  of  the  board  of  war. 
The  paper  No.  5,  called  for  by  Council,  is  marked  No.  6. 
No.  7.    Extracts  from  Minutes  of  Congress,  Feb.  21, 1778. 

8.  ditto.  •  .  .         Jan'y  15, 1778. 

9.  Order  of  Coogrcss  for  copies,         Feb.  25, 1778. 


J.  B.  Smith  to  Prbsibbnt  Wharton,  1778. 

<* 

York  Town,  Feb.  28, 1778. 
Sir, 

On  othei  mde  you  have  Copy  of  a  letter  yesterday  Evening  read 
in  Congress.  It  was  referred  to  a  Committee,  whose  report  you  shall 
be  made  acquainted  with.  As  I  was  that  day  confined  to  my  bed, 
cannot  say  what  strictures  were  made  on  the  subject  by  Congress. 

The  packet  of  copies  was  returned  to  me  from  the  ferry  as  the 
river  was  impassable.  I  this  moment  had  the  honor  of  forwarding 
it  by  Gen^  Wilkinson. 

I  am.  Sir, 

with  very  great  respect, 

Your  Bxcellencys  &  Councils 

very  humble  Servant, 

JON'A  B.  SMITH. 

Directed, 

On  Public  Service — J.  B.  Smith. 
To  His  Excellency  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
Lancaster. 
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War  Office,  FeVj  26, 1778. 
Sir, 

We  are  led  to  address  you  at  this  time  from  the  appearance  of 
new  difficulties,  with  regard  to  the  parchasing  of  provisions  for  the 
annj.  We  have  to  regret  that  mvoh  oonfiDnon  &  eontradiotion  has 
attended  the  management  of  this  affair  from  the  besinning.  Bat 
above  all  we  lament  that  any  jealousies  should  arise  between  those 
who  are  aiming  to  aooomplisb  the  same  point.  God  knows  we  have 
only  one  view,  to  see  that  provisions  are  procured  in  such  quanti- 
ties as  shall  certainly  answer  the  present  &  future  demands  of  the 
aimy.  Who  are  the  procuren  is  to  us  a  matter  of  perfect  indiffer- 
ence. We  wish  not  to  interfere  in  the  business;  on  the  oontraryi 
we  would  gladly  be  rid  of  it,  tho'  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Con- 
{jresa,  we  most  readily  took  upon  us  the  direction  of  it.  Accord- 
ingly, this  board  appointed  two  gentlemen  on  this  side  the  Susque- 
hanna, whose  present  orders  are  to  form  a  magazine  of  6000  bbls. 
of  Flour  at  York  Town,  &  4000  at  Carlisle,  And  to  prevent  any 
claahing  or  confusion,  we  have  sent  instructions  to  the  Comnussion- 
ers  appointed  by  the  law  of  this  State,  on  the  west  side  of  Susque- 
hannah,  to  purchase  only  meat  k  forage.  But  before  the  jreeeipt  of 
those  orders,  those  Commis'*  we  find  had  purchased  considerable 
qnantities  of  Wheat,  to  be  manufactured  into  flour,  &  it  seems  they 
hare  been  directed  to  proceed  in  the  same  way.  The  gentlemen 
apipointed  by  us  finding  this  to  be  the  case,  &  having  at  first  accepted 
the  office  purely  to  do  a  Service  to  the  public,  are  now  desirous  of 
relinquishing  the  business,  fearing,  from  the  appearance  of  things, 
that  they  sludl  meet  with  such  opposition  &  obstructions  as  will  im« 
pede  &  render  them  very  uneasy  in  the  performance  of  their  duty. 
Under  these  circumstances  the  board  would  be  happy  if  Congress 
nuf fat  obtain  from  the  Executive  Council  of  thb  State,  as  fair  & 
fou  information  of  the  steps  they  have  taken,  the  Instructions  given 
their  CommissionerB,  the  progress  they  have  made  in  collecting  pro- 
visions, &  to  what  amount  Congress  may  positively  rely  on  their 
procuring  the  different  species  of  provisions  wanted  for  the  army* 
Prom  such  a  state  of  things  Congress  will  be  enabled  to  judge  whe- 
ther their  supplies  will  be  adequate  'to  the  wants  of  the  army,  or 
Ability  of  the  State  to  forniah  them,  and  whether  it  will  be  at  all 
necessary  for  this  board  to  interfere  in  the  matter.  At  furesent  the 
boainess  is  in  suspence,.  of  w^  the  board  thought  it  their  duty  to 
inform  Congress.  The  Gentlemen  employes!  by  the  board  have 
made  some  purchases  &  contracts,  &  could  complete  the  magazines 
they  were  ordered  to  form,  but  for  the  reasons  above  mentioned  are 
unwilling  to  proceed  any  further,  ^ptill  every  ^pearanee  of  compe- 
tition or  jealousy  shall  be  removeo; 

I  am,  &c. 

H.  G.  Pres*. 

To  his  Ezc'  H.  L.,  Esq.,  Preside,  &c. 
(Copy.) 
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Committee  op  Congress  to  Pbbsident  Wharton,  1778. 

Moore  Hall,  Camp,  Feb'j  28th,  1778. 
[In  Committee  of  Congress.] 

Sir, 

The  Cavalry  of  our  army  rehires  the  most  yigorous  erertiong  to 
be  put  on  so  respectable  a  footing,  as  to  enable  ns  to  meet  the  En- 
emy the  ensuing  Campaign  on  equal  terms.  Ezperienoe  hath  so 
fully  demonstrated  the  yalue  and  importance  of  this  Corps,  not  only 
to  the  ease  and  security  of  the  Troops  in  the  Field,  but  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  faithful  inhabitants  of  the  Country,  whose  persons 
and  property  are  exposed  to  the  depredations  of  ^e  enemy,  that  we 
are  of  opinion  there  is  no  part  of  our  establishment  which  so 
strongly  applies  to  the  feelings  of  the  People  and  calls  for  greater 
attention.  Under  every  disadvantage  which  a  new  raised  Corps  al- 
ways labours,  and  especially  in  a  service  entirely  new,  this  body  hath 
performed  the  most  essential  Services  during  the  last  Campaign. 
What  may  we  not  therefore  now  expect  from  them,  when  experienee 
and  acquaintance  with  their  duty  has  qualified  them  to  discharge  it  J 
When  we  are  become  better  acquainted  with  the  character  of  Ofli- 
€ers,  and  the  Men  are  more  familiarized  to  Danger  and  Discipline.  ^ 

We  promise  ourselves,  Sir,  the  greatest  advantage  from  a  deci< 
mve  Superiority  in  Horse,  in  the  open  Country  where  the  Scene  of 
Action  will  probably  lie,  and  are  the  more  anxious  on  this  Subject 
as  the  Enemy  are  evidently  increasing  their  number  by  every  means 
they  can  devise,  purchasing  and  Stealing  Horses  for  the  purpose 
whenever  they  can  be  found.  They  have  already  two  Troops  of 
Tory  Light  Horse,  who  are  chiefly  employed  in  kidnapping  those 
civil  Officers^  who  are  distinguished  for  their  activity  in  executing  the 
trust  reposed  in  them  by  Government.  The  consequences  of  this 
to  our  infant  States  are  too  obvious  to  need  enumeration.  We  are 
sorry  to  say  they  have  lately  had  such  success  as  will  probably  encou- 
rage theSr  progress  in  this  mischievous  business,  and  extend  it  very  far 
unless  they  meet  with  some  seasonable  check.  We  apprehend  there- 
fore your  Excellency,  arid  the  Gentlemen  in  Authority  with  you, 
will  fully  concur  with  us  in  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  recruit- 
ing this  Corps  with  all  possible  dispatch,  and  favour  us  with  your 
best  assistance  in  so  doing.  The  Regiments  are  nearly  completed 
with  Men,  Natives  of  the  Country,  whose  Ume  of  Service  in  the  In- 
fantry having  expired,  readily  enlisted  in  the  Horse:  These  Men, 
inured  to  fatigue,  danger  and  di^pline,  have  only  to  learn  the  ipe- 
cial  duties  of  that  Service,  and  will  forni  excellent  Dragoons.  The 
great  difficulty  under  which  the  Service  labours  is  the  want  of  Horses 
and  Saddles  to  mount  them.  On  the  one  hand,  to  wait  the  tedious 
process  of  collecting  Horses  in  the  common  mode  by  purchase,  cither 
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bjr  Officers  or  Agents  unoontralled  by  any  immediate  AQthority, 
will  occasion  great  fraud  and  delay.  On  the  otli^r  hand^  to  use  foroa 
in  any  degree  appears  oppressive,  and  leaves  saoh  lasting  discontent 
in  the  minds  of  the  sufferers  as  not  only  sours  and  disaffeots  to  the 
general  Interests  of  the  Country,  but  to  the  particular  State  where 
the  exaction  is  made.  We  hare  been,  therefore,  extremely  solici- 
tous to  find  some  expedient  to  reconcile  these  clashing  Duties,  an 
expedient  which  may  provide  for  the  present  exigence  of  the  Ser- 
vice, without  wounding  too  deeply  those  feelings  and  attachments 
which  all  Men  have  for  their  property  in  a  greater  or  lesser  degree. 
At  length,  Sir,  as  the  Safer  and  more  effeetual  mode,  we  hare  con- 
eluded  to  rely  on  the  wisdom  and  public  Spirit  of  the  Gentlemen  in 
Authority  in  this  and  the^  neiehbouring  States,  and  to  request  their 
exertions  in  the  following  mode.  We  have  made  calculations  of  the 
number  of  Horses  and  common  country  Saddles  and  Bridles  proper 
for  the  Cavalry,  which  may  be  had  from  Virginia,  Maryland,  Dela- 
ware, Pennsylvania  ft  New  Jersey,  respectively.  The  State,  we  anp^ 
poie,  will  then  calculate  what  number  the  Several  Counties  can 
famish  by  a  reasonable  assessment,  and  then  appoint  proper  persons 
in  the  County  to  purchase  them  on  the  best  terms  they  caui  allways 
attending  to  the  following  description.  That  the  Horse  be  Sound 
and  clean  limbed,  not  less  than  Five  years  old  this  Spring,  nor  ex- 
ceeding Twelve  years ;  Geldings,  at  least  14}  hands  nigh,  and  not 
leas  than  one  quarter  blooded.  We  do  not  limit  any  price  either  as 
a  purchase  money,  or  a  compensation  to  those  employed  in  the  buai* 
nees,  because  we  presume  they  will  be  men  of  integrity  and  property, 
who,  besides  the  Interest  they  hayei  in  oommon  with  us,  that  the* 
public  expences  be  not  causelessly  enhanced,  will  have  a  due  regard 
to  thehr  own  characters.  In  order  to  provide  for  payment,  it  is 
proposed  tbat  a  number  of  Loan  Office  Certificates  be  lodged  with 
the  Executive  Authority  of  the  State,  to  be  paid  on  the  Firet  Day 
of  May,  under  such  Limitations  and  Checks  as  will  most  effectually 
goard  against  Eraud  or  Mistake.  The  whole  amount  to  be  finally 
Settled  between  Congress  and  the  State,  when  the  business  is  com- 
pleted. We  must  request  that  the  persons  who  may  be  appointed  to 
make  the  purchases,  be  directed  from  time  to  time  to  make  returns 
of  their  doings  in  this  business  to  yourself,  and  that  you  wou'd 
please  to  order  a  general  return  to  be  made  to  the  Quarter  Master 
General,  and  also  to  the  Board  of  War.  The  number  of  Horses, 
8adles  and  Bridles,  estimated  for  this  State,  is  Two  hundred  and 
fifty,  which  we  believe  will  not  appear  by  any  means  too  large  for 
its  resources.  We  doubt  not  but  on  this  occasion  your  ExceUenoy, 
and  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Legblature,  Will  favor  us  with  a  contin- 
uance of  those  exertions,  the  beneficial  effects  of  which  we  have 
lilready  experienced.  We  greatly  regrot  that  this  business  has  been 
ao  long  debyed,  and  fear  the  Service  will  Suffer  in  consequence  of 
it,  as  some  time  is  necessary  to  train  the  Horses  before  they  oan  be 
brought  into  the  field.    We  hope,  therefore,  it  will  receive  all  pos- 
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■ible  forwardness  firom  the  Gentlemen  who  are  to  take  it  up,  as  the 
utility  of  the  meastuh  will  depend  greatly  on  dlq[»atofa. 

We  are,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient 

bomhle  Servants, 

PEA.  DANA. 
Bj  Order  * 


Prksidbkt  ot  CoiraRESS  to  Prbsident  Whartok,  1778. 

York  Town,  Ist  March,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  your  Excellency  the  24th  nit  by 
the  hand  of  Mr.  Simons. 

Your  Bzoellency  will  be  pleased  to  receive  under  cover  with  tbiB 
ft  be  referred  to,  two  Acts  of  Congress,  Vis. 

1.  The  26th  Febr^y,  for  filling  up  the  Continental  Battalions  ae- 
oompanied  by  a  Return  fix>m  the  War  Offioe  shewing  the  nombeis 
wanted  to  eomplete. 

2.  Of  the  same  date,  for  asoertaiaittg  the  anHmnt  of  neoessaries 
anpplied  British  Pfisonen  of  War,  from  the  conmenoemeikt  of  the 
present  contest 

I  remain  with  great  regard 

Sir,  Your  Excellency's 

obedient  ft  most  humble  servant 

HENRY  LAUREN8,t 

President  of  Congress. 

On  PttbHo  service,  Henry  Laurens. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Su- 
preme Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Lanccster. 

*  Bee  Colon.  Reo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  485— also  see  p.  823,  of  this  VoL 
t  See  Col.  Beo.,  Tol.  XI.,  p.  485. 
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Qso.  Gibson  to  Col.  Ross,  1778« 

LanoBster,  lit  March)  1778. 

Sir, 

Fonr  waggons  with  coTers  are  wanted  immediately  for  the  purpose 
of  oonvejiog  some  cloathing  to  head  quarters,  for  the  use  of  the 
Army,  aa  I  have  reoeived  orders  from  the  hon'ble  the  Boeixd  of  War 
to  send  on.these  Articles  immediately  to  Gamp,  I  most  request  you 
will  pat  it  in  my  Power  to  oomply  with  their  orders  by  procuring 
the  above  carriages  without  Delay. 

I  am  with  respect 

Sir, 

Tour  obed*  Senr*, 

GEO.  GIBSON. 

Direded^ 

Col  Geo.  Boss,  Jun'r^  D.  Q.  M.  G.^  Prea'. 


(Copy)  Letteh  from  Geo.  Gibson  to  Pbes't  Whabton, 

1778.  ^ 

Lancasteri  2d  March,  1778. 

Extract* 

Hay  it  please  your  Ezoellenqy, 

I  had  the  Hon^or  of  writine  to  your  Ezoellency  the  22  ulto.,  in 
whieli  I  informed  your  Excellency  I  had  received  a  letter  from  the 
Board  of  War  with  directions  respecting  7  waggon  loads  of  Qloathing 
that  were  on  the  road  from  Yorlc  to  this  place,  since  which  the  wag- 
gons arrived,  the  directions  from  the  Hon'ble  the  Board  of  War  have 
been  fully  complied  with  except  sending  the  ^oods  to  camp,  three  of 
thewa^ns  that  brought  the  Cloathing  to  this  place  were  impressed, 
the  other  four  are  Continental  property,  the  horses  belonging  to  the 
whole  are  so  emaciated  as  to  be  scarce  able  to  drag  the  empty  waggons. 
Immediately  after  the  arrival  of  these  waggons,  I  made  application 
to  the  D.  (j.  M.  G.,  at  this  place  for  four  wa^ns,  two  days  after  he 
informed  me  that  he  had  waited  on  the  Hon'ole  the  Supreme  Execu- 
tive Council  of  this  State,  &  that  no  waggons  could^be  had,  yesterday 
I  wrote  him  a  note,  the  copy  of  which,  &  his  answer,  I  do  myself  the 
Honor  to  transmit  your  Excellency  as  weU  t^  exculpate  myself  from 
blame  on  aoco't  of  the  detention  of  those  articles  at  this  place  as  to 
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inform  yoar  Excellency  of  tbe  Waggon  Department^  in  thia  County 
&  to  know  how  I  am  to  conduct  myself  in  future,  when  the  senrioe 
may  require  waggons— ehould  any  future  exigency  require  an  imme- 
diate supply,  I  am  sate  they  cannot  be  procured  agreeable  to  the 
present  mode  of  procuring  them  in  time  to  answer  the  demand. 


John  Ghaloner  to  Jambs  Young,  1778. 

Camp  Valley  Forge,  Commissaries  OffioCi  March  2, 1778. 
Sir, 

This  is  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  Col.  Lotterloh,  calling  on 
you  to  stimulate  the  D.  W.  M.  G.,  of  the  Counties  to  forward  the 
waggons  orderd  for  the  commissaries  departm'  as  speedily  as  possibly. 
The  army  will  assuredly  suffer  for  want  of  Provision,  and  thepublick 
Stores  bo  exposed  to  danger,  if  not  soen  removed  to  places  of  safety. 

I  am  unacquainted  from  what  Counties  the  Waggons  are  ordeid, 
but  would  beg  leave  to  hint,  that  very  few  if  any  can  be  expected 
from  Philadelphia,  or  Chester  County.  Suffer  me  again  to  repeat 
our  necessitys,  assuring  you  that  not  one  of  the  180  is  yet  arrived, 
which  should  they  be  detained  much  longer,  tho  army  will  be  redaoed^ 
to  the  necessity^  of  impressing,  to  avoid  which  I  doubt  not  yon  will 
exert  the  powers  you  are  vested  with,  and  in  which  I  hope  you  will 
succeed. 

I  am  JQst  now  informed  that  a  number  of  Country  waggons  oomiog 
from  Lancaster  with  flour,  have  laidi  down  their  loads  on  the  Hone 
Shoe  road,  and  gone  home,  a  practice  so  destructive  to  the  puUick 
weal  as  this  is,  I  doubt  not  you  will  do  your  utmost  to  prevent,  by 
bringing  the  offenders  to  justice,  I  shall  endeavoor  to  obtain  their 
names  and  pkces  of  abode  and  ahould  I  auoceed  therein  shall  inform 
you.  • 

I  am  Sir, 

your  most  hble  serv* 

JOHN  CHALONER. 

Directed^ 

James  Young,  Esq.,  W.  M.  G.  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
Beading. 

%)  Express. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  ITIS.  821 

Jamxs  Yoitnq  to  Timothy  Matlaok,  1778.     . 

Sir, 

Having  jast  received  the  inclosed  letters,  of  vbich  have  taken  a 
Gopj,  I  beg  they  may  be  laid  before  Conoeil.  Although  I  do  every 
thiqg  in  my  power  to  assist  the  army  I  am  greatly  disappointed.  I 
had  repeated  the  orders  of  Council  of  the  29"*  Jan.,  to  all  the  Waggon 
Masters,  that  the  Waggons  then  ordered  were  to  remain  in  Camp 
till  relieved,  which  I  promised  to  order  as  soon  as  I  was  informed 
their  respective  Qaotas  were  arrived  there.  The  Waggons  of  this 
Coanty  are  constantly  employed  in  carrying  flour  &  forage  to  Schulkil 
t  then  transported  by  Water,  which  forwards  the  supplies,  at  the 
ame  time  the  Roads  are  almost  impassible  with  loaded  Waggons. 
I  beg  the  Hon^^«  Council's  orders  what  I  shall  do  with  the  Waggon 
Master  k  his  Assistant,  whom  Coll.  Lutterloh  is  sending  prisoners 
tome.  Coil.  HoUer  is  very  Vigiient  in  assisting  me  in  this  County. 

The  Express  from  Camp  informs  me  that  he  yesterday  met  a 
Brigade  of  Waggons  baded  irith  Hay,  Ac,  near  Gamp,  I  suppose 
iiam  Lancaster  County.  *^ 

I  am  very  Respectfully, 

Sir, 

Your  most  obed*  Serv*. 

JAS.  YOUNG. 

Beading  2*  March,  1778. 

*  To  Timothy  Matlack^  Esq',  Secretary  of  the  SUte  of  Pennsylvania, 
Lmoaster. 

On  Public  Service,  J.  Young,  W,  M.  G.,  &o.,  2«  March,  0  o'clock, 
P.  H.    ^  Express  Charles  Qobin. 

(The  following  are  the  letters  referred  to,  Nos.  1  &  2.) 

No.  1. 

John  Chaloner  to  Colonel  Biddle,  1778. 

Sir, 

The  two  Brigades  from  Northampton  County,  which  you  was  kind 
enough  to  spare  us  to  go  to  Elk,  arrived  last  evenin|^,  were  ordered 
to  unload  and  go  to  your  forrage  yard  for  orders,  but  instead  thereof 
attempted  to  cross  the  river  and  desert  heme,  in  which  attempt 
MTeial  teams  were  lost  and  several  men  drowned,  the  particalars  of 

14* 


«22  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1778. 

wbioh  we  cannot  ascertain,  as  the  teams  that  got  over  made  their 
escape  aoidis  gome  off.  One  of  the  Waggon  H**-  Hiohael  Snyder,  ia 
sent  to  you  and  hope  he  may  meet  with  his  deserts.  He  also 
accompanied  the  teams  across,  bat  left  his  horse  in  the  Riyeri  who 
retnmed  and  is  the  occasion  of  coming  back. 

I  am,  D'  Sir, 

Yonr  most  bble  Servant. 

JOHN  CHALONBE. 
Peb'ry  26, 1778. 

Directedf 

Colonel  Clement  Biddle^  Forrage  M*"  General. 


No.  2. 

Coll.  Lutterloh  to  James  Toung,  1778. 

Sir, 

The  incldsed  letter  will  show  yon,  what  Villany  has  been  oontnTed 
by  the  Waggoners  of  the  Teams  send  to  onr  assistance.  The  Waggon 
Master  mentioned  is  a  Prisoner  and  shall  be  brought  to  yon  which, 
is  judged  the  best  mode  to  make  an  example  of  him  to  Deter  others 
froin  the  like  attempt  But  if  wd  cannot  put  more  confidence 
in  those  fellows,  what  shall  we  do  F  to  guard  them  all  wonld  be 
impossible.  Therefore  you  must  appoint  persons  as  Waggon  Mas- 
ters who  will  do  their  duty  and  keep  their  men  together.  I  do  not 
know  what  to  do;  no  Waggons  arrived  but  those  I  mentioned,  and 
the  run  of  aeain.  I  beg  you  will  make  immediate  Beport  to  the 
President  and  request  all  possible  exertion  to  assist  our  army.  The 
Danger  of  wanting  the  Waggons  is  great  and  as  I  have  fulfilled  n^y 
duty  in  stating  it  often,  every  blame  must  fall  on  those  whose  fault 
it  is  if  any  bad  accident  should  happen. 

I  have  th#  honor  to  be. 

Sir,  Your  most  oV  hi.  S. 

H.  LUTTERLOH. 

Walley  forge,  Peby.  29, 1778. 

P.S.  The  Prisoner  shall  be  brought  to  you  directly. 

By  Letter  from  M'  Thompson,  W.  M.  of  Bucks,  t  am  to  expect 
no  Waggons  from  him,  all  that  he  can  command  being  engaged  in 
service,  &  none  yet  come  from  Lancaster  or  Berks  Counties  nor  from 
Ohester. 

Directed, 
To  J.  Young,  Esq',  Waggon  Master  Gkneral|  at  Beading. 
Per  Expi^ss;  on  pnbUc  bnaiDess. 
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Resolutions  op  Congress,  1778. 

In  Congress,  March  2, 1778. 

Whereas  it  is  essential  to  the  .operations  of  the  army,  during  the 
next  campaign,  that  the  most  vigorous  measures  should  forthwith  he 
adopted  for  forming  a  hodj  of  horse,^  upon  such  principles  as  are 
most  likely  to  advance  the  puhlic  interest,  and  the  honour  of  the 
officers  and  men  who  compose  the  same.  And,  whereas  in  times  of 
pablie  danger,  when  the  lives,  liherties,  and  property  of  a  free  people 
are  threatened  by  a  foreign  and  barbaroos  enemy,  it  is  the  duty  of 
those,  who  enjoy,  in  a  peculiar  degree,  the  gifts  of  fortune  and  of  « 
cohivated  understanding,  to  stand  forth,  in  a  disinterested  manner, 
in  the  defence  of  their  country,  and  by  a  laudable  example  to  rouse 
and  animate  their  countrymen  to  deeds  worthy  of  their  brave  ances- 
tors and  of  the  sacred  cause  of  freedom. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  young  gentlemen 
of  property  and  spirit  in  the  states  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  Rhode  Island,  Conneoticut,  New  York,  New  Jersy,  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  forthwith  to  con* 
ititite  within  their  respeotive  States,  a  troop  or  troops  of  light  cal- 
vary, to  serve  at  their  own  ezpence,  (except  in  the  article  of  provisions 
for  tbemselvesi  and  forage  for  their  horses)  until  the  3l8t  December 
nezt. 

That  each  troop  so  to  be  raised  consbt  of  not  less  than  twenty  nor 
more  than  sixty,  rank  and  file ;  that  they  have  a  right  to  chuse  their 
own  officers,  who  shall  receive  continental  commissions,  and  that  they 
nndetvons  at  the  main  army  on  the  first  day  of  May  next,  or  at  an 
earlier  period,  if  possible. 

That,  in  order  to  exdte  a  proper  spirit  of  emulation  in  these  troops, 
and  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  appropriating  that  fame,  which 
their  respective  merits  may  entitle  them  to,  during  the  campaign, 
each  troop  shall  bear  the  name  of  the  State  in  which  it  is  raised. 

That  these  troops,  when  rabed,  shall  not  serve  as  expres8es,.except 
in  time  of  action,  nor  as  eaeorts  to  the  person  of  any  General,  except 
that  of  the  Commander  of  the  army  with  whom  they  serve,  unless, 
with  their  own  choice. 

That  every  horse  which  shall  be  killed  and  every  horse  and  all 
arms  and  accoutrements  which  shall  be  taken  by  the  enemy  in  action, 
shall  be  paid  for  by  the  United  States ;  the  value  to  be  ascertained 
nnder  the  direction  of  the  Commander  in  Chief;  and  all  booty  taken 
from  the  enemy  shall  belong  to  the  troop  by  whom  it  shall  be  taken. 

Rttolvedf  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  government  of  the 
respective  States  to  countenance  and  encourage  this  design;  and 
that  the  Board  of  War  transmit  to  them  forthwith  copies  of  the  fore-* 
going  resolutions,  together  with  a  descriptive  list  of  the  accoutrementar 
necessary  for  man  and  horse. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

CHARLES  THOMSON;  Secretary. 
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List  of  Necetsaries  and  AceauiremenU/ar  each  Sbrteman, 

!•  A  well  tempered  sword,  the  blade  straight,  and  three  feet  long 
with  the  back  sbaroened  up  six  inches  from  the  point ;  an  opeiT 
goard  about  the  hift|  that  will  be  Hght  and  jet  defend  the  hand  ] 
with  a  scabbard  of  substantial  leather  without  wood. 

2.  A  carbine,  fusee,  or  short  blunderbuss;  the  barrel  of  the 
blunderbuss  not  to  ezoeed  two  feet  in  length. 

3.  A  pair  of  pistols  and  holsters. 

4.  A  sword  belt— a  belt  for  the  earbine,  with  a  running  swivel 
that  will  slip  to  any  part  of  the  belt. 

5.  A  cartridge  box  to  buckle  round  the  waist,  with  twelve  tin 
pipes  for  the  cartridges. 

6.  A  helmet  of  jacked  leather,  and  effectually  guarded  by  several 
rows  of  small  chains,  iron  or  steel  hoopes ;  or  a  hat  with  a  steel  or 
iron  scull  piece  inside  the  crown. 

7.  A  saddle,  saddle  cloth,  breast  plate,  cmpperj  saddle  straps  and 
pad. 

8.  Saddle  bags,  connected  by  two  broad  straps,  in  the  eoaunon 
Ctthioo,  and  not  a  portmantua. 

'  9.  A  double  reined  bridle,  with  curb  and  snaffle  bit,  and  a  halter. 

10.  A  cloak  sufficient  to  cover  all  the  arms  and  accoutrements, 
and  which  is  to  serve  also  in  the  place  of  a  blanket. 

11.  Boots  and  spurs. 

ThesoL  articles,  made  as  near  as  may  be  aocording  to  the  above 
directions,  with  a  good  horse,  will  fii^eaoh  man  Cm:  the  lield.''^ 


Geo.  Boss  to  Col.  Gibson,  1778. 

Lancaster,  2d  Mareii,  1773. 
Sir, 

I  reoe'd  your  note  desiring  me  to  furnish  four  Waggon  for  the  pu^ 
pose  of  conveying  some  doathing  to  Head  quarters.  I  am  sorry 
that  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  Informing  you  that  it  is  out  of  my 
Power  to  furnish  them  until  I  can  send  off  an  Express  to  the  W. 
Master  General  of  this  Oounty,  who  lives  about  1^  miles  from  this. 
A  similar  Application  happened  last  Wednesday  by  a  Lieui  Gamble 
for  5  teams  for  the  same  purpose.  I  did  not  know  where  to  applyi 
the  W.  Master  of  this  district  being  gone  with  some  teams  to  C^mp- 
I  however  Determined  to  wait  on  the  President  &  Oouncil  to  know 
what  was  to  be  done,  they  told  me  they  knew  of  no  other  method 
than  by  sending  off  an  Express  to  the  W.  Master  of  the  Comity, 

♦  Inclosed  ia  Letter  from  Gen.  QaUs,  Mar.  7,  p.  889.   See  pi«o  810. 
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whieh  I  immediltely  did^  he  oame  down,  and  to  my  great  surprise 
told  me  they  coold  not  be  had — that  he  had  reoe'd  orders  for  a 
eertain  quota,  and  that  he  had  been  making  them  up  &  Ooald  procure 
DO  more  without  farther  orders-*-for  whieh  he  appiy'd  to  Gonncil  & 
then  was  told  they  could  give  him  no  farther  assistance  in  the  W. 
Deptrtment,  bat  that  the  Assembly  perhaps  might  see  the  Inoon* 
TenieDce  k  remedy  the  law ;  that  they  had  gone  as  far  as  anthorized 
by  the  Law,  in  sppointing  bim  a  W  Master  for  this  Ooanty,  &  that 
he  had  appointed  his  Deputies  in  Battalion  Districts,  according  to  the 
Lsw.  Then  in  this  hopeful!  situation  the  W.  Department  is.  In  order 
to  forward  Mr.  Qamble's  Cloathing  I  have  sent  off  two  of  my 
Forage  teams  &  2  Continental  teams,  which  happened  to  be  here^ 
Indeed  the  prospect  of  sending  the  quota  of  teams  from  this 
County  is  very  disoonraging,  several  Brigades  which  were  not  to  be 
kn  tlum  12,  to  my  certain  knowledge«  are  gone  to  camp  with  but  7^ 
k  farther,  the  W.  Master  of  this  District  told  me  that  he  coidd  not 
get  a  Constable  to  execute  a  Warrant  for  bringing  in  some  teams 
which  had  been  wam'd  &  refus'd  to  attend. 

In  short,  I  am  afraid  if  the  Army  depends  on  the  present  mode 
of  proeuring  teams  they  will  be  disappointed,  for  over  &  above  the 
quota  to  be  raised  I  am  called  upon  every  day  for  more  or  lees  teams. 
k  shall  be  obliged  on  every  application,  as  I  am  on  yours,  to  send 
off  ttt  Express  to  the  W.  Master,  which  will  delay  the  team  or  teams 
It  least  8  days.  These,  Sir,  are  the  difficulties  the  Department 
labour  under,  &  which  I  wish  you  and  the  whole  army  to  know. 
I  am;  Sir,  % 

With  respect, 

Your  humble  Serv*, 

Q.  IIOSS,  J',  D.  Q.  M.  G. 

Directed^ 
To  Col.  Gibson,  Pres'. 


COIJNCH.  TO  GbNBEAL  WASHINaTON,  1778, 

In  Council; 

Lancasteri  March  2*,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  have*  the  honor  of  yours  of  the  28*  Febro',  whieh  I  laid  before 
Coonci].  I  hope  as  the  Militia  called  out  are  chiefly  arrived  at  Gen. 
I^cey's  Camp,  they  will  secure  the  Counties  of  Bucks  ft  Philad.. 
from  any  further  insults  ft  ravages  of  the  Enemy,  (unless  they  come 
oat  in  force)  who,  I  am  sorry  to  find,  have  been  but  too  successful. 
Gen.  Lacey,  I  am  informed,  is  active,  but  I  think  cannot  have  as 
mnch  experience  as  his  command  re<|uires  ;  he  will  therefore  stand 
n  need  of  your  Excellency's  directions  from  time  to  time ;  thiS; 
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I  am  confident  he  will  reeeire :  so  that  I  hope  shoillj  (o  hear  &Tor- 
•ble  aooonnts  from  that  quarter. 

At  this  time  of  distress,  when,  with  every  ezertioiii  a  Boffioieot 
quantity  of  Cloathing  eannot  be  provided  for  the  troops^  the  loss  of 
those  which  Gol.  Stewart  oolleotedi  is  severely  felt ;  add  to  this  the 
Captivity  of  oar  officers  and  many  of  the  inhabitants — ^tibese  tbiDgs 
are  mnch  to  be  lamented,  yet  I  doubt  not  with  vigilance  &  pereeyer- 
»noe  in  this,  our  righteous  cause^we  shall  surmount  all  these  difficuU 
ties,  and,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  soon  see  an  end  to  them.-^I  wm 
lavord  with  a  Letter  from  Col.  Stewart  on  the  subject  of  his  disap- 
pointmient  Council  will  bear  it  in  mind,  and  endeavor  to  relieve  the 
wants  of  his  Battalion  as  well  as  the  others  of  this  State. 

Bespeoting  the  Petition  of  the  recmiting  officers,  a  copy  of  whicfi 
your  Excellency  enclosed,  I  beg  leave  to  mention,  that  Council  ioti- 
mated  their  difficulties  to  the  House  of  Assembly  now  sitting,  who 
immediately  allowed  them  a  bounty  of  sixteen  dollars  in  addition  to 
the  Eight  dollars  given  by  Congress ;  so  tha^  for  each  recruit  the; 
now  receive  £9.0 ;  this  sum,  I  hope,  will  be  satisfactory  to  them,  it 
will  encourage  the  industrious,  and  be  the  means,  I  expect,  of  pro- 
curing many  recruits — ^but  I  fear  will  not  fully  answer  the  grand 
purpose*— as  the  assembly  are  now  met,  perhaps  they  may  adopt  some 
additional  plan— I  know  it  employs  the  thoughts  of  some  of  the 
members.— The  Letter  to  the  reoruiting  Officers  shall  be  forwarded, 
&  they,  with  the  others,  made  acquainted  with  the  allowance  gWen  bj 
the  House. 

Much  depends  M.  the  Harmony  and  confidence  which  the  troops 
have  in  each  other  when  collected  together  for  our  own  defence— 
and  any  thing  short  of  this  may  be  attended  with  bad  consequences 
— Council,  perfectly  well  knowing  the  great  attention  which  your 
Exoelly  has  always  paid  to  this  point,  were  induced  to  hint  their 
fears  on  that  head  lest  it  should  not  have  come  so  soon  to  your 
knowledge.  The  unhappy  affray  at  the  Compass,  I  flatter  myselfi 
will  not  prove  so  injurious  to  the  public  as  Council  once  thought; 
some  of  the  principal  people  accused  of  the  Murder  of  Lieu*  Hammon, 
are  taken  &  confined  in  the  Gaol  of  this  borough,  and  search  is 
making  for  the  others,  and  every  exertion  shall  be  used  to  bring  the 
offenders  to  condign  punishment. 

Tour  Excelly's  Letter  of  the  19  Feb'y,*  with  the  Address  to  the 
people  to  induce  them  to  prepare  their  Cattle  for  the  use  of  the 
Army,  in  the  Months  of  May,  June  &  July  next,  will  be  inserted 
in  the  next  Paper,  with  a  Proclamation  from  Council,  a  Copy^  of 
which  I  take  the  Uberty  to  enclose  to  your  ExceU'y^  ^ing,  with 
great  respect, 

your  Excell/s  Most  obedient 

Hum*  serv^ 

Indoricdf 
To  his  Excellency,  General  Washington, 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XT.,  p.  428. 
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Council  to  John  Lesher,  &€.,  Commissioners,  1778. 

Id  Conncily 

Lancaster,  March  2nd,  1778. 

G^ilemen : 

Ton  being  appointed  bj  the  Honorable  house  of  General  Assembly 
to  be  Commissioners  for  purchasing  Provisions,  &o.  in  the  Gonntj  of 
Berks,  and  this  business  requiring  the  utmost  and  immediate  exertion 
of  every  power  you  possess,  we  embrace  the  first  opportunity  of  for- 
warding to  you  a  eopy  of  the  instructions  given  by  Goundl  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  other  Counties,  which  instructions  you  are  to  ob- 
serve and  follow.  We  also  send  you  the  supplement  to  the  supply  Law. 
'*  The  Council  apprehend  that  a  number  of  boats  suitable  to  convey 
Provisions  down  the  river  SchuyUril  may  be  had  at  and  near  Beading, 
tad  as  the  Waggon  service  is  likely  to  be  a  vety  heavy  one,  We 
recommend  it  to  you  to  hire  as  many  of  those  boats  as  will  carry  the 
aeoessary  supplies  from  your  County  to  Camp ;  and  if  you  cannot 
kire  as  many  as  shall  be  necessary  for  this  purpose,  you  are  to  apply 
to  a  justice  of  the  Peace  for  his  Warrant  to  impress  them.  Any 
repairs  which  you  may  judge  necessary  to  render  the  boats  fit  for 
service,  is  to  be  done  as  expeditiously  as  possible,  and  the  cost  of  it 
deducted  from  the  hire  of  them. 

To  John  Lesher,  Yalentine  Eckhart,  Michael  Crause  &  Christian 
Lauer,  jun',  Berk's  Co. 


COUNOIL  TO  PkES.  op  CONGRESS,  1778. 

In  Council. 

Lancaster,  March  8',  1778. 

Sir, 

Tour  Excellency's  several  favours  of  the  twenty-seventh  and 
twenty-ninth  of  January;  of  the  eighth,  tenth,  twenty-fiist  and 
twenty-fourth  of  February,  were  received  in  due  time. 

The  six  blank  commissions,  &c.,  for  private  ships  of  war,  have 
been  transmitted  to  the  navy-board  of  this  state,  in  expectation  that 
^oy  will  be  necessary  to  fit  out  some  boats  for  the  river  Delaware. 
^  application  is  now  made  by  several  Qentlcm'en  for  commissions 
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of  this  kind,  I  mtut  beg  the  &voiir  of  joa  to  forwwd  a  few  more  of 
them  by  the  fir9t  opportanitj. 

The  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  twenty-third  bstant,  [alt.  T]  has 
been  published,  acoorainff  to  your  direotioDS,  by  order  of  Council. 
There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  but  that  the  General  Assembly  ot  this 
state  will  attend  to  the  evident  necessity  of  enacting  a  law  for  the 
e£fectaal  recovery  of  debts  due  to  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  distress  to  which  his  Bxcellency  General  Washington  has 
been  reduced  by  the  want  x)f  timely  snppliesi  must  give  pain  to 
every  heart  capable  of  being  affected  by  the  injnries  done  to  the 
brave  and  generous.    You  may  be  assured,  Sir,  that  this  Conncil 
have  seen  and  lamented  bis  sitaation,  and  have  done  every  thing  in 
our  power  to  relieve  him.    Bepeated  and  pressing  instructions  have 
been  given  to  the  waggon  masters  to  use  the  utmost  diligence  ia 
complying  with  the  law,  so  as  to  yield  as  early  as  possiblei  all  the 
assistance  in  their  power  toward  a  full  supply  of  waggons.    Had  an 
earlier  attention  been  given  to  this  important  service,  by  those  who 
have  had  the  direction  of  the  department  on  which  this  depends,  and  a 
larger  circle  round  the  seveml  plaoes  where  the  demands  for  waggons 
have  been  greatest  and  most  frequent,  it  is  probable  that  theHate 
inconveniences  might  have  been  avoided,  and  any  sudden  emergency 
readily  supplied  by  the  waggons  near  our  tow&a ;  But  these,  by 
repeated  sudden  demands,  are  now  almost  worn  out,  and  the  hones 
rendered  incapable  of  the  severe  task  of  travelling  thro'  the  present 
excessive  bad  roads.    This  service  falls  extremely  heavy  on  this 
state.    It  may  deserve  the  jierious  attention  of  Congress  or  the 
Board  of  war,  to  enquire  whether  some  assistance  from  the  other 
Btates  will  not  be  absolutely  necessary  in  the  waggon  service.    The 
efforts  of  Pennsylvania  in  this  way  has  been  very  sCreuuous  through- 
out the  war.     While  the  army  was  in  the  neighbouring  states  great 
numbers  of  our  Teams  were  in  the  service;  but  there  does  not 
appear  to  be  any  considerable  assistance  from  the  adjoining  states  in 
the  present  great  extremity. 

The  abuses  committed  by  the  Quarter  masters  in  procuring  wag- 
gons, of  which  the  people  of  this  state  loudly  loomplained,  induced 
the  General  Assembly  to  pass  an  act  to  regulate  this  business  for 
the  mutual  advantage  of  the  people,  of  the  state,  and  of  the  general 
service.  This  act,  which  I  have  the  honor  now  to  enclose  to  yonr 
Excellency,  took  e£bet  on  the  twentieth  of  last  month,  which  is  one 
day  later  than  the  date  of  M'.  Buer's  letter,  which  contains  that 
most  extraordinary  paragraph  relating  to  waggons,  upon  which  the 
Council  forbear  to  make  any  remarks.  But  submit  it  to  the  candour 
of  Congress,  as  being  a  circumstance  of  which  we  are  wholly  nn- 
acquainted.  It  may,  however,  be  proper  to  say  that  Council  have 
not,  on  any  occasion)  thrown  the  least  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  the  Quarter  master  or  his  deputies,  at  any  time,  or  by  any  means 
discouraged  the  impressing  of  waggons  when  those  officers  hsve 
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jadned  it  to  be  necessary,  But  on  the  contrary,  have  given  them, 
when  asked,  countenance  and  all  the  assistance  in  our  power. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect, 

Your  Ezoellenoys 

#        Very  humble  Servant. 

M^  Syxnons  is  referred  to  the  direction  of  His  Excellency  Qeneral 
Washington. 

IHrededj 
To  His  Excellency  Henry  LaurenS;  Esq*.,  I^csident  of  Cougress. 


Council  fo  Commis'rs  fob  CoLLEcriNa  Provisions,  1778. 

In  Council. 

Lancaster,  March  3, 1778. 
(Circular.) 

Gent.,  » 

The  want  of  a  regular  suppljiof  Provisions  and  Forage  In  the 
amy  is  very  alarming,  and  I  am  therefore  constrained  again  to  urge 
you  not  to  delay  a  moment  in  forwarding  to  camp  meat  of  every 
kind  and  forage,  agreable  to  the  instructions  which  yon  have  already 
leoeived.  On  the  exertions  of  this  state  our  worthy  (General  fully 
depends  for  a  present  supply ;  I  therefore  entreat  you  to  exert  your- 
self in  this  necessary  business,  which  will  not  only  tend  to  relieve 
the  wants  of  our  brave  troops,  exposed  to  every  hardship  in  this  in- 
clement season,  but  will  iJso  wipe  off  the  unmerited  aspersions 
thrown  upon  the  good  people  of  this  Commonwealth  by  many  who 
have  long  wbhed  for  its  political  ruin. 

A  Supplement  to  the  Supply  Bill  is  inclosed  for  your  further 
information. 

By  order  of  Council. 

To  the  Commissioners  of  the  several  counties  for  collecting 
provisions. 
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James  Young  to  T.  Matlack,  1778, 

Sir, 

Since  I  wrote  yea  yesterday  by  ezpresS;  I  haye  another  tbis  day 
from  Gamp,  and  now  inclose  ^n  Mr.  Cfaaloner  &  Mr.  Thompsona 
letters  to  show  the  Hon^'*  Oouncil  the  Difficulties  we  are  put  to.  I 
haye  also  letters  from  OoU.  Lntterloh,  Q.  M.  G.,  expressing  the  dis- 
tresses of  our  army,  I  hope  the  Council  will  order  the  Militia  to 
guard  the  Waggons  to  where  they  may  be  ordered ;  The  inclosed  to 
Mr.  Bayley  I  beg  you  to  forward.  I  find  that  the  Assistant  Waggon 
Masters,  which  are  not  to  exceed  one  in  each  Battalion  District,  by 
Act  of  Assembly,  are  too  few,  am  therefore  under  the  necessity  to 
direct  the  County  Wag"  Masters  that  the  public  business  must  not 
be  delay'd  on  that  account,  but  to  appoint  more  as  necessity  requires, 
and  trust  to  the  good  intention  of  the  Legislature  that  none  would 
suffer  who  act  for  the  best  purposes.  Experience  only  can  point 
out  the  Defects  of  a  Law.  I  am  call'd  on  to  know  how  the  Waggon- 
ers are  to  be  paid,  Their  quick  payment  would  be  yery  Essential  to 
the  public  Seryioe, 

I  am  yery  respectfully  Sir, 

your  yery  Obed^  Serv*.  ^ 

JA'S  YOUNO. 

Beading,  8'  March,  1778. 

Should  there  not  be  a  seyere  penalty  imposed  on  those  Assistant 
Waggon  Masters  who  undertake  the  service,  and  after  several  days 
resign,  without  sufficient  reason,  which  greatly  xetaids  the  service. 

Directed^ 

On  public  Service.  J.  Young,  W.  M.  G.  of  P. 
To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esquire,  SecreUry  to  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Lancaster. 


JOHK  BOKDFIKLD  TO  PbbSIDBNT  WhARTON,   1778. 

Bordeaux,  4  March,  1778. 
Hon^i*  Tho.  Wharton,  jun',  Pensilvania. 

Duplicate. 
Dear  Sir, 

We  wish  this  may  meet  you  Safely  returned  to  your  home,  the 
latest  advices  received  promised  us  the  necessity  Genl.  Howe  lay 
under  of  Speedily  evacuating  Philadelphia,  but  the  assurance  being 
built  on  Conjecture  we  must  receive  more  accurate  accounts  to 
Satisfy  our  belief. 
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This  Nation  acts  more  Openly  than  She  has  hitherto  done,  the 
Continental  Ships  and  many  private  Ships  Sailed  from  Nante  nnder 
eonvoy  of  Ten  Sail  of  French  Men  of  War,  we  hope  for  yoor  relief 
they  may  get  Safe  in,  otherways  a  meeting  at  Sea  of  the  English 
Squadron  might  be  attended  with  favorable  Circumstances;  as  hos- 
tilities oonld  not  be  avoided. 

Advice  from  India  mentions  the  arrival  of  a  French  Fleet  on  the 
Cotst  of  Malabar,  India  Stock  in  one  Day  fell  four  ^  C^  nothing 
less  than  a  General  revolution  b  expected  in  them  parts  to  the  pre- 
jt^iee  of  England ;  the  Suspention  of  the  American  War,  from  the 
debates  in  the  house  of  Commons  appears  resolved  on,  they  are 
framing  proposals  of  accommodation  for  your  consideration ;  they 
tpprehend  France  has  concluded  a  treaty,  and  dread  thereby  being 
excluded  from  participating  in  your  rich  commerce  of  the  States,  to 
which  is  supposed  many  other  leading  objects  that  rendered  a  League 
with  America  indispensible,  and  it  may  be  Said  that  at  this  Bay 
on  Uie  new  States  of  America  depend  the  Ballance  of  Europe. 

We  continue  our  Commercial  operations  to  the  full  extent  of  our 
means,  but  the  Short  returns  or  rather  no  returns  hurts  us,  not 
karing  Capital  to  proceed  with,  and  the  Situation  of  affairs  will  not 
give  room  with  prudence  to  Speculate  without,  aU  I  can  do  at  this 
time  IS  to  encourage  the  enterprising  Spirit  of  adventuring  by  the 
Merchants  here  settled,  in  which  I  have  been  instrumental  to  up- 
wards oi  thirty  expeditions.  Since  January  1777,  there  has  been 
cleared  at  the  port  Ninety  four  sail  for  different  ports  in  the  United 
States,  whereof  as  I  mention  above  only  four  Vessels  have  yet  got 
bade,  you  therefore  will  Suppose  the  adventure  much  damps,  and 
has  caused  a  backwardness  in  the  underwriters.  Some  of  whom  have 
Sigu'd  to  120  Policies,  yet  open  the  present  premiums  for  the  round 
^0  ^  C,  which  So  enhances  the  value  of  Freights  that  fourCapitals 
for  one  will  not  realize  the  outset. 

Mr.  Thomas  Morris  Died  at  Nantz  the  Beginning  of  last  Month. 
Mr.  Wm.  Lee  remains  now  Sole  Continental  Agent,  I  have  it  in  my 
power  to  serve  the  State  in  that  line,  my  Connections  in  this  King- 
dom are  Capital,  and  should  esteem  to  render  them  as  they  are 
capable  to  the  United  States  useful,  too  much  opening  for  Com- 
plaint has  been  given  owing  to  channels  employed  to  transact  the 
Pnblick  Bnisness,  we  are  at  the  Source  of  the  Woollen  Manufac- 
tories, can  supply  at  Short  Notice  any  quantity,  and  our  port  is 
Situated  to  Command  every  advantage  in  enabling  us  to  Dispatch 
Buisness,  with  the  tender  of  my  best  Service  I  remain  with  Sincero 
Utatebment^ 

Dear  Sir, 

your  very  hhb.  serv*, 

JOHN  BONDFIELD. 
IXrected, 

The  Hon'ble  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  President  of  Council  of  the 
State  of  Penusylvania^  in  Pennsylyania. 
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Navy  Boakd  to  P&bsidkhx  Wharton,  1778. 

Trenton,  Uarefa  Sth,  1778. 

The  Board  reoeiyed  a  Letter  from  General  Washington,  denring 
118  to  take  out  the  Cannon,  &o.|  from  the  Gallejs,  and  tiien  carry 
them  to  a  Greek  and  sink  them,  a  copy  of  which  letter  your  £xoel- 
lencj  has  inclosed.  The  Galleys  are  now  fitted,  and  some  fallen 
down  as  low  as  Borden  Town^  and,  had  not  a  spell  of  very  bad 
weather  come  on,  they  would  have  been  as  far  as  Burlington.  The 
People  on  both  sides  the  River  are  very  uneasy,  and  fear  they  shall 
be  plundered,  if  the  Galleys  do  not  protect  themi  and  as  we  can 
eompleatly  man  six  or  seven  of  the  Galleys,  we  think  they  will 
protect  the  River,  and  prevent  any  of  their  craft  from  coming  up 
to  plunder  the  Towns  and  Inhabitants  along  the  shores,  which  they 
certainly  will,  if  the  Galleys  are  totally  laid  by.  If  they  are  laid 
by,  all  the  vessels  at  Borden  Town  will  soon  be  destroyed,  as  two  or 
three  small  Boats  maj  easily  do  it.  The  General's  letter  we  showed 
to  Governor  Livingston,  who  advises,  by  no  means,  to  sink  the 
Galleys.  We  have  sent  this  off  by  Express  to  your  Ezcelleney, 
praying  your  advice  and  order  on  this  matter.  How  we  shall  !«• 
move  the  Cannon  I  cannot  tell,  as  we  can  find  no  carriage  to  carry 
them.  Mr.  Pancas  was  here  some  time  ago,  and  said  he  would  send 
some  Travelling  carriages  to  us,  but  we  have  never  heard  any  Thing 
more  from  him.  If  your  Excellency  would  send  to  Col.  Flower, 
and  ask  him  to  forward  the  Carriages  down,  we  would  then  easily 
remove  the  Cannon. 

I  am, 

By  Order  of  the  Board, 

your  most  obedient  serv^ 

W'M  BRADFORD. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esqr.,  President  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Lancaster. 
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Gbksral  Washington  to  Navy  Boabd,  1778. 

Head  Qnarters,  Valley  Forge,  March  2d,  1778. 
Gentlemen, 

As  the  (Hllies  can  now  be  of  no  servioe  in  the  River,  and  the 
Eoemj  have  it  in  their  Power  to  get  them  into  their  Posflession, 
with  all  their  Cannon  and  Stores,  I  beg  leave  strongly  to  reoommend 
it  to  the  Board,  without  delay,  to  evacuate  them  of  their  Ganncm 
and  Stores,  and  removing  these  to  a  place  of  security,  in  some  into- 
lior  Part  of  the  Country — to  carry  the  Galleys  up  into  some  of  the 
Creeks  and  have  them  sunk.  If  there  should  be  any  other  Vessels 
beloD|png  to  the  State  in  the  River,  I  would  mean  to  comprehend 
tbem,  and  if  there  should  be  any  Stores  at  Borden  Town,  or  other 
Places  on  the  River,  these  also  ought  to  be  removed  to  a  place  of 
Safety.  We  can  reap  no  advantage  from  keeping  the  Gallics,  Can- 
non and  Stores,  in  such  an  exposed  situation,  and  if  they  should  fall 
iDto  the  Hands  of  the  Enemy,  which  they  would  in  all  jHrobability 
do,  the  Gallics  would  be  useful  to  them,  and  the  Cannon  and  Stores 
would  be  no  inconsiderable  loss  to  us. 

I  am, 

Gentlemen, 

your  most  obedient  scrv', 

G«  WASHINGTON.* 

(Copy.) 


MiMOBIAL  OF  OOUNCIL  AND  ASSBMBLT  TO  CONGRBSS,  1778. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  Representation  of  the  President  k  Council,  and  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Penn8ylvania.f 

The  great  importance  of  establishing  the  necessary  magazines  for 
the  Continental  army,  and  the  dependance  which  we  apprehended 
Congress  had  on  the  exertions  of  this  State,  to  obtain  Wheat  and 
Flour  for  this  purpose,  have  induced  the  Council  and  General  As- 
Bcmbly  to  enquire  what  has  been  the  occasion  of  the  delay  in  this 
business,  and  to  trace  the  misunderstanding  which  has  arisen  to  the 
place  where  it  took  rise,  and,  if  possible,  to  remedy  the  mistakes 
which  have  been  made,  before  it  is  too  late.    The  Qeaeral  Assembly 

♦  Kcfeired  to  in  foregoilfg. 

f  Referred  to  Min.  Coun ,  Vol.  XL,  p.  484. 
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rejoioiDg  in  an  opportnnity  of  showing  their  seal  in  forwarding  tho 
measures  of  Congress,  with  the  utmost  readiness  passed  a  law  for 
the  ^press  purpose  of  .filling  the  magazines.    They  may  have  been 
mistaken  in  their  opinion  that  it  was  well  oalookted  to  answer  the 
intention,  but,  if  they  were,  there  has  been  no  attempt  that  we 
know  of,  to  show  that  this  has  been  the  case,  nor  upon  reviewing  it, 
do  they  now  see  any  material  defect  in  it    And,  with  respeol  to 
the  intention  of  the  house,  it  is  a  ciroumstanoe  much  m  their  fiivoor, 
that  there  is  not  a  disaffected  or  doubtful  character,  as  far  as  we 
know,  among  the  Representativeir  of  the  Freemen  of  this  State. 
Upon  looking  over  the  instruotions  given  by  the  Board  of  War  to 
their  superintendants,  we  are  compelled  ta  express  our  astonishoKni 
ai  the  contempt  with  which  they  treat  the  laws  of  the  state.     Thej 
not  only  supercede  our  appointments,  but  they  expressly  order  their 
superintendants  to  determine  concerning  the  conduct  of  our  oom- 
miasioners,  and,  if  they  shall  think  proper,  to  appoint  others  to 
execute  the  trust  reposed  in  them  by  our  laws.    They  give  orders 
respecting  the  impressing  of  Mills  &  Waggons— the  exempting  <^ 
Millers,  Coopers,  &c.,  from  Militia  duty,  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
laws  of  the  State.    And  even  their  Superintendants  take  upon  them 
to  grant  authority  to  the  millers  whom  they  shall  think  proper  to 
appoint,  to  seize  wheat  in  the  straw,  without  any  necessity  shown 
to  any  officer  of  the  State,  or  authority,  or  assistance  of  any  kind  to 
be  asked  from  it.     An  earnest  desire  to  avoid  controversies,  which 
would  tend  to  delay  the  publick  service  a  single  moment,  would 
induce  us,  as  individuals  of  the  State,  to  struggle  under  many  diffi- 
culties and  to  contend  with  great  hardships,  before  we  should  be 
heard  to  complain.     But  how  can  we,  as  the  representatives  of  a 
people  which  is  taught  to  consider  itself  as  sovereign,  free  and 
independent,  answer  to  our  constituents  for  a  neglect  to  enquire 
By  what  authority  any  power  on  earth  shall  affect  to  annul  and 
control  the  laws  of  the  State.    How  ridioulous  must  we  appear  in 
the  eyes  of  all  the  world,  after  assuming  such  a  character,  if  we 
should  permit  any  persons  whatever  to  exercise  unbounded  &  uneon-' 
troled  power  over  us.     It  would  b^  below  the  dignity  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  such  a  people  to  complain  of  an  attempt  of  this  kind, 
as  much  as  it  would  be  to  withdraw  their  assistance  in  the  comnaon 
cause,  from  motives  of  petulance  or  resentment. 

The  posture  in  which  this  State  now  stands  strugling  with  tho 
enemy,  possessed  of  her  Capital,  the  disaffected  waiting,  on  every 
hand,  for  an  opportunity  of  overturning  her,  requires  the  effort  of 
a  Hercules  to  save  herself.  But  how  must  she  feel  when  tho 
weapons  of  her  friends,  aimed  at  the  enemy,  have  pierced  her  vitals, 
and  demand  her  immediate  attention  to  a  wound  that  may  disable 
or  destroy  her.    Wisdom  only  can  save  her. 

The  orders  issued  by  the  superintendants  to  our  Commissioners, 
to  stop  purchasing  of  Wheat  aid  Flour,  has  thrown  this  business 
into  confusion,  and  in  several  places  brought  it  wholly  to  a  stand. 
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This  oonfnsicm  has  been  greatiy  increased,  as  it  is  said,  bj  the 
Quarter  Masters,  and  others  offering  a  higher  prioe  for  grain  and 
forage  than  the  law  directs,  which,  we  fear,  will  be  attended  with 
Tery  pemicions  and  dangerous  consequences.  It  has  already 
akrmed  the  people  and  raised  their  expectations  of  a  higher  price, 
as  appears  by  a  representation  made,  on  this  subject,  to  the  General 
Assembly,  by  Col.  Watson,  one  of  th^commissioners,  which  may 
protMibly  induce  a  necessity  of  reconsidering  the  prices  already 
mentioned. 

The  commissioners  were  supplied  w^  money  by  the  Council  as  soon 
as  it  was  possible  after  receiving  it  from  Congress,  and  there  was 
e?ery  reason  to  hope  that  the  magazines  would  have  been  filled  with 
the  greatest  ezpeditbn,  by  a  general  effort  of  the  people :  But  after 
what  has  happened,  we  dare  not  take  upon  us  to  answer  for  the 
success  of  our  endeayours;  yet  we  are  willing  to  exert  every  power 
we  possess  in  this,  or  any  other  line,  to  serve  the  General  cause  of 
America. 

The  attention  which  the  affairs  of  the  State  require,  would  most 
effectually  havo  prevented  a  wish  in  the  legislature  to  meddle  with 
Continental  affurs  ;-*  but  they  could  not  refuse  to  give  their  assist- 
ance therein,  when  asked  j  and  the  same  disposition  which  induced 
them  to  act  will  induce  them  to  withdraw  whenever  that  assistance  is 
unnecessary ;  or  to  renew  the  effort  in  a  way,  which  may  promise  more 
SQceefis,  when  either  can  be  done  with  honour  to  the  State.  We 
confide  in  the  wisdom  of  Congress,  and  oonsider  the  confusion  wLich 
has  arisen,  as  the  effect  of  a  distressing  emergency;  and  therefore  wish 
that  the  mode  of  establishing  of  the  Magazines  may  be  again  taken 
into  consideration,  and  adjusted  upon  some  plan  which  may  be 
effectual,  and  we  assure  the  Congress  that  there  is  not  any  thing 
which  they  ousht  to  ask  of  us,  but  what  we  shall  with  the  utmost 
readiness  affora  them,  and  rejoice  in  the  opportunity  of  supporting  a 
cause  on  the  success  of  which,  our  lives,  our  liberty,  and  everything 
worthy  of  being  valued  by  Freemen  are  depending. 

We  should  feel  ourselves  very  unhappy,  if  any  thing  contained  in 
this  representation  should  be  considered  as  an  evidence  of  our  seeking 
cauee  of  complaint ;  yet  we  cannot  forbear  to  mention  that  we  do 
most  earnestly  desire,  that  no  inhabitant  of  this  State  who  has  re- 
fused or  neglected  to  give  assurance  of  allegiance  to  it,  may  be 
appointed  by  Congress,  or  by  any  under  them,  to  an  office  which 
may  require  him,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  to  go  out  of  the 
County,  of  his  residence ;  otherwise  the  executive  powers  of  the 
government  will  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  seeing  the  laws  openly 
violated ;  or  of  arresting  such  officer,  when  found  out  of  the  county 
to  which  he  belongs,  and  confining  him  until  he  shal^give  assurance 
of  allegiance  to  the  State  according  to  law :  A  dilemma  which  we 
hope  they  may  not  be  compelled  into.  And  as  the  Waggon  service 
is  of  great  importance,  we  should  be  wanting  in  the  respect  which 
ve  owe  to  Congress;  if  we  omitted  to  mention  that  the  delay  of  pay- 
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ment  for  their  former  seryioes  U  plead  by  the  people  as  an  ezonse  for 
their  unwillingneBS;  and;  in  several  instanoes^  abaolate  refosal  of 
whole  townships  to  render  farther  servioe  in  this  way. 

March  6, 1778.* 


John  Arndt  to  Prksedbnt  Wharton,  1778. 

Near  Easton,  March  6th,  1778. 
Sir, 

Wee  hare  received  yonr  letter  of  the  19th  of  February,  by  the 
hand  of  Jacob  Arndt,  Esq.,  together  with  18,000  Dollars  to  be  laid 
oat  for  the  parposes  therein  mentioned,  also  another  Circolar  letter 
of  the  24th  nito. 

Agreeable  thereto,  wee  have  hired  Assistants  in  different  parts  of 
this  Coantv  for  the  speedy  OoUecting  of  beef,  pork,  Oattle,  and  swine, 
that  may  be  fonnd  fit  for  ase,  wee  ^have  likewise  sent  two  men  to 
Wioming  to  make  parchases  there  if  any  can  be  made,  wee  are  not 
yet  Informed  what  sacoess  they  have  met  with. 

Within  this  County  wee  have  little  hope  of  procuring  a  large 
number  of  Cattle  or  swine  at  this  time  of  year,  there  bemg  large 
hospitals  in  the  Towns  of  Easton,  Bethlehem,  and  Northampton, 
where  considerable  qnantities  of  Provision  is  consnm'd. 

With  regard  to  Forage  it  is  very  difficult  for  us  to  procure  mttch, 
except  the  Bran,  fto.,  of  wheat,  as  Col.|Hooper  in  the  quarter  master's 
department  allows  to  pay  the  following  prices,  Vis*  for  a  Bushel  of 
rye  12<.,  for  a  bushel  of  Oats  or  Spelts  7«.  6.  and  for  a  bushel  of 
Indian  Com  9«.  which  prices  are  higher  than  wee  are  authoriaad  to 
pay  by  law,  and  farmers  will  sell  for  the  highest  prices,  &  those  that 
are  Ignorant  of  the  law  will  call  us  cheats  for  not  offering  the  same 
that  is  paid  them  in  said  department. 

Wee  have  made  some  progress  in  collecting  and  purchasing  of 
wheat  and  flour,  wee  have  mills  Employed  to  manufaoture  the  wheat 
as  fast  as  can  be. 

Wee  are  Sir, 

your  Most  Ham<*  Serv* 

JOHN  ARNDT, 

DAVID  DRYSLOW. 

Dirededf 

On  publick  service. 

To  His  Ezcellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  at  Lancaster. 

♦  Referred  to  in  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  434,  wbcre  there  appears  a  blank 
kft  for  it,  also  p.  436. 
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Jau4S  YouKa  70  CouNOi^  1778# 

Beading^  March  7th;  1778. 

Sir, 

This  day  three  of  the  wi^oners  that  left  camp  without  leave  came 
here  from  Northampton  County  to  give  Evidence  in  behalf  of  Michael 
Snyder;  the  Assistant  Waggon  Master  of  their  Brigade^  who  was 
brought  here  under  Guard  and  Committed-  to  Oaol^  as  the  Hon'ble 
Council  directed.  I  had  them  examined  on  oath  before  Henry  Grestj 
Esq.— -Thev  all  declared  that  he  waf  not  privy  to  their  desertioni 
they  said  the  reason  of  their  going  off  was  that  they  were  not  ao- 
eommidated  with  things  necessary  to  stay,  the  Connty  Wi^gon  Master, 
Mr.  Kreider  having  told  them  before  setting  off  that  they  would  be 
but  eight  days  from  home^  he  therefore  deciev'd  those  men,  Mr. 
David  Deshler  who  came  here  with  them  informs  me  that  Mr.  Krer- 
der's  design  was  to  induce  them  to  go  more  willinglv;  there  he  was 
mistaken;  as  the  orders  from  Council  of  the  29th  Jan  y  informed  him 
that  they  were  to  stay  in  Camp  untU  relieved  hj  others,  I  have  wrote 
him  on  the  subject,  Michael  Snyder  is  eztreamly  well  recommended 
to  me  by  the  most  reputabie  people  of  the  County  of  Nor^  for  tho 
good  services  he  has  done  to  our  Common  Cause,  he  twice  led  to 
vamp  a  full  Company  of  MiHtia,  &  was  otherwise  very  active  in  the 
waggon  service,  for  these  jeasons,  I  ordered  him  to  be  discharged 
fiom  confinement;  which  1  hope  the  Hon'ble  Council  will  approve  of. 

The  inclosed  Circular  letters  to  the  County  Waggon  Master  I  bog 
joa  will  forward  as  soon  as  you  can,  those  to  Berks  and  Nortiiampton 
1  have  sent  by  Mr.  David  Deshler. 

I  am  with  great  respect 

Sir,  your  very 

h«mble  Servanly 

JAB.  YOUNG. 
P.  8.  Four  Waggoners  wereDrown'd  by  their  imprudent  behaviour; 
it  was  dark^  nine  Waggons  &  about  20  horses  lost. 

J>ir$cted, 

fe  Timothy  Matlaiek,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  State  of  PettDsylvanii; 
lAiioMter. 

On  pubHo  Service. 

PaTOtti'd  by 
Capt.  Samuel  Monis. 

Yw,.  VL~15 
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Gbnxraii  WASHnroTOir,  to  PBBsn>Bira  Weartok,  1778. 

Vklley  Forge,  7<*  Manh,  1778. 

Sir, 

There  is  nothiDg  I  have  more  at  Heart  tban  to  discbarge  the  great 
Boties  mcambent  on  me  with  the  strictest  Attention  to  the  ease  t 
Convenience  of  the  People,  every  Instance  therefore,  of  Hardslup  or 
oppression,  exercised  bj  the  officers  of  any  Department  under  my 
immediate  Controul  nvesme  the  most  sensible  concern,  &  shoald  be 
immediately  pnnished  if  Oomplunts  were  properly  made  &  supported. 
That  there  has  been  some  foundation  for  such  Complaints  &  thai 
they  have  affected  the  service,  I  cannot  doubt,  from  the.  great  delay 
and  Backwardness  of  the  people  in  forwarding  Supplies  and  affordiDjg 
the  means  of  Transportation.  Until  the  late  Waggon  Law  of  this 
State  was  passed,  there  being  no  means  of  procuring  the  service  of 
the  Inhabitants  but  by  Military  compulsion,  Quarter  Masters  and 
Commissaries  from  the  Necessity  of  the  case  seem  to  have  been  joa- 
tified  in  impresung,  tho'  in  many  instances  perhaps  it  has  been  done 
with  Circumstances  of  Terror  &  hardship  which  they  ought  to  laTe 
avoided.  But  when  the  Legislature  nad,  by  a  Law,  made  an 
Arrangment  &  put  this  important  Service  under  the  Care  of  their 
own  officers,  it  was  my  full  Determination,  by  every  means  in  my 
power,  to  support  the  law  that  had  passed,  &  avail  myself  of  the 
Resources  of  the  State  in  the  mode  pointed  out,  under  a  fall  Con- 
fidence that  the  Wisdom  &  Forecast  which  had  marked  out  such  a 
Plan  would  be  accompanied  with  proportionate  Zeal  &  Efficacy  to 
carry  it  into  execution.  Perhaps,  mr,  I  am  not  sixftoiently  informed 
to  judge  properly  where  the  present  Defect  lies,  ft  therefore  avoid 
imputing  Blame  to  any.  But  I  would  wish  you  &  the  gentlemen  in 
Authority  .with  you,  to  be  assured,  that  nothmg  would  give  me  more 
Satisfaction  than  to  see  the  Powers  of  the  Oovemment  so  effectual 
for  the  supply  &  accomodation  of  the  Army,  as  to  take  away  not  only 
the  Necessity  but  even  pretence  of  using  any  other  than  the  ordinary 
Civil  Authority.  Give  me  leave  further  to  remark,  that  the  Army 
eeems  to  have  a  peculiar  Claim  to  the  Bxertiims  of  the  gentlemen  of 
this  State,  to  make  its  present  situation  as  convenient  as  possible,  as 
it  was  greatly  owing  to  their  apprehensions  ft  anxieties,  expressed  in 
a  Memorial  to  Congress,  that  the  present  position  was  had,  where 
with  unparallel'd  Patience  they  have  gone  thro'  a  severe  ft  inelement 
Winter,  unprovided  with  any  of  those  Conveniences  &  Comforts 
which  are  usually  the  Soldiers  lot  after  the  Duty  of  the  fidd  is  over. 

This  will  be  delivered  you  by  the  Dep^  Quat'  Master  General 
Lutterloh,  whose  Expectations  of  Waggons  for  the  transportation  of 
Supplies  to  Camp,  as  well  as  ordinary  Camp  Duty  have  by  no  means 
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bem  BO  fully  imswered  as  li«  meoted.  Ta  wliit  ttvae  thia  BiBBp- 
pomtmenl  is  owing  yott  will  dMwtkss  diaeover  upon  oMhn&oM^  wi& 
Lim,  &  if  it  ihall  appear  to  proca«d  from  the  Jl^aootdact  of  any 
officer  aeooantable  to  me,  I  Mg  you  will  famish  me  with  Proof  of 
neh  Mai  praotioee  that  I  may  apply  a  suitalile  Eemedy.  Bat  if 
our  diffionlties  ftow  from  a  defective  Execution  of  the  Law  of  the 
State,  I  tmst  yoar  pnblick  Spirit  &  Regard  to  the  great  Cause  in 
wUah  w»  are  engaged  will  induce  you  to  Strengthen  what  may  be 
fimnd  weak,  &  qmd[en  what  maybe  found  languid  &  Sluggish. 

The  necessities  of  the  Service,  Sir,  are  great,  the  Duty  required^ 
I  admowledge  is  Inrthensome  &  difficult  at  this  indemeni  season, 
hut  it  cannot  be  dispensed  with.  The  Army  &  the  Coontry  have  k 
Mutual  Dependance  upon  each  other,  &  it  is  of  the  last  importance 
that  their  several  duties  should  be  so  regulated  &  inforoed  as  to  pro- 
duce not  only  the  greatest  Harmony  &  good  nnderstanding,  but  the 
truest  happiness  &  Comfort  to  each;  depending  therefore  upon  a  due 
k  early  atteiitigii  to  this  knportant  Business  £  proivisiiig  myself  no 
Bmill  Belief  from  our  present  Difficulties, 

lam, 

Sir,  with  due  Bespect 

&  Begard, 

Your  most  Obed*  Serv*. 

Q\  WASHINGTON. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  foregoing,  I  have  Bcceived  a  Letter  from 
Colo.  Gibson,  at  Lancaster,  dated  the  2^  InsS  Extract  of  which,  with 
bia  orders  to  the  Quarter  Master,  and  the  answer  I  enelose,  to  ehow 
how  much  we  are  distressed  even  in  small  matters ;  but  our  sufferings 
in  Camp  for  want  of  Forage  &  Waggons  is  beyond  all  description. 

Q.  W— n.* 

/^irecfnf, 

His  Excellency  Ge^'  Wharton. 


fioABP  ojf  Wab  A2n>  Ordhakob  to  Pbbsidknt  Whartoit, 

1778, 

War  &  Ordnance  Office,  7  March,  1778. 

Sir,  ;  .     : 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  your  Excellency  the  Besolutibns  of 
CoDgren,-}*  reoommending  it  to  the  younff  Oentlemen  of  property,  in 
tke  state  of  Pennsylvania,  to  form  a  Ydunteer  Troop  or  Troops  of 

*  8m  Colon.  Bee.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  486.  t  &««  V^^  '28. 
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Iiig^  Qnjtisf;  sntfetfeei  iheMo  i§  »  daftmpfift  LM  ^f  AMomten^ 
meiitf  aeoainij  to  be  pnmdedfar  their  ftekieg  the  field* 
I  am  with  great  reepeet. 

Tour  Ezedlenoj'ff  most  o1]^ 

JQunlitle  Servant^ 

HOBATIO  GATES, 
f^reeidctti. 

Directed^ 

Hie  EzeeUeney  Thomae  Wharten,  J',  Proakf  of  the  State  ct 


PREazDBUT  Of  G0VQR88S  TO  PBWiDin  Whabtoh,  1778« 

York  Town,  7  March,  1778. 

Sir, 

The  1**  Inst,  I  addressed  jour  Exoellenoj  by  the  hand  of  Mes- 
seoffer  MoKonkj. 

Year  Bzoellenoy  will  be  pleased  to  reoeive  under  thia  cover,  an 
Act  of  Congress  of  the  pveaeQt  date^  recommending  to  hold  on 
Wednesday,  the  22'  April,  a  general  Fast  throughout  these  8tatea.* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

With  gnat  Begard, 

Sir, 

Your  Ezeellencya 

Obedient  humble 

fierraat, 

HENRY  LAURENS, 

President  of  Congrens.  - 

JHreetedj 

On  public  service,  Henry  Laurens.  His  Bxeelteney  ftlomaa 
Wharton,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Coancil  of 
Pennaylvania,  &a  &c,,  jAUcaster. 

«  See  GoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  488,  for  ths  proolamation  by  the  Coimoil  for 
thefiwt 
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Bbsolution  of  CfoiraABMy  1778* 

In  OoDgresB,  March  T*,  1778. 

Whereas  Almigliij  God.  in  the  righteous  dispensation  of  his  pro- 
TideQce^  hath  permitted  the  continuation  of  a  cruel  and  desolating 
var  in  our  land :  and  it  beings  at  all  UmeSy  the  duty  of  a  people  to 
acknowledge  God  in  all  his  ways,  and  more  especially  to  humbly 
themselves  before  him  when  evident  tokens  of  nis  displeasure  are 
asanifestedi  to  acknowledge  his  righteous  government^  confess  and 
forsake  their  evil  ways  and  implore  bis  mercy : 

Seiolvedi 

Thai  it  be  TMMimaBded  io  theUnitea  States  of  Ametioa.  tQ  eet 
flNDi  Wednesday^  th»  22^  day  of  April  nexft^  to  be  observed  as  9 
day  of  fivtiag,  bomiliation,  and  prayer^  tkat.  ai  ene  time  and  Willi 
AM  voiee,  the  inhabitants  aaay  acknowiedge  the  ri^teona  dlspene^ 
tkmi  of  diiiae  prbvidenoei  and  qooImb  their  .iniqfiiitiee  and  tEViSt 
gresnoie,  for  wmdi  th#  laodBNraiimfth;  that  Ikej  mi^  implore  tbe 
nrey  asd  f wgiTaiiaaa  ef  €k>d,  aad  beeeedi  Uot  that  viee^  pftAmi' 
Basiy  extortifmy  and  tfwetj  evil  miby  be  done  away,  atd  Ui4i  we  may 
bt  anfonaed  aSd.bappy  people ;  that  tbey  m^y  unite  in  baaaUe 
tid  eartteel  anppHoatios  that  it  may  pleaae  Almi^iity  Ood  Uk  goatd 
ttd  dsfcad  VB  against  our  eaunniee^  ttid  ^ve  Vigei^  Imd  wMoees  to 
oivttilitaty  opecattQia  bjr  aea.and  land;  that  fit  may  pleaae  bim  to 
kleii  the  mm.  mleni  and  people,  atrcAgthen  and  peipetliibte  ewr 
mion^  and,  in  bis  own  good  time,  eatablUi  ita  la  the  peaceiUe 
ttQofment  of  wtr  lighta  asd  libcictieS)  thst  it  Aiay  please  him  to 
Uftt  ow  aabfeels  and  eemiaaries  of  learning,  end  aiake  tbem  Mauh 
n»  of  tmo  piefyi  tittne^aod  .tneflil  kaowMlge  |  that  it  may  pk«ie 
Uptooanse  the  eatfth  to  yield  ite  laoreaBe^  and  to  nriowa  the  yett 
iriih  hia  geoddesa* 

And  H  ia  reeonmended  to  the  inbabitaie  of  the  United  S^tei 
toahrtani  on  Ihil  dfty  from.labear  and  ncreatian» 

Attest, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo^y. 


ROBBRT  LeVBRS  TO  COUKCIL,  1778. 

fiaston,  Mvrdi  7th,  1778. 

a^  WW 

Dear  Sir, 

Ais  day  I  have  reeeived  your  Favor  with  Six  marriage  Licences. 
This  Evening  Mr.  John  Gordon  came  into  Easton.  Several  peraOtle 
JMt!*  been  witb  met  and  are  desirous  he  sbould  be  eonfiaed  or  bonnd 
ut  heavy  Security,  I  am  at  a  loss  herein/aa  ao  Informatiou^a^pnet  bii^ 
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is  lodged  widi  me.  It  is  true  Col.  Dean  tells  me^  that  there  is  a 
Person  now  in  Baston  that  he  bdievet  is  able  to  prove  M'  Oordon 
was  in  Philad*  since  he  left  this  place^  bnt  then  he  says  again^ 
there  are  fmdential  Beasons  why  this  person  shonld  not  appear, 
becanse  himself  has  lately  been  in  there,  brought  oat  some  valaable 
effects,  has  many  connections  there,  Friends  to  the  cause,  &  more 
effectSj  &  should  he  lodge  any  Information  against  M'  Gordon,  his 
Friends  iu  Philad^  might  suffer.  And  without  some  new  matter, 
I  do  not  see  how  I  can  call  on  M'  Gordon.  He  has  yolantaiilj 
taken  the  oath,  the  Justice  who  administered  it,  M**  John  Amdt. 
of  equal  authority  with  myself^  did  not  think  proper  to  demand 
security  as  he  came  rblnntarily,  not  knowing  M'  Gordon  had  been 
before  me,  &  that  I  had  insisted  on  his  giving  Security,  bnt  had  lefl 
bim  on  m  P4roU  till  the  next  morning.  '  I  say,  sotwithstandlng  all 
this,  I  do  not  see,  aeoordiog  to  the  acts  of  assembly,  by  wbsfe 
aathoriiy  I  oan  legiily  demand  his  entering  into  Seomri^,  nnkfla 
something  be  alleci^ed  aninsi  him,  either  in  Proof  or  on  fvobaUb 
Grounds  of  enspioion.  Hu  fiithet^  I  am  persuaded,  is  a  fixsd^  de« 
tarmined  enemv  of  the  Amerioan  states;  bol  ihen  his  Fa^er  la 
wtaring  away,  lately  loat  his  wife,  and  peevish  at  times  to  ehiidisb* 
Itess ;  and  tW  he  is  capable  of  being  a  daamoaa  man,  yet  I  am* 
oerelf  pity  him.  Now  I  have  mentioned  ttiis,  it  is  aaaeanxj  to 
say,  &at  M'  Gordon  has  lately  leased  the  Ferry  to  one  Jacob  Abel  and 
one  Peter  Baler;  I  have  nothinff  against  the  man,  they  have  Ixyth 
tsken  the  oath  of  allegiance,  bnt  yeL  in  Jnstsoe  to  my  Ootintr^,  I 
innstadd,  that  I  have  my  Fears;  tiio*  I  can  alledge  nothing  agasnat 
them,  I  do  not  think  the  Test  was  an  oily  Pill,  nor  do  I  think  thej 
ever  wera  or  have  been  cordial  Friends  to  Independency,  the  Qraml 
Basia^  at  this  Crisis,  trf  American  Liberty.  Thaaa  m  my  saggea* 
thms,  fl(Huded  only  upon  genoal  obaewaition«  Hie  Ferry  at  Baetoa 
la  an  iatpartant  pass,  and  ^  more  ao  i^om  the  graat  qsantiftjof 
stores  that  fre^nentlv  are  here  lodged ;  and  during  tha  pceaant  ooo* 
teM,  I  could  in&eerdhr  wkh,  whilst  the  £nemy  are  in  poBseecdoii  of 
onr  metropolisi  the  Iraiy  on  both  rides,  ft  of  Lehi^,  were  ha  the 
hands  of  the  public,  and  the  Poasessors  thereof  allowed  a  proper 
compensatioQi  These  is  no  Guard  kept  there  now,  and  if  the  Enemy 
can  think  this  place  an  object  worthy  notice,  I  do  not  see  what  ia  to 
hinder  them  effectinff  its  destruction.  A  Guard  at  the  Ferry  may 
seem  of  no  moment,  but  it  is  a  Guard,  and  may  be  the  cause  of  pre* 
venting  many  dangerous  schemes  to  be  attempted.  Excuse  me,  and 
believe  me  to  be 

8lXf  with  the  greatest  Bespeot, 

Your  moat  obedient  humble  servant, 

KOSSRI  LEVERa: 


'   To  Timothy  Matlack,  Bsquire^  Secretaiy  of  the  GoMmonweaAth 
bF  Pennsylvania^  Laaoaater. 
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Jamss  YouNa  to  Council,  1778, 

Beading,  8th  Maroh^  1778. 
8ir, 

This  goes  by  Express  from  OoU.  Latterloh,  with  letters  from  his 
Excellency  6en^  Washington  to  Council.  Coll.  Lntterlob  has  re- 
presented to  me  by  orders  of  his  Excellency,  that  not  any  Waggons 
csQ  he  had  from  Philad%  Chester,  nor  Bucks  Counties,  I  have, 
therefore,  directed  their  Qnotas  to  be  sent  from  Lancaster,  Berks  & 
North*  Counties.  As  the  army  is  in  great  want  of  Waggons,  I 
beg  leave  to  propose  to  Council  that  they  would  please  to  order  a 
Kamber  of  Waggons  to  go  from  York  k  Cumberland  Counties  to 
the  Camp,  &  there  to  remain  until  relieved  by  others  from  said 
Coanties.  As  the  Counties  of  Lancaster,  Berks  &  Northampton  will 
be  too  much  Distressed  if  they  are  to  supply  the  whole  of  the.  Army. 

I  am,  very  Reftpectfully, 

Sir,  your  very  Humble  Serv*, 

JA*  YOUNG. 

The  Waggons  from  York  &  Cumb'  should  load  on  the  W.  side 
of  Sosquahana  with  Commissarys  atoKes;  ColL  Lutterloh  informs 
ne  there  is  plraty  theie. 

IHrected, 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq',  Secretary  to  the  state  of  Penns', 
Lftoeaster,  on  public  service. 

1^  Express. 


Col.  Walter  ftriffWART  to  Pres.  Wharton,  1778. 

Camp,  March  8th,  1778. 
Bear  Sir^ 

I  am  mnch  afraid  your  Excellency  will  think  me  troublesome  on 
Aesolijeet  of  Cloathing,  but  when  you  Oonddef  my  Honour,  the 
oedit  of  my  Segimei»ty  and  the  Health  of  my  men  are  oonoemedi 
flfttttt  myself  yon  will  excuse  it. 

Ibe  time  is  now  approaohing  when  they  should  be  manpuveriag, 
bat  bkiiead  of  tbeir  doing  ih%%,  for  want  of  common  necessaries, 
tbflj  ve  abliged  to  be  oonined  to  their  Houses ;  shoes  and  stocking;! 
I  iMve  received  a  anffiment.  supply  of|  through  different  ohanaelsi 
Ukd  sball  noty  thttcefore,  trouble  your  BreeUenoy  and  the  Conneil 
for  those  Ar^felee*  Colonel  farmer,  who  now  goes  to  Jjancaster  to 
desosM  bomess  ifbr  tha  Begiment,  will  be  able  to  make  you  better 
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acquainted  with  mj  sitnatiioiij  to  him,  therefore  I  refer  year  Ezcel- 
lencj.     And  am 

I>  Sir,  y.  Excellency's 

Most  obed«  Hble.  Serv*, 

WALTER  STEWART,  Col, 

13«  P.  Reg*. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Tho^  Wharton,  Jmn',  Preaident  of  the  HonUe 
Exectttive  Council  at  I^mcaster. 


KOBB&T  LbYSBS  70  COUNQII.,  1778. 

Saston,  March  &^  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

Herewith  I  send  to  you  a  Daplicate  Certificate  of  Col.  Hooper's 
haying  t^en  the  Oaths  agreeable  to  the  ResoWe  of  Congress— with 
H'Lerch's,  & 

I  am  SSr, 

with  great  BeapiMty 

your  most  obedient  Seryant, 

ROBERT  LEYEBS. 
Directed, 

To  Timothy  Mattlack,  Esqnire,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylyania,  Lancaster. 


Robert  Lbvbrb  to  Council,  1778. 

Eaaton,  March  8%  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  wrote  yon  yesterday  and  some  time  before  relative  to  H'  Joha 
Gordon. 

On  or  abont  Uia  18^  of  last  month  he  came  to  this  Plaee,  after  sa 
absence  of  many  months.  Some  little  time  befove  ^e  British 
Troops  marched  into  Phil%  M'  Gctfdon  went  thither;  was  io  the 
City  at  the  Time  the  British  Army  entered,  mid  eontinned  there 
for  aome  time  afterwahis.  Some  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Towii) 
Friends  to  Ae  States,  expressing  an  nneashiess  at  his  oominf  here 
at  tiM  eritical  Time  he  did;  when  a  Report  prevailed  that  the  Eneny 
had  been  as  high  np  at  Tofaiceon,  I  Judged  it  neoessary  to  call  on 
him,  and  h^  being  of  a  sospioioiis  Character,  and  from  his  loag 
Tdantaiy  Coatitioance  m  Pbilad**  with  the  Enemy,  raqnited  that 
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be  Bboald  idgQ  a  Paroll,  asd  remain  in  Easton  until  the  Pleasure 
of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  should  be  known  concerning 
biffl.  He  objected  to  it,  and  said  he  was  willing  to  take  the 
Oath  to  be  true  to  the  Stat^j  but  I  was  of  opinion  that  it  was 
necessary  he  shoud  give  some  other  Security,  agreeably  to  a  late 
act  of  Assembly.  He  desired  time  till  the  next  morning,  which 
was  granted ;  and  in  the  afternoon  he  went  out  of  Town  to  John 
Arodt,  Esquire,  and  took  the  Oath  of  Allegianoe  before  him,  and 
the  next  day  left  Easton.  On  my  seeing  Mr.  Amdt,  he  assured  me 
that  if  he  had  known  he  had  lieen  before  me,  he  woud  have  de- 
manded Security  also,  but  as  he  came  voluntarily  before  him,  he 
readily  save  him  the  Oath  without  any  further  Enquiry.  Thus  it 
lemainea  till  yester  Evening,  &  this  mcvning,  when  several  persons 
came  to  me,  particularly  GoT.  Dean  ft  Col.  Glymer,  &  desired  that  I 
wood  send  for  M'  Gordon,  for  there  was  too  much  Reason  to  believe 
be  had  been  in  Philadelphia  since  he  had  taken  the  Oath;  and 
sooordingly  I  wrote,  acquainting  him  that  I  expected  to  see  him  at 
my  house  without  delay,  and  to  assign  to  me  the  reasons  why  he 
refused  to  take  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  and  give  Security  when 
called  on  by  me,  but  he  did  not  ehuse  to  take  any  notice  thereof; 
therefore,  after  a  few  hours  had  elapsed,  I  sent  the  Constable  for 
him  with  a  Wamnt|  who  brought  him  before  me  this  Evening, 
and  on  my  Enauiry,  why  he  did  not  think  proper  to  wait  on  me, 
when  I  treated  him  with  so  much  Civility,  he  was  rather  imperti- 
nent, and  said  as  much  that  he  did  not  know  he  had  any  business 
to  dance  after  me.  I  gave  him  to  understand  that  there  was  too 
maoh  Ground  (or  Suspicion  that  he  had  been  in  Philadelphia  since 
be  bad  taken  the  OaUi,  and  required  of  him  to  sign  a  ParoU,  or  to 
^?e  Security  for  his  strict  Allegiance  to  the  States,  but  rather 
insisted  on  the  former,  which  I  took  and  here  enclose. 

I  have  been  in  this  matter  more  circumstantial  than  was  neces- 
saiT,  because  tlmt  my  whole  Conduct  herein  might  be  seen. 

I  beg  you  will  please  to  lay  this  matter  before  the  Supremo 
Executive  Council,  whose  Orders  therein  I  shall  chearfully  obey. 

There  are  several  Persons  I  hear  in  Easton  who  have  lately  come 
ont  of  Philad^  particularly  Israel  Jacobs,  who  is  suspected  to  be  too 
much  in  the  Interest  of  our  adversaries ;  how  this  may  be  I  cannot 
say,  but  his  Daughters,  who  had  been  in  Easton  for  several  Months, 
went  about  four  weeks  ago  into  Philadelphia  and  there  remain.  He 
»  a  Belation  of  Myer  Hart,  who  lives  in  Easton,  one  of  the  King  of 
Qreat  Britain's  Commissaries  under  David  Franks.  I  wish  those 
who  are  out  woud  keep  out,  and  those  who  are  in  were  obliged  to 
remain  there.  For  I  cannot  but  conceive  that  too  many  come  out 
with  a  view  of  carrying  in  Intelligence. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  Respect 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

ROBfiBT  LEVERS. 
16* 
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March  iih,  1778. 

Dear  Sit, 

Thifl  morning,  is  no  Inf<»rmanon  had  been  regnlarlj  lodged  with 
me,  I  aent  for  ilr.  Jacobs,  who  attended.  The  Reason  he  sfiugns 
for  coming  into  these  Parts  is,  that  there  is  Rent  due  on  the  hopse 
be  lived  in  at  Philadelphia,  now  oocnpied  by  the  En^ny,  beloni^og 
to  the  Bingham  Family.  That  Mr.  Bingham  in  Philadelphia  re- 
fused to  receive  the  Rent  bnt  in  hard  money,  &  that  he  is  come  oat 
in  order  to  pay  the  Rent  to  Mrs.  Bingham  at  Allen  Town,  aboat 
£180. .  I  do  not  conceive  I  have  a  legal  Right  to  call  any  to- an 
account  wiihoni  a  proper  Information  made  to  me  as  a  magistrate, 
nevertheless,  as  a  virtnons  Citizen  and  a  tme  Friend  to  the  cause  of 
Liberty  &  of  the  United  StateS|  I  have  taken  a  Parol!  from  Mr. 
Jacobs,  here  enclosed.  There  are  several  Persons  continually  going 
np  and  down,  and  it  is  asserted  into  Philadelphia.  I  shall  be  glad 
to  be  favored  with  a  lane  from  yon,  and  with  the  sentiments  of 
Council  concerning  this  my  conduct|  and  what  line  ought  to  be  par- 
sued  in  such  particular  exigencies. 

Yesterday,  after  Mr.  Gordon  was  so  nnpolito^as  not  to  wait  on  me,  I 
called  on  Col.  Sidman,  of  the  militia,  and  desired,  tiai,  perhaps  as  the 
constable  might  be  opposed,  he  would  give  him  some  assistance,  at  the 
same  time  observing,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Inhabitants  of  thia 
Town  to  show  a  proper  spirit  on  this  occasion,  and  that,  as  he  was 
the  first  that  called  on  mcj  to  apprehend  Mr.  Gordon,  he  should 
show  to  his  Fellow  citizens  a  proper  example ;  instead,  whereof,  he 
goes  to  a  young  Continental  Lieut  and  prevails  with  him  io  bring 
Four  men,  arm  d,  with'^Bayonets  fixed,  belonging  to  a  Massachusetts 
Regiment,  on  their  march  to  Gamp,  to  come  to  mv  house  to  aaaiBt 
the  constables.  I  acquainted  Col.  Sidman  that  I  looked  upcm  this 
conduct  to  be  such  an  Indignity  shewn  to  the  natural  sU^ngth  of 
this  State,  and  Reproach  on  himself  and  his  FeUow  Citizens,  that 
I  should  send  the  constable  by  himself. 

The  situation  of  this  place  is  really  melancholy.  A  very  in* 
pcrtant  Pass;  Thro  which,  from  the  northward,  an  amazing  qusntity 
of  stores  are  daily  conveyed,  and  oftentimes  great  quantities  of 
ammunition  &  other  stores  remain  here.  The  unfriendly  disposition 
of  far  the  greater  Part  of  Bucks  County,  and  of  this,  to  say  the 
least,  that  it  is  wholly  stupid  and  inactive,  seeminffly  wrapped  up  in 
a  lethargic  sloth,  no  Guard,  but  a  few  decrepid  Invalids,  dyii^  o7 
inches  for  want  of  oloathing,  and  the  Public  Stores,  more  or  leaa, 
pUkiged  for  want  of  a  sufficient  Guard.  What  is  there  to  hinder  a 
very  small  Body  of  Men,  under  the  command  of  a  gallant  and  en- 
terprising  officer,  to  make  a  sudden  Push  hither,  destroy  all  that  is 
valuable,  and  to  take  Prisoners  such  as  might  be  unfortanate 
enough  to  be  found  here.  I  am  told  with  a  degree  of  confidence, 
that  Three  Hundred  M^n  in  Bucks  County,  have  given  in  their 
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lUiiiMg  to  Joseph  Oallomjy  and  have  offeired  dieir  s^tnomf  it  aaftj 
be,  OQ  an  Bzpedkion  to  (his  yerj  Town.  Their  Betreat  is  enrei 
MalliUj  Bnre.  Sxoubo  the  Freedom,  baft  the  Doty  I  owe  to  Uie 
PaUiOy  and  to  the  Trust  reposed  is  me,  ooUTinees  me  that  tfaii  mneh 
I  OQght  to  sa;^  which  I  pray  maj  be  kid  before  Uie  Sopreme  £xeoii>* 
ti?e  CooneiL 

lam, 

With  the  greatest  Bespect, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedieat| 

Very  hamble 

Servantj 

ROBERT  LEYERa 


JOHir  LSSHBB,    COHMISSIOKBR    OF   BbRKS,    TO    PrS8IDSKT 

Wharton,  1778. 

Oley,  9*  March,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  received  your  orders  dated  24th  February,  by  express  the  4 
iutaat ;    I  also  this  day  reeeiTcd  thoie  dated  the  8*  instant 

I  shall  exert  every  nerve  in  performing  every  thing  in  ray  power 
in  order  to  relieve  the  wants  of  the  Army. 

Bat,  as  several  eirenmstanoes  has  occurred  to  me,  whioh  I  shall 
li^  before  you,  in  which  I  think  I  am  not  clearly  satisfied  how  to 
direct  my  hue  of  conduct  therein :  Therefore,  I  earnestly  desire  you 
will  be  so  good  as  to  send  me  your  &riher  orders,  or  advice  in 
the  premises,  as  soon  as  may  be. 

I  received  orders  some  time  ago  from  M.  O.  Mifflin,  by  the  hand 
of  CoL  Mifflin,  which  directed  me  to  give  12«.  ^  Bushel  for  Bye, 
7<.  M.  fer  Oats  k  spelts,  which  is  a  higher  price  than  was  fixt  by  the 
hkte  Act  of  Assembly,  which  I  presume  is  the  rates  I  am  to  pay,  as 
year  orders  mention  nothing  of  prices.  Several  persons,  by  directions 
&om  this  gentiemen,as  weU  as  from  CoL  Bird,  still  continue  to  sive 
that  price  for  all  they  can  possibly  oollect,  and  unless  I  have  orders 
to  g^ve  the  same,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  I  can  procure  those 
ttnnes  with  justice  to  the  &rmer. 

A  eertun  Alex'  M'Oai^y,  F.  M.,  acting  undw  Ool.  Biddle,  made 
sppiication  lo  me,  before  and  since  my  present  appointment,  to  use 
ay  ii^ence  in  forwarding  the  good  People  in  my  vicinage  to  send 
their  forage  to  the  Magasine  at  ^huyUull,  in  order  to  be  transportei 
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fiMun  theooe  to  the  trmy  by  wstor.  I  readily  oompUed,  and  he  ob- 
tained a  very  considerable  quantity,  for  which  he  gave  hift  receipts  & 
promised  to  pay  them  himself,  but  since  has  directed  them  to  me 
for  payment,  which  I  think  I  cannot  comply  with  unless  I  hft?e 
crders  for  ao  doina,  or  be  assared  that  bis  receipts  so  men  to  the 
people,  will  be  Tiuid  in  settling  my  Ace**. — Farther,  i  have  frand 
in  several  Mills  within  my  district,  a  considerable  qoantity  of  Flour 
manafaotured  for  the  use  of  the  army,  by  directtons  from  assisstant 
commissaries  of  Porch" ;  as  the  said  Millers  are  not  yet  paid  for  the 
same,  and  the  floor  has  been  a  considerable  time  on  hand,  and  per- 
haps may  lie  a  considerable  time  longer,  I  conceive  I  shoold  send 
the  same  immediately  to  camp,  or  to  the  Magazines  appointed  for 
the  reception  of  that  article. 

I  woold  also  mention,  that  I  would  be  glad  to  know  the  rates  of 
Salt  &  dried  Beef,  Bacon,  &c.,  (as  there  is  no  mention  of  those  arti- 
cles in  the  Act,)  or  whether  I  am  to  boy  the  same  at  such  terms  aa 
can  procure.  I  confident  I  can  collect  a  considerable  quantity  of 
those  articles;  which  I  think  may  be  of  great  service  thej  ensuing 
season. 

lam, 

with  much  respect,  Sir, 

Your  most  Obe'  humble  servant, 

JOHN  LESHEB. 

Directed, 

On  public  service. 
To  the  Hon^>*  Thomas  Wharton,  Bsq^  President  of  the  Saprene 
Ikecative  Council  of  the  Common-Weadth  of  Pennsylvania. 


Col.  Lutterloh  to  President  Wharton,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  indceed  letter  I  should  have  delivered  in  person,  but  being . 
not  very  well,  prevents  me  from  that  honour.  I  have  settled  here 
with  M'  Young,  the  Wagon  Master  Oeneral,  who  will  do  every  thng 
in  his  power  to  forward  the  Wagffons  as  soon  as  possible.  If  jovx 
Ezoellency.  will  be  pleased  to  nuile  a  speedy  alteration  in  providiog 
the  Number  of  Waggons  which  were  ordered  out  of  the  Countys  of 
Philadelphia  and  Chester,  that  the  County  of  York  shoold  fonish 
them,  as  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  said  Two  Countys  could 
deliver  them,  being  allreadv  drained  by  the  Armys;  and  therefore 
Bis  Excellency,  (^eral  Washington,  thinks  it  wodd  only  be  koe- 
isg  time  to  hope  for  tbeir  Assistance.    Mr.  Young  will  inftm  Year 
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Ezeell.  of  his  BegpIaiidDs;  and  I  only  will  add;  that  onr  Distress 
in  the  Anny  for  Want  of  Waggons  is  extremely  great,  and  requires 
sSerioos  oonsideration,  and  a  speedy  exertion  of  all  possible  assistance. 
^  b%  jonr  Bxeell.  will  be  pleased  to  issue  the  Necessary  orders  to 
York  County  for  Fifty  Waggons  wanted  to  the  Number  demanded 
oat  of  Philadelphia,  Chester  &  Bucks  Countys.  Allso,  that  the  all 
«ome  loated  with  Flower  or  other  Commissary  stores^  espetially  as  I 
ftomformed  there  laies  a  great  quantitt  of  Flower  on  the  shore  of  the 
Stuqaehanna.    I  hare  the  honour  to  be^  with  due  lespeotSi 

Your  Excelly's  most 

obed.  hble.  Seryt.^ 

LUTTERLOH. 

Beading;  March  9%  1778. 


Council  to  Joseph  Jeffbibs,  1778. 

In  Council;  Lancaster;  March  9%  1778. 

Sir, 

The  want  of  Wagsons  at  Camp  is  so  great  that  I  am  under  the 
necessity  to  require  that  yon  will  without  one  moments  loss  of  time 
order  to  Camp  Fifty  Waggons  from  yomr  County^  call  upon  the 
Commissioners  appointed  by  the  late  Act  of  Assembly  for  such 
Fonge  as  they  may  hare  Collected,  to  take  the  same  to  Camp,  but 
in  case  the  Commissioners  should  not  have  procured  a  sufficient 
qaant^  to  load  them,  then  order  them  to  call  upon  the  quarter  Mast' 
nere,  Mr.  George  Boss,  who  I  expect  will  furnish  a  load  to  each ; 
let  me  entreat  you  to  exert  yourself  to  forward  them  immediately, 
u  the  Army  are  suffering  beyond  description  for  the  want  of  them. 
If  jou  stand  in  need  of  assistance  I  beg  you  to  enaploy  as  many  as 
ue  necessary,  for  the  Waggons  must  be  had.  The  House  of  Assem- 
bly are  about  passing  a  sapplement  to  the  Waggon  Law,  and  have 
pnt  forth  the  enclosed  for  the  consideration  of  the  people.  I  expect 
to  hear  from  you  in  a  few  Days  that  the  Waggons  are  procured  tc 
m  their  way,  this  will  not  only  be  a  satisfaotion  to  Council,  but  of 
nal  ue  to  our  Stressed  Troope. 

I  am.  Sir, 

your  very  H.  perv*. 

P.  S.  Send  the  Waggons  in  brigades  as  fast  as  they  are  collected. 

Oirectedy 
To  Mr.  J.  JefferieS;  Waggon  Master  of  Tork  County. 
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PAB8IDBNT    W  CONaBBSB    TO    PbESIBBNT  WHABTOVy  1778. 

York  Town,  10*  Mawh,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  had  the  honoar  of  writing  to  your  Ezoeilency  the  7*  Lu^  by 
Mesnnger  Millet,  &  yestarday  of  receiving  &  presenting  to  Conf^eai 
yonr  &vonr  of  the  8'  Inst,  which  was  then  committed  to  the  Board 
of  War,  k  1  have  reoeiVd  no  commands  respecting  the  Oontenta; 
but  in  the  course  of  duty,  agreeable  to  your  Excellency's  request,  I 
now  transmit  Six  Commissions  for  Cruizer^i  with  Instructions  & 
Bonds. 

I  remain  with  Tcry  great  Esteem  &  Begard, 
Sir, 

your  Excelleno/fl 

Obedient  &  Most  hum.  servant, 
HBNRT  LAURENS, 
*  President  of  Congress. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  President,  PennsylT>i^u- 


Jonathan  B.  Sbuth  to  Pbbsibbnt  Whabtok,  1778. 

York  Town,  March  10, 1778. 
Sir, 

On  other  leaf  is  copy  of  parts  of  a  letter  from  Col*  Hartley  to  tbe 
board  of  war  on  the  subject  of  recruiting  his  battalion,  &  the  boards 
letter  to  Congress  on  the  subject ;  both  which  were  referred  to  the 
delegates  of  this  State.  As  not  to  comply  with  the  propoeitioii 
made,  might  appear  an  unnecessary  obstruction  to  reinforoeing  the 
army  on  one  hand,  or  on  the  other  a  compliance  might  inYol?e  con- 
sequences not  expected,  the  deleffatee  advised  with  the  Committee 
from  the  state  now  here,  &  final^  take  the  liberty  of  refeniag  to 
^our  directions,  as  they  did  not  conceive  themselves  authoiiied  to 
interfere. 

The  states  are  severally  called  upon  to  raise  their  old  quota  of 
troops.  The  nnmber  of  this  state  rej^ments  is  diminished  to  10.  The 
Bupemumerary  men  are  to  be  transferred  to  the  horse,  artillery,  i 
other  unconnected  corps.  Of  the  16  Begiments  (so  called)  9  only  are 
to  be  kept  up ;  &,  I  suppose,  will  be  aUotted  to  particular  states,  & 
filled  up  as  above.    Go>  Hartleys  will  probably  belong  to  us  as  its 
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utoil  eonneiioii.  To  conenr  with  his  propodtion  will  pre  him 
the  men  more  immediatelyi  &  allowing  him  to  employ  hia  offioera 
my  expedite  the  reerniting  service ;  perhaps  be  the  mean  of  pro- 
coring  reeroitSy  either  from  connection  or  attachment,  which  others 
would  not  pick  up.  He  has  expectations  from  the  borders  of  Mary- 
land; filled  his  regiment  formerly  with  quick  success^  &  appears  to 
le  sanguine  now.  With  respect  to  the  moneys  he  appears  to  be 
pradent  t  cautious.  But  as  we  may  perhaps-  not  foresee  all  the 
effects,  or  the  full  connection  with  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  we 
beg  leave  to  solicit  your  earliest  advice  &  direction,  as  no  time  ought 
to  be  lost  We  b^  leave  only  to  add  that  the  complement  of  each 
battalion  is  also  to  be  reduced,  &  that  though  some  states  have  dis- 
countenanced these  unconnected  regiments,  yet  some  others  have 
given  ibem  the  benefit  of  their  state  bounties. 

I  am  Sir, 

with  very  great  respect  in  behalf  of  the  Delegates, 

your  Excellency's  &  Councils 

most  ob.  h.  servant, 

JON-  B.  SMITH. 


Sxtnets  of  a  letter  from  Col°  Hartley  to  the  board  of  war,  9  March, 

1778. 

If  my  regiment  is  be  recruited,  the  recruiting  officer  must  be 
allowed  to  give  the  same  bounty  with  the  state  in  which  he  beats  up 
or  he  will  get  no  men.  He  should  also  have  the  like  reward  for 
ioIistiDg  a  soldier  that  the  state  officers  receive.  Should  you  think 
proper  to  order  the  regiment  to  be  recruited  money  will  be  wanted, 
iM)t  a  h^ge  sum  at  present.  Perhaps  the  Pennsylvania  bounty  for 
twenty  or  30  men  will  do.  Care  must  be  taken  not  to  advance  the 
whole  bonnty  at  once  to  every  loose  fellow.  None  but  prudent 
officers  should  be  sent  on  this  service.  Anv  men  that  are  or  shall 
be  enlisted  in  this  state  or  any  other  for  this  regiment,  they  shall 
have  credit  for  in  their  quota,  &  proper  returns  shall  be  made  as 
Congress  or  the  board  of  war  may  direct. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  board  of  war  to  Congress. 

Sir, 

The  board  of  war  were  some  time  since  directed  to  take  some 
[measures  for]  recruiting  Col*  Hartley's  regiment.  The  board  are  oC 
opinion  [money]  alone  is  necessary,  &  therefore  pray  the  determina- 
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lioQ  of  OoDgrees  whether  C(A*  Hartley  ditll  be  famBhed  wkh  niMay 
to  recruit  on  the  terms  he  proposes. 

yr.  ob.  Serv*, 

H-a. 

Prea't 

P.  8.  Saoh  others  of  the  nine  regiments  as  have  not  been  adopted 
by  particular  states,  will  doubtless  expect  the  same  indulgences  and 
privileges. 

IHreciedf 
To  His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Council  to  Colokbl  Luttkkloh. 

In  Council. 

Lancaster,  March  10th,  1778. 
Sir, 

Yesterday  I  ree*  your  Letter  of  the  9^  Ins^"*"  from  Beadmg,  and  I 
am  sorry  that  your  indisposition  prevented  your  coming  to  Lan- 
easter.  Council  would  have  been  well  pleased  to  oonverse  with  yon 
on  the  subject  of  Waggons,  because  they  could  have  explained 
themselves  more  fully  than  by  writing.  It  is  my  wish,  and  that  of 
every  member  of  the  board,  uiat  the  full  powers  of  the  State  should 
be  exerted  as  soon  as  they  are  called  upon  for  that  purpose,  by  his 
Excellency  Gen.  Washington,  or  those  acting  under  him,  to  aid  the 
army,  and  I  can  assure  you  that  this  has  invariably  been  the  case, 
and  particularly  so  in  the  business  of  procuring  Waggons;  for, 
until  the  House  of  Assembly  passed  a  Law  to  regulate  them,  and 
oblige  every  person  to  take  their  turn  of  Duty — ^whenever  Council 
was  called  upon  by  the  D.  Q.  Master,  or  any  other  proper  person, 
they  gave  every  assistance  in  their  power  by  permitting  them  to  be 
impressed — ^in  no  instance  can  I  recollect  that  the  least  impediment 
has  been  thrown  in  the  way  of  that  business ;  the  fault,  I  am  persuaded 
ought  to  be  imputed  to  another  cause.  Numbers  of  the  good  people 
of  this  State,  whose  waggons  have  repeatedly  been  in  the  service,  as 
well  as  many  others,  I  am  informed,  who  have  had  their  forage,  &o., 
taken  from  them  by  the  Q.  Masters  &  their  Deputies,  are  not  paid» 
nor  do  they  see  the  least  hopes  of  obtaining  their  Monies.  This 
injurious  treatment,  abundantly  more  than  any  want  of  exertion  in 
the  governing  powers,  is  the  cause  why  there  is  a  backwardness  in 
furnishing  Waggons,  and  permit  me  to  assure  yon  that  it  is  a  matter 
so  serioofl,  that  unless  a  remedy  is  sooo  applied,  it  will  be  out  of  the 

*  See  page  848. 
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power  of  Ooaneil  tor  pat  Ae  IMn  in  6ze<mtioii^  vitMi  ode  half  of 
the  army  is  called  upon  to  assift  thom-^-^  so  Conrnnl  has  Isformed 
Ooagreis.  NotwitbataadiBg  this  diffioalfyi  in  iiopesit  will  ba  aooa 
MDeAed^  I  yeatorday  sect  to  the  Wag^n  Master  of  York  Cottntj^ 
^oeable  to  youa  ft  Gol'l  Toang's  feeommendatien,  for  fifty  Wag^^ 
paoj  to  be  ibrwaided  aa  fast  as  a  brigade  oould  be  proeared,  with 
hnge,  if  the  oommiaBionera  had  provided  any»  if  not  then^  to  oall 
upon  Mr.  Boss,  the  P«  Q.  Master  here. 

yon  may  always  dspeni  upon  every  aseiaiaBce  which  Oonnoil  oan. 
afford. 

Beii^  with  much  raspeot  drp 

yonr  very  huta*  «e*, 

CoL  Latterloh. 


Council  to  Gbkbril  WASHnratoir,  1778. 

In  Council. 

Lancaster;  March  10^  1778. 
Sir, 

In  answer  to  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  I  beg 
leave  to  enclose  yoa  extracts  of  a  letter  to  his  Excellency  the  Presi- 
dent of  Congress  from  this  Conncii,  and  of  a  representation  from 
the  Council  &  the  General  Assembly  to  Congress,  by  which  your 
Szoellency  will  see  that  attention  has  been  given  to  the  supplying 
of  the  army  with  waggons,  and  what  is  the  opinion  of  Council  re- 
specting the  difficulties  attending  this  business.* 

Tliere  is  not  any  state  on  tms  continent  which  has  been  so  op- 
peised  with  the  CMtiaental  business  as  this  has  been,  firom  the 
Degining  of  the  present  controversy  to  this  hour.  Its  exertions 
We  been  sa  aealous  and  unremitting  that  no  time  has  been  lost  in 
eaqiMsa  Ifter  gtoiindfesa  ehargss  of  nfeglect  made  against  it,  which 
hate  bMi  generally  eaknlated  to  eteuse  indecent  or  improvident 
offleeni,  or  to  dfegiMe  the  government  establiidied  in  it.  The 
imaiingly  diftoult  tai^  wfaioh  your  Excellency  has  to  perform  while 
you  ore  waibamsBed  with  perpetual  applieations  and  complaints  of 
officers^  who  ore  not  fklly  acquainted  with  their  dut^,  must,  too 
foieiUy,  donviaoe  you  how  near  to  an  imposribility  it  m  to  oe&duet 
•  Tsry  extetttive  business  wi^out  the  subordinate  officers  discharge 
2ogi  in  eoatie  sdrti  «^eir  duty  $  and  it  Is  from  the  example  of  your 
Ezeellency  alone  that  it  is  believed  to  be  possible  to  conduot  the 
9&k%  ef  a  large  annv  under  the  ^ffioulties  whieh  you  have  had  to 
contend  with.  Equal  abilities  or  success  in  attempts  of  this  kind, 
ue  not  to  be  expected  in  many  instances.    And  this  Coimcil  auist 

*  See  pages  888,  882. 
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acknowledge  thtt  they  are  not  equal  to  lihe  task  impreesed  oa  AeDi 
if  it  is  trndesatood  to  be  their  duty  to  fimuBh  oyer j  Deputy  Qr*  H'- 
with  four  or  five  waggons,  wheneyer  they  are  wanted|  and  to  gi?6 
equal  attention  to  ef  ery  other  department  of  the  State  and  Amy. 
This  indeed  seems  to  be  expeeted  of  them,  for  there  is  at  preaent  in 
absolute  dependanoe  on  the  Oounoil  to  supply  the  oommon  latioos 
of  the  soldiery  now  in  tiiia  borough.  An  earnest  desire  to  serve  the 
General  eauBOi  and  a  zealous  attachment  to  its  interest,  are  the  onlr 
motives  which  oould  possibly  indooe  the  Oounoil  to  undertake  such 
business  in  any  extremity. 

The  unparalleled  patience  and  magnanimity  with  whidi  the  army, 
under  your  Exoelleno^a  command,  have  endured  the  hardships 
attending  their  situation,  unsupplied  as  they  havo  been  thro'  an 
uncommonly  severe  winter,  is  an  honour  which  posterity  will  con- 
sider as  more  illustrious  than  could  have  been  derived  to  them  by  a 
victory  obtained  by  any  sudden  and  vigorous  exertion. 

The  latter  often  depends  on  some  circumstance  trifling  in  itself, 
while  the  former  is  derived  from  a  determined  perseverance  thro'  the 
greatest  of  difficultiesj  which  virtue  ai^d  a  truly  patriotic  spirit  only 
can  inspire. 

Jndffned, 
To  His  Excellency  Qeneral  Wa0hington. 


Council  to  Gbnbral  WASHmaTON. 

In  Council. 

Lancaster;  Msroh  ll^  1778. 
Sir, 

The  endoaed  is  copy  of  a  letter  written  by  the  Navy  Bosrd  of 
Pennsylvania^  which  the  Council  thought  proper  to  refer,  with  such 
intdligence  respecting  the  boats,  &o.,  in  Delawaroi  aa  Captain  Hoston 
shall  be  able  to  give  to  y  Exc.  Hovrever  unwilling  the  Stat« 
may  be  to  lose  their  little  force  on  Delaware^  their  confidence  in 
your  wisdom  will  induce  a  ready  obedienoe  to  your  Exoellenc/B 
ordera,  in  that  and  every  other  military  department.  Perhaps  it 
may  be  necessary  to  take  effectual  measures  to  prevent  the  men, 
belonging  to  the  boats,  from  joining  the  enemyj  upon  their  being 
ordered  to  sink  the  Gallies,  &c. 
I    Cap**  Huston  will  receive  orden  from  you  to  the  Navy  Board. 

T.  W. 

To  his  Exc' G'l  Washington.    By  Captain  Huston.    >. 
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CoimciL  TO  Navy  Board,  1TT8. 

In  Council^  $ 

LaBoasteri  Maroh  llthj  1778. 

Your  letter  of  the  fifth  Iintant  bj  Captaia  Huston  the  Goanoil 
)m%  thought  it  prudent  to  refer  to  his  Exoellencj  Gen'  Washing- 
ton; and  have  recommended  Captain  Huston  to  attend  on  him  with 
BQoh  intelligence  as  he  can  give  respecting  the  fleet  of  our  State. 
Hoveyer  unwillingly  wq  may  aee  this  little  fleet  destroyed  or 
abandoned^  we  must  not  hesitate  to  obey  the  orders  which  his 
Excellency  may  finally  glye  in  this  case;  otherwise  we  shall  get  into 
QonfaaiQii  which  will  be  fatal  to  us:  and  we  are  confident  His 
Excellency  would  not  order  the  gallies  to  be  sunk  without  seeing  a 
retl  necessity  for  so  doing.  • 

Tbe  Council  intend  writing  to  Mr.  Pancoast  respeotinff  the 
eurisgeSy  b«t  ihey  expect  very  little  from  it^  and  recommend  you 
to  dfpnd  on  your  own  exertions  to  haye  the  Ouns  &c*  removed  if 
the  General  8|»11  order  it.  The  Tcry  instant  I  can  furnish  you  with 
money  as  well  to  pay  the  fleet  as  for  the  Commissary^  Mr.  W.  C. 
Bndford  shall  set  off  with  it 

I  am  with  respect 

GentlemeUi 
your  yery  humble  seryant 

T.W. 

To  the  GenUemen  of  the  Pennylyania  Nayy  Board. 
Bj  Captain  Hudson. 


OotJNOiL  TO,  Col.  And*w  Boyd,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Limoaster,  March  11th,  1778. 

oir, 

Ceoneil  are  informed  thai-  there  is  a  quantity  of  Fkper  at  tho 
P>per  a^  betoaging  to  Mr.  Wileooks  in  your  County,  this  is  an 
vtide  so  essenti^ly  necessary  at  this  tiaaie  of  distress  and  difficulty 
when  our  ports  are  shut  np  that  it  is  th^  opinion  of  Council  it  should 
be  immediately  seized  and  taken  to  some  place  of  safety— Council 
thenefore  request  you  to  undertake  this  business  and  as  it  is  probable 
tbt  the  enemy  will  counteiaot  the  design  unless  you  conduct  your- 
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self  with  great  flecrooj  a&d  dispfttohi  a»  I  am  iDfoxmed  that  Mr. 
Wilcockfi  is  in  ithe  Oity  of  PhiUd*,  I  think  it  necessary  to  cantion 
yon  on  this  head,  yon  are  herehy  authorised  to  oall  on  the  Waggon 
Master  of  your  County  for  waggons  as  yon  may  have  occasion,  and 
if  ytm  find  a  Guard  of  Militia  to  be  necessary  which  I  think  is  abso- 
lutely so,  the  powers  with  which  you  are  invested  they  nay  eatiij 
be  procured,  but  none  of  them  should  be  intrusted  with  the  secret 
unless  it  be  the  officer  commanding  the  party — ^as  it  is  intended  that 
the  owner  shall  be  paid  a  reasonable  price  for  the  paper,  you  will 
please  to  leave  a  certificate  with  some  of  the  Family  for  the  qnantity 
you  may  take. 

It  is  the  request  of  Cottnc!l  that  you  make  patticulur  enatdrjr 
respecting  the  conduct  of  the  People  that  are  carrying  on  the  basi- 
ness  at  the  paper  Mill;  and  what  stock  of  raw  materials  is  on  band, 
as  it  is  hinted  to  Council  that  they  are  unfriendly  to  the  American 
6anse. 

I  am  Sir  J 

yowvery. 

Humble  sen*' 

,  P.  8.  Mr.  Wiloocks  has  in  his  possesioQ  a  mould  for  making 
paper  belonging  to  this  State,  which  1  request  you  to  bring  away,  it 
is  marked  with  the  word  Penrui/lvaHia  in  twenty  four  phc^,  he  did 
promise  if  the  enemy  came  that  way  he  would  throw  it  into  the 
Mill  Dam. 

Indorsedf 

To  Col.  Andrew  Boyd  sub-Lieu:^  of  Chester  County. 


Rbsolution  w  Cokgbsss,  1778. 

fo  Q<«gra4  Uth  Htfch,  1778. 
Ilesolved, 

That  whatever  e]q>ence  may  be  incurred  by  the  executive  authoriiy 
of  any  State  in  executing  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  9  Feb/ 
last,  authorising  the  executive  powers  of  every  State  to  suspend' fo^ 
mbb^svionr,  or  retatove  as  sitpemameracy,  any  Offioera  of  th»  staff, 
or  other  civil  offioers^  shall  be  duly  paid  upon  the  aoeoQiits  being  ^ 
before  the  board  of  tareasury. 

Kxtraet  from  the  mintitesi 

CHA.  THOMSON,  booj. 


JoaAJSAs  B.  Smrh  so  Jauis  Yo9H«,  1778. 

Copy. 
Sir, 

The  frequent  «ompIaln4fl  mtde  oonoerniog  the  Waggon  service 
mdaeeB  me  to  trouUe  70a  wtth  this  letter,  I  shall  mention  two  in- 
tUnceSi  k  will  be  much  obliged  to  yon  for  a  state  of  the  case  in 
pwnl,  So  tot  your  sentiments  on  the  partienhir  instanees  I  now 
refer  to. 

Tour  letter  to  Counoil  was  transmitted  to  the  Delegates  of  this 
Bute,  k  we  had  oooasion  to  communicate  it  to  Congress.  It  was  said 
in  reply  that  the  Snperintendants  had  regularly  turned  over  the  whole 
tnoiaotionB  k  given  the  proper  orders  tor  delivery  to  the  Commis- 
Boners,  and  upon  application  from  the  Waggon  Masters  informed 
tibem  tiiat  thev  had  done  so  k  referred  to  them. 

The  other  Instance  b  that  upon  application  for  Waggons  to  move 
2  tons  of  Iron  you  had  refused  to,  saying  that  no  waggons  were  to 
go  out  of  tlie  State. 

At  I  imagine  those  things  only  need  to  be  explained,  I  wish  for 
iofbrmation^  k  shall  be  gUS  to  receive  it,  or  on  any  other  occasion 
from  you. 

I  am  Sir,  wifh  respect 

your  very  Ob*  Serv* 

JON'A.  B.  SMITH. 

York  Town,  11th  March,  1778. 
Dinctedj 
To  Jamea  Young,  Esq. 


Gbn.  Washinoxon  to  Major  Forbkst,  1778, 

Head  Quarters,  11th  March,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  am  (knmred  wiA  yours  of  the  9th,  I  Cannot  oonoeive  how  yon 
ctn  think  yonnelf  Injured  by  tho  promotion  of  Major  Pomkin  io 
the  Xaen*  Golonc^  of  OoL  Crane's  Battalion  of  ArtHIery,  if  it  is  so 
^  I  am  nol  yet  Informed  that  snch  promotion  has  taken  plaee. 
Eseh  Begf  of  Artillery  is  as  distinot  as  the  Beg^  of  foot  belongiftg  to 
the  different  statea  are  ffom  'Oaeh  other,  and  therefore  the  promotion 
of  an  offioar  in  OoL  Oranea  <v  Col.  Lamb's  Battallionno  more  affects 
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design  that  may  be  against  the  general  canse.  We  most  ezeraifle 
an  Oli verian  diligence^  aeorecy  and  jealonsyi  and  seareh  to  the  bottoia 
of  any  oonspiracyi  for  an  early  oonviotion  and  example  may  have  the 
happiest  tendency  to  suppress  so  diabolical  a  spirit,  which  othenriae 
may  prevail  to  onr  ruin,  therefore  Coundli  we  doabt  not  will  take 
every  prudent  and  yigorous  step  to  detect  such  yile  Machinations. 
We  should  not  on  a  Torbal  information  have  proceeded  to  any  measure 
but  that  Ozeas's  testimony  conoeming  the  issuing  the  money  may  be 
sufficient,  failing  of  farther  information  which  we  earnestly  desire  as 
a  matter  of  very  high  importance.  We  have  farther  information  on 
the  same  authority  that  Todd  has  been  lately  near  the  Enemy's  lines 
and  has  dry  goods  to  sell. 

We  are  respectfully  / 

Sir;  y  most 

ob*  hum*  Serv* 


DAN'L  ROBERDBAU. 
JON'A  B.  SMITH. 


P.  S.  The  Servant  is  a  white  man. 
Directed 


His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jun'r.  Esquire,  Pi^sideut  of  (ho 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 

^  Express. 


Board  of  War  to  Prkb.  Wharton,  1778. 

War  offiooy  Maieh  13, 78. 

Sir, 

Mr.  Todd's  aervaat  had  a  pass  from  Mr.  Peters.    Todd  havioi 

previously  shown  him  his  oertifioate  that  he  had  taken  the  oath  (^ 

•Uegiaaoe  he  had  taken  to  thia  state.    After  the  pass  was  given  To^a 

told  Mr.  Peters  that  bis  servant  also  had  taken  the  oath ;  then  Mr. 

Peters  said  his  pass  was  unnecessary,  &  asked  for  it,  but  Xoda 

answered  that  it  would  be  the  surest  lo  have  both.    The  V^  ^ 

for  his  servant  to  m  to  Pottegicov^*  where  he  waa  to  lemaia  ^  ?^ 
master  returned.   The  servant  carried  his  master's  portmantesa  wita 

him.  I  mentioned  these  things  to  Mr.  Smith,  but  tbo't  best  to  re- 
peat them  lest  he  ahonld  have  omitted  them.  Mr.  Peteia  is  *i^ 
but  informed  the  board  of  these  ciroumatanoes  by  a  note;  and  iu^ 
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ladispoiition  prevented  his  refleeting  on  the  ciroamBtances  at  the 
time,  tho'  Aey  looked  att^dcions. 

I  am;  Siri 

T'  obcd*  aerv*, 

TIM.  PICKERING,  Jun'. 

Two  gentlemen  go  off  earlj  to-jnorrow  morning  for  Baltimore,  in 
ponoitoflodd. 

IHrtcted, 
To  His  Exoellencj,  Thos.  Wharton,  Jr.,  Esq. 


Council  to  Gekl.  Lacbt,  1778. 

In  Gonnoil, 

Lancaster,  March  12th,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  leo'd  yoor  Letter  of  the  4th  Inst.,  which  I  laid  before  Gonncil. 
It  is  greatly  to  be  lamented  that  there  are  any  amongst  ns  so  lost  to 
every  sentiment  of  Virtne  as  in  any  manner  to  Aid  those  who  are 
finemys  to  the  inst  cause  we  are  engaged  in.  Yonr  neigbourhood 
Beems  to  abound  with  such,  and  therefore  every  means  should  be 
exerted  to  bring  the  traitors  to  justice.  Those  you  have  taken  should 
be  safely  secured,  in  order  for  tryal,  as  the  Treason  Law  of  this  State 
will  j«Mi  the  crime  yoa  mentioQ  if  proper  proof  be  exhibited,  which 
I  beg  von  to  attend  to.  However,  as  the.  Chief  Justice  is  in  thia 
bonmgh  I  will  eonsnlt  him  upon  it,  and  let  you  know  his  opinion  by 
the  next  opportunity. 

The  Militaa  law  will  not  justify  the  Lieutenant  of  the  County  to 
permit  two  Men  to  serve  as  one,  &  to  be  discharged  at  the  expiration 
clone  Month,  and  I  am  not  a  little  surprised  that  any  Gentleman 
in  that  line  would  eive  it  the  least  countenance. 

Both  Philad.  &  Sucks  Counties  have  for  a  long  time  been  greatly 
exMsed  to  the  insults  and  ravages  of  the  enemy.  Council,  therefore, 
raring  that  you  will  do  your  utmost  not  only  to  IVotect  the  inhabi- 
taitB,  but  to  annoy  the  Knemy,  have  no  doubt  they  will  soon  hear 
tb  t  a  total  stop  is  put  to  the  insults  of  the  Tories  by  your  alacrity  & 
goid  conduct.  ( 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  hum.  Serv*. 

To  B.  Gen.  Lacey. 
Vol.  VI.— 16 
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COTTKCIL  TO  COU  MiCHAEIi  HABBaSIICKy  1778. 

In  Coanoily 

Lanoaster^  March  18, 1778. 

Whereas  Mr.  James  Patton  has  represented  to  this  Council  that 
he,  as  deputy  waggon  M'  of  the  district  of  your  Battalioni  hath  dalj 
summoned,  aooording  to  law,  divers  waggons  for  the  use  of  the  army; 
that  have  not  attended  according  to  the  s^  summons;  and  thatappH^ 
cation  having  been  made  to  you,  you  have  neglected  to  famisk  a 
Guard  to  assist  in  the  due  execution  of  the  law  herein.  Ton  are 
therefore  hereby  commanded  forthwith  to  furnbh  a  sufficient  guard 
to  the  Constable  of  Your  Township  to  bring  in  the  delinquent  wag- 
gons, according  to  law ;  hereof  fail  not,  as  you  will  answer  the  con- 
trary hereof  at  your  peril. 

Given  under  my  hand  &  seal;  date  aforsM. 

By  order  of  the  Council. 

Directed^ 

To  CoP  Mich>  Haberstick. 


EoBBET  Lbvebs  TO  Fbssident  Whabtok,  1778. 

Easton,  March  13%  1778. 
Sir, 

A  few  days  ago  I  wrote  to  Timothy  Mattlaok,  Esquire,  lespectioff 
Mr.  (Gordon  &  Mr.  Jacobs,  enclosing  their  ParollSydesirinff  hewoad 
be  pleased  to  lay  my  proceedings  before  the  Supreme  Ezecntive 
Council.  Mr  Jacobs  in  particular  is  eztreamly  uneasy,  as  he  sajjs, 
he  is  afraid  his  Family  may  suffer  by  his  absence,  and  begs  I  will 
lay  this  circumstance  before  your  Excellency. 

I  find  myself  under  a  difficulty  respectiofl  a  bouse  in  Baston.  The 
House  I  live  in  belongs  to  one  Conrad  Ehrig,  whose  daughter  is 
lately  married  to  John  Arndt,  Esquire.  My  year  expires  the  1** 
April,  and  on  the  First  of  January  last,  my  Landlord  gave  me  notice 
to  move  out  by  the  1"'  April,  alledging  he  wants  the  house  for  him- 
self, and  if  I  do  not  at  that  time  move,  intends  to  proceed  agreeable 
to  y*  Law  for  Summary  Ejectments,  before  Two  Justices.  Altfao' 
as  Barrack  master,  it  shoud  seem  I  shoud  make  my  own  quarters 
good,  yet  for  examples  Sake,  I  woud  willingly  &  cheerfully  act  in 
Subjection  to  the  Laws.  There  is  not  a  house  to  be  had  in  Easton. 
I  woud  therefore  desire  your  Excellency  will  please  to  permit  me  to 
live  at  &  remove  the  Prothonotary  Office  to  AUenstown,  or  Northamp- 
ton, which  woud  be  far  more  convenient  for  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
County  generally,  and  at  the  same  distance  from  the  Place  as  Easton ; 
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tlie  sapreme  Ezeoative  Gonncil  have  ordered  me  to  remove  the  Fablio 
Papen  to,  shoad  any  sudden  alarm  happen.  The  only  InconTenienoe 
berein,  I  presume  would  fall  on  myself,  as  I  must  at  Court  TimeSi 
ittend  at  Easton  with  such  Pnblio  Papers  and  Beoords  as  may  be 
neoessary.  If  there  were  any  possibility  of  getting  a  house  in  this 
Town,  I  wond  not  presume  to  give  your  Ezoellency  this  Trouble ; 
Int  the  houses  are  few  here,  at  best,  none  of  them  soaroe  admit  ci 
taking  in  two  fiimilies,  with  any  degree  of  comfort,  nor  shbnd  I  wish 
to  Uto  in  that  manner  with  the  trust  reposed  in  me. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  Bespecti 

Sir, 

Your  Ezcellenoy's 

most  obedient  humble  servant 

ROBERT  LEVEBS. 
Directed, 

His  Ezoellenoy  Thomas  Wharton,  Jr. ^  Esquire. 


COUKCIL  TO  COMHITTSB  03f  OONaRESS,   1778. 

In  Council,  Lancaster,  March  14, 1778. 

■ 

6eotlemeD| 

The  probable  difficulty  of  obtaining  Saddles  from  the  farmers,  Ac., 
for  the  service  of  the  cavalry,  induced  Council  to  enquire  of  the 
Sadlers  what  price  they  could  make  proper  saddles  for  the  purpose, 
they  have  made  one  as  a  pattern,  for  which  they  charge  : — 

Saddle,  mail  pelon,  leathern  girth  and  Cirdngle,  -  26    00 

Small  leathern  portmantua,         ....  6    10 

One  Houlster  and  Horse  Shoe  bag,      ...  7    10 

Boot  for  a  Carbine, 15 

Double  rdned  bridle  (with  a  horseman's  bitt,  605.|)  6 

£47      ~ 


The  price  of  a  Common  saddle  is  £22,  and  the  farmers  will  expect 
the  utmoet  value  for  such  as  may  be  had  of  them.  Your  directiona 
in  this  matter  will  be  complied  with. 

The  sooner  the  Certificates  are  put  into  the  hands  of  Council,  the 
nore  tucoeasful  the  purchase  of  the  horses  may  reasonably  be  ex- 
pocted  tojbe.  But  we  find  that  Ur.|Smith  has  had  no  directions 
thereon. 

Hoiibla  Com.  of  GoDgrcM  ai  Head  Quarters. 
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FassiDSNT  07  CoiraRBSS  to  Pbesidbnt  Whabtoh,  1778. 

Tork  Towa,  15  Harob,  177&  . 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  your  Excellenoyi  the  lOtb  Inst.,b} 
Barry. 

Your  Bxoelleney  will  reoeive  with  this  two  Acte  of  Gongieas,  one 
of  the  11th  &  one  of  the  12th  Inst ;  the  latter,  I  am  glad  to  flay, 
does  not  apply  at  present  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  &  that  there- 
fore the  transmission  is  an  Act  of  Daty,  more  than  of  ezpedienoe. 

1.  For  defraying  the  expenoes  inonrred  in  the  States  by  eanTing 
into  effeot  the  Act  of  Oongress  of  the  9th  Febry.  for  snspendine  or 
removing  snpemumerary  I  delinqnent  offioera. 

2.  Beqnesting  that  each  State  will  keep,  constantly  alteading 
GongresSi  at  least  three  Members  daring  the  War.  x 

I  am^  with  the  utmost 

Begard  &  Esteem^  Sir^ 

Your  Ezcellenc/s 

ObedifiBt  homUe 

Servanti 

HENRY  LAORENS, 
President  of  Goiigit8i< 

On  public  Serrioe. 

Henry  Laurens. 

To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  EsquirOi  President  of  tbo 
Ezeoutiye  Oouncil  of  Pennsylvania,  &c.|  &c.|  Lancaster. 


Bbsolutions  of  Congress,  1778. 

In  Congress, 

16th  ManA,  1778. 

Besolved, 

That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  deliver  over  to  the  order  of 
the  president  &  o6uncil  of  Pensylvauia  the  prisoners  sent  from  tbs^ 
State  to  Virginia. 

Besolvedi 

That  the  application  on  behalf  of  the  Hon.  John  Penn  &  Beojamis 
Chew,  that  they  may  be  ddivend  over  to  the  oidsr  of  IhiStetoo^ 
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Pensylvsnia,  be  referred  to  a  com*  of  three,  who  are  directed  to  oor^ 
respond  with  the  said  State,  St  report  to  OoogresB. 
The  members  choeen,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  James  Smith,  &  Mr.  Henry. 

Extract  from  the  miniites, 

BJEiLCHER  P.  SMITH,  Sec'j  pro  Tem. 


J.  B.  Smith  to  Prbs.  Waarton,  1778. 

York  Town,  March  16, 1778. 
Sir, 

Above  joa  hate  copy  of  a  resolution  this  day  passed  by  Congress. 
The  second  resolution  was  moved  but  referred  to  a  Committee  who 
are  directed  to  confer  with  Council  thereon.  The  Committeee  are 
Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  James  Smith  k  Mr.  Henry. 

This  afikir  appears  to  be  of  a  delicate  nature  &  may  posnbly  tend 
to  embarrass,  if  not  to  injure.  The  view  of  Council  is,  I  apprehend| 
to  be  informed,  if  possible,  of  the  intended  precautions  to  be  taken 
by  the  state,  preventive  of  any  ill  effects  firom  liberating  Messrs. 
Peon  &  Chew. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  ob'  Serv*, 

JONA.  B.  SMITH. 


RbSOLUTION  09  CdNQRSSS,   1778. 

In  Congress, 

March  16th,  1778. 

Whereas  Congress  have  not  received  information  of  the  measuies 
which  the  sever^  states  hare)  from  time  to  time  adopted,  in  eonse- 
qamice  of  their  recommendations.  And,  whereas,  such  information^ 
together  with  the  concurrence  of  the  respective  legislatures,  in  vigor* 
OQslj  exeouting  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  essentially  necessary  to 
enable  them  to  tnmsaot  the  important  concerns  of  the  united  states. 

Besolred, 

That  the  governors  &  presidents  of  the  said  states  be  earnestly 
requested  to  transmit  to  Congress,  as  soon  as  possible,  attested  copieB 
of  the  acts  passed  by  their  respective  legislatures,  in  parsnance  of 
recommendations  of  Congress,  which  they  may  have  reoeived,  since 
the  first  day  of  November  last,  &  of  all  acts  which  they  may  hereafter 
paasy  in  oonseqnenoe  of  future  recommendations. 

Satraet  from  the  minnt^. 

SELCHEB  P.  SMITH,  Sec.  p.  Tem. 
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Jambs  Young  to  Cotjmoil,  1778. 

I  beg  beg  leave  to  trouble  you  with  a  Copy  of  a  letter  I  bare 
receivea  from  Jon*  B.  Smith,  on  the  Waggon  Service,  with  mj 
answer  to  the  same,  (open,)  which  I  beg  you  will  be  kind  enonsh  to 
seal  and  forward ;  my  reason  for  sending  it  to  yon  is,  that  the  Hon^'* 
Council  may  see  what  injurious  Charges  are  laid  against  innocent 
Men,  by  whom  I  will  not  undertake  to  say. 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  Council  that  a  Brigade  of  Waggons  from  this 
County,  who  were  order'd  for  Camp  &  to  load  at  M'  Lesher's  MiU,  or 
where  he  might  have  loading  for  them  ;  when  they  went  there,  do 
loading  was  ready,  &  thererore  they  were  discharged.  Thas  the 
blame  may  be  laid  on  the  Waggon  Master's  Department  withont 
Cause.  When  Waggons  are  ready,  we  know  not  where  to  get  load- 
ing :  M'  Leshar  has  nonC;  &  W  Eckhart  very  little.    I  am, 

Bespectfully,  Sir, 

your  very  Obedi  Serv*, 

JA-  YOUNG. 

Beading,  17**  March,  1778. 

Directed, 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq'. 


Charles  Pbttit,  A.  Q.  M.  G.,  to  Viob  Prbsident  Bryan, 

1778. 

Camp,  Valley  Forge,  17**  March,  1778. 

Copy. 
Sir, 

Circumstances  so  strongly  indicate  the  Enemy's  Intention  to  evao- 
uate  Philadelphia,  that  there  seems  to  be  little  room  to  Poubt.  Hid 
Excellency,  the  Oeneral,  has  heretofore  thought  proper  to  order 
Preparations  for  a  removal  of  the  Army  in  Case  of  Need.  Oar 
Strength  of  Teams  is  yet  insufficient  without  Aid  from  the  Coontryj 
His  Excellency  has  therefore  ordered  me  to  call  upon  this  State,  uid 
use  every  other  means  in  my  Power  for  a  supply.  The  time  it  Takes 
to  Call  forth  the  Teams  of  the  Country  into  actual  Service  in  the 
usual  mode,  and  the  great  number  yet  remaining  to  Compleat  the 
Quotas  Called  for  heretofore,  induces  me  to  doubt  whether  the  making 
an  additional  Requisition  now,  will,  answer  the  End  propel-  ^^^ 
Commissaiy's  Department  informs  me  they  shall  want  on  this  oeeasioB 
one  hundred  and  fifty  Teams  more  than  they  now  have ;  if;  therefore, 
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that  namber  Can  be  added.  Either  by  tntning  Ihem  out  on  the  old 
Older  or  on  a  new  one;  they  would  be  eeaentially  naefiil ;  I  Oanot 
tyoid  on  this  ooeaaion,  however,  making  a  reaaeet  to  yon  for  the  one 
bondred  and  fifty  Teams  which  I  ahoold  wish  might  come  to  Gamp 
Id  a  few  days,  leaded  with  Frovisione  &  foraffe,  and  then  be  ready 
to  attend  the  army  with  provisions,  if  they  coa'd  any  how  be  Collected 
in  the  Counties  near  at  hand,  &  speedily,  they  might  be  Essentially 
Qsefall,  and  I  believe  we  shall  not  have  occasion  to  Detain  them 
iiaoy  Days — probably  not  call  upon  them  to  Gross  the  River  at  all, 
M I  believe  Teams  soffioieut  will  be  Beady  in  Jersey.  You  will 
please  to  inform  me  what  may  be  Ezpeotea  from  this  requisition, 
that  I  may  place  a  proportionate  Dependance  on  them. 
I  am,  Sir, , 

your  most  ob**  hum*  Serv*, 

GHARLES  PBTTIT,  A.  Q.  M.  Q«. 

Col.  James  Young,  W.  M.  6>  Penna. 

19«*  May. 
Sir, 

In  the  Hurry  of  Business  I  neglected  enclosing  this  to  you  yester- 
day by  the  Express,  which  I  hope  you  will  Excuse;  being 

your  very  Obed.  Serv*, 

JAMBS  YOUNG. 
Dirtciedf 

On  Public  Service. 

To  the  Hon***  George  Bryan^  Esq^  Vice  President  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


AbK.  ClIRK  JCC.y  OOMHITTBB  OF  OONGRBSS  TO  PbBSIDBNT 

Wharton,  1778, 

York,  18»  March,  1778. 
Hon*  Sir, 

Your  Excelleneies'  Letter  in  Gouncil  of  the  7^  Instant,  relative  to 
the  {Prisoners  sent  from  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  to  Virginia,  was 
Rad^^in  Goneress,  and  a  resolution*  thereupon  entered  into,  directing 
the  Board  of  War  to  deliver  them  to  the  Order  of  your  state,  which 
Eesolation,  we  presume,  has  been  transmitted  in  the  usual  channel. 

The  latter  part  of  the  Letter  which  mentions  the  case  of  the 
Hon^i*  John  Penn  and  Benj*  Ghew,  Esq'*,  occasions  the  sub- 
scribers to  trouble  your  Excellency  herewith,  they  having  been 
sppointed  by  Gongress  a  Gommittee  to  Gorrespond  with  yottr  state, 
&  bring  in  a  report  to  Gongress  on  that  subject    Those  Gentlemen 

*  8ee  page  878. 
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as  Grown  (Mkers,  ft  bolding  Oommissions  nnder  the  avUiority  of 
the  Banff  of  Great  Britain  prior  to  the  deolsration  of  Independenee, 
ft  yet  takinff  no  acttve  part  f  that  we  know  of  a^inat  hb,)  tinoe  that 
Period,  renders  their  eitnation  Teiy  peenliar,  m  the  first  pohit  of 
Yiew  they  seenii  nnder  their  present  restraint|  Priaotters  of  the 
United  States;  what  is  to  be  done  with  them  eonsistent  with  Jostioo 
ft  the  pnblic  safety,  is  a  Question  of  mnoh  importance.  If  enkrged 
&  permitted  to  go  into  Philadelphia  what  mischief  may  our  Enemiei 
doe  under  a  Oolour  of  their  authority,  even  without  their  consent,  if 
permitted  to  go  at  large  in  those  parts  of  Pennsylvania  in  possesnoo 
of  the  WhigS;  as  they  are  so  intermixed  with  Tories,  very  mis* 
ohieveous  consequences  may  arise.  If  confined  in  Pennsylvama  for 
refusing  a  Test,  it  may  occasion  discontent  ft  caballing. 

Congress  have  no  objection  (we  are  inclined  to  think)  to  their 
being  returned  under  the  au&ority  of  the  state,  provided  it  can  be 
done  without  danger  to  the  state  of  Pennsylv*  in  partioular,  or  the 
United  States  in  generaL 

The  Committee  request  such  Information  on  the  subject  as  your 
state  may  think  proper  to  communicate,  to  enable  them  to  form 
their  opinion,  and  report  to  Congress  for  their  determination.* 
We  have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

your  SzoelUencies  most  obed*  servants^ 

ABRA.  GLARE, 
JOHN  HENRY,  Jun'., 
JA-  SMITH. 
Directed, 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jnn',  Esq',  President  of 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 


Jos/Watkins  to  Council^  1778. 

Lebanon,  March  18*,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  just  received  yours  of  the  15*  Instant,  but  am  sonr  hiTO 
it  not  in  my  power  to  comj^y  with  the  order  of  the  Council,  haTiog 
some  time  ago  sent  all  the  Block  Tin  that  was  in  my  care  to  Ct^ 
lisle.  But  a  Brigade  of  Waggons  will  go  from  this  Plsce  in  a  few 
Days,  and  shall  order  one  Block  of  Tin  to  be  sent  down  here  (^  i^ 
is  not  already  used)  and  shall  forward  it  and  the  Lead  as  quick  tf 
possible. 

lam, 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

JO-  WATKINS, 
0.  0.  ft  M.  Storw. 
Directed, 

To  Timothy  Matlaek,  Esq*. 

*  See  answer,  p.  889. 
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P&is.  Wha&t6n  70  GoL.  BicHABD  MoOallistbr^  17784 

In  Conndl. 

Lanoaater,  Maroh  18^^  1778. 

Sir, 

The  Council  having  judged  it  necessary  to  call  the  eighth  class  of 
militia  of  jour  county  into  actual  service,  you  are  hereby  authorised 
and  directed  to  send  the  said  8th  class  of  militia  as  expeditiously  as 
possible  to  this  borough^  to  be  farther  disposed  of  as  the  Council 
shall  direct. 

The  ConUnental  troops  now  here  are  ordered  to  camp,  and  will 
probably  set  out  on  Monday  next,  from  which  time  there  will  be  no 
guards  here  over  the  ammunition  stores,  &c*,  until  the  militia  arrive, 
which  makes  it  absolutely  necessary  to  forward  them  with  all  pos- 
sible expedition^  such  as  are  first  ready  must  be  sent  forvmrd  with- 
out waiting  for  tho  whole  getting  ready.  The  Council  depend  on 
jowt  activity  and  zeal  in  forwarding  this  class  without  the  least  delay. 

Sy  order  of  Council, 

THO  WHARTON,  Jnn% 

Presid*. 

Directed, 

To  Colonel  Richard  M^^Callister,  Lieu*  of  Tork  County. 


V.  P.  Brtan  to  Assrmbly,  1778. 

Sir, 

la  a  bill  printed  for  Consideration,  intituled  a  supplement  to  an 
Act  intituled  an  Act  to  continue  part  of  an  Act,  &c.,  ocmceming  the 
nightly  watch  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  it  is  set  forth  that  the 
Swretary  &  Clerk  of  the  murket  have  had  the  letting  of  the  Market 
Houses,  stalls  ft  stands  in  the  Market  jplaoes,  and  of  the  ferries, 
whaift,  ft  pablio  Landing  plaees  in  Philad*.  This  seems  to  me  a 
veiy  mistaken  re|vesentation ;  one  that  will  very  inconveniently 
i^pear  in  a  Law.  Mr.  Matlaek  never  had  any  thins  in  eharge  on 
the  Bobjeot,  nor  do  I  believe  he  has  medled  with  the  business.  Mr. 
Redman,  Clerk  of  the  Market,  has  alone  the  charge  of  the  Stalls. 
Those  in  the  shambles,  between  the  Court  house  ft  Third  street,  were 
rmned  by  the  Enemy,  ft  have  been  restored  by  means  of  mone^ 
advanced  by  the  Butchers,  who,  in  consideration  thereof,  are  inti- 
tuled to  hold  them  without  further  return  for  two  years,  from  last 
&U.  I  know  of  no  legal  right  by  which  the  corporation  rented  any 
ferry  in  the  dty,  save  that  at  the  western  end  of  High  street,  over 
the  SohuylkiU,  with  which  an  Act  of  Assembly  vested  them.    The 

16* 
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trifling  rates  of  ferriagei  &  the  intenrention  of  a  bridge  bnilt  by  the 

gablioi  a  otroumstatioe  w*^  rendered  these  rates  illegal,  with  the 
opes  of  something  being  done  by  the  Legialatore,  firom  time  to 
time,  to  put  the  passage  over  SehnylkiU  on  some  proper  fooUnp;,  hu 
preirented  any  bargain  with  the  tenant  there.  In  this  situation  it 
seems  odd  to  read  in  this  bill  a  proposed  grant  of  Ferries,  when  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  a  bridge  will,  at  all  times  hereafter,  be  main- 
tained over  tnat  River,  &  when  the  system  on  which  this  dependBj  is 
elosely  connected  with  the  Ferry  house. 

The  Landing  places  were  let  out  by  the  late  Gorpontion  of  tbe 
city,  by  what  right  I  know  not.  They  were  public  ground  siyen 
for  the  free  use  of  the  inhabitants.  If  it  be  thought  best  toxeep 
them  in  repair,  by  levying  wharfage  for  wood  ft  other  necessaries 
put  on  shore,  it  wUl  be  necessaiy  that  proper  authority  be  vested  in 
the  assessors  and  wardens  for  that  purpose.  As  Council  do  not 
think  tbe  claim  or  practice  of  the  late  Mayor  and  Commonalty  to 
be  safe  ground  for  demanding  a  rent,  in  consideration  of  suoh  a 
wharfage  rate,  they  have  not  farmed  them  out,  tho'  they  were  charged 
generafly  with  the  care  of  the  City  Estate. 

The  Qentlemen  of  the  Council  do  not  wish  you  to  burden  your 
minutes  with  this  explanation,  but  they  believe  you  will  make  a 
proper  use  of  it  before  the  bill  is  finished. 

I  am,  D'  Sir, 

your  most  obed^  servS 

G.B. 

P.  S.  For  six-pence  in  the  pound  additional  rate,  read  not  exceed- 
ing 6d,  in  the  pound,  ft  say  how  often  it  may  be  levied — ^whether 
yearly. 


Council  to  Board  of  Wab,  1778; 

Lancaster.  March  18  th,  1778. 
Sir, 

Tiie  Council  have  received  information  that  John  Hubley,  Esq', 
is  ordered  to  remove  the  ammunition  now  in  this  borough  fiirther 
westward,  and  as  it  evidently  is  neoeasary  to  have  a  supply  of 
catridges  for  the  guards,  &o.,  they  have  ordered  Mr.  Hubley  to 
deliver  Major  Wirtz  a  quantity  of  powder,  sufficient  for  20,000 
catridges,  which  he  is  directed  to  make  up  immediately.  Of  this  I 
am  commanded  by  Council  to  acquaint  you  in  expectation  of  you 
laying  it  before  the  Board  of  War  for  their  approbation. 
I  am  with  great  respect, 

your  very  humUe  servant, 

TIMOTHY  MATLACK,  Sec^. 

Directed^ 

To  the  Seo^  of  the  Board  of  War. 


FBNNSYLYANIA  ASOmVES  1778.  871 

Jon'n  B.  Smith  to  Pbbsidbnt  Whartok,  1778. 

York  Town,  March  19th,  1778. 
Sir, 

Upon  ftn  api^ioation  from  the  s^ttlen  at  Wioming  or  as  they  call 
it,  ''The  Town  of  Weatmoreland/^  Congress  agreed  to^establish  one 
Company  of  troops  there  for  its  immediate  defenoe  for  one  year. 
Congress  has  expressed  this  in  the  same  terms  in  which  a  similar 
resolation  passed  two  years  ago,  &  which  I  believe  was  adopted  on 
the  consent  of  the  Delegates  from  Conneotioat  &  this  State ;  at  the 
aame  time  establishments  were  formed  for  the  defenoe  of  the  other 
frontiers  by  establishing  other  corps  both  with  regard  to  PensyW.  & 
Virginia.  The  honse  is  prepared  for  the  same  measures  now  on 
appucation  (I  believe)  for  that  purpose.  But  the  affair  I  imagined 
had  been  left  to  the  Commissioners  now  at  Pittsborgh  at  least  as  fax 
as  it  r^pects  the  Vicinity  of  that  place. 

In  a  letter  received  from  Qen}  Washington  yesterday  he  speaks 
of  the  Enemya  representation  oonoeming  the  treatment  of  the  flag 
bearers,*  &  seems  to  labour  nnder  considerable  difficulties  on  that 
head.  An  order  passed  Congress  some  time  ago  for  obtaining  from 
the  Hon^^  Council  a  state  of  that  transaction  as  far  as  Council  or 
persons  under  their  authority  were  concerned,  I  wish  it  were  done. 

The  committee  ordered  to  report  on  the  memorial  of  the  assembly 
k  Council  have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  laying  before  Congress 
their  report.  I  have  seen  what  they  propose.  Among  other  matters, 
they  recommend  that  the  price  fixed  by  the  State  be  adhered  to,  & 
that  the  waggon  hire  be  settled  agreeable  to  the  aot  of  our  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect 

your  Excellencys 

obed^  &  very  Humble  Servant 

JON'A  B.  SMITH. 
DirecUd, 

On  publidc  service,  J.  B.  Smith. 

To  His  Excellency  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
Laneaater. 

*  See  pages  217,  283,  268. 
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Jambs  Hamilton  to  Council. 

NortlumptoD,  Maroh  19, 1778. 

Sir, 

I  take  tbe  liberty  through  yon  to  adreas  myself  to  the  Premdent 
and  Council,  for  leave  to  return  to  my  family,  and  to  tbe  oare  of  my 
private  affairs,  which  have  already  suffered  greatly,  and  most  con- 
tinue to  suffer  by  my  absence,  and  as  I  have  reason  to  be  thankful 
for  your  former  civilities  I  trust  and  have  confidence  that  you  will  not 
discontinue  them  on  the  present  occasion,  but  on  the  eontrary,  will 
countenance  and  enfcfttse  my  request,  with  all  the  weight  and  infla« 
ence  you  have  in  the  publick  Council  of  the  Qovemment. 

I  cannot  allow  myself  to  believe  that  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Coaneil 
have  any  personal  ill  will  to  me,  being  conscious  that  I  have  never 
deserved  it  from  any  one  of  them ;  and  if  through  the  whole  oourse 
of  this  unhappy  contest,  I  have  demean'd  myself  in  such  manner  as 
to  give  them  no  just  cause  of  offence,  excepting  only  that  I  have  not 
actually  join'd  myself  to  Utte  party  they  espouse,  I  hope  the^  will 
please  to  think,  that  the  very  great  losses  already  sustained  ra  mj 
private  fortune,  with  a  six  month's  restraint  from  the  society  of  my 
nearest  and  best  eonnectxons,  a  sufficient  punishment  to  one  of  my 
advanced  age,  for  having  merely  adopted  a  speculative  ofHuian, 
which  I  am  persuaded  cannot  have  had  the  least  fll  effect  upon  the 
cause  they  are  engaged  in. 

But  a  circumstance  of  vastly  more  importance  to  me,  and  which 
indeed,  is  the  immediate  cause  of  my  present  application,  is  thtt 
an  unhappy  disord^  in  my  face,  for  the  cure  oif  wnich  I  some  years 
since  undertook  a  voyage  to.  England,  and  thought  it  perfectly  accom- 
plished, hath  again  made  its  appearance  with  very  alarming  symp- 
toms, which  will  require  the  assistance  of  the  very  ablest  Physicians 
and  surgeons  to  remove,  and  which  if  not  speedily  removed,  will 
probably  cost  me  my  life;  and  I  am  sure  there  is  no  need  to  tell  yoa 
that  the  Gkntlemen  of  the  Faculty  in  these  parts,  without  the  least 
reflection  on  the  skill  of  any  of  them,  are  not  such  as  one  can  iolefy 
confide  in  for  the  oare  of  so  dangerous  a  Disorder. 

I  shall  esteem  it  a  particular  uvour,  if  you  will  lay  this  apptioadon 
before  filr.  President  Wharton  and  the  members  of  the  Bxeouti?e 
Council,  who  upon  a  due  consideration  of  the  several  matters  alledged 
will  I  hope  be  induced  to  giant  me  this  permission  to  return  forth- 
with to  my  own  house,  where  not  only  the  assistance  of  Physicians  &o, 
but  the  necessary  attendance  about  my  own  person  can  be  had  with 
much  more  convenience  than  can  possibly  oe  found  here,  in  that 
situation,  I  shall  certainly  endeavour  to  live,  if  I  do  live,  as  inoffen- 
sively as  I  have  hitherto  done,  and  I  am  not  sensible  that  any  com- 
plaint, much  less  any  charge  to  the  Contrary,  hath  ever  been  made 
agdnst  me  by  any  person  whatsoever* 
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I  am  not  in  the  least  apprehensive  that  any  Gentleman  who 
knows  me  can  be  so  trajost  as  to  snfipeot  me  of  ezageration  in  the 
tboTO  state  of  my  case,  with  a  view  to  excite  compassion  in  the 
breasts  of  those  I  address  myself  to.  Were  I  capable  of  so  fraudulent 
an  attempt,  I  should  heartily  despise  myself,  and  freely  acknowledge 
that  I  ought  to  be  despised  by  all  others  for  so  base  a  prevarication. 

If  the  Fresvlent  ana  Oouncil  shall  please  to  grant  my  request,  as 
I  flatter  myself  they  will,  and  for  which  I  shall  think  myself  highly 
obtig^d  to  them,  I  have  only  further  to  request,  that  it  may  be  done 
MB  vfeedilj  as  their  forms  will  allow,  all  delays  in  my  situation 
being  pernicious  and  dangerous,  and  I  must  desire  the  favour  of  you 
to  expedite  as  much  as  possible,  the  passage  for  me,  my  servants  and 
baggage,  by  the  Bearer  Jacob  Baughman— ^whom  I  send  on 
porpose  to  receive  their  resolution^  and  to  convey  it  to  me  without 
loss  of  time. 

I  am  with  much  respect 

Sir,  your  most 

obedient  Servant^ 

JAMSa  HAMILTON^ 

Postscript  Since  writing  the  above  I  have  had  the  ^tisfaction 
of  seeing  Doctor  Shippen,  whose  certificate  respecting  my  case  I  have 
iodosed,  by  which  the  President  &  Council  will  perceive  that  I  have 
not  attempted  to  imposo  upon  them  in  the  account  I  gave  of  my 
ease,  and  which  I  beg  you  will  likewise  lay  before  them. 

J.  H.* 

March  20th^  1778. 

DirecUdf 
To  Timothy  Matkck,  Esquire. 


Northfinpton,  20  March,  1778. 

At  Mr.  Hamilton's  request  I  have  carefulfy  inspected  the  sore  on 
his  nose,  and  am  of  opinion  that  it  required  the  immediate  care  and 
asBstance  of  the  ablest  Physicians  &  Surgeons,  to  cure  &  remove  it; 
and  that  any  considerable  delay  in  administering  the  remedies  for 
that  ptffpose  may  &  will  be  attended  with  the  worstconaequenoes  to 
his  health. 

W.  SHIPPEN,  jr,  D.  G. 
*  See  page  888. 
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Gen.  Bobsbdeau  to  President  Wharton,  1778. 

Tork  TowD|  March,  19th,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  enclosed  resoIatioB  was  this  Eveninff  proposed  to  Congressi 
and  after  some  debate,  committed  to  the  Delegates  of  this  State,  we 
therefore  request  Instraotions  from  The  Hon'ble  the  Gonncil  on  the 
head,  with  their  result  on  the  other  matters  referred  to  them  by  as 
as  soon  as  possible.  A  resolution  has  passed  Congress  recommendhiff 
to  this  state  to  call  out  five  hundred  Militia,  whi(m  will  be  forwarded 
to  yon  by  the  President  to  which  please  to  be  referred.  I  am  in 
behalf  of  my  Colleagues  very  respectfully, 

^  Sir,  y  most 

oh*  hum*  Serv*, 

DANIEL  BOBEBDEAU. 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jan'r  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsilvania,  Lancaster. 


Resolution  of  Congress,  1778. 

In  Congress,  March  19th,  1778. 
Besolved, 

That  the  government  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  bo  requested 
to  Station  five  hundred  militia  at  the  following  places  in  this  State, 
under  active  and  prudent  oflicers,  vis. 

Two  hundred  men  at  Easton. 
One  hundred  at  Bethlehem. 
T^  hundred  at  Beading. 

For  the  defence  of  the  magarines  of  military,  ft  other  stores  h 
provirions  at  those  plaoes,  ft  to  keep  the  communication  secure  from 
any  sudden  incursions  of  the  enemy,  until  the  board  of  war  or 
General  Washington  shall  think  it  expedient  to  discharge  the  said 
militia. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

Belcher  P.  Smith,  Sec.  p.  Teia. 
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BbSOLUTIONS  09  GOKGRKSB,   1778. 

In  CoDgress,  March  19th,  1778. 
Reflokedy 

That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  several  States  to  take  the 
most  speedy  &  effectual  measures  for  raising  their  quotas  of  men, 
agreeably  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  26th  ult.,  &  to  cause 
the  men  so  raised^  or  which  had  been  raised  previous  to  the  passing 
that  resolve,  to  march  to  their  places  of  rendezvous  without  the 
smallest  delay;  taking  care  that  as  many  as  possible  come  armed  & 
accoutered. 

And  thai  a  more  certain;  &  adequate  supply  of  accoutrements  may 
be  provided. 

Besolved, 

That  it  be  recommended  to  each  State  to  appoint  some  suitable 
person  or  persons  to  get  made  with  all  possible  dispatch,  as  many 
compleat  setts  of  accoutrements  &  spare  bayonet  sheaths,  as  shall  be 
sufficient  for  their  respective  quotas  of  troops ;  the  cartridge  boxes  to 
be  made  io  hold'twenty-nine  rounds  of  cartridges  when  made  up  with 
ounce  balls,  &  the  cover  of  good  substantial  leather,  with  a  small 
eover  or  flitp  under  it,  that  the  ammunition  may  be  most  effectually 
goarded  against  rain ;  and  to  prevent  impositions  from  the  workmen, 
that  propeiT  inspectors  be  appointed  to  examine  &  receive  the  accou- 
trements, with  orders  to  reject  such  as  are  bad, &  insufficient;  &  that 
the  accoutrements  so  provided  shall  be  sent  forward  with  the  troops, 
or  as  soon  after  as  possible :       ^ 

That  in  case  in  any  State  they  have  quantities  of  tin,  instead  of 
the  cartonoh  boxes,  an  equal  number  of  tin  cartridge  cannisters  bo 
forniahed  agreeably  to  a  pattern  or  description  to  De  sent  by  the 
board  of  war. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y 

Bec'd  from  Secy's  Office  27th. 
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Arch'd  McCusan  to  Pbbsidbnt  Wharton,  1778. 

Tork;  March  20tli  1778. 
May  it  please  Your  Excellency. 

On  Yeaterday  I  sent  a  few  linea  to  the  Gonncil  which  had  kmg 
Iain  by  me  for  the  Want  of  a  safe  and  Certain  opportunity  of  Con* 
Teyanoe;  and  tho'  the  Time  is  now  short,  nnto  which  I  have  appointed 
the  People  to  come  for  their  LioenceSi  yet  the  shortness  of  my  being 
acquainted  with  the  Opport\inity  by  Mr.  Hahn  the  bearer  theieef 

{revented  me  from  being  more  particular,  and  of  requesting  That  the 
licenoes  may  be  sent  by  him ; — ^I  therefore  now  beg  the  Favour  of 
Council  that  they  may  be  sent  either  by  Mr.  Hahn,  or  by  the  Bearer 
hereof  Col.  McAIister,  either  of  whom  will  so  much  oblige  me  as  to 
bring  them,  and  I  the^  rather  request  it,  That  the  Time  is  so  short  I 
cannot  now  go  over  myself,  and  on  next  Week,  I  have  appointed  to 
deliver  them  to  the  People. 

The  inclosed  application  came  to  my  hands  in  its  present  state  on 
last  Evening,  and  I  submit  it  to  the  Council  to  give  it  its  due  Weight 
The  Matters  set  forth  in  it  are  Facts,  and  if  the  Acts  of  Oenmi 
Assembly  are  sufficiently  clear  to  make  the  Appointments  Legal  in 
this  Mode,  I  will  venture  to  say  the  appointment  is  necessary,  &  the 
Persons  unexceptionable  and  besides  are  recommended  by  some  of 
the  first  Gentlemen  in  the  Place. 

I  would  humbly  propose  it  to  your  Excellency  and  there  reatit^ 
whether  the  Council  are  not  enabled  by  the  Constitution  to  recommend 
necessary  Matters  to  the  Assembly, — ^If  so  I  presume  as  the  times 
now  are.  That  a  farther  allowance,  qt  the  augmentation  of  the  Feei 
of  Civil  and  Judicial  Officers  are  at  this  Time  necessary,  as  in  their 
Endeavours  to  serve  the  General  cause,  they  are  exio  officio  in  s 
great  Degree  restrained  from  other  Resources  for  the  obtaining  even 
a  common  Living,  and  the  Fees  by  Law  being  inadequate,  it  is  hard 
if  they  must  sink,  in  their  Endeavours  to  be  subservient  to  the  sal- 
vation of  their  Country. 

In  that  Case  I  should  Think  That  instead  of  Regulating  the  whole 
Table,  That  for  the  present  only  the  doubling  the  allowance  of  all 
Officers,  would  be  short  and  easy  and  not  inadequate. 

Pardon  this  Trouble,  The  Bearing  being  on  Journey,  I  have  not 
Time  to  revise  it. 

I  am  with  great  Sincerity 

your  Excellency's  mos't 

Obedient  Humble  Servant 

ARCH'D  MoCLEAN. 
Directed. 

His  Bxoellenoy  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun'r,  Esq.,  President,  &c. 
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BiSOLUIIONS  OP  COKGRSSSy  1778. 

In  Gongresa, 

March  20th,  1778. 
Resolved, 

That  the  supreme  ezeentiye  coanoil  of  Pennsylvania  he  reanested 
to  take  measures  that  the  law,  lately  passed  in  that  state,  for  the 
express  purpose  of  filling  magazines  for  the  nse  of  the  continental 
anny,  be  effectually  executed  by  the  Commissioners  named  in  said 
law,  for  obtaining  the  30,000  barrels  of  flour  directed  to  he  laid  up 
on  the  east  side  of  Susquehannah,  and  such  other  kinds  of  provisions 
as  may  be  in  their  power  to  procure,  unless  Congress  shidl  find  that 
quantity  of  flour  unnecessary  to  be  procured,  £  shall  give  orders 
accordingly : 

That  it  is  expected  fit)m  those  of  the  Commissioners,  who  act  on 
the  west  side  of  Susquehannah,  that  they  use  their  endeavours  to 
purchase  &  lay  up  such  quantities  of  provisions,  ft  in  such  places  as 
the  boftrd  of  war  shall  deem  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  army  in 
cise  of  emergency : 

That  Congress  conceive  all  cause  of  complaint  against  the  instruo- 
tioQs  of  the  board  of  war  to  their  superintendents  must  now  oease, 
SB  three  of  said  superintendants  have  been  dismissed ;  and  it  is  ex- 
pressly injoined  upon  the  others  to  conform  to  the  regulations  of  the 
itate  m  which  they  are,  from  time  to  time,  employed : 

That  the  president  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  be  informed,  that 
wbatever  rate  the  le^ature  of  that  s|Ate  has  fixed  for  the  wa^es  of 
waggons,  shall  be  paid  for  the  waggons  of  that  state  employed  in  the 
service  of  the  oontment,  since  those  rates  were  enacted : 

That  maj'  gen'  Mifflin,  the  late  quarter  master  eeneral,  be  directed 
to  cause  an  immediate  payment  to  be  made  of  au  wages  justly  due 
from  him  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  whose 
wi^ggons  have  been  employed  by  him  in  the  continental  service : 

That  the  Commissioners,  appointed  by  a  law  of  Pennsvlvania,  to 
fill  certain  magasines  for  the  use  of  the  continental  army,  be  directed 
to  eonfiae  their  purofaases  within  the  limits  of  their  own  state. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

BELCHER  P.  SMITH,  Sec.  p.  Tern. 


V.  P.  Gbo.  Bbtait  to  Wm.  Qkay  and  John  Littlb,  1778. 

In  Council. 

liancaster,  21st  March,  1778. 
Qentlemes, 

By  direction  of  the  board  of  war  at  York  Town,  in  their  Letter 
of  the  19*^  Instant,  we  order  you  to  issue  such  provision  as  you  may 
hare  procured  under  Uie  powers  given  to  you  by  the  Act  of  Assembly 
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for  the  better  supply  of  tbe  Armies  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
for  the  yiotnaliDg  of  the  Militia  of  your  oounty  of  NorthumberUnd, 
ealled  out  to  aotaal  service  by  Samuel  Hunter,  Esqairoi  Lieutenant 

I  am;  Sir, 

Your  most  obed*  Serr*, 

G.  B.,  Vice  presid*. 

Directed^ 

To  Mess**  W"  Gray  &  John  Little,  Northumberland. 


Prks.  op  Congress  to  Prbs.  Whaetok,  1778. 

York  Town,  21st  March,  1778. 

Sir, 

The  last  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  was  dated  the  15tli 
Inst.,  by  Messenger  Sharp.  On  the  10th  I  transmitted  to  your 
Excellency,  by  the  hand  of  the  Beverend  M'  Buffill,  a  Packet  eon- 
taining  six  Commissions  for  cruizing  vessels,  together  with  Bonds  k 
Instructions.  This  Intimation  proceeds  from  an  application  which 
was  made  to  me  yesterday  by  the  Honble  M'  J.  B.  Smith,  for  com- 
missioQs  for  the  use  of  the  state.  If  a  further  supply  is  wanted,  or 
that  the  packet  above  alluded  to  hath  not  reached  your  Excellency, 
please  to  inform  me  &your  Excellency's  commands  shall  be  im- 
mediately obeyed. 

This  will  be  accompanied  by  four  Acts  of  Congress,  to  which  I 
beg  leave  to  refer. 

1 .  1 6th  March.  For  obtaining  necessary  information  of  the  deter- 
mination of  each  of  these  states  respecting  Acts  of  Congress  trans- 
mitted to  each,  from  and  after  the  1st  November,  1777. 

2.  The  same  date.  For  delivering  over  to  the  order  of  the  Pren- 
dent  &  Council  of  Pennsylvania  certain  Prisoners  confined  in 
Virginia,  &  for  appointing  a  Committee  to  oorresBond  with  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania  on  the  Case  of  the  Honble  John  Penn  &  Benjt. 
Chew. 

8.  19th.  Requesting  the  Government  of  this  state  to  station  cer- 
tain numbers  of  Militia,  for  the  defence  of  Magazines  of  Military  & 
other  stores,  at  Easlon,  Bethlehem  &  Beading. 
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4.  20ti).    For  filling  MaguiDes  of  Provisions ;  Payment  of  Wag- 
gon Iiire  doe  to  the  Inhabitants  of  these  states,  fto. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  great  Regard, 

Sir,  your  fizceUeno/s 
Most  obedient  humble  servS 
HENRY  LAURENS, 
President  of  Congress. 

To  His  Excellency  President  Wharton,  Pennsylvania. 


Qkn.  Lacey  to  President  Wharton  1778. 

Camp,  Doyles  Town,  March  21**,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  wrote  you  from  the  Billet  the  4th  Instant,  an  Answer  to  which 
I  have  long  expected,  but  still  am  disappointed ;  I  at  length  begin  to 
condade  the  Letter  has  miscarried.  ,  The  times  of  the  Cumberland 
Coanty  Militia  is  expired,  &  the  York  County  is  the  greatest  part 
up  in  a  few  days,  when  I  shall  be  left  again  in  a  helpless  condition, 
with  one  Battallion  of  but  little  better  than  two  hundred  &  fifty  men 
fit  for  duty ;  pray,  consider  me,  and  let  me  have  such  numbers  as 
Council  may  think  necessary  to  answer  the  End  expected  in  this 
Qoarter. 

These  three  Weeks  last  past,  my  moTcments  has  so  baffled  the 
£oemy  that  their  Light  Horse  has  not  dared  to  show  their  Heads 
any  distance  out  of  their  lines )  a  great  check  has  also  been  put  to 
the  communication  between  the  City  and  Country.  Fourteen  of  the 
Villains  has  made  their  escape  out  of  my  Guard,  and  fled  immedi- 
ately to  the  Enemy;  I  have  fifteen  or  sixteen  Yet  confined,  waiting 
to  know  the  Council's  pleasure  what  is  best  to  be  done  with  them. 

I  thonld  be  glad  Council  would  giye  me  permission  to  raise  a 
troop  of  Militia  Horse  durinff  the  Campaign;  if  the  State  would 
find  Arms  &  Accoutrements  for  them,  I  am  satisfied  I  could  easily 
laise  a  good  Troop. 

Inclosed  is  a  return  of  my  Brigade. 

I  remain,  with  ilespect. 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  Host  obedient 
Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  LACEY,  jun. 
IHrtciedf 

On  Public  Senrioe. 

To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  jun.,  Esq.,  Lancaster. 
9  isToar  of    \ 
Colo.  BuchaiMD) 


880  PINNSTLYANIA  ABOHITSS  1778. 

C0UHCII»  TO  DlLEOATEd  IN  CoiraKBSS,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster,  March  21, 1778. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Hnble.  J.  B.  Smith's  letters  of  the  16th  and  19th,  and  OM 
from  the  Hnble.  D.  Boberdeao,  Esq',  of  the  19th,^haTe  been  letd 
in  Connoil. 

The  sentiments  of  Oonnoil  respecting  M'  Penn  A  M'  Ohew  will 
be  communicated  to  the  Committee  of  Congress^  appointed  to  confer 
with  us  on  that  subject,  iw  soon  as  the  business  is  auttored,  whioh 
will  probably  be  in  a  day  or  two. 

The  Town  Major  of  this  borough  was  ordered  by  Counol,  on  the 
18th,  to  add  20,000  cartridges  to  the  stock  on  hand,  as  a  provisioa 
against  emergencies,  and  they  communicated  this  order  to  the  Boaid 
of  War.  Perhaps  this  will  answer  the  intention  mentioned  in  Qen^ 
Boberdeau's  letter. 

On  the  16th  Feb'y,  a  full  state  of  the  afiair  relating  to  the  FUggf 
was  sent  to  the  Board,  and  the  depositions  relating  to  it,  so  &r  as 
the  Council  had  interfered,  was  forwarded  at  the  same  time. — ^To 
that  Board,  therefore,  we  refer  you,  and  they  will,  no  doubt,  inform 
you  of  their  part  of  that  transactioni  by  which  you  will  be  possesaed 
of  the  whole  facts. 

P.  S.  Since  the  within  was  written  it  has  been  suggested  in  Cood- 
cil  that  the  fisheries  on  Deleware  may  affbrd  a  large  supply  of  fish, 
perhaps  to  the  amount  of  Six  thousand  Barrels,  if  salt  can  be  had. 
This  deserves  immediate  attention,  for  if  any  thing  is  done  there  k 
not  a  moment  to  spare  as  the  season  is  at  hand  and  lasts  but  a  short 
time.  Should  Congress  incline  to  do  any  thing  in  this  matter  the 
following  gentlemen  ^>pear  to  be  the  most  proper  persons  to  employ 
in  this  business : 

Colo.  Cop^rthwaite,  at  ti^*^^.**^*— 
M'  W-  fiihor,  at         Bordentown. 

M'  Langston  Carlisle,  Burlington. 
Indorsed 
To  the  honble.,  the  Delegates  of  PeonsylTania  in  Congress. 

*  See  page  867.  f  Bee  page  268. 
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Council  to  Bobbkt  Lbvsbs,  1778. 

In  Ooanc3| 

Lancaster,  Mareh  21"«^  1778. 

This  Bay  I  received  yonr  Letter  of  the  18*^  InsS  by  Gol*  Deane, 
which  I  layd  before  Goancil ;  they  are  of  opinioD|  in  case  yon  are 
obliged  to  remoye  from  the  House  you  now  occupy^  and  cannot 
procure  another  in  Eaaton,  that  Allentown,  or  near  it  will  be  a 
oooTenient  place  for  Pablick  Papers  to  be  deposited|  and  therefore 
cm  have  no  objee&m  to  yonr  request. 

Cooncii  are  of  opinion  That  a  Parole  ought  xiot  to  be  taken  from 
any  peison  travelling  from  one  County  to  another ;  but  that  the 
LawsshoBld  be  put  into  immediate  execution.  Those  who  will  not 
lake  the  Test  prescnbed  by  the  Law,  they  must  safkx  the  penalty 
of  disobedience. 

I  am,  sir, 

your  very  Hum.  ser*. 

P.  S.  I  beg  to  know  if  there  is  a  prospect  of  procuring  Waggons 
•^he  Beads  are  now  good — ^your  Letter  informing  me  that  they 
had  not  sett  off,  save  me  a  good  deal  of  pain,  as  our  poor  soldiers  are 
ia  want  of  Gloathing. 

T.W. 

Dirededj 
To  Bobert  Levers,  Esq',  Easton. 


B.  Gw.  Laoby  to  PRBBiBJiNT  Whabtok,  1778. 

Gamp,  March  22d,  1778. 
IktaBir, 

The  most  Distressing  complaints  comes  concerning  some  Vilians 
belonging  to  the  Guml^land  Gountv  Militia,  stealing  of  Horses. 

I  most  eameedy  desire  some  metbod  may  be  taken  to  apprehend 
the  thieves ;  a  search  or  examination  will  be  vary  necessary  for  that 
purpose,  when  they  come  to  Lancaster,  or  expresses  sent  to  the  ferries 
where  they  Cron;  and  unless  great  injustice  is  done  them  by  Gom- 
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plftint  to  me,  a  Gonndenble  ntunber  of  good  Hones  irill  be  foond 
amongst  them. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  mo.  obed't  S*. 

JOHN  LACBY,  Jr. 

Directed^ 

To  Thomas  WhartoD|  Jr.,  Pres^  Execative  Goancil|  Lanowter. 


BBfiOLITTION  OH  COKQBBSB,   1778. 

'<  That  to  oheok  any  insarrection  <rf  the  disafibcted  k  to  {Msyent 
small  parties  of  the  etiemy  traversinff  the  State  of  Pensylvania,  it  be 
recommended  to  the  government  of  the  said  state  forthwith  to  deponft 
in  the  hands  of  the  coanty  Lieutenants  of  the  well  affected  oonatiei 
of  the  said  States  safficient  quantities  of  ammtznitioD^  to  be  used  ob 
any  emergency.'' 

Indorsed,  March  28. 


Council  to  Jacob  Mob0ak,  &c.,  1778. 

In  Counoily 

Lancaster,  March  24, 1778. 
Sir, 

Congress  haying  ordered  guards  to  be  placed  at  several  towns  in 
this  state,  and  among  others,  that  one  hundred  men  be  stationed  aft 
Bethlehem,  and  two  hundred  at  Easton,  for  the  defence  of  the  mags- 
sines  of  military  and  other  stores  and  provisions  at  those  placesi  and 
to  keep  the  communication  secure  from  any  sudden  incursions. 

You  are  hereby  ordered  to  fqrnish,  immediately,  three  hundred 
men,  for  the  above  said  purposes,  out  of  the  class  or  classes  whose 
tour  of  duty  next  follows  those  which  have  been  last  ordered  oot, 
and  station  them  at  the  places  above  mentioned.  This  ser?io6  itji 
expected  the  people  of  your  county  will  enter  upon  with  great  alae- 
rity  and  readiness. 

Directed, 

To  Jacob  Morgan  and  John  Weitsle,  Bsqrs.,  Liettts.;  of  the  oovntiea 
of  Berks  and  Northampton. 
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CouNcxL  TO  Jamss  Hamiltok^  1778. 

Laneaster;  March  24^  1778. 

Sir, 

Tour  letter  of  the  19th  I  laid  '^'befcHre  the  CoaDcil  the  moment  it 
ouue  to  my  hand^  bat  I  hare  not  received  any  direction  what  re|dj 
to  make  to  it,  nor,  from  the  present  situation  of  affairs,  do  I  see 
toy  propriety  or  use  in  keeping  your  messenger  waiting  any  longer 
for  an  answer. 

A  Committee  of  Congress  was  appointed  last  week  to  confer  with 
Coaocil  on  yours  and  other  like  cases,  which  will  probably  produce 
a  decision  within  some  very  short  time ;  this  may,  perhaps,  be  one 
reason  why  no  direction  is  given  me  concerning  your  application. 
I  shall  be  extremely  unhappy  if  any  inattention  of  mine  should 
delay  a  determination  of  such  importance  to  any  man,  as  that  which 
yoa  request  is  to  you — my  own  feelings  will  therefore  prevent  the 
danger  of  a  neglect  on  my  part. 

It  ought  not  to  give  you  offence  if  I  observe  that  what  might 
have  been  considered  as  tne  espousing  of  a  party  on,  or  before  the 
3rd  day  of  Jnly,  1776,  became  on  the  day  following  not  a  party ^ 
but  a  national  distinction,  and  every  man  within  the  State  was 
loand,  from  the  nature  of  civil  society,  to  take  a  part  with  it,  other- 
wise he  could  not  be  entitled  to  protection  from  it,  but  must  be 
eoDsidered  as  the  subject  of  the  state  to  which  he  had  actually 
acknowledged  allegiance. 

It  would  be  injustice  to  forbear  mentioning  to  you  that  the 
General  Assembly  have,  under  their  consideration,  a  law  which  must 
Tery  materially  affect  you  if  it  should  be  passed,  as  it  is  proposed, 
obli^ng  all  persons  who  now  hold,  or  who  have  heretofore  held 
offices  under  the  authority  of  G.  B.,  to  renounce  the  Commission 
nnder  which  they  have  acted,  by  taking  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  this 
State  as  now  established,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  their  goods  and  Chat- 
tels, lands  &  tenements,  and  being  and  treated  as  enemies  to  the 
State. 

The  enclosed  law  is  enacted. 

I  am  with  great  respeoty 

you  very  humble  servanti 

T.  M.,  Sec^. 

James  Hamflton,  Esqr. 

•  See  page  872. 
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FrXSIDBIIT  WhABION  10  GOXHITTBB   OV    OoRQABSS,  1778. 

In  Goanoil. 

LancaatoTy  March  26, 1778. 
GenS 

The  persons  appointed  to  purchase  horses,  agreeable  to  yoar  di- 
rectionsi  have  entered  upon  that  duty,  but  find  it  impossible  to 
proceed  without  money ;  and  we  are  sorry  to  aay  that  the  prioes  of 
horses  is  adyancing  very  rapidly.  The  bearer,  CoPl  Watson,  has 
attended  here  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  money,  w*^  we  are  not 
able  to  supply  him  with.  He  may,  perhaps,  forward  the  business, 
if  you  shall  think  it  proper,  to  pay  into  ms  hands  a  sum  sufficient 
to  enable  him  to  proceed  on  in  the  purchase. 

The  money  must  be  had,  or  the  purchase  will  be  at  a  stand  in 
every  county. 

I  am  Oentlemenj 

widi  the  greatest  respect, 

your  very  humble  servaat, 

T.  W.,  Jr.,  P. 

Direetedf 

'  To  the  Hon'ble  Francis  Dana  and  others,  late  Committee  from 
Congress,  at  Camp,  York  Town. 


Gek'l  John  Lacet  Jr.,  to  Prbsidknt  Wharton,  1778. 

Gamp,  Bucks  County,  March  26th,  1778. 
Sir, 

Your  fiivour  of  the  12  Instant,  has  just  come  to  hand ;  I  have  made 
every  disposition  to  cover  the  Country  from  the  cruel  ravages  of  the 
British  mercinaries,  that  my  numbers  would  admit  of,  &i  have  to 
flatter  myself  that  they  have  been  attended  with  tolerable  success, 
especially  with  regard  to  stopping  the  small  parties  from  ransacking 
the  Country ;  but  to  stop  the  mtercourse  &  marketing  is  impossible, 
with  the  numbers  I  have.  I  wish  Council  would  conader  those 
infamous  wretches  that  my  parties  take  going  to  the  Enemy  with 
marketing,  and  appoint  some  way  for  their  tryal. 

Was  a  Jury  to  set  near  my  Camp  for  the  purpose,  I  could  easily 
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foraish  them  with  evidences  against  the  VillainSy  which  would  be 
difficult  to  do  at  a  distanoe  on  many  aocoantSi  and  at  the  aame  time 
protect  them. 

Incloaed  ia  a  return  of  my  Brigade^  which  is  disposed  of  in  the 
following  manner,  Viz. 

Oo  Comm^  with  a  drove  of  Cattle  to  H'd  Q'*^ 
On  Comm'  with  the  Stores,  Arms,  &c.,  at 

Doyles  Town,  -        •        -        -        . 

On  Comm'  to  take  a  person  who  has  passed  a 

large  sum  of  Counterfeit  money, 
On  Comm'  forraging  k  guarding  some  cattle 

belonging  to  the  Militia,  -        -        -        -. 

Total  on  Command^ 

The  remainder,  which  is  one  hundred  &  siity-two,  I  keep  on  the 
different  Roads  Leading  to  the  Enemies  lines;  from  thedetttU  abote 
joa  will  find  my  scouts  cannot  be  yerj  large. 

I  remain  with  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  ob'  Hble  Servt, 

JOHN  LACET,  Jr. 

P.8.  The  entry  in  my  last  return  of  the  time  of  the  Northampton 
laiHtia,  wata  roog,  which  will  appear  bv  the  Inclosed  return.  My 
numbers  are  quite  too  small  to  answer  the  purpose  expected,  I  beg 
Council  will  Consider  me.  His  Excellency  Gen.  Washington  in- 
formed me  in  one  of  his  letters,  that  Gen.  Armstrong  prommised 
him  one  thousand  militia  should  be  kep  up  on  this  side  the  School- 
kil],  by  the  State  Of  Pennsylvania. 

J.  L. 

Directed, 

On  Publiok  Service.  His  Excelly  Thomas  Wharton,  Jr.,  Esqr., 
Lancaster. 

Vol.  VI.— 17 
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CioL.  Richard  Butlbr  to  Pbbsidbnx  Whabton,  1778. 

Campi  Yallej  Forge,  26^  MatQhy  1778. 

Sir, 

It  IS  with  pain  I  ait  down  to  address  your  Excellency  at  a  time 
that  I  am  Sensible  your  mind  is  taken  up  in  the  many  calls  of  your 
Country,  that  demand  >onr  Care  &  Particalar  attention. 

Bat  I  think  I  should  be  wanting  in  the  trost  you  have  reposed  in 
me,  were  I  to  neglect  leting  you  know  the  wants  of  the  Res'  I  have 
the  hon^  to  Command  in  the  Service  of  y«  States;  I  find  Sir,  that 
the  men  are  good  and  can  be  much  depended  on  as  brave  soldiers,  and 
that  nothing  bnt  their  Naked  Situation  induces  any  of  them  to  leave 
me,  the  want  of  Cloathing  is  the  first  thing  that  makes  a  soldier 
think  little  of  himself,  the  want  of  pay,  &  provisions  irregularly  sen', 
will  make  him  uneasy,  but  that  is  nut  the  ease  with  these,  they  are 
well  paid  &  fed ;  ThefefoDs  I  think  had  I  oloathing  for  them  I  would 
Tenture  to  vonoh  for  their  Condoot,  both  as  to  their  bravery  &  fidelity, 
and  am  certain  it  would  be  very  Conducive  to  their  health.  I  am 
sorry  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  there  has  Dot  been  a  blanket 
to  Ave  men  through  the  whole  winter,  and  the  Chief  of  them  but 
one  shirt,  and  many  none,  (Indeed  I  may  almost  say,  with  Sir  John 
Falstafi^  one  and  a  half  to  a  Comply,)  this  your  Excellency  may 
depend  is  the  case,  but  I  will  do  my  Endeavour  to  keep  them  together, 
and  nurse  them  as  well  as  I  ean,  in  hopes  your  Exeellency  and  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  will  afford  me  relief  as  soon  as  possible. 
Shall  hope  the  honor  of  a  line  on  the  subjeot,  as  it  will  ^ve  great 
weight  to  my  assertions  of  speedy  relief. 

I  Bemain  with  the  most  profound  respect  ' 

Your  Excellency's  most  obed*  &  very  humble 
Ser?S 

BICH'D  BUTLER,  Col.  9«  P.  Reg*.* 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Governor  Wharton,  at  Lancaster. 


COMMISSIONSBS  JFOR  WbSTSRN  DEPARTMENT  TO    PRESIDSNT 

Wharton,  1778. 

We  the  Commissioners  for  the  Western  Department,  acting  under 
the  Authority  of  Congress,  having  in  obedience  to  our  Listmctions, 
notice  being  first  given  to  all  the  neighbouring  Counties,  proceeded 
to  an  Enquiry  into  the  Conduct  of  Colonel  George  Morgan,  Agent 
for  Lidian  affairs,  and  oontinued  the  same  by  adjournments  from  the 

*  See  page  404. 
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iteodeik  to  ^  twttnij  Sixth  Instftnt;  do,  ftfWr  the  dearest  and 
noet  silisfiMtor;  Teatimoaies,  wholly  acquit  the  aaid  Celooel  Oeoige 
Morgan  of  the  Ohargee  a^nat  him,  of  Infidelity  in  hia  pablie  trnat, 
and  diaaAotioD  to  the  Amerioan  (^nae.  And  wo  testify  that  we 
aie  poaaaat  of  the  Knowledge  of  raiioiia  Faota,  and  Ciroiimatanoe0| 
eyiocing  not  only  hia  Attbehntent  to  that  OaaaOi  bnt  also  an  naoooir 
aondegzee  of  DUigenoe  in  diaoharging  the  dnttea  of  hia  Bniployment, 
and  attention  to  the  Intereets  of  the  United  Stetea.  -  And  therefore 
are  of  Opinion  he  onght  to  be  reatored  to  the  f  nileat  Gon€denoe  of 
UaOonntry. 

Fittaborgh,  Maxth  27*^,  1778. 

rSAMP.  MATHEWS, 
Signed,     ^  GEO.  OLYMER, 

(SAM'L  McDOWEL. 

Copy. 

GEO.  MORGAN. 

Dirwiedj 

To  Hia  Excellenpy  Thomaa  Wharton,  Governor  of  Pennaylyaoia 
at  Lancaster, 

Favoured  by  Colo,  John  Nevill. 


Bmo.  Gbh.  Anthony  Waynk  to  Pkbs't  Wharton,  ITJfS^. 

Mount  Joy,  2V^  March,  1778. 
Bear  Sir, 

It's  at  laat  Oonoluded  to  throw  the  Penna^  Troops  into  one  Divi- 
oon  after  redacing  them  to  ten  Eegiaaents,  which  I  believe  will  be 
as  many  aa  we  can  fill  I  have  but  little  hopee  of  being  supplycd 
with  many  Recruita,  unless  the  Officers  in  the  back  Counties  meet 
with  more  success  than  those  in  Philad*  and  Chester.  An  Officer 
from  the  latter  came  in  yesterday  after  being  out  five  weeks  without 
a  aingle  Recruit 

I  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  Expediency  of  Employing  a 
greater  number  of  Officers  on  that  Business  in  Berks,  Lancaster, 
JL  ork  k  Cumberland  CounUes,  as  the  most  likely  places  to  meet 
with  suceeaa.  I  fear  all  our  ezertiona  in  this  way  will  fall  far  short 
of  our  wishes,  and  that  nothing  but  a  Draft  will  be  adequate  to  the 
Business. 

It^s  rumoured  that  the  Enemy  have  avacnated  Road  Island,  and 
are  drawing  all  their  force  to  one  /ocum  ;  if  this  should  be  the  case, 
aa  we  have  grounda  to  think  it  is,  they  will  be  too  powerful!  for  us 
in  the  field  unless  great  and  speedy  supplies  are  thrown  in ;  it  there- 
fore becomes  the  duty  of  tius  State  to  mako  an  Immediate  and 
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BffeotQil  Bxerticm  to  Ooiapleate  her  Qaol*  of  u«n.  BiitwMlit 
this  10  doing  lot  me  Intreat  yon  8hr,  not  to  neglect  providing  the 
Liimen  OyeraUs  and  othor  OlothinK  to  eiisblo  as  to  tue  the  Field 
with  tome  Edaiiy  whioh  will  add  both  spirit  and  Heilth  to  jour 
Troops— for  joa  may  rest  assured  that  nine  out  of  ten  of  the  Doitin 
aad  Desertions  in  this  army  are  owing  to  Dirt  and  nakedness. 

I  have  the  Happiness  to  Inform  your  Ezoelleney  that  the  Troopi 
of  this  state  enjoy  a  mvoh  greater  share  of  Health  than  any  other 
part  of  the  army,  and  I  pled^  my.RepvlatiOD  to  keep  them  so,  on 
Condition  that  I  can  be  provided  with  Linnen  and  other  OLothing. 

It's  to  you,  Sir,  that  we  look  np  to  for  those  meters,  and  in  tUi 
case  we  consider  you  as  onr  Common  father. 

Adieu^  my  Dear  Sir, 

and  bdieve  me 

Yours  most  sincerely, 

ANTY.WAYNB. 

Directed^ 

On  publiok  Service. 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  Lancaster. 


RE60LUTI0K    OF  OON6RBS6,   1778. 

In  Congress,  27**  March,  1778. 

BesDlved, 

Th&t  in  case  the  State  of  Pennsylv&nia  shall  mnt  Col.  Thomafl 
Hartley  the  State  bounty  for  the  men  that  may  be  xnlisted  in  that 
State  for  his  regiment,  the  State  shall  have  credit  in  her  cpiotft  ci 
troops  for  such  men. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

OHA.  THOMSON,  Soc'y. 
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Council  to  Abraham  Clarkb,  &a^  1778. 

In  Goancily 

Lancaster,  March  27, 1778. 
Oentlemen^ 

Tour  letter  of  the  l%$h*  bu  been  several  timee  under  tlie  eoneid- 
entioQ  of  Oooneil,  and  an-  answer  thereto  weald  have  been  given, 
before  this  time,  hot  that  it  was  judged  ta  be  prodent  Id  wait  a  few 
dftje  forthe  deterannation  of  the  Hn'ble  Honse  of  General  Assembly, 
rQipeot»ff  a  bill,  whieb  has  now  been  several  timer  read  in  the  honse, 
whicb  will  apply  to  the  ease  of  Mr.  Penn,  Mr.  Ohew,  and  others,  who 
have  held  offioes  nnder  the  authority  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain. 
Oeancil-observe,  with  great  satisfaction,  the  prudent  precaution  and 
eare  of  Congress,  in  this  matter,  wbich  appears  to  be  particularly  in- 
lerestbg  to  Pennsylvania; — and,  we  suppose  it  ia  eipected  that  w& 
aball  speak  freely  on  the  subject. 

These  Genttenen,  at  the  request  of  Congress,  have  been  arrested 
bj  the  authority  of  the  state,  and  although  they  have  been  sent  out* 
of  the  state,  it  is  not  understood  that  tbe  authority  of  it  over  them 
has  been  given  up,  or  that  Congress  claimed  authority  over  them 
For  if  they  had  there  does  not  appear  to  us  any  reason  why  Congress 
should  not  have  arrested  these  Gentlemen  under  that  right,  instead 
of  ealling  on  tbe  State  to  do  it.  We  conceive  they  cannot  be  con- 
sidered at  present  as  Prisoners  of  War,  as  they  have  been  arrested 
by  civil  authority,  and  that  authority  is  accountable  for  its  conduct 
therein,  and  for  the  disposal  of  them. 

This  CounoO  would  find,  at  a  future  day,  great  Difficulties  in 
accounting  for  the  arresting  of  these  Gentlemen,  permitting  them  to 
be  sent  out  of  the  state  and  there |cept  a  great  length  of  time,  if  it  is 
admitted  that  their  rafosal  in  any  sort  to  aohnowledge  the  authority 
of  the  State  as  free  and  independent,  and  neglecting  to  resign 
and  renounce  the  commissions  which  they  held  under  we  King  of 
Great  Britain,  waa  not  taking  a  part  against  us.  When  men  in  their 
senses,  possessed  of  great  fortunes,  refuse  or  neglect  to  join  in  the 
necessary  measures  for  the  defence  of  the  country  in  which  those 
aetates  lie,  ft  is  the  strongest  possible  evidence  that  such  men  are 
friends  to  the  enemies  of  that  country ;  and  that  the  time  when  they 
may  safely  join  those  enemies  must  be  the  only  point  which  remains 
to  be  by  them  determined  upon.  The  arrest  of  those  Gentlemen  was 
unquestionably  proper.  At  a  time  of  great  confusion,  when  the 
enemy  was  advancing  to  our  Capitol,  it  was  in  their  power  to  have 
done  us  great  injury  by  heading  a  party  a^inst  the  few^  Whigs 
whTeh  remained  4n  it,  and  by  other  means,  which  are  now  whollv  out 
of  thehr  power.    But  was  Mr.  Penn  now  in  Philadelphia^  we  know 
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of  no  aathoritj  which  oonld  be  exeroised  by  him,  under  the  pretesoe 
of  being  Governor  of  PenneyiVania,  whiefa  oonld  do  any  iDJaiy  to 
the  general  oanse  of  America,  or  to  this  state,  should  General  Howe 
be  disposed  to  judge  differently  in  the  ease  of  Pennsylvania  from 
that  of  Near  York  with  respeet  to  the  powers  of  civil  ffOvemment| 
which  we  see  no  great  reason,  to  apprehend  that  he  would. 

It  is  necessary  to  enquire  not  only  what  will  be  the  oonsequenees 
of  the  enlargement  of  those  Oentleniea  from  oonfiaement,  liat  alao 
what  will  be  the  consequences  of  continuing  them  prisonersi  in  order 
to  form  a  judgment  of  what  is  right  to  be  done  in  their  esse  f 
America  succeeds — ^These  Qw^  return  into  the  possession  of  their 
great  «stateS|  call  out  for  the  cause  of  their  long  confinement,  clamoor 
a^nst  it  as  unjust;  their  dependants  and  eonnezionsj  and  the 
dissatisfied,  of  all  parties  join  together  and  re-estaUish  them  in  the 
government.  What  must  be  the  consequences  to  those  who  have 
struggled  with  the  present  dangers  &  difficulties  f  There  will  be  no 
voom  for  them  in  this  state.  Suppose  it  possible,  and  that  Gies^ 
Britain  shall  conquer  us.  Their  case  will  then  be  the  best  possible: 
We  shall  have  done  every  thing  in  the  power  of  men  to  do  to  re- 
establish them  in  their  former  power.  What  have  they  done  to 
entitle  them  to  such  livours  from  us  ? 

The  Oasoy  whioh  you  state,  ai  their  being  enlarged  to  reside  in 
the  state  without  taking  the  oath  of  all^iance  to  it,  is  impossible* 
Such  a  thought  is  not  conceived  by  us.  And  as  to.  their  being  con- 
fined for  not  taking  the  test,  and  occasioning  a  clamour :  If  they 
infuse  to  take  it  they  will,  after  the  passing  of  the  law  now  undcx 
oonsiderationy  be  eonddered  as  enendes  of  the  state* 


Council  to  Baia.  Gxnbbal  Lacky,  1778. 

In  Goanoil, 

Lancaster,  llarch  27, 1778. 
Sir, 

Indosed  is  copy  of  what  I  wrote  to  yon  on  the  12th  instant.  The 
difficulty  of  procuring  the  evidence  against  such  persons  as  may  be 
taken  going  with  provisions  to  the  enemy,  necessary  to  convict  them 
at  a  distance  so  great  from  the  place  of  action  as  this  borough  is, 
and  nuuiy  other  weighty  reasons  make  it  appear  to  be  best  to  trj 
them  in  tae  usnal  mUitary  way  at  camp. 

Two  dasses  are  ordered  from  the  militia  of  Cumberland  Couoty, 
one  from  Philad*  County,  and  one  from  York  county  is  more,  forward. 

As  to  the  raising  of  militia  horse  for  the  Campaign  they  are  not 
requested  bv  Cbngress,  but  on  the  contrary,  measures  are  taking  for 
recruiting  the  Horse  in  reBnl^rserrioe,  and  Congress  have  expressed 
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their  sentiments^  by  the  resolve  enclosed,  of  the  service  of  the  militia 
horse— and  there  is  not  arms  in  the  power  of  Goaneil  fit  for  such 
service,  we  therefore  cannot  think  it  expedient  to  go  into  it  upon  any 
other  principles  than  those  reoommended  by  Congress. 

It  will  be  wholly  fruitless  to  enquire  after  stolen  horses  unless 
they  are  described  very  partioukrly,  and  then  perhaps  advertisements 
aeot  timely  may  be  most  saocessfol. 

hdorilsdj 

To  Brigadier  General  Lacey. 


Henbt  Spyk^  to  ConKGiL,  1778. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Supreme  Ezeontive  Council  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania. 

Henry  Spyker  Paymaster  of  Berks  County  Militia^  Begs  leave  to 
Acquaint  your  Honours, 

That  it  was  out  of  his  power  to  pay  off  the  Militia  of  said  County, 
&r  want  of  Money,  he  having  advanced  some  money  to  the  several 
Militia,  but  not  one  of  the  classes  being  fully  paid.  That  the  militia 
of  s*  County  in  general  are  very  uneasy  for  their  pay,  and  become 
exceedingly  troublesome  to  him,  and  dread  they  will  not  so  Cbear- 
fally  step  forth  when  Called  upon,  unless  they  be  first  satisfied  for 
their  former  Tower. 

Therefore  Humbly  pray  your  Honours  will  be  pleased  to  Enable 
him  to  pay  of  said  Militia. 

I  am  with  the  greatest 

respect  your  Honours 

"     very  Hu"»  Serv* 

HENKY  SPYKER. 
Lancaster,  March  28th,  1778. 

P.  8,  I  would  further  beg  leave  to  observe  that  some  of  the  1st 
Battalion  of  said  Militia  left  Camp  a  few  days  before  the  Expiration 
of  their  Tower,  without  being  regularly  disoharged,  I  would  therefore 
request  your  Honour's  direction,  whether  to  pay  them  or  not. 
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Lt.  Sam'l  Huntbr  to  Fbesidkiit  Whabtqh,  1778. 

Fort  Aagunia,  28th  Maroh,  1778 
Sir, 

Yours  of  the  14th  last  month  I  Beceirod  by  Oaptahi  Willtam 
Wilson  and  shall  observe  the  instrtictions  to  me  in  r^gurd  of  asistaoee 
from  the  Militia  to  apprehend  Peserters,  and  likewise  to  famish 
these  officers  yon  have  mentioned  with  money  for  the  Recruteisg 
Servicei  suppose  the  substitution  money  of  this  County  will  be  bot 
a  small  sum  when  all  Collected, 

The  fifth  Class  of  the  Militia  of  this  County,  is  now  doing  Duty 
on  the  Frontiers  under  the  Command  of  Lieii^  Col.  Henry  Antis, 
which  is  all  the  field  Officers  I  allowed  untill  the  sixth  and  seventh 
classes  is  Ordered  out,  and  if  they  are  to  be  stationed  on  the  frontiers 
we  shall  be  badly  off  for  arms  to  accommodate  three  Classes  at  one 
time,  for  in  case  the  Indians  has  anv  intention  of  OommittiBg  Hoi* 
tilitys  it  will  be  very  soon  now  as  the  snow  is  ^rtly  all  gone,  when 
I  was  down  last  winter,  I  endeavoured  all  lay  m  my  power  to  Par- 
chase  some  good  guns,  but  could  get  none  that  was  worth  Baying 
only  two  rifles,  and  them  with  sixty  ordinary  muskets  we  had  made 
for  this  County,  is  all  the  Publick  arms  amongst  us,  I  am  geting  all 
the  arms  that^s  worth  Repairing  put  in  order;  and  has  promised  the 
Gunsmiths'  their  pay  for  so  doing. 

I  am  your  Exoency's 

most  Obed* 

humbl  8erv* 

SAM'L.  HUNTER,  Lieut 

N.  B.  The  Recruiting  Officers  in  this  County  has  prity  good 
success  for  the  time,  they  have  got  ten  Recrutes. 

a  H, 

Dxrectedf  • 

To  His  Exoelleney  Thomas  Wharton,  jun'r,  President  of  the 
Executive  Council,  I^ncaster. 


Circular  of  Board  of  War,  1778. 

War  Office,  28th  March,  1778. 
Sir, 

1  do  myself  the  honor  to  inclose  you  the  resolves  of  Congress  of 
the  19th  inst.,  respecting  the  troops  destined  to  reinforoe  the  grand 
army.  Unfortunately,  uter  they  were  passed,  they  lay  severaTdays 
before  they  were  handed  to  this  board ;  but,  they  demand  the  moat 
immediate  attention  and  execution.   What  gave  rise  to  the  fiist^  was 
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ao  appreboDsion  thai  the  recruits  might  be  detained  in  their  reepeo- 
iive  States  'till  they  bad  been  iDDocttlated.  This,  the  preeeat  pas* 
tve  of  our  afikirs  absolatelj  forbids.  The  campaign  will  soon  openi 
iiid  with  all  the  diligence  practicable  it  is  to  be  feared  the  idnforoe- 
meDts  will  not  arrive  in  time  to  enable  the  commander  in  chief  to 
take  measures  the  most  necessary  &  advantageous  before  the  enemy 
get  reinforced.  General  Washington  has  received  intelligence  that 
Uiey  are  embarking  troops  at  New  York  and  Rhode  Island,  destined, 
(it  IS  said)  for  Philadelphia,  and  he  is  to  the  last  degree  anxious  to 
have  the  reinforcements  speedily  to  join  him  in  the  first  place,  that 
he  may  be  prepared  for  defence ;  in  the  second  place,  to  take  advan- 
tage of  any  Sivourable  oircnmstaaoe  which  may  happen  to  injure  the 
eoemy. 

The  recommendation  to  provide  cartridge  boxes,  and  tin  cannis* 
ters  for  cartridges,  is  giyen  oecause  of  the  almost  total  want  of  them 
Id  the  public  Stores,  and  the  impossibility  of  making  a  number  in 
any  degree  equal  to  the  demands  of  the  army,  in  the  public  menu- 
ketones,  where  the  workmen  are  few,  and  it  is  impossible  to  in- 
eiease  them :  agreeable  to  the  direction  of  Congfsas,  the  board  give 
the  following  description  of  the  tin  cannisters. 

They  are  to  be  Six  inches  and  a  half  deep,  or  long;  ihree  inches 
aod  three  quarters  of  an  Inch  broad,  (this  breadth  receiving  the  car- 
tridges lengthways,  as  they  lie  is  a  horiaontal  poeitioD)  attd  two 
iaehes  and  seven  «ghts  of  an  huoh  thick ;  (this  thickness  admitting 
four  cartridges  to  ky  Side  by  Side)  a  box  of  these  dimensions,  in 
the  clear,  will  contain  thirty  six  cartridges  with  ounce  balls.  A-  wire 
is  to  be  fixed  in  all  the  edges  at  the  top,  and  then  each  side  turned 
down,  (outwards)  a  full  half  inch  and  Soldered;  the  cover  is  to  be 
a  full  half  inch  deep,  so  that  when  fixed  on  the  oannister  the  edges 
shall  come  close  down  to  the  ledge  formed  by  the  inclosed  wire. 
This  cover  at  one  end  turns  on  a  hinge  an  inch  and  a  quarter  long, 
the  wire  (fixed  as  above  mentioned)  being  laid  naked,  that  space  for 
the  purpose ;  and  a  piece  of  tin  is  run  underneath  this  wire,  doubled 
together,  and  soldered  on  the  inside  of  one  end  of  the  cover.  The 
Soldier  carries  a  oannister  by  a  shoulder  belt,  as  he  does  a  cartridge 
box,  and  for  this  reason  the  cannister  has  fixed  to  it  three  loops  of 
tiu,  each  half  an  inch  wide,  with  the  edges  turned  back,  to  be  smooth 
and  strong:  one  of  them  is  placed  underneath  the  middle  of  the 
bottom,  and  one  on  each  of  the  narrowest  sid^,  the  latter  at  four 
inches  distance  from  the  bottom  to  their  lower  edges.  The  loops 
are  to  be  bent  down  at  each  end  and  very  well  soldered,  leaving  a 
space  to  admit  a  leathern  belt  full  one  inch  and  a  half  wide,  and 
nearly  an  eiffhth  of  an  inch  thick.  The  cover  opens  against  one 
part  of  the  Celt,  which  causes  it  to  fall  down,  after  a  cartridge  is 
taken  out,  by  which  means  the  rest  are  secured  from  accidental  fire. 
If  possible,  the  eannistem  should  be  ja|NinMd  or  painted,  to  pveserve 
them  from  nist,and  all  fixed  with  belts. 

The  board  are  of  opiiiion  that  these  camnisters  are  preferable  to 
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cartridgo  boxeij  m  ^hey  will  fn&Uibly  aeoare  tbe  cartridges  from 
raioy  and  their  weight  is  so  trifliDg  as  to  be  no  burthen  to  the  Sol- 
dier. And  seeing  leather  is  so  scarce^  they  will  be  a  most  exoellent 
substitute  for  cartridge  boxes. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  great  rcspect| 

Your  most  obed^  Servant, 

HORATIO  GATES,  President 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  junr..  Esquire,  President  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Prbs.  oif  Congress  to  Pres.  Wharton,  1778. 

York  Town,  81st  March,  1778. 
Sir, 

My  last  to  your  Exeellency  was  the  21st  Insi,  by  Messenger 
Wier. 

Wilhm  the  present  Indosure  Your  Excellency  will  receive  two 
Acts  of  Congress,  1  of  the  19th  &  1  of  the  27  th  Inst. 

1.  Recommending  to  the  several  States  to  raise  their  respective 
quota  of  men,  ft  march  them  forward  with  all  possible  expedition— 
to  provide  complete  sets  of  aecoutrements,  &c. 

2.  For  reeruitiDg  Col*  Thomas  Hartley's  Regiment,  to  which  I 
beg  leave  to  refer,  and  remain, 

With  great  respect.  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  obedient  & 

Most  humble  Servant, 

HENRY  LAURENS, 

President  of  Congress. 

His  Excellency  President  Warton,  Pennsylvania. 


Council  to  Col.  Deshlbr,  1778, 

Lanoastery  March  81st,  1778. 
Sir, 

Council  bein^  convinced  of  the  absolute  necessity  to  give  every 
encouragement  m  their  power  to  induce  Gen.  Smith  to  reside  in  tbe 
State,  as  well  to  make  new  arms  as  to  repair  old  ones,  whiob,  thra' 
carelessness  &  unavoidable  accidents,  were  rendered  nselSM ;  tbey 
encouraged  Mr.  Ebeneiev  Oorell  to  leave  the  Sute  of  New  Jersey, 
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tad  follow  his  Bnsioess  on  accooot  the  publick  in  this  State — ^he  has 
texy  diligently  attended  to  it  and  rendered  Service  td  oor  caose.  I 
find,  However,  that  a  dispute  between  Mr.  Corel!  &  jou  will  probably 
tend  to  injure  the  piiblick,  tho'  neither  of  you,  I  am  persuaded,  has 
inob  intent — ^you  can  both  serve  the  publick  in  the  different  lines  lo' 
wbioh  you  are  engaged,  and  'tis  pity  a  trifling  private  dispute  should 
prevent  it  As  you  are  acquainted  in  that  part  of  the  Conntry,  & 
Mr.  Oorellis  not,  it  will  serve  the  emnmon  cause  to  aflfbff<d  him  every 
assistanee  you  can  in  forwarding  the  bnsinessin  which  be  is  engaged, 
eipeeially  that  part  of  making  Bayonets.  From  your  known  good 
character  &  attachment  to  our  cause,  I  am  induced  to  hope  that  all 
diflpute  between  you  will  cease. 

Being  with  respect,  Sir, 

Your  very  Hum.  Serv*. 
CoL  Deshkr.  '' "' 


Jos.  Grber,  Com'r  of  Bucks  to  Pres.  Whartok,  1778. 

Bucks  County,  March  81, 1778.  • 
Sir, 

Daily  Aplications  have  Been  made  to  me  for  Liquore  for  the 
Armey,  the  Scearsty  of  this  Article  is  very  great  in  this  part  As 
one  D^y  lately  I  was  out  trying  to  procure  some  for  them,  I  fell  in 
with  one  who  Informed  me  he  had  two  hogseds  of  Spirits  on  hand 
of  A  Straordinary  Quality,  which  he  proposed  to  Bring  to  my  house, 
if  I  would  Give  him  a  Swall  profit  on  it  if  Demaitded-  A  sight  of 
his  Bill  of  Cost,  which  I  found  to  be  £^  pr  Gallon  in  Albiney,. 
whioh  Bill  I  Deared  him  to  prove  npon  eatn,  a  Magistrate  Being 
then  handey,  which  he  did;  IlDncouraged  him  to  Bring  the  Spirits^ 
promising  that  I  would  Snform  the  Honourable  Council  About  it, 
and  woold  Deal  with  him  Acording  to  my  Enstructions  from  them. 

He  has  since  Brought  it,  Stored  it  In  my  house  till  I  Keceve  aa 
Anser  from  you.  G^  Liquor  is  of  the  best  Quality,  Also  the 
Owner  an  undowted  frind  to  our  Country,  he  has  to  my  Knowledge 
Been  ofred  five  pounds  ten  pr  Gallon  from  tavrin  Keepers  for  It,  by 
Small  Quantideys,  But  would  rather  Let  our  Armey  have  It  for  five. 
An  Answer  to  this  would  Be  Satisfactory  to  me ;  also,  In  Case  the. 
Honoorable  Council  thinks  j^roper  I  should  purchase  it|  I  have  not 
Money  Enaogh  to.pay  it 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 

JOSEPH  GREER,  Com'r  B.  0. 
DireeUd. 

On  Publio  Business, 

To  the  H<niOTif»Ue  TiMinM  WhaitoD;  jm^  Prai. 
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RbsoiiXttions  op  Assembly,  1778. 

In  General  Assemblj  of  Fennsylvaniaj  April  Isti  1778. 

On  moiioBi 

ReflolTedy  that  it  be  veeoHiended  to  the  Supreme  Bxeoative  Coon- 
eil,  to  Oauae  the  Laws  Enacted  bj  the  General  Aaeembly  to  be  pab- 
lioly  prookhned  in  thia  Town ;  and  that  they' furnish  to  the  ShiBriff 
of  each  Ooonty  a  Copy  of  the  laid  Lawa  aa  soon  aa  they  oon^e- 
niently  ean,  and  direct  them  alao  to  publiah  them  at  their  re^MOtive 
Court  Houaea. 
Eodem  Die. 
The  0  )mmittoe  appointed  to  Enquire  into  the  anbject  of  Captain 
Lang's  memorial,  made  their  Beport,  which  being  oonsidered,  itwaa 
thereupon 

Reeolved,  That  it  be  recomended  to  the  Supreme  EtecutiTe  Coun- 
cil, to  fumiah  Mr.  Lanff  with  such  monies  as  they  think  neoesj^aiyi 
either  by  Draughts  on  Uie  Clothier  General,  or  in  any  other  miinner 
they  may  think  proper. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Jv., 
Clk.  of  Gen'l  Aaa'y. 
April  14— reo'd  this  from  Mr.  Tdoma. 


Wm.  Haet  to  Prks.  Wharton,  1778. 

Bucks  County,  Plumstead  township,  April  2, 1778* 
Sir, 

I  would  acquaint  you  that  I  have  made  a  beginning  of  purchanng 
horses,  and  have  purchased  five,  &  I  find  they  will  be  veiy  high,  tfot 
less  than  three  hundred  Dollars  price,  upon  an  Everage  for  horses 
that  will  Suit  that  purpose  rweli).  I  Ukewiso  would  Inform  yon, 
that  Cash  would  answer  much  better  than  Certificates  if  it  can  be 
had.  And  as  to  Kecpins;,  I  Can  Scarce  Get  a  horse  Kept  at  any 
Rate.  I  have  now  Concluded  to  purchase  oats  and  hay  by  your  i^ 
probation,  and  hire  a  band  to  attend  the  horses,  as  I  think  it  will 
Come  lower  then  putting  them  out  at  Different  places :  it  is  more 
tihan  probable  the  hay  will  have  to  be  pressed  where  it  can  be  beat 
Spared,  or  Draw  from  the  purchaser  of  forage  of  the  County.  I 
would  be  Glad  of  an  answer  as  soon  as  possible,  and  some  Cash. 
From  your  most  obedient  and 

Humble  Servant, 

WILLIAM  HART. 
Directed, 

On  Publick  Service — 
To  Uie  Honourable  Thomaa  Whactoo,  iaar..  President. 
"^  Favour  of  the  Rev«  Mr.  Annan. 
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CoesciL  TO  Bma.  Qxk.  Anxhont  Watnb,  1778. 

In  Council, 

LancaateTj  April  2Dd;  1778. 
Sir, 

lam  favored  with  yonni  of  the  27tb  Masch,*  the  oontents  of 
which  I  commanicated  to  Coaooil.  They  are  of  opinion  with  yoa 
tiiat  a  greater  number  of  officers  should  be  employed  on  llie  recruit- 
iog  flenrieoi  and  those  such  as  can  be  depended  upon,  not  only  for 
thw  sobriety,  but  industry  &  ezpcrtness,  m  thi^t  necessary  business. 
And  I  am  fully  of  opinion  that  there  should  constantly  remain  in 
•seh  county,  officers  properly  qualified  to  reemity  in  order  that  the 
Battalion  iSiould  be  kept  compleat,  as  well  as  to  apprehend  deserters. 

I  am  a  good  deal  astonished  to  find  that  an  officer  could  be  five 
weeks  in  wheater  Ooonty,  and  not  have  it  In  his  power  to  recruit 
m  man.  I  doubt  he  has  not  been  very  attentive  to  that  part  of 
his  duty.  The  accounts  that  Council  receives  from  most  of  the 
Coonties  are^  upon  the  whole,  favorable,  and  I  am  in  hopes  several 
hundred  Men  wUl,  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  Joyn  the  Army. 
If  they  do  not,  I  know  of  no  other  plan  to  supply  our  Quota  of 
Troops  for  our  common  defence.  If  money  is  an  inducement  for 
Hen  to  enlist  in  our  Begiments,  this  Stato  has  given  generously^ 
vod  the  officers,  1  think, liave  sufficient  encouragement  to  do  their 
duty. 

It  affi>rds  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  that  the  Troops  of  this  Stato 
tte  at  least  as  Healthy  as  those  of  any  other,  and  that  their  reputa- 
tion is  equal  to  aby  itf  well  known — that  you  will  continue  your 
exertions  to  help  them  so  I  have  no  doubt ;  and  it  eives  me  no 
suiall  pain  to  find  that  those  brave  Men  are  not  providea  with  such 
necessaries  as  fhey  have  a  right  to  expect,  which  would  encourage 
them  to  persevere  in  doing  their  duty.  Council  are  doing  all  they 
ttn  to  ptfovide  doatfaing  for  them,  but  I  fear  their  good  intention 
will  not  be  crowded  with  the  siwcesa  they  wish.  Mr.  Howell  ia 
indefatigable  in  getting  the  cloathing  made  up — the  want  of  buttons 
delay'd  them  a  little,  but  they  are  now  going  on. 

I  am,  &c. 

General  Wayne. 

In  Qeneral  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania.  Tuesday,  March  Slst, 
1778.    On  eoneidiring  the  Petition. 


*  See  page  887. 
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Thomas  SAVAcaB  to  Sop.  Exbo.  Gocifoiir,  1778. 

PennsjlTasM  Salt  Works,  April  4tb,  1778. 

S', 

This  morDiDg  I  ree*  advice  of  the  enemy  from  N.  York,  haveiog 
landed  a  party  of  men,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty^  at  the  Union 
Salt  Works,  at  Squan,  and  destroyed  them  by  fire,  together  with 
many  others ;  expected  them  here  this  ttioming,  but  am  jnst  hi' 
fiormed  y*  are  returned  to  the  Hook,  but  intend  these  works  a  tittit 
very  soon.  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  inform  your  Hon.,  by  express, 
that  if  it  should  be  thought  necessary  to  send  any  troops  to  protect 
Ae  Works,  it  might  be  done  immediately. 

The  Militia  under  OoPl  Furman  were  here  to  day.  What  oonld 
be  got  together  then,  which  were  but  few,  it  being  difficult  to  get 
them  together  here — they  are  returned  this  hftemoon.  I  hate  bnt 
few  men  at  wofk,  and  them  going  to  leare  me  on  the  aboTe  ao^— 
have  heard  nothing  of  Mr.  Davidson  since  he  left  this,  about  two 
months  ago,  in  order  to  furnish  the  necessaries  to  oarry  on  the  works 
— am  without  cash  to  pay  my  people  or  purehaae  provisions,  of 
which  I  have  no  other  kind  then  bread  and  pork— am  not  able  to 
make  any  salt  for  want  of  the  hands — ^wrote  for  tropes.  Tour  Hon' 
will  take  the  matter  into  consideration^  and  order  the  necessaries 
meedfuH. 

I  remain,  in  haste, 

with  all  due  respect| 

yo^  Hob"  moat  obed^  serv^i 

THOMAS  SAYADeE. 

N.  B.  To  the  mem'"  given  Mr.  Davidson  of  ihin^  wanting  for 
the  WorkSy  add  2  Casks  of  NailS;  1  at  12d,,  &  1  at  20(2. 
Directed, 

To  The  Honu«  Thomas  Wharton,  Esqr.,  ProstdeBt  of  the  Hon»* 
the  OooBoil  of  State  of  PennsylvaBia^  at  Laocastar.    ^  Sxpnss* 


Prbsidbkt  Wharton  to  Gbkbral  Lacbt,  1778. 

Id  Oomnei^ 

Lanoaatar;  April  4th,  177S. 

Sir, 

The  within  is  copy  of  my  letter  of  the  27th  March,  which  will 
serve  in  a  good  measure  to  answer  yours  of  the  26th. 

r3^dee  the  classes  mentioned  in  the  wiUiin  letter,  to  be  orderad 
out,  I  have  written  to  the  Lieutenant  of  Bucks  County  to  call  oat 
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one  class  of  the  Mriitia,  so  that  I  hope  that  the  whole  may.  produoe, 
wiU  be  sufficient  to  answer  a  good  purpose. 

I  am  with  respect  sir, 

jour  very  humble  servant, 

THO'S  WHARTON,  Jr.,  F. 

Oenexal  Lacej. 


Rbsolijtion  of  CohgrssS)  1778. 

In  Congress, 

4th  AprU,  1778. 
Besohed^ 

That  Gkneral  Washington  be  impowered,  if  he  s^all  deem  it 
aeoessary,  to  call  on  the  states  of  Maryland^  Pennsylvania  and  New 
Jeney,  for  5,000  of  their  militia,  in  snoh  proportions  from  the  re- 
speciiTe  statea  as  he  shall  think  proper — to  remain  in  service  for 
nch  time  as  Genial  Washington  shall  recommend.  The  said 
militia  to  be  armed  &  aoooutred  by  the  respective  states  to  which 
they  bdQng'-<'4Q  whom  it  is  earnestly  recommended  to  use  every 
exertion  in  complying  with  the  general's  request. 

(Copy.) 

E)Ltract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Secy. 


Jacob  Mobqan  Jk.,  to  Prbs.  Wharton,  1778. 

Lancaster,  April  4th,  1778. 

Hb  Ezoellenoy  Thomas  Wharton,  jr.,  Esq'. 

Sir, 

I  am  offered  the  office  of  quarter  master  for  the  County  of  Berks, 
being  conscious  I  can  render  my  country  more  service  in  that  office 
than  in  the  Executive  Council,  I  therefore  beg  leave  to  resign  my 
seat  in  said  Council. 

I  am,  with  great  respect^ 

Your  Ezcellenoys 

most  obed'  Servant, 

JACOB  MORGAN,  jr. 

Directed, 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jr.,  E«qr.,  President  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Thos.  Savadqb  to  Fbbs.  WHAB70ir»  1778. 

Toms  River,  April  6, 1778. 

Sir, 

This  will  be  handed  yon  by  Capt  James  Sutter,  together  with 
what  I  wrote  yesterday,  who  can  inform  you  in  a  more  particular 
manner  respecting  the  works,  and  this  neighbourhood  in  general,  then 
what  I  have  wrote.  We  have  learnt  this  morning  that  the  enem  j 
after  leaving  Squan,  went  to  Shark  river,  and  destroyed  some  works 
there,  but  have  not  been  able  to  collect  iJie  partaculars.  'If  Councils 
should  think  it  necessary  to  send  any  troops  for  the  protection  of  the 
works,  I  apprehend  it  should  be  done  immediately,  as  in  all  likelj- 
hood  they  will  make  some  attempt  to  destroy  them  in  a  few  days, 
and  Capt.  James  Sutter  being  out  of  employ,  would  recommend  him 
to  the  Command  of  the  troops  stationed  here,  he  being  well  aoqosinted 
with  the  nature  of  the  service  necessary  here,  and  with  the  neigb- 
bourhood  in  respect  to  the  militia,  which  might  be  attended  with 
some  inconvenience  was  an  officer  to  come  ao  entire  stranger  here, 
and  having  beard  nothing  to  his  disadvantage  whilst  he  had  honouf 
to  serve  his  oountry,  take  the  liberty  too  of  reoommendlAg  hitBy 
haveiog  done  his  duty  here  as  becoming  an  officer  in  bis  station.* 

I  am,  with  all  due  respect, 

S',  your  Hon**  most 

Humble  &  Obedient  Servant, 

THOS.  8AVADGE. 

Directed, 

The  Hon"«  Tho^  Wharton,  Esq'.,  President,  of  the  Hon*»«  CouQcil 
of  State  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Lancaster. 

^  Cap*  James  Sutter's  Express. 


T.  Matlack  to  John  Maokat,  1778. 

Lancaster,  April  6, 1778. 

Sir, 

The  great  length  of  time  since  you  haye  attended  in  Coun<»l  bifl 
induced  the  Council  to  enquire  whether  you  have  declined  a  farther 
attendance  on  Publick  business  or  not  This  enquiry  is  become  a 
duty  which  they  can  no  longer  delay,  as  it  is  with  some  difficolty 
that  a  Council  can  be  kept  together,  to  do  business  at  all  tiraes^  with- 
out some  danger  of  a  deficiency  of  members,  and  the  service  is  ten- 

*  See  page  898. 
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dered  verj  bard  to  those  who  give  a  due  attendanoe,  by  the  loag 
absence  of  otben,  «o  as  to  prereat  the  attending  memben  even 
from  occaaionallj  viBiting  their  families.  Toa  will  please  to  write 
to  the  beard  your  sentiments  on  this  head  without  further  delay,  as 
a  Mason  of  pressing  and  important  business  is  at  hand. 

I  baye  the  honour  to  be, 

with  great  respect. 

Tour  very  h'mble  servant, 

T.  MATLACK,  Sec^ 
Directed^ 

To  h'nble  John  Maokayi  Esq'. 


Council  to  Gbnl.  Washingtoit,  1778, 

In  Council^ 

Laneaster,  April  6, 1778* 

Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  of  receiving  your  Letter  of  yesterday's  date, 
enelodng  one  from  M**  Mary  Pemberton  to  you.  1  am  to  inform 
your  Exoellenoy  that  Council  cheerfully  comply  with  the  request  of 
that  Lady)  being  desirous  that  the  situation  of  the  gentiemen  in 
confinement  should  be  made  as  asreeable  as  may  be  consistent  with 
the  safety  of  the  state,  you  will  please,  therefore,  to  receive  enclosed 
a  Passport  for  one  or  two  waggons,  and  such  necessarys  as  those 
gentlemen  naay  realy  need.  It  is  proper  to  acqusdnt  your  Ezcel«> 
kncy  that  tlie  House  of  General  Assembly  have  Passed  a  Law  that 
irill  apply  to  these  cases  of  the  Prisoners,  and  that  Council  has  ob* 
^ed  a  resolve  from  the  Honorable  Congress  to  deliver  them  to  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a  person  will  be  sent  in  a  day  or  two  to 
Winchester  to  escort  them  to  this  State,  when  they  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  tak^e  a  decided  part,  and  this  the  act  absolutely 
requires  of  them.  As  your  Excellency  purposes  to  forward  the 
Passport,  I  beg  you  will  take  the  trouble  to  mention  this  circum- 
stance, as  it  may  in  some  measure  govern  M"  Pemberton  &  the  other 
Ladies  in  the  quantity  &  kind  of  supplies  intended  to  be  sent  out.* 

Indorsedy 
To  his  Excellency  Gen^  Washington, 
*  See  Colon.  Bee.,  Tol.  XI.,  pp.  457,  458, 460, 461,  462,  468,  472, 478, 474. 
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Baia.  Ghn.  Laobt  zo  Pabsident  Whabtox^  1778. 

Dojles  Town^  April  8th,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  haye  sent  by  Gap^  Cable  one  faogsbead  of  faniitiire  wbich  wu 
broagfat  from  M'  Emlins ;  several  other  Boxes  &  Hogsheads  is  now 
at  this  place,  which  I  shall  forward  to  you  by  the  first  opportaoity. 
My  little  party  is  at  the  Billet.  I  am  here  trying  some  Philad* 
Market  Men  by  a  court  Martial,  &  I  hope  soon  to  give  you  an  acoouot 
of  their  receiving  the  just  Merrits  of  their  malignant  crimes. 

Inclosed  is  a  return  of  the  Militia  under  my  command.  News 
has  this  moment  arrived  from  below,  that  a  large  part  of  the  Enemy 
came  last  night  to  Smithfield,  and  made  Prisoners  a  small  party  of 
Coi^tinental  Troops,  under  the  command  of  Gap^  Henderson ;  it  is 
also  said  they  are  moving  up  towards  the  Buck ;  I  have  ordered  some 
of  the  Horse  down  to  learn  the  certainty  of  this  news.  I  am  in 
haste,  and  must  conolude* 

Your  most  obed^ 

Hble.  Serv«, 

JOHN  LACEY,  jr.,  B.  G. 
Directedf 

His  Bzo'y  Thomas  Wharton,^  Jun',  Esq%  Lancaster. 


Board  of  War  to  Prbs.  Wharton,  1778. 

Sir, 

By  order  of  Congress  we  enclose  to  you  our  Direction  to  Joseph 
Holmes,*  Esq^Dep^  Oommisa'y  of  Prisoners  at  Winchester,  to  deliver 
over  to  the  President  and  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  their  Order,  all 
Prisoners  under  his  Care  belonging  to  that  State. 

The  Order  of  Congress,  which  we  also  enclose,  is  datei  March  16,t 
1778,  and  would  have  been  immediately  attended  to  had'  not  the 
Board  expected  an  Application  from  the  President  and  Council  for 
the  Delivering  of  the  Prisoners  to  some  Person  authorized  to  receive 
them. 

I  am.  Sir, 

your  most  obed* 
Humble  Serv*, 

HORATIO  GATES. 

President. 

York  Town,  8  April,  1778. 

Directed, 

To  Hie  Excellency,  The  President,  and  The  Honorable,  The  Coun- 
cil of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  402.  f  Seep,  W4,  867. 


PENNSYLVANIA  AECHIVBS  1778.  40S 

JoHA.  B.  Smith  to  Pbbsidbnt  Whabtok,  1778. 

York  Town,  April  8%  1778. 

ffir, 

Uoderstandiog  from  Co^  Cos  that  the  purchase  of  horses  for  the 
mnj  In  yonr  state  was  impeded  for  want  of  money,  I  was  led  to  in- 
((aire  mto  the  oireumatanoes,  as  warrants  had  issned  in  yonr  favour 
for  80,000  dcrflarsso  long  ago  as  80*^  of  March.  Aooordiqgly  I  found 
ID  the  Treasury  offioe^  one  warrant  on  yoor  Loan  Office  for  50,000  dol* 
Ian,  which  is  inclosed,  &  one  other  on  M'  Hillogaa  for  30,000  dP. 
Rflspeoting  the  latter,  it  will  not  answer  any  purpose  to  rely  on  it 
*tiil  we  eon  g€t  Mr,  RiUenhouse^  to  fiwUk  whcU  he  has  in  hand. 
Perhaps  a  greater  service  cannot  be  rendered  the  public  than  that  of 
vgiog  his  assiduity. 

With  very  great  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Excellency's  most  ob.  h.  Serv*, 

JON*  B.  SMITH. 

If  the  30,000  d*  should  be  indispensably  necessary^  any  directions 
from  your  Ezoellency  shall  be  attended  to. 

IHrecttdf 

On  public  service 

To  His  EzcellMcy,  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
LsQcaster. 


Council  to  President  op  Congress,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster,  April  9, 1778. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  31  March,  enclosing 
the  resolves  of  Uie  Honorable  Coogress — to  which  CoancU,  so  far  as 
they  concern  them,  wQl  pay  due  attention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remaiui 

with  great  respect,  s', 

Your  obedient  servant 

hdonedf 
To  the  Hon^^  Henry  Laurens,  Esq'',  President  of  Congress. 

*  See  Col.  Beo.»  VoL  XL,  p.  M9* 
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PRBSIDraX  WflARTOir  TO  COLONSL  BlCHARD  BtTTLlEy  1778. 

In  Gonocily 

Lancaster,  April  9«^y  1778. 

Sir, 

I  received  jonr  letter  of  the  26^^  March,*  to  vhioh  I  Bbonld  have 
repljed  before,  but  have  been  waiting  to  see  M**  Mease,  who  has 
been  at  York  Town  several  days  and  is  not  jet  retamed.  lie  is- 
formed  Council  sometime  since  that  a  large  number  of  shirks  bad 
been  sent  to  camp,  and  at  the  same  time  gave  them  to  understand 
that  he  believed  there  would  be  no  want  of  that  article. 

I  am  very  unhappy  at  the  accounts  I  receive  from  you  and  other 
officers  of  this  state,  of  the  situation  of  our  troops  from  the  wsot  of 
proper  cloathing.  Your  humanity  as  well  as  close  attention  to  the 
wants  of  80  brave  a  sett  of  men  as  I  believe  the  Peuqaylvania  troops 
to  be,  demands  the  thanks  of  Council.  I  wish  it  was  in  my  power 
to  remove  every,  the  least  cause  of  complaint,  and  have  them  well 
supplyed  with  erery  article  that  would  make  the  life  of  a  soldier  u 
comfortable  as  possible.  Council  has  taken,  and  will  oontinoe  to 
take  every  step  that  they  believe  will  have  a  tendency  to  effect  tbat 
purpose,  as  well  by  reminding  M**  Mease  of  the  complaints  of  the 
army,  as  in  procuriug  every  necessary  for  them  which  can  be  spared 
in  this  state. 

I  am  with  respect.  Sir; 

Your  very  hnmUe  eervant, 

THOMAS  WHARTON. 


OouKciL  TO  Francis  Bailey  and  Captain  Lanq,  1778- 

In  Council, 
Lancaster,  April  10%  1778. 

Oenilemeni 

The  enclosed  resolves  of  the  Council  will  shew  that  you  "^ 
appointed  and  authorised  to  conduct  the  Prisoners  sent  from  this 
state  to  Virginia,  from  Winchester,  the  place  of  their  present  oon- 
finemeot,  to  this  Boroogb,  aid  on  your  arrival  here  aequaiot  thii 
Council  thereof 

Inclosed  is  an  order  of  the  Board  of  War  to  Joseph  Holmes,  Bsq'/t 
to  deliver  over  those  Gentlemen  to  the  Order  of  this  Counoil;  aDd 

♦  See  page  886. 

t  See  CeL  Ree.,  V^.  Xt,  p.  468. 
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endorsed  thereon  an  order  of  the  Council  for  the  delirery  being 
made  to  jou. 

It  18  reported  that  eeyeral  of  those  Gentlemen  are  in  a  low  state 
of  health  and  unfit  to  trarel ;  if  jon  find  this  to  be  the  case,  they 
matt  he  left  whore  they  are  for  the  pesent.  Those  of  them  who 
are  in  health  you  are  to  bring  with  yon^  treating  them  on  the  road 
with  that  polite  attention  and  care  which  is  dne  from  men  who  act 
npon  the  pnrest  motives  to  Gentlemen  whose  station  in  life  entitles 
them  to  respect,  however  tboy  may  differ  in  political  sentiments 
from  those  in  whose  power  they  are.  Yon  will  please  to  give  them 
every  aid  in  your  power  by  procuring  the  necessary  means  of  travel- 
ling in  waggons  or  otherwise^  with  such  baggage  as  may  be  conveni- 
ent for  them  on  the  road. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  convenient  to  divide  these  Gentlemen  into  two 
eompanies  for  their  better  accomodation  on  the  road ;  in  this  respect 
JOU  may  consult  the  inclination  and  choice  of  the  Gentlemen  them- 
selves. 

YoDT  own  prudence  and  good  sense  will  direct  you  in  such  inci- 
dents as  may  turn  up,  in  wiucfa  the  Council  have  no  doubt  but  that 
your  Conduct  will  justify  their  confidence  in  you. 


Gen.  Washington  to  Pebsibbnt  Whaeton,  1778. 

Head  Quarters,  Valley  Forge,  10**  April,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  yours  of  the  6**,  inclosing  a  passport  for  the 
Waggons  with  Stores  for  the  prisoners  at  Winchester,  which  I 
immediately  forwarded  to  Mrs.  Pemberton.'*' 

I  beg  leave  to  introduce  Major  General  Greene  to  you,  who  is 
lately  appointed  Q'  M**  General.  Upon  looking  over  the  late  law  of 
this  State  for  regulating  the  manner  of  providing  Waggons  for  the 
Service,  he  has  found  out  some  parts  which  he  conceives  might  be 
amended  so  as  more  fnlly  to  answer  the  valuable  purposes  intended. 
He  will  lay  the  widied  amendments  before  you  and  the  Council  for 
your  consideration,  and  if  you  think  with  him  that  the  Service  will 
be  benefitted  by  them,  I  have  no  doubt  but  you  will  recommend 
tiiem  to  the  Assembly  at  the  opening  of  the  next  Session. 

There  is  a  Grievance  complained  of  by  many  persons,  inhabitants 
of  this  ^State,  who  attend  the  Army  in  continental  employ  as  Qr 
Masters,  Waggon  Masters,  Teamsters,  &c.  They  are  called  upon  to 
do  duty  in  the  Militia,  and  if  they  do  not  appear  are  fined  to  the 
amonnt  of  their  substitute  money.    This  they  conceive  to  be  very 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XI.  pages  JoT,  458. 
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hard  upon  thenii  m  diey  ure  in  the  service  pf  the  Stelee,  and  ought 
to  be  as  maoh  exempted  as  Offioers  or  Soldiers. 

(General  Qreene  will  represent  this  matter  iailj  to  joo,  and  point 
<»at  an  equitable  mode  of  redress,  fie  is  interested  in  the  matter, 
as  the  persons  who  complain  general^  belong  to  hia  departneBL 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Sir, 

Tour  most  ob*  Serv*, 

G- WASHINGTON. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  the  State 
<£  Pennsylyania. 


Abraham  Lbvak  to  Prbbidbkt  Wharton,  177$. 

Allen  Township,  Northampton  Oonntj,  April  10%  1778. 

Honor'  Sir, 

Yonr  Esteemed  favour  of  March  10^,  1778,  came  safe  to  band. 
The  Injanotions  youV  {leased  to  lay  upon  me  respecting  the  par- 
chase  of  25  Horses  for  the  service,  as  the  quote  for  this  County,  I 
cbearfully  comply'd  with ;  and,  tho'  it's  a  difficult  task,  yet  I  hare 
good  hopes  that  with  close  application  and  perseverence  I  can 
accomplish  it.  However,  Sir,  Rest  assured  no  care  nor  IndostrT  of 
mine  shall  he  wanting.  I  have  secured  14,  and  have  some  others 
under  my  Eye.  They  are  of  such  age  &  make  that  I  flatter  myself 
will  give  general  satisfaction,  and  answer  the  salutary  purposes  tiiey 
are  intended  for. 

I  am,  honor'd  s', 

with  all  possihle  respect  &  Defference, 

Your  most  obed^  hum*  serv*, 

ABRAHAM  LBVAN. 

Directed. 
To  His  Ezcelleney  Tho*  Wharton,  Jun',  Ptes*,  Lancaster. 
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Tbkch  Tilghman  to  Sbc't  Matlace,  1778. 

Head  Qaarters,  Valley  Forge,  lOth  April,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  fk^  with  yours  of  the  6th  inclosing  Mr.  James  Allen's  letter 
to  the  Connoil,  I  shall  agreeable  to  your  request  give  you  a  full  ac- 
eount  of  the  whole  transaction  as  far  as  it  came  within  my  knowledge. 

Some  little  time  previous  to  the  27th  Decern',  Mr.  Allen  wrote  me 
a  letter  from  Northampton,  and  desired  I  would  obtain  a  pass  from 
General  Washington  for  Mrs.  Lawrence,  Mrs.  Allen  and  her  servants 
to  go  into  Philad*  as  she  (Mrs.  Allen)  Was  near  lying  in,  and  could 
not  obtain  the  necessary  nurses  and  attendants  for  a  woman  in  her 
sitaation.  This  the  General  refused,  but«aid  he  would  allow  nurses 
Ac.,  to  come  from  Philad*.  In  a  fSaw  days  after  Mr.  Allen  came 
down  himself,  and  represented  to  the  General,  that  his  wife  would 
probably  lose  her  lifc  if  she  had  not  better  assistance  in  her  labour 
than  could  be  procured  at  Northampton.  Humanity  prevented  him 
from  refusing  a  request  of  this  nature,  and  he  agreed  to  allow  it. 
This  being  obtained,  Mr.  Allen  hinted  a  desire  of  going  into  Pfailad* 
himself,  upon  this,  the  General  desired  me  to  be  dear  and  explicit 
with  Mr.  Allen.  He  desired  me  to  tell  him,  that  he  had  no  objeetioti 
to  his  going  in  but  that  he  would  not  have  any  thing  to  do  with  his 
eomin^  out  again,  and  the  passport  was  worded  as  you  have  seen, 
Mr  .Allen  did  not  go  in  at  that  time  with  his  wife,  and  Mrs.  Lawrence, 
but  some  weeks  afterwards.  I  beg  leave  to  mention  what  passed 
between  Mr.  Allen  and  myself,  altho'  I  had  ever  diff(»ed  with  him 
in  political  sentiments,  yet  from  my  &mily  connections  with  him,  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  give  him  my  advice  as  a  Friend.  I  told  him 
he  had  hitherto  acted  a  part  that  had  been  rather  unexceptionable, 
and  that  if  he  inclined  to  go  into  Philad*  he  had  better  apply  to  the 
Governor  and  Council,  state  his  Reasons  to  them,  and  give  any 
required  security  for  his  conduct  while  there.  That  it  was  more  than 
probable  from  the  lenity  which  theyliad  shewed  many  individuals 
that  his  request  would  be  granted,  but  that  if  he  went  in  without 
this  previous  caution,  he  might  depend  it  would  be  construed  into 
taking  a  decisive  part  with  the  Enemy  and  his  return  prevented. 
He  said  he  would  think  of  it  and  act  accordingly,  we  parted  and  I 
have  not  seen  him  since. 

My  fiither  is  at  Chester  Town,  Maryland,  to  which  place  there  is  a 
poet  goes  from  Lancaster.  I  shall  esteem  your  enclosinff  a  Copy  of 
the  law  to  him,  as  a  fav  conferred  upon  him  and  myself,  would  it 
not  be  well  to  insert  it  in  the  papers  which  find  their  way  into  Philad* 
where  some  of  the  Gentlemen,  concerned  in  its  operation  reside. 
I  am  with  Respect,  Dear  Sir, 

y  most  ob*  Serv*, 

TENCH  TILGHMAN. 

To  fimothy  Hathick,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  State  of  Pennaylvania^ 
at  Lancaster. 
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Brig.  Gbn.  Anth'y  Watne  to  Peesidbkt  Wharton,  1778. 

Mount  Joy,  Ap>  lOth,  1778. 
Dear  Sir,  ^ 

Agreeable  to  your  desire,  I  have  ordered  op  an  additional  namber 
of  Reoruiting  offioera,  who  are  well  Aecommended  for  their  Indostry 
and  Sobriety,  and  who  I  widi  were  tolerated  to  Enlist  in  any  Quarter 
where  it  most  probable  they  may  meet  with  suooess — as  oonfiniog 
them  to  partieular  Counties,  will  rather  retard  than  expedite  or  facili- 
tate the  Reeruitiog  Service.  I  Communicated  your  Idea  to  his 
Exoellency,  of  Constantly  employing  [some  officers  in  that  Businen, 
in  order  to  keep  the  Begiments  &  Corps  Compleate,  which  meet  big 
warmest  approbation;  and  he  requests,  threw  me  that  your  Exoel- 
kney  would  adopt  so  Salutary  a  measure,  as  its  of  the  first  eonse- 

Suenee  to  have  Veterans,  in  place  of  raw  raised  troops,  which  will 
(ways  be  the  case  if  the  Recruiting  business  is  put  off  till  the  spriog 
of  the  year;  and  then  the  Time  is  so  short  that  wo  can't  hope,  eitber 
to  OomiriAate  or  ManocTOure  our  Corps  before  they  take  the  fieli 
I  wish  your  Bzoeliency  to  order  the  Recruits  to  be  Clothed,  it  ap- 
pointed before  they  leave  Lancaster,  as  they  can't  be  supplyed  here, 
the  Sixteen  additional  Regiments,  and  the  Carolina  troops,  being 
ordered  to  be  supplyed,  pitwious  to  any  others  so  that  we  have  little 
prospect  of  receiving  any  benefit  from  the  Clothier  Qeneral's  Store 
m  this  Quarter,  and  altho  tolerable  with  Regard  to  shoes,  stockings, 
&  Hatts,  we  are  but  wretchedly  provided  in  other  Respects,  partion^ 
larly  as  to  shirts;  I  do  assure  your  Excellency  that  their  are  near  one 
thiid  of  my  men  that  have  no  kind  of  Shirt  under  Heaven,  and 
soaroely  a  man  in  the  Division  with  more  than  one,  nor  have  I  been 
able  to  draw  any  during  this  whole  winter,  for  Qod's  sake  Endeavoni 
to  do  some  thing  for  us,  the  season  is  now  arrived  that  Requires 
every  attention  to  keep  the  Troops  healthy,  and  nothing  will  be  more 
Conducive  to  it  than  clean  linuen,  in  this  article,  we  are  in  a  worse 
Condition  than  anv  troops  on  the  ground,  nay  worse  than  Falstaffii 
Recruits,  they  haa  a  shirt  and  a  half  to  a  Company.  You'l  pudon 
me  for  dweling  so  long  on  this  subject,  but  upon  my  soul,  I  cannot 
help  it,  my  feelings  as  a  man  are  so  much  hurt  by  the  complainings 
and  misery  of  the  Poor  fellows,  who  have  no  shirts  at  all,  that  I  can 
have  no  peace  of  mind,  until  they  are  provided. 

A  Quantitv  of  Superfine  Cloth,  and  about  12  or  1500  yards  of 
Linnens  &  Chks  were  purchased  by  CoL  Miller  and  left  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Jacob  Eichelberger  at  York,  for  the  use  of  our  Troops;  will  you 
be  kind  enough  to  order  Mr.  Howell  to  send  for  it,  least  other  Troops 
should  receive  the  benefit  of  that,  which  we  are  in  so  much  in  want 
off. 

A  woman  who  has  been  in  Philad*  for  three  or  four  days,  and  this 
moment  Returned,  says  that  the  general  Report  there  ie  that  in  the 
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Coorae  of  two  weeks,  the  Bnemy  iatend  to  take  the  Field — ^bnt  at 
the  Quarters  of  some  mnoipal  officers,  they  have  frequently  been 
overheard  talking  in  a  Desponding  stile,  and  that  they  ean't  move 
DDtil  they  Receive  a  Reinforcement,  with  severe  sarcasm  against  their 
Oeneral,  who  they  wish  to  be  recalled,  and  who  I  hope  will  not, 
nntill  we  have  an  opportunity  to  Burgoyne  him,  bat  this  will  depend 
upon  the  Exertion  of  the  states,  at  present  he  outnumbers  us,  and 
bj  the  best  acco^  New  England  is  so  absorbed  in  Accumulating 
wealth,  that  they  have  become  totally  Insensable  to  our  sufferings 
and  Danger,  and  sunk  into  a  torpid  supineness,  from  which  its  difficult 
to  rouse  them. 

I  am  your  Excellencies 

most  Obd'  and  very 

Hum.  Servant 

By  order  of  General  Wayne. 

BEN.  FISHBOURNE,  A.  D.  C. 

Dirededf 

On  Publick  Service. 

His  Ezeeilenoy  Governor  Thomas  Wharton,  Jon'r  Esq.,  Lanoaster 


Gbk.  Washington  to  President  'Whaeton,  1778. 

Head  Quarters,  Valley  Forge,  11th  April,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the 
4'*  instaot  empowering  me  to  call  for  5000  Militia  from  the  States  of 
Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and  New  Jersey.  Much  as  the  army  stands 
in  need  of  Beinforcements,  I  would  not  wish  to  call  upon  the  States 
for  their  militia  in  great  numbers  before  there  is  an  absolute  necessity. 
I  shall  therefore  only  make  a  demand  at  present  from  Pennsylvania 
of  one  thousand  effective  Hank  and  File  including  those  at  present 
in  service  under  the  command  of  General  Laoey.  1  inclose  you  copy 
of  his  Return  of  the  6th  instant  for  your  Government,  1  wish  this 
Body  of  one  thousand  to  be  sent  into  the  field  as  expeditiously  and 
for  as  long  a  time  as  possible.  If  they  cannot  be  oniered  out  for  a 
longer  ^me  than  the  tour  prescribed  by  law,  I  hope  oare  will  be  taken 
to  replaee  them  regularly  as  their  Services  expire. 

I  hsYO  tho  honour  to  be 

.  with  great  Bespect  Sir, 

y  most  ob*  ServS 

G*  WASHINGTON. 

N.  B.  Col.  Gibson  informs  me  that  if  the  Militia  would  mount 
Vol..  VI— 18 


410f  PENNSYLVANIA  AECHIVB8  1778. 

the  Ouards  at  LaneastaT)  he  oonld  send  forward  a  eonsidenble 
number  of  continental  Troops,  Be  pleased  to  apply  to  him  and  know 
what  nnmber  will  be  neoeesary,  which  may  be  conaidered  as  part  of 
the  1000  above  demanded. 

Directed^ 

On  pabliok  Service. 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton^  Esq.^  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania;  at  Lancaster. 


(Copy)  Gen.  WASHmaTON  to  Bbig.  Gbn.  Lacey,  1778. 

Head  Qaarters,  Valley  Forge,  April  lltfa,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  received  yonrs  of  yesterday  inclosing  the  proceedings  of  a  Court 
Martial  against  |snndry  Inhabitants  for  supplying  the  Boeray  with 
provisions,  and  a  return  of  your  Brigade,  when  you  have  gone  through 
the  tryals  of  the  whole,  I  would  recommend  it  to  you  to  send  such 
as  you  think  dangerous,  and  who  would  join  the  Enemy  if  released, 
to  the  president,  with  a^desire  to  confine  them  or  put  them  to  labour 
for  five  or  six  Months,  which  will  be  the  active  part  of  the  campaign. 
Those  whose  general  character  has  been  good,  I  would  have  released 
with  an  assurance  of  being  hanged  if  they  are  taken  in  such  practices 
again,  and  perhaps  it  would  be  well  to  remit  the  corporal  punishment 
of  all  especially  if  they  are  people  who  have  any  reputable  friends  in 
the  Country,  you  will  observe  that  the  Resolve  of  Conffress  for  trying 
Inhabitants  by  law  martial  expired  yesterday,  and  ^erefore  it  wiU 
be  needless  to  apprehend  any  more;  if  they  are  found  going  into 
Philad*  with  Provisions  you  may  take  that  and  their  Horses  from 
them. 

I  am  Sir, 

'    your  most 

obedt.  Servt 

Q*  WASHINGTON. 

(Copy). 

2)trsctetf, 

Brig'r  Gen.  Lacey.       ^ 
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Cot,  Lewis  Nioola  to  Sbc'y  Matlack,  1778. 

Easton  Apr.  11th,  1778. 
Sir, 

When  the  Invalid  Reg*  was  raised  the  intention  thereof  waa  to 
&nB  a  kind  ot  military  sohool  as  well  to  procure  a  retreat  to  persons 
BofferiDg  in  the  service,  in  oonsequenoe  of  which  the  officers  were 
ordered  to  recruit,  &  I  raised  a  few  men  'till  the  subatstute  act  de« 
Btroyed  all  recruiting  in  this  State,  raising  men  therein  for  other 
oorps,  &  which  may  not  be  reckoned  in  its  quota,  is  doing  an  injury 
thereto  which  I  should  be  sorry  to  .do  in  any  shape,  I  must  therefore 
l«g  you  will  apply  to  his  Excellency  &  the  Hon^  Coundl,  that  I  may 
be  informed  of  the  new  regulations  for  recruiting  made  by  the  Aft* 
sembly,  k  enabled  to  carry  them  into  execution,  the  men  so  raised 
to  be  sent  to  the  army  to  help  filling  up  the  regiments  belonging  to 
Uus  state. 

I  am  Siri 
.         your  most  obedt  Servt. 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Col.  T.  M. 

Dirededf 

To  l^mothy  Matlack,  Esq.^  Secretary  to  the  Hon'  Excentiye 
Coaifdl  at  Lancaster. 


Brig.  Gkn.  Anthony  Wayne  to  Pres,  Wharton,  1778. 

Camp,  Mount  Joy,  Ap^  12th,  1778. 
Bear  Sir, 

Capt.  Williams  being  now  Sent  on  the  Becruiting  Service,  has 
also  Oen'l  Waynes  Permission  and  Orders  to  take  up  as  many  De- 
serters from  this  State  as  he  possably  can,  he  informing  the  Oen'I 
that  he  knew  of  inany,  which  had  deserted  from  his  Company  last 
year. 

He  will  call  on  you  for  your  Instructions  in  Regard  to  the  Re- 
emiting  Service,  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  his  proo^ings  or  Inde- 
faticability  will  meet  with  your  approbation — ^its  the  Oen'I  wish 
that  he  may  not  be  Confind  to  any  particular  place— he  supplies  tha 
place  of  Lieut.  Henderson,  who  was  some  time  ago  sent  on  that  Ser- 
Tice  wiA  Capt.  Scull,  and  is  now  returned. 
I  am  Y'  Excellency's  most 

Obd«  Humbl.  Servant. ,    ,  '^^ 

By  order  of  Qen'l  Wayne. 

BEN.  PISHBOURNB,  A.  D.  C. 

iHreeted. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq'.,  Lancaster. 

Favoured  by  Capt.  Williams. 
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Col.  Thos.  Craig  to  Pbbs.  Wharton,  1778. 

Camp,  Valley  Forge,  April  12th,  1778. 
Sir, 

Though  we  were  mtieh  distresffed  for  want  of  Cloathingj  when 
mpplied  ^m  the  Continental  Store,  we  still  rested  satisfied,  know- 
ing that  we  always  got  a  proportionable  part,  and  that  it  was  not  in 
the  Power  of  the  States  to  procure  a  Sufficiency  for  the  Array — ^Bat 
since  each  State  has  undertook  to  cloathe  its  own  Troops,  I  have 
found,  in  taking  a  View  of  the  Pennsylyania  Line,  that  some  Regi- 
ments are  well  cloathed,  and  in  fact  have  more  than  they  aif  present 
want,  while  others,  whom  I  will  presume  to  say  are  as  deserritig  tf 
any,  have  not  sufficient  to  cover  their  Nakedness. 

This,  Sir,  must  certainly  exdte  a  Jealousy,  and  indieed  I  am 
eorry  to  say,  that  there  must  be  partiallity  in  it.  The  present  de- 
plorable Situation  of  my  Be^ment  Obliges  me  to  trouble  you, 
therefore  must  beg  you  will  oraer  me  down  a  small  supply.  I  refer 
you  to  Cap*.  Thomas  Moore  for  the  returns.  They  are  moderate,  and 
only  meant  to  cover  the  men  we  have  doing  Duty  in  Camp. 

The  two  officers  who  were  sent  to  recruit  for  my  Regiment  aie 
returned  with  four  recruits,  and  say  that  it  is  not  in  their  Power  to 
get  men.  I  have  pointed  out  a  way  to  Cap*.  Moore,  which  he  will 
communicate  to  you.  I  think  it  will  be  of  Service,  &  hope  it  may 
meet  with  your  approbation,  if  not,  should  be  glad  to  have  the 
speediest  Steps  taken  you  may  think  proper. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

wi(h  much  Esteem  A  respect, 

T'  Honor's  most  Ob'  hub.  Serv*. 

THOS-  CRAIG. 

Dtrecled 

His  Bseellenoy  Thomas  Wharton,  Bsq'.,  Presideni  of  y«  Szeca- 
tive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 


Maj.  Qur.  John  ARHB^RONa  to  Psbs.  Wharton,  1778. 

Carlirie,  ISth  April,  1778. 

Sir, 

Some  weeks  aflo  I  had  the  pleasure  of  writing  y  Excel,  a  lew 
lines  from  Yoik  Town,  en  the  subject  of  a  Lead  mine,*  but  have 
not  heard  whether  my  letter  was  delivered.  Since  that  time,  have 
been  informed  that  the  mine  is  comprehended  by  lines  ran  for  ^e 

*  See  page  203. 
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tnfrieimsBy  in  laying  oat  part  of  their  Tttntlui  as  eady,  if  I  re- 
aonber  rights  as  the  year  —61. 

The  Drafting  of  oar  Militia,  in  order  to  fill  up  the  regnlar  Begi* 
mesfts  of  the  State,  however  laackble  that  meaaore  nay  be,  it  ia 
liable  to  the  addttboal  'obetrootion  arising  from  the  abaenee  of  a 
part  of  that  Body  which  is  to  be  drafted ;  I  mean  the  Militia  necea* 
sarily  in  the  field,  as  those  at  home  may  derive  a  plea  from  the  ab- 
aenoe  of  their  fellows — to  remove  this  embarrassment,  (shoa'd  it 
prove  snch)  or  rather  thus  early,  to  hint  to  Council  to  be  prepared 
with  flooh  expedient  as  may  best  answer  that  peculiar  circum* 
Btaoce,  is  the  only  design  of  this  paragraph-^perhaps  a  Lieut,  or 
Sub  Lieut.,  to  attend  at  Camp  from  such  of  the  Countys  as  may 
have  sent  out  their  Classes^  may  be  as  natural  a  method  as  any 
other. 

Give  me  leave  to  advise  you,  that  some  short  time  ago  I  received 
a  letter  from  a  certain  Mr.  James  Maxwell,  of  Canigochege,  who,  in 
ooaaeqnenee  as  I  conceive  of  a  public  order,  or  at  least  recommen- 
dation of  Council,  that  Volunteers,  as  well  as  oertain  Classes  under 
the  Latr,  shou'd  on  that  particular  occasion  repair  to  Camp  &  joine 
General  Washington^  &c.  Complaining  that  altho'  he,  as  CaptaiUi 
carried  out  a  Company  of  Volunteers,  jollied  Gen'l  Potter,  &  re- 
main'd  doing  duty  with  him  the  usual  term ;  he  &  his  men  are,  not^ 
withstanding,  fined  by  the  State  cheers  in  that  part  of  the  Country, 
and  have  no  credit  given  them  for  that  tour  of  duty,  because  not 
performed  in  the  eommon  mode  prescribed  by  Law — ^^  tis  probable  some 
dependanoe  miight  also  have  been  laid  on  my  private  letter  at  that 
time,  sent  abrtmd  under  the  privity  of  Council.  If  Capt"  Maxwell  & 
bis  Volunteers,  about  the  time  of  that  Order,  served  the  two  months, 
obeying  the  Commands  of  Gen'l  Potter,  as  1  have  not  any  doubt 
they  did,  I  hope  the  Supreme  Council  will  be  of  the  opinion  that 
the  Lieut,  has  gone  too  far,  and  will  as  early  as  convenient  prohibit 
the  Levying  of  these  fines.  I  shall  in  the  mean  time  write  to  Max- 
well, in  (nrdor  to  make  them  easy  until  the  sense  of  Council  is  known, 
I  immagio  it  is  alleged  that  Maxwell,  &  perhaps  his  Volunteers,  are 
notao  wttll  attached  as  they  ought  to  be  to  our  present  firame  of  6o- 
vemment^^that  argnmeat,  if  even  true,  is  in  my  opinion  on  the 
pesent  oeoaaion  totally  wi^eat  force,  and  such  poUey  aa  oanaot  be 
justified,  but  am  poanaded  I  need  not  add. 

I  am  uneasy  to.  learn  whethev  Congresa^the  Commander  in  Chief, 
or  any  «tiher  mode  be  yet  taken  up  for  calling  together,  for  a  short 
tiBae,  the  force  of  the  neighbouring  States,  for  purposes  too  obvious 
to  require  any  mention  being  made  of  them ;  delays  are  always  dan* 
geroos,  but  on  great  oooasioas  may  prove  fatal. 

General  Potter  has  lately  been  heee^  and  is  to  repidr  io  Camp 
about  the  latter  end  of  this  monti|--*4ie  will  take  Laaoaster  in  his 
way. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed,  that  under  the  sensible  fidling  off  of 
every  fiaeidty  ^f  body  and  mind,  k  decline  of  the  common  senoes; 
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I  can  ponnbly  with  f<Mr  any  fl«(i?6  or  laboriofw  Charge  thio'  iiie  en- 
suing Campaign,  and  equally  inadmiasablei  the  Idea  of  beinc  far  di»> 
tant  whikt  the  Soene  of  action  is  in  PennsylTsnia,  or  totidly  inao- 
tiye  under  the  present  aspect  of  -—78 ;  And  intMd,  therefore^  God 
willing,  to  be  at  Camp  about  the  latter  «nd  of  May,  there  to  aot  is 
neoessity  or  ezpedienee  may  point  out* 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  great  respect, 

Your  Ezoellencys  most  humble  Serv*. 

JOHN  ABMSTBONGi 

I  have  wrote  Oen'I  Leacy  against  the  unwarrantable  praotioe 
of  allowing  the  Militia  to  olaim  &  distribute  as  Plunder  or  free 
Booty,  the  Horses,  Teams,  &o.,  they  may  seize  carrying  in  provi- 
mons  to  the  Enemy.  I  have  h^ml  such  a  report,  but  am  not  certain 
of  the  truth  of  it.    If  so,  it  is  infallibly  wrong. 

J.  A. 

Direetsdf 

On  Public  Service—* 

His  Excelleney  Thomas^  Wharton,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 

Favoor'd  by  Coll.  Smith. 


Brig.  Obh.  Laobt  to  Pres.  Wha&ioh,  1778« 

■ 

Doyles  Town,  April  13th,  1778. 
Sir, 

-  Inolosed  is  a  list  of  some  prisoners,  their  erimee  and  the  jndg* 
ment  of  the  Court,  which  is  approved  of  in  part  by  His  EzceUency 
General  Washington,  &o.,  in  a  letter  to  me,  dated  April  the  llth, 
1778,  a  ooppy  of  which  I  also  indoio  in  this  letter.  The  Piisenen 
I  send  you  are  Notorious  oifenden,  and  have  made  a  fpate  pvwtioo 
of  going  to  market,  as  well  as  being  guilty  of  other  traitourous  acta 
I  send  them  to  yon  to  do  with  them  as  you  and  Counoil  may  direot^ 
b«t  hope  they  vunj  be  kept  dose  to  some  Laboorlons  Baaines%  dor* 
ing  the  Campaign,  for  yon  may  rely  on  their  going  directly  to  tfas 
finemy  if  they  hate  their  Liberty. 

None  of  the  Classes  you  have  ordersd  into  the  field  haa  yet  arired, 
the  times  of  those  with  me  expire  the  twenty  third  of  this  month, 
which  18  just  at  hand— tty  party  lay«  near  t&  Billit. 

Ona  of  my  Scouting  party's  fell  in  with  a  paity  of  the  Enmj 
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fome  days  siDoe,  near  Doctor  Bennils,  on  the  York  Road,  by  whom 
fire  of  tho  Militia  were  Elilled ;  the  greatest  part  of  them,  after  they 
were  made  prisoners,  were  inhumanly  Butchered ;  two  others  were 
wounded,  one  of  which  they  took  with  them,  the  other  they  left 
for  dead,  bat  after  they  were  gone  he  made  shift  to  git  to  one  of  the 
Neighbouring  Houses,  from  whence  he  was  brought  up  to  this  place^ 
tod  is  like  to  recoTcr  tho  badly  wounded. 

I  remain  with  req[)eot, 

Your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  LACEY,  Ju'.,  B.  O. 
Directed, 

On  Public  Service — 
His  ExcelleBcy  Thomas  Whwrton,  jun'.i  Esq'.^  Lancaster. 


Fred.  Wise  to ,  1778. 

Philad*  C'y,  Douglass,  April  13th,  1778. 
Sir, 

ft 

I  ought  to  give  you  intelligence  of  my  Proceedings  abont  Buying 
tbem  Horses,  before  now,  But  I  Gould  not  get  an  Opportunity  before 
this,  therefore  I  hope  yonl  Excuse  me.  I  hereby  Let  you  know 
that  such  Horses  are  Very  Scarce  in  our  County,  but  I  have  Tiyd 
my  best  Endeavour  to  get  them,  and  I  eot  9,  which  I  think  will 
answer  the  Purpose  very  well ;  but  your  Order  says  not  to  Buy  any 
under  5  Years  old,  which  is  na  Possibility  for  me  to  get  them  in 
<mr  Gounty.  And  I  am  upon  Opinion  a  Horse  of  4  Years  Old,  if 
be  is  Try'd,  is  as  good  for  any  Hardship  as  a  Horse  df  6  and  7 
Years,  therefore,  Please  to  Let  me  know  in  Short  whether  I  shall 
Boy  any  of  4  Years  Old  or  not.  And  the  Horses  are  very  Dear, 
that  I  Can't  get  them  under  £100, 120  and  130  Pounds  a  Horse. 
No  more  at  present,  but  willing  this  may  find  you  in  health  as  I  am 
at  present^ 

I  am  your  Very  -     ^ 

Sumble  Ser^ 

FREDERICK  WISE. 
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Council  to  Genbbal  Washington,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster,  April  13th,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  Honor  to  receive  your  EzoeUenoyg  Letter  of  the  10  & 
1 1  InsS*  The  first  by  Major  Oeneral  Sreen,  Q.  M.  General.  Thia 
Gentleman  communicated  to  Council  his  sentiments  respecting  (he 
Waggon  Law,  and  left  with  them  some  hints  for  their  oonsideratioa. 
The  Law  perhaps  may  be  altered  for  the  better,  tho'  it  is  not  so 
deficient  as  it  appears  at  the  first  View; — it  was  made  to  provide  for 
the  Army  in  a  general  way,  and  if  the  Deputy  Quarter  Master  had 
made  timely  application  for  Waggons,  there  would  have  been  bat 
little  cause  for  complaint;  notwithstanding  there  is  no  provission  in 
the  Law  for  oases  of  real  emergency,  it  is  neverthelesa  the  opinion 
of  Council  that  there  may  be  instances  which  will  fully  justify  the 
Quarter  Master  General,  his  deputies  &  the  officers  commanding  de- 
tachments in  impressing  Waggons.  If  the  Law  had  given  authority 
to  the  military  to  impress,  there  would  have  been  some  reason  to  fear 
that  very  little  attention  would  have  been  paid  to  the  resular  mode 
of  calling  upon  the  Farmers,  whereby  the  burthen  mignt  possibly 
be  very  unequal.  As  it  now  stands  the  necessity  of  the  case  most 
justify  the  measure.  Bespecting  the  other  grievance  which  your 
Excellency  hints  at,  that  of  Waggoners,  Quarter  Masters,  Teamsters, 
&o.,  great  difficulty  arises,  either  in  exempting  them  from  or 
obliging  them  to  pay  the  substitution  money.  It  is  alleged  that 
many  of  them  have  enterd  into  the  Waggon  service  &  the  Quarter 
Masters  Line  for  a  short  time  merely  to  evade  the  Law,  in  expecta- 
tion that  by  this  means  they  may  neither  serve  their  term  of  daty 
nor  pay  the  Fine.  If  a  regular  enlistment  was  made  to  serve  for  a 
year,  or  perhaps  a  shorter  time,  upon  producing  a  certificate  to  the 
Lieutenadit  of  the  County,  I  think  he  would  exempt  him  firom  the 
fines,  and  this  has  really  been  the  case  in  many  instances,  and  it  is 
the  opinion  of  Council  that  such  exemption  is  justifiable ;  and  theie- 
fore  I  propose  to  instruct  the  Lieutenants  on  this  head. 

Your  Letter  of  the  11th  enolosed  a  resolve  of  Congress  erapowe^ 
ing  you  to  call  upon  the  States  of  Pennsylvania,  Mary',  &  YirgiBiai 
for  5000  Militia,  in  consequence  of  which  you  request  from  this  State 
1000  efiective  men. 

I  wish  there  was  no  occasion  to  call  upon  the  militia  at  this  time, 
as  they  are  about  to  prepare  the  ground  for  summer  Crops ;  &  there 
are  other  reasons  that  enduoes  me  to  wish  very  sincerely  that  we  had 
no  occasion  for  their  servioes  in  the  Field.  I  am  sure  your  Exod- 
lency  would  not  demand  ihem  if  they  could  be  dispensed  with ; 

*  See  page  409,  410. 
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Coanoil  apprehending  there  was  a  necessity  to  keep  up  near  that 
samber  nnder  Gen.  Laoey,  gave  orders  some  time  since  to  the  Liea- 
tenants  of  the  Counties  of  Cumberland,  York,  Northampton,  Bucks, 
&  Fhih*,  for  as  many  as  they  thought  would  be  sufficient,  I  find 
bowever  they  have  not  turned  out  to  my  wishes.  I  will  give  such 
further  orders  as  I  hope  will  answer  your  Ezoellencys  expectations, 
reserving  as  many  here  for  guard  as  the  number  of  Continental 
Troops  now  employed  on  this  business. 

It  is  proper  however  to  inform  you  that  at  the  request  of  Congress 
I  ordered  500  of  the  Militia  to  guard  the  storeS|  200  at  EostoU;  100 
at  Bethlehem^  &  200  at  Beading. 

I  have  the 


Council  to  Thomas  SAVADas,  1778. 

^  In  CounciI| 

Lancaster^  April  13^  1778. 

Sir, 

Tour  letters  of  the  4th  &  6th  instant*  have  been  read  in  Coundl. 

As  to  Guards  being  sent  to  defend  the  Salt  works  under  your  care, 
tbere  does  not  appear  to  be  any  propriety  in  it  from  many  conside- 
rations. 

These  works  have  been  very  long  in  hand,  and  have  hitherto  'been 
altogetEer  fruitless.  This  greatly  discourages  Council  from  pur- 
suing the  business  any  further  until  they  are  satisfied  that  there  is  a 
reasonable  prospect  of  something  effectual  being  done,  and  they  are  of 
opinion  that  they  cannot  justify  to  the  publick  the  advancing  of  any 
more  money  until  they  are  satisfied  of  the  propriety  of  the  disposal 
of  that  already  issued  for  this  purpose.  You  are  therefore  directed 
to  lay  your  accounts  before  the  Council  as  soon  as  may  be.  f 

Direetedf 
To  Mr.  Thomas  Savadge. 

*  See  page  898,  400. 

t  See  Colon.  Bee.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  468. 

18* 
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CblTNCIL  TO   COMMISSION^BRS  FOR  PrOVISIOIJS,  1778. 

Circular. 

In  Council; 

Lancaster,  April  14, 1778. 

Gentlemen., 

Colonel  Clement  Biddle  being  appointed  Forage  Master  Oeneral, 
it  is  proper  that  his  advice  and  directions  be  respected  in  the  pQ^ 
chase  and  disposal  of  forage.  He  will  famish  you  with  money  for 
this  purpose  from  time  to  time  as  it  shall  become  necessary. 

I  am  sir, 

your  very  Hum.  sery*. 


Jacob  Morgan  to  Prbsidbnt  Wharton,  1778. 

Beading,  April  15%  1778. 
Sir, 

I  Becei?'d  Tour  Excellencys  orders  of  the  24*^  March  Last: 
Agreeable  thereunto  I  have  Calld  upon  the  1"*  Glass,  of  which  Ooe 
Hundred  and  Fifty  one  Bank  and  File  have  entred,  which  Falls 
Short  of  the  Number  Demanded;  I  therefore  called  upon  the  Second 
Class  of  one  of  the  Battalions,  which  I  expect  will  make  up  the 
Number  demanded. 

I  also  Beceived  your  orders  of  the  2*  of  this  Instant  by  the  Secre- 
tary, to  make  exact  Lists,  Distinguishing  Battalions  &  Companies, 
of  aJl  the  Officers  and  soldiers  within  this  State,  which  shall  be 
Delivered  in  on  or  before  the  Urst  Day  of  May  next.  Agreeable 
thereunto  I  have  Sent  orders  to  all  the  Commanding  officers  of  each 
Company  in  the  several  Battalions  in  the  County  to  make  Betums 
of  all  the  Male  white.  Inhabitants,  &c.,  in  their  several  Districts  by 
the  24^  of  this  Instant,  and  am  in  hopes  to  make  Betums  agreeable 
to  your  Excellencies  orders. 

I  am  with  great  regard, 

your  Excellencies  most  Obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

JACOB  MOBGAN,  L.  B.  C. 

Directed^ 

To  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  the  Supreme  Exeeutive 
Council,  in  Lancaster. 
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Gbnl.  Antht.  Wayne  to  President  Whabton,  1778. 

Mount  Joy,  16th  April,  1778. 
ikax  Sir, 

Mr.  DonaldflOD,  of  York,  wbo  will  deliver  yon  this,  hag  been  kind 
enoQgh  to  offer  his  servioes  in  procuring  shirts  for  our  troops ;  he 
thinks  that  he  Could  supply  us  with  three  or  four  Hundred  ^  week, 
and  that  he  has  Linen  now  on  hand  sufficient  to  make  Six  Hundred, 
tod  that  he  can  procure  a  large  Quantity  if  properly  Impowered  and 
supplied  with  cash. 

The  necessitous  situation  of  our  Troops,  for  want  of  shirts,  will 
Justify  any  measure,  and  requires  every  exertion  to  procure  an  im- 
mediate  supply. 

I  therefore  wish  your  Excellency  to  give  Mr.  Donaldson  powers 
for  that  purpose.  We  shall  certainly  want  in  the  whole  9,000  shirts 
vid  9,000  pair  of  Overalls. 

I  herewith  transmit  yon  the  Betums  of  the  two  Brigades  of  Pens* 
Troops,  under  my  command ;  the  sick  now  in  Camp,  Contained  in 
my  Returns,  have  heen  laid  up  for  want  of  clothing,  except  in  a  few 
L[istanoes ;  tbere  is  scarcely  one  of  them  that  has  a  $kirL  I  shall 
order  a  general  Return  of  the  whole  Penns^  Line  to  make  out,  which 
I  shall  transmit  next  Week. 

Interim  I  am. 

With  every  esteem. 

Your  Excellencies  most  oV 

And  very  Hum.  8^ 

ANTY.  WAYNE. 
Directed^ 
On  Public  Service. 

To  His  Excellency,  Hiomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  Lancaster. 
^  Mr.  Donaldson. 


Gknl.  Antht.  Watnb  to  President  Whaeton,  1778. 

Gamp,  Mount  Joy,  April  16th,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 

Ckpt  Irwin  ft  lieni.  Yanlear,  belonging  to  the  Ninth  Penns" 
R^ment,  being  now  sent  on  the  Recruiting  service,  they  will  waite 
OB  you  for  your  InstruotionB;  as  these  Gentlemen  do  not  belong  to 
a«iieral  Wayne's  Divirion,  but  to  Lord  Sterling's,  you  wUl  please  to 
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note  the  Bame,  they  are  of  the  Line  of  Peuna^f  and  will  come  under 
jour  Notice  in  the  same  manner  as  the  former. 

Col.  Batler,  to  whom  these  Gkntlemen  belong,  also  requests 
Informing  you  that  he  has  other  officers  from  his  Regiment  on  the 
same  service.  If  they  should  want  Cash  for  that  purpose  you  will 
supply  them.  The  Colonel  writes,  directing  them  to  call  on  you  for 
your  orders. 

I  am  your  Excellencies 

Most  obedient, 

Hu'ble  Servant, 

For  the  Oenl.  &  Self. 

By  order  of  Qenl.  Wayne. 

BEN.  FISHBOURNE,  A.  D.  C. 

Directed. 

On  Public  Service. 

To  His  Excellency,  Oovernoor  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  Lan- 
'  caster. 

Gl.  Wayne. 


JoNATHAK  B.  Smith  to  President  Wharton,  1778. 

York  Town,  April  16, 1778. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  hononr  of  reoei  viog  youts.  In  consequence  of  your  desire 
expressed  that  a  warrant  for  the  remaining  30,000  dollan  should  be 
passed  in  your  fitvor  on  the  Loan  office  of  this  state,  I  have  procured 
a  warrant  for  20,000  dollars,  which  is  inclosed.  That  for  30,000  oa 
the  Treasurer  yet  lies  here,  &  may  perhaps  be  paid  in  10  days  or  a 
fortnight ;  but  it  depends  on  circumstances  which  cannot  be  ascer- 
tained.  These  three  warrants  make  100,000  dollars  for  lAe  jpurch<m 
o/honeSf  as  the  warrant  specifies. 

Your  Exoellenev  will  excuse  my  hinting  the  necessity  of  forwarding 
the  accounts  of  toe  prisoners  taken  from  the  enemy.  Bj  m  resolu- 
tion of  Congress,  of  February  last,  those  accounts  were  to  be  rendered 
before  15  April,  or  the  State  omitting  were  to  safer  any  IpaeM  oon- 
seaoent  on  the  event. 

1  believe  orders  will  issue  to  fuqpend  any  farther  pofokaaes  irf 
flour.     Laqps  qnantitiea  are  prooaied,  we  are  toU,  in  MvylaiuL 
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If  80  a  refcam  of  the  prooeedings  of  onr  OommigBioiien  &  their 
Moooats  will  be  called  for.* 

With  very  great  reepeoi, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Tour  Sxoellenciee  most  ob.  h^^  s^ 

JONA.  B.  SMITH. 

Haying  written  the  above  abroad  I  have  it  not  in  ro j  power  to  fill 
up  one  or  two  blanks. 

Direcledf 

On  pnblick  Berviee. 

To  Hb  Ezcellenoj,  The  President  of  the  state  of  PennsylTania, 
Lancaster. 

PaT'd  by  Col.  Cox. 


Statb  Navy  Board  to  Pbesidknt  Wharton,  1778. 

SUte  Navy  Board,  April  10, 1778. 

Sir, 

We  ree'd  your  Exoellency's^  by  Capt.  Honstoni  also  one  from 
General  Washington,  which  Capt.  Blewer  will  show  you.  On  receipt 
of  that  letter,  we  applied  to  Governor  Livingston  for  advice,  he  told 
TI8  that  he  was  very  sorry  the  Galleys  should  be  dismantled,  but  as 
it  was  out  of  his  line  he  declined  to  give  advice.  We  then  applied  to 
him  for  Power  to  press  Waggons,  he  said  he  had  not  that  Power ; 
on  which  wre  presented  a  memorial  to  the  Governor,  praying  he 
woald  lay  it  before  the  Council  &  Assembly,  who  soon  after  im- 
powered  the  Governor  to  give  orders  to  press  such  Waggons  as  we 
wanted.  Six  Galleys  being  then  dismantled,  as  well  as  the  Brig 
Convention,  we  carried  off  the  Stores  and  Cannon  to  different  Places, 
and  pnt  them  under  the  care  of  such  Inhabitants  as  we  could  trust 
and  depend  on.  While  we  were  carrying  off  these,  an  order  came 
from  General  Washington,  to  send  the  men  that  were  on  board  the 
(xalleys  which  were  sent  from  his  Camp,  many  of  which  were  sent 
off;  on  which  two  more  Galleys  were  dismantled ;  thev  are  now  all 
in  a  proper  creek  ready  pinged,  and  can  be  sunk  in  Half  an  Hour. 
Four  Galleys  and  four  armed  Boats  are  now  as  low  as  Burlington. 
The  shot  we  have  buried  in  a  good  Place  near  the  Water.  For  any 
other  partionlars  must  refer  your  Excellency  to  Capt.  Blewer. 

A  large  Quantity  of  Powder  was  sent  to  Pitts  Town,  since  which 

*  Bee  page  408. 
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we  gave  an  order  to  Mr.  Pearson,  to  remote  moat  of  it  to  Allea 
Town ;  at  which  place  there  is  a  Qaantitj  of  Dnek^  and  other  Stocei^ 
an  Inventory  of  which  Capt  Blewer  haa. 

I  am, 

Bj  order  of  the  Board, 

Your  Excellences  most  obedient 

Hble  Serv't,       . 

WM.  BRADFORD. 


Rbsolution  of  Cokgrbss,  1778. 

In  Congress, 

April  17%  1778. 
Besolved, 

That  the  Presddent  and  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  be  requested  to  order  the  Commis- 
sioners, by  them  appointed  to  make  purchases  of  wheat  and  flour,  to 
desist  in  making  any  further  purchases  of  those  articles,  and  to  make 
returns  forthwith  to  Mr.  Wadsworth,  Commissary  General  of  Par> 
ohasesi  and  to  the  Board  of  War,  of  the  purchases  they  have  made. 

Extract  firom  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


D,  BoBEBDBAu  TO  Prbsident  Whartok,  1778. 

Carlisle,  April  17%  1778. 
Sir, 

The  Confidence  the  Honorable  the  Bepreaentatives  of  omr  State, 
have  placed  in  me,  by  a  late  resolve,  toffether  with  the  pressing  and 
indispensible  necessity  of  a  speedy  supp^  of  lead  for  the  public  Se^ 
vice,  induced  me  to  sak  leave  of  absence  of  Congress  to  proceed  with 
Workmen  to  nut  their  business  into  a  proper  train,  and  have  reached 
this  place  on  tnat  errand,  and  having  collected  men  and  materials  and 
sent  them  forward  this  day,  purpose  to  follow  to-morrow.  My  views 
have  been  ereatly  enlarged  since  I  left  Tork,  on  the  importance  of 
the  undertaking  and  haiard  in  prosecuting  it,  for  the  nubuck  Works 
here  are  not  furnished  with  an  ounce  of  lead  but  what  is  in  fixed 
ammunition,  on  the  other  hand  the  prevailing  oppinion  of  people  ai 
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I  adTftoce  into  the  Country,  of  Indian  depredations  shortly  to  oom-* 
menoe,  might  not  only  deter  the  Workmen  I  stand  in  need  of,  but 
sffright  the  hack  settlers  from  their  Habitation  sand  leave  the  Country 
exposed  and  naked.  To  give  eonfidenoe  to  one  and  the  other,  I  have 
drawn  ont  of  the  pnbliek  Stores  here,  twenty  five  stand  of  arms  and 
a  quantity  of  Qun  powder,  and  intended  to  proceed  this  morning, 
bnt  was  applied  to  by  John  Camthers,  £s(|r.,  Lieut,  of  this  County, 
and  Wm.  Brown,  Commissary  of  provisions  for  the  Militia,  who* 
advised  with  me  on  the  subject  of  their  respective  Departments,  and 
by  the  account  they  gave  of  the  orders  from  your  Uon^>*  Board  to 
them  as  to  calling  out  and  supplying  the  Militia,  I  find  the  State 
is  guarding  against  the  incursions  of  the  Savages;  this  confirmed  me 
m  a  preconceived  intention  of  erecting  a  Stockade  Fort,  in  the 
ndghbourhood  of  the  Mine  I  am  about  to  work }  if  I  could  stir  up 
^e  Inhabitants  to  give  their  labour  in  furnishing  an  Asylum  for 
their  Families  in  case  of  imminent  danger,  and  prevent  the  evacua- 
tion of  the  Country.  Mr.  Camthers,  convinced  of  the  necessity  of 
the  work  for  the  above  purposes,  condescendingly  offered  one  Com- 
pany of  the  Militia,  which  he  expected  would  consist  of  about  40 
men,  under  my  command,  to  co-operate  in  so  salutary  a  Business ; 
as  it  oottsisted  with  the  orders  of  Council  respecting  the  Station, 
being  only  a  deviation  of  a  veiy  Csw  miles;  and  that  one  other 
Company  of  about  the  same  number  should  also  join  me  for  the  greater 
ibcpedition,  until  the  pleasure  of  Council  was  known,  which  he 
presumed  misht  coincide  with  such  dispontions,  otherwise  it  might 
be  deranged  by  an  immediate  Express,  and  that  the  pleasure  of 
Council  might  be  known  without  deUy,  I  give  this  intelligence. 
If  these  measures  are  for  the  good  of  the  publick  wheel,  I  hope  to 
be  honored  with  a  confirmation,  and  orders  to  the  Militia  to  exert 
themselves  in  carrying  the  design  into  immediate  execution;  if 
otherwise,  I  rely  on  the  well  known  candour  of  Council,  th%t  I  shall 
not  be  suspected  of  any  sinister  design,  in  leaning  to  an  offer  freely 
made  as  above,  from,  I  believe,  the  best  motives ;  much  less  that  I 
have  presumed  to  interfere  with  the  arrangements  of  Council,  as  this 
early  notice  is  a  full  proof  to  the  Contrary,  as  the  whole  is  in  their 
power  as  much  as  if  nothing  had  passed  betwixt  the  Lieut,  and  my- 
self. I  have  only  to  add  on  this  subject  that  your  design  of  patroling 
parties  of  good  Riflemen  shall  be  encouraged  by  me.  l%e  Commis- 
sary, Mr.  Brown,  being  destitute  of  money,  I  would  have  spared  it 
out  of  my  smidl  stock,  but  that  by  my  interferance  1200  Dollars, 
all  he  asked,  was  supplied  by  a  public  ofiicer  here,  but  further  sums, 
will,  he  said,  be  soon  necessary  and  he  expressed  much  concern  for 
the  scarcity  of  provisions.  I  was  advised  very  lately  by  Judge  Mc- 
Keao,  of  a  quantity  of  salted  beef,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Harris's 
Ferry,  and  before  I  left  York  I  applied  to  him  by  letter  to  advise  me 
of  the  quantity  and  quality,  with  a  design  to  purchase,  as  I  intended 
to  employ  a  much  greater  number  of  men  than  are  already  employed 
At  the  lead  mine,  to  carry  on  the  Business  with  vigour.     If  Council 
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Bhonld  think  proper  tx>  order  a  qufintity  of  said  proyisioxis  npthe 
Juniatai  for  the  Militia,  I  should  be  glad  of  being  favored  with  wbat 
I  want  thro'  the  same  Channel.  *  I  intend  to  bnild  such  a  Fort,  m, 
with  sufficient  provisions,  under  the  smile  of  providenoe,  would  enable 
me  to  defend  it  against  any  number  of  Indians  that  might  presume  to 
invest  it.  If  I  am  not  prevented  by  an  opportunity  of  serving  the 
State  eminently  by  a  longer  stay  in  the  Wilderness^  I  purpoee  to 
return  to  my  duty  in  Congress  in  about  three  Weeks.  Will 
Council  favor  me  with  the  exemption  of  a  number  of  men,  not  ex- 
oeeding  twenty,  if  I  cannot  be  supplied  by  the  Adjutant  Grenenl 
who  has  orders  co-extensive  with  my  want  of  smelters  and  Minen 
from  Deserters  from  the  British  Army,  to  suffer  such  to  come  to 
this  part  of  the  Country  contrary  to  a  preceeding  oider  7  If  Coancil 
should  think  such  a  measure  of  exemption  for  the  public  eood,  I 
should  be  glad  to  receive  their  orders  on  that  head.  I  woiud  not 
intrude  my  sentiments  on  Council,  but  am  of  opinion,  that  besides 
the  supplying  of  provisions  to  the  Militia  in  Bedford,  it  is  very  im- 
portant that  the  intended  Stockade  should  be  seasonably  furnished 
with  that  article ;  therefore  if  it  should  not  be  thought  adviseable  to 
improve  the  above  hint,  that  the  provisions  already  mentioned  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Harris's,  should  be  left  unnoticed  qntil  I  shall 
have  an  oppo'y  of  furnishing  my  own  supplies  from  that  stock, 
if  I  shall  be  advised  by  Mr.  McKean  it  is  in  my  offer.  Hy  landing 
is  at  Water  Street  in  Juniata,  but  I  could  on  notice  receive  any 
supply  from  Standing  Stone. 

I  am  most  respectfully, 

Sir, 

T'  most  ob*  &  very  hum.  Serv't 

DANIEL  ROBERDEAU. 

P.S.  In  my  hurry  I  have  not  time  to  copy  this  which  I  beg  may 
be  excused. 

Directed. 

On  public  Service,  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  j*",  Esquire, 
President  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 

Carlisle,  Dan'l  Robordoau. 
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Gbkjsbal  Wasbingion  to  Presxdbnt  Whaetok,  1778. 

Head  QaarterSy  Yallej  Forge^  17  th  April. 
Sip, 

I  have  long  been  convineed  that  one  great  canae  of  the  backward- 
aen  of  the  people  to  snpply  na  with  articles  in  the  Q'  Masteni  and 
GommisBarj'fl  department,  has  been  owing  to  the  imprudent  choice 
of  deputies  in  those  departments,  who  have  not  only  personally 
abused  the  inhabitantSy  but  have  defrauded  them  of  great  part  of 
their  dues. 

So  glaring  an  instance,  of  one  of  these  improper  appointments, 
has  lately  presented  itself  to  me,  that  I  thought  it  n^y  duty  to 
take  the  deputation  away  from  the  person  to  prevent  his  doing  mis- 
chief, and  as  he  was  empowered  to  act  by  Mr.  Thomas  Edward,  the 
Commissioner  of  Lancaster  County,  I  thought  it  highly  expedient 
to  give  you  informaUon  of  it,  with  the  character  of  Patrick  Ma- 
gmre,  the  person  named  in  the  enclosed  eztei^sive  Commission. 
He  was  hired  to  act,  about  twelve  months  ago,  as  Steward  in  my 
family,  in  which  station  he  oontinued  untill  a  few  weeks  past,  when 
I  was  obliged  to  dismiss  him.  He  is  given  to  liquor,  and  where  he 
dares  takes  the  Bbevty,  very  insolent.  He  is  totdly  unaequainted 
with  the  Country  or]with  the  quality  or  value  of  the  articles  wanted, 
and  yet,  you  will  please  to  observe,  by  his  powers,  that  he  is  unlimi- 
ted as  to  quantity^  quality,  or  price.  He  must  have  been  a  stranger 
to  fifr.  Edwards,  as  he  had  but  lately  come  from  Ireland|  when  I 
hired  him. 

I  hope  you  will  attribute  this  representation  of  facts  to  the  true 
motive,  which  is  my  desire  of  delivering  the  people  from  the  op- 
pression which  they  have  too  long  laboured  under,  by  being  barrassed 
and  abused  by  persons  of  Mr.  Maguire's  stamp. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  sir, 

your  most  ob^  serv^ 

G»  WASHINGTON. 
P.  S.  I  have  rec*  yours  of  the  13^  instant.* 

2>irec/ee?, 

On  public  service.  To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esqr., 
Pres*  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Lancaster.    G*  Washington. 

Belative  to  Pat.  Maguire's  app^  as  Deputy  Comm''^. 

*  See  page  416. 
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Council  to  Lisittekantb  of  Tork  &  Oitiib&blaiid,  1778. 

Xia&oasier;  April  17ili;  1778. 
Sir, 

Council  feel  Ihemselve  sin  a  very  irksome  eircnmstanoe.  On  die 
applieation  of  His  Ezoellency  the  Gknera!,  I  undertook  to  keep  up 
1000  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  in  the  field  daring  the  winter 
months.  I  have  accordingly  issued  Orders  in  due  time  to  the  Lien* 
tenants  of  divers  Counties,  &  had  these  been  oomplied  with  in  any 
tolerable  degree,  the  number  requii'ed  would  have  been  amply  pro* 
Tided.  But  from  whateoever  cause  the  defect  has  arisen,  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  that  the  General  has  had  great  reason  to  complun  of  Penn- 
sylvania, &;  to  think  liardly  of  the  Council  concerning  this  matter. 
It  must  astonish  tho  distent  Stetes,  &  Goneress  to  find  the  State 
invaded  so  very  inattentive  &  baekward,|&  the  Inhabitants  of  this, 
in  the  Vioinity  of  the  Enemy  left  open  to  the  ravages  of  the  foe,  by 
the  unfeeling  neglect  of  the  more  distent  setlers  who  have  not  yet 
teken  their  Tour  of  duty,  must  resent  their  conduct  as  inhuman. 

When  the  Continentel  Battelions  can  be  replenished,  k  the  eatab- 
lished  force  of  the  Stete  called,  I  hope  that  the  stated  serviee  of 
Militia  may  be  spared,  A;  their  exertions  reserved  for  speoial  occa- 
eions.  In  the  mean  time,  as  you  regard  the  hodor  of  government, 
the  character  of  the  State  in  general  &  of  y*  County  in  particolar. 
the  good  of  the  great  cause  in  whioh  we  are  engaged,  and  your  own 
good  name,  I  pray  you  to  make  use  of  every  effort  &  argument  to 
induce  the  Militia  of  your  County  who  have  been  ordered  out,  to 
join  Qen^  Lacy  without  delay.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  of 
your  success,  &  of  the  number  sent  down. 

Indorsed, 

To  the  Lieutenanto  of  York  and  Cumberland. 


Council  to  Jambs  Mbase,  1778. 

In  Council, 

LancaiBter,  April  17, 1778, 
Sir, 

The  repeated  and  very  earnest  representations  which  this  Council 
has  received,  from  many  officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  battelions  in 
continentel  service,  of  the  great  and  distressing  want  of  shirto  among 
tlia  soldiers,  lays  the  Council  under  a  necessity  of  requesting,  that 
you  will  supply  them  immediately  if  it  is  in  your  power.    Should 
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jou  not  Iiave  ready  made  sliirts,  anffident  to  supply  the  demand  for 
the  troops  of  this  State^  it  will  be  absolutely  neoessary  to  exert  every 
possible  means  to  have  them  made  without  delay,  and  this  CouDcil 
are  so  distieased  with  the  oom[daints  of  the  offioers  on  this  subjeot, 
that  however  unwilling  to  interfere  in  your  department,  we  are 
indaoed  to  agree  to  receive  linnen  and  to  procure  shirts  to  be  made 
far  them.  Lieu^  Co*  Bayard  sends  an  express  to  you  for  your 
answer  on  this  subject. 

Jndarged^ 
To  James  Mease  Esq%  Clothier  Gen^  at  YorL 


OouiroiL  TO  Jonathan  B.  Smith,  177& 

In  Council. 

Lancaster,  April  17^  1778. 
Sir, 

Th»  minute  I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  16,* 
enclosing  an  order  on  the  Commissioner  of  the  Loan  Office  for 
20,000  Dollars,  to  be  applyed  towards  the^  payment  of  Horses,  now 
purchasing  by  the  Commissioners.  I  understand  Mr.  Smith,  the 
Comm'  of  the  Loan  Office,  has  been  absent  for  some  days.  The  last 
order  has  not  been  fully  paid,  and  therefore,  when  he  returns,  it  is 
doubtful  if  he  will  have  it  in  his  power  to  pay  them  immediately. 
This  will  distress  Council,  as  our  Treasury  is  entirely  exhausted,  and 
many  demands  of  the  Militia  &  others  of  a  long  standing. 

I  will  urge  the  Committee,  appointed  by  the  Assembly,  to  make 
up  the  aooo^  against  the  Prisoners  as  soon  as  possible.  I  am  afraid 
this  State  will  suffisr  considerably  on  this  head,  as  I  am  confident 
large  warns  have  been  paid  by  the  Committee  &  Council  of  Safety, 
whioh,  for  the  want  of  time  to  examine  all  the  Papers,  oatinot  at 
present. 

I  am  sir, 

your  very  hum*  serv', 

P.  8.  Since  the  above,  I  have  been  told,  the  Committee  has  for* 
virded  the  moc^  against  die  Prisoners* 

Dirtetedf 
Ifr.  Jonathan  Bayard  Smith,  Ssqr. 

*  See  page  420. 

f  Col.  Eeo.»  Vol.  XI.,  p.  466. 
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Genbbal  A.NXHONT  Waynb  TO  Prbs.  Whakton,  177& 

Mosnt  Joj,  18th  April^  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

Gol.  Butler  of  the  0^  PeDOfiT  Regiment,  among  other  hanneH, 
wants  Clothing  for  his  Regiment.  I  wish  him  to  be  Indulged)  if 
it  can  be  done  without  prejudice  to  the  other  part  of  the  line. 

I  have  procured  from  Mr.  Zantainger,  since  November  last,  abont 
five  Hundred  &  fifbj  Coats ;  two  Hundred  Waistcoats ;  three  Hun- 
dred and  eighty  pair  of  breeches,  and  an  equal  number  of  stockings, 
about  One  Hundred  pair  of  Shoes,  and  several  Hundred  Hatts— 
these  have  been  Distributed  among  nine  Regiments,  and  has  only 
in  part  clothed  about  one  fourth  of  them.  All  the  Clothing,  u 
yet  furnished  by  this  State,  has  been  Distributed  between  the  3", 
6"^,  9%  ISti",  &  18«S  which,  I  believe,  is  Rather  more  than  came  to 
the  share  of  the  other  nine. 

X  therefore  wish  that  all  such  Clothing  as  may  be  Ready,  wu 
sent  together,  and  I  will  undertake  to  see  impartial  Justice  done  to 
the  whole,  for  I  believe  no  one  at  present,  if  better  off  than  an 
other,  except  Col.  'Stewarts  &  Col.  Hartleys,  which  are  well  clothed 
—most  of  the  others  are  in  a  wretched  condition. 

I  am  your  £zoellenoies  most 

obed'  hum«  serv*, 

ANrr  WAYNE,  B.  0. 

Dtrectedf 

On  publick  service.  To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Ksqr ; 
at  Lancaster.    Anthony  Wayne. 


jAMies  Measb  to  President  Wharton,  1778. 

York  Town,  18  April,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  your  Excellency's  fiivor  of  yesterday,  &  as 
sorry  to  find  there  is  any  complaints  from  the  Troops  of  this  State 
for  want  of  Shirts.  I  did  imagine  the  very  great  supplies  of  that 
article,  which  have  been  sent  to  Camp,  would  have  made  the  snoj 
tollerably  comfortable  in  that  way ;  but  I  fear  the  practice  of  issuing 
necessaries  at  Camp,  is  in  itself  one  great  cause  of  their  never  being 
satisfied^  I  have  furnished  Col.  Broadhead  here  with  200  for  bis 
Regiment,  &  supplied  Hartleys  also,  &  have  but  few  left  here  which 


PENNSYLVANIA  AECHIVES  1778.  429 

are  not  worth  wbile  forwfirditig,  as  parties  are  dayly  passing  w^ 
Teqaire  some.  What  may  be  at  Lancaster  I  do  not  at  present 
knoW|  but  aball  be  there  on  Monday,  &  whatever  can  be  spared^ 
shall  be  famished  for  the  nse  of  the  Fennsylvanians.  I  am  ez- 
trem'ly  oblig'd  to  the  Hon'ble  Council  for  their  unwillingness  to 
interfere  in  my  department,  &  shall  always  be  ready  to  oo-opperate 
with  their  views  in  whatever  may  tend  to  the  good  of  the  public^ 
&  flatter  myself  the  Council  have  never  found  me  disinclined  to  pay 
dne  attention  to  any  direction  of  theirS;  whilst  consistent  with  what 
appeared  the  Hne  of  my  duty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  all  due  respect, 

your  ExC"  &  the  Councils 

most  obed*  hum*  serv*, 

JAMES  MEASE,  C»*' Gen». 

DtrecUd, 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jr.,  President  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council,  P^insylvania. 


Board  of  Wab  to  Prebioemt  Whabtov,  1778. 

War  Office,  April  18th,  1778. 
ETir, 

The  Board  have  been  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  17'*'  instant^ 
OD  the  Subject  of  purchasing  Horses,  &  as  your  Postscript  mentions 
jonr  Receipt  of  the  order  for  twenty  thousand  Dollars  on  the  Loan 
Office,  the  Board  presume  it  to  be  unnecessary  to  send  Money 
agreeably  to  your  Excellency's  Request.  A  Copy  of  yours  has  beeti 
^ansmitted  to  the  Quarter  Master  General,  with  Directions  for  him 
to  take  order  for  the  reviewing  of  the  Horses  from  the  Commis- 
liooen  appointed  by  the  Council,  but  it  will  be  necessary  that 
Oeneral  Greene  be  informed  of  the  Names  of  those  Commiss**,  &  of 
Ae  Places  where  the  Horses  are.  The  Orders  of  the  Hon.  Council 
to  them  will  be  requisite,  it  is  presumed,  before  they  will  deliver 
the  Hones  to  the  Q'  M'  Gen'l. 

By  Order  of  Congress  we  enclose  their  Resolution  of  yesterday, 
ft  make  no  doubt  your  Bxcellenoy  &  the  Hon.  Council  will  take  the 
propet  steps  for  a  Compliance  therewith. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

your  very  obed*  serv*, 

RICHARD  PETERS, 
By  Order  of  the  Board. 

P.  B.  A  general  Order  on  the  Commissioners;  in  the  several 
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GonntieBi  eneloaed  to  General  Oreone,  who  is  direeted  to  order  )m 
Deputies  to  reoeive  them,  will  perhaps  aaswer  every  purpose.  Sboold 
any  additional  sums  of  Money  be  neoessary,  we  oonoelve  applioatioa 
should  be  made  by  the  Com'rs  to  the  Q'r  M'r  Qea'L 

Directed^ 

On  public  Serrioe.    To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Junr., 
Esqr.;  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  PennsyWania. 

(War  Office.) 


Council  to  Obnl.  Washington,  1778. 

In  Council^  « 

Lancaster,  April  20th,  1778. 
Sir, 

Yesterday  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Excellencys  Letter  of 
the  17  Inst.,^  inclosing  the  instructions  of  Mr.  Thomas  Edwards, 
one  of  the  Commissioners  of  this  County  for  purehasing  Flour,  Ae., 
to  Patrick  Maguire. 

The  liberty  therein  given  by  Mr.  Edwards  to  Magmre  is  as  extra- 
ordinary as  it  is  injurious,  and  by  no  means  oonsistant  with  the 
order  which  he  received  from  CounoiL 

It  is  owing  to  such  conduct  as  this  that  not  only  your  Excellencj, 
but  the  Council  meets  with  many  embarrassments  k  Belays  in  exe- 
cuting the  Publick  business ;  I  am  happy,  however,  in  thinking  that 
a  very  difieient  conduct  will  soon  be  observed.  The  gentlemen  who 
have  undertaken  the  Quarter  Masters  Department  seem  well  calca* 
lated  to  perform  that  business  in  a  way  that  will  give  satisfiMtioa, 
both  to  the  army  &  inhabitants.  To  effect  this,  they  may  depend 
upon  having  every  possible  assistance  from  Council. 

Mr.  Edwards  is  an  active  man,  and  has  taken  great  pains  to  serre 
his  country,  by  extraordinary  exertions  on  his  first  appointmen(| 
when  the  army  was  in  great  want  of  meat;  He  has»  nevertheleae,  la 
the  instance  of  Maguire,  disoovered  great  want  of  method.  I  par- 
pose  to  write  to  him  on  the  subject,  and  oaudon  him  against  actiag 
so  imprudent  a  part  in  future. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect. 

Your  Exoell.  obedient  servant 

P.  I  hope  the  Commissary  department,  in  all  its  branehes,  wil) 
be  put  intp  such  hands,  within  a  short  time,  as  to  make  the  contina- 
ance  of  the  Commissioners  under  our  law  altogether  unnecessary. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Exoell.  Qen.  Washington. 

»  See  page  425. 
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Circular  op  Council  to  Commis'brs  op  Provisioks,  1778. 

In  Council. 

Lancaster^  April  2l6t^  1778. 

Sir, 

» 

Ton  will  observe  by  the  above  resolve  of  Congress,  that  you  are 
to  desist  from  making  any  farther  purchases  of  wheat  or  flour  for  the 
anny.  You  will  therefore  transmit  to  Council,  immediately,  an 
eiaet  account  of  the  purchases  you  have  already  made,  that  I  may 
forward  it  to  the  Commissary  General  and  board  of  war.  In  case 
you  are  applied  to  by  the  forage  master  general.  Colonel  Clement 
Biddle^  to  purchase  forage  for  the  army,  you  will  remember  that  it 
is  not  connected  with  the  other  purchase,  and  if  you  act  therein  yoa 
are  to  aocount  with  Colonel  for  anything  you  buy  agreeable  to  his 
Olden. 

By  order  of  Council. 

Circular  Letter  to  the  commissioners  of  the  several  counties  for 
poiehaaing  provisions,  &c*. 


Wm.  Hart  to  Council,  1778. 

Bucks  County,  April  21st,  1778. 

Pardon  My  Importunity  In  Troubling  Council  so  often  with 
Kegard  To  money;  As  I  ^all  Be  obliged  to  Ketum  some  of  ye 
horses  to  ye  owners  If  money  Dos  Not  Come  By  ye  Bearer,  Mr. 
Qreer.  I  have  Nearly  got  my  Compliment,  And  If  Council  thinks 
proper,  Could  get  A  few  more ;  ye  Bearer  Can  Inform  you  Nearly 
with  fiegard  to  ye  Cost  of  ye  horses,  If  you  Interrogate  him^  so  that 
you  may  know  what  Cash  to  send. . 

I  am,  gentlemen, 

your  very  Humble  servant, 

WM.  HART. 
*  See  page  422. 
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Col.  Andw.  Boyd  to  Pebsident  Wharton,  1778. 

Sadsbnry,  22<  April,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  of  a  set  of  Tory  horse 
thiefs  that  is  in  this  county  between  this  &  Chester  Town.  The 
come  high  up  in  the  county,  and  takes  all  the  best  horses  from 
those  who  do  not  think  and  act  as  the  do;  in  particular  the  horses 
that  is  sold  for  Fines.  A  few  days  since  I  sold  a  number  of  hones 
&  cattle,  and  two  nights  after  six  of  the  horses  was  stolen;  they  take 
all  such  to  Philadelphia.  If  that  something  is  not  done  to  prevent 
such  evil  conduct,  *^any  honest  families  will  be  unable  to  till  their 
fEurms. 

They  Quakers  hath  insulted  and  even  atempted  to  fire  on  two 
diferent  guards  that  I  had  collecting  fines. 

Part  of  the  County  that  Joyns  on  my  District  bas  not  had  any 
Fines  demanded  of  them,  which  incensces  these  that  is  taken  from. 
I  am,  Sir, 

with  th^  utmost  Respect, 

Your  Ezcellencys 

Very  Hum*  Serv*, 
ANDW.  BOYD,  S.  Lt. 
Dtrectedf 
Hb  Thomas  Wharton,  Lancaster. 


Capt.  Alexe.  Pattbrbon  to  Council,  1778. 

Easton,  April  22d,  1778. 
To  the  Honourable  Executive  Council  for  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Agreeable  to  the  Orders  given  to  me  from  from  your  HoDOon  ia 
the  Recruiting  service,  I  beg  leave  to  transmit  to  you  an  account  of 
tny  bad  success  in  that  Bu8ine98.  I  have  used  Every  means  in  my 
Power  to  Engage  men  for  the  Service,  and  has  spent  a  great  Deal  of 
money  in  traveling  through  this  County  To  Little  Purpose,  I  have 
only  Enlisted  Eight  Men,  five  of  which  I  have  sent  to  Camp  by  aa 
Officer  whom  Col*  Humpton  sent  from  Bethlehem,  the  other  thtee 
are  Deserted.  I  have  no  hopes  of  Doing  any  good  for  my  Country 
in  this  service,  Therefore  would  beg  your  Honours,  if  it  be  your 
Pleasure,  to  Order  me  to  Camp,  where  perhaps  I  may  be  of  some. 
I  am  your  Honours 

Most  Obedient 

Humble  Serv*, 

ALEX'  PATTERSON, 

Cap«  12  P.  B. 
Directed, 

To  The  Honourable  Executive  Council  for  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsyl.,  Lancaster. 
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Ties  Pbbs.  Brtak  to  Jambs  Hamiltok,  1778. 

In  GouDcili 

Lancaster,  April  28«,  1778. 

Sir, 

Heiewitb  yoa  have  an  order  of  Ooancil  for  joar  discharge,  and 
ifao  jonr  Purolo.  Yoa  are  therefore  at  full  Liberty  to  act  a0  yoa 
^I  see  best. 

The  Legislattire  of  this  State  has  passed  an  Act  entitled  '^  An  Ad 
for  ihe  farther  Seoarity  of  Oovernment,  whioh  reqaires  all  Persons 
who  have  heretofore  held  &  exercised,  or  who  now  hold  (»  exeroisa 
anjofBoe  or  offices  by  Oommission,  &o.,  nnder  the  Crown  of  Ghreat 
Britain,  and  who  have  not  already  renoonced  the  same,  &c,  or  who 
ihall  not  on  or  before  the  First  day  of  June  next,  Ac,  renonnee  snoh 
Oomrmisuon,  by  taking  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  by  the  Aot  of  the  18^ 
June  hist,  re<]^aired  to  be  taken,  &o.,  shall  forfeit,  tm  is  expressed  im 
the  first  mentioned  Act.  This  it  is  thought  proper  to  oommanioatey 
lefit  yon  may  not  be  informed  on  a  snbjeot  of  such  Importance  to  you, 
as  (his  most  appear  to  be.    I  have  the  Honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient 

&  very  humble  Scry*, 

GEO,  BRYAN, 

Vice  Plreaident. 

Mrtctedf 

To  James  Hamilton,  Bsquire, 

I,  the  Subsooriber,  do  eertl^  that  the  within  written  Letter  is  a 
true  Transeript  o^  Oopy  of  the  Original  Letter  received  by  me  IW>ai 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council  oi  the  Commonwealth  of  Ptonnsyl- 
vaoia,  and  aecordiog  ta  the  direction  of  Council,  the  said  Original  was 
by  me  delivered  this  Day  hvto  the  Hands  of  the  within  namoi  James 
Hamilton,  Esquire,  in  the  Presence  of  Ball,  Esquire,  a  Senior 

Sorg^on  of  the  Military  Hol^pital  for  the  Middle  department.  Witness 
»y  Hand,  ihe  27»*  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1778; 

BOBBRT  LEVBBa 


Bjbsoluiion  09  CoiraRES6»  177& 

In  Gongreas, 

April  38, 1778. 
Whereas  PerMasion  and  Intoenee^  the  Example  of  the  Deluded 
^  Widked,  the  Feat  of  Danger^  or  the  Calamities  of  War,  may  have 
indoeed  some  of  the  Subjects  of  these  States  to  join,  aid  or  abet  the 
Vol.  VI.— 19 
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BrttUh  Foroea  in  America^  and  who,  tbo'  now  deriroiu  of  retnrning 
to  their  Duty,  and  anxioQBlj  wishing  to  be  rQoeiy«d  and  feugited  to 
their  Conntrj,  may  he  deterred  by  the  Fear  of  Panishment :  And 
whereas  the  People  of  these  States  ^re  ever  more  ready  to  reclaim 
than  to  ahmdon,  to  miti^pite  than  to  increase  the  Horrors  of  War,  to 
pardon  than  to  punish  Offenders : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  sev- 
eiml  Stales  t^  pass  Laws,  or  to  the  Eaeeotive  Authority  of  each 
State,  if  invested  with  eafioisittt  Power,  ta  issue  Prodamatioaa,  offus 
ing  Pardon,  with  such  Exceptions,  and  under  such  Limitatiotis  sad 
Bastiictioaa  as  they  shall  think  expedient,  to  sod^  of  ikm  lahabi- 
(ants  or  Buhjeots,  as  have  levied  War  sgunet  any  of  these  States, 
or  adheved  to,  aided  or  abetted  the  Enemy,  and  shall  sarreader 
themselves  to  any  Civil  ev  Military  Officer  of  any  of  these  States, 
and  sliall  vetuni  to  the  StsHe  to  which  they;  may  beloBff-  before  tbs 
16th  day  of  Jwm  next.  And  it  is  recommended  to  the  0ood  sad 
fulhful  Oitisens  of  these  States  to  receive  sudi  returoing  Peniteat^ 
with  Gon^pas^B  and  Mercy,  and  to  forgive  and  bury  in  Ohlivioa 
their  paat  Faalmge  an4  Transgressionai 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

GHA.  THOMSON,  Seoretary.* 


CO021CIL  TO  State  Navy  Boabd,  1778. 

Lancaster,  23d  April,  1778. 
Gentlemen, 

.  As  the  Galleys  &  other  Vessels  on  the  De^waro,  la^ly  under 
youff  daieotion,  have:  been  dismafttledi  the  further  eontmuaqce  at 
Triton  of  the  Seamen  &  otber^  who  served  in  them,  is  become 
nendless.  !l^hey  naay  be  usefully  employed  as  Guarda  in  the  interiot 
parts  of  thia  State,  or  in  aqsistipg  in  the  transporting  ever  the  greater 
Rivera  Stores  &  Soldiers. 

Fer  Ibis  £n4|  X  deaiiu  you  wjU  send  the  privates  of  this  Coips 
by  the  most  direct  road  to  Reading,  in  Berks  County,  &  thence  to 
thill  pUee^  Herewith  you  have  an  order  to  the  Waggon  Master  of 
Bucks  County,  to  furnish  a  suflEicient  number  of  Carriages  for  the 
transportation  of  their  necessary  Baggage,  k  of  the  sick  &  disabled. 
As  to  the  officers,  you  are  to  dismiss  the  whole,  save  16  or  20,  with 
a  bounty  of  two  months  pay,  over  &  above  the  pay  in  arrear.  They 
have  been  supported  tbrcmgh  the  winter,  &  have  now  the  benefit  of 
the  best  Season  to  look  out  for  new  employment.  I  think  they  most 
be  satisfied  with  the  Ooancil. 

Siese  (16  er  SA)  Officers  are  to  take  the  command  of  their  people^ 
keep  good  erdsr  k  disetplina  a^naag  Ihem,  ft  proceed  hither  as  soon 
aaaiiay  ha.    An  nrder  fitom  yoR  to  the  Senior  officer  will  be  requi- 

«  from  a  printed  handbill.  .    . 
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nil.  Mr.  Oriapin^  the  Oomvnmry,  wil^  I  hope,  be  able  to  prcMde 
nliois  for  ihm  murok. 

Mr.  Blower  informs  Councily  tbat »  Ooneiderable  Dumber  of  M«»* 
^fMttt,  k  other  Small  Armsy  ft  some  Croiijpowdery  belonghiff  to  the 
Stale,  are  lodged  at  Pitto-Town,  in  New  Jersey.  These  Storee  I 
«sb  tO'be  is  a  saore  oonveaienl  Situatioii,  h  wttbin  eiir  jorisdietioiiw 
Yoa  are  to  proenre  a  Qoffioieooj  of  Carriages  from  the  Waggon  Mas* 
tsr  of  Nofthamptoa  CSonnty  lor  this  parpoee.  On  deliTery  of  the 
iaehissd  Latter  Mr.  Crider  will  send  you  the  oeoessary  Teams.  Send 
them  to  the  care  of  Joseph  Deane,  Esqaire,  of  Eastoo.  It  is  left  te 
joar  prudenoe  to  ^adge,  whether  our  Sails  at  Pitt»>Town  ought  to  be 
Seoored  at  Saatoii  alM.  One  officer  k  seme  few  privates  shoold  be 
oootinned  at  Pitts-Town,  whilst  the  more  valaabb  A  less  oumbrons 
goods  remain  tjiere.  He  may  attend  the  Waggona  to  Sas^n,  & 
then  march  his  party  to  this  place.  I  write  to  Moore  Furman,  Es- 
quire, of  Pitts-Town,  to  take  care  of  the  Stores  which  may  be  left 
behind,  &  it  will  be  very  proper  that  a  prudent  person,  residing  near 
the  Falls  of  Delaware,  be  engaged  to  gi^e  some  attention  to  the 
Vessels  left  in  that  neighbonrhood,  &  to  the  Cannon  &  Shot, 
which  belong  to  them.  Perhaps  Joseph  Kirkbride,  Esqnire,  may 
be  induced  to  undertake  this.  Council  would  be  very  happy  in 
hearing  that  Mr.  Kirkbride  had  said  he  wonld  do  it ;  for  this  pur- 
pose, I  write  to  him  on  the  subject.  It  will  be  proper  that  the 
person  appointed  be  informed  how  the  Vessels  &  other  articles  are 
diBDoaed  ot 

I  send  down  by  Mr.  Blewer,  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Crispin^  » 
rapply  of  money,  to  discharge  the  most  urgent  demands,  &  to  pay  off 
the  sfficers  who  may  be  " 

State  Kavy  Botrd. 


CatTKGiL  TO  RoBT.  Levbrs,  1778. 

tn  Counci1| 

Lancaster,  April  23d,,  1778. 

Sir, 

Ooiyioil  haviiig  di^Bmnnedto  disoharge  th*  hoDoorabia'Amies; 
Hamiitim^  Biqvire,  late  protkonotavy  of  the  County  of  PhikMpbiay 
from  hii  parel^  &  te^  tifaeiata  him  ftem  all  Beetsaint  whatervr,  44 
eaekaa  Mxewith,  tlie  written  promise  taken  from  bio^at  the  tiaie-ol 
Us  aftfealk  YMaare  tketeifere  requested,^  in  Oenapany  with  H  persetii 
of  Ouaetar/  to  wai&  on  Mr.  HamiUon,  at  Us  hoaee  at  Northampton, 
k  these  delif  er  the  open  Letter  for  faka,  having  irst  Copied  &  com* 
pared  tha  Gofy  with  the  original ;  and  it  h  desired  that  you  deeliupe^ 
B  bshnlfof  tlie  Ooanml,  that  be  ia  dhieharged;  Uberated  Agifenapi 


iU  PINNSYLVAinA  ABCHIYIS  1778; 

to  Us  own  anTesthdned  db^onl,  &  yea  tre  to  deliver  op  to  Km  the 
written  Engagement  above  mentioned^  &  to  reoeito  the  Coimter  wri* 
tuigia  Mr.  HaniltOB'i  possession. 

At  the  same  time  jou  will  oblige  me,  ft  ptfrhips  serve  Mr«  Htm^ 
ton,  by  furnishing  lor  his  perasid  a  Oopy  of  the  late  Aol  of  Ajsem* 
Uyi  for  the  farther  Seeority  of  the  OoverBment^  passed  on  the  ficsl 
day  of  AprU,  1778. 

It  may  not  be  amisSi  that  a  metnonrndom  be  made  of  the  date  k 
sirottmstanoes  attending  this  visits  for  the  better  reeolleetkm  thereof 
at  a  fatare  day* 

I  inolose  you  also  the  parole  of  Lewis  Gordon,  Esqnirey  of  yoof 
County,  &  desire  yon  may  diseharge  him  in  like  maimer^aa  is  khon 
directed  in  the  Case  of  Mr.  Hamilton. 

Depending  on  your  early  attention  to  the  premisei| 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  hum.  Serv*. 
Robert  Levers,  Esq'. 


k^ 


GiEK.  Daij^'l  Bobbrpbau  to  John  CabothbbS)  1778. 

Standing  Stone,  April  2ad,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  enclosed  was  put  into  my  hands  to  be  forwarded  to  yon  hf 
express.  The  inteligence  it  contains  is  abundantly  confirmed  by  se- 
veral persons  I  have  examined,  both  fugitives  from  the  fronteers,  & 
some  volunteers  that  have  returned  for  an  imediate  supply  of  ama- 
nition  t  provisions,  to  be  sent  forward  to  Sinking  Spring  VsUy,  u 
the  Troops  will  be  obliged  to  quit  the  service  without  they  are  Bop- 
plied  without  Delay.  Want  of  arms  prevents  those  who  would  tarn 
out,  I  shall  furnish  what  I  brought  from  Carlisle  as  soon  as  they 
come  forward,  but  it  is  very  unfortunate  that  these  arms  &  the  ama- 
nition  which  is  comming  by  watter  have  been  retarded  by  contrary 
wind,  &  probably  the  Lowness  of  the  watter,  to  remedy  this  I  have 
Dispatched  two  canoes  this  morning  to  meet  them  on  the  way.  I 
an  giving  Mr.  Btowi,  who  is  here,  every  assifltanoe  in  my  powsr, 
tl^ttt  yonlr  aid  is  greatly  wanted  to  stimulate  the  militia  ft  furnish  arm^ 
Ajnunitioni  padk  horses,  k  every  thing  necessary  in  yoor  Line  of 
Duty.  The  kwuigents  froAi  tins  Ndghboariiood,  I  am  i^ormed, 
are  about  thirty,  one  cf  theSi  (Hess)  has  been  taken  &  conlMiioa 
extorted,  from  which  it  appears  thai  this  fimditti  expect  to  be  jcioed 
by  dOO  men  from  the  other  side  the  Alegaaey ;  reports  more  vsgoe, 
meation  1000  Whites  &  Savages.  The  supj^y  of  provisions  for  to 
peat  a  numhar  rettdeis  it  improbable,  bat  ia  answer  to  this  I  hart 
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loeii  infermad  hj  the  most  ondabb  in  thii  neighboarbood,  tbat 
BtrsDgsfB,  snpposed  to  be  from  Detroil,  bare  been  ibis  winter  amoDg 
the  Piaaffected  InhabitaDto,  &  have  removed  with  them.     If  joa 
have  aathoiitj  to  call  out  the  militia,  in  proportion  to  the  ezig9Doe 
of  the  times,  I  think  it  of  greato  importftnee  that  a  considerable 
sumber  of  men  should  be  immediatlj  embodied  t  s6nt  forward  to 
meet  the  eoemj,  for  it  cannot  bo  expected  that  the  Yoluiteers  will 
long  continue  in  Service,  and  I  find  that  the  recruiting  the  three 
companies  goes  on  too  slow  to  expect  a  seasonable  supply  from  them 
of  anj  considerable  numbers ;  if  jou  have  not  authority  to  call  the 
necessary  aid  of  militia,  you  no  doubt  will  apply  to  toe  Hon*  the 
Cooncil,  &  may  furnish  them  with  my  sentiments,  &  to  the  board  of 
war  for  arms  &  ^munition.  With  ten  men  here  under  the  command 
of  Lieut.  Clugage,  in  ooutinental  service,  untiU  the  1st  Dec  next, 
I  intend  to  move  forward  as  soon  as  the  arms,  ammunition  and  other 
thitigs  eomes  forward,  to  afford  an  escort  to  Sinking  Spring  Val- 
ley, where  I  shall  be  glad  to  meet  as  great  a  number  of  militia  as 
you  will  fetetioii  there,  to  enable  me  to  ek«ot  a  Stockade  to  eecure 
the  works  so  neoesnry  to  tbe  public  service,  &  give  ooafidence  to  the 
frouteer  Inhabitants,  by  affoiding  an  Assylom  for  their  women  A 
pbildren.    These  objects,  I  doubt  not,  yon  will  tbink  wetthy  yonr 
immediate  attention  and  utmost  exertion,  which  I  can  assure  yon, 
making  tbe  fullest  allowaoee  for  tbe  timidity  of  some  ft  eraduUty  of 
ethers,  is  %  very  seriona  matter,  for  withoQt  immediate  aid  the  Iron* 
teers  will  be  evacuated,  fbr  jdl  that  I  have  bien  i^ble  to  say  baa  been 
of  no  a?ail  with  the  fiigitivea  I  hate  met  on  the  roads,  a  neat  Jykh 
tf^sAQg  Bight  of  meui  womeft  &  ebildren  flying  thro  fear  of  a  oniel 
enei^y* 

I  am  respectfully, 

Sir,  your  most  obt. 

Humble  Serv^ 

BANIBL  SOBBRDBAU. 

P.  8.  Toul  please  to  pay  tbe  express  a  reasonable  allowance  for 
his  service. 

A  copy  of  this  to  Council  or  Board  of  War  will  effect  any  thin^ 
1  can  Do  by  Writing. 

A  True  Copy. 

John  Carotfaers^  Bsq'. 


Sir, 

Befdeaaed  to  send  Exptessea  io  Lt  Garothen  by  the  first  oppom 
ftonityy  la  give  falm  aome  aooonnt  tf  iosureotions  on  the  South  monni 
tain,  i  Likewise  to  Mispeet  veay  doasly  into  who  is  abroad  at  tUa 
lima  A-npan  wbttb  aecasmi)  a^  there  b  a  anapisiea,  by  infarnalieii, 
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•f  other  ili8iu«<Ai0Ds  Kiieiag  m  odier  ptrts  of  tlie  oomnty  of  Ouft* 
berlimd^  md  ia  so  Ooiog  joa  will  oblidge  yottr  friead,  to  aerto 

BOBEBT  SMITH. 
AfA^M,  1778. 

A  Troo  Oopy. 

To  Mr.  TLoberi  Clagi^e,  Esq^ 


Lt.  Gasothmrs  to  P&E8.  Whartok,  17T8. 

Carlisle,  Aprfl  24, 1778. 
Sir, 

I  Bee*  your  Letter  of  the  17  til  Initatyt,  and  am  heartily  Mtnf 
that  the  State  of  PeDnsylTaoia  in  general,  k  this  Ooafity  in  parb* 
onlar,  ifcoald  he  found  eo  extreamly  baokward  In  marehing  ont  in 
iMeooe  of  rights  eo  invahiable  as  those  for  which  the  Amerioaia 
are  now  oontending,  when  one  manly  eflbrt  would,  in  all  hanisn 
probahiU^,  work  out  our  politioal  Salvation.  Siooe  I  reeeived  the 
order  of  Oonndl,  for' the  immediate  mareh  of  the  setenth  and  ei|M 
elaasea  of  this  ooanty,  I  have  dene  every  thing  in  my  power  to  in- 
daoe  them  to  turn  out,  but  votwhhatanding  my  Diligenoe,  w4th  the 
sasistanoe  of  many  othor  ^irited  friends  to  our  Amerioiui  Cause,  trs 
have  been  Greatly  Disappointed ;  about  870  privates,  excluaive  of 
officers,  is  now  on  their  way  to  camp^  the  marehing  dhsses  of  the 
fifth  Battalion  I  have  been  obliged  to  send  up  to  Sinking  Valley  k 
Bald  Eagle,  whioh  will  amount  to  nearly  70  privates — ^the  fronteeis 
in  those  parts  have  been  greatly  alarmed  of  Lato  by  a  number  of 
Tories  who  have  Banded  together,  threatning  vengenoe  to  all  who 
have  Taken  the  Oath  of  Aleiganoe  to  the  States.  This  moment  I 
Bee'  an  express  from  Bashycoquilles  for  a  supply  of  arms,  &  thii 
Col.  Molievy,  of  Bedford  County,  came  there  express  himself  witb 
im  account,  that  a  body  of  Tories,  near  320,  in  and  above  Standing 
Stone,  had  collectod  themselves  together  &  Drove  a  number  of  the 
inhabitants  from  Standing  Stone  Town.  Immediately  Col.  Buchanan 
ft  Col.  Brown  marched  off  with  a  few  men  who  Conld  be  got  equipt) 
we  are  waiting  with  impatience  the  issue.  I  have  applied  to  the 
Board  of  War  for  some  amunition,  which  I  have  sent  up  with  18 
muskets,  the  property  of  this  State,  which,  with  some  arms  which 
Gkneral  Roberdeau  took  up  to  those  parts  lately,  will,  I  expect,  be 
snffioiint  to  arm  those  Classes — wither  this  foroe  will  he  snffimenfc 
for  the  present  exegeneey  I  know  sot  I  look  npon  aiyself  not 
soAcisntty  authorised  to  CbiU  any  more  Claoaes  of  miUtia,  u  neeM, 
wiAhovt  an  ordsrW  Oguacil  for  that  puqwee,  is  the  mean  time  we 
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think  it  oar  Datj  to  Do  every  thiQ^  in  our  power  to  bring  tboBe 
Deluded  people  to  Justice.  I  expect  every  moment  an  aoconnt  from 
Col  Bachanan,  the  particolara  of  which  I  intend  to  transmit  to  Conn- 
oil,  in  hope  of  their  Instmction  in  the  matter.  The  present  hury  of 
boianess  has  pyevemted  my  geting  the  returns  called  for  by  the  order 
of  Council  of  ye  2d  Instant,  as  nr  forward  as  I  expected — the  re- 
solves  of  Assemblyi  for  raising  the  quota  of  this  State  for  the  Conti- 
fiental  army,  &  the  manner  for  compleating  it,  is  Generally  objected 
against  in  this  County.  .  I  fear  it  will  be  Uefecult  to  carry  it  into 
execution  here.    I  have  not  room  to  mention  any  of  the  objections. 

I  am,  Bir^  with  respect. 

Tour  tery  Humble  8ervint| 

JN*  CAROTHBES,  L.  0.  C. 

Directed, 

To  His  Eito^Ueacy  Thomas  Whatton,  ^ttA^9  £6q^|  Pretaident  of 
the  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


OoyNOIL  TO  MOOBH  FURMiLFy  1778. 

In  Council| 

Laiieaster^  April  24 tb,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  Pennsylvania  State  Navy  Board,  sent  some  time  since  to 
Pitts-TowUi  Arms,  Ammunition,  Sails  &  Rigging,  belonging  to  our 
Fleet,  part  of  these  Council  think  it  necesanry  to  remove  on  this 
Bide  the  River,  some  part,  however,  the  most  bulkey,  may  remain ; 
I  have,  therefore,  to  request  the  favor  of  you  to  have  an  Eye  to  what, 
may  be  left,  and  employ  persons,  when  necessary,  to  remove  them 
farther  from  the  enemy.  Any  expeace  yea  may  be  at^  fbf  Stores, 
Wsggons,  &c,  shall  be  repaid  with  thanks. 

I  am,  with  grwt  respect. 

Sir,  your  very  hum.  Sei*. 

Moore  Furman,  Esq.,  Pitts-Town,  New  Jersey 
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CouNoiL  TO  William  Qrispin^  1778. 

In  Ganncil) 

Luieaster,  April  24, 1778. 

Sir, 

As  the  Oallies  and  other  Vessels  on  the  Delaware  hclonging  to  this 
state,  are  dismantled,  it  is  unneccssarj  to  continue  the  seamen  in 
Jersey  any  longer,  hut  proper  that  they  should  he  ordered  to  this 
place  &  hy  way  of  Reading,  that  they  may  he  put  into  a  Line  of 
rendering  service  to  their  Country.  Council  has  therefore  given 
such  directions  to  the  Navy  Board — ^it  will  be  proper  for  you  to 
provide  ProviaionB  for  them  gn  their  March.  Orders  are  sent  to  the 
Waggon  Master  of  Bucks  County  to  furnish  Waggons,  as  the  Navy 
Board  may  require  to  convey  the  Baggage  &  sick  to  this  place. 

Capt  Blewer  takes  vidi  him  Honey  &  Certifieates  lo  Emonnt  of 
■  Dollars,  to  repay  the  m<Hi^y  borrowed  by  the  Navy  Board, 

for  which  you  are  charged,  and  must  therefore  be  brought  into  year 

account.      Besides  this  he  will  deliver  yon Dollars,  to  be 

apply'd  to  discharge  the  debts  which  you  have  or  may  contract  on 
account  the  Fleet  I  hope  this  will  be  found  sufficient  to  pay  off  all 
arrearages.  As  you  will  shortly  have  leasure,  I  request  jou  will,  ss 
soon  as  possible,  make  up  aU  your  accounts  and  fornish  Council  with 
them. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Tour  veij  Homi.  Serv^ 

The  Com*  is  allowed  Six  Rations,  you  must  deduct  those  already 
furnished. 

2)irected, 

To  Mr.  William  Crispin. 


Major  Lbs  to  Prbsibbnt  Whamov^  1778. 

Nottingham, 

April  24th,  78. 
Sir, 

Being  acquainted  that  there  are  some  excellent  horses  for  the 
dragoon  service,  now  in  Lancaster,  purchased  by  your  Ezcellenoj'fl 
orders,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  solicit  them  for  the  use  of  mj 
Corps. 

Should  any  previous  questions  arise,  by  which  means  my  request 
may  not  meet  with  immediate  success,  1  beg  your  Excellency  will 
please  to  bear  in  remembrance  my  application. 
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I  flatter  myself,  wben  it  is  eonsidered  at  what  an  adyanoed  season 
of  the  jear  the  eorps  of  partisan  dragoons  was  dbeeted  to  be  raised, 
that  the  officers  will  reoeive  eyery  oonyenient  aid  ftom  the  Legisla- 
toies  of  the  con  tigaons  .States,  to  enable  them  to  take  the  field  with 
ali  possible  dispatch. 

Lieatenant  Budolph  will  deliyer  this  dispatch,  and  awaits  your 
Ezoellenoy's  commands. 

I  haye  the  honor 

To  be,  Sir, 

With  pr<^Hind  respect, 

Tonr  EwMtnofn^ 

Most  obed't  H*  sery*, 

THOS.  LEE| 
Mi^of  L.  D. 

To  ThonaB  Whartonj  Jr.,  esq'* 


Col.  Jacob  Mobqah  to  Prssibbnt  Whabtoh,  1778. 

Beading, 

April  24th,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  haye  orders  to  get  the  Roads  mended  through  "BeAs  Oonnty, 
and  know  of  no  way  to  get  hands  to  do  it  without  the  militia  can  be 
employed  in  that  senrice.  Until  last  week  there  was  not  mora  than 
12  or  14  of  them  on  duty,  now  there  is  a  Subaltern  Quard  of  18 
men  on  duty  here,  and  1  Serg*  and  9  Priyates  at  one  Boon's  Mill, 
about  7  miles  below  this,  where  we  had,  this  week,  500  knapsacks, 
which  were  painting,  destroyed  by  fire  by  some  yilan.  If  council 
thonriit  proper  I  should  be  exceeding  glad  you'd  please  to  order 
fifty  daily  for  that  seryice.  With  my  best  respects  to  Hon^*«  Oen* 
of  Council. 

I  am  your  BxeeUency's 

Most  obedH  Seryant, 

JACOB  MOBGAN,  Jr. 
D.  Q.  M.  GenL 

Directed, 

To  Hia  Excdlmpro  Thomas  Wharton,  ISntf,  Pres«. 

19* 
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RMOLfJTIOBS  Of  COHOKKSS,  1778. 

IiiOoagreiii 

April  24%  1778. 
Resolyedi 

That  the  board  of  var  be  directed  lo  take  the  most  expeditioas 
measures  for  transporting  the  pnblio  proyisions  &  stores  from  the 
southern  states  across  the  Chesapeake  bay,  or  otherwise. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  govemmentg  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land &  Virginia  to  permit  the  armed  gallies  belonging  to  their  respeo- 
tive  states  to  be  employed  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned,  at  the 
Continental  ezpenoe ;  and  that  the  whole  of  the  vessels  so  employed 
be  pnt  nnder  the  command  of  a  continental  officer,  in  order  to  prevent 
any  ill  oovs^qnenoes  which  may  arise  from  a  disputed  command  be- 
twixt the  state  officers. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  government  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania to  fnmish  the  board  of  war  with  as  many  sailon  now  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  their  state  as  they  can  spare,  for  the  purpose 
of  manning  the  Maiyland  and  Ticginia  gallies  to  be  employed  in  the 
Chesapeake  bay. 

Exicaet  from  the  minntea. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


Pkpq«itjqn  of  William  Habpsb,  1778. 

Chester  Coaaty : 

Personally  apcard  before  me,  Thomas  Boyd,  one  of  the  jnstiees  of 
y  Peace  in  &  for  the  Oounlj'  afores*  &  State  of  Pennsylvanii, 
William  Harper,  of  the  Township  of  NewHn  &  County  acres',  did 
on  his  Solem  Oath  declare,  that  on  Tuesday,  the  l^h  of  this  Ina^ 
April,  a  surtan  William  Marsh,  Jun',  of  y*  Township  of  Sadsbarj, 
County  afbres*,  and  «  surtan  Clemson,  of  Lancaster  County, 

Isaac  Buffington  &  William  Stroud,  of  West  Bradford,  did  Boy 
hornd  Cattle  from  Charles  Wilson,  o£  Newlin,  and  sayd  they 
intended  to  take  s*  Cattle  to  Philadelphia,  &  that  Charles  Wilson 
wiahed  tbam  good  1^;  ft&d  that  David  Pierce,  of  s*  Township  of 
NewliU;  £^ve  mCj  the  Subscriber,  a  Quanty  of  Lead  &  a  bullet 
mould,  telKng  me  y*  if  I  cood  find  powder  that  I  might  kill  y* 
Rebels,  meaning  the  .Whigs.  And  James  McLaughlan^  of  Saat 
Marlborough,  &  Jacob  Buffington  took  several  Cattle  at  the  same 
time  to  Philadelphia,  and  that  Isaac  Shaw  &  HMWimi  McCoq)  helpd 
to  drive  s*  Cattle. 
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And  foiiher  this  Deponent  says,  that  on  the  21**  of  this  Ins*, 
Abraa  Thorp,  And^  MoGhiije,  John  HoGhiire,  Darid  Heroe^  Wil- 
liam McCooly  and  John  Bulla  did  seize  &  tye  bim,  the  s*  Deponent, 
and  left  him  bound  m  an  nnanhabited  house  without  any  necessaries 
of  fifsi  iron  which  he  was  accidentally  relieved;  and  further  sayeth 
not. 

his 
WM.  H  HABPSB. 
nmrk. 
April  24^  1778^ 

Taken  and  subscribed  before 

THOS.  BOYD. 


JOHK  GOURLA  TO  TRmstMostf  WHABTQITi  1778. 

Bannas  Town,  Ap^  2^,  1778. 

1  Betum  Hearty  Thanks  to  your  Honors  for  your  Confidence  in 
me  in.appointing  me  {or  Pucohasiig  HiofBes  SmtaMe  to  mount  the 
Cavalry.  Since  I  Received  my  Instructions  I  have  used  all  possible 
Endeavoun  to  Porchase  the  Quantity  required,  and  can  Obtain  a 
few  on  my  own  Credit  and  have  Engaged  some;  but  I  find  that  I 
cannot  obtain  the  Quantity  wanted  without  Cash  or  giving.  Exofbi^ 
Is^  Prices,  whkk  I  prasott^  ireuld  be  hurtfoU  to  the  States. 
Therefore  I  hope  you  will  SaaUe  tm  with  money  to  Puichase,  I 
•ill  be  Mb  tp  fill  my  Quota  of  Hones  in  a  short  time ;  which 
nmej  I  h<^  you  will  send  by  the  Bearer,  Mr.  Gteoige  Henry^  to 
(M^  Afebibald  Loohry  for  that  use,  as  Loan  Office  Certificates  doth 
not  aeemingly  answer  so  good  Purposes  as  the  Cash  doth.  This 
iram  J*  most  Humble  serv^ 

JOHNT  GOURLA. 

Directed^ 

To  Thomas  WhartoU;  Esq';  Presedeat  of  the  Supreme  Ezeeutive 
Council,  &c. 

Forwarded  by     ) 
M'Ge*  Henry.  J 
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N.  Orhshb,  Q.  M.  G.)  to  P&bs.  Whabxojt,  177& 

Oamp  Valley  Forge, 

April  26, 1778. 
Sir, 

The  beatfer  hereof,  Captain  Smith  of  Col*  Baylor's  light  Dragoonfl, 
will  apply  for  the  horses  purchased  for  the  Dragoon  service.  Year 
Excellency  will  please  to  give  the  necessary  Oxdera  to  hate  them 
delivered  to  him. 

I  am  your  ExceUencya 

most  Obedient 

humble  Servant, 

NATH.  OREEa^E,  Q.  M.  Q. 
His  8xoe]le(iey  Thomna  Whw^loft. 


'  Board  of  War  to  PRRSiDBirff  Whartov,  1778. 

War  Office,  April  26«»,  1778. 
Sfar, 

The  Board  have  been  honoured  with  yours  of  the  25^  by  lon^ 
Rudolph,  k  are  surprized  you  have  not  received  their  Letter  <ni  the 
Subject  of  Horses  purchased  for  the  Light  Dragoons,  Copy 
is  enclosed,  the  original  being  sent  by  the  Return  of  your  Expi 

As  Mr.  Rudolph  infornM  us  that  ^e  Horses  are  suffering,  &  ars 
Rn  Incumbrance  where  they  are,  on  acc^  of  the  Scarcity  of  Fmge  at 
Lancaster,  the  Board  desire  you  will  be  pleased  to  order  the  delmry 
of  such  as  are  fit  for  Service  to  Msjor  Lee ;  &  as  to  the  Rest,  both 
in  Lancaster  &  the  other  Counties,  you  will  be  pleased  to  direct 
them  to  be  delivered  agreeable  to  our  former  Letter. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  great  Respect, 

your  very  obed.  Serv*, 

RICHARD  PETERS. 

By  Order  of  the  Board. 

Directedj 

On  public  service. 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jr.,  Esq%  President  of  the 
S.  E.  Council  of  Pennsilvania,  Lancaster. 
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Col.  John  Proctor  to  President  Wharton,  1778. 

Westmorland  County,  Apt*  y*  26**,  1778. 
Hoonorod  Sir, 

I  am  in  greait  need  of  a  larg  earn  of  Cash.  I  hops  you  will  send 
me  by  the  Bairor,  M'  Oeorge  Hendry,  fonre  tbonaand  Pounds  if 
Posable ;  he  is  a  safe  Hand,  and  what  Ever  sum  yon  send  me  by 
him  I  will  be  answerable  for.  I  wonld  a  ben  Down  mytolf,  bat 
though  it  unsafe  to  lave  Horn  at  this  time. 

Sir,  I  am  able  to  inform  you  that  Capt.  Alexander  MoKee  with 
sevin  other  Yilons  is  gon  to  the  Indians,  and  since  there  is  a  serj't 
and  twenty  od  men  gon  from  Pittsburgh  of  the  Solders.  What 
may  be  the  &te  of  this  County  God  only  knowes,  but  at  Prisent  it 
wears  a  most  Dismal  aspect. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  Most  sinoare 

and  Very  Humble  Servi, 

JOHN  PBOOTOB.* 

Directed. 

To  His  Ezeelency  Thomas  Wharton. 
:   By  Mr.  George  Hendry.. 


Gen.  Washisigton  to  Prbs.  Wharton,  1778. 

Head  Qaartere,  26**  April,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  season  for  action  is  advancing  very  fast,  and  it  is  highly  neces- 
sary for  me,  informing  plans  either  offensive  or  defenmve,  to  know 
with  oeiiainty  what  aocoours  I  may  look  for  from  the  oouatry  in  any 
emergency.  With  ^is  view,  I  am  to  request  you  will  be  pleased  to 
let  me  know  as  ^wedily  as  possible,  wluit  number  of  weU  armed 
Militia  y^r  State  oould  afford  if  called  upon,  and  what  tame  of  aer- 
Tiee  likey  might  be  engaged  for— I  aaa  particular  as  to  their  being 
armed,  became  they  cannot  be  supplied  with  aims  horn  the  eontt- 
nental  Stores. 

It  is  of  very  gv«at  importance  that  your  estimate  should^  be  weU 

*  S«e  Colon.  Rec.,  Yd.  XL,  p<  477. 
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ooDsidered,  that  the  experiment  may  not  disappoint  anj  expectations 
or  piojeelSi  which  may  be  formed  in  consequence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 

vith  great  respect,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed<  Sery*, 

G-  WASHINGTON. 
Be  00  good  also,  to  let  me  know  in  how  short  a  time,  after  requi- 
mtion  is  made,  they  could  be  drawn  into  the  Field.* 


BzeellcDoyi  Got'  Wharton. 

IndarMemmtf 

1778,  red*  April  28%  from  his  Excellency,  General  Washingtoo. 
luirinff  the  State  to  say  how  many  well  armed  men  can  be  furnished 


requuing  tne  otate  to  say  now  many 
for  action. 


GbN.  RoBERDBAtr  TO  P&BSIDBNT  WHARTOir,  1778, 

Sinking  Spring  Valley,  April  27"^,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  litde  more  time  than  to  refer  you  to  the  enclosed  exmi- 
nation,  taken  in  groat  haste,  but  correct  as  it  respects  the  Testimony. 
Tho  confiscation  of  the  Effects  of  the  Disaffected  in  these  parts,  is 
very  irregular,  and  the  brutality  offered  to  the  Wives  and  children 
of  some  of  them,  as  I  have  been  informed,  in  taking  from  them  even 
their  wearing  apparel,  is  shocking.  I  wbh  the  Magistrates  were 
furnished  with  the  late  law  respectbig  confiscation,  and  that  they 
were  more  capable  Ministers  of  Justice ;  the  one  I  have  seen  is  such 
a  specimen  of  the  popular  election  of  these  Officers  as  I  expected.  I 
am  happy  to  inform  you  that  a  very  late  discovery  of  a  new  vein, 

S remises  the  most  ample  supply;  but  I  am  very  deficient  in  workmen. 
1*  Glen  is  with  me  to  direct  the  making  and  burning  of  Bricks,  and 
is  to  oome  up  to  build  a  Furnace,  by  which  time  I  expect  to  be  ia 
aneh  forwaidneas  aa  to  afford  an  ample  supply  to  the  Army.  The 
want  of  Provision,  I  dread,  notwithstanding  the  active  endeavoua  of 
M^  Brown  for  it,  laaearoely  to  be  got ;  thevefore  I  beg  leave  to  rcfo 
Tou  to  hint  on  thb  subject  in  mv  Letter  from  Carlisle.  Of  40 
Jfilitia,  I  have  at  most,  neveii  with  me,  whioh  vetarda  building  i 
Stockade  to  sive  confidence  to  the  InhaUtants,  who  wtre  all  en  the 
wing  before  I  reached  this.  I  send  Bichard  Weeton,  wnder  goui, 
to  Ourliale  Jail,  to  wait  your  orden;  he  is  oonduetod  by  lieu* 

*  The  P.  S.  is  Sb  the  General's  own  hand  writing. 
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John  Means,  of  the  Militia.  The  Inhahitants  are  hunting  the  other 
Insurgents,  and  hope  they  will  all  he  taken,  bat  wish  any  other  the 
troabie  of  ezamining  them,  as  my  hands  are  fall.  I  am,  with 
Sespeotfiil  Salatations  to  Council,  Sir, 

T'  most  ob*  humV  Ser*, 

DAN>  KOBBKDEAU. 
Directed. — On  puUio  Service. 

Hb  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  jun'',  Eaq[%  President  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Penn3ylYania|  Lancaster. 
Favored   by  ) 
Lieu*  Means.    J 


Jure.  Cabothkrs  to  Prbsidbnt  Whabtow,  1778. 

Carlisle,  April  27, 1778. 
Sir, 

Tou  hare  enclosed  a  True  copy  of  General  Roberdeau's  Letter, 
Dated  Standing  Stone,  23'  Instant,^  which  contains  a  more  perfect 
account  of  the  insurrection  in  those  parts  than  I  was  able  to  give 
council  in  my  former  Letter.  The  back  inhabitants  are  prodigiously 
DiBtreased,  not  knowing  when  those  Vilians  may  bring  down  the 
eavages  to  murder  their  families.  How  far  those  allarms  may  prove 
True  cannot  yet  he  known.  There  are  many  Disaffected  persons 
gon  out  of  the  parts,  but  where  or  for  what  purpose  we  cannot  tell  x 
several  have  been  known  to  purchase  rifle  guns,  who  always  refusea 
to  turn  out  in  the  MiKtia.  The  Council,  upon  the  perusal  of  the 
General's  Letter,  will  be  able  to  know  what  is  neeessary  for  me  to 
Do  in  the  matter.  The  classes  ordered  to  do  Duty  there,  cannot 
turn  out  for  want  of  arms }  I  have  sent  up  100  arms,  which  was  all 
I  had  in  my  possession,  which,  with  24  the  general  took  with  him, 
is  all  they  have  to  trust  to,  &  they  only  Muskets,  which  zre  not 
SQtable  for  scouting  parties  in  the  woods,  when  it  is  well  known  the 
Tories  are  well  armed  with  good  rifles.  I  coild  puiobate  some  few 
Muskets  here,  but  the  prices  are  so  extraordinary  high  that  I  Dare 
not  venture.  I  wou'd  be  glad  to  have  the  council's  Directions  if  I 
am  to  purchase  Muskets  or  rifles,  &  what  prices  I  ought  to  give. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Very  Humble  Serv*, 

JN-  CAROTHERS,  L.  C.  C. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun',  Esq',  Presedent  of 
the  executive  Council  for  The  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 

*  See  page  486. 
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C!OL.  BOBBEX  COLBB&lfiON  TO  PbES.   WHARTOBy  1778, 

Carlisle^  April  28th,  1778. 
Dr  Sir, 

In  oonseqnenoe  of  your  Ezoel*  orders,  I  lia?6  porohaaed  Twentf 
borses  in  my  opinion,  Soitable  for  the  Lite  horse  Service,  fifleoi  of 
which  is  now  bequipt  with  bridles  &  saddles  ready  to  be  delivered  to 
aney  parson  year  £zelincy  may  appoint,  or  order  ^em  to  be  delivered 
to.  Am  oat  of  cash,  and  on  the  borrowing  hand,  please  to  order  me 
snob  sums  of  cash  as  will  enable  me  to  proceed  as  far  as  yoa  wood 
Ghoos. 

And  am  witb  due  Regard 

your  Exoelinoys  most 

obediant  &  horn'  Serv* 

ROB'T  CULBERTSON. 


President  op  CoNaRESs  lo  Passidbnt  WflAETOB,  1778. 

York  Town,  28th  April,  1778- 
Sir, 

The  24tb  lost,  I  had  the  honour  of  conveying  a  packet  to  your 
Excellency  containing  two  Acts  of  Congress,  1  of  the  22<  &  1  one  of 
the  24th  Inst,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer. 

Within  the  present  Ck)ver  1  transmit  an  Act  of  the  23'  for  gFtDiiog 
pardons  &  Recommending  to  the  several  States  to  enact  Laws  or 
Issue  Proclamations  adapted  to  the  good  purposes  which  Congrstf 
bave  in  view. 

I  have  tbe  honoor  to  be 

With  great  regard  Sir, 

your  Ezcellencey's 

most  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  LAURENS, 

President  of  Congress. 

Directed^ 

On  Public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire,  President  of  Penn- 
sylvania, at  Lancaster. 
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Tflos.  Edwabds  to  Pres.  Wharton,  1778, 

I^binoQ,  Ap'  28tb>  1778. 

I  have  ReePd  jD«r  Honors  ordr*  of  thtt  2lst  Ap>  Inst  accompanied 
with  a  resoWe  of  CongreaSy  by  whicb  I  am  directed  to  desist  from 
making  any  fartber  Purobases  of  Wbeat  &  Floor  for  the  Army,  and 
that  I  should  immediately  Transmit  my  aooi*  to  Council,  In  ans'  to 
which  I  beg  leave  to  mention,  y^  Quantities  of  Flour  &  Wbeat  are 
Ijiog  at  different  Mills  through  the  County,  which  I  cou'd  not  collect 
together  for  want  of  Carriages,  therefore  wou'd  think  it  proper  that 
y  Honors  appoint  some  Person  to  receive  such  stores  from  my  hands 
and  take  charge  thereof,  I  wovld  farther  beg  leave  to  observe  that 
there  is  no  beef  on  band  for  the  Consumption  of  the  Artificers  & 
Militia  Statiou'd  at  Lebanon,  tfaerefore  some  person  immediately 
oaght  to  take  in  band  the  Procuring  of  meat  for  that  place,  bavo 
scarcely  as  much  now  as  will  supply  them  this  week,  rm  ready  & 
willing  immediately  after  having  made  delivery  of  the  Stores  to 
render  a  fall  account  of  my  Proceedings. 

I  am  in  baste  yonr 

Honors  most  Humble  ^ 

most  Obedient  Servant, 

TH08.  EDWARDS. 

Directed^ 

Qa  Publiok  Service. 

His  Sxoelleiioy  Tbos.  Wbarton,  jon.^  Esq.,  of  tiie  B.  B.  0.,  at 
LaBcastar.  ■ 


Ab*m  Lbvan  to  PRBSiDfiKT  Whabtok  1778. 

Northampton  County,  Allen  TowOi  April  28tb,  1778. 
Honoored  Sir, 

I  did  myttlf  the  honour  some  time  ago  of  writing  a  few  lines 
informing  you  that  I  had  purchased  fourteen  Horses  for  the  publick 
Service,  agreeable  to  the  Commands  your  bon'  was  pleased  to  lay 
upon  me;  Since  then  I  have  bouffbt  six  whicb  makes  20.  I  wou'd 
be  exceeding  fond  your  bon'  wou  d  direct  wb^e  I  might  send  tbem, 
as  forage  is  exceeding  scarce  in  these  parts,  I  shall  do  my  utmost 
endeavours  to  procure  the  Compliment  first  mention'd,  but  there  a 
difficulty  arises,  my  Cash  is  grown  short,  whicb  is  an  obsticle  in  tbe 
way,  as  they  look  for  th^  xeadj  cash,  when  the  horse  is  delivered| 
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this  objection  I  make  no  doubt  you'l  indeaTonr  to  remove  as  soon 
as  convenient. 

I  am  Honoured  Sir 

iritif  aii  poesible  respect 

>«  Boners  teost  obcd*  H««*  8«rtf*. 

ABRAHAM  LBVAN. 

P.  S.  He  expect  a  line  by  first  <^portanitj. 


Col.  BiEKj.  FiiOWBE  TO  Goimoii.^  1778. 

ToA  Town^  36tk  April,  1778. 

Oentlemeni 

On  mj  way  from  Lebanon  to  Carlisle^  I  observed  the  public  roads 
between  those  places  Intolerably  bad,  the  waggons  that  travel  them 
do  not  carry  more  than  two  thirds  of  a  load  on  that  account  In  the 
first  place  with  submission  to  your  Honours,  I  think  they  ought  to 
be  open'd  to  fifty  or  sixty  feet,  wheress  in  many  places  they  are  not 
above  half  that  width,  which  is  one  reason  why  they  are  so  much 
cut,  those  ate  roads  the  public  stores  are  Constantly  moveins  on,  and 
should  a  general  remove  from  Lebanon  to  Carlisle  take  ^ace,  the 
public  will  suffer  very.  much.  I  have  therefore  to  Request  that  your 
Honours  will  please  to  direct  that  the  several  supervisors  of  tibcse 
Boads  in  the  Different  routs  from  csnp  to  the  seversl  Magasiaes  in 
this  State  (Especially  those  already  mentioned),  be  ImsMdiatd^ 
repaired. 

Mr.  Harris  at  the  Ferry  on  Susquehannah  has  offered  to  Saper- 
intend  the  repairing  of  all  Roads  from  his  ferry  to  Lebanon,  if  your 
Honours  thought  proper  to  give  him  such  Instructions,  as  this  business 
is  essential  to  the  Public  Service,  (and  now  the  proper  season  to  do 
it  in)  I  hope  Council  will  immediately  give  the  necessary  directions 
therein  which  will  particularly  Oblige  your, 

Hon*  most  Obed* 

Very  Hum*  Serv* 

BENJ.  FLOWER,  CoK 

Oom^  Gen.  Mil'  Stores. 

To  His  Ezoellenoy  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Eon'ble  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania! Lancaster. 

♦  See  Ool.  Bee.,  Vd.,  VI.  p.  4*1. 
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Gbk.  Ahth*y  Watkb  to  Pres*i?  Whawon,  1778. 

Osnp,  Mount  Joj,  April  28th  1778. 
8ii^ 

Lieft.  Aimoor  of  4tb  Pennfl^  Begiment,  being  thought  a  Proper 
Person  for  the  Recruiting  Serriee,  General  Wayne  now  orders  him 
OD  that  Duty,  to  wait  on  your  Excellenoy  for  your  orders. 

Their  is  no  ofiSoer  daring  the  time  of  reoruiting  last  year  did  more 
te  the  Credit  of  this  State,  than  this  Gentleman,  and  upon  that 
Prinaipal  the  Gen.  now  senda  him,  wUoh  hope  will  meet  your  ap- 
probation. 

He  talks  of  Lancaster  County,  near  Hendersona  &  Wallaces  Tavern 
for  being  places  good  for  that  Service,  and  aa  their  has  been  no 
officers  their,  or  in  them  Parts,  makes  it  very  ProbablCi  which  if  you 
loqoiess,  you  will  direct  him  accordingly. 

However  the  General  does  not  wish  to  have  him  lamited  to  any 
Particular  Place,  as  such  must  Inevitably  Impede  his  Service. 

I  an  your  BAsellencies  moat 

Obedient  humble  Servant 

By  order  of  General  Wayae, 

BEN.  PISHBOURNE,  A.  D.  C. 

Direekd, 

To  Hia  Sxoel]«iioy  Governor  Thoe.  Wharton. 


Coinron:.  f  o  Wm,  0.  Bradtoiid,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster,  April  28th,  1778. 
Sir, 

By  Captain  Blower  Council  have  sent  you  the  Bum  <tf  £8000,  for 
the  pajment  of  tha  State  fleet,  concerning  which  you  will  please  to 
receive  directions  from  the  Navy  Board. 

By  order  of  Council* 
Direeiedf 

To  Mr.  Wni.  C.  Bradford,  paymaster  of  the  State  fleet 
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CiBCULAR  OP  Council,  1778. 

Ih  GouncS, 

Lanoasteri  April  28, 1778. 
(Cirovlar.) 
Sir, 

The  orders,  wbich  have  been  given  to  the  Lieutenants  of  the  respec- 
tive Counties,  to  make  to  this  Council  exact  returns  of  the  number 
and  state  of  our  publick  Arms,  important  as  the  order  is,  very  little 
regard  has  been  paid  to.  The  campaign  is  opening,  in  which  the 
fate  of  this  distressed  and  invaded  country  must  be  decided ;  and 
tre  call  upon  you.  Sir,  as  you  regard  your  own  reputation  and  the 
welfare  of  your  country,  to  give  your  immediate,  diligent  and  earnest 
attention  to  this  business.  You  are  to  make  a  return  to  this  Gouncil, 
as  soon  as  possible,  not  exceeding  the  15th  or  20th  day  of  Hay  at 
(iirthest,  of  all  the  Arms,  belonging  to  the  Publick,  within  year 
District ;  and  also  report,  what  number  of  other  arms  you  can,  in 
case  of  the  most  extreme  necessity,  obtain  by  any  means.  The 
times  required,  that  the  direction  given,  on  this  occasion,  should  be 
in  terms  the  moet  explimt  and  peremptory ;  and,  therefore,  yon  are 
hereby  strictly  charged  and  enjoined  to  exert  every  power  you  are 
possessed  of  to  got  together,  without  delay,  all  the  public  Arms  that 
are  within  your  District.  It  is  proper  to  inform  you,  that  if  any 
neglect  in  the  execotion  of  this  order  shaU  horeuter  appear,  this 
Council  is  determined,  that  the  Public  shall  be  informed  on  whom 
to  lay  the  blame  of  the  calamity  which  may  fiall  on  thiff  country  from 
such  neglect. 

You  are,  at  the  same  time,  to  acquaint  the  Militia  of  your  Distriot, 
that  there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  ao^  only  from  th^  late  recom- 
mendation of  Congress,  that  ''  all  the  Militia  of  the  States  be  held 
''  in  readiness  to  act  as  occasio  nmay  require,"  but,  also,  from  many 
other  considerations,  that  a  call  must  soon  be  made,  for  a  very  con- 
siderable number  of  them  to  appear  in  the  field.  In  particular,  yoa 
are  to  give  immediate  notice  to  the  four  classes  next  in  torn,  to  hold 
thanmelvBS  in  veadinees  to  OMurah  at  phort  notice*'*' 

By  Order  of  Oon^ 
Indorsed^ 

Circular  Letter  to  the  Lieutenants  and  sub  Lieutenante  of  tiie 
several  Countys  of  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

«  From  a  printed  handbiU. 
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Council  to  Phxbr  Db  Havbh,  kc.j  1778* 

In  CoQQcil; 

Lancaateri  April  28th|  1778. 
Sir, 

It  ia  Deceawry  that  Council  receive  the  earliest  information  of  the 
nnmber  of  arniB  in  and  belonging  to  this  atate^  as  well  snch  as  are  in 
the  hands  of  private  people,  as  those  in  possession  of  the  Lieaten« 
ants  of  Oonnties,  and  in  the  publiok  Works.  I  therefore  request 
yon  to  inform  me  im  mediately  what  number  of  Muskets  well  fitted 
yon  have  now  in  your  possession^  and  how  many  moroj  you  ean  torn* 
pleatly  finish  by  the  20th  of  May,  be  particular  in  the  return  yoa 
make  and  let  your  information  be  upon  sure  ground,"*"  I  mean  diat 
you  are  to  include  old  arms  properly  repaired  as  well  as  new.  A  dilli* 

gnt  attention  to  this  business  and  a  speedy  answer  will  oblige  your 
luntry  &  Sir, 

your  very  Hum^  Serv^ 

Direeiedj 
To  Mr.  Peter  De  Haven,  Hummek  Towa* 


COUKCIL  TO  GOVBBNOB  LIVINGSTON,   1778. 

In  Counoil, 

Lancaster)  April  20%  1778. 

Sir, 

The  bearer.  Jacobus  Quigg,  being  brought  down  here  from  Virginia 
with  the  quaker  prisoners,  and  upon  enquiry  no  charge  of  any  im- 
portanoe  being  now  against  him,  it  is  thought  proper  to  refer  him  to 
jour  Ezcelienoy ;  that  if  there  be  any  charge  against  him  in  your 
fitste  he  may  answer  it.  Major  Greneral  Sullivan  sent  him  last 
rammer  to  PbikdelpUa  from  Prinoetown,  he  having  been  taken  at 
or  near  Somerset. 

IHrectedj 
Bm  Ejufj  W.  Litinj^BtOD,  Esq^  Got.  N.  Jeney« 

^To  CoL  Wm,  Antis  m  for  as  the  word  Aground,  with  this  addition  *a 
iBIigeat  attention  to  this  bosineas  and  a  speedy  answer  will  oblige  yon 
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Board  op  War  to  Pbesidbnt  Whabtoh,  1T78. 

War  Office,  April  29**,  1778. 
Sir, 

GoDgress  having  direoted  the  Board  to  superintend  the  Transport- 
ation of  ProTisions  from  the  Soothward,  &  there  beiog  a  Number 
el  CkiHies  belonging  to  the  States  of  Maryland  &  Yirginia  in  the 
Oheeapeak;  I  am  directed  to  apply  to  yon  &  the  Hon.  Oonnoii  to 
knov  whether  there  are  any  Men  lefl  of  thoee  by  whom  the  Gallies 
in  the  Delaware  were  mann'd  in  the  last  CampaiCT.  If  there  are^ 
what  are  their  Nnmbers  fit  for  Service,  &  whether  the  State  will 
transfer  them  mto  the  Continental  Service  for  the  Purpose  of  navi* 
gating  the  GalHes  in  the  Ghesapeak.  These  Oallies  are  officered  bat 
weakly  manned,  ft  are  now  mnoH  wanted  to  protect  the  Graft  ia 
bringing  Provisions  up  the  Bay,  fbr  which  Service  they  are  immedi^ 
ately  &  preasingly  wanted.  Tour  speedy  Answer  will  be  very 
acceptable. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  ^aat  Bespeot 

your  very  obed.  Serv*, 

BICHARD  PETEBS, 

By  Order  of  the  Board. 

Directed^ 

On  public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jan",  Esqr.,  President  of  the 
8.  S.  Council  of  Penoisilvania,  Lancaster. 

(War  Office). 


Lt.  Johh  Rtoolph  to  Pbbsimot  Whabton,  1778. 

Sir, 

You'l  receive  pi;  eaBpresa  an  order  from  tde  beard  of  war  fer  the 
Horses  mention'd  the  other  day.  Im  inform'd  Capt.  Smith  h<4 
delivered  a  General  Order  for  all  the  Horses,  the  board  say  my 
Horses  are  to  come  out  of  those  Horses  orderM  by  that  Gen.  Oxder. 
You'l  eztreemly  oblige  our  Corps  by  not  having  the  Horses  de- 
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liver'd  ra  oonsequenoe  of  s*  Oenl.  Order.    Fm  waif  for  Gash  at  Hub 
place,  nni  ehaU  oall  to  aoivov  at  Lanoailer  for  the  Hoises, 

rm  your  excellenoies 

Vkoet  aVi  hvmhle  eer? ant, 

JOHN  RUDOLPH, 

LiMtenant  Dxagoons. 
»  Apl.,  78. 

On  pahlie  aervioo. 

Hifl  Bzeelleaojr  Thomas  Wharton,  Jaar.,  Bsqr.,  presMent  state 
Pennsylfania. 

Express. 
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L»B<wter,  aOtb  April,  1778. 

Sin, 

The  Sapreme  Ezecative  Council  of  Ponnsjlyania,  ihoronghlj 
persuaded  that  the  compleat  estahlishmeiit  of  the  Confederatioii  of 
Bud  States  must  greatly  oousolidate  the  udioo,  &  inyigorate  the  Ne- 
gotiations of  Congress  at  this  important  Conjancture,  do  herehy  add 
their  ooncuirenee  in  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  now  under  puhlio 
coMJderation,  to  the  aooeptance  k  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  this 
State ;  &  do  recommend  to  you.  Gentlemen,  to  use  your  best  en* 
dctTonni  &  influence  in  forwarding  the  said  business,  which  Couacil 
consider  as  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  honour,  advantage  & 
safety  of  the  united  Body  of  North  America. 

I  am, 

Sirs, 

your  most  obed^ 

&  yery  humble  Serr*. 

Directed, 

To  the  Hon'I  Bobert  Morris,  Dan'I  Iloberdeau,  James  Smith, 
Jonatha^Q  Bayaid  Smith,  William  Olingau^  and  Joseph  Beed^  Es- 
qoiresy  JDelegates  in  Congress  fos  the  State  of  PezmsiWania. 
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William  Antes  to  PafisiDBOT  Whartok,  17T8. 

NewIiaiiflo?er  Townehip,  May  the  V^  1778. 

Sir, 

I  have  reeeived  your  Letter  of  the  2,Sl^^  of  April  laat  past^  wherein  I 
am  requested  to  give  immediate  information  to  Goancil  what  sniaber 
of  mnsketa  well  fitted  are  now  in  my  possession,  and  how  many  more 
I  oould  compleatly  finish  by  the  20^  of  May  Instant.  These  are 
therefore  to  inform  Oounoil  that  I  have  twenty  fire  in  my  poeseasiOD, 
and  as  touching  what  number  I  oan  finish  against,  the  twentieth 
of  May,  I  do  hereby  inform  Council  that  I  have  none  that  will  be 
finished  against  that  time,  as  I  am  not  at  present  in  a  proper  aitas- 
tion  to  follow  that  Business,  neither  have  I  heretofore  followed  that 
branch  of  Business  for  the  publick,  excepting  in  the  way  of  Cleaning 
and  repairing  of  Arms,  and  that  about  SOO  stand  of  Arms  was  sent  to 
me  last  fall  for  that  purpose  by  General  Potter,  which  when  cleaned 
and  repaired  861  of  them  were  sent  to  the  rear  of  the  Army  by  order 
of  bis  Ezoellenoy  Oen^  Washington,  and  the  remainder  was  sent  to 
Militia  Camp  by  order  of  Major  Cummings,  and  that  161  muskete 
was  sent  last  fall  to  Col.  Frederick  Antes  for  the  purpose  aforesaid, 
which  hath  since  been  taken  by  order  of  Col.  W"  Henry  to  the 
Factory  ac  AUentown,  in  order  to  be  repaired  there.  The  above  la 
all  the  Information  I  Can  give  at  present  respecting  of  public  anna 
that  have  Come  within  my  district'. 

I  am  Sir,  with  respect, 

your  Humble  Servant, 

WILLIAM  ANTES, 

IHreetectf 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun'r,  President  of  tie  Ex- 
ecutive Council,  Lancaster. 


James  Hamilton  to  T.  Matlack,  1778. 

Northampton,  May  1, 1778. 

three  days  anee,  I  had  the  Honor  to  receive  from  M^  Vice  Presi- 
dent Bryan,  a  letter  dated  the  28'  of  April,  inclosing  my  written 
Parole,  and  also  an  Order  of  Council  of  the  same  date,  fully  dis- 
charging me  from  all  confinement. 

Being  desirous  to  avail  myself  of  the  contents  of  the  above  order, 
I  should  have  set  out  immediately  for  my  own  House ;  but  on  perusing 
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the  Act  of  Asaemblj  therewith  likewise  traDsmitted,  Entitled  ''  An 
Act  for  the  further  Beooxity  of  GoyeniiQeiity''  I  <rtiBerved  that  there 
is  tyerj  high  penalty  upon  all  persons  going  into  Philada.^  or  within 
the  Enemy's  linesi  without  leave  in  writing  for  that  purpose,  from 
the  '^  CongresSi  the  Commander  in  ohief  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
'<  States  of  America,  or  the  ExeontlTe  Council  of  this  Common* 
**  wealth/'  Hence  U  happens^  that  after  repeated  ti^ra^,  I  oannot^ 
it  any  rate,  procure  a  Waggoner  to  transport  my  baggage  to  Town, 
without  the  protection  of  such  written  licence. 

And  you  haying  as  I  hope  and  belieTe,.^ir^ot  to  send  me  ^ 
passes  I  requested  m  my  former  letter ;  I  am  under  the  neoessity  of 
gifing  yon  thb  further  trouble,  to  desire  that  you  will  be  so  eood 
SB  to  pfesent  my  oomplitaents  to  the  President  &  Council,  ana  ac- 
quaint them  wiUi  the  above  circumstance ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
my  request,  that  they  will  be  pleased  to  order  a  pass  for  myself  and 
four  servants,  namely,  Mathias  Sandham  my  Butler,  two  Mulatto 
men,  Jonathan  &  Luke,  and  one  footman,  the  other  Coachman  and 
oae  Negro  Woman  Cook,  called  Fanny;  and  also  a  protection  for 
one  baggage  Wagon  and  its  Driver^  to  go  to  PhUaa^a  and  return 
hither;  leaving  a  blank  for  the  Driver*^  name. 

I  shall  hold  myself  extremely  obliged  to  the  Qovemment  for  their 
favour  in  the  aliove  request;  as  I  shall  in  a  particular  manner  to 
your  self,  for  forwarding  the  same,  as  much  possible  by  the  Bearer 
whom  I  send  on  purpose :  and  of  this  I  have  not  the  least  doubt, 
when  you  shall  consider,  toat  after  a  separation  of  near  eight  months, 
mj  passion  to  see  and  embrace  my  ffriends^  family,  &  connections, 
mast  needs  be  very  urgent  &  strong. 

I  am  with  much  respect 

Sir, 

Tour  most  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  HAMILTON.* 

For  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq%  Secretary  to  President  &  Council  of 
Pennsylvania,  at  Lancaster. 

By  Mathias  Sandham. 


«  See  CoL  Bee.,  ¥oL  XI.,  P-  ^7& 
Vol.  VL— 20 
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Bbsolutioh  of  CoNaBBS6,  1778. 

In  Gongreni;  May  1, 1778. 

Besolyed, 

That  it  be  leoommended  to  the  several  Statee  to  empower  iU 
JEzecutive  aathority  of  such  States,  from  time  to  time  to  grant  ex- 
emptions from  duty  in  the  Militia,  to  such  persons  as  may  from 
time  to  time  be  employed  in  manufacturing  Military  stores  &  other 
urtioles  for  the  use  of  the  United  States. 

Sxtraot  from  the  minutes. 

OHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Council  to  Col.  John  Proctor,"  1778. 

In  Oouncilj 

Lanoaster,  May,  2%  1778. 
Sir, 

This  morning  1  rec*  your  letter  of  the  26**  *April,  by  Mr  Fenry, 
confirming  the  distressed  situation  of  the  back  Inhabitants,  who  are 
involved  in  a  war  with  the  Savages;  also  a  request  to  Council  to  funish 
you  with  a  sum  of  money;  almo  you  do  not  say  the  use  you  intend 
to  make  of  it,  yet  I  do  suppose  it  is  to  pay  off  the  Militia.  There 
is  not  a  sufficiency  in  the  Treasury  to  enable  me  to  send  you  any 
part  of  your  demand ;  but  being  anxious  to  relieve  you  all  in  my 
power,  have  induced  M'  Bittenhouse  to  go  to  York  Town  to  endeavor 
to  get  some  of  Congress.  I  have  therefore  civen  M'.  Henry,  who 
accompanied  M'  R.  there,  an  order  for  £8,500,  which  I  hope  may 
be  sufficient  to  pay  off  the  arrearages.  The  information  you  give 
respecting  Cap.  McEee,  &  the  Serjeant,  &  twenty  odd  men,  joining 
the  Savages,  is  realy  alarming.  I  am  however  not  without  hope, 
that  Congress,  who  Council  have  written  to  on  thesabjeolii  will  take 
Boine  spirited  measures  to  chastise  the  insolence  of  the  savages,  as 
will  maJce  those  People  aorely  repent  thdr  having  joined  them. 

A  Gentleman  from  France,  went  thro'  this  Borough  for  Congress, 
this  day,  with  dispatches  from  our  Agents,  which  coniaan  a  treaty 
between  France  and  the  United  States,f  the  particulars  we  are  not 
informed;  things  look  well  on  our  side.  I  send  you  the  papers  for 
your  perusal. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  Humble  Serv*. 

*  See  page  445.  f  See  Col  Rec.,  VoL  XI.,  p.  487.      * 
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Council  to  Ool.  Aboh'])  Loouky^  1778. 

In  Coancili 

Lancaster^  Hay  2%  1778. . 
Sir, 

I  ree'  your  Letter  and  a  retnni  of  the  Militia  of  your  Oonnty,  bj 
Mr.  George  Henry,  in  which  I  am  disappointed^  as  I  folly  expected 
a  much  greater  nnmber  would  have  embodied. 

I  greatly  lament  the  sitoation  of  the  baok  inhabitants^  to  be  at 
this  time  engaged  in  a  war  with  savages,  and  wish  it  was  in  the 
power  of  Ooaooil  to  afiford  them  immediate  relief;  but  I  am  of 
opinion,  nothing  short  of  carrying  the  war  into  their  Country  will 
^ectnally  answer  the  purpose.  I  have  written  a  pressing  Letter  to 
Congress  on  the  snbjeot,  and  yon  may  depend  that  Council  will  oo« 
operate  with  them  in  executing  in  the  most  spirited  manner^  aoj 
plan  that  may  be  thought  eligible. 

The  Lieutenants  of  the  Counties  have  been  empowered  to  purchase 
arms  in  each  County,  for  the  use  of  the  Militia,  and  as  you  stand 
in  great  need  of  them,  I  am  not  a  little  surprised  that  yon  have  not 
attended  to  that  order  &  exerted  yourself  to  procure  them.  .Such  o| 
the  inhabitants  that  are  suspected  of  being  unfriendly  to  onr  cause, 
t  those  ihtkt  have  not  taken  the  oath  of  allegienoe  to  the  states,  & 
.are  possessed  of  arms,  you  are  empowered  by  law  of  the  18  Jany  last, 
to  seiae  upon  them  for  public  use,  and  a  spirited  exertion  on  this 
ooeaaion  will  answer  a  very  good  purpose  by  disarming  the  disi^ectedj 
t  arming  our  Friends  to  oppose  the  savages^ 

The  Lieutenants  or  sub  Ueu^  of  the  Counties  of  Bedford  &  West* 
morelandy  are  by  Law  empowered  to  call  out  the  militia  for  the 
defence  of  the  Frontiers,  if  so  required  by  the  Commissioners  appointed 
by  Congress }  you  will,  therefore,  attend  to  the  orders  of  these  gen<* 
tiemen,  as  1  have  no  doubt  they  will  receive  directions  from  Uon« 
gross  for  this  purpose. 

Tho*  ScoU,  Esq ,  member  of  Council  for  WestmoreUnd,  left  this 
some  time  sinee^  a  took  with  him  Bifle  guns  for  the  use  of  youi 
eountv,  but  as  you  don't  mention  the  receipt  of  them,  I  presume 
they  had  not  got  to  hand. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  Humble  serv*. 

Jndorsed, 

To  Colonel  Archibald  Lochry,  Lieutenant  of  Westmoreland 
County. 
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tarmaBier,  oomrnMsaiy  and  paymaster,  to  the  nilitia  of  the  comtifll 
of  BockiDgham,  Angusu,  Rockbridge,  Bottetoart,  Mo&tgomeiiei 
Waekingtoa  k  Gi^enbriar,  in  Virginia  : 

That  the  eommiflsionera  at  Fort  Pitt  be  anthoiised  to  appoint  oft* 
oers  neeessary  for  oommanding  the  bhttaltona  above  mentioned : 

That  General  Washington  be  desired  to  appoint  the  officer  to  take 
the  command  at  Fort  Pitt,  and  that  a  copy  of  the  commissioner's 
letter  be  sent  to  the  General. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

OHA.  THOMSON,  Sao'y. 


Col.  Danibl  Bbodhbad  to  -t*  ^  1778. 

Camp,  Yalley  F^rge,  Hay  2d,  1778. 
Dear  Sir/ 

CoutU  of  Maunt/artj  a  Major,  with  the  Bank  of  Colonel,  in  Gen'I 
Pikskies  Legion,  does  me  the  honor  of  being  the  bearer  hereof. 

I  have  but  litUe  peraonal  aoqaaintaBoe  with  the  Count,  but  the 
high  esteem  in  which  he  seems  to  stand  with  the  first  Gmitlemen  in 
the  Army ;  his  steady  attachment  to  the  cause  of  our  Country,  t 
his  univenal  good  Character  as  an  officer  &  Gentleman,  have  in- 
clined me  to  ti^e  the  liberty  of  recommending  him  to  your  partica- 
lar  notice,  and  hate  not  the  leaat  doubt  but  his  Company  will  do 
Honor,  &  be  very  agreeable  to  every  Gentleman  with  whom  you 
ahaii  be  disposed  to  make  him  acquainted. 

The  Count,  from  his  Merit  &  Address,  was  lately  raised  firofn  thd 
Bank  of  a  Ydunteer,  Lieut.  &  Cap'.,  to  that  above  mentioned. 

I  have  not  the  Honour  to  know  the  particular  Business  of  this 
Gentleman  with  the  Council,  but  be  it  what  it  may,  I  most  sincerely 
wish  to  see  him  served,  being  well  persuaded  he  cannot  ask  an  un- 
xeasonable  thing. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  great  Begard  ft  Esteem, 

your  most  obed'  H'ble  Servt. 

DANIEL  BBODHEAD. 
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OoL,  B.  Flowibr  to  Prbs.  Whabtoxt,  1778. 

York  Town,  2  May,  1778, 
Hoii«  Sir, 

Inclosd  is  a  resolve  of  the  Hon*  Congress  of  yesterday,  '^  recom- 
mending  to  the  several  States  to  empower  the  Executive  authority  of 
such  States,  from  time  to  time,  to  grant  exemptions  from  duty  in  the 
militia,-  to  such  persons  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  employed  in 
manufacturing  of  Mil'  Stores  and  other  Articles  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States/' 

Tour  Hon^  may  be  assured  that  nothing  but  the  Sufferings  of  my 
Department  could  have  induced  me  to  have  troubled  you  again  on 
this  subject,  having  already  had  your  reasons  for  refiiseing  to  grant 
snch  exemptions,  but  the  impossibility  of  procuring  the  Articles  es- 
sentially necessary  for  the  existance  of  our  Army  in  the  Field,  with- 
ont  such  indulgence,  obligd  me  to  make  this  fur&er  application,  and 
should  your  Hon'  think  propper  to  comply  you  may  oe  assured  I 
will  endeavoilr  as  much  as  possible  to  prevent  abases— every  person 
engaged  in  contracts  with  me,  or  any  other  authorised  in  the  Depart^ 
men  twill  have  certificates  for  the  same. 

Col'  Patton,  the  Bearer  hereof^  is  engaged  in  Cantraet  with  me  for 
i  large  quantity  of  Shott  and  Shells,  (part  of  which  he  has  deliverd) 
bat  his  Furnace  being  now  out  of  Blast,  in  consequence  of  his  prin« 
cipal  men  being  taken  out  to  Serve  in  the  Militia,  prevented  his 
complying  or  fulfilling  of  his  Contract,  the  articles  of  which  our 
Army  now  suffer  for,  your  Hon',  therefore,  will  please  to  grant  such 
exemptions  as  shall  finable  him  to  put  his  Furnace  in  Blast,  and 
Gontinue  til  his  Contract  is  finished. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be- 

your  Bon"  most  obed*  Hum.  Ser^ 

.    BENJ.  FLOWER,  Col> 
Com*7  Gen^  Mil.  Stores. 

To  Hifl  Bxoellenoy  Thos.  Wharton,  Esq'.,  Pros'  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pensylvania,  Lancaster. 


Col.  Bich*d  M'Oalbstbb  to  Prbs.  Whartoit,  1778. 

May  2d,  1778. 

Your  Exelencies  Orders  of  the  28th  April  I  this  Moment  Reo'i 
and  sent  Express  orders  to  each  Sub  Lieut,  in  the  County,  in  two 
Howen  after  Beceiving  those,  to  have  them  Complyed  with,  which- 
hope  will  be  done.    This  is  the  Second  Iv*  sent  them  on  this  ooca- 
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sioD,  as  yet  haye  Rec*  no  Return.  I  have  wrote  in  the  moat  prenng 
Terms;  &  hope  to  be  able  to  audce  the  Aetmroi  ia  tiae^  aooexding  to 
order. 

In  the  beg{n\ng  of  those  tmbles  this  Oonnty  was  Ezeeeding  For- 
ward, the  Gratest  Part  of  the  arms  wass  Colected  two  yean  tta^ 
pent  in  the  Hilitia  &  Flying  Camp,  few  Betumed.  We  haye  foond 
from  Expereanoe  that  armes  is  Very  scarce  in  this  Countyi  howeveri 
hope  to  be  able  to  acooont  for  what  there  may  be  Soon;  I  have 
Parohased  a  few  good  arms,  which  will  be  in  the  Betnm.  I  am 
Orately  afraid  Respecting  the  Militia  Turning  oat,  &;  should  he  Ex? 
trcamly  Glad  to  be  instructed  in  which  Might  be  iihe  most  probal 
or  fifectuall  means  to  Carry  this  Point|  as  to  arangins  them  or 
teling  them  the  Enemy  is  in  the  State,  &o.,  and  by  all  Probility  then 
asLstanoe  is  Grately  wanting  &  would  be  of  Infinite  Serviee  EreOi 
that  its  likely  by  one  good£fort  the  Matter  might  be  setiled;  seems 
ondly  by  a  mear  matter  of  Jest  w^  them,  say  they,  we  have  this 
Storey  too  often,  let  the  Standing  army  fight^  we  will  slay  at  home 
&  Rais  bread. 

I  shall  Do  Every  thing  in  my  Power,  which  am  afraid  will  not  bo 
much.    . 

I  am,  S',  with  doe  respect^ 

Tr  Szelenoees  Most  ob*  H>*  S». 

R«  M'OALESTBB. 

Dtreetedf 

His  Ezelency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Sapraim 
Ex}  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 


Rob't  Levbbs  to  V.  P.  G.  Bbtan,  1778. 

Easton,  May  2d,  1778. 

Sir, 

Yonr  Honours  Favor  of  the  23d  April*  I  received  the  26th,  ud 
the  next  day  waited  on  James  Hamilton,  Eeqnire,  in  Company  with 
a  Gentleman,  Mr.  Ball,  Senior  Snrgeon  of  the  Hospital  at  Bethle- 
hem. Agreeable  to  the  Instniotiens  i^ven  me,  and  in  the  preseoce 
of  Mr.  Boll,  I  delivered  to  Mr.  Hamilton  the  open  Letter  oom- 
mitted  to  me  by  Council,  and  acquainted  that  Gentleman,  that,  by 
authority  vested  in  me  by  Council,  I  did  declare  him,  in  the  name 
and  in  behalf  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council^  discharged  and 
nborated  from  his  Parole,  and  ^ven  ^p  to  his  own  unrestrained  dis- 
posal.   I  then  gave  into  the  hands  of  Mr,  Hamilton  his  Farolei 

^  deepage4a& 
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■  • 

dearing  that  he  would  deliver  to  mo  the  Goanter  Writing  in  his 
Poasession.  Mr.  Hamiltoo  seemed  exceedingly  pleased,  and  begged 
I  would  present  his  most  respectful  Compliments  to  Council,  and 
assure  them  he  was  extrettiely  obliged  by  receiving  his  disohargCi  at 
the  same  time  declared^  that  he  nerer  had  any  Counter  writing  in 
his  Possession — ^Tbat  when  Mr.  Dunlap  k  Mr.  Hall  called  on  him, 
by  order  of  Council,  to  take  his  Parole,  he  recttved  n6  Counterpart 
or  Copy  in  Return,  which  he  had  often  regretted. 

Enclosed  I  send  a  true  Copy  of  the  Leter  from  Council  to  Mr. 
Hamilton.  With  this  Gentleman  I  left  a  Copy  of  the  Laws,  and 
8s  he  was  reserved  as  to  the  Nature  of  the  Law  in  point,  I  was  like- 
wise silent.  By  his  Conversation,  I  perceive  he  is  fixed  to  go  to 
Bush  Hill^  and  I  believe  has  by  this  time  sent  a  Servant  to  prepare 
the  wmy.  He  enquired  of  me  how  he  could  obtain  a  Pass;  as  then 
I  had  no  Idea  of  his  intention  to  ffo  to  Bush  Hill,  I  offered  to  grant 
a  Pass ;  but  on  explaining  himsea  I  withdrew  tiie  offer,  being  some- 
thing confused  at  his  design,  having  frequently  heard  it  reported 
that  Mr.  Hamilton  would  take  the  Test.  However,  as  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton comtinued  to  explain  his  Intention,  which  was  to  send  a  Servant 
before  him  to  fit  up  Bush  Hill  for  his  Reception,  I  gave  him  to  un- 
derstand, that  as  a  Magistrate,  I  would  grant  his  Servant  a  Pass  to 
General  Washington's  Head  Quarters,  at  Valley  Forge,  which  he 
iooepted. 

The  Parole  of  Lewis  Gordon,  Esquire,  was  not  enclosed  with  the 
other  Papers  sent  me  by  your  Honor,  but  I  have  acquainted  this  Gen- 
tleman with  my  Commission,  and  he  being  in  a  poor  State  of  Health, 
tnd  seemingly  desirous  of  a  little  delay,  I  have  omitted  formally 
liberating  him  from  his  Parole,  until!  I  shall  receive  from  Council 
the  Paper  signed  by  him,  that  I  may  see  the  Counter  writing  in  his 
Hands.     Mr.  John  Gordon  is  at  present  a  few  miles  from  Easton. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  subscribe  myself, 

Sir,  your  Hono/s  most  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

BOBERT  LEVERS. 

The  Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esquire. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Ball  and  myself  parting  at  Northampton,  he  being  on 
some  necessary  business,  I  shall  take  an  opportunity  to  wait  on  him^ 
and  we  will  jointly  make  a  Memorandum  of  the  Interview  with  Mr. 
Hamilton. 

20* 
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Copy  ot  a  Letter  prom  York  Town,  Mat  8d,  1778. 

I  have  the  pleasnre  of  advisiqg  yon  that  yeaterday  brought  u 
dispatches  from  our  agents  in  Europe^  of  a  most  imp<Hrtant  aqd  &«> 
vonrable  nature  to  these  States.  I  will  not  trouble  your  Elxoelleney 
with  minute  ciroumstaacesi  But  think  it  my  duty  to  advise  you  that 
the  King  of  France,  by  powers  dated  January  dOth,  to  his  Secretary 
of  StatCi  did,  on  February  the  6thy  by  the  said  Secretary,  enter  inle 
one  treaty  of  perpetual  peaoe  and  amity  and  trade  with  the  United 
States :  And  on  the  same  day,  into  anoUier  treaty  of  commerce  with 
said  States.  For  the  present^  I  beg  leave  to  refer  yon  to  the  follow- 
ing extract  of  a  letter  from  Doctor  Franklin,  and  his  colleagues,  as  suf* 
ficiently  indicative  of  the  spirit  of  said  treaties.  *'  Mr.  Gemrd, 
<<  one  of  the  Seeretarys,  came  yesterday  to  inform  ns  by  order  of 
**  the  King,  that  after  long  and  full  consideration  of  onr  tdbm  aud 
'^  propositions  in  Council,  it  was  decided,  and  his  Majesty  was  de- 
"  termined  to  acknowledge  our  independenee,  and  make  a  tieaty 
<^  with  us  of  amity  and  commerce.  That  in  tiiis  treaty  no  adnn* 
^<  tage  would  be  taken  of  our  present  Situation  to  obtatB  terns  frcia 
'^  u^  which  otherwise  would  not  be  convenient  for  na  to  agree  to, 
^^  His  Majesty  desiring  that  the  treaty  once  made  should  be  durable, 
^  and  our  amity  Subsut  for  ever,  which  could  not  be  expected  if 
<<  each  nation  did  not  find  its  interest  in  the  continuance,  as  well  as 
<<  in  the  commencement  of  it :  It  was  therefore  his  intention  that 
<'  the  terms  of  the  treaty  should  be  such  as  we  might  be  williag  to 
'^  agree  to,  if  our  State  had  been  long  since  established,  and  in  the 
'^  fulness  of  Strength  and  power,  and  such  as  we  shall  approve  of 
'^  when  this  time  shall  come.  That  his  Majesty  was  fixed  in  his  de- 
^'  termination  not  only  to  acknowledge,,  but  to  Support  our  indepen- 
^'  denoe  by  every  means  in  his  power.  That  in  doing  this  he  mi^t 
'^  probably  be  soon  engaged  in  war,  yet  he  Should  not  expect  any 
^<  compensation  from  us  on  that  ocoount,  nor  pretend  that  he  acted 
"  wholly  for  our  Sakes,  since  beside  his  real  good  will  for  us  and  oar 
''  cause,  it  was  manifestly  tho  interest  of  France  that  the  power  of 
*'  England  should  be  diminished  by  our  separation  from  it.  The 
^f  only  condition  he  should  require  and  rely  on  would  be  this :  That 
^'  we  in  no  peace  to  be  made  with  Englana  should  give  up  our  In- 
''  dependance,  and  return  to  the  obedience  of  that  Qovernmenf 

Thus  oar  Commissioners.  The  treaty  is  such  as  may  be  ex- 
pected from  such  established  principles,  and  we  may  be  assured  of 
as  determined  a  Spirit  in  other  Courts.  It  now  only  remains  with 
ourselves  to  act  with  Spirit. 

Indorsed, 

1778,  May  3d.     Copy  of  a  letter  from  Jonathan  B.  Smith. 
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Y.  P.  B&TAK  TO  LiBUT.  JoHN  Cabothbbs,  1778. 

LanoMter,  3d  Hav^  1778. 
Sir, 

^  Your  Letter  of  the  28th  Ulto.*  baa  been  ooiundered  in  Coanoil. 
The  raTagea  of  the  Enem  j  Indians  give  great  nneaaineWy  &  the  rather 
aa  rifle  gnna  are  soaroe.  Congress  are,  from  some  strange  fatalitji 
imder  a  neeesaity  to  ask  from  ns  some  Mosqnetts;  this  enables  ns 
to  lay  bold  of  their  rifles  newly  made  here.  Of  these  fifty  more  have 
been  gotten.  They  were  under  some  reserve  for  the  regular  forces 
destined  to  act  against  the  Savages.  Howeveri  they  now  go  to  yon 
with  fifty  mnsqnettSy  depending  that  yon  will  distribute  these  wea- 
pons to  the  best  use.  The  request  you  made  to  the  board  of  w<r  for 
aome  rifles  which  lie  at  Carlisle,  was  supported  by  a  Letter  from 
hence.  No  direct  answer  was  riven ;  but  the  former  parcel  which 
yoa  had  from  hence  was  granted.  The  board  was  also  told  that  their 
grant  of  lead  &  powder  was  ver^  inadequate.  As  the  stores  of  the 
state  have  been  long  since  drained  by  the  demands  of  CongresS| 
GooDcil  has  no  lead,  very  little  gunpowder,  k  that  at  a  distance,  no 
rifles,  nor  flints.  Confess  must  be  urged  again  for  ammunition  & 
it  shall  be  done  immediately.  The  prices  yon  have  given  for  the  20 
rifle  Guns,  purchased  byyou,  is  enormous,  but  £B0  each  is  tooextor* 
tiooate  to  submit  to.     We  have  no  such  rates  here. 

There  is  a  disposition  in  Council  to  satisfy  the  reasonable  claiUM 
of  ihe  people  who  lately  went  out  after  the  81  absconded  Tories,  but 
the  demand  is  veiy  loose  &  general ;  nor  ean  Col.  Bnchannan  give 
it  any  exactness.  It  has  been  wished  that  the  officers  who  led  them 
had  made  out  some  account  of  the  number,  time  &  circunistanoes. 

Aa  to  the  other  point,  whether  Council  would  allow  those  of  the 
Militia  who  might  turn  out  before  their  Classes,  to  be  free  of  fine  when 
tlmr  Olaas  marched,  it  may  be  answered  that  Ma  must  depend  on 
the  words  of  the  act,  not  on  the  will  of  Council.  Indeed,  in  a  case 
where  some  had  f^ed  joining  their  Classes,  indulgence  waa  recom- 
mended upon  their  senring  af&rwards  k  joining  another  Chiss ;  but 
this  did  net  alter  the  law.  The  members  of  Council  took  on  them- 
aelves  the  risque  of  answering  for  it.  You  must  take  care  so  to 
exeeate  the  Law  that  no  real  inconvenience  may  happen.  The  case 
of  the  deserter  is  now  become  difficnlt.  He  ought  to  be  sent  back 
to  Camp,  as  I  think.  The  Court  Martial  sufficient  to  sit  &  properiy 
try  tiie  offence  should  be  formed  in  the  field  by  Militia  on  duty 
thate*  But  the  Militia  now  out  will  probably  very  soon  be  dia- 
auflsedy  without  any  to  sooceed  them,  in  oonaeqnence  of  the  Bnetty 
army  quitting  this  state.  If  he  offer  to  pay  hia  fine  as  a  delinquent 
it  may  be  as  well  to  quit  him. 

General  Mcintosh,  of  Georgia,  an  officer  of  Character,  k  well 
acquainted  with  Indian  war^  is  nsjned  to  the  command  lately  held 

*  Bee  page  447. 
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by  Genl.  Hand.  Part  of  his  troops  have  passed  this  place  npwudB, 
&  as  soon  as  Oenl.  Clinton  goes  off  further  aaustanoe  will  be  aent 
from  the  main  army.  An  effort  against  the  Indian  towns  is  deagnedi 
&  Troops  levying  for  this  purpose. 

There  has  been  so  little  attention  paid  to  the  mode  layed  down  for 
ascertaining  the  blankets  of  their  own  property  taken  out  by  the 
Militia,  ft  thehr  value,  that  it  will  be  expected  that  an  aooonDt  of 
those  losses  be  drawn  up  &  certified  by  the  field  officers,  or  one  of 
them,  who  were  out  with  the  sufferers.  This,  with  proper  attestttioo, 
may  bo  layed  before  the  Committee  of  Assembly  for  aoooants,  ft 
proper  allowance  will  doubtless  be  made. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Y'  very  humble  Serv*. 

G.  B, 
Vice  President. 
Directed, 
To  John  Carothers,  Esquire. 


T.  Matlaok  to  Jambs  HamiltoNi  1778. 

JLanoaster,  May  4, 1778. 
Sir, 

The  enclosed  copy  of  an  order  of  Council,^  of  this  day,  will  show 
the  determination  respecting  your  request ;  the  pass  is  now  sent  to 
Mr.  Levers  according  to  the  order. 

The  law  requires  Uie  inhabitants  to  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  of 
allegiance  to  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  €ounoil  conceive  they  can- 
not grant  to  any  person  a  pass  firom  one  County  to  another  until  the 
same  be  complied  with,  much  less  can  they  think  themselves  justified 
in  granting  a  pass  for  property  to  be  taken  within  Uie  lines  of  the 
enemy,  except  in  the  case  described  in  the  law  for  the  further  seeo- 
rity  of  the  government,  which  I  hope  &  expect  will  never  be  yoon. 

It  would  have  been  indecent  and  very  improper  for  roe  to  have 
supposed  that  you,  on  your  parole  being  delivered  up,  would  ha?e 
hesitated  or  delayed  to  take  the  oath  required  by  law.  No  part  of 
my  conduct  shall,  with  design,  afford  the  least  foundation  for  a  charge 
against  mo  of  want  of  due  respect  to  you. 

I  told  you  in  my  former  letter  that  I  shonld  give  attention  to  your 
request,  and  yon  will  now  see  that  yonr  not  having  received  the  pasees 
which  you  asked  was  not  owing  to  my  having  <<  forgof'f  to  send  tb^ak 
Directed, 

To  James  Hamilton,  £sq'. 

(By  Mat.  Sandham.) 

♦  See  Col.  Eeo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  478. 
t  See  J.  H'f  letter,  on  page  466. 
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FoBK  or  Pass  vob  Jambs  RAunaos,  1778. 

« 

The  Saprexne  BzeoutiTe  Coanoil  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania— ^To  All  concerned  : 

The  bearoTi  James  Hamilton,  Esq',  is  hereby  permitted  to 
pass  into  the  dty  of  Philadelphia,  .and  to  remain  there  not 
exceeding  two  weeks :  it  having  been  represented  to  this  Gonnoil 
that  his  indisposition  of  body  renders  the  advice  and  assistance  of 
.a  Physidan  acquainted  with  his  case,  now  in  that  city,  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  recovery  of  his  health. 

Oiven  under  the  Less  seal  of  the  Commonwealth  at  Lancaster, 
this  fourth  day  of  May,  A.  D.,  1778. 


Col  John  Piper  to  Prbsideih?  Whaeton,  1778. 

Bedford,  May  4th^  1778. 
Sir, 

An  affair  of  the  most  alarming  nature  (and  as  I  believe  altogether 
mprecedented)  has  happened  lately  in  a  Corner  of  this  County,  and 
w*^  I  could  not  think  myself  justifiable  in  not  oommunicating  to  the 
Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  this  State.  'Tis  as 
follows :  a  Number  of  evil  minded  Persons,  to  the  amount  of  thirty 
fire,  (I  think)  having  actually  associated  together,  marched  away 
towara  the  Indian  Country  in  order  to  join  the  Indians,  and  to 
conduct  them  into  the  Inhabitance,  and  there  united,  kill,  burn  and 
destroy  Men,  Women  and  Children. 

They  came  up  with  a  Body  of  Indians  near  or  at  the  Eittanings, 
and  in  conferring  with  them,  they,  the  Indians,  suspecting  some 
design  in  the  white  People,  on  w""*"  one  of  their  Chiefs  shot  one 
Weston,  who  was  the  Ring-leader  of  the  Tories,  and  souIpM  him 
before  the  Rest,  and  immediately  (as  if  Divine  Providence  ever 
attentive  to  Baffle  and  defeat  the  Schemes  and  Measures  of  wicked 
Men,)  the  rest  fied  and  dispersed. 

A  very  considerable  Number  of  the  well  affected  Inhabitants 
having,  as  soon  as  their  combination  and  march  was  known,  pur- 
sued tiiem  and  met  &ve  of  them,  and  yesterday  brought  them  under 
a  strong  Guard  to  the  County  Oaol. 

They  oonfees  their  Crime  and  Intention  of  destroying  both  Men 
and  Property ;  as  these  People  thus  in  open  rebellion  are  so  nume- 
^ms,  there  ia  great  Reason  to  believe  them  as  a  part  of  a  greater 
whole  in  some  dangerous  confederacy  with  the  Common  Enemy 
either  at  Phil^  or  Detroit. 


^ 
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Therefore  it  was  u  well  my  own  OpinioD  aa  that  of  a  Namber  of 
the  Principal  InhaUftanta  met  for  that  purpose,  that  the  Honoiable 
Ooonoil  be  immediately  requested  to  otder  in  their  Wisdom  sneb 
relief  as  may  appear  to  be  most  ezpediont,  dther  in  remoYiog  tbon 
Prisoners  to  some  Place  of  greater  seourity,  or  else  order  OommiB- 
■ioners  for  their  immediate  and  speedy  Trials,  w*^  last  woa'd  be  the 
most  grateful  to  the  Country,  who  are  extremely  inoensed  agiioat 
tliem,  and  think  the  prosecution  wou'd  be  more  easily  efieeted  wbeM 
the  Evidence  is  on  the  spot,  and  perhiq>s  give  an  immediate  Obeok 
to  so  openly  avowed  Rebellion. 

In  the  Oounty  of  Westmoreland,  at  a  little  Fort  caUed  Fert 
Wallace  within  some  sixteen  or  twenty  miles  of  Fort  Lisoneir,  there 
were  nine  Men  killed  and  one  man,  their  CaptP,  wonnded  last  week; 
the  Party  of  Indians  was  very  numerous,  so  that  between  Indius 
(and  the  still  more  savage)  Tories  these  backward  Counties  an  in 
real  distress. 

I  am  8ir^ 

with  the  greatest  respects, 
your  most  obed* 

Hble  ServS 

JOHN  PIPER. 

To  The  Honorable  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun%  Esq^  Premdent  of  the 
Supreme  Ezeoutif e  CounoiL 


Bbigadibb  OEmsRAL  Lacky  to  PfiBBiDSiTT  Whabtov,  17T8. 

Can^  near  Neshamany  BridgCi  York  Boad,  Hay  4th,  1778. 

Sir, 

Hy  Camp  was  surrounded  on  the  morning  of  the  first  Ins*  by  Dsy 
Light,  which  lay  near  the  Crooked  Billet,  with  a  body  of  the  Bnemy, 
who  appeared  on  all  quarters,  my  scouts  had  neglected  the  proceed- 
ing Ni^ht  to  Patrole  the  Beads  as  they  were  ordered,  but  lav  ia 
Camp  till  near  day,  tho  their  orders  were  to  leave  it  by  two  o'Cloek 
in  the  morning;  one  of  the  Parties,  Commanded  by  a  Identenant, 
met  the  Enemy  near  two  miles  from  the  Camp,  but  never  gave  as 
the  alarm,  he  makes  his  excuse  that  he  was  so  near  them  bwore  he 
espyed  them,  that  he  thought  himself  in  danger  of  being  cut  to  p«MS 
by  their  Horse  should  he  fire,  but  sends  off  a  man  to  give  no^ 
that  the  Enemy  were  approaching,  who  did  not  come ;  on  the  die* 
obedience  ft  misconduct  of  this  ft  the  other  officers  of  the  scouts  I 
have  to  lay  my  misfortunes. 
The  alarm  wns  so  sudden  I  had  scarcely  time  to  mount  my  Horn 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1778.  471 

before  tlie  Enemy  was  within  mnaket  shot  of  m j  Qoarten.  I  ob- 
eoryed  that  the  Ftatj  in  my  B^9ar  had  got  into  Houses  &  behind  Penoes, 
their  nnmbera  appearing  nearly  equal  to  mine  I  did  not  think  it 
adyisable  to  attaok  them  in  that  sitoation,  especially  as  another  Body 
appeared  in  my  front  to  the  east  of  the  Billet;  and  not  knowing 
wiuit  numbers  I  had  to  contend  with,  I  thought  it  best  to  open  my 
way  under  cover  of  a  Wood  to  the  left  of  my  Camp  toward  Coll. 
Harts,  for  which  my  little  party  moyed  in  CoiumnSi  the  Baggage 
following  in  the  R^r;  I  had  not  passed  far  before  my  Flanking 
Parties  began  to  change  shot  with  the  Enemyi  I  kept  moving  on  tiu 
I  made  the  Wood|  when  a  party  of  both  foot  &  Horse  came  up  the 
Byberry  Road  and  attacked  my  right  Flank,  the  party  from  the 
Billet  fell  upon  my  Rear,  the  Horse  from  the  rear  of  my  Camp  came 
upon  my  left  flank }  a  Body  of  Horse  appearing  in  my  front,  we 
made  a  stand  in  this  Woods  and  gave  them  some  warm  fires,  which 
forced  them  to  retire;  their  Horse  suffered  considerably^  as  they 
charged  us  and  were  severely  repulsed;  their  strength  gathering 
from  aU  Quarters  I  thought  it  .best  to  move  on,  which  I  did  with  the 
loBS  of  the  Bagga^,  the  Horse  giving  way  in  the  Front  as  we  ad- 
vanced. We  continuedfsklrmishing  for  upwards  of  two  miles,  when 
I  made  a  turn  to  the  left  which  intirely  extricated  myself  from  them, 
I  oame  into  the  York  Road  near  the  Cross  Roads,  and  moved  slowly 
down  towards  the  Billet,  in  hopes  to  take  some  advantage  of  them 
on  that  quarter  where  they  least  ezpeoted  me»  but  I  found  they  had 
retired  toward  the  City ;  my  People  behaved  well,  my  loss  is  upward 
of  thirty  Killed  ft  Wounded,  some  were  Butchered  in  a  manner  the 
most  brutal  savages  could  not  equal,  even  while  living  some  were 
thrown  into  Buckwheat  straw,  and  the  straw  set  on  fire,  the  Clothes 
were  burnt  on  others,  and  scarcely  one  without  a  dozen  of  Wounds 
with  B^onets  &  Cutlasses.* 

The  Enemies  loss  is  not  known,  but  is  currently  reported  one  field 
Officer  is  among  the  sfaun,  we  took  three  of  their  Horses,  five  are  left 
dead  on  the  field,  their  Rkiers  either  killed  or  wounded. 

You  will  observe  in  the  inclosed  return  that  fifty  eight  is  missing, 
the  greatest  part  of  which  I  believe  has  run  homey  the  rest  are  taken 
Prisoners* 

The  times  of  the  Militia  Light  Horse  is  all  expired  and  have  left 
me,  they  have  been  of  infinite  service  to  me,  and  for  which  I  now 
feel  the  loss ;  twenty  Horse  is  better  than  fifty  Foot  to  make  dis- 
covery k  give  intelligence. 

I  remain  with  respect 

your  Ezc^  most  Ob*  H'ble  Serv^ 

JOHN  LACEY,  Jr.,  B.  G. 

Dlrteied. 
On  pubiick  service* 
Hie  Szoell^  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  Lancaster. 

*  Bee  several  depositipits  on  these  facts,  May  14th  and  16th. 
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Jambs  Ksas  to  Sbobbxast  Maii^aok,  1778. 

Sir, 

The  Bearer,  Monfl.  Juliua  Oounfc  Montforti  has  heen  well  reeom* 
mended  to  me  bj  an  aflker  of  good  Credit  in  the  fourth  Regiment 
of  this  State  in  the  Continental  Arm j^  and  as  he  has  oooasion  to 
wait  on  his  Excellency  the  President,  I  think  it  my  Duty  to  giye 
him  a  few  Lines  to  yon. 

He  has  a  Plan,  which  he  wishes  to  lay  before  Conndl,  for  regu- 
lating oar  Militia  so  as  to  make  it  yery  respectable ;  And  as  tb^ 
Honourable  Mr.  Bryan  understands  the  French  Language,  in  which 
the  Plan  is  drawn,  I  take  the  Freedom  to  beg  you  would  introduce 
Count  Montfort  to  that  Gentleman. 

I  am,  with  much  respect, 

Sir, 

your  most  humble  Sery*, 

JAMBS  READ* 

Beading,  May  4^  1778. 

Directed. 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esquire,  Secretary  to  the  Government  of 
PennBylyania,  at  Lancaster. 


COBNBLIUS  SWBBRS  TO   PbBS'T  WhARTON,  1778. 

Lebanon,  May  4th,  1778. 
Sir, 

In  ezamiAing  the  Stores  at  Allen  Town,  I  met  with  sundry  Casks 
and  Boxes  said  to  pontain  a  quantity  of  Sail  Duck,  under  the  care  of 
(kptain  Joseph  Stiles ;  As  we  are  in  great  and  immediate  want  of 
ihiB  artide  for  the  use  of  the  Continent,  I  applied  to  Cant.  Stiles  for 
the  same,  who  informed  me  that  it  was  the  property  of  this  State  and 
oonld  not  be  delivered  without  an  order  from  the  Hon*  ConnciL 

I  shall  be  very  happy  if  your  Honor  would  be  pleased  to  grant 
an  order  for  the  same,  it  being  wanted  for  covers  for  ammunition 
Wi^^ns,  Oil  Cloths  for  spreading  Ammunition  to  air,  and  manv 
other  purposes,  as  ordered  by  his  ExoeUency  Gkn.  Washington.  It 
shall  either  be  replaced  as  soon  as  we  can  get  a  supply  of  the  same 
sort  from  New  England,  paid  for  immediately  at  whatever  price  it 

*  See  CSolon.  Bee,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  487. 
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cost,  or  carried  to  the  Credit  of  this  State,  at  the  option  of  Council. 
I  homblj  request  a  compliance  and  a  speedy  answer. 

Am  with  due  respect 

your  Honor's  most 

Obed't  Hum*  Serv*, 

CORNEL'S  SWEERS. 

Dep'y  Com'y  Gen.  M.  Stores. 

Directed, 

The  Hon*  President  of  the  Supreme  Ezeontiye  Council  for  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  Lancaster. 


BRia.  Gen.  Ant'y  Waynb  to  P&bsidbnt  Wharton,  1778. 

Mount  Joy;  4th  May^  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

Enclosed  is  the  Return  of  the  thirteen  Reg'ts  belonging  to  the 
State  of  Penns%  the  chief  part  of  those  Returned  sick  present^  is  for 
"Want  of  Clothing,  b^ing  too  naked  to  appear  on  the  Paradci  cor 
officers  in  particular  are  m  a  most  wretched  condition. 

I  know  it  must  be  Distressing  to  your  Excellency  to  hear  so  many 
Repetitions  of  our  wants,  but  what  ever  pain  it  may  give  you  I  hourly 
experience  more  from  viewing  the  [Distress  of  worthy  fellows,  who 
are  Conscious  of  Meriting  some  attention,  they  unhappily  think  any 
change  will  be  for  the  better,  and  top  many  have  therefore  Risqued 
Desertion,  the  Enclosed  order  has  lately  put  some  atop  to  it,  &  had 
we  Clothing,  I  am  Confident  we  should  not  have  one  man  to  Desert 
where  we  now  have,*  *  *  » 

Indanemeni, 

1778,  lecM  6th  May,  from  Brigadier  General  Wayne. 

*  Sig.  and  a  portion  of  the  letter  cut  off. 
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Pbtbb  Db  Baybn  to  Exboutivk  Goonoil,  1778. 

V 

To  tbe  Hon^«  the  Execative  Goimoil  of  the  Gommonw*^  of  Pen- 
gjlfania. 

Genllemen^ 

The  Homble  Petition  of  Peter  De  Haven  Sheweth^ 

Thai  your  Petitioner  was  about  two  years  ago  appointed  by  the  late 
CouBcil  of  Safety,  oontraeting  snperintendant  of  your  gun  &otoryi 
and  bis  wages  at  this  time  not  being  any  ways  eqoal  to  the  expenses 
he  is  obliged  to  be  at,  your  petitioner  would  be  maoh  obliged. to  yon 
if  yon  in  year  wisdom  should  think  proper  to  raise  tbe  same  or  allow 
him  some  part  of  said  Bxpences  and 

yonr  Petitioner  will  oyer  pray. 

PETEB  DE  HAVEN- 

Hommelstown^  May  4th;  1778. 
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Bbturit  or  iHi  Troops  fkoh  thb  Stati  ot  Pshnstlyasia, 


BEGIMENTS. 
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BT    WHOM 
OOMMANDIJ). 


Odo.  Ghftmbenk 

do  Bieken. 

do  Craig. 
Lt.  Col.  Satkr, 
Colo.  Johnson. 
Lt  Cd.  Htrman. 
Colo.  Irwin. 

do  Broadhead. 

do  Rio«  Butler. 

do  Nagle. 

do  Hampton. 

do  Coora. 

do  Stewarts. 


Total. 


Sick  present. 
Siok  absent. 
On  Fnrloagb. 
Beoroiting. 
Yaoaats. 
On  Oooini'd. 
Prisoners  of  War. 


OmOSBS  pBXSZm   FIT  FOB    1)DTT: 
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ROW  a  XHB  SlBVIOB  07  THB  UnICBI)  StATIS  OT  AlOi&IOA. 
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75 

105 

98 

150 
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104 

51 

87 
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520 
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WantiDg  to    AlteratioDS  ^oe  iaat     j 
Oofopleate.  ""  ' 
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13 
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Th«  above  is  a  Betarn  of  the  Strength  &  State  of  the  Betpeotive 
Bepments  belonging  to  the  State  of  Penns'a,  as  they  now  stand. 

damp  at  Moont  Joy,  this  4th  Day  of  May,  1778. 

ANTH'Y  WATNB,  B.  G. 
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Lt.  Sam'l  Huntbr  to  Pbbsidbnt  Whaktok,  1778. 

Fort  Augusta,  5ih  May,  1778. 
sir, 

Agreeable  to  orders  of  Conncil  I  here  inclose  jon  the  Retoms  and 
Strength  of  the  four  Battalions  of  this  County  Militia,*  I  beg  to  be 
Excused  for  not  having  the  Eeturns  made  to  you  sooner  but  it  mu 
not  in  my  Power  or  it  should  be  done,  the  fifth  Class  of  the  Militia 
that  was  doing  Duty  on  the  Frontiers  has  serted  their  two  mondig, 
and  the  People  expects  the  Sixth  Class  to  march  there  Imadietly,and 
has  ^rote  me  in  case  they  have  no  men  Stationed  on  the  West 
Branch  above  Muncy^  they  will  move  their  familys  and  leave  it 
intirely,  which  will  be  a  means  of  Breaking  up  that  Settlement. 

I  would  have  Ordered  out  the  Sixth  Class  to  Relieve  the  fifth  that 
was  there  but  could  get  no  meat  to  Buy,  that  they  could  sabaist 
uppon  nor  indeed  oouul  not  have  furnished  the  fifth  class  that  served 
there  only  for  some  Beef  &  pork  Bought  by  CoL  Hugh  White  for 
the  Continental  Stores,  and  when  that  was  done  there  was  no  more 
to  be  had  to  Buy  in  this  County,  as  for  flower,  there  can  be  as  mach 
had  as  would  do  the  Sixth  Class  for  two  months. 

By  some  accounts  lately  from  Bedford  County  the  Frontiers  there 
is  very  much  alarmed  at  this  present  time,  by  a  party  of  Inditns 
that  'said  was  Discovered  at  the  Kittaning,  about  thirty  miles  above 
fort  Pitt,  and  in  case  this  news  proves  true,  the  sixth  Class  of  this 
Coutty  Militia  must  be  ordered  on  the  Frontiers  at  all  Events,  if 
we  should  bring  Provisions  up  the  River  from  Lancaster  Coun^  to 
supply  them  only  for  one  month  at  least,  I  have  Ordered  out  part 
of  Col.  John  Kellys  Battalions  to  do  Duty  in  Penns  Yally  for  two 
months  and  they  are  found  Provisions  by  a  Contractor  in  Cumber- 
land  County. 

I  am 

your  Bxcelenoys 

most  Obedient 

and  Very  Humb*  Serv* 

SAM'L  HUNTER,  Lieu*. 

Direciedj 
To  his  Excellencys  Tho*  Wharton,  President 

*  Not  found  with  the  letter. 
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.  Council  to  Col.  M'Oalbstbb,  1778. 

JnOouncil, 

Lanoaateri  May  Sth,  1778. 
Sir, 

Teaterday  yoar  letter  of  the  2'  Ins^  was  left  at  my  House  aocom- 
panied  by  four  others  whioh  were  all  found  on  the  Road,  I  believe 
not  hr  from  York  Town,  all  unopened  except  that  for  me;  as  they 
are  directed  (all  but  one)  to  the  Sub  lieutenants  of  your  County  I 
presume  they  are  from  you,  I  shall  therefore  send  them  with  this  to 
Col.  Kay  to  be  forwarded,  this  accident  may  prove  injurious  unless 
you  tooK  the  precaution  to  send  Copies  of  your  Letters  to  those 
Gentlemen,  which  I  wish  you  upon  all  publiok  business  to  do.  I 
hope  soon  to  receive  the  return  of  your  Battalions  to  enable  Council 
to  form  some  judgment  of  the  number  of  Militia  in  your  County^ 
and  notwithstanding  the  appearance  of  backwardness  in  them  for 
some  time  past,  yet  I  hope  with  the  continuance  of  your  exertionsj 
i  the  neoessitv  which  must  appear  to  themselves  of  making  one 
jnanly  effort  with  the  Continental  Troops,  clear  the  Land  of  the 
Enemy  that  they  will  be  induced  to  take  the  Field  with  alacrity. 
I  hope  however  when  they  hear  of  the  Treety  that  is  made  with 
France  &  that  our  independence  is  aoknowleged  by  that  Nation  k 
will  be  followed  by  many  other  Powers  in  Europe,  that  then  no 
hesitation  will  appear  on  their  parts  to  assist  in  preserving  that 
Uessing.  Hand  bills  were  printed  containing  the  head  of  the  intelli- 
gencer r^*  from  France,  one  of  which  I  send  ror  your  perusal,  but  the 
next  Paper  will,  I  expect,  contain  more  substantial  inteUigeiioe,  I 
am  pleased  you  have  made  a  purchase  of  some  arms  &  must  request 
you  to  endeavor  to  add  to  the  number. 

I  am 

Sir,  your  very 

Hum.  Serv* 

DirecUdj 
To  Col.  Kchard  M^Calester  of  York  Co^. 
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CotJNcmi  TO  Oapt.  Jobbph  SkliBi  1778. 


Sir, 


Li  06ii!iiQi], 

Lanoaster,  May  6, 1778. 


GornelioB  Sweer,  BtKI*i  ^-  ^'  ^'  ^-  S^o^^  &^  Lebaaoni  requests 
Council  woald  lend  or  sell  him,  for  tbe  publiok  use,  a  qnuittty  of 
Sail  Dttok  belonging  to  this  State,  now  in  joar  possession.  Altlio' 
it  is  not  known  how  soon  the  State  may  want  it,  jet  being  desirong 
to  serve  the  Publick,  Council  have  consented  to  sell  what  the  Com* 
missaiy  may  have  occasion  for — ^reserving  10  or  twelve  pieces,  which 
perhaps  we  may  soon  need — at  the  price  of  twenty  shillings  ^  T' 
tor  the  best,  or  N*lr— and  one  sHilung  ^  y'  less  for  each  rismg 
Number. 

Tou  will  therefore  please  to  deliver  the  Back  to  that  Genfleman 
or  order — make  out  the  account  fo^  the  same  &  reoeiye  the  Honey, 
which  I  beg  you  to  take  the  trouble  to  send  by  a  good  opportunity 
to  David  Rittenhouse,  Bsq.,  Treasurer  to  this  state. 

If  you  have  not  already  rec'  directions  from  CounoQ  to  employ  a 
Number  of  women  to  make  into  shirts,  all  the  Linen  in  your  posses* 
sion  fitt  for  this  purpose,  I  beg  you  to  do  it  without  delay,  and  ftnv 
ward  them  to  this  Dorough  as  soon  as  made  up,  as  the  soldiers  are 
in  great  want  of  them. 

I  tm,  with  respect,  S*, 

your  very  Hum.  Ser*. 
DirecUdf 
To  Gaptun  Joaeph  Stiles,  NorthanptoL 


CoiTVOiL  TO  General  WASHiKaTOK,  1778. 

In  Goundl, 

Lanoaster,  May  5, 1778. 

Sir, 

Altho'  Tour  Excellency's  letter  of  the  26th  of  April'*'  has  been 
repeatedly  under  consideration  of  this  Council,  and  measures  have 
been  taken  to  obtain  an  aooount  of  the  arms  fit  for  service  belongiog 
to  the  state,  we  have  not  yet  been  able  to  ascertain  it;  but  we 
have  reason  to  fear  that  the  number  will  be  greatly  short  of  what  we 
bould  wish ;  perhaps  three  thousand  are  as  many  as  we  oan  expect 
to  procure.  The  smallness  of  this  number  is  owing  to  various  causes ; 
among  which  that  of  the  Militia  kaving  their  arms  at  Gamp  from 

«Page446. 
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time  to  time  is  a  oapitid  one;  and  perbape  the  improper  behaviour 
of  the  men  in  thfoWisg  them  away,  nuiy  be  another.  It  ia  probable 
there  may  be  a  oonsiderable  namber  belonging  to  individuals ;  but 
I  have  little  reason  to  h<^  that  these  can  be  had  in  the  field  otherwise 
than  in  the  hands  of'  their  owners,  many  of  whom,  we  hope,  and 
expect,  will  be  indnoed,  upon  a  decisive  occasion,  to  join  yonr  Exoel- 
lencj'B  army,  whenever  they  shall  be  called  npon,  whether  it  may 
happen  to  be  ikneix  tour  of  duty  or  not.  Less  than  three-  weeks  can- 
not be  thoa^t  of  for  the  parpoee  of  collecting  a  considerable  body 
of  AOlitia  in  this  state.  The  veiy  great  number  of  car  people 
employed  as  tradesmen,  &o.,  in  the  variona  branches  of  Continental 
baueBS,  and  the  exemptions  earnestly  solicited  by  Congress  for  them , 
Must  necessarily  weaken  onr  Militia  exceedingly ;  the  more  minutely 
this  matter  is  enquired  into,  the  more  this  will  appear  to  be  the  case. 
The  aeason  of  the  year,  and  the  difficulty  of  hiring  labourers,  renders 
the  presence  of  the  farmer  at  his  own  home  indispensibly  necessary. 

Tour  Excellency  may  have  observed,  that  the  term  of  s^vice  for 
whieh  the  Pennnlvania  Militia  may  be  retained  in  service,  is  two 
months.  Kis,  as  the  Laws  at  present  stand,  cannot  be  lengthened 
without  their  Consent ;  a  dffioult  business  in  its  nature.  I  find  by 
the  experience  of  this  hut  year,  that  for  the  ordinsry  servioe  Militia  can 
not  be  depended  on.  The  first  olasses  of  several  Coooties  were  large 
ft  filled  with  the  most  reputable  freeholders :  but  those  lately  drawn 
out,  have  shrunk  to  mere  Companies.  This  proceeds  from  the  abler 
people  submitting  to  a  fine,  &  tlxe  disuse  of  substitution.  Should  the 
calls  for  the  Militia  in  the  ordinary  way  continue,  It  is  very  olear, 
that  Governor  Livingston's  proposal  must  be  adopted  here,  Yia^  ^ 
establish  state  forces  for  this  service  under  state  enlistments,  in  order 
that  the  husbandman  may  pursue  his  labour  at  home,  &  raise  sup- 
plies for  the  army. 

I  beg  leave  to  congratulate  Y'  Excels  on  the  arrival  of  M'  Peane, 
ft  the  great  tydings  he  has  borne  to  Congress ;  &  have  the  honour  to 
be,  with  great  respect^  Bir, 

Your  most  obed' 

&  very  hum«  Serv*. 

Indorsed. 
To  his  Excellency,  General  Washington. 
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Oadbr  of  Council  to  SuraxTOOBfi  of  Boaim^  17T8. 

la  Coandlj 

Lanoteiar,  May  7|  1778. 

Whereas  OcnnplaiBts  are  made  to  Coaneil  that  the  Boada  &  Hidh 
waja  in  ihia  State  axe  roitioaay  &  in  many  parte  almost  impaamUd 
for  Want  of  being  repaired  ft  amended  as  the  Law  requires,  irherebj 
Travellers  are  impeded  in  their  JonrnieS|  private  BosineflB  obsiroctn 
k  the  publiok  snppliea  for  the  Army  delayed,  &  their  Operatieni  ia 
Panger  of  being  diaappointed|  to  the  great  Seandali  I>Btrimeat  ft 
Danger  of  this  Commonwealth|  &  the  manifest  Injury  of  the  GofflBOA 
Cause  of  Amerioa : 

These  are  therefore  to  require  ft  command  aU  Superviaois  of  the 
Beads  ft  Highways  within  this  State,  without  Vtil  or  Loss  of  l^flM^ 
to  proceed  to  the  Beparation  ft  Amendment  of  the  Boadsyft  to  enjoin 
upon  all  Bibgistrates  ft  ethers  oonoemed;  to  exert  themaelvesia 
tnakieg  presentments  of  Defeots  ft  Nusaneesin  the  premises  or  to  ths 
Quarter  Sessions  of  the  peaoe  of  the  respective  CounUesi  or  to  proMp 
oute  &  otherwise  proceed  against  all  deficient  Township  ft  Supe^ 
visors  aceerdiiig  to  Law,  that  they  may  be  punished  in  such  Hanoer 
as  their  N«^leet  shall  require. 

By  Older  of  OoundH.* 

Jmdorted 

To  the  fiopervisors  of  the  roads  and  highways. 


Col.  Ad'w  Boyd  to  T.  Matlaok,  1778. 

Sadsbury,  May  7th,  1778. 
Sir, 

In  Febu  last  I  was  favord  with  a  Letter  from  you,  desireiqg  a 
return  to  be  made  to  Council  of  the  number  of  Arms  in  my  pos- 
session, I  then  immediately  oomply'd  with  your  orders,  and  in  a 
letter  adresd  to  you,  I  informd  that  the  number  of  Ouns  was  veiy 
inconsiderable,  and  yesterday  I  recievd  the  most  pressing  orders  of 
the  same  nature,  Signd  bj  the  Hono*  the  Vice  rresident.  In  obe- 
dience to  his  command  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  I  have  no 
more  than  Ten  Muskets  oompleat  in  my  possession,  and  they  sro 
not  more  than  that  number  of  private  property  in  my  Distriot 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  VoL  XI.»  p.  481- 
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Last  BeuOn  the  MUitia  look  all  That  I  gM  pottii&I j  oolite!  ^  pnhHo 
&  pnvate  property,  wbteh  was  always  detaind  in  Campy  whea  their 
Tour  of  Daty  was  over.  They  Tories  in  the  lower  end  of  this 
County  are  well  supplyd  with  Armsi  as  I  lately  told  you^  imd  in 
learning  the  Military  Exersise. 

iTesterday  I  sent  the  return  ef  this  Batalion,  which  hope  yon 
hare  reo^— i  wod  haTo  sent  it  sooner,  bul  oweing  to  the  delay  of  the 
men  I  ordered  to  make  tne  the  return. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  the  utmost  respect, 

Your  very  Humib.  Serv^« 

ANFW  BOYD,  Lti 

Dirtetedf 

Seeretary  Timothy  Matlaok,  Esqr.,  Lamcaster. 


Council  to  M^.  Obn.  Grbbne,  1773. 

In  Council,  Lancaster,  May  7, 1778. 
Sir, 

The  sreat  and  repeated  complaints  which  are  made  by  the  people, 
whose  Wagjjgons  have  been  in  the  pnbliok  Service,  compels  us  to 
mention  this  subject  to  you.  It  is  said,  that  when  the  accounts  of 
these  people  are  settled|  they  receive  only  certificates,  expressing  the 
Sums  due  to  them  instead  of  their  money  \  this  has  had  a  very  mis- 
chievous eflect,  by  rendering  the  Service  disagreeable  ko  the  people, 
in  ooQsequenoe  of  which  force  becomes  necessary  to  compel  them 
into  it,  which  not  only  encreases  the  dislike  k  sours  the  minds  of  the 
people,  but  is  also  attended  with  a  very  considerable  expence,  which 
is  a  dead  loss  to  the  publick. 

The  earnest  de^re  we  have  to  do  every  thing  which  tnay  tend  to 
bring  forth  the  whole  Strength  of  this  State,  in  aid  of  the  common 
eausoi  induces  us  to  solicit  your  attention  to  ihete  eomplaints,  from 
a  firm  peiBuasion  that  you  have  undertaken  the  Quarter  Master  De- 
partment with  a  resolution  of  removing  every  just  ground  of  com- 
plaint, as  well  as  every  false  pretence  which  may  have  been  used  to 
countenance  the  disaffected  in  their  mtwillingness  to  serve  the  United 
Sutes. 

» 

Major  General  Greene,  at  Head  Quarters. 
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Pbbs.  of  Conoress  to  Prbs,  Whabton,  17T8. 

York  ToWD,  8th  May,  1778, 
Sir, 

Sinoe  my  last  of  tbe  4tli  Inst.,  I  have  had  the  honor  of  presenting 
Your  Ezoellenoy's  favor  of  that  date  to  Congress,  which  was  then 
Committed,  part  to  the  Tieasnry  &  part  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
iffiurs. 

This  will  be  accompanied  by  several  Copies  of  Pennsylvania  Oa- 
xette,  containing  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the  6th  Inst.,  announcing 
loch  parts  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris  of  the  6th  Ffeb'ry,  as  Congresa 
jndgD  neccesary  for  public  information,  &  government  in  particular 
CsM.  On  Tuesday  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  an  Ad* 
dress  to  the  people,  now  in  press. 

I  am  with  very  great  regard, 

Sir,  your  ExceUeoo/s  Obedient 

&  humble  Serv^. 

HENRY  LAURENS, 

President  of  Congress.* 

His  Excellency  Tho".  Wharton,  Esquire,  President,  Pennsylvania. 


Abthub  Buchanan  to  Gbobqb  Stbwabt,  1778. 

Old  Town,  Juniata,  May  9th,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  this  moment  irec*  by  Bob*  Moor  Express,  a  Letter  from  Gan^ 
Bell,  stattooed  at  Banld  Eagle,  which  informs  me  that  Simon  Vaugh, 
one  of  his  Company,  was  killed  on  the  8th  Instant,  at  the  house  of 
Jones  Davis,  upon  Bald  Eagle  Creek.  Bob  Moor  being  sent  off  Ex- 
tras to  inform  me  of  what  had  happened,  who,  as  he  came  throng^ 
Penns  Valley,  stoped  at  the  house  of  Jacob  Stanford  to  feed  his 
hoTBc,  where  he  found  said  Stanford  killed  Likewise,  &  seeing  no 
person  about  the  house,  he  imediatly  took  horse  &  rode  off.  We  are 
likdy  to  be  In  great  Distress,  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  have  fled 
Down  here,  &  more  are  on  the  way.  I  sent  Six  men  as  Bpyes  to 
the  Eittaning,  one  of  whome  only  returned,  who  says  they  Were 
bed  upon  by^  IQO  Indians,  &  ho  only  escaped.  Sir,  please  send  by 
Sxpress  to  liieutenant  Carothers  for  a  supply  of  amunition  &  armS| 
rifles  only  wiU  Do,  to  endlde  us  to  iniJi:e  a  Stand  against  these  S»* 

*  See  Colon.  Beo.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  487. 
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vage  enemies.    All  the  armfl  &  amnnition  I  have  sent  np  to  the 
Qoaid^  at  SinkiDg  Spring  Valley  ft  Bald  Sagle. 

I  am,  Sir^  your  H.  S^ 

ARTHUR  BUCHANAN. 
to  Oeorge  Stewart,  Esqr., 
a  Sttb  UeQtenaat  of  Gnmberland  Conniy. 


BoBS&T  LsvsES  TO  I.  MAnACK,  BfiQ't  1778b 

Easton;  Hay  10ih|  1778. 
Sir, 

On  the  Sixth  Instant  I  reeeiyed  by  H.  Sandhaxn,  a  Copy  of  aa 
Order  of  Coancil|  with  a  Pass  for  Mr.  Hamilton,  also  two  Packets; 
WUling  to  oblige,  as  I  knew  Mr.  Hamilton's  nsnal  Terror,  npon  the 
oanoerons  appearance  he  is  so  subject  to,  I  immediately  went  to  him, 
He  haying  signified  lo  me  by  Letter  he  was  aazio«s  to  know  the 
contents  of  the  Pass.  He  obasryed,  the  Time  limited  for  his  Con- 
tinnance  in  Philadelphia  was  so  short,  that  considering  his  Age  aad 
Infirmities,  undertaking  such  a  Journey,  would  be  rather,  bethought, 
prejudicial  to  his  Health'  I  really  felt  concerned  for  bun.  He  de- 
sired, when  I  wrote  to  Council,  that  I  would  mention,  as  the  symp- 
toms of  his  disorder  were  rather  fayorable,  he  wond  decline  the 
Journey  at  present;  and  if  he  fbond  himself  under  a  necessity  of 
taking  adyice,  he  woud  comply  with  the  Bequisites  of  Council,  and 
send  to  me  for  the  Pass.  I  beg  you  will  please  to  giye  this  infor- 
mation to  Conoell,  and  be  assured  I  vemahii 

Bir,  your  most  obliged 
.    .  HumUe  S«ryant, 

ROBERT  LEVERS. 


.  Oa  PiUio  SerriiW-^To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esquke,  Saorotarj  of 
Ibe  GonuMDWwltii  of  Fennsylyania,  Laacaster, 


Ls*  Frkp*  HiQKxa  ix>  Pam.  Whakton,  1778. 

AUentowPi  the  11th  May,  1778, 
May  it  please  Your  GxeeUeicyi 

Aocei^g  to  Tour  Bzeelleney  and  Oomcil  kst  Bequesti  datsl 
the  Sffith  Apri},  I  haye  diligently  eaainliiad  aad  inquired  inte»  M 
bMre  not  beea  aUe  untill  This  Day,  to  pye  a  true  and  Bxael  Ae- 
•MUit  what  Arms,  &«.,  are  now  in  my  poaaesnon,  ft  how  many  Asu 
ft  can  be  properly  Bepaired  by  the  20th  of  this  month  :  Which  is 
as  follows: 
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In  my  poneuhn  in  Store. 

800  Mnekets  &  BajonetSi  Soabbords. 
550  Bayonet  Belts. 
750  Gartouch  Boxes. 

45  Shott  Pouches  &  18  Powder  Horns. 
400  Knap  &  Havre  Sacks^  nev. 

75  Blanketts. 

25  Tent  Cloths. 
140  Camp  Kettles. 

In  John  Tykr'i  posaesHoUj  in  good  Repair, 

SlBlfflflik 

WiU  he  readff  tb4  20<&  Majf. 

150  Musketts  k  Bayonets,  from  J.  Tyler. 
150    ditto.  ditto.  B.  Cowell. 

This  nanaber  of  Arms^  &c.,  may  depended  npoUi  all  In  good  Re- 
pair, and  shall  endeavottr,  if  possible,  to  exceed  the  above  numberi 
us  both  Mr.  Tyler  &  Cowell  have  promised  to  deliver  more  masketS| 
as  I  have  mentionedj  because  it  is  difficult  to  gett  the  Scabbords  fo^ 
the  Bayonets  finished.  I  have  Three  Saddlers  now  Em  ploy 'd  and 
will  not  leave  a  Stone  unturned|  to  serve  my  Country  and  Your  Ez- 
oellenoy  &  Council. 

I  am  with  the  atmoal  esteem, 

^  Your  Exoellency  most  obedient 

and  most  Humble  Serv*. 

FBIEDEBICK  HAONER,  Sub  Lieut. 
Directed. 

.   To  Thopias  Whaxtoq,  junr.,  Esqr.^  President  of  the  Executive 
Connefl,  at  Lancaster. 


Abthur  Buohakan  to  Lt.  John  Ca&othbrs,  1778. 

Kishaooquillas,  11th  May,  1778. 
I>Sir, 

I  have  this  Momeol  reietvied  Intelligence  by  Express  from  Major 
Miles,  in  Pen's  Valley,  that  the  Indians  continue  to  murder  Mftt» 
Womevsnd  ChiI4rea,  on  a«r  Frontienj  last  Friday,  Jacob  Btan- 
fcfdybis  Wa&  ap^  Daughter,  were  inhumanly  Idlleid  and  scaled, 
«oi  tiis  S(m^  a  l^A  of  t^  or  eleven  years  of  age,  is  yet  missingr 
Ihfr  fix]^r«ss  infom^  me  that  the  Savages  ravidge  all  Parts  of  our 
FrOAtiera  jn  a  very  p]3^)i9  Manner.  I  need  mention  Nothing  to  you 
ef  tbe  X<mes|  aa  they  meet  with  too  much  Enooarsgement  to  cease 
from  theit  barbarous  Practices.    I  dont  mean  to  blame  you,  but 
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rather  myself  and  others,  who  do  not  pat  it  oat  of  their  Power  to 
iDJare  as,  as  fast  as  we  eatch  them ;  my  Zealj  for  my  Country's 
Interest  would  prompt  me  to  this,  which,  if  I  can  obtain,  pray  order 
me  to  draw  my  Sword.  All  I  want  is  to  have  Jostioe  done  to  ill 
Men,  to  have  Villains  tried  for  their  Offences;  but  it  is  well  known 
that  this  is  not  the  Case,  for  instance  Shelly,  and  others  I  can  tell 
yon  of  when  we  meet.    I  shall  insist  on  this  no  farther. 

I  expect  that  you  will  assist  us  with  Arms  and  Amunition,as  I  now 
stand  in  Need  of  four  hundred  Weight  of  Powder  and  Lead,  equi- 
valent, and  likewise  with  one  hundred  good  Rifles,  if  possible.  We 
are  in  a  very  distressed  Situation  at  present,  but  I  expect  yon  will 
/consider  our  Condition  &  do  all  in  your  Power'to  aid  us.  I  have  taken 
the  Sentiments  of  my  Battalion,  and  they  are  briefly  these :  If  the 
Lieutenants  of  the  County  will  send  us  the  Assistance  of  a  few  Men 
with  Arms  and  Ammunition,  we  will  march  immediately  into  the 
Indian  Country  and  attack  their  Towns,  which  will  be  the  most 
effectual  Method  of  calling  them  from  our  Frontiers.  We  also  think 
it  very  necessary  that  Commissaries  be  appointed  to  raise  Provision, 
and  Pack  Horses  provided  to  convey  it  to  the  Assistance  of  oar  little 
Camp.  As  the  Safety  of  this  State,  from  our  savage  Enemy,  in  a 
great  Measure  on  our  being  able  to  stand  our  Oround,  it  is  hoped  we 
will  meet  with  suitable  Encouragement  and  all  necessary  Assistance. 

The  Express  will  assist  in  bringing  over  the  Arms  and  Amnni- 
tion,  if  they  are  ready.    I  hope  you  will  reward  him  for  his  trouble. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  all  Respect, 

your  very  Humb.  Sv*. 

ARTHUR  BUCHANAN. 

Directed^ 
To  John  Carothers,  Esqr.,  Lutanant  for  Cumbarknd  County. 


P&xsiDBNx  ojr  CoKQBBSS  TO  Prbsident  Wharton,  1778. 

York  Town,  11th  May,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  Tour  Excellency  on  the  8th. 

Tour  Excellency  will  receive  with  this,  several  CofMes  of  an  Ad- 
dress by  Congress  under  the  9th  Inst.,  to  the  Inhabitants  of  these 
United  States,  which  Congress  request  may  be  dispersed  as  generally 
and  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  that  the  Clergy  should  be  supplied 
with  Copies ;  this  may  render  it  neeessary  to  employ  the  press  agaia 
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io  aaeh  State.    Tour  Szeellenoj  will  jodge,  &  order  what  shall 
appear  neoeoBary  ia  thk;  ' 

I  have^he  honour  to  be,  with  great  Esteeniy 

*  Bit,  joTtt  EieelleacT's  moat  obedient 

Humble  Seryanty 

HENRY  LAUBENS* 

President  of  Congreaa. 

Three  Proolamaiions  bji  Congress  are  also  inclosed,  dated  9  May. 

His  Ezoelleney  Thoaiaa  Wharton,  Esqoiie,  President  of  Pennsyl- 
Tania. 


Pkes'x  Whartok  to  Major  Gw.  Armstroko,  1778. 

Lancaster,  May  11th,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 

Oount  M<mtfort  has  bestowed  some  pains  in  laying  a  plan  to  r^golate 
ft  trnn  the  Militia  of  the  State,  so  as  to  make  them  still  more  nsefol 
than  tkey  have  been,  whieh  plan  this  Gentleman  has  communieated 
to  me;  at  a  time  less  embarrassing,  on  .many  aeeounts,  than  the 
present,  some  re^pIaUons  miffht  be  proper,  and  new  sohemes  adopted 
bat  aach  a  transitiott  aa  womd  take  pkea  in  the  scheme  proposed, 
would  I  am  petswaded  be  prodaeti?e  of  the  most  destmotiTe  conse^ 
qoeiioes  to  this  State,  &  this  I  hare  hinted  to  the  Ooont,  being 
nevefrthelefls  obliged  to  him,  or  to  any  other  Ghentleman  for  proposals 
whi^  may  tend  to  our  care  and  security.  I  have  taken  the  liberty 
to  introduoe  him  to  you  that  you  may  converse  on  the  subject  together, 
for  aa  his  sole  view  is  for  the  publiok  good,  he  perhaps  may  throw 
out  some  hints  whieh  may  be  very  useful  for  the  ofliosra  of  the  militia 
tQ  fdopt^  OTen  under  the  present  regulation. 

I  am  with  great  respect 

lySir, 

your  very  Bum.  Servant. 
Directed^ 

Major  Qen.  Armstrong. 

*  See  Col.  Ree.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  467. 
21* 
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Gbn.  WAfiHiNaTOK  TO  Pbbs't  Whartov,  1778. 

Head  Quarters^  Yalley  Forge^  May  llth^  1778. 
Sir, 

I  was  duly  Honored  with  your  fayonr  of  the  5th  instant*  It  is 
matter  of  regret,  that  the  want  of  arms  and  the  other  causes  yon 
assign,  afford  but  an  unpromising  prospect,  as  to  the  nnmher  of 
militia  which  might  be  drawn  out  from  the  State,  on  any  emergency. 

The  Quarter  masters  and  commissary's  departments  are  still  hi 
from  being  upon  the  footing  we  could  wish,  not  having  yet  had  time 
to  recover  from  the  disordered  and  defective  State  in  which  they  have 
been,  for  a  considerable  time  past.  This  circumstance  and  the  im- 
perfect succes  which  has  heretofore  attended  the  business  of  drafting 
and  recruiting,  in  the  different  States,  and  consequently  the  slow 
manner  in  which  the  reinforcements  for  the  Continental  army  come 
in,  will  of  necessity  obstruct  and  retard  our  operations  for  some  time, 
particularly  as  the  succours  of  militia,  which  may  be  reasonably  ex- 
pected, on  occasions  are  not  the  most  flattering.  On  this  account  we 
Bhall  perhaps  have  no  instant  pall,  for  a  large  number  of  militia— I 
am  fully  sensible  of  the  disadvantages,  that  accrue  from  drawing  the 
farmers  and  tradesmen,  from  their  respective  employments,  and 
nhould  by  all  means,  wish  to  avoid  it  as  far  as  the  good  of  the  serviee 
will  possibly  permit 

But  at  the  same  time,  that  I  would  not  wish  to  have  the  MiKtia 
called  into  Service  a  moment  sooner,  than  their  pre^oe  in  the  field 
is  essentially  requisite:  it  is  highly  necessary  that  we  should  beia 
every  respect  prepared  for  events,  and  so  order  matters,  that  the 
whole  force  of  the  Militia  might  on  any  sudden  exigency  be  imme- 
diately drawn  forth  in  aid  of  the  Oontinental  troops,  whether  it  were 
for  the  purposes  of  defence  or  oflbnee.  I  thenfore  beg  leave  to 
recommend  Uiat  aome  plan  may  be  digested  without  delay,  for  holding 
the  militia  in  constant  readiness,  to  Uke  the  field  when  called  npoBi 
in  the  most  expeditious  manner,  and  at  the  shortest  notice. 

The  situation  however  of  this  army  is  not  such  that  we  can  dispense 
altogether  with  the  assistance  of  the  militia  for  ordinary  service.  I 
must  still  request  the  exertions  of  the  State  to  keep  up  a  J>ody,  be- 
tween the  Delaware  and  Schuylkill,  for  the  protection  of  the  conntiy 
consisting  of  not  less  than  400  men ;  Those  I  shall  aid  with  detach- 
ments of  Continental  tfoopi. 

Whatever  temporary  inconvenience  may  attend  the  disuse  of 
substitution,  I  am  persuaded  it  will  be  salutary,  if  persevered  in.  The 
use  of  it  is  certainly  a  very  great  impediment,  to  the  srowth  of  the 
of  the  Continental  army,  the  filling  which  ought  to  be  the  first  object 
of  our  attention.    For  the  same  reason  that  I  dislike  the  practice  of 

•  8oe  page  276. 
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lahrtitation;  I  should  not  wish  to  see  the  project  of  raising  State 
Regiments,  for  a  short  term  of  Service  adq)tod.  Thiis  Service  would 
be  preferred  to  a  more  permanent  one  bj  a  number  of  persons  who 
would  be  willing  to  engage  in  the  latter,  if  there  was  no  alternative. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  very  greal  respeet. 

Sir,  your  most  obed^  Serv*, 

Q*  WASHINGTON. 

StrecUd, 

On  publie  Service. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  President  of  the  State  o' 
Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 


Lt.  Jno.  Cabothers  to  Pbbs't  Wharton,  1778. 

Carlisle,  May  12, 1778. 
Sir, 

This  Moment  Col.  Stewart  arived  here  with  Col.  Bnehanans  letter 
m  oopy  of  which  is  inclosed,  Col.  Stdwart  further  informs  me  that  from 
other  accounts  from  the  fronteers,  there  are  more  families  that  has 
shared  the  same  fate  "with  Mr.  Stanfords — I  with  some  Difficulty 
procured  from  the  ccntmental  store  100  lb  of  powder,  150  lb  of  Lead 
&  150  flints,  but  could  procure  no  rifles  for  want  of  an  order  from 
the  board  of  war— I  had  wrote  to  the  board  of  war  some  time  ago 
requesting  a  Discretionary  order  to  some  person  here  for  a  supply  of 
mms  and  amunition  upon  any  sudden  emergency  bat  as  yet  has  rec'd 
no  answer,  there  is  some  rifles  in  the  continental  store  but  we  could 
not  procure  any  for  want  of  said  order,  what  Council  can  assist  in  this 
matter  is  best  known  to  themselves ;  in  the  mean  time  we  think  it  our 
Duty  to  exert  ourselves  to  the  utmost  in  procuring  what  rifles  we  can 
either  by  borrowing  or  buying  or  both,  until!  we  oan  be  assisted  from 
the  public  Store,  perhaps  it  may  be  necessary  for  Council  to  write  to 
the  board  of  war,  as  my  application  has  not  yet  had  success,  we  do 
not  know  the  minute  when  it  may  be  necessary  for  the  whole  over 
hills  people  to  be  in  arms, 

I  am  Sfar,  with  respect, 

your  very  Htunble  Servant 

JNO.  CABOTHEBS,  L.  C.  0. 

Direeied, 

To  ffitf  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  President  of  the  com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania* 
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Bqak]>  of  Wab  0:0  Prib't  Wharxov,  1778. 

War  Offiee,  Hay  I2d^  1778. 
Sir, 

'^  The  Board  some  time  ago  requested  of  the  Hon'ble  Ooaneil  thdr 
Consent  that  the  GalleTmen  formerly  employed  in  the  Delawtn 
shonid  if  this  State  had  no  nse  for  them  he  transferred  to  the  U. 
States  &  ordered  to  do  Duty  on  Board  a  Number  of  Gklleys  in  tb« 
Ghesapeak  employed  to  protect  the  Transportation  of  Provisions.^  If 
the  Gounoii  has  determined  the  matter  we  should  be  much  obliged 
lyr  your  As^swer. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

your  very  obed*  Serv*, 

BICHABD  PETERS 

By  Order. 

On  public  Servioe. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Whartoni  jr.,  Esq.,  President  of  the  S.  K 
Council  of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 


Sbo*7  Matlack  70  Col.  D.  B&obhsao,  1778. 

X^moaater,  May  12>  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  thank  you  for  the  honour  you  do  me  by  your  letter,  introdooiDg 
Ooont  Hountfort*  It  will  giira  me  great  pleasure  to  have  an  oppo^ 
tanity  of  expressing  my  respect  for  his  honourable  attachment  to 
the  American  cause,  as  well  as  that  which  is  due  to  his  rank ;  but 
the  situation  of  things  here  puts  it  out  of  my  power  to  paj  faim  thst 
attentioB  which  I  wish  to  do.  The  business  he  has  in  view  does  uct 
admit  of  my  assistance  at  present  y  but,  aa  it  is  an  object  which 
•howi  his  attention  to  the  welfare  of  the  state,  it  does  him  honor, 
ud'  whatever  may  be  the  success  of  it  must  secure  him  the  counten- 
ance of  every  friend  to  liberty. 

Your  friendship  is  strongly  expressed  in  thm  iustaooe,  which  I 
acknowledge  with  great  pleasure,  and  api  with  the  greatest  respect, 

Your  most  obedieDt 

Humble  servant, 

T.  MATLAiCK. 

*  S«e  pAg«  461, 
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CoUNCHf  TO  FRBSIDBlfT    Of  COMOBX88,  1778. 

In  GouDoil^ 

Lanoaster^  May  12, 1778. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honour  to  reoeive  your  Letters  of  the  8  &  11th  laa. 
The  firet  cover'd  the  Pennsylvania  Oasette  of  the  6th,  with  a  resolve 
of  Congress  respeotiog  the  treaty  with  Franooi  and  their  ratifioation 
of  it,  whioh  mnst  afford  inexpressible  pleasure  to  every  well  wisher  of 
this  ioBulted  &  injured  country,  and  at  the  sane  time  embarrass  iti 
omel  Skod  vindictive  enemies. 

Thai  of  the  11th  enclosed  several  copies  of  an  address  of  Oongress 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  this  Council  will  eod^vor 
to  h&ve  dispersed  in  the  most  expeditions  and  general  manner,  being 
folly  persuaded  that  this  excellent  performance  will  produce  the  good 
•ffseta  intended  by  Congresst,  and  afford  gieeat  0atia£w)tion  to  the 
firienda  of  our  righteous  cause. 

I  have  tiie  honcw  to  be, 

With  great  respect^  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Hum.  Serv^ 

Direcitd. 

To  Hon.  Laurens. 


SscuTABV  Matlack  TO  B.  PUfiRS,  1778/ 

May  18,  1778. 

His  Excellency,  the  Ptesident,  being  himself  much  indisposed^* 
commands  me  to  inform  you,  in  answer  to  yours  of  yesterday,  That 
the  marines  belonging  to  the  Gallies  which  were  ordered  up  here, 
are  not  arrived,  and  that  ho  cannot  give  any  further  answer  on  this 
subject  until  he  is  informed  what  disposition  they  are  in  with  respect 
to  the  proposed  service.f 

T.  M.,  Sec'y. 

Directedf 
To  R.  Peters,  Esq'. 

*  He  died  on  the  2ad  of  this  month,  at  Lancaster,  and  was  buried  next 
day,  in  the  •*  ETangelioal  Trinity  Church  yard,"  with  military  honors.  For 
an  aocouttt  of  the  procession  and  other  arrangements  see  Colon.  Bee.  Vol. 
XI,  p.  498-600.  He  was  present  in  Council  for  the  last  time  on  the  day  fol- 
lowing the  date  of  this  letter. 

t  See  page  492. 
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John  Bbatok,  fto.,  to  Counciii,  1778. 

To  tbe  Hononrable,  The  Supreme  ExeouUve  Coundl  of  The  State  of 
Fennsylyania. 

The  Sabscriber  hayine  been  appointed  Paymaster  to  the  Mflitii 
of  the  Oounty  of  Chester,  begs  leave  to  represent  to  the  Hon.  Conneil 
That  by  aooo^  already  in  his  hands,  and  by  the  the  most  Exact  Cal- 
oolation,  He  has  been  able  to  make  of  those  not  yet  Prodnc*^  to  him, 
There  is  a  Balance  of  Between  Six  and  Seven  Thousand  Pounds  still 
due  To  the  Militia  of  said  County.    That  his  not  being  able  to  pro- 
cure a  Saffioienoy  of  Money  to  Pay  off  the  Several  Classes  at  the 
expiration  of  their  respective  Times  of  Service,  is  attended  with  great 
Inconvenience  l^o  the  officers  k  men  Ooncem'd,  as  well  as  difficulty 
in  settling  and  adjusting  The  accounts,  as  there  are  still  arrears  due 
to  aU  the  Classes,  from  the  first  onwards.    And  That,  as  he  is  anxious 
to  settle  his  aciDOunts  as  soon  as  Possible,  He  wou'd  be  Extremely 
desirous  to  procure  a  Sufficient  Sum  of  money  to  Discharge  all  arrears 
which  have  been  already  but  of  too  Long  standing,  as  he  apprehends 
further  delay  wou'd  be  productive  of  Disagreeable  Consequences  in 
Case  the  Services  of  the  Militia  should  again  be  soon  Wanted.    As 
many  of  Them,  Especially  of  the  Latter  Classes,  have  undergone  the 
Hardships  and  Fatigue  of  severe  duty  at  a  very  inclement  Season, 
and  as  they  have  for  a  Considerable  time  Past  Expected  that  the 
monies  raised  from  the  delinquents  in  the  Militia  Services  in  the 
County  shou'd  be  appropriated  to  the  Purpose  of  Paying  them  off. 
They  have  been  very  Uneasy  &  Clamorous  Upon  finding  it  othenrise 
disposed  of.      The  subscriber  therefore  Thinks  it  a  Duty  he  owes 
the  Public  to  represent  this  Brief  State  of  Circumstances  to  the 
Hon'ble  Council.     Hoping  &  not  Doubting  but  that  they  in  their 
wisdom  will  devise  some  speedy  and  Effectual  Means  for  discharging 
the  arrears  due  to  those  who  have  stepped  forth  in  obedience  to  their 
orders,  in  Defence  of  their  Country  in  the  Hour  of  Danger.    A 
measure  in  which  the  Honour  and  Safety  of  the  State  is  so  materially 
Concerned. 

JNO.  BEATON. 

JDirectedy 

To  the  Honourable,  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 
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ArOHIBALI)  LoCHBT  to  PBESIBBirr  WHARTONy   1778. 

Westmoreland,  May  18tb;  1778. 
Hon**  Sir, 

AgreeaUe  to  jonr  Ezcellencieg  Instnotions  I  do  hereby  send  yon 
a  Just  and  True  Return  of  the  Publick  Arms  in  oar  County,  whicK 
I  have  in  my  care. 

75  Stand  I  Parchased  myself;  27  Stand  I  received  of  the  Militia 
that  went  to  the  Jersey,  from  this  County,  in  the  Year  1777  ;  72: 
Stand  I  reeeiyed  by  Col'l  John  Shields,  and  Col'l  Hayes  Luforms 
me  of  80  Stand  being  on  the  Way,  not  yet  come  to  Hand,  which  is 
in  all  254  Stand ;  but  when  we  Beduoe  12  Stand,  that  that  we  Lost 
by  the  Bnemy,  ft  8  Carried  away  by  Deserters,  there  Remains  23& 
Stand.  There  is  a  Considerable  Number  of  Old  ^nglicAi  Muskets, 
whioh  Oen'l  S**  Clair  formerly  had  in  his  care,  belonging  to  tlus 
State,  and  Dbtributed  in  this  County ;  they  are  all  Unfit  for  serrice, 
and  hard  to  be  Cdlected,  as  the  Person  that  Possesseth  them  is 
under  Obligation,  by  Bond,  to  Return  them  to  Gen'l  Sinkler.  The 
Arms,  or  the  most  of  them  may  be  Repaired  fit  for  Oarrisons.  My 
Notice  is  short,  the  Arms  Private  Property  I  cannot  assert,  tho' 
they  are  Exceeding  Scarce,  Yet,  Notwithstanding  I  can  Purchase 
some  from  the  Poor,  distressed  by  the  Enemy,  but  not  without  Cash. 

On  the  28th  Aprile  the  Indians  came  into  the  Settlement  at  and 
abont  Wallace's  Fort,  Attacted  20  of  our  men,  which  was  Recon- 
noitering  the  Woods,  and  Killed  9  of  our  Men,  &  Wounded  Capt 
Hopkins  Slightly,  and  we  lost  9  Ouns. 

in  short,  I  am  sorry  to  Inform  you  that  the  Frontiers  of  this 
Coanty  is  more  Distressed  by  Reason  of  this  Last  Scrimmage  than 
they  CTcr  were  before,  as  by  appearance  there  was  a  larger  Body  of 
the  Enemy  than  ever  before  appeared  at  once,  and  with  much  more 
Yigour ;  the  Great  Road  is  now  the  Frontier,  and  being  Disap- 
pointed in  their  Expectations  of  an  Early  Campaign  into  the  Indian 
Country,  I  am  sorry  to  Inform  you  that  I  doubt  a  General  Evacui^- 
tion  of  the  Posts  on  the  Frontiers  (Fort  Pitt  only  Excepted),  on 
the  first  or  next  appearance,  or  Attact  of  such  a  Body  of  the  Enemy. 
I  am  also  to  Inform  you  that  fines  Laid  in  this  County  on  Delin- 
quents) tho'  strict  measures  are  used)  I  have  only  Received  £60, 
and  all  the  Publick  money  I  have  ever  Received  I  have  paid  for 
Guns,  Substitutes,  and  other  Publick  Uses,  as  will  appear  ^  acc^,  at 
Settlement,  and  in  the  Interim  I  beg  leave  to  subscribe  myself 

your  Excellencies  humb*  serv^ 

A.  LOCHRT. 

N.  B.  I  am  at  a  great  loss  for  want  of  the  Acts  of  Assembly,  the 
late  Acts  in  particular.  -^ 

A.L. 
JXrectecly 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Exeeutive  Council,  fi>r  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
Lancaster.    By  Express  on  publick  Business. 
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Jqjsa.  DioKiKsaNi  SuooAirr  to  Pbks.  WnABToVy  1778. 

Beading,  18  May,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  inelosed  was  written  Yesterday.  Should  it  be  the  fint  Intel- 
ligencei  it  will  give  yoa  all  great  nleaanre.^ 

I  am  sorry  to  find  that  the  Prothonotaiy  has  not  ytt  qualified 
here«  He  is  Assemblyman,  Gonnsellor  &  Prothonotar j  ail  together. 
I  wish  he  oonld  be  persuaded  tiiat  he  will  do  his  Gonntry  more  8e^ 
▼ioe  by  taking  his  Line  deddedly,  b  acting  in  some  one  Charaoter. 
I  am  sore  BosiiMss  snffen,  ft  the  Oanse  too,  ibr  Want  of  a  Man  of 
Character  &  Abilities  to  aet  in  the  Oonrts.  Not  one  Lawyer  here  f 
&  the  People  anxioos  to  have  Business  done.  Whitehead  keeps  the 
Minntes  &  does  what  he  ean;  but,  besides  all  other  diffloulties,  be 
has  no  Authority  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  Office. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  great  Respect, 

Tour  most  obed*  & 

Very  hble.  Serv*, 

JOxVA.  J).  6EE0EANT. 
Preside  Wharton. 


Lbwib  Qbonow  to  Prbs't  Wharton,  1778. 

(Chester  Go.)  Hay  the  18th,  1778. 
Gent'n, 

I  received  orders  of  Gouncil  Yesterday,  dated  the  28tli  of  April, 
requiring  me  to  make  a  return  of  all  the  Public  Arms  within  my 
district,  and  report  what  Number  of  other  Arms  could  be  Obtained 
in  case  of  Extreme  Necesuty.  I  have  made  Enquiry  as  far  as  the 
time  would  permit,  &  am  of  Opinion  that  at  this  time  there  is  not 
above  Fifty  Arms  fit  for  service ',  there  is^  perhaps,  about  half  that 
Number  that  might  be  repaired  in  a  short  time }  and  as  to  other 
Arms^  I  have  collected  them  some  months  ago,  the  amount  to  aboat 
twenty,  Several  of  them  are  small.  Light  pieces,  much  out  of  repairi 
&  unfit  for  Actual  Service,  except  in  cases  of  the  last  Necessity.  I 
have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  procure  the  Exact  List  of  the  Number 
of  Men  in  the  5th  Battalion,  for  want  of  the  return  of  two  Town* 
ships,  but  think  there  will  be  about  Six  Husidred.    If  yon  see  cause 

«  Probably  alladiag  to  Uie  treaty  with  FVaaoe. 
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to  send  an  Order  to  me  to  get  the  Arms  repaired,  I  shall  attend  to 
it  as  far  as  in  my  power. 

I  am,  Gent^D,  yoor 

Most  Obedt,  hum.  servant, 

LEWIS  GKONOW. 

CoL  Bobert  Smith  makes  Betam  of  One  Hundred  Public  ArmB 
fit  for  service  in  his  Distriot. 

Directedj 

The  Hon.  Executive  Council;  State  of  Pennsylvania.    Fav'd  ^ 
Major  Beaton. 


Thomas  Haktlby  to  Council,  1778. 

Hay  it  please  the  Council, 

Since  the  votes  of  the  Honourable  assembly  and  my  receiving 
Money  by  your  Directions,  four  of  my  Officers  haye  enlisted  about 
forty  Six  Men. 

I  have  several  other  officers  out  on  tho  Becruiting  Service,  from 
whom  I  have  not  yet  received  Beturns. 

The  Money  I  received  is  already  exhausted,  &  for  the  Furtherance 
of  the  Service  we  stand  in  need  of  a  further  Supply.  The  men  I 
speak  of  have  been  all  mustered,  and  very  few  of  them  have  deserted; 
added  to  the  above  we  have  taken  up  a  considerable  Number  of  De- 
serters belonging  to  my  own  and  other  Pennsylvania  Begements. 

I  must  desire  that  the  Council  will  be  pleased  to  order  between 
Six  and  ten  thousand  Dollars  to  be  paid  to  Captain  George  Bush  for 
the  Becruitiog  Service  of  my  Begement,  which  Sum  I  will  be  ac- 
countable for. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Bespect, 

your  most  obed't  & 

most  humble  Serv*, 

THO-  HABTLEt  * 
York  Town,  May  the  13"^,  1778. 
The  Honble  the  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
Directed^ 

Td  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Piesident  of  the  State  of 
Penofljlvania,  Lancaster. 
By  Cap*  Geo.  Bush. 

*  See  CoL  Beo.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  488. 
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Dbknis  O'Neal  to  "BKasmssr  Whabton,  1778. 

Sir, 

The  traitor  wbo  is  notiood  in  your  Proolamation  by  the  name  of 
Jftmes  SteveBson,  late  baker,  should  have  been  oalM  James  Stevens, 
late  baker.  I  know  the  Man  well,  he  was,  I  think,  one  of  ow  Mosey 
Signers,  If  I  mistake  not  was  appointed  by  a  supplementary  Act  to 
y*  150,000  Loan  Offioe  Act,*  to  expedite  as  a  Signer  the  Compleat- 
iuff  of  that  Emission.  As  the  Tory  has  property,  he  should  have  ia 
a  future  day  no  hole  to  creep  out  at  by  saying  that  the  name  adver- 
tized was  not  his. 

your  humble  Servent^ 

DENNIS  O'NEAL. 

N.  B.  It  will  be  the  more  necessary  to  make  the  alteration,  u 
there  is  one  or  more  James  Stevenson  in  Philad*. 

*  See  your  Law  Book. 

M'Callesters  Town,  April  14, 1778. 

Directedy 
His  Excellency  Tho*  Wharton,  Jun%  Lancaster. 


General  WASHiiroTOH  to  PRBSiDXin  WHARTOiTy  1778. 

Head  Qaarters,  Yalley  Forge,  14  May,  1778. 

Sir, 

General  Wayne  this  day  shewed  me  m  letter  from  Lieut  CoL 
Bayard,  in  which  he  informed  him  that  he  had  agreeable  to  order 
procured  near  three  hundred  Bayonets,  which  were  fitted  to  muskets, 
and  was  just  preparing  to  send  them  down,  when  they  were  stopped 
by  the  Executive  Council,  who  alledged  that  they  had  positive  orden 
from  me  to  reserve  all  the  arms  belonging  to  the  State  for  the  Militii, 
who  were  to  b^  called  out  sooo*  There  must  be  some  mietakB  in 
this,  because  I  never  gave  any  such  order  in  positive  terms,  but  jet 
I  would  wish  to  see  every  State  have  their  arms  collected  and  ia 
YeAdiness.  If  ll^  muskets  to  which  the  Bayonets  are  fitted  hafj^en 
to  belong  particularly  to  the  State,  Mr.  Henry  can  eaaily  replass 
them  with  a  like  number  of  Continental,  a  great  Quantity  of  whieb 
he  will  have  to  repair.  I  have  written  to  him  to  ao  so,  should  this 
be  the  case.    I  shoald  thorvfoie  be  e:a)0e4iiv^y  ghui  to  have  the 
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anss  which  were  got  ready  by  CoI<  Bayard  sent  down  as  bood  as 
posaiblei  as  Gknend  Wayne's  division  really  wants  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  Sir, 

your  most  oV  humble  serv*, 

G«  WASHINGTON. 
Direeledj 

(On  public  service.) 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Preside  State  of  Pennsylvania^^ 
Lancaster. 


Lt.  Samtjbl  Huntbr  to  Prbs.  Wharton,  1778. 

Port  Au^flta,  14th  May,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  Heccived  two  Expresses  last  Monday,  one  from  Bald  Eagle  Set- 
tlement^ informing  me  that  the  Indians  had  killed  one  man  there 
the  8th  inst.,  the  other  from  Penn's  Valley,  informing  me  that  they 
had  killed  and  scalfjed  one  Jacob  Stanford,  his  Wife  and  two  Chil- 
der,  being  all  that  was  of  the  family — all  done  the  same  day.  Im- 
adiatly  after  the  receiving  this  news,  I  ordered  out  the  Seventh 
Class  of  Col*  John  Eellys  Battalion  to  march  into  Penn's  yalley, 
where  the  Sixth  Class  of  that  Battalion  was  before.  I  likewise  give 
Orders  for  Col^  Cookson  Longs  Sixth  and  Seventh  Classes  to  be  im- 
bodied,  and  to  scout  along  the  frontiers  untill  such  times  as  the 
Sixth  &  Seventh  Classes  of  CoP  Mur^s  Battalions  ft  CoP  Hoster- 
znans  marches  up  towards  the  Great  island,- to  cover  the  frontiers 
there.  4 

These  last  Classes  would  have  muehed  before  this  time  only  for 
want  of  Provisions,  as  for  meat  there  is  Very  little  to  be  had  in  this 
Goup^,  and  that  Verry  dear;  Bacon  sells  at  4s  ^d  ^  pound,  and 
flower  at  three  pound  ten  shillings  "^  Hundred  w^  I  have  ordered 
Bome  People  that  lives  nigh  the  Great  Island  to  preserve  Shad  and 
Barrel  them  up  for  the  use  of  the  Militia  that  will  be  stationed  there 
thia  summer. 

Colonel  William  Cook  will  undertake  to  provide  Provisions  fef 
the  Militia  of  this  County,  in  ease  be  was  sopplyed  with  Cash  at 
this  present  time,  as  he  would  go  to  some  other  County  to  purohaso 
aovne  meat,  for  I  am  certain  it  will  be  Very  much  wanted,  in  ease 
the  Savages  Commence  a  war  with  the  frontiers,  all  must  turn  out 
to  pravent  if  possible,  such  a  Crual  Enemy  from  makeing  inroads 
iato  oar  part  of  the  Country.  We  are  scarce  of  Guns,  not  more 
thni4)oe  half  of  the  Militia  is  provided  with  Arms,  and  a  nnmber 
of  then  Very  Ordinary ;  Our  Powder  is  Bzoeeding  Bad;  and  not  fit 
for  Ufles  in  any  shape. 
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And  as  for  flints  we  can  get  none  to  Bay;  all  this  I  tbiok proper 
to  acquaint  Council  witb^  as  you  nay  judge  of  our  situation  at  pre- 
sent^ when  the  Savaffes  is  Gommiting  HostilityB, 
I  am,  S'^  with  due  Respecti 

Tour  most  Obedient  Humb*  Serv*. 

SAM'L  HUNTER,  Lieut 
Directed, 

To  His  Ezeellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun'.,  President  of 'the  Ho- 
norable the  Executive  Council^  Lancaster. 


Council  to  Libuteitantb  or  County  of  Philab'a,  1778. 

Jn  Council,  Lancaster,  May  14, 1778. 

By  the  returns  of  Militia  made  by  General  Lacey,  it  does  not  t^ 
pear  that  the  first  class  of  the  Militia  of  the  county  of  PhiladelpUa 
has  ever  joined  him ;  this  has  occasioned  uneasiness  in  Council, 
lest  some  neglect  in  complying  with  the  orders  for  sending  out  the 
said  class  has  happened,  and  therefore  think  it  necessary  to  remind 
you  of  that  order,  in  expectation  that  if  it  is  not  already  complied 
with,  no  further  time  will  be  lost — beside  the  sending  the  first  class 
into  the  field,  it  is  recommended  in  the  atrons^st  terms  to  hold  foof 
classes  ready  for  an  emergency.  As  it  is  probable  that  Coh  Thompson 
may  be  on  his  way  to  Lancaster,  this  order  is  to  be  immediately  at- 
tended to  by  the  Sub  Lieutenants  of  the  County. 

To  the  Lieutenant  &  Sub  Lieutenants 
of  the  county  of  Philadelphia. 


Deposition  o?  Col.  Fsbd'k  Wattb  and  Sam'l  Hekbt,  1778. 

Bucks,  88. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peteo 
for  the  Goanty  of  Bucks,  OoU.  Frederick  WatU  and  Sand.  Henry, 
and  being  quallified  as  the  law  directs,  deposeth  k  sayeth,  that  oo 
the  first  day  of  Hay  Instant,  apart  of  Gen^  Laoeys  Brigade  was  at* 
taoked  by  a  number  of  the  Brittish  Army,  both  Horse  &  Foot;  the 
dispute  was  sharp,  but  their  numbers  being  greatly  superior  obliged 
ns  to  retreat  Upon  oor  return  the  same  day  to  the  pkoe  of  aetion, 
we  found  ^  bodies  of  the  dead  usid  in  a  most  inhuman  k  barbt- 
reus  manner,  the  field  in  which  some  of  the  men  fell  there  wtf 
Book  Wheat  Straw,  whieh  appeared  to  us  they  had  ^en  &  set  fin 
to,  and  threw  the  men  into,  whether  quite  d^  or  not  we  cansot 
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tdli  but  when  foond  bnrnt  to  tbai  degree  that  some  of  tWn  eouldr 
not  be  known.  We  viewed  the  Corps  of  most  of  the  dead,  &  aaw 
onlj  two,  as  we  rMnember,  that  had  escaped  the  most  orael  Barba- 
rity that  had  ever  been  exercised  by  any  civilisBd  Nation;  nay,  Sa« 
lage  barbarity  in  its  ntmost  exertion  of  cruelty  could  but  equal  it. 

FB'K  WATTS, 
SAM'L  HEN»r. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  14th  ) 
day  of  May,  1778.      J 

And'w  Long. 


Deposition  of  Wm.  Staynkb,  1778. 

BucltSi  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace 
for  the  County  of  Bucks,  Wm,  Slayner,  of  the  City  of  Philad*,  and 
being  quallified  as  the  kw  directs,  deposeth  &  sayeth,  that  several 
of  the  Brittish  Light  Infantry  informed  him,  this  Deponant,  that 
in  Uie  Enffagement  with  Gen>  Laoey  on  the  first  of  May  inst.,  they 
Bayoneted  some  of  Ghen^  Laceys  men,  after  they  had  surrendered 

•  See  Gen.  Laoey's  account  of  this  action,  on  page  470. 


1 


DsfosmoN  OF  Thos.  Graybk,  1778.  / 

Bucks,  88. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  Justices 
of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Bucks,  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl', 
Tkotiuu  Oravanj  Inhabitant  of  the  township  of  Warminster,  Bucks 
County,  deposeth  &  sayeth,  that  on  the  first  day  of  May,  after  the 
Skixmidh  between  the  Brittish  and  G^n^  Laceys  People,  near  the 
Billet,  be  was  called  on  by  one  of  the  Brittish  Light  Horse  to  carry 
some  milch,  Ac.,  to  one  of  their  Wounded  Officers ;  when  he  came 
into  the  Field,  he  was  asked  by  a  Trooper  if  he  did  not  see  some 
fires  roond  the  field,  to  which  he  said  he  did ;  the  Trooper  said  they 
were  men,  &  that  their  own  Amunition  set  them  on  fire ;  after  the 
Brittish  left  the  Ground  he  went  again  into  the  field,  where  he  saw 
four  or  five  men  burnt  to  a  shocking  degree. 

THOS.  CRAVEN. 
8wom  before  me,  this  15th  1 
day  of  May,  1778.        j 

And'w  Long. 
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diaiDselTeci  Priaonen,  odien  ihtj  Hbrew  into  heaps  dl  Btt^heai 
Sinw^  while  aUyei  and  burnt  them  to  deaUi. 

WM.  STATNER- 
Swom  befiffe  me,  ikw  14th  1 
^  of  May,  1778.       J 

AivDBEW  Long. 


Depositiok  of  Samuel  Ekwin,  1778. 

Backs  Co'y,  ss. 

The  ExanuDation  of  Saml  Erwinj  upon  Oath  befbre  me,  Andrew 
Long,  Esqr.,  one  of  the  Jastices  of  said  Co'y,  That  the  said  Dep 
nant  sayeth,  that  on  the  first  day  of  May,  1778.  after  the  hsU 
•between  the  Militia^  under  the  Command  df  &en^  Lacey,  and  t 
English,  he  the  Deponant  saw  a  smottk  in  one  of  hia  Fields,  a 
after  the  Enemy  had  retreated  went  out  to  see  what  was  the  ooaai; 
ihereof  j  was  moch  surprised  to  find  one  of  the  Militia  men  Ij* 
dead,  hie  Clothes  burning  ft  near  consumed^  which  had  burnt 
Body  black ;  lie  thinks  the  man  was  set  on  ^e  befoire  he  was  dr 
from  this  eironmBtanoe  that  his  arms  were  standing  nearly  ereot 
furthw  sayeth,  be  saw  three  other  Bodies  in  The*.  Cravans  F 
burnt  in  an  iahvman  mannery  &  further  saith  not. 

SAM'L  ERWI> 
Sworn  before  me,  May  > 
15th,  1778.  I 

And'w  Long. 


Council  to  Chas.  Caldwell,  1778. 

Lancaster,  May  15, 177 
Sir, 

The  Council  have  paid  to  the  order  of  Michael  Bowyer  the  ei 
two  Jiundred  dollars,  the  reward  offered  by  Proclamation,  for  s 
liendiDg  you  for  trial.  I  am  ordered  by  Council  to  desire  tia* 
win  repay  that  Sum  into  the  Hands  of  the  State  Treasurer,  an 
his  recep't  for  the  money  before  the  Councii 

I  am  your  humble  Seryant, 

T.  MATLACK,  Sec 
To  Mr.  Charles  Caldvrell;  Chester  C». 
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John  Chambers  to  G.  Bryan,  1778. 

AUen  Town,  May  15*  1778. 
Sir, 

I  received  Yonr's  of  the  28**  Ulto.,  regnesting  me  to  nuiei 
return  to  Council  of  all  pablio  arms  within  my  District  In 
obedience,  therefore,  I  have  made  the  strictest  enquiry  therein,  and 
find  the  number  of  public  arms  within  my  District  to  be  tboni 
fourtien,  and  that  I  could  upon  an  emergiency  muster  about  ond 
hundred  &  fourteen  arms  fit  for  service. 

I  have  given  the  militia  notice  to  hold  themselves  in  xea£ne88 
according  to  your  request. 

If  any  former  Oniers  were  sent  to  me  of  this  kind  I  nerer 
received  them,  as  I  am  always  ready  &  willing  to  obey  any  Com- 
mands in  the  service  of  my  Country  and  for  the  good  of  the 
Common  well. 

I  remain  with  respect.  Sir, 

Your  most  Obcd^  Serv^ 

JOHN  0HAMBEB8. 
Directed, 

To  His  Sxceliency  George  Bryan,  Esquire,  Vice  President  of  (he 
State  of  Fennsylvania,  at  Lancaster. 


Huan  Davison  to  Council,  1778. 

To  the  hon'ble,  the  President  and  Gpimcil  of  the  State  of  Fenn- 
sylvania. 

Hon'ble  Gentlemen, 

You  were  pleased  to  appmnt  me  to  act  as  a  sub  Lieutenant  of 
Bedford  County,  which  office  I  undertook  &  endeavoured  to  discharge 
with  Faithfulness  &  Dilligence,  according  to  my  knowledge  &  ability 
But  notwithstanding  my  willingness  to  serve  the  County  &  Fablio  in 
any  Capacity  wherem  I  could  have  the  Prospect  of  doing  good,  jet 
I  am  oblidged  to  consider  this  office  as  attended  with  such  ciroum- 
stances  with  Respect  to  me,  as  induces  me  to  beg  leave  to  resign,  and 
that  you  would  appoint  some  proper  Person  to  the  Place,  who  maj 
perhaps  be  more  successful  in  it — I  find  that  I  cannot  attend  to  the 
lousiness  of  it,  without  great  injury  to  my  private  Business,  and 
gaining  the  ill  will  of  Numbers  round  me,  and  especially  that  I  ha?e 
not  a  Prospect  of  doing  that  good  that  may  overbalance  or  eqnal  the 
Trouble  &  ezpence  that  attends  it  either  to  myself  or  the  Public  .1 
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oukttoi  but  suggest  that  our  Board  h«8  imta  too  wedc  to  hsvo  inflaonee 
among  ibo  People  in  tlio  pecaliar  CirQomatanoes  of  this  Coonty,  this 
aiay  be  owing  to  tho  appoiotment  of  some  Persons  to  it  who  were 
utterly  OBao^uainted  with  publio  Business,  little  known  in  the  County, 
and  not  of  soSs^ent  publio Beputation  &  Inflaenoe  to  stand  against  that 
Besentment  of  the  People  raised  even  by  the  d\»  Bzerciso  of  their 
offioe,  (f^r  I  apprehend  that  officers  ought  to  have  personal  influence 
as  veil  as  leg^  Power  or  else  Oovernment  will  be  weak)-— I  am  prone 
to  think  Uiat  one  ooeasion  of  this  may  ha?e  arisen  from  henooi  that 
the  (Gentlemen  in  &  near  Bedford^  who  are  oonfessedly  best  acquainted 
with  public  Business  &  capable  of  managing  the  af&iirs  of  the  County, 
have  on  account  of  their  former  opposition  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
State,  &  perhaps  on  account  of  some  wrong  Representations  concern- 
ing them,  been  kept  out  of  Places  of  Trust,  even  when  our  situation 
required  all  the  assistance  they  could  dve.  I  think  it  not  strange 
that  it  should  be  so,  as  I  understand  they  have  been  represented  as 
unfinendly  to  the  cause  of  Liberty  &  Enemies  to  the  State.  But  as 
I  am  fully  persuaded  that  such  Bepresentations  are  false  &  maliciotts, 
&  that  however  they  did  at  first  oppose  the  Constitution,  &  still  may 
desire  amendments  to  be  made  in  it,  in  a  proper  way,  they  are,  not 
only  from  the  urgent  necessity  of  our  oSroumstances,  but  from  Incli- 
nation, disposed  to  avoid  any  opposition  &  support  and.  carry  on  the 
legal  authority  in  the  County,  I  would  therefore  pray  that  for  the 
good  of  the  County,  the  strengthening  of  Oovernment  in  it,  and  the 
sake  of  Harmony  in  this  Part  of  the  <lommonwealth,  it  may  please 
yoo  to  disallow  of  any  Bepresentations  or  objections  against  their 
acting  in  any  Places  to  which  they  may  be  thought  fit  to  be  appointed, 
resting  assured  tiiat  aneh  Bapre8entalion|  are  not  only  a  great  injuiy 
to  them,  but  to  the  County,  which  at  this  Time,  so  much  needs  their 
help. 

The  above  is  submitted  to  the  attention  of  the  honorable  Council 
by  their  willing  &  chearful  Servant  &  subject. 

HUGH  DAVISON. 
Litae  Anghwioki  May  15th^  1778. 


Col.  John  PirsR  to  Prks't  Wharton,  1778.  ' 

Bedford,  May  15th,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  orders  of  Conncil  requireiog  an  Ezaot  return  of  the  arms 
Belonging  to  this  State  are  in  our  rossession,  which  orders  I  would 
gladly  comply  with.  But  the  distressing  Situation  of  our  County  att 
present  renders  it  next  to  impossable  to  assertain  an  Exact  List  of 
all  the  arms  in  Possession  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  County,  But  as 
Vol.  VI.— 22 
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I  am  Ettformed  tiiere  are  two  Hundred  lUflea,  and  one  Ifandred 
mnsketSy  Bat  as  soon  as  I  oan  obtain  an  Bxaot  List  of  old  anas  sinll 
make  report  to  Ooanoil,  the  orders  for  warning  four  Classes  to  be  in 
readyness  upon  the  sbortest  notice  whtob  orders  may  be  iflsned,  But 
it  is  impoBsable  in  oar  Preeent  Situation  Chat  s*  ordeis  will  be  oosh 
pl/d  with  as  I  have  great  reason  to  Beliere  that  not  less  than  one 
third  the  men  in  our  Gonnty  are  aetnally  fled,  and  the  rest  who 
remidn  |are  Constantly  on  their  watoh  Tower,  and  in  dayly  ex- 
peotation  of  an  ataok  from  Indians  or  torys,  who  seems  at  Presest 
▼erey  nnmeras  and  dayly  Enoreasing.  Thus  Sir,  I  have  giren  a  short 
sketch  of  onr  situation  in  Hopes  y  Ezoellanoy  will  Pardon  ny 
diffioianoy  that  may  arise  from  our  destresed  Situation. 

I  am  Sir;  with 

greatest  respect  your 

most  obed*  Ha'ble  Senr*. 

JOHN  PIPER. 

Directed, 

On  Publiok  Barineis. 

The  Honourable  Thomas  Wharton,  jun'r^  Esq.,  President  in  Coon- 
dl;  Lancaster^ 


€oL.  Jno,  Pbootor  to  PfiBs'T  Whabton,  1778. 

Westmoreland  County,  Hay  y*  ]l5th,  1778. 

Honred  Sir, 

I  reoeaved  youre  letter  by  Mr.  Hendry  and  3500,  Pounds  and  am 
Mutch  oblidged  to  you  ^for  the  favor,  construotion  on  the  bloDder 
I  maid  in  my  last,  it  was  to  Pay  the  Militia.  I  intend  being  with 
Council  in  a  short  time  for  a  greater  suploy  of  Cash,  the  Militia 
aoooumpes  here  rises  to  upwards  of  Sevin  thousand  Pounds.  I  thank 
yon  for  the  sood  Nuse  you  gavue  me  of  a  traty  between  Franoe  and 
the  United  States^  since  my  last  we  had  a  smart  scrimace  with  the 
Indeans,  we  had  nine  men  Kild  and  sum  wounded,  four  of  the  enemy 
ware  Kiled,  our  Penile  ware  oblidged  to  quit  the  field  bdng  over 
Powered  by  a  supenor  number.  My  Compliments  to  CoL  MattoOi 
and  to  the  Gentlemen  of  my  aoquentuice  in  Council. 
And  am  Sir, 

youre  sincere  and 

Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  PaOCTOB. . 
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N.  B.  A  uamber  ai  'tofjs  bad  laid  %  plot  to  dttitibj  the  fort  al 
Pitaburg  but  were  detected  and  aam  of  the  Prinoipal  mea  are  taokio' 
and  in  Confinement^  whitch  I  hope  wiU  be  Ezeonted  in  a  few  dajes. 

■4 

To  Hia  Exelency  Thomas  Wharton;  jon'r,  PresH. 


Pkbsibent  of  Cokgbbss  70  PassiDiNi  Whabton,  1778* 

York  Town,  15  May,  1778. 

Sir, 

Since  ray  last  of  the  11th  Inst,  by  Post,  I  have  had  the  honor  of 
presenting  to  Congreaa  yonr  Ezoelleneey's  &Tor  of  the  12th. 

My  present  dut^  is  to  convey  the  Inclosed  Act  of  Congress  ct  thia 
state  for  discharging  from  restraint  the  H<moraUe  John  Penn  & 
Benja.  Chew,  Esquires,  a  copy  of  which  I  baye  transmitted  to  those 
Gentlemen* 

I  haT«  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  Regard,  Sir, 

your  Ezcellency^s 

Most  obedient  Servant. 

HENRY  LAURENS^ 
Prendent  of  Congress. 

Direeied, 

On  PnUie  Senrice. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire,  President  of  Peniteyt 
yania,  at  Lancaster. 


BjSBOLUTION  07  CONQBBSS,  1778. 

In  Congress, 

*  May  15, 1778. 

BesoWe^, 

That  John  Penn' and  Benjamin  Chew,  esquires,  be  conveyed 
withoot  delay  into  the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  and  there  discharged 
from  their  parole;  And  that  their  exoellendes  the  president  of  Penn* 
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flylvftiiU  atid  ike  (Governor  of  New  Josey  be  serenlly  AnUhed  with 
•  copy  of  ilkie  aei. 

Extract  from  the  mimitea. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


BEaOLTTXioirs  of  CoKaRXss,  177& 

la  Congress. 

Friday,  May  15th,  1778. 
Reoolyedf 

UnanimoiiBly,  that  all  Military  Offieera  oommissioiBed  by  Congreis^ 
who  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  in  the  aervioe  ef  the  United  States 
and  shall  eontinne  therein  daring  the  war  and  not  hold  any  offioe  ef 
Profit  under  these  States,  or  any  of  them,  shall  after  the  oonclusioii 
of  the  war  be  entitled  to  receive  annually  for  the  Term  of  SeTsn 
Years,  if  they  live  so  long,  one  half  of  the  present  pay  of  snob  offisersi 
provided  that  no  General  Offioers  of  the  Cavalry,  Artillery  or  Infantry 
ahali  be  entitled  to  receive  more  than  the  one  half  part  of  the  pay  of 
a  Colonel  of  such  Corps  respectively,  and  provided  that  this  resolution 
shall  not  extend  to  any  officer  in  the  Service  of  the  united  States, 
unless  he  shall  have  taken  aa  oath  of  Allegiaooe  to  and  shall  aetually 
reside  within  some  one  of  the  united  States. 

Besolved, 

Unanimously,  that  every 'non  commissioned  military  offiotf,  and 
Soldier  who  hath  inlisted  or  shall  inlist  into  the  Service  of  these 
States,  for  and  daring  the  war  and  shall  continae  therein  to  the  end . 
thereof  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  farther  Beward  of  Eighty 
Dollars  at  the  Expiration  of  the  war. 

Extraot  from  the  minutes. 

GEO.  BOND,*  for  Cha.  Thomson,  See'y. 
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Bemokstbancs  and  Protest  of  tbb  Prisoitbbs  ra 

Mason's  Lodge,  1777.* 

To  tbe  President  &  Counoil  of  Pennsjiyania. 
The  BemoDBtnuMe  k  Protest  of  tho  Snbseriben  Sheweth  s 

That  jour  Resolye  of  this  day  was  this  Afternoon  delivered  to  ns, 
which  is  the  more  unexpected,  as  last  Evening  jour  Secretary  in- 
formed us  yon  had  referred  our  business  to  Congress,  to  whom  we 
were  about  further  to  apply. 

In  this  resolve,  contrary  to  the  inherent  Bights  of  mankind,  you 
condemn  us  to  Banishment  unheard. 

You  determine  matters  concerning  uB,  which  we  could  have  dis- 
proved, had  our  right  to  a  Hearing  been  granted.  The  charge  affS* 
OS  of  refusiDff  **  to  promise  to  refrain  from  corresponding  with  the 
Enemy,''  insinuates  that  we  have  held  such  Correspondence,  which 
we  utterly  &  solemnly  deny. 

The  Tests  you  proposed  we  were  by  no  Law  bound  to  subscribe, 
and  notwithstanding  our  refusing  them,  we  are  still  justly  &  lawfully 
entitled  to  all  the  Kghts  of  Citizenship,  of  which  you  are  attempt- 
ing to  deprive  us. 

We  have  never  been  suffered  to  come  before  you  to  eyiBce  our 
Innocence,  &  remove  Sospieions  which  yon  have  labomred  to  instil 
into  the  Minds  of  others,  s  at  the  same  time  know  to  be  gronndlesa, 
altho'  Congress  reeommended  it  to  you  to  give  us  a  Heaiiog  ?  and 
TOUT  President  this  Moniing  assured  two  of  our  Friends  we  should 
nave  it. 

In  Yindicalion  of  oar  Chsraoters,  wa,  who  are  of  the  People 
called  Quakers,  are  fine  to  dedare  that,  altho'  at  the  time  many  of 
our  Fore&thers  were  eonvineed  of  the  Truth  ifhieh  we  tiieir  desoea- 
dants  now  profess,  great  Fluetuations  &  various  ohaages  &  Tamings 
happen'd  in  Government,  &  they  were  greatly  vilified  &  persecuted, 
for  a  firm  &  steady  adherenoe  to  their  peaceable  &  inofiensive  Prin- 
ciples, yet  they  were  pcesenred  from  any  thing  tending  to  promote 
Insurrections,  Conspiracies,  or  the  shedding  of  Blood.  And  during 
the  Troubles  which,  by  Permjssion  of  divine  Providence,  have  lat- 
terly prevailed,  we  have  steadily  maintained  our  Beligious  Principles 
in  these  respects,  and  have  not  held  any  Correspondenoe  with  the 
contending  Parties  as  is  unjustly  insinuated,  but  are  withheld  &  re- 
strained from  being  concerned  in  such  matters,  by  that  divine  Prin- 
ciple of  ftraoe  &  Tmth,  which  we  profess  to  be  our  Kule  &  Ouide 
thro'  Life :  this  is  of  more  Force  &  Obligation  than  all  the  Teats  & 
BecIaraUohs  devised  by  men. 

And  we  who  are  ox  ihe  Church  of  England,  are  free  to  declare 

*  This  paper  was  not  diBcovered  in  time  to  be  inserted  in  its  proper  place. 
In  Vot.  T.,  page  604,  bating  been  found  among  the  docameats  of  177S. 
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to  yon,  &  to  the  World,  that  we'  never  have  at  any  time  da- 
ring the  present  GoatroTeny,  either  direetly  or  indirectlyi  ^  com- 
**  manicated  any  Intelligence  whatever  to  the  Commander  of  the 
*^  British  Forces,  or  any  other  Person  concerned  in  Poblic  A&in.'' 
And  with  the  same  Ohearfnlness  we  wonld  have  ennged  not  to  bold 
any  snch  Correspondence  in  fntnre,  had  not  the  Requisition  been 
coupled  with  igDominiooa  &  illegal  BestrictioBe,  aabjeofcing  us  to  be- 
come Prisoners  within  the  Walls  of  our  own  DwellingSi  &  to  sunreih 
der  ourselves  to  the  President  &  Council  on  demand:  this  the 
clear  Consciousness  of  our  Innocence  absolutely  forbade  us  to  se- 
cede to. 

Upon  the  whole,  your  Proceedings  have  been  so  arbitrary  that 
Words  are  wanting  to  express  our  Sense  of  them,  we  do  therefore,  as 
the  last  Office  we  expect  you  will  suffer  us  now  to  perform  for  the  be- 
nefit of  our  Country,  in  behalf  of  ourselves,  &  those  Freemen  of  Pena- 
silvania  who  still  have  any  Regard  for  Liberty,  solemnly  remonstrate 
&  protest  against  your  whole  conduct  in  this  unreasonable  Excess  of 
Power  exercised  by  you. 

•That  the  Evil  &  destructive  Spirit  of  Pride,  Ambition  &  arbi- 
trary Power  with  which  you  have  peen  actuated  may  cease  &  be  ne 
more,  &  that  Peace  on  Earth,  &  Good  will  to  men  may  happily  take 
the  place  thereof,  in  your  &  all  men's  minds,  is  the  sinoere  desire  of 
jour  oppressed  &  iigured  Fellow-Citisens. 

Mason's  Lodge,  Philad%  Sept'  9th,  1777. 

Thos.  Oilpin,  John  Hunt, 

Cha.  Jkyis,  Jams.  Psmbebton 

Phinbab  Bond,  John  Pxmbbrton, 

Thos.  Affleck,  Tho.  Whabton, 

William  Dkbwkt  Smtth,  Edw'd  Pimington, 

Thos.  Pikb,  Thos.  Ooombv, 

Wm.  Sboth,  Broker,  Hsnby  I^nkeb, 

Elijah  Brown,  Thomas  Fisher, 

Charles  £ddy,  Sam'l  Pleasants, 

Miers  Fisher,  Samuel  R.  Fishbb^ 

Isa.  Pbmbbbton,  Owen  Jonbs^  Jr. 


Petition  of  Prisoners  from  Yislqxsu^  1778. 

To  the  President  ft  Connoil  of  PennsylTinift*  * 

We,  the  Subscribers,  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Philadelphis, 
having  been  there  arrested  and  Banished  to  Winchester,  in  Virginis, 
"by  your  authority,  upon  groundless  suspicions,  without  any  (Mence 
being  laid  to  our  Charge,  and  being  now  brought  to  this  place  by 
^our  Messengers^  after  a  Captiyitj  of  near  eight  months^  think  it 
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oitf  Dttfty  to  apply  to  yoa  to  be  ninalated  in  tlie  fall  Eijojaent  of 
tliat  Liberty,  of  which  we  have  been  00  long  depri?ed. 

We  aie  yoor  real  Friends. 

MiSRS  FrsHiR,  Sam'l  VhnABAJrrs, 

CHA&iiSs  EvDYy  Cha.  Jsryib, 

TsB.  Pemberton,  Thomas  FishiB; 

Jams.  PembebtoNj  Thos.  Affleok, 

Edt?*©  Pbninoton,  Elijah  Bbowk, 

JoHK  PembertoNi  Wm.  Smith,  Broker, 

Tho.  Wharton,  Owen  Jones,  Jr., 

Henrt  Drinker,  Samuel  R.  Fibber, 

Lancaster,  4th  mo.,  26th,  1778.* 

Jhdor$ed, — ^Petition  of  the  Quaker  prisonera. 


Robert  Galbraith  to  Pres.  Whartok,  1778. 

May  16, 1778. 
May  it  please  your  Exeellenoy, 

The  Conrte  at  Bedford,  Carlisle  and  York,  are  held  with  great 
regnlarity  and  propriety,  and  more  business  done  in  the  sessions  in 
a  week,  then  used  formerly  to  be  done  under  the  old  CSonstitution* 
It  ifl  with  pleasure  that  I  acquaint  vou  that  n  reeonoiliation  is 
•ffeoted  in  Bedford  County,  between  the  Inhabitants,  who  for  some 
time  past  were  opposed  to  each  other  with  regard  to  the  Constitution 
nnd  political  sentiments.  The  matter  originated  between  Mr.  Smith 
and  myself,  and  our  endeavours  with  each  Party  had  the  desired 
effect*  Mr.  Woods,  Mr.  Smith  &  Mr.  Espy,  all  applied  at  the 
Court  for  admission  as  attomies,  and  were  by  the  Court  admitted 
accordingly ;  previous  to  which  they  had  taken  the  Oath  of  allegi- 
ance, and  gave  assurance  of  their  sincere  intentions  of  burying  all 
past  disputes  in  oblivion,  and  their  hearty  and  sincere  endeavours  to 
assist  government  and  its  Laws  and  Officers  to  the  utmost  of  their 
power.  The  Bench  and  Bar,  as  usual.  Dined  together  two  Bays  of 
the  Court  Week,  and  transacted  business  with  great  unanimity.  I 
had  several  reasons  for  joining  with  them,  (for  I  would  infonn,  tho 
application  came  from  Mr.  Smith  to  me)  first,  because  a  returning 
penitent  ought  to  be  admitted,  and  because  they  bad  it  in  their 
power  to  do  a  ereat  deal  of  good  or  harm ;  they  were  old  settlers, 
acquainted  with  business,  still  had  the  confidence  of  a  number 
capable  of  giving  uneasiness  and  trouble,  notwithstanding  we  had 
brought  them  under  the  Law,  '^  That  forced  prayers  are  not  good," 
''is  an  old  maxim,  and  convince  a  Man  against  his  will  and'' 

*  nb  shcQld  have  been  inserted  on  page  445,  >l(»rtl  Se. 
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"  he'l  ba  of  the  Banie  optniM  rtil]/'  is  another  I  «dl  rottOmW. 
The  applioatien  ootping  ftx)iii  them,  has  every  mark  of  shioefitj ; 
their  getting  admitted  And  bearing  alleciflBee  Tolnatarilji  &of.|  is 
in  my  opinioni  act  onljr  a  suffieient  acknowledgment  to  Bedford 
Gonnty,  bnt  tne  state  in  general.  That  by  their  assista^oe  and 
advice  their  mouths  are  stopped  from  finding  fanlt.  the  preaeni 
officers  eased  of  a  great  deal  of  the  Burthen  of  publick  bnsineaSi  k 
the  Council  be  no  more  troubled  with  long  Epistles,  Suf.  For  had 
not  this  been  effected  at  last  Court,  there  would  Ve  been  a  number 
of  Replevins  and  other  actions  commenced  against  the  present 
officers  (that  whether  well  or  ill  founded)  would 've  done  more  harm 
than  good,  and  to  avoid  this  they  say  they  want  nothing  but  friend- 
ship, and  that*  Jastice  may  be  done  them.  As  I  look  upon  mysdf 
bound  to  do  every  thing  in  my  power  for  the  good  of  the  Ganae  in 
general,  and  Bedford  County  in  particular,  I  would,  at  the  requesi 
of  Mr.  Smith,  (for  I  believe  ha  is  almost  tired  of  writing^  to  Gonnoii 
himself)  mention  the  Situation  of  some  Townships  in  Bedford 
County  with  regard  to  Magistrates.  George  Woods,  Sam^  Davidson 
&  George  Funk,  were  elected  for  Bedford  Town,  and  returned  some 
time  ago.  Whether  it  would  be  proper  to  Commisdon  Mr.  Woods 
or  not,  as  he  is  admitted  an  attorney  at  Law,  I  leave  to  the  Council 
to  determine ;  Mr.  Davidson  has  been  in  the  CommisBioa  befon^ 
and  made  a  good  Maifistrate ;  George  Funk  is  an  honest  Map,  and 
may  please  the  Gormans;  WilUam  Proctor,  junior,  was  in  Goramis* 
sion  before,  and  made  a  eood  Magistrate ;  Wm.  Tod  eame  to  Bed- 
ford County  to  live  shorUy  before  I  removed  to  York  Cooiityy  and 
therefore  cannot  say  much  of  him  from  my  own  knowIedge,«bnt  as 
be  has  been  elected  with  Mr.  Proctor  for  Bedford  TownAip^  i$mj 
do  very  welL  I  am  uneasy  eonoeming  Cumberland  Valley  Town* 
ship.  Colonel  Charles  Cessna  and  Thomas  Coulter  are  the  twofi^ 
test  Men  in  that  Township  for  the  Commission,  and  yet  these  two 
Men  have  not  been  upon  good  Terms  diese  several  years,  and  I 
imi^e  have  had  seperate  Sleotions  for  that  purpose.  I  should  be 
glad  the  Council  would  reconcile  matters  that  way.  Mr.  Coulter 
was  in  the  Commission  before,  and  made  a  good  magistrate*  The 
Gonncil  may  receive  information  from  Colonel  Cessnay  m  I  expect 
he  is  now  in  the  assembly. 

I  wonld  be  glad  Colonel  Matlaok  would  send  m^  ^  &»t  saft 
opportunity,  a  Doaen  Tavern  Licenees. 

lam, 

with  the  greatest  respect. 

Your  Exoelley's  and  the  Councils 

most  obed*  humble  Serv*, 

BOBEBT  0ALBBAITH. 

Directed, 

His  B^aeUenay  dFhomas  WhaHim,  Jur.,  Esq',  Lan^Mtm 
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CHABLES  PBTTCC  to  P&SSIDXKT  WflA&TOVy  1778. 

Camp,  Yalley  Forg^  16  May,  1778. 
Sir, 

Ycmt  ExceUeno/s  Letter  of  the  7th  Instant  eatne  to  my  Bands 
HI  the  absenee  of  Oeneral  Greene,  who  is  on  a  tonr  to  tlshltill.  I 
Am  not  insensible  of  the  Jostiee  of  the  Complaint  yon  mention,  re* 
tpeeting  the  payment  of  Waggon  hite.  The  Applleationi  I  daily 
teeeire  have  fally  convinced  me  th&t  this  Complaint  is  not  only  too 
well  founded,  but  that  it  might  be  extended  with  eqnal  Jnstioe  to 
many  other  Partienlars.  We  have  thereforci  with  unabated  Atten- 
tion, endeavored  to  remedy  this  Misohief,  as  well  fbr  the  sake  of  the 
People,  who  are  the  immediate  sufferers,  as  with  a  view  to  iheilitate 
the  Pnblick  Service ;  and  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inferm  you  that 
our  endeavours  have  been  so  hi  successful,  that  I  have  good  Reason 
to  believe  the  like  Complaints  will  not  arise  in  future.  It  was  some 
time  after  we  came  into  the  Department  that  we  obtained  our  first 
supply  of  Cash;  we  were  therefore  obliged,  for  a  time,  to  encounter 
the  l3i£culties  that  Opposed  us  with  the  Shattered  Remains  of 
Credit  But  we  are  now  poasessed  of  more  ample  Funds ;  sufficient^ 
we  hope,  to  pay  all  our  Current  Contracts,  and  to  clear  off  the  incum- 
berances  which  have  arisen  since  our  Commencement,  which  was  (he 
2d  of  Match  last  Many  Debts,  I  know,  are  due  on  former  Contracts, 
and  we  have  warmly  solicited  Congress  to  have  them  disohaijged } 
but  as  we  are  not  authorized  to  intermeddle  with  them,  I  cannot  at 
preseni  sav  when  or  how  they  will  be  settled.  You  may  be  assured 
however  that  nothing  on  our  Part  shall  be  Wanting  to  render  the 
Public  service  as  little  inconvenient  as  possible  to  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Country. 

The  necessary  Transportation  of  Stores  and  Forage  is  so  great  that 
we  wish  to  improve  the  little  water  Carriage  left  in  our  Power  to  thd 
best  Advantage.  For  this  find  we  have  got  a  number  of  Boats  now 
in  use  on  Schuylkill,  which  Answer  the  putpose  very  well  when  the 
River  is  pretty  full,  but  it  is  now  so  low  that  the  Navigation,  at  many 
passes,  is  much  obstructed.  Major  Eyre. has  surveyed  the  River  from 
Beading  hither,  and  informs  me  that  it  may,  withoat  difficulty,  be 
reudeled  navigable  through  the  summer  season  for  the  Boats  lately 
constructed,  which  are  calculated  to  draw  but  little  water  in  Propor- 
tion to  the  Burden  they  carry.  This  necessary  work,  fhooghit  would 
be  beneficial  to  the  United  States  for  a  short,  perhaps  a  v^ry  short 
Time  only,  would  produce  lasting  adtantages  to  the  Commeree  of  this 
State ;  I  am  therefore  induced  to  hope  the  Government  will  improve 
so  favourable  an  opportunity  of  serving  the  common  cause,  and  at 
the  same  time  so  essentially  promoting  the  ittterests  of  th^  State. 
I  am  fiirther  induced  to  make  this  Applination  toyou  from  the  Im- 
practicability of  engaging  a  sufficient  number  of  £Lands  through  any 
other  Channel  to  elbet  the  Business  with  the  ndbessary  Expedition. 

22* 
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The  River  is  now  low,  and  if  a  number  of  the  people  of  Uie  Coimtiy 
bordering  on  the  River,  oonld  be  asaembled  at  each  of  the  paasei 
nearest  to  their  respeotive  Habitations,  the  work  might  be  completed 
in  a  very  few  Days.  Major  Ejre,  who  was  with  me  yesterday,  will 
Wait  on  yon  in  a  Day  or  two,  and  will  explain  the  Matter  to  yoa 
more  fully.  As  it  will  be  of  great  Importanoe  to  the  Pnbli^  to 
have  this  Business  speedily  effected,  I  must  beg  vour  early  Atteatioa 
to  it,  whether  the  Ezpence  is  eventually  to  be  borne  by  this  State 
in  particular  or  by  the  United  States,  as  in  either  ease  the  Aid  of 
the  civil  government  will  be  necessary.  Major  Eyre  informs  me 
the  Ezpenee  will  not  probably  exceed  two  thousand  Pounds.  The  IB- 
dosed  Fapercuntains  a  Copy  of  his  return  of  the  Depth  of  Water, 
and  Remaf ks  on  the  Different  Passes  that  want  Improvement* 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

With  great  Respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient        - 

&  very  humble  Servant, 

CHA.  PBTTEP, 

A.  Q.  M.  Gen'L 

Direciedf 

On  publick  service. 

For  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 


Names  of  the  Fords  on  SchuylkiU. 


Miles  from  Reading. 

Kern's  Ford, 
Frederick  Micket's  Ford 
Henry  Bingman's    Do., 
Stock  Falls, 
2  Callopey  Stream, 
Lewis's  Ferry,     .   '     . 
Cow  and  Calf, 

6  Lewis's  falls, 

7  Postion,  Murry  Island, 
Leonard  Lappoe's  shoals, 

8  Oreen  tree  ford,  • 

9  Baiohel  Shoals,    . 
11  Jacob  Hewifs  Ford, 
14  Campbell's  Ford, 


Depth  of  Water. 

9  Inches. 
12  Inches. 
15  Inches, 
from  10  to  15,  Boekey. 
18,  Rockey. 
12  to  15,  Very  Rockey. 

12  Inches. 
6  to  7,  Long  and  Boekey. 
10, 15  Inches. 
8,12. 
5,6. 
8,12. 
8. 
0,7. 


*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XI.  >  p.  490. 
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Miles  from  Beading. 

15  David  Davis's  Ford^     . 
17  White  Hone  ford^  Gerlin'si . 
Abraham  WaDegert's  Ford^ 
21  Jacob  Floyd's  Ford;    . 

23  Pott's  grove  ford^ 

24  Mr.  Baichdl's,     . 

26  "        «         Potts'sDam, 

27  Bombohook  Ford, 

29  John  Heisler's  Ford,    . 

80  Daniel  Matt's  shoalsi    . 

81  Edv.  Barker's  Ford,    . 
Sli  Barker^s  shoals, 

33  Geo.  Ross's  Fishdam,  . 

34}  Erasmus  Laver's  Shoals, 

85-6  Frederick  Sower's  shoalsi 

35}  Lawrence  Hippie's  Ford, 

87  Ming's  Island,     .         . 

88  Adam  Hallman's  long  shoals, 
Black  rock, 

40  John  Bnckwalter's  Fishdam, 

43  Gordon's  Ford,    . 

44  Moore  Hall, 

45  Richardson's  Ford, 
45}  Pennypacker's,    . 
46}  Pawllngs's  ford, 

49  SulUvan's  Bridge, 


Depth  of  Water. 

7,8. 
12. 
15. 
14. 
12. 

6. 

5. 

6. 
12. 
10. 

6,  Small  Rocks. 

6,7. 
12. 

6,  Rookey. 

6,  Do. 
6,10. 

8, 10,  Level  Bottom. 

7,12. 

4  to  20  feet 

6, 15  Inches. 

7,  15,  French  Creek. 
9, 10  Inches. 

7,  13,  Rockey. 
7, 12,  Fishdam. 
7, 12.  Stoney. 
8, 12,  Stoney. 


Council  to  Board  op  Wab,  1778. 


In  Council, 


Lancaster,  May  16th,  1778. 


Gentlemen, 

By  letters  from  Cumberland  County,  it  appears  that  several  per- 
sons  have  been  killed  by  the  Indians  very  lately  on  the  Bald  Eagle 
creek,  and  in  Penns  Yalley,  and  that  the  people  on  the  frontiers  are 
in  great  distress  for  want  of  arms  and  ammunition.  John  Carothers, 
Bsq*',  lieutenant  of  the  County  of  Cumberland,  has  informed  Council 
of  an  application  made  by  him  to  your  board  for  a  supply  of  rifles 
and  ammunition,  to  which,  on  the  12th  instant  he  had  not  received 
an  answer.  The  importance  of  this  application  induces  the  Coundl 
to  requestjour  attention  to  it^  as  itis.not  in  the  power  of  the  State 
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to  afford  ilMsa  people  mi  immediate  supply  of  riflesi  wliioh  tie  Ae 
only  arma  upon  whioh  tliej  ean  depend. 

I  am  Genti^tnen; 

with  much  respect, 

your  very  htimble  servant 

Q.  B.    Vice  Preeideni 
DirecUd.—To  Hon«>*  Board  of  Wix,  at  York  Town. 


Col.  James  Pottba  to  Maj.  Gjsk.  Armst&ono,  1778. 

* 

Uper  fort,  penna  VaHey,  May  ITth,  1778. 
I>Sir, 

Oar  Sayige  Enemys  oontenue  to  murder  and  Scalp  and  Captayet. 
I  am  informed  hj  Col.  Long  that  on  the  Eleventh  Instant  there  was 
a  few  famleys  Coming  to  Locomon^  asoorted  by  a  party  under  the 
Command  of  Col.  Holaterman,  the  were  attacked  by  12  Indinnefl 
who  Killed  six  of  them  and  six  more  was  a  missing  about  tbe  flame 
time^  there  ^as  three  men  Killed  at  Loyalsack.  He  furder  Informs 
that  some  time  ago  there  was  twenty  persons  Killed  on  the  North 
Branchy  and  one  Taken  presner  who  has  made  his  eseape,  and  sajBi 
that  the  Indians  are  detarmined  to  Clear  the  two  Branches  of  Bub- 
quhanah  this  moon.  If  there  not  somthing  dun  to  put  a  stop  to  these 
murders  soon,  this  Cuntrey  will  be  entierly  given  up  to  the  saviges. 
We  have  two  forts  in  this  Valley  and  are  detarmined  to  stand  as  bog 
AS  we  are  supported,  But  if  we  have  not  men  sent  to  assist  us,  we 
are  too  few  in  number  to  maka.a  atand ;  the  Barer  Major  Myles  is 
going  to  the  Lieutenants  of  your  County  appleying  for  some  men,  if 
he  Cannot  obtain  them,  he  will  go  to  the  Councal ;  if  he  has  to 
go,  I  request  the  favour  of  you  to  write  by  him  to  the  Councal,  Be- 
questing  a  suply  of  men  for  this  pleaoe,  the  seroumstances  of  his 
Oountrey  is  truely  Lementable,  I  want  fot  words  to  Describe  it  to 
Tou,  the  people  are  many  of  them  Very  pore,  and  Bread  at  such  a 
high  price,  god  Knows  what  the  Consequances  will  be. 

I  am  D'  Sir, 

with  Esteem 

your  most  obedient 

Humble  Servant 

JAS.  POTTEE. 

P.  S.  I  wonld  be  obl^^  to  yoa  if  yoa  would  write  meyoo 
[ieiiluaaits  in  Begard  of  the  times. 
Direetedf 

To  Hie  Honorble  Major  General  Armstrong,  OarMa,  Vy  V^tf 
Mylea. 
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Col.  Jambs  PotrrjHt  to  Lt.  Ool.  BrmrABT,  1778. 

Upcr  fort  penns  Valley,  May  17th,  1778. 
I>  Sir, 

The  Bearer  Major  Myles  goa  to  you  to  appley  for  men  to  Releve 
Gap'  Bell,  I  Deed  not  inform  yoa  that  Keeping  the  strengths  in  the 
frunteer  parts  is  the  second  best  menans  under  proj^idance  of 
securing  the  Interiour  parts  of  the  €ountvey,  and  it  has  been  well 
Known  in  the  other  warr  that  wheh  those  who  were  the  frunteers, 
give  way,  the  more  interer  parts  Ren  with  them.  I  Request  the 
nvour  of  you  to  send  the  Relefe  in  time  so  as  we  may  not  be  left 
irithottt  men^  there  is  no  way  of  stopping  the  seveges  bat  by  Garring 
ivar  into  ther  €ountrey. 

I  am  D'  Sir,  your  most 

Hon'Ue  Servant       

JAS.  POTTER. 
Directed^ 

To  Lieut*  Gol.  George  Stewart,  Tuskorora. 
IP  favour  of  1  • 

Major  Hyles.   j 


State  Navy  Board  to  Prksibbitt  Whabton,  1778. 

Sir, 

As  soon  as  the  Board  reo<  your  Ezoellencya  Letter  by  Cap* 
Blewer,  we  gave  notice  to  the  Officers  that  they  were  to  be  dis- 
charged except  15  or  20.  They  thought  it  hard,  and  sent  us  the 
inclosed  Petition,  and  drew  up  a  Remonstrance  to  your  Excellency 
and  Council,  and  have  deputed  the  Commodore,  Cap'  Houston,  and 
Gap*  Brown,  to  wait  on  you.  The  men  were  uneasy  on  being  sent 
up,  and  a  grast  many  has  run  since  they  had  notice.  The  Stewards^ 
Oonners,  &  Bbatswains  we  have  discharged.  The  rest  of  the  men 
sets  off  thw  Day.  We  sent  off  Mr.  Thompsons  Letter  for  Waggons 
the  Day  we  reo*  it,  but  never  received  a  Waggon  till  yesterday. 

The  Galleya  are  all  sunk,  but  can  be  raised  very  easyly.  The 
Briff  &  Shallops  are  also  easilv  got  up,  and  the  Enemy  has  done 
no  damage  to  any  one  Vessel  belonging  to  the  State.  The  Stores 
are  all  moved  off;  some  Six  miles,  some  Eight  miles,  &e.,  and  some 
at  Pitta  Town.  The  situation  of  the  Vessels  Gap*  Houston  can  in* 
form  you  particularly. 

Imn 

your  Exoellencya 

most  H^>*  ServS 

W-  BRADFORD. 

TrantoD;  Hay  18,  1778. 
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OOVKOIL  TO  ASSBHBLT,  1778. 

Lanoaatcri  Maj  18Ui|  1778. 
Gentlemeni 

Council  think  it  their  duty  to  lay  before  yon  some  matters  irhidi 
aeem  to  be  deserving  of  Legislative  attention. 

The  Constitution  directs  that  Justices  of  the  peace  be  elected  by 
the  freeholders,  unless  any  district  incline  to  change  the  mode.  No 
standing  law  for  regulating  these  Elections  is  provided,  &  altho'  it 
would  seem  that  by  the  20^^  Article  of  cap  2,  theCoandl  might  supply 
every  vacancy  happening  by  death,  resignation,  or  othertoite  in  the 
Justices,  as  in  other  caseSi  yet  is  the  spirit  of  the  80^  Article  henby 
infringed. 

The  Waggon  Laws,  as  is  common  with  new  regulations,  upon 
Trial,  are  found  in  some  respects  deficient.  On  this  subject  Coimdl 
beg  leave  to  refer  to  Mr.  Younff,  Waggon-master  of  the  State.  The 
arrearages  due  by  Qen^  Mifflin,  late  Q'  M'  General,  having  long  been 
lik0ia  drag  on  the  service,  has  been  the  subject  of  our  remonstnooefl 
to  Congress,  to  General  Mifflin  &  his  deputy  here,  &  lately  to  Qea' 
Green.  Without  removing  this  difficulty,  this  service  will  be  ill 
performed. 

Perhaps  Assembly  will  be  of  opinion  that  by  the  9th  Article, 
Capt.  b^.  of  the  Constitution,  Negroes  &  Mulattoes,  as  other  men, 
are  triable  only  by  a  Jury  of  the  Country.  It  has  been  enquired 
lately  of  the  secretary  if  a  Commission  for  Trial  of  these  people 
could  issue.  The  former  mode  required  attendance  needless  in 
Courts ;  the  fees,  sometimes  payable  by  innocent  masters,  wen 
double  the  fees  in  the  Quarter  Sessions ;  and  the  mode  was  repro- 
bated as  contrary  to  the  common  Law,  &  as  thereby  of  ill  example. 
It  may  be  observed  that  in  case  these  people  be  referred  for  Trial 
to  the  Courts  of  Oyer  &  Terminer,  &  Quarter  Sessions,  the  Court  or 
Jury  should  be  enabled  to  value  Criminal  Slaves  condemned  capi- 
tally, in  order  to  indemnify  their  Owners.  It  might  also  deserve 
consideration  whether  the  master  ought  in  any  case  to  pay  Costs  of 
prosecution,  because  experience  prooves  that  Negroe  Servants  an 
with  difficulty  brought  to  Justice  because  of  the  expense  henby 
brought  upon  their  Owners. 

The  Admiralty  Jurisdiction  is  not  ascertained,  so  as  to  admit  of 
the  appointment  of  a  Judge  of  Admiralty.    Nor  is  the  duty  of  a 

CTt  officer  set  forth.  These,  it  is  hopeid,  will  become  necesaaiy 
fore  long.  A  Court  of  Errors,  &  for  Appeals  should  be  erected. 
It  seems  expedient  that  provision  be  miule  for  the  great  expenoe 
of  the  Attorney  General  in  attending  the  Goal  deliveries  of  capital 
offenders,  &  the  prosecutions  in  the  sessions  of  the  peace.  It  may 
be  remarked,  that  as  Yerj  little  Common  pleas  business  is  done  m 
any,  none  in  the  Courts  of  most  advantage  in  peaceable  times  to  the 
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Lawyen,  assistanoe  of  this  nature  is  more  necessary  at  present 
Goancil  fear  embarrasment  on  this  subject  should  it  be  deferred. 

A  resolve  of  Congress,  dated  Ap*  23',  1778|  recommending  an 
offer  of  pardon,  nnder  proper  restrictions  to  snch  persons  as  may  have 
Ijoiaed  the  Enemy^  provided  they  surrender  themselves  before  the 
30th  day  of  June  next,  another  of  May  1st,  recommending  the 
Exemption  from  Militia  duty  of  Manufacturers  of  militaiy  stores ; 
k  third,  dated  May  8tb,  concerning  tbe  Measures  taken  to  defend 
the  Western  CountieS|  are  hereby  laid  before  the  House. 


Jambb  Young  to  Hok.  Giobqb  Bbtan^  1778. 

Sir, 

I  bes  leave  to  inclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  just  now  re- 
ceived nrom  M'  Pettit,  Assistant  Quarter  Master  General,  that  you 
may  judge  of  the  great  importance  of  getting  out  the  Waggons  in 
this  State,  Also  a  circular  letter  which  I  send  to  the  Waggon  Master 
of  Chester  County ;  after  you  have  perused  it  I  beg  you  will  be  kind 
enough  to  seal  &  give  to  the  express  the  bearer  hereof,  to  proceed 
with  it ;  you  will  there  see  my  reasons  for  the  immediate  impressing 
the  Waggons,  if  the  Hon^^*  Council  are  of  opinion  I  have  gone  too 
£ur  I  beg  you  will  inform  me,  for  the  Law  impowers  the  Commander 
in  Chief  to  Cause  impressing  Waggons,  I  make  no  doubt  you  will 
urge  M'  Bayley,  the  Waggon  Master  of  Lancaster,  to  get  his  Quota 
out,  notwithistanding  the  many  inconveniencys  he  meets  with,  as  a 
€^nd  Push  is  now  absolutely  necessery^  hoping  you  will  excuse  me 
for  these  remarks, 

lam 

Sir,  with  due  respect, 

your  most  Obed*  &  very  humble  Serv*, 

JA«  YOUNQ,  W.  M.  G.  S.  P. 
Beading,  18«^.May,  1778. 

Directed^ 
The  Honorable  George  Bryan  Esq'. 
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Comm'rs  or  Berks  Co.  to  Secretary  T.  Matlaok,  1778. 

Bettding,  Maj  18^  1778. 

Sir, 

Your  (Cironlar)  Letter  of  the  7th  Ingtant^  hj  ord«r  of  Oootici], 
eame  to  hand  last  Saturday,  on  receipt  of  which  we  have  this  Dajr 
ooQvened  together,  and  in  answer  thereto  inform  you  that  a  Tax  of 
'  five  Shillings  in  the  pound,  granted  hy  Assembly  last  Winter,  is 
already  Assessed  and  laid,  and  preoei^  issued  out  for  Collecting  the 
whole  thereof  against  the  first  day  of  July  next^  amounting  to  up- 
wards of  seven  thousand  pounds. 

For  the  want  of  the  Laws  being  r^larly  sont  to  ui^  which  we 
request  may  be,  and  the  unwillingness  of  persons  to  act  in  their 
respective  Offices,  has  caused  us  not  to  be  so  forward  as  we  willingly 
wish'd  to  be.  We  were  under  the  necessity  of  levying  the  Fines  on 
several  Collectors  who  refused  to  Act,  Which  Fines  by  the  said  Act, 
in  our  Opinion,  are  too  trivial ;  But  we  observe  in  the  last  Act  we 
find  them  enereased,  which  we  look  on  to  be  absolutely  necessary  in 
order  to  force  them  to  their  duty.  As  to  the  last  Act  for  raising 
the  Sum  of  £16,544.  14.  2.  the  quota  for  this  County  is  jast  laia 
before  us  by  Henry  Christ,  Esq'.  As  the  mode  for  levying  the  same 
is  quite  new,  we  are  somewhat  at  a  loss  how  to  proceed,  stili  are 
determined  to  enforce  the  same  according  to  the  best  of  our  Judg- 
ments and  Abilities,  as  we  have  the  public  Cause  of  America  much 
at  Heart. 

At  present  we  oannot  observe  wherein  the  interposition  of  Legis- 
lature is  requisite,  if  we  may  hereafter,  shall  not  be  negligent  in 
giving  Council  Intelligence  thereof. 

We  are  with  great  regard. 

Sir, 

your  most  obcd<  hble  Servants, 

CHRISTIAN  LANNER.? 
JOHN  KBRLIN. 
PETEO  FIDLBR,  T 

Directed^ 

(On  publick  Service.) 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq.,  at  Lancaster. 
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BKSJAXrS  TRAHELUr  AKB  JOHI^  AbAICB  TO  MTTS, 

1778. 

Paria,  May  18%  1778, 
Gentlemen  t 

Certain  intelligenee  banng  been  reeeiVd  that  Eleyen  British  Ships 
ci  War,  (Yii.,  one  of  90  Qana,  nine  of  74,  and  one  of  64  Oans)  are 
in  the  Boad  of  8*  Hellene,  near  Portemoath,  bonnd  for  North  Ampr- 
iea,&  the  United  Stales  beings  in  allianoe  with  France,  Ton  are 
reqoested  ms  speedily  as  possible  to  Convey  this  inforsiiation  to  the 
Ooounanden  m  any  French  Fleet  or  Ships  of  War  in  America,  by 
sending  them  thia  Letter,  and  also  to  Pablish  the  Contents  of  it  in 
all  the  Oontmental  News  Papen. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ckntlemen, 

Yonr  most  Obedient  Hnm^  Serv^, 

B.  FKANKLIN. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

A  tme  Copy. 

Attesk--John  Avery,  D^y  Seo'y  for  tte  State  of  Maesachnsetts 


Col.  Joseph  Pottsb  to  Prbsidkkt  of  Cottncil,  1778. 

Camp;  near  Cross  Beads,  May  18ih,  1778. 
Sir, 

On  my  coming  to  this  Country,  I  was  surprised  to  find  the  nnmber 
of  Militia  so  small  as  it  is ;  so  small  that  I  can  do  little  with  them. 
We  have  taken  up  a  number  of  Market  People,  and  when  it  appears 
they  are  not  able  to  pay  Fines,  we  whip  them  and  send  them  off.  I 
have  no  Horsemen,  and  without  them  there  is  no  safety  for  the 
Troops.  I  must  employ  four  or  five.  I  would  request  the  favour  of 
Council  to  allow  of  a  Troop  being  raised,  was  it  not  my  opinion  that 
the  Enemy  are  about  to  leave  us;  All  accounts  agree  that  they  are 
about  to  depart.  I  have  sent  you  inclosed,  the  Copy  of  five  depon- 
tions,*  which  will  show  you  the  cruelty  and  barbarity  of  those  moroi* 
fol  &  humane  Brittons. 

I  am,  Sir,  Tour  Excell'ys  Most 

Obed*  Humble  ServS 

JA-  POTTBR. 

*  Depositions  not  found^unless  those  on  ^.  600  ftc  are  a  part  of  them. 
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Council  to  CoiiOKsl  Jacob  Mobgak,  1778. 

Lanoaater^  18«^  Haj^  1778. 

Sir, 

Gonnoil  hayine  directed  some  Arms  to  be  sent  from  Northampton 
to  your  Oure,  It  la  neceaaary  that  the  intent  theieof  be  exnUdned. 

It  waa  to  famiah  the  lieu^  of  Northumberland,  Samuel  Himteri 
Eaquire,  with  aome  Rifle  G-una  which  lay  in  the  handa  of  M'  Tjler. 
Aa  theae  were  only  81  in  number,  it  waa  thought  expedient,  in  oidar 
to  make  up  a  load,  ft  at  the  aame*time  plaoe  withia  your  reiaha 
further  anpply  of  Arma  for  the  Militia,  to  direct,  that  by  the  flama 
Waggon  about  70  Muaquetta  ahould  be  alao  forwuded. 

But  aa  the  danger  of  Indian  incnraiona,  &  the  infbriated  atate  d 
Northumberland  haa  induced  Council  to  aend  70  riflea  more  from 
hence,  being  all  at  preaent  to  be  had,  &  to  add  some  muaquetta,  is 
proper  enough  to  defend  houaea  &  atockadea,  I  hereby  requeat  joa 
may  send  about  100  fire-arma  (including  the  riflea)  of  auch  aa  yoa 
may  receive  from  M'  Tyler,  aa  act  forth  aboTC,  to  the  care  of  Col. 
Gibbon,  at  Harria'a  Ferry,  for  the  use  of  the  Northumberland  MiBda. 
Ji'  Qibbon  will  haTO  inatmctiona  oonceming  them. 

lam,  Si^ 

In  dor  Bed 

To  Col«  Jacob  Morgan,  Lieu*  of  Berks  County. 


Council  to  Gek.  Washikoton,  1778. 

In  Council,  Lancaater,  May  18, 1778. 
Sir, 

Your  Ezcellencys  letter  of  the  14th  inatant*  haa  Been  read  in 
Council.  The  mistake  respecting  the  Arms,  which  you  mention, 
has  probably  been  made  by  Lieu^  Col'  Bayard,  in  auppdsing  the 
Bayoneta  to  have  been  Continental  property,  when  they  really  be- 
long to  this  State ;  and  as  to  Col^  Bayard's  having  procured  them  to 
be  made,  we  can  only  say  that  we  are  not  informed  of  any  thing  of 
this  kind.  It  is  said  that  he  has  exerted  himself  in  pressing  the  work- 
men to  for^rd  the  Belts,  Scabborda,  &o.,  which  does  him  credit| 
and  far  from  wiahing  to  lessen  him,  we  are  elad  of  every  opportunity 
to  commend  industry  and  attention  to  puolick  business,  as  in  the 
preaent  case. 

The  expectation  of  a  call  for  a  laige  number  of  Militia  indneed  a 
heaitation  in  aending  theae  arma  to  Camp.  Thia  waa  the  more  reir 
aonable;,  aa  no  application  waa  made  for  them  by  order  of  your  Ez- 

*  See  pa|^  408. 
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oellency,  and  it  will,  undoubtedly,  be  attended  with  inoonvenienoj, 
and  DTobablj  great  loss  to  thia  State,  to  reeeiye  arms  marked  with 
the  Continental  brand  in  lien  of  those  marked  with  the  State  brand, 
beaides  the  improbability  of  our  iieceiTing  in  exchange  arms  eqoally 
good  with  those  now  requested  of  us.  The  confidence  we  have  in 
the  propriety  of  your  orders  has  induced  this  Council,  on  all  ooca- 
nons,  to  exert  ever^  power  we  possess  to  comply  with  your  demands, 
and  this  confidence  induces  us  now  to  give  orders  for  sending  the  arms 
forward  agreeable  to  your  request.  The  attack  made  by  the  Indians  on 
the  frontier,  has  oceasioned  a  demand  for  more  rifles  that  we  have  at 
pteaent  fit  for  service,  and  we  have  received  from  Wm.  Henry,  Eaq^ 
118  rifles  belonging  to  the  Continent,  to  put  into  the  handa  of  the 
Militia. 


Council  to  Pbbsibsnt  09  Cokgrsss,  1778. 


In  Conneil,  Lancaster,  May  18, 1778* 
Sir, 

The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  CoP  Sami  Hunter,  Lieutenant 
of  the  county  of  Northumberlanfl,  will  represent  to  you  the  state  of 
that  county.  Thomas  Hewitt,  Bsqr.^  of  that  county,  is  come  down 
to  procure  arms,  ammunition,  &o.,  and  is  the  bearer  of  thia  letter. 
We  have  proenred  aboot  one  hundred  and  twelve  Biflea  from  Wm. 
Henry,  Esqr.,  in  exchange  for  Muskets  and  Bayonets,  compleated, 
fitted,  belonging  to  this  State,  which,  with  about  two  hundred  others, 
hia  Excellency  Gen'  Washington  has  requested  for  his  army.  These 
riflea  will  be  forwarded  to  Cumberland  &  Northumberland,  with 
about  thirty  others  ordered  from  Northampton.  Ammunition  and 
Provisiona  we  expect  will  be  furnished  by  the*Board  of  War,  under  the 
direction  of  Congreaa.  The  exertions  of  Col.  Hunter,  in  calling  out 
the  Militia  mentioned  in  hia  letter,  appears  to  have  been  neoeaaarj 
and  proper,  and  we  hope  will  meet  the  approbation  of  Congress. 

Your  favour  of  the  15th  instant,  and  the  resolve  of  Congress  of 
the  aame  date,  enclosed  therein,  discharging  John  Penn  &  Benjamin 
CheWy  Eaquires,  have  been  read  in  Council.*  We  are  wholly  at  a 
loaa  to  know  why  they  have  been  discharged  in  thia  manner,  rather 
than  according  to  the  requeat  of  thia  Council  some  time  ago.  The 
zeepeot  we  have  for  the  determinations  of  Congress,  induces  us  to 
auppoae  that  there  may  be  good  and  sufficient  reasons  for  itr 

*  flee  page  507* 
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Samuel  Pleasants  to  Timotht  Matlaok,  1778. 

Philad.,  5tli  mo.^  ISth^  1778. 
Beep'  Friend^ 

Haying  beard  noihing  of  oar  Baggage  unoe  we  left  Laniatier,* 
I  take  the  liberty  to  request  tbou  will  pleaae  let  me  know,  as  flooi 
aa  poBsiUey  whether  the  Waggon  is  oome  to  that  Borough,  &  whei 
we  may  expect  it  will  reaeh  Jessey  Georges,  where  thou  was  kind 
enough  to  say  our  Baggage  shou'd  be  forwarded,  immediakelj  on  iti 
getting  to  Lancaster.  My  Wife  and  ier  Companions  having  ssst 
to  General  WashiDgton  for  a  pass  into  the  City,  he  was  so  obligiof 
as  to  send  one  for  us,  after  which  we  reaohed  home  on  the  30th  alt., 
without  any  interruption.  As  it  wou'd  be  much  more  oonvenieDtto 
us,  if  our  Baggage  pou'd  be  sent  Immediately  into  the  City,  we  shoa'd 
be  much  obliged  to  thee  to  obtain  a  Pass  from  Gkn'l  Wasbiogtoa 
for  that  purpose,  who,  I  have  no  doubt,  would  readily  grant  it 

I  amj  Bespeotfuliy, 

Thy  Friend, 

SAM'L  PLEASANTS. 
Directed. 

To  Timothy  Matlack^  Esq.,  in  Lancaster. 


CoUirCXL  M  PfilBiraNT  OV  OoSGBBSSy   1778. ' 

Laneaater,  19th  Hay,  1778. 
Bit, 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  OommonweaUh  of  Penusjlnni*) 
havinff  received  accounts  of  attacks  being  made  by  the  Indiaas  os 
aeverai  parts  of  our  Western  frontiers,  and  that  upwards  of  tkirtj 
persons  have  been  lately  killed  by  tbem  in  Bedford  county,  appointed 
a  Oommfttee  to  confer  with  the  Bxecutiye  Counwl  on  this  diitrea- 
in^  circumstance  :  this  conference  being  had,  we  are  unanimovtljfof 
opmion,  that  it  is  our  duty  to  apply  to  Congress  for  effectual  sssut- 
ance  against  the  Savages,  as  hath  been  afforded  to  the  Soutfaera 
States.  This  we  conceive  to  be  the  more  necessary  in  the  preseot  iit- 
nation  of  our  8tate,  while  the  British  enemy  are  in  possession  cf(ynr 
Oapitid.  The  great  extent  of  our  frontiers  renders  it  almost  impo^ 
riblc  to  prevent  the  sudden  k  horrid  excursions  of  this  Savage  peo- 
ple, by  any  force  which  can  be  supported  in  forts  or  defences  of  d^^ 
kind ;  but  we  conceive,  that  if  an  expedition  were  carried  into  tbo 
heart  of  the  Indian  country,  and  aooia  af  their  towns  destroyed,  it 

•  See  CoL  Rcc.,  ToL  XL,  p.  468. 


PSNNSYLYANIA  ABOHIVES  1778.  (25 

would  be  much  the  most  effectual  defence,  and  be  attended  with  less 
ezpeno^i  &nd  the  loea  of  fewer  men,  than  any  mode  of  mere  de-> 
fence.  We  have  a  firm  reliance  on  the  wisdom  of  Congress  in  di- 
recting the  measures  in  the  present  distressing  situation  of  our 
affiiirs ;  yet  we  should  be  greatly  wanting  in  our  duty  to  the  people 
whom  we  represent,  if  we  neglected  to  solicit  immediate  and  effect- 
ual assistance  against  an  enemy  which,  with  mnall  number  of  men, 
may  depoptilate  a  greater  country  in  a  few  (lays  than  a  large  British 
army  would  do  in  a  whole  campaign. 

Signed  by  order  of  Council. 


Council  xo  Chaelbs  Pettit,  Ass.  Q.  M.  Qjsn.,  1778. 

Lancaster,  May  19^  1778. 
Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  16th  instant'*'  has  been  read  in  Council,  and  is 
BOW  before  the  Heoaa  of  Assembly.  What  will  be  the  seutimenta 
of  the  House  respeet'g  the  clearing  of  Schuylkil  for  a  present  con- 
▼enieney,  appears  to  be  very  doubtful,  at  least  it  is  not  certain  that 
they  will  readily  adopt  any  plan  for  this  purpose.  It  is  appre- 
hended, that  the  expence  of  this  measure  will  veiy  greatly  exceed 
what  you  mention ;  but  if  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  there  is  eyery 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  hiring  of  men  for  this  purpose  will  be 
cheapest  and  most  expeditious. 

G.  B.,V.  P. 

To  Mr.  Charles  Pettit,  A.  Q.  M.  General. 


Wic.  Hart  to  Pres.  Wharton,  1778. 

May  y  19th,  1778. 
Honoured  Sir, 

The  presing  Calls  on  Me  for  money  to  pay  The  horses  I  have  pur- 
ehaaed,  will,  I  hope,  Be  Excuse  for  My  troubling  Council,  at  this 
^e,  take  it  Kind  if  Council  could  Send  by  y«  Beiurer,  either  money, 
or  an  order  to  draw  upon  Samuel  Smith,  Sub  Lt.  of  Bucks  county. 

From  you  very  humble  Servant; 

WM.  HABT. 
9  favour'of  Mr.  Greer,  Esqr. 
Pirededj 
To  the  Honourable  Thomas  Wharton,  junr.,  Presd. 

*  See  pegs  518. 
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SoABB  OF  Wae  to  PsBSiDSirr  Whabtok,  1778. 

War  Office,  May  19th,  1778. 
Sir, 

Enclosed  yoa  have  Copy  of  the  Board's  Letter  to  His  Ezoellency 
the  General,  on  the  Subject  of  an  immediate  Support  to  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  Frontiers.  It  is  unnecessary  to  enlarge  on  the  Matter, 
as  the  Letter  to  the  General  will  shew  the  Plan  we  have  adopted. 
We  have  sent  an  Order  on  the  Commissary  General  of  MS.  for  hslf 
a  Ton  of  Powder  &  a  Ton  of  Lead,  which  you  will  please  to  dispose 
of  in  such  Way  as  you  shall  think  proper.  On  this  occasion  the 
Board  cannot  help  mentioning,  that  a  large  Quantity  of  Ammmu* 
tion,  sent  up  to  the  Lieutenants  of  Bedford  &  Westmoreland  Coon- 
ties  last  Winter  has  been  most  Shamefully  wasted  by  the  Militia,  k 
as  Council  must  feel  as  Sensibly  as  we  do  on  this  Score,  we  bare  no 
Doubt  but  that  the  bare  mentioning  it  will  induce  them  to  tm 
strict  orders,  &  take  the  necessary  Steps  for  prev<Miting  this  Bfil  in 
future  as^r  asposnble.  We  send  abo  an  Q^er  on  Mr.  Heniy  for 
a  Number  of  RifleSi  if  he  can  spare  them,  but  as  Col.  Bvtlers  Corps 
will  probably  want  Rifles,  will  it  not  be  best  to  wait  for  their  Ani* 
Tal,  &  let  them  be  well  equipt  at  Lancaster  f  In  any  other  Matter 
pointed  out  by  Council  the  Board  will  be  happy  to  oonoar. 

I  have  the  fionour  to  be  with  due  Bespect, 

Tour  very  obed*  Servt 
By  order, 

BICHARD  PETERS. 

You  have  the  Consent  of  the  Board  to  order  all  Pronsions  par- 
chased  under  the  Law  of  this  State^  in  Northumberland  county,  to 
be  issued  to  the  Militia,  directing  proper  returns  to  be  made  to  the 
Board;  the  Commissioners  there  may  proceed  in  their  purchases,  as 
the  Board  see  no  other  Way  of  Supply. 

IHrectedf 

On  Public  Service-— 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jr.,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Sap. 
Ex.  Council  of  Pennsilyania,  at  Lancaster. 

War  Office,  Richard  Petecs. 
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At  a  Coubt  Maktial,  hbld  at  TBHirroN,  Mat  19, 1778 

Gapt  Thomas  Moore^  (President.) 

Jfemhers  Present, 

Gaptaina — ^Montgomerj^  Lieatenants — Berry, 

HoastOQ,  PhilipSi 

McFatricky  Fell, 

Watkin,  Bell, 

Haselwoody  Fita  Simmons^ 

Martini  Simpson, 

Beaaly,  Qaalitj* 
Brice. 

Prisoner  b^ore  the  CourL 

John  Oilfrqy,  Boatswain  of  the  late  Ship  Montgomery,  of  State 
Pennsylvania,  Stands  Indicted  for  Mutiny,  and  Deserting  to  the 
Snemy  in  Philadelphia. 

Prisoner^ »  Defence. 

Saith,  That  he  went  to  Philadelphia  (when  the  Enemy  was  there) 
to  hb  Wife  and  Family,  in  order  to  support  them,  which  was  the 
chief  reason  of  his  Desertion — Confesses  he  went  in  a  Battoe  from 
Newtown  Greeks  mouthy  to  Philadelphia. 

Evidencei. 

Bobert  GoUins,  Then  1**  Lieut  of  s*  Ship  Montgomery,  dedareth 
on  Oath,  That  a*  John  Gilfroy  bred  a  Mutiny  on  board  s'  Ship,  and 
struck  him  so  that  s*  Gollins  fell  over  the  breech  of  a  Oun  in  time 
of  action  with  the  Enemy  off  Bed  bank,  and  s'  Oilfroy  did  take  up 
a  Bandapike  against  s^  Gollins  when  pointing  a  Gun  at  the. Enemy, 
and  f^  Oilfroy  said,  ^<  Damn  you  if  you  shall.'' 

William  Lamb,  Then  Gunner  of  8*  Ship^  Mont^mery,  declareth 
on  Oath,  That  s*  John  Gilfroy  bred  a  Mutiny  against  s*  Gollins,  at 
the  time  of  Action  against  the  Enemy  off  Bed  bank ;  That  s*  Lamb 
went  to  the  assistance  of  s*  Gollins  and  struck  Gilfroy  with  a  Grow- 
bar ;  That  QUfroy  was  put  in  Irons,  and  let  out  again  the  next 
morning. 

John  Willson,  Then  Master  of  s*  Ship  Montgomery,  declareth  on 
Oath,  That  s*  John  Gilfroy  bred  a  Mutiny  on  board  s*  Ship  Mont- 
goQery,  acainst  s*  Gollins,  1**  Lieu*  of  s*  Ship,  at  the  time  of  Action 
with  the  Enemy  off  Bed  bank ;  That  s*  Willson  was  at  the  3«  Oun 
forward,  and  hearing  a  noise  went  to  see  the  cause,  and  found  s* 
Gilfiroy  taking  up  a  Handspike  and  assaulting  s*  Gollins;  That  a*. 
Gollins  drew  out  a  Pistol,  and  said  he  would  blow  Oilfiroys  brains 
ont  if  he  did  not  desist,  on  which  Gilfroy  used  many  abusive  words 
Hmng  in  liquor)  to  s*  Gollins ;  That  s*  Lamb  came  up  and  struck 
Gilfroy  with  a  Crow-bar,  secured  him  and  put  him  in  Irons )  That 
after  the  a*  Ship  Montgomery  was  burnt,  the  Grew  of  a*  Ship  stopp'd 
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at  Coopers  ferrji  opposite  PhiladelphUi  (on  aooountof  the  £060/8 
Ship  firing  upon  them,)  and  there  took  out  of  ^Botftsimdrj  Articles 
belonging  to  8*  Ship,  Then  received  orders  to  proceed  to  BorliDgtoD ; 
That  8*  Gilfroy  accompanied  the  8*  Company  helon^ng  to  s*  Ship 
to  the  Dunn  Horse,  then  said  he  was  making  the  best  of  his  way  to 
Burlington,  and  s*  Willson  saw  no  more  of  s'  Gilfroy  afterwaras ; 
That  on  Tuesday  following  s'  Willson  went  to  Coopers  feny,  in 
order  to  recover  the  s*  Ships'  Baree;  That  below  s*  Ferry  s*  Will- 
son  saw  Warwick  Hale,  (a  Boat  Guilder)  who  8<  he  saw  s*  Oilfroj 
and  John  MoDaniel  so  over  the  river  to  Philadelphiai  on  Satuidaj 
momiog ;  That  the  Enemy  took  s'  Barge  at  tde  same  time  when  ^ 
Gilfroy  and  McDaniel  went  over. 

Doctor  John  Connor  declareth  on  Oath,  That  he  knew  the  0*  John 
Gilfroy  to  be  Boatswain  of  s*  Ship  Montgomery. 

Michael  Bonna,  then  Masters  Mate  of  s^  Ship  Montgomery,  de- 
clareth on  Oath,  That  he  saw  the  s*  John  Gilfroy  drank  on  boud  t^ 
Ship,  confin'd  to  his  Cabbin,  and  htda  Musket;  That  James  Ste< 
Yens,  (then  2'  Lieu^  of  s*  Ship  Montgomery)  offered  to  take  the 
Musket  from  s*  Gilfroy,  which  he  refus'd,  sayioff,  '<  I  will  sooner 
loose  my  life;"  That  after  s*  Ship  was  burnt,  s*  Gilfroy  went  with  him 
to  Coopers  ferry,  afterwards  went  on  about  three  mileS|  and  then  8^ 
Bonna  saw  no  more  of  s*  Gilfroy. 

Sentence. 
The  Court  having  heard  the  Evidences,  the  Majority  of  s*  Court 
are  -  of  Opinion;  That  the  b*  Prisoner^  John  Gilfroy,  is  worthy  of 
Death. 

THOMAS  MOO&E. 
Jons  Tsobnton,  Clk.    Copy. 

I  do  approve  of  the  above  Sentence. 

JOHN  HAZELWOOD,  C.  P.  P. 

Directed^ 

To  Honorable  George  Bryan^  Esq^J  Yice  Premdeat  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania!  in  Lancaster* 


Copt.    Txk*y  PioKfimKe,  Jb,,  to  Gbn.  WASHuraxoiTy  1778. 

War  Ofioe,  W  May,  1776. 
Bir^ 

The  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  Thomas  Smith,  Esq',  will 
inform  you  of  the  distressed  condition  of  the  frontiers  of  this  state. 
The  counties  of  Westmoreland  and  Northumberland  are  eqnslly 
exposed  with  Bedford.  Other  accounts  correspond  with  that  of  Mr. 
Smith,  and  show  that  a  general  stroke  is  greatly  to  be  apprehended : 
and  that  in  addition  to  Uio  barbavooa  savages  the  discffeotod  inhahi* 
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tants  are  a  terror  to  their  neighbonrs,  and  that  some  of  them  miogle 
with  Ihe  iadiane  ia  oommittizig  those  horrid  oroeltieg. 

To  repel  the  inonrsioDS  of  the  Indians  and  reduce  the  diaafifected 
to  obedience,  nothing  in  oar  opinion  will  be  efPeotual  but  a  regular 
force  under  the  direetion  of  good  officers.  The  inhabitants  appear, 
manj  of  them,  to  be  a  wildy  ungovernable  race,  little  less  savage 
than  their  tawny  neighbours ;  and  bj  simUar  barbarities  have  m 
fiu)t  provoked  them  to  revenge;  but  tne  innocent  are  now  involved 
in  one  common  calamity  with  the  guiltv,  and  all  greatly  disheartened ; 
yet  by  the  oounteaanoe  of  a  few  regular  troops  they  woidd  recover 
qpirit  and  zeaolution,  and  be  instructed  in,  and  led  to  pursue,  the 
neoeesary  measures  for  the  defence  of  their  settlements. 

It  IS  with  regret  we  ask  for  aid  in  this  case  from  the  main  army; 
but  we  are  convinced  none  other  will  be  equal  to  the  duty.  Au 
offieer  of  established  reputation  for  bravery  ^nd  capacity,  command- 
ing a  ngular  corps  who  punctually  obey  his  ordera;,  will  alone  be 
able  to  inspire  the  people  with  confidence,  and  leduoe  them  to  such 
a  degme  of  order  and  regularitv  as  sbsJl  be  necessary  for  their 
defence.  Id'  Smith  has  named  the  Butler's  for  this  serviceu  Either 
f^  them  w'  save  the  frontier :  but  if  we  are  not  misinformed  laeut^ 
col.  William  Butler  has  been  most  conversant  with  the  Indiana  and 
tbeir  mode  of  fighting.  We  submit  ^it  therefore  to  your  excellency, 
whether  it  will  iK>t  be  expedient  to  i^poini  him  to  this  command. 
We  conceive  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  that  his  corps  should 
amount  to  250  men  at  least,  a'nd  be  composed  of  expert  rifle  men ; 
the  officers  to  be  such  as  colonel  Butler  shall  select,  with  your  ezoel- 
lency's  approbation,  as  best  qualified  for  tfaa^kind  of  service. 

Sseh  a  deduction  firom  the  army  we  hope  will  at  this  time  be 
attended  with  no  material  inconvenience,  especially  as  it  baa  been 
considerably  reinforced,  and  draughts  are  daily  coming  in.  Bix 
hundred  from  the  state  of  New  York  will  probi^bly  be  at  camp  by 
the  time  this  letter  arrives  there. 

Congress  have  in  contemplation  an  expedition  against  Detroit,  or 
at  least  into  the  Indian  country,  that  they  may  strike  at  the  root  of 
the  mischief.  But  should  it  be  resolved  on  immediately  the  neces- 
sary preparatiofis  cannot  be  completed 'till  September:  and  until 
then  such  a  regular  force  as  we  nave  mentioned  on  the  frontiers 
appears  to  us  indispensible. 

Should  these  measures  for  the  present  relief  of  the  frontiers  meet 
with  your  excellency's  concurrence,  this  may  be  jput  in  execution 
immeoiatelyi  agroM^ly  to  the  power  givea  hy  the  indosed  resolve. 
But  should  you  judge  other  means  mpre  proper  and  equally  expedi- 
tioua  for  the  relief  of  the  frontiers^  we  beg  your  excellency  to 
determine  upon  them  at  onoe  without  waiting  for  the  opinion  of  the 
hoard,  as  we  fear  a  day's  delay  may  prove  of  very  ill  consequence* 

By  order  of  the  board, 

TIM.  PICKERING,  jun'. 

Copy. 
Directed. — His  Excellency  General  Washington. 
Vol.  VI— 23 
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^  Vice  Pbbsedbnt  Geo.  Brtan  to  Cor.  Wu.  Gibbon,  1778. 

Lanoaster,  ld<^  May,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  Indians,  excited  by  the  Emissaries  of  the  BriiiBh  King,  htTO 
made  some  incursions  into  the  western  &  northwestern  parts  of  Ais 
state.  Northumberland  County,  in  particular,  has  felt  the  begin- 
nings of  their  horrid  ravage  &  cruelty,  &  the  CTil  threatens  to  sprad. 
In  aid  of  the  Country  a  parcell  of  arms  have  been  ordered  from 
Northampton,  through  Beading,  to  your  house.  It  is  expected  thai 
about  30  of  these  are  rifles  &  70  Musquetts.  I  hope  they  are  now 
on  the  road,  &  that  they  will  soon  reach  the  Susquehanna.  OoL 
Hunter,  of  Augusta,  has,  I'  hope,  lodged  directions  for  forwarding 
them  up  the  Kiyer  without  delay.  If  he  should  not,  Thomas 
Hewitt,  Esquire,  of  Northumberland,  who  is  gone  by  way  of  Toik 
ft  Carlisle  to  hunr  up  ammunition,  will  soon  call  on  you  for  tfao 
Ouna.  To  this  GenUeman  you  are  to  deliver  ^em  in  order  to  be 
embarked  for  Augusta.  Perhaps  you  may  be  assistant  to  him  is 
this  business.    If  you  can  I  dare  say  you  will. 

Besides  the  above-mentioned  arms  there  be  70  rifles  padced  np 
here  for  to  be  sent  to  Mr.  Hunter  by  the  first  Waggon  going  for 
Pextang.  These  are  to  be  delivered  as  the  others  firom  Northampton. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

GEO.  BRTAN,  Vice  presid*. 

Directed, 

To  Col  William  Gibbon,  Pextang.^ 


Sbcrbtabt  Matlack  to  Majt.  Gbn.  Gbbbhb,  1778. 

Lancaster,  20**  May,  1778. 
fiir, 

Some  of  the  Horses  which  have  been  purchasing  in  this  Sttte 
for  the  light  Cavalry,  come  in  to  your  deputies  here  &  elsewfa^ 
Council  order  me  to  acquaint  you  that  those  in  the  OontiDsa^ 
stable  in  this  Town  are  not  so  happily  situated  as  might  be  wtfhed. 
The  ^reat  scarcity  of  forage,  ft  their  liableness  at  such  a  pabliest*f^ 
to  misuse,  have  already  had  an  ill  effect  on  their  conditioDi  &  i|  ^ 
to  be  feared  Uiat  the  service  will  be  disappointed  should  they  be  len 
hero  much  longer.    The  second  crop  hay,  on  which  they  are  >^i 
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Mogi  <m  a  disorder,  which,  iho'  not  daogeioaB,  greatly  weakene 
them.  -  Oaptaia .  Smidi  has  had  an  order  for  those  purchased  hy 
Hr.  Riegart  of  this  place ;  they  were  better  taken  care  of  in  his  own 
Stable  till  now. 

An  interposition  of  this  sort,  wiD,  it  is  hoped,  be  excused,  as  it 
piooeeda  from  a  wish  to  serve  the  common  cause. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  moBt  obed*, 

&  Tery  hum"  Serv^ 

T.  M.,  S^'. 


Gohm'bs  fob  Lancaster  to  T.  Matlace,  1778. 

Sir, 

Tours  of  the  7*^  Inst.,  came  this  moment  to  hand,  the  Contents 
we  have  Considered,  and  agreeable  to  request  inform  you  That  we 
entirely  concur  in  Sentiments  with  respect  to  laying  and  the  neces- 
aity  of  Collecting  the  publick  Taxes,  with  despatch,  to  answer 
present  exegences. 

The  first  five  Shilling  Tax  we  have  laid,  and  have  made  Some  pro- 
gress in  Collecting,  Tho'  a  very  great  part  remains  unpaid,  pro- 
ceeding from  some  of  our  Collectors  being  called  out  to  Military 
Service— others  absolutely  refusing  that  office. 

The  last  publick  Tax,  agreeable  to  act  of  assembly,  we  met  upon, 
and  took  such  steps  as  seemed  most  necessary  and  expedient  for 
laying  and  Collecting  the  Same — ^this  day  we  have  met  on  the  Same 
business  again,  and  Shall  prosecute  it  with  all  diligence  in  our 
power. 

But  we  must  beg  leave  to  Bepresent  to  the  Honble  Council  that 
our  obstructions,  in  point  of  Collecting  those  Taxes,  are  so  great 
that  unless  removed  by  the  Honble  assembly,  we  Shall  not  be  able 
to  go  through  with  the  Buoness. 

We  frequently  have  been,  and  Still  are  liable  to  be  called  into 
actual  Service,  even  in  the  most  important  time  we  are  ingaged  in 
this  business.  . 

Our  Collectors  under  the  Same  Situation,  and  in  Short,  every 
person  belonging  to  our  Board,  have  been  one  time  or  other  called 
away. 

We  must,  therefore,  pray  your  Becommendation  to  the  Honble 
assembly  to  Enact  a  law  Exempting  the  Commissioners  &  assessors, 
their  Clerk  and  Collectors  from  any  Military  duty  or  actual  Service, 
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whieh  will  properljaMbk  ns  to  go  lhi6ogb  witk  oar  liuiiMiy  wd 
Pisdiarge  Uie  trtiat  repoaad  in  ob,  with  iatagrelj  and  disp«toh. 

Weare^  8ir| 

Yooz  moal  obed*  & 

very  Hamble  Serr*** 

THOS.  CLABK.        ") 
GAS.  SHAFFNE^,     [  Gonui". 
HENRY  fiNEVELY.  ) 
Lanoasfter,  19  thy,  1778. 

Directed^ 
GoL  limothj  Matlaok. 


Thos.  Galbraith  to  Col.  HAHBRioHTy  1778. 

Sir, 

I  left  Ligonicr  the  2*  May,  the  People  had  entered  into  an  asso- 
ciation to  defend  the  place  while  their  proyiaiona  would  last  or 
ammunition;  their  store  amounted  to  one  month^s  provisions  & 
about  1**  powder  &  1'*  of  Lead  ^  man.  The  Time  will  soon  elapse 
that  neceasitj  will  compel!  the  Inhabitants  to  seek  for  assistaace 
elsewhere  in  the  more  interior  parts  of  the  Country.  There  are  now 
twoJBrigades  of  Paokhorsea  in  Ganicocheague,  to  go  with  loading 
for  Fort  Pitt.  The  Pennsylvania  Road  for  some  time  hath  been 
shut  by  the  Ehiemy,  ft  prevents  the  necessary  snpplies  being  left  on 
the  line ;  if  two  Companies  of  militia  wonld  be  sent  to  guard  the 
supplies  of  ammunition  ft  Provisions  np  to  Ligonier  ft  Hanna's 
Town,  the  Inhabitants  will  be  encouraged  to  defend  the  Posts  more 
stoutly.  The  attention  of  the  state  to  the  Frontier  will  revive  their 
drooping  spirits;  their  situation  will  not  permit  those  to  move  who 
can  have  supplies,  to  act  on  the  Defensive;  ft  their  necessitys  at 
present  requires  an  immediate  exertion. 

I  am^  &c*y 

THO-  OALBBAITE 
La&oaster,  May  20t»,  1778. 

Directed^ 
To  OoL  fiaabright. 


7SNN8TLYANIA  ABCmYES  1778.  6SS 

BoASD  OF  Wab  to  v.  P,  Gjbo.  Brtan,  1778. 

War  Office,  May  20»»,  1778. 
Sir, 

Yesterday  the  Board  enclosed  orders  on  the  Commissary  Gen'  of 
Military  stores  for  what  Powdet,  Lead  &  Rifles  our  stock  can  afford. 
A  letter  from  the  Hon.  Ooaneil  is  received  relative  to  a  demand 
from  the  Lien*  of  Camberlaad  County,  for  Ammnnition.  It  is  im- 
proper that  the  ApplieatioD  ahoold  be  made  in  this  Channel,  as  it  is 
impofldble  to  keep,  with  Retfolarity,  &  very  troublesome  to  open 
Aeeottnts  against  ewnry  sabor£nate  officer  of  a  state,  who  chooses  to 
apply,  however  well  meant  his  Beqnest  may  be.  If  Oonncii  will 
8^  A  undertake  the  distribuftion  of  the  Articles  wanted,  this  Board 
wfll  chearlully  comply  with  their  Reqnisitioas  as  far  as  the  Giroam- 
skanees  of  the  Continent  will  admit.  We  are  convinced  that  Oonndl 
from  theur  own  Knowledge  of  Business,  will  agree  with  us  in  the 
propriety  of  our  sentiments.  The  last  Winter  the  Frontier  Counties, 
thro'  their  lieutenants,  were  furnished  with  Ammunition  sufficient 
to  have  made  a  stand  against  the  savages,  but  we  are  informed  the 
whole  of  this  is  wasted.  We  hope  our  Letter  of  yesterday  is  re- 
edvad,  as  therein  we  stated  the  Measures  we  had  adopted  by  authority 
of  Oongreas  for  the  immediate  Defence  of  the  Frontiers,  ft  we  repeat 
our  BeeSre  cordially  to  co-operate  in  any  Measures  thought  expedient 
lor  the  Purpose  of  defeating  the  Designs  of  our  Enemies.  As  we 
forgot  the  article  of  Flints,  you  have  enclosed  an  order  for  two 
thousand. 

Lead  is  an  article  Yery  scarce  in  our  magasines.  Of  Flints  we 
have  but  a  very  insufficient  supply.  Powder  is  the  most  plenty. 
Arms  are  distressingly  deficient  as  to  Numbers  in  Repair. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

with  due  Bespcct, 

Tour  very  obed.  Serv*, 

RICHARD  PETERS. 

By  order. 

P.  S.  We  are  sorry  to  see  in  Col.  Carothers's  Letter  that  the  dis- 
affected are  well  armed.  The  Necessity  of  immediately  taking  theit 
arms  from  them  need  not  be  mentioned.  It  is  to  be  feared  that 
these  Anns  areyurehaaed  frcmi  some  of  the  Militia,  or  procured  in 
a  Way  that  care  &  attention  might  perhaps  prevent. 

J}ir€ctedf 
Hon.  George  Bryan^  Esq.,  Yice  President  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Robert  Lbvbrs  to  Sbo'y  Matlack,  1778. 

Easton,  May  20th,  1778. 
Sir, 

When  the  Letter  I  last  received  from  yoH,  relative  to  Peraoiiaim« 
frieadly  to  this  State,  and  in  actual  oonjaiiotioii  with  the  Enemy, 
came  to  hand,  I  was  from  home,  but  on  my  return  forwarded  diat 
to  Samuel  Rea,  Esquire,  committed  to  my  care,  and  hoped  to  hav* 
seen  him  brfore  thia  time,  having  wrote  to  him  on  the  sabjeot. 

As  I  have  never  reoeived  any  particular  Information  of  any  Penoa 
I  am  not  aoquainted  with  any  thing  that  has  happened  on  the  other 
side  the  Lehigh,  GoL  Stephen  Ballier,  one  of  the  Gommission*  having 
as  I  understand,  made  a  Report  to  Council  thereof.  I  know  of  oo 
Person  on  this  side  the  Lehigh,  and  therefore  have  nothing  to  return 
except  that  about  eight  or  ten  weeks  ago  one  John  Sperinc,  a  Shoe- 
maker, and  Residcnter  of  this  town,  left  this  Place,  and  he  having 
not  yet  returned,  it  is  sospeoted  that  he  went  into  Philadelphia. 
He  has  no  Estate  that  I  can  learn,  Real  or  Personal,  worthy  nofioe 
except  a  House  and  Lot  in  this  Town.  He  ever  appeared  to  be  aa 
Enemy  to  Independency,  and  a  Friend  to  the  late  Government,  he 
is  hardly  worth  mentioning,  only  as  he  may  serve  the  Enemy  as  a 
sure  Guide  into  these  Parts,  being  well  aoquaiuted  with  this  Gountj. 

Lewis  Gordon,  Esquire,  and  his  son  John  Gordon  are  discharged 
from  their  Parole's,  agreeable  to  order  of  Council;  and  the  former  a 
few  days  ago  took  the  Test  according  to  law. 

The  Evening  before  last,  James  Bamilton,  Esquire^  called  on  me 

on  his  way  to  the  Union,  being  as  I  suppose,  a  visit  to  Mr.  Penn  & 

Mr.  Chew,  He  expects  to  return  here  in  a  few  days.     There  is  a 

.  woman  whom  I  have  not  seen,  has  reported  that  a  few  days  before 

she  came  out,  she  saw  Spering  in  Philadelphia. 

I  am  Sir;  with 

great  respect  your  most 

obedient  humble  servant, 

ROBERT  LEYEBS. 

Directed^ 

On  Publick  Service. 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esquire  Se<ffetary  of  the  €ommonweath  of 
Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 
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Council  to  DsLBeATss  ow  CoNaBBSs,  1778. 

Lanoaster,  20(h  of  Maj,  1778. 

Sirs, 

Goimoil  veoommenflacl  to  the  board  of  war  at  York,  the  farnishiog 
of  some  powder  &  lead,  &  rifle  guns  to  Colonel  Carothers  for  the  use 
of  the  Militia  of  CamberlaDd,  &  since  that  application  was  made  for 
ammunition  &  victuals  for  the  Militia  of  Northumberland.  A  letter 
of  yesterday  from  the  board  is  since  received,  signed  by  Mr.  Peters, 
inclosing  an  order  for  a  half  a  Ton  of  Gunpowder,  &  a  Ton  of  lead 
for  the  use  of  the  ^^  inhabitants,  who  will  embody  themselves  for  the 
defence  of  the''  frontiers  of  this  State;  the  words  stroked  below  being 
interlined.  It  is  strange  that  after  an  application  for  the  use  of  the 
Militia  drawn  out  by  the  L^  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  &  conse- 
quently to  be  paid  &  victualled  by  the  Honourable  Congress  this 
ammunition  should  be  expressly  appropriated  to  associators  going 
forth  as  volunteers,  to  the  ezcliision  of  the  Militia;  or  at  least  treating 
their  efforts  as  the  exertions  of  persons  not  employed  &  paid  by  the 
United  States.  The  insertion  of  the  words  above  marked,  between 
the  lines,  after  the  first  draught,  fixes  this  Idea  of  the  board  in  our 
view.  It  seems  stranse  to  us,  that  when  a  most  dangerous  invasion 
kaa  been  made  upon  the  Bastem  part  of  this  State,  &  when  the  In- 
dians  hired  by  an  Enemy,  who  avow  &  justify  in  the  face  of  all 
Europe,  the  horrid  barbarities  of  such  allies,  have  been  for  months 

Ct  threatening  to  desolate  the  western  Countries,  so  little  provision 
t  been  made  for  the  relief  of  the  back  Country  that  the  informal 
tiona  of  Council  &  Assembly  have  prevailed  little,  till  one  Mr.  Smith 
of  Bedford  Co.,  has  thought  fit  to  interpose  &  point  out  the  means  of 
relief,  &  officers  to  be  employed ;  that  the  supply  of  ammunition  & 
arma  &  of  victuals  for  the  Militia,  neoessarilv  drawn  out  to  oppose 
tli0«avage  foe,  is  either  evaded  or  denied ;  n)r  the  referenoe  to  the 
CommisF*  for  purchase  in  Northumberland  is  little  better,  as  it  is  no 
seeret  that  as  provisions  for  the  Inhabitants  there  are  scarce,  pone 
ean  be  spared. 

We  desire  your  attention  to  these  matters,  &  to  have  it  settled,  if 
not  already  done,  whether  Congress  mean  to  pay  &  victual  the  Mili- 
tia, necessarily  embodied  on  the  Western  Frontiers,  as  has  been 
^one  in  the  case  of  the  Southern  States.  This  may  surely  be  ex-> 
peoted  in  an  invasion  &  attack  made  on  Pens*,  as  part  of  the  United 
States,  &  not  on  her  own  aco^  If  there  be  any  hesitation  we  ought 
to  know  it,  that  we  may  take  our  measures,  for  between  two  depen- 
dances  the  County  may  be  ruined. 

The  order  for  ammunition,  recited  above,  is  now  returned,  to  be 
drawn  anew,  so  as  to  have  it  for  the  Militia,  &  as  an  issue  for  publio 
use,  not  as  a  mere  bountv  to  Associators.  While  this  is  doing  the  de* 
livery  may  be  ordered  (to  save  time)  to  John  Carotherp;,  Esq.;  L^  o| 
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Camberland  Co.,  for  the  nse  of  Westmoreland,  Bedford,  Camberlind, 
Northum'berland,  i  part  oaeh,  in  ease  no  ^ber  rooent  rapply  has 
been  sent  to  the  two  former.  No  time  should  he  lost  in  piaoiDg  it 
in  Mr.  G's  hands.  Indeed,  it  seems  strange  how  it  oame  to  be  sent 
hither,  especially,  as  considering  matters  in  oar  yiew,  the  sopplj  iB 
so  small  The  ^bnae  which  Mr.  Peters  mentions  of  ?raste  of  former 
toppMes  sent  to  Westmoreland  and  Bedford  had  already  Men  nader 
onr  notice,  and  had  given  ns  pain.  These  people  are,  we  own,  difr 
colt  to  manage.    The  Lients.  shall  be  admonished  on  that  head. 

I  am,  Gent'n.,  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obd't  and  very  hum.  serr'i, 

Q.  B.,  Vice  Pt 
To  the  Delegates  of  Pimna. 


CoxmoUi  TO  L't  Sam'l  HuiiTBiiy  1778. 

Lanoiuster^  2l8t  Msy,  1778. 
Sir, 

It  gave  Oonneil  great  psin  to  find  the  Indians  had  beMi  tbeir 
horrid  ravases.  Your  Letter  of  the  14th  Inst,  on  this  snbjectliss  bees 
here  sevenil  days.  In  the  mean  time  one  hundred  fire  arms,  of  w*^ 
81  are  rffles,  Tbeing  all  in  die  state  stores)  are  ordered  from  Nortlh 
ampton  to  Colonel  WOl*  Gibbon's  at  Harris's  Ferry.  These,  it  ii 
hoped  are  on  the  way.  Besides  these  GunS|  seventy  rifles  have  been 
procured  from  the  Continental  store  here,  ft  Mr.  Hamk^ht  hie 
undertaken  to  forward  them  with  dispatch  to  the  same  place.  Will" 
Hewit,  Esquire,  of  your  County,  applying  to  us  tof  ammunitioD  A 
Arms  at  the  same  time,  he  was  prevailed  on  to  proceed  to  York  lV»im 
fr  solicit  personally  for  supplies,  assisted  by  recommendations  from 
Oouneil.  Before  this  Gentleman  could  reach  that  placed eommai* 
cate  his  Businera.  an  order  of  the  Board  of  War  issued  fbr  delivering 
te  our  order  at  Uarlisle  or  Lebanon,  one  Toh  of  Lead,  A;  }  a  Ton  of 
gunpowder;  rifle  &  musquet  properly  sorted.  From  Mr.  Hewit 
nothmg  is  come,  but  the  order  is  sent  foward.  in  older  thit  Jobs 
Oarothers,  Esquire,  L^  ot  Cumberland,  may  receive  the  Powder  A  ked, 
one  fourth  for  your  use.  If  Mr.  Hewit  appean,  he  is  to  tske  die 
eare  of  forwarding  (bem,  &  also  the  Fire  arms,  gone  for  Harris's  to 
you.  It  is  presumed,  tixai  the  musquetts  may  be  usefsl  in  stooindee 
&  houses.  Be  careful  to  avoid,  as  far  as  you  can,  the  reproach  ftUea 
en  the  Militia  of  Bedford  ft  Westmoreland  of  wasting  ammuoitfon 
sent  to  them  last  winter.  This  mliy  be  one  reason  why  the  nieient 
issue  is  smalls  than  oould  be  wished.  Perhaps  Mr.  Hewli  ney 
^tatn  Flints. 
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Tlid  present  attack  of  the  Savages  is  doubtless  oonoerted  by  our 
European  E&^my,  who  avow  in  the  hce  of  the  worldi  the  employ- 
ment of  such  horrid  Allies.  It  is  manifestly  made  in  oonoert  with 
the  invaders  of  the  eastern  side  of  onr  state.  Beyond  all  doubty  then 
Pennsilvania  has  a  claim  to  be  supported  by  the  foroe  &  money  of 
the  United  States,  as  was  done  btely  for  the  S.  States.  Council  k 
Assembly  have  therefore  in  a  joint  representation  to  GonffresS|  set 
forth  the  ease  of  onr  suffering  settler^  &  demanded  the  aid  &  pro- 
teetbn  necessary.  And  Oounotl  alone  finding  the  victnaling  of  the 
Militia  of  Northumberland!  referred  to  the  provisions  purohased  by 
Oommias*  in  your  Oounty;  a  fund  as  Gouocil  apprehend,  of  a  very 
scanty  aiae»  have  ui^ged  upon  the  dele^  of  Penneilvania  to  apply  for 
proper  and  adequate  supplies  of  food  ^b  stores  for  the  Militia,  neeea* 
ssrilv  embodied  for  the  immediate  defenoe  of  the  County. 

The  Board  of  War  have  deored  Gen'l  Washington  to  send  OoL 
Butler  ft  at  least  250  rifle  man  from  the  army  as  an  trnfnadiale  sue- 
eonr  to  the  Militia  against  the  Indians.  This  aid,  tho'  small  ia  also 
pracsrioiis.  For  the'  the  British  forces  seem  to  meditate  a  retreat 
from  our  Oity,  yet  there  is  reason  to  doubt  whether  they  will  put 
out  to  sea,  or  force  a  passage  thn/  New  Jersey  to  New  York. 
PtrhopB  tlierefoie,  the  Gen'l  may  be  not  hasty  in  sending  off  this 
detschmeni. 

OowesB  have  on  different  grounds,  ft  occasions,  obtained  from 
Coun^  the  stores  of  this  state  of  moit  kinds.  It  ia  therefore  ne* 
eesmry  to  depend  on  their  issues  at  this  time.  Be  assured,  that  every 
tltfDg  diall  be  done  to  iaflaeaoe  them  to  support  ft  supply  the  Militia. 

It  is  said,  that  there  are  at  Fort  Augnata  a  number  erf  Oaanon  ef 
diibient  Calibres ;  If  these  can  be  made  use  of  in  defending  any.  im« 
portent  pasa  it  will  be  proper  to  use  them. 

I  am  Sir,  y* 

very  hum.  Serv*, 

G.  B.,  "Vice  pres*. 

P.  S.  We  inclose  to  you  a  Letter  to  the  Oommiss**  for  purehasing 
provis*  to  issue  what  they  may  have  procured  to  the  Militia ;  tfao*  we 
expect  litUe  use  of  this  allowance  of  the  board  of  war;  ft  we  have 
ficcordiDgly  stated  this  matter  to  Congress. 

Indon^d 
To  Samuel  Hunter,  Esq.,  Lieutenant  of  Northumberland  County. 

28* 


588  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1778. 

M«   HlLLBGAB  TO  PbSSIDBNT  WHAItTOir,^778. 

York  Town,  May  21  st,  1778, 
M  J  Dear  Sir| 

I  l»t  Nighl  saw  in  Mr.  Dnnlap's  yeaterdays  News  Paper,  for  ibe 
first  Time,  the  jmUieatton  of  tbe  Act  of  Assembly  entitled,  ^  An 
^  Act  for  the  catling  in  of  the  BUls  of  Credit  iasned  l^  the  Legislative 
^Authority  of  PenDsylYsnia,  nnder the  Sanction  ft  Anthority  of 
^  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain^  &  for  other  Purposes  therein  men* 
^  tiened/'  which  'till  then  I  wss  ignorant  that  soeli  an  act  had 
passed.  I  donbt  not,  the  only  object  of  this  Law  was  to  prevent  for 
the  fatnre  that  infamous  k  wicked  distinction  the  Tories  were  making 
between  the  Money  stmck  nnder  the  Authority  of  the  late  Bong 
and  of  those  Monies  strudc  by  Gonmas  and  this  State,  in  Ihdr 
underTaluing  the  latter,  to  the  great  Prejudice  of  the  Common  Cause. 

I  have  a  &dance  still  in  my  hands  as  kte  State  Treaanrar^  the 
Migor  part  of  whidi  was  intended  to  be  pud  according  to  Law  to  the 
Committee  of  Accounts  as  soon  as  we  should  meet,  oonsiating  of 
sagged  and  de&ced  Bills,  ftc,  by  me  exchanged  as  Treaanrer,  that 
the  same  might  be  by  them  burned  and  destroyed  according  to  Law. 
!niis  I  hope  will  now  soon  be  done,  as  the  appearance  of  things  are, 
that  ere  long  we  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  each  other  in  Peace 
in  Philad'a,  finish  my  accounts,  pay  the  Balance  on  the  Taxes,  Sx* 
cise,  fto.y  in  my  Hands ;  This  Settlement  and  the  Assorting  of  the 
Bills  according  to  their  several  Emisnons  with  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee in  Bumiuff,  wjll  take  up  several  days,  more  time  than  oould 
be  spared  by  me,  between  this  and  the  first  of  June,  conaidenng  the 
great  Business,  I  now  have  in  hand  and  which  for  the  Common 
Clause  cannot  just  now  be  laid  aside. 

As  I  don't  find  any  Notice  is  taken  in  the  said  Act,  of  me  as  hie 
Treasurer,  or  of  the  public  Monies  in  my  Hands,  &  some  Men 
might  undertake  to  say,  That  if  the  Business  is  not  done  belbre  the 
first  day  of  June,  the  old  money  in  my  hands  must  be  my  Loes,  and 
no  way  regsrd  my  having  received  it  as  State  Treasurer.  Tho'  this 
is  scarcely  probable  to  suppose,  yet  permit  me,  my  Old  Fiiead,  to 
request  that  you'll  please  to  favor  me  with  a  few  Lines  containing  year 
Opinion  &  Advice  on  this  Head,  which  will  very  much  oblige. 

My  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedi' 

&  most  hum.  serv*, 

M.  HILLEGAS. 

Dtreeiedf 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jnn%  Esq',  Lancaster. 

*  Sm  page  268. 
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CoiTKciL  TO  Jno.  Cabothbbs,  1778. 

Lanoaater,  2l8t  Maj,  1778. 

Sir, 

Oonncil  baye  had  y  Letter  of  tbe  12*^  Instant,  before  tbem  for 
fame  time ;  without  delay  they  backed  your  call  on  the  Board  of 
War  at  York  for  arms  k  ammunition.  Ton  were  silent  aa  to  the 
number  of  Riflea  that  might^be  in  eood  repair  at  Oarliale,  wherenpon 
48  Onna  of  that  sort  were  procared  here,  &  sent  to  yon  by  a  waggon 
two  days  since,  the  Waegoner's  name  is  MeBwen;  the  brigade  he 
belonged  to  was  directed^by  one  WiUiamson,  they  want  by  way  of 
Tork  Town. 

As  tiie  Board  of  War  sent  to  Oonncil  an  order  for  one  ton  of  lead 
ft  balf  a  ton  of  Ganpowder,  rifle  ft  mnsket,  in  such  proportion  aa 
should  be  proper,  it  is  likely  that  no  rifles  nor  flints  have  been  ordered. 
Ihe  Older  too  had  improper  limitations  in  it^  For  this  reason  it  was 
sent  to  oar  delegates  in  Congress  to  be  amended,  ft  sent  without 
delay  to  yon.  One-fourth  of  this  issue,  is  appropriated  to  the  use 
of  y  County,  and  the  other  three  to  the  relief  of  Northumberland, 
Bedford  ft  Westmoreland.  Tho's  Hewitt,  Bsq',  of  Northumberland, 
left  us  fiHT  York  Town,  recommended  for  a  supply  of  Rifles,  flints,  ft 
fire  arms,  to  be  sent  to  Sam'  Hunter,  Esq'  at  Augusta.  The  pro- 
portion of  powder  ft  lead  for  that  County  ne  may  perhaps  call  for; 
arms  for  the  same,  are,  it  is  hoped^  by  this  time  at  Coll  Qibbon's  at 
Harris'  Ferry. 

Oounoil  ft  Asaemhlj  have  made  a  strong  representation  to  Con- 
greaa  of  the  urgent  neeesnty  of  defending  our  frontiers  ag*  the  Indiana 
as  they  did  those  of  the  Southern  States ;  and  Council  yesterday 
wrote  to  the  delegates  of  PennsylTania,  to  know  whether  it  was  in* 
tended  to  supply  food  ft  all  other  necessaries  to  the  Militia,  embodied 
for  the  publio  defence,  that  measures  may  be  taken  accordingly.  It 
appears,  that  Oeneral  Washington  has  been  requeated  to  send  260 
riflemen  at  least,  under  Colonel  Butler,  from  his  army  to  assist  the 
Militia ;  but  at  this  important  hour,  when  the  British  foroes  show 
aigna  of  retreating  from.  Philad'a,  ft  while  it  is  uncertain  whether 
they  win  emlrark,  or  force  a  passage  thro'  New  Jersey,  it  is  doubtful 
whether  any  detatchment  whatever  will  be  made. 

Council  had  some  time  since  learned  with  regret,  that  the  Militia 
of  Bedf(»d  ft  Northumberland,  had  inconsiderately  applied  to  inferior 
puipoaes  the  ammunition  issued  for  their  defence.  The  Board  of 
War  now  remind  us  of  their  wasteful  conduct.  It  is  recommended 
to  you  to  prevent  as  far  as  in  your  power,  such  reproach  falling. on 
the  Militia  of  your  County. 

Directed, 
John  Carothers,  Esq',  Lieut,  of  Cumberland. 
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Col.  CiiSiaKT  Biddlb  to  PussiBianr  Wh^toh. 

Hoorhall,  21  May,  1778.    ; 
Sir, 

John  HembargaTi  PowdeT  maker  on  Frendi  Creek,  cslled  on  me 
to  inform  me  there  was  about  a  Tonn  of  Powder  beIoDfi;in2  to  ttue 
State,  whioh  would  be  completed  in  two  Days;  if  jouwUluiFormme 
where  you  would  ehooad  to  hare  it  aen^  I  will  oider  a  waggon  with 
it,  and  a  proper  Guard. 

With  Compliments  to  Mrs.  Wharton  &  Mi89  Fiabboume, 

I  aai,  Sir,  with  nepfiol. 

Your  mo.  Obed.  Serv't, 

CLEMENT  BIDDLH. 

His  Ezeelleney  Tbomts  Wharton,  Esquire,  Preddent,  Lueaster. 


Board  of  War  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  1778, 

War  Office,  May  2l8t,  1778. 

Sir, 

By  the  Bearer  of  this,  the  Board  have  sent  orders  to  the  Ofloeif 
oommanding  at  Reading,  Bethlehem  ft  Bastoa  to  disoharge  the  Mili- 
tia stationed  at  Uiose  Posts  by  Resolution  of  Congress  Bay  of 
last  as  the  General  on  being  eousnlted  thinks  their  Serriees 
there  nnneoessary,  except  a  sniall  Qnard  over  the  Stores  at  Beadinf^ 
Col.  Nicola's  Invalids  being  sufficient  for  the  two  other  Posts.  As 
there  may  be  some  of  these  IVoope  whose  Times  of  Serviee  am  not 
expired,  the  Board  hare  directed  that  they  be  ordered  to  join  Genend 
Lacey.  We  inform  you  of  tiiis  Proceeding  that  you  may  send  any 
Orders  you  may  think  proper  en  the  subject  As  the  Express  is 
wanted  to  proceed  on  another  Route,  as  speedily  as  possible,  you  wiU 
please  expedite  his  Departure  from  Lancaster. 

I  am,  with  Respect, 

Your  very  obed't  Seryt, 

BIOHABD  PfiTSatS. 

On  Public  Seivice. 

To  Hon'ble  Oeorge  Bryant  Esq',  Vice  F^ident  S.  S.  Council  of 
Pennsilvania,  Lancaster. 

War  Office. 
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V.  p.  Ojk>bob  Brtan  to  Col.  Johw  Wbitzhxi,  1778. 

^  Laneaater,  May  22cl,  1778. 

Sir, 

The  Moravian  and  Swenkfelders  have  been  very  nrgent  with  Assem- 
bly to  relax  the  Test,  and  free  them  from  the  abjuration  part.  The 
elaim  of  the  King  of  Great  Britian  forbids  any  thing  like  this  being 
done  at  present.  When  that  prince  shall  renounce  his  claim  it  wiu 
be  time  enough  to  reconsider  the  Test.  However,  as  these  people 
are  not  to  be  feared,  either  as  to  numbers  or  malice,  it  is  the  wish  of 
government  not  to  distress  them  by  any  unequal  fines,  or  by  calling 
them,  without  special  occasion  happens,  to  taie  the  oath  at  all.  The 
disabili&es  ensuing  upon  their  own  neglect  are  heavy^  and  will  without 
further  pressing  (which  may  be  termed  rigor  by  people  in  general^ 
and  persecution  by  themselves)  operate  strongly  upon  them. 

On  these  grounds,  we  wish  it  to  be  understood^  that  Council  and 
Assembly  desires  to  avoid  any  noise  from  the  people  above  men- 
•tioaed,  and  to  have  them  dealt  with,  as  others,  in  regard  to  the  de- 
linquency in  the  Militia.  Your  prudent  advice  to  your  friends  and 
depaties,  without  exposing  these  lines  to  the  knowledge  of  the  peti« 
tionera^  will  serve  the  public  interest  and  oblige^ 

Tour  very  obed't  serv*t, 

G.  B. 

P.  S.    The  president  is  very  siok.''' 

Directed. — ^To  Col.  Weitzel;  Northampton. 


V.  P.  Bryan  to  Col.  John  Weitzbl,  1778, 

Lancaster^  22d  May^  1778. 
Bir, 

You  «re  hereby  directed  to  discontinue  the  Guards  of  Militia  lately 
OTJ^ed  to  be  atationed  at  Bethlehem  &  Easton^  as  the  Board  of 
War^  after  consulting^  with  the  General|  consider  them  as  no  longer 
oaowsaiy. 

If  the  Guards  at  present  on  duty,  at  the  posts  above  mentioned, 
bave  been  lately  ealled  out,  or  should  have  any  considerable  part  of 
their  Tour  of  Duty  to  aqcomplisb,  they  are  to  be  ordered  directly  to 
^  Militia  Camp,  between  the  Bivera  Schuylkill  &  Delaware,  there 
\q  oomi^t  their  term. 

lam^Bir, 

Tour  very  obed.  S^rr*. 

G.  B.,  Y^  Preri*. 
Col  Weitzel,  L*  of  Northampton. 

*  See  page  498. 
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V.  P.  Bbtak  to  Jacob  Morgan,  1778. 

Laacaater,  22d  May,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  Board  of  War,  at  York  Town,  after  oonsnlting  witb  Um 
Oen'l,  are  of  opinioD,  that  reserviDg  a  Small  Qoard  over  the  Stores, 
the  Onard  at  Reading  be  discontinaed.  The  namber  of  the  zedaoed 
Oaard  need  not,  we  suppose,  exceed  50,  inclading  officers ;  but  as 
yon  must  be  the  best  judge  of  this,  it  is  left  to  your  prudence. 

Should  you  have  lately  relieved  this  Guard,  or  if  the  detachmeni 
BOW  on  Duty  in  Reading,  have  any  considerable  part  of  their  term  of 
Duty  to  accomplish,  you  are  to  send  Supernumerary  officera  &  pri- 
vates to  the  Militia  Gamp,  now  or  late  under  the  Command  of  Gene- 
ral Laoey,  there  to  finish  their  Service. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Tour  very  obed.  Serv'. 

G.  B.,  V.  Pr. 

To  Jacob  Morgan,  Esqnire,  L*.  of  Berks. 


Examination  of  Bichard  Wbstoh,  1778. 

Examination  of  Bichard  Weston,  of  Bedford  ooanty,  Frankslowii 
township,  and  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

That  John  Weston,  his  brother,  aaked  him  if  he  would  go  out  to 
hunt.  That  he  had  heard  at  the  Standing  Stone  that  a  company  of 
men  were  ^ioff  to  join  the  English  and  the  Indians,  and  his  infor- 
mant was  Benjamin  Elliot,  in  conversation  with  Francis  Clasget. 
That  he  refused  to  go  hunting,  and  that  brother  John  and  wife  wAh 
came  and  entreated  him  to  go,  and  he  was  prevailed  on.  That  last 
Thursday  was  a  week  he  set  off  with  his  said  brother,  and  the  same 
evening  was  led  by  his  brother  to  a  company  of  men  whom  they  met 
in  the  woods,  in  Sinking  Spring  Valley,  vix^,  Samuel  Berrow,  Jacob 
Here,  Michael  Here,  Peter  Shaver,  Peter  Daly,  Adam  Portmeraer. 
Peter  Portmerser,  and  old  Portmeraer,  the  father  of  Adam  and 
Peter,  — —  McKee,  James  Little,  John  Campbell  and  Wm.  Camp- 
bell, WilUam  Hamson,  James  Armstrong,  John  and  William  Shillingi 
ando  thers,  whoos  name  he  does  not  remember,  making  in  the  whole^ 
with  his  brother  and  himself,  the  number  of  thirty  one.  That 
McKee,  Jacob  Hare  and  Qamuet  B^noWf  in  partieolar,  nraed  him, 
with  a  promise  of  three  hundred  acres  of  land,  to  pick  we  same 
where  he  pleased,  if  he  would  go  with  the  company  to  the  Kittan- 
ingto  join  four  or  five  hundreaEnglish  and  Indians,  and  to  return 
to  Fort  Pitt;  Frankstown  and  Sipkjng  Valley,  to  kill  the  male  infaa- 
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oapsble  of  bearing  annSj  wbo  weie  ia  any  kind  of  Ibrt  or  plaoe 
of  defence,  and  all  others  of  any  sex  or  age  who  attempted  to  ea- 
oape  or  elude  ibeir  seavebr  ThU  if  he  refused  to  join  said  com- 
|ADy,  he  would  be  hung  or  banished  to  the  bay  of  Honduras,  if  the 
Soglish  prevailed  over  this  eonntrv.  That  he  went  with  the  oom- 
panj  over  Allegany  mountain.  Ijiat  in  their  progress  they  were 
met  by  Indians,  and  that  one  of  them  shot  his  brother,  and  another 
of  them  scalped  him.  That  after  his  brother  was  shot^  McEuee 
pulled  a  letter  out  of  his  pocket  which  he  had  got  from  an  Enelish 
officer  in  Carlisle  gaol,  and  with  the  letter  displayed  a  handkerchief| 
crying  peace,  peace,  brothers,  but  that  the  Savages  ran  off  without 
givinff  attention.  That  immediately  he  returned  with  McKee,  Jacob 
and  Michael  Hare,  Little,  Adam  Portmerser,  Peter  Portmerser, 
William  and  John  Shilling,  Peter  Shaver,  William  Hamson,  and 
one  or  two  more  whose  names  be  does  not  know.  That  he  parted 
witb  some  of  them  at  the  foot  of  Allegany^  and  with  others  in  Sink* 
ing  Yalley,  aU  of  whom  declared  they  never  would  return  home  or 
surrender  themselves,  but  go  to  Baltimore  and  wait  the  arrival  of  the 
English  Fleet.  That  he  came  and  surrendered  himself  to  Captain 
John  McDonald,  at  Edward  Beatys.  That  MoKey  informed  the 
company  that  he  understood  a  number  of  English  were  to  join  the 
Savages,  and  about  the  tenth  of  next  month  to  come  down  upon  this 
State.  That  he  was  informed  by  his  brother,  John  Weston,  that 
John  Hess  was  to  meet  and  join  the  company.  Examination  taken 
Ajail  27th,  1778. 

That  he  hea^  Zebediah  Rickets^  now  a  prisoner,  say,  that  if  he 
knew  how  to  leave  his  family  he  would  go  away^  to  avoid  taking  the 
oath  prescribed  by  the  State. 

Examination  of  Michael  Warrick : 

That  be  lodged  in  Jacob  Bowlers  house  last  Saturday  night ;  that 
a  Httle  before  day  he  was  awoke  by  the  barking  of  dogs ;  that  be 
heard  soon  after  a  person  knocking  at  the  door,  and  called  said 
Bowles  wife  by  name  repeatedly,  and  asked  if  her  husband  was  in 
the  house ;  that  she  awoke  her  husband,  who  went  out  of  doors  and 
remained  some  timo;  returned  and  went  to  bed;  that  he  awoke  John 
Yansant. 

Examination  of  John  Yanzant : 

Thai  he  asked  Jacob  Bowler  who  called  him  oat;  who  answered 
he  was  not  oat. 
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Edwarb  Evans  to  Ool.  Matlack,  1778. 

Near  Tr^hUm^  May  28d,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  think  it  neoeoarej  to  Inform  yon  that  on  the  20th  of  Sepir  last, 
the  day  after  onr  Militia  marched  from  the  bHs  of  Sohoolldil,  I  en- 
tered the  City  of  Philad%  that  on  my  Leaving  it  the  same  day  I  fell  in 
with  a  Corporal  and  5  or  6  lame  Soldiers  belonging  to  Col.  Nichols'a 
Corps  of  Inralidsy  (the  Colonel  then  being  at  Bristol)  with  these 
men  I  was  determined  to  bring  off  a  small  Hoyate  that  I  knew  was 
some  time  ago  in  the  possetion  of  a  person  who  had  a  snspitioiza 
Carrackter,  with  respect  to  our  Canse,  by  the  name  of  Oswal  Eave ; 
J  accordingly  waited  on  him  and  Demanded  the  same,  when  he  in- 
formed me  on  bis  Honour  that  it  was  on  board  Captain  Josiars  Con- 
tinental OallatCi  but  as  I  did  not  Choos  to  take  hiB  word  I  went 
with  the  men  in  Serch  of  the  same,  and  in  my  seroh  for  the  Hoyate 
I  found  a  Large  Qaantity  of  Powder,  I  judged  about  a  Ton  or  up- 
wards. I  Demanded  to  know  whose  powder  it  was,  he  in  the  First 
place  informed  me  that  It  was  his  own  property,  afterwards  jie  told 
me  that  it  was  John  Nixons,  that  it  might  be  Long  to  the  province.  I 
informed  him  that  I  should  Remove  it;  he  Refused  to  let  it  go,  un- 
less I  showed  him  my  authority ;  that  upon  this  I  proceeded  to  Col. 
McYaughs,  where  I  procured  §  Waggons,  and  with  the  same  Goard 
Delivered  it  in  the  Care  of  a  Captain  of  Light  Horse  belonging  t6 
the  state  of  North  Carolina,  who  bappened  to  be  at  Col.  Mc  Yaugha;, 
where  it  was  safe  Delivered  to  Col.  Flowers,  at  Bristol ;  that  I  pro- 
ceeded to  Head  Quarters  and  Laid  the  same  before  General  Nash^ 
who  assured  me  the  affair  should  be  Laid  before  the  other  Officers^ 
and  the  affare  seen  into.  But  as  that  Brave  officer  was  ahortlj  after 
oarried  off,  I  ap|Hrehend  the  affiire  has  not  been  Laid  in  a  proper  Lme. 
I  think  it  neoecary  to  be  informed  whether  the  said  powder  was  pri- 
Tate  property  or  belonged  to  the  United  States ;  If  privit  property, 
I  am  of  Oppinion  that  it  is  Confiscated,  as  it  was  Convaid  A  ap- 
peased to  be  Designed  (ov  the  Enemy.  I  think  John  Nixons  Cfa»- 
jrickter  was  injewred  by  Save  saying  that  it  was  his  property,  I  shall 
therefore  rite  to  Mr.  Nixon  concerning  the  same,  that  he  may  have 
an  opportunity  of  Clearing  himself  from  such  an  aspertion,  as  I 
looked  on  you  to  be  the  properest  person  to  have  the  Matter  De- 
justed  ft  brought  to  Light,  I  have  used  the  fieedem  te  lite  iUs  to 
you,  as  I  intend  to  Clame  the  same  if  it  should  not  belong  to  tho 
United  States,  of  which  I  shall  be  Eztreamly  obliged  to  you  to  in- 
form me  as  soon  as  its  Convenient.  N.  B.  I  should  have  mentioned 
it  to  you  when  I  saw  you  in  Lancaster,  had  I  have  none  the  &te  of 
our  General. 

I  am,  with  Esteem, 

your  most  obedient, 

EDWARD  EVANS- 

Directed. — ^To  Col.  Timothey  Matlack,  at  or  near  Lancaster. 
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JoNA.  B,  SMiin  TO  V.  P.  G.  Bryan,  1778. 

1st.  That  20,010,000  Dollars  emitted  from  22d  day  of  June  prox, 
1775,  till — *,  be  b<MTOwed  oa  Loan  Office  Certificates  of  the  United 
States,  &  destroyed. 

2.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  respecUve  States  forthwith  to 
provide  laws  for  stopping  the  circulation  of  all  bills  of  the  emissions 
aforesaid,  after  the — dAy  of  — -  next,  by  not  considering  them  as 
]egal  tender,  but  that  they  be  received  in  exchange  for  Loan  office 
certificates,  or  in  payment  of  a  continental  tax  to  be  raised  by  the 
States,  agreeable  to  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  —  day  of  —  last. 

3.  Thatihe  Commissioners  of  the  Gont>  L.  Offices  be  directed  to 
cut,  by  a  circular  punch  of  an  inch  diameter,  an  hole  in  each  bill| 
vhieh  fthcy  may  recdve  of  the  said  emissions,  to  cross' the  same,  &c., 
fto.,  &  to  transmit  such  bills  to  the  Continental  Treasurer,  to  be  in 
presence  of  a  Committee  of  Congress — destroyed.f 

6.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  States,  by  laws,  &c.,  to 
Jay  taxes,  cancel  their  respective  emissions,  confiscate  &  sell  the  es- 
tates of  persons  who  have  forfeitedj  &g.,  &  lending  to  the  United 
Statesy  OB  Loan  office  certificates,  the  money  arising  from  such  sales, 
4^  for  ceasing  to  make  further  emissioxui  of  bills  of  Credit. 

8.  That  we  proceedings  of  the  Convention  of  Committees  at  N* 
Haven,  be  transmitted  to  the  Southern  States;  the  propriety  of 
adopting  similar  measures  be  referred  to  their  serious  consideration, 
&  that  it  be  recommended  to  States  Eastward  of  Delaware  to  suspend 
ihe  execution  of  the  plan  of  the  Convention  for  regulatinjz  prices^ 
vntill  Congress  shall  inform  them  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Southern 
Statea  upon  the  same  subject 

Sunday  mom'g. 
Sir, 

I  shall  be  very  glad  to  have  your  sentiments  on  the  propriety  & 
Safety  of  them  in  some  part  of  our  bills  of  Credit,  in  manner  as 
above.  The  Credit  of  our  money  is  an  object  now  in  view  here.  I 
confess  1  fear  too  great  an  effect  on  the  public  mind  for  adopting 
thia  measure.  I  thank  you  for  your  several  letters.  The  acc^*  from 
y*  city  m^  flattering.  Is  it  a  Mr.  Bailv,  who  several  years  ago  was 
eonnected  with  Stephen  Carmicks  family  ?  But  timeo  danaoB  Sf  dona 
/erente$.  By  Mr.  Baily  I  send  you  a  packet  containing  some  French 
ft  some  old  English  Papers,  which  you^l  please  to  return  when  you 
shall  hate  sufficiently  satisfied  yourself.  I  will  endeavor  for  later 
ones.  The  acc^  from  Oen'l  Lacey  is  clever  &  does  him  credit.  I 
have  made  it  accompany  the  accounts  from  the  City,  so  that  it  has 
been  in  almost  Qyerj  hand  here.  By  Mr.  Belany  I  shall  give  you 
more  of  the  treaty  this  day. 

I  am,  Sir,  y  aficct 

*  A  smaBpieee  befe  torn  off. 
t  See  pace  6S8. 
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Near  1  week  ago  we  beard  that  2  Frenoh  &  1  Spanish  Yeeael  wen 
taken  off  the  Gapes  of  Virginia,  hav'g  fought  2  hours  a  60  Qwl 
Ship— hearing  no  more  sinoe  it  is  now  doabtedL  Be  pleased,  to 
thank  Col.  Matlack  for  me  for  his  letter. 

Gen'l  Washington  had  a  great  &  genteel  well  conducted  enter- 
tainment at  Camp. 

Directed^ 

Hon'ble  (George  Bryao;  Esqr.,  Lanoaster. 


Council  to  Gbkl.  Washinoton,  1778. 

Lsncasteri  23d  Hay^  1778. 
Sir, 

As  it  is  apprehended  here,  that  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  has 
been  nominated  by  the  most  Christian  King,  Ambassador  to  the 
United  States  of  America,  &  that  he  may  be  expected  shortly  to 
pass  thro'  this  borough  in  his  way  to  Congress^  it  would  highly 
oblige  the  Executive  Council  of  this  State,  if  some  prerious  intims* 
tion  of  the  time  of  his  Lordship's  Journey  could  be  given  by  one  of 
the  Gentlemen  of  your  Excellency's  familly,  in  order  Siat  due  honour 
might  be  done  to  so  respectable  a  personage  by  this  State,  as  &r  tf 
present  circumstances  may  admit. 

This  morning  early,  his  Excellency  Thomas  Whtrton,  Juniori 
Esquire,  died  here  very  unexpectedly.  The  State  suffers  by  the  loss  of 
the  worthy  president.  But  tho'  Council  sensibly  feel  the  want  of 
his  presence  in  their  deliberations,  your  Excellency  may  be  assured 
of  their  most  spirited  exertions,  &  that  they  will  steadily  ooopeiate 
irith  you  in  every  measure,  for  the  public  good« 

I  am,  may  it  please  your  Excellencyi 

Y'  Excell^  most  obed^ 

&  lery  hnmb.  Senr*. 

O.  B. 


COUKOIL  TO  TXMOTHT  PiCKBKINa)  &C.y  1778. 

Lancaster.  24th  May,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  hastened  out  of  bed  at  an  early  hour  this  morning  to  issue  s 
Warrant  for  impressing  12  Waggons  to  accommodate  Colonel  Harri- 
sons  Regiment  of  Artillery,  &  a  detachment  of  the  2d  Virginia  State 
Begiment  from  Wrights'  Ferry  to  Camp,  but  I  must  take  we  Itber^ 
of  zemarking  on  this  apparent  Enkorgeoey. 
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The  heayy  bardan  oil  ibis  Biate,  and  partionlariy  the  Ooiiiily  of 
LancMter^  oagbt  to  have  inflaenoed  the  hiriog  of  QarrisgeB  for  the 
Troope  of  Yirgiiuay  within  that  State.  This  is  the  nsodl  piaetice. 
Bat  if  this  were  otherwise,  Frederio,  in  Harylaiid,  or  York  Goootj, 
in  this  Stifttey  might  easily  have  been  applied  to,  daring  the  march  of 
these  troope.  The  great  numbers  already  sent  from  heooe  to  Gampi 
&  still  forciog  oat,  will,  I  fear,  make  it  diffieult  for  to  have  these 
troops  provided  without  delay ;  at  least,  the  present  call  will  have  a 
Tendency  to  deprive  the  General  of  twelve  Waggons  he  has  de» 
saanded,  an  inconvenience  I  know  yon  would  wish  to  avoid. 

Mr.  Boss  complains  that  the  Connty  Waggon  Master  does  not  re« 
side  in  this  Borough.  Doubtless  it  is  inconvenient,  but  the  huge 
arrears  due  to  the  people  of  thisoounty,  &  the  number  called  for  at 
a  time  of  great  scarcity  of  Labourers,  makes  the  office  very  irksome. 
Oouooil  are  difficulted  to  get  aokire  man  to  undertake  it,  or  con- 
tinae  in  it.  It  should  be  considered,  that  if  the  owners  are  thoroughly 
unwilling  to  turn  out  their  teams,  they  have  many  indirect  means  to 
withhold  them,  tho'  the  greatest  pains,  &  even  foroe^  be  applied  to 
compel  them. 

I  trust  that  you  will  see  the  necessity  of  ordering  any  WaggonSj 
thikt  may  be  procured  on  the  present  occasion,  to  be  instantly  dis* 
charged  on  their  arrival  at  Camp.  They  must  go  very  inoonveni* 
fDtly  &  much  unfurnished  for  any  stay,  to  continue  them  in  service ; 
under  such  disagreeable  ciroumstances  will  greatly  disgust  the  people, 
and  thereby  hurt  the  service,  have  a  tendency  to  render  the  Quarter 
H'  odious  and  prevent  his  usefulness  in  future. 

Timothy  Pickering,  Esq'.,  &  the  Board  of  War,  at  York  Town. 


Col.  Bichabb  McAlssteb  to  Prbsibbnt  Whabton,  1778. 

Hay  24%  1778. 

I  have  been  striveing  Ever  since  Bee*  Your  Exellencie's  Orders, 
to  Git  a  Betum  of  the  Arms  in  this  County,  both  Public  &  Privet. 
There  is  som  Batalions  I  have  Got  no  Betum  from  as  yet }  altho' 
the  Bepeated  Dimands  I  have  made  to  hsve  them  Beddy  by  the  15^ 
or  16  Instant,  I  have  not  Bee*  from  more  than  5  Batalions  thire 
Betums.  M'  Hays  Beturns  not  one  Privet  arm,  ondly  Public  ones. 
The  People  Complain  so  hevely  Bespecting  the  arms  which  they 
Give  up  for  two  vears  Past,  which  wass  Apraised,  sent  out  in  the 
Militia  k  not  paid  for,  that  they  all  Indevonr  to  seehret  thire  arms 
what  they  now  hate,  and  it  is  impossible  to  Git  a  good  ao*  of  them,  as 
they  Suspect  they  will  be  ^praised  and  taken  as  before.  IndcNsd, 
the  minds  (rf  the  people  are  Exceedingly  Sowerod  by  this;  thiie 
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ftrms  waas  apnised  at  that  ttoM  Bzoeeding  too— Moat  pay  at  least 
4  or  5  timea  the  price  now ;  they  look  to  me  for  Pay,  and  GiveanM 
Buch  oneaayneaa.  I  have  Bee*  no  ordera  of  the  Kind ;  but  was  it 
Oonaiatant,  should  be  Ohid  to  have  it  in  my  Power  to  (^iet  them 
k  Remove  thia  Mnrmoring ;  the  amonni  will  not  be  ao  Y erry  Oo^ 
riderabloy  aa  the  apraiaementa  waaa  ao  i^ery  loo.  Arms  ia  Realj 
aearoe  in  thia  County  ainee  the  Ume  they  were  taken  npand  went  to 
Oamp  before  tbe  fate  of  fort  Washington ;  btit  atill  not  ao  mnoh  as 
it  appears^  as  the  people  seehret  them,A;  believe  waaa  tbe  former  loaa 
of  them,  y9^  som  blankets  Diseharged  w*  alter  the  Gaae.  Thia  day 
being  a  field  day,  T  observed  there  did'nt  apear  20  Gnna  in  the  field, 
I  have  a  list  of  those  who  have  arras  far  aa  as  the  Betnms  ia  made, 
bnt  Suspeet  the  half  hath  Denied  having  aney.  The  Amoant  of  the 
Betnrns  made  to  me  of  Private  arms,  ia  402,  the  PtiUiek  arma  is 
86 ;  twenty  four  of  them  in  my  bands  that  I  Purohed.  8  mnskefai 
of  my  Porohising,  hath  been  taken  from  tbe  Militia  on  there  wmy 
Arom  Oamp  by  officers ;  som  Got  Bse^,  &  others  did  not ;  howeveri 
I  made  them  prove  it.  Shall  forward  nil  the  other  Betnrns  aa  fiul 
as  I  can  Coleot  them,  but  am  Certain  shall,  for  the  Beaisons  Giveii, 
not  6it  an  ati*  of  the  half  ontill  those  M  matters  is  settled.  How- 
ever,  the  half  that  hath  been  seen  is  not  worth  any  thing,  nor  Can 
they  be  mad  fit  to  be  of  anv  Service  in  the  field.  I  am  told,  & 
belive  it  to  be  true,  many  hide  tiiire  Ouns  in  their  bams  k  saeli 
Places  as  they  Can't  be  Seen,  for  .fear  of  having  them  taken  firom^ 
ft  others  that  hath  not  hid  them,  Swear  no  Person  shall  have  them, 
but  if  they  are  obliged  to  mareh,  will  take  thire  one  Qon  themselvesy 
but  DO  other  Person  shall  lay  a  hand  on  them. 

I  weat  y  Ezelencees  furder  Directions  in  this  Matter,  and  am  y 
Bzelencee's  Most  ob^  Ha^^  Servant^ 

B'  MCALESTEB. 

Direeiedf 

His  Exelenoy,  Thomaa  Wharton  Esqr.,  Prosedent  of  the  Supraim 
Ezecolif  Gonnoil  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvaniai  Lancaster. 


Sir, 


V.  P.  Geo.  Bbtak  to  Michabii  Hille&as,  1778. 

Lancaster,  29^  Hay,  1778. 


Your  Letter  of  the  21*^  Instant,  diieofted  to  oar  lata  worthy  pnai- 
dent,  was  refsrrad  U>  me  by  M'  James  Wharton,  for  reply.  Yonr 
desire  to  know  whether  you,  aa  late  Treasurer  of  Penaaylvaaia,  mm 
he  within  the  obllgatioD  of  briamng  in  to  the  present  TkMrarar, 
befocei  the  l->  ef  June  o^t^  andi  of  tbe  Bills  of  ^ 
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under  the  anthority  of  the  King  of  Great  Britaro,  as  may  be  in  your 
handa.  M'  Bayardi  the  spedcer  of  Aasembly^  &  the  CofDocil  have 
seen  y  Letter,  bat  the  exposition  of  Laws  belongs  to  the  Courts  of 
Justice.  A  very  safoi  &  for  what  appears,  ready  ooursoi  is  suggested 
to  me.  This  is^  that  you  pack  in  a  small  Box,  all  suoh  bills,  &  after 
fixing  your  seals  on  it,  you  lodge  it  in  the  office  of  Dayid  Bittenhousoi 
Esquire,  till  you  have  opportunity  to  meet  the  Committee  of  Aooounis, 
&  ooonl^  &  deliver  over  the  same.* 

1  am^  Siri 

Your  very  obed.  Serv^, 

GEO.  BRYAN. 

To  Miohael  BiUegas,  Esqv 


GomrctL  to  Board  of  Wab,  1778. 

Qentlemen, 

Your  favour  of  the  20th  Instant  and  an  Order  for  half  a  ton  of 
powder,  one  ton  of  lead,  &  two  thousand  Flints  is  received.  The 
earnest  entreaties  for  support  to  the  frontier  counties  are  very  dis- 
tressing, and  their  application  for  rifles  for  the  Militia  very  presMU^ 
Bifles  are  not  in  the  power  of  this  Council,  and  therefore  we  must 
depend  on  a  supply  from  your  board,  this  we  hope  may  be  furnished 
by  repairing  the  continental  rifles  now  at  Carlisle.  Precautions  are 
given  to  the  Lieutenants  of  the  Counties,  respecting  the  Ammuni- 
tion committed  to  their  care,  and  they  are  directed  to  take  every 
Measure  Necessary  to  prevent  the  waste  of  it. 

The  Orders  of  the  21st  for  discharging  the  Guards  is  duly  at- 
tended to.  We  suppose  that  Ool.  Gmbb  has  acted  oonsbtflooit  with 
your  ideas  in  calling  for  a  guard  of  one  hundred  men  at  Lebanon  to 
secuie  the  stores  there.  The  H'nble  W.  A.  Atlee  insists  on  the 
necessity  of  keeping  up  a  Guard  of  200  men  in  this  borough  until 
he  has  eollected  the  Hessian  prisoners. 

loDsaster,  May  26lfc,  1778. 

P.  8.  It  is  proposed  to  withdraw  the  guard  at  Middleton  as  sooij 
as  the  Hessians  are  brought. 

To  the  Board  of  War. 

^  flee  page688L 
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Council  to  Colonel  Galbraith,  1778. 

In  Connoil, 

Lancaster^  25th  Hay,  1778. 

Sir, 

The  pemaina  of  the  Grewa  of  the  Gkljiea  lately  employed  on  the 
Delaware  are  joat  come  to  thia  Borough.  It  waa  In  contemplation 
to  employ  them  on  the  Gheaapeak  Bay,  Congreaa  at  leaat  aaked  for 
them.  But  now  it  ia  hoped  that  they  may  be  aoon  re-eatabliahed 
in  their  Yeasela  in  snarding  the  River^  for  the  Galliea  are  yet  ia 
being,  and  may^  perhapa,  be  refitted. 

In  the  mean  time  aa  they  are  at  praHeqt  here,  &  mnat  be  pud  ft 
▼ictaalled,  it  will  relieve  you  from  the  neoeaaity  of  employing  so 
many  Militia  as  waa  deaix^  aoine  days  ainoe,  afaonld  yon  oooot  oo 
130  of  theae  boatmen  towards  the  guard  at  Lanoaater,  1  dare  say  the 
people  of  the  County  will  have  no  objection  that  these  folks  under- 
take their  duty  for  a  few  weeks. 

I  ami 

Sir, 

your  very  obed^  8er?** 

Direeiedf 

Col.  Oalbraith. 


V 


Samubl  Laird  to  Sbcbbtabt  Matlaoe,  1778. 

Carlisle,  25«'  May,  1778. 
Sir, 

Yeaterday  and  not  before  I  had  the  Honor  of  receiving  yoor  Letter 
of  the  7  th  Inst.  I  and  hare  not  at  present  an  opportunity  dToonsalt- 
log  the  other  Commissioners,  therefore  can  only  inform  you  that  ia 
most  parts  of  the  County  the  Collectors  are  collecting  the  5p''  ta, 
and  hath  paid  a  oonaiderable  part  thereof  to  the  Treasurer.  The 
Board  haye  been  repeatedly  disappointed  by  the  Assistant  Assessois 
appointed  for  the  Township  of  Lack,  therefore  that  Township  is  not 
taxed,  and  the  appeal  for  the  northern  district  hath  upon  that  soo* 
been  detain'd  until  now,  and  this  day  I  act  out  to  assist  in  holding 
an  Appeal  in  said  District    The  last  mentioned  tax  We  intend  pro* 
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eeadiiiff  upas  m  booh  as  ifae  Appeal  is  oyer,  and  if  the  Inierporiiioii 
of  ftko  Legiahttore  shall  be  foBnd  neeessarj  we  will  inform  j(m. 
I  am  with  great  respeot)  Sir^ 

your  yerjr  H'ble  Servant, 

SAM>  LAIRD, 

oae  of  the  Gomm"  of  C.  0. 

JKrected, 

On  Fnblie  Senrioe. 

To  Timothy  Matlack;  Ssqoire,  Seer  to  the  Hon'ble  EJceeutiTO 
Coancil^  Lancaster. 


LisuTSNAirr  John  Wetzel  to  Pbesidbnt  Whaeton,  1778. 

HacooungO;  in  Northampton  Connty,  May  25*^,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  reeeiVd  years  of  the  22>'  InsS  and  perceive  by  it  that  the  Mo- 
nviana  and  Sinkfelders  have  been  bnsy  with  their  petitions  for 
redress  of  Orievancesi  which  I  am  sore,  Sir,  were  never  inflicted  on 
them  in  this  County  more  than  on  other  people  of  different  denomi- 
nations, or  more  than  the  Laws  of  this  Common  Wealth  justly 
directs. 

Kind  Sir,  you  may  believe  me  when  I  take  this  friendly  opportu- 
nUy  to  inform  you  that  I  should  be  heartily  sorry  to  distress  any 
one  individual,  or  set  of  Men  with  unequal  fines  within  the  limits 
of  mj  jurisdictioni  further  than  Government  provides  in  cases  of 
ooUeoling  of  fines.  I  would,  Sir^  further  inform  you  with  respect  to 
jUie  disaffected  Men  in  this  County,  that  one  tenth  part  of  them  have 
bqI  taken  the  oath  yet,  nor  do  they  ever  mean  to  do  it ;  tho'  special 
oceasion  offers  every  day  to  cause  us  to  force  them  to  give  assurances 
of  their  good  behaviour  towaxda  our  Laws  and  the  dictates  of  Go- 
Temment. 

Biff  I  ean  with  sincerity  inform  you  that  the  bad  behaviour  of  the 
Tories  in  this  County,  and  those  in  particular  who  have  been  some 
time  ago  committed  to  Easton  Gh)al  merit  no  Lenity,  notwithstand- 
ing I  have  treated  them,  and  will  ever  endeavour  to  treat  mankind 
in  aooh  a  manner  as  no  part  of  my  Condnot  shall  or  may  be  looked 
upon  as  rigorous,  or  my  Actions  ever  deserve  the  name  of  persecu- 
tion ;  On  this  foundation,  Sir,  I  shall  ever  Act  whilst  I  live,  and 
whilst  I  have  the  Honour  to  be  in  Office  under  so  respectable  a  Body 
as  the  Honourable  Suprepae  Executive  Council  of  the  Common 
Wealth  of  Pennsylvania 

Sir^  I  can  with  pleasure  assure  you  that!  shall  ever  make  it  my 


y' 
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pftrtiealar  study  to  promote  petoe  and  hameny,  and  inAI  ever  «•« 
deaTonr  to  SHppreBs  anything  thai  would  tend  to  gm  onr  GoaDoil  OK 

Assembly  dbturbance  or  trouble. 

I  am;  Sir;  with  due  reepeot, 

yoor  most  (lambfe 

and  most  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  WETZEL,  Lieatenant 

P.  S.    I  am,  Sir,  sinoercly  sorry  for  jthe  iadUpoaittoa  of  our 
Honourable  Presidents  hEealth  at  present.* 


Lieut.  Samuel  Hunter  to  Council,  1778. 

Sunbnry,  26«»  May,  1778.    - 

Since  I  wrote  Connoil  last  there  is  frequently  Expresses  oomeieg 
to  inform  me  of  Savages  killing  and  Captivaiting  the  Back  inhabi- 
'  tants.  The  16*^  Inst.,  nigk  the  month  of  Bald  Bagle  oreek,  there 
was  killed  and  scalped  by  the  Indians  three  men  that  was  ptitiBg  iif 
a  spring  crop,  and  on  the  18^  Inst.,  nigh  Pine  Oreek,  there  wae  s 
man  &  woman  &  child  taken  Prisoners,  and  on  the  20*^  Inst,  there 
was  two  men  and  sdven  women  and  Ohildem  taken  fmAx  one  Houee 
near  Lycoming  oreek — they  took  them  all  Prisoners,  and  Yeeterdaj 
there  was  an  fizpress  from  Munoy,  informing  me  of  three  haaWjBj 
ConsiBting  of  Sixteen  in  number,  being  killed  and  taken  away  fiooi 
Loyalsock,  about  six  miles  above  Sam.  Wallis's }  there  was  but  two 
of  them  found  killd,  as  tfaeEnimy  had  set  fire  to  the  Houses*  It 
has  so  alarmed  the  inhabitants  to  sudi  a  degree  that  they  are  all 
fled  to  Samuel  Wallis's,  where  they  intend  te  make  a  stand  untUI 
the  militia  of  those  two  lower  Battalions  marehes  up  to  tbdtf 
assistance. 

I  have  Oiven  Orders  for  all  that  h  Protided  witli  «ibb  to  koM 
themselves  in  B^dineas  Imadiatly  for  tkeir  owen  Befenee.  Tel 
there  is  a  Great  backwardness  prevails  with  a  number  6f  the  militia 
of  this  County  in  Regard  of  their  Situations,  being  widi  gfeai  Plro* 

J^rietv  frontiers  themselves,  so  that  its  hard  to  turn  out  mm  theif 
amiiys. 

We  are  Badly  off  for  Provisions,  and  EspeeSally  meat,  as  there  k 
BO  Commissary  appointed  for  this  County  to  Buy  up  sueh  atorea. 
And  arms  is  very  much  wanted  as  there  is  not  above  sevevi  Huadted 
and  fifty  that  is  fit  for  use,  and  sixtv  of  them  PnbKek  arms,  whiek 
is  Very  Ordinary.  I  give  Orders  for  arCompauy  of  Yolintiera  oat 
of  Each  of  the  Battalions  to  be  formed,  whigh  will  do  more  aerviee 

*  See  page  546. 
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thill  all  the  teilitia  tf  :tlie  Chmnty^  fdr  itkmg  tba  PeOpW  in  OIaim. 
as  their  Tower  of  dutj  comee  will  not  do  tolght  Indiiauk  A3  the 
Oenend  Aasemblj  is  now  sitiogi  I  would  be  Desireous  they  would 
appoint  one  0^  themBelves,  that  is  out  of  this  County,  to  procure 
arms  and  ammunitioni  and  Nominate  a  person  to  act  as  Commissary 
to  purchase  Provisions,  I  made  mention  of  Col^  William  Cook| 
who  would  undertake  to  find^the  militia  of  this  County  in  Provisions^ 
provided  he  was  furnished  with  Gash,  which  is  Very  much  wanted, 
for  I  Doubt  the  Indian  War  is  become  Oeneral.  I  have  Wrote 
about  arms  and  ammunition^  but  Thomas  Hewit,  Esq%  Just  arrive- 
ing  here,  by  whome  I  am  informed  there  is  sueh  articles  Provided 
for  this  County,  and  I  hope  will  be  a  means  of  Encourageing  the 
People  to  make  a  stand,  suppose  all  that  had  arms  was  fully  Bent 
in  turning  out  against  the  Enimys  of  their  Country. 

I  am  tiTf 

with  Due  Bespect, 

your  Excellency's  most 

Obedient  Humb*  Sex^i 

SAML.  HUNTER,  Lieut. 

t    To  His  Exoelency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun',  President  of  y*  Hono- 
lable  the  Executive  Council,  Lancaster. 
%^  Ja«  Harzis,  Jim'',  Express. 


Col*  6.  Gibson  to  Col.  Matlack,  1778. 

On  the  other  Side  you  have  the  order  of  procession.  Tou  will 
please  to  make  such  animadversions  on  the  Conduct  of  the  Gent* 
who  Ol&oiated  as  Officers  as  you  may  think  they  merited. 

I  am  BLt;  yours,  &c.| 

G.  GIBSON. 

P.  R.  If  necessnry  I  luive  annex'd  the  names  of  the  officers : 
O.  G^  Oap^    Col.  Bayard,  Lieu^    Cq1«  Boss,  Ensign. 

As  The  Corpse  was  brought  into  the  Street  &  placed  on  the  Bier, 

m  Signal  was  then  made  from  the  Cupulo  of  the  Court  house  by 

Letting  fly  a  Fkg,  which  announced  to  the  Gent"  who  commanded 

iho  Artillery  that  the  procession  was  to  begin,  upon  which  the 
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nfaiiite  &aiM  began  to  Kre,  ft  the  ProoMrion  iboved  on  in  tho 
followiog  Ofder. 

Tiro  Seijeants  inth  their  arms  rDvened. 

Lien*  &  Enaign. 

Band  of  Mtiaio. 

Fifes  &  Drums. 

Soldiers  in  4  Divisions,  10  deep,  arms  Bererscd. 

Cap*  of  the  Corap'y. 

Clergy. 

Physicians. 

Corpse,  &c.* 

Directed^ 
Col»  Madack,  Piea^. 


Navy  Boaed  to  Commissioners,  fta,  1778. 

War  Office,  May  27, 1778- 
Cbotlemen, 

We  hare  been  favonred  with  yonr  letter  on  the  subject  of  your 
appointment.  By  a  former  resolution  of  Congress  the  direotioii  of 
the  Commissioners  on  the  East  side  of  Susquehanna  was  entirely 
placed  on  the  Honble  Council  of  this  state,  and,  therefore,  for  any 
directions  you  want  you  will  apply  to  them.  We  have  allowed  no 
pay  for  clerk  to  the  Commissioners  on  this  side  the  river,  as  we 
conceived  the  Comn^issioners  sufficient  for  their  services.  The 
above  resolutionf  of  Congress  was  transmitted  to  Council  a  con- 
siderable time  ago,  and  we  suppose  their  letter  to  you  has  miscarried, 
or  you  would  have  been  informed  that  your  purchases  were  diieoted 
to  be  stopped.  .  On  receipt  of  thb  yon  will  no  doubt  pay  due  atten- 
tion to  the  resolution  and  deliver  over  all  you  have  purchased  to  the 
commissary  of  the  district,  taking  his  receipt,  which  will  be  neoessait 
as  a  voucher  to  you  on  settlement  of  your  accounts  with  the  Council- 

We  are  your  obedient  serv^, 

RICHARD  PETERS- 
By  order  of  the  Board* 

*  For  a  filler  account  of  the  arrangements  see  CoL  Beo.,  Tot,  Xl-r 
p.  49S-600. 
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Hon.  Thomas  McEsan  to  Y.  P.  Geo.  Bryan,  1778. 

Pear  Sir, 

• 

I  foraoi  in  my  letter  of  this  morning  to  mention  that  a  oertain 
James  Bracken  (one  of  the  persons  named  in  your  last  Proclama- 
tion) was  brought  before  ine  yesterday  without  atiy  testimony  or 
evidence  whatsoeyer  agnnsl  him.  I  took  his  own  Etamination, 
wherein  he  endeavours  to  excuse  his  going  to  Philadelphia  by  saying 
he  was  in  a  consumption^  &  went  there  for  the  benefit  of  skilful 
Physiciims  and  good  medicines,  and  that  he  gave  no  intelligence  to 
the  Enemy,  nor  did  he  join,  aid  or  comfort  them.  To  keep  him 
confined  in  goal,  when  at  his  trial  periiaps  little  may  be  proved 
against  him,  may  be  a  reflexion  on  the  justice  of  the  State ;  and  yet 
I  have  an  unfavorable  impression  of  the  man,  as  I  am  told  he  haa 
been  uniformly  inimical.  He  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  yesterday, 
and  is  sent  to  the  Prison  of  this  county. 

Perhaps  Council  may  have  some  Evidence  against  this  man,  or 
know  the  names  of  some  persons  who  may  be  witnesaee  against  him ; 
if  so,  I  must  beg  the  earliest  information  what  or  who  it  is.  If 
there  is  none  I  shall  be  obliged  to  bail  him. 

I  am^  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  sevant, 

THO.  M'KEAN. 

Tork-Town,  May  27th,  1777. 

P.  8.  Two  of  Felte  Shookey's  men,  as  supposed,  have  been  taken 
&  brought  before  me,  vii.,  Ja&  Nugent  &  Oresenor,  both  neat 
Ohambenhbwrg  in  Cumberland  oomnty.  These  are  all  out  of  16 
whom  I  have  examined  carefully,  having  employed  three  days  about 
ii,  whom  I  think  can  be  ikirly  charged  with  being  oonoOTned  in  the 
•ovatetfeiting  business  or  uttering  oounterfeii  money  knowingly^ 
In  a  few  weeks  I  shall  send  them  to  Carlisle  for  Trial;  I  do  not 
choose  to  take  them,  out  of  the  goal  of  this  place  long  bofore  their 
trial,  as  it  is  much  securer  than  the  goal  of  Cumberland  County. 

Directed. 

The  Honorable  Geoige  Btyan,  Esquire,  Yioe  President  of  Penn- 
sylanit. 

Jhm.^Jbif  M'Kean. 


)• 
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BoABD  OP  Wae  to  V.  p.  Geo.  Betan,  1778. 

War  Office;  May  27|  1778. 

Sir, 

The  board  haye  beea  &?0Qr6d  with  yovr  letter  of  the  25th  inatMit. 
In  addition  to  the  order  for  ammaQitioai  the  board  directed  that  M' 
Heary  ehouldi  if  pomible,  furniah  you  with  100  riflea :  a  eopy  of  th« 
order  is  indoeed.  Besides  theeoi  Gen^  Boberdean  has  hid  olden 
for  and  reo*  a  nxunber  of  anna  for  the  guard  at  Sinking  Bpring  Valiej. 
All  the  puUio  workmen  are  boeily  engaged  ia  fq^airing  anna  j  but 
till  do  not  supply  the  denande  of  the  army. 

In  our  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  we  inelosed  a  oq>y  of  our  lettn 
io  Cren'  Washingtcm,  ppN^HMing  that  about  250  rifleoieD  ahouU  U 
eent  from  eaoop  ft>r  the  immediate  defence  ei  the  frontiera^  TIm 
General  has  favoured  us  with  his  answer^  informing  that  he  bad 
Of  dered  that  number  to  march  forthwith.  They  coasiat  of  part  of 
the  13th  Virgin*  regiment,  (the  other  part  \mng  already  at  fori  Pitt,) 
U  Col«  Brodhead's  raiment  About  100  of  the  latter  were  of  Cd* 
Morgan's  rifle  corps ;  and  both  this  &  the  18th  Yirg*  re^  wen 
raised  on  the  western  frontiers.  This  forcCi  we  trust,  will  effectually 
secure  the  frontiersj  and  we  hope  enable  the  inhabitanta  to  return  to 
their  settlements. 

In  oonseqnenoe  of  their  report  &  the  resolye  of  Congress  thereoBi 
the  Board  supposed  300  militia  had  been  stationed  at  Bethlehem  k 
Easton  :  but  by  the  return  of  their  messenger  they  find  there  bare 
been  none  at  either  plaeo,  nor  at  AlleotowB.  Those  at  Beadmg  an 
ilmhaarged,  exoept  about  60  (or  the  town  guard. 

On  the  6th  instant,  we  wrote  to  Gol«  Orubb,  at  Lebaaos,  desnioi 
to  know  the  number  of  hit  goaad,  and  the  maimer  of  forming  it; 
but  haviefeoei?ed  no  answer.  A  guard  tiMz*  is  indispettsIUy  neoes» 
aaiy ;,  but  of  what  starensth  wo  cannot  detormiBei  Wo  will  writs  to 
Ool»  Flower  on  the  sul^oot,  that  as  few  aa  poniUo  amy  be  eaUad 
from  their  ooeupationa  to  ponorm  military  duty. 

I  amy  Sir/ 

very  respectfully, 

yottrobed^eerT^ 

TIM.  PICKERING,  inr. 

Byoidit 

IHrectedf 

On  public  service. 
'   The  Hon»<«  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  Vice  President  of  the  Eieoatiro 
"  Council  of  Pennsy mnia. 

(War  Office.) 
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In  CouQoilj 

Lancaster,  May  27, 1778. 
Sir, 

'  As  ihtf6  Htm  appean  to  lie  a  Bappy  proapeet  of  your  ExoalloBoy's 
regunhig,  in  a  abort  time,  the  posaesaion  of  the  Oity  of  Philadelphiai 
and  there  isreason  to  apprehend  that  the  protocationswhicih  hate  been 
giTen  by  aomo  of  the  inhabitanta  of  that  eity,  may  hate  excited  a 
spirit  of  revenge  in  the  minds  of  their  insulted  and  abased  ooon-> 
trymeD;  which,  if  not  restrmad  in  time,  may  in  tbeend  be  attended 
with  very  misohieyoos  consequences,  and,  possibly,  involve  many 
innooent  people  in  dreadful  calamities;  This  Council  thinks  the 
meiiaiuraa  neaeiaary  to.  be  taken  to  prevent  the  dborders  which  may 
ariae  upon  tfa«anny  and  the  p6C|>U  of  the  state  V9  entering  the  Oityi 
worthy  of  your  Ezcellenc/s  attention  for  a  few  moments,  and  there- 
fore trouble  you  with  this  intimation  of  our  apprehensions :  At  ihe 
same  time  assuring  you,  that  this  Council  will  consider  the  exertions 
whioh  you  may  find  necessary'for  sucli  a  purpose,  as  a  &vour  done 
to  the  state. 

Indoriedf 
To  His  Excellency^  Oenexal  Washington* 


•  m^ 


Resolution  of  Congbess,  1778. 

In  Congress,  May  28, 1778. 

Besolred :  That  all  farther  purchases  of  Cloathing  on  Accontit  of 
tbe  United  States  by  the  Clothier  Qeneral,  his  Deputies  or  Agents^ 
be  forthwith  Suspended. 

°^^*  Signed,  CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec^ 

Copy  of  a  resolve  of  Congress,  sent  in  by  Jacob  S.  Howell,  June 

4,  1778. 

.  .  T.  MATLACK,  Seo'y. 

«  See  Col.  See.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  607. 
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BOABD  0»  WaE  to  yfU.  HXKBT,  1778. 

War  Office,  May  19, 1778. 
Sir; 

*  Ton  will  pleagft^todeliyar  to  the  order  of  tke  Hon.  Covottl  of  Peno- 
Bjlyania,  one  bnodred  common  Bifles  (without  Bayonets)  if  you 
have  or  oan  procure  that  number  speedily.  A  light  Corps  fnmi 
Camp  is  expected  at  Lanoostei,  k  you  will  keep  in  view  the  providing 
ihem  with  what  they  want  for  frontier  Business.  We  mention  th]% 
as  we  have  written  tp  Uie  Council^  Last  your  stock  should  be  exhaqstfld 
by  this  Order, 

By  order  x>f  the  Board, 

BICHAED  P£TEB& 

•  To  W*  Henry,  JBeep,  Boperintend*  Arms,  fte.,  LiiioaBler. 

Copy  examined  by  Tim.  Pickering;  j'. 


Gbn.  WASHiNaTOH  TO  V.  P.  Geo.  Bryak,  1778. 

Head  Quarters,  Valley  Forge,  2S  May,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  received  your  favor  of  the  2S*  instant,  and  sincerely  condole 
with  the  Council  and  state  on  the  loss  of  so  worthy  a  citizen  and 
president. 

I  thank  you,  exceedingly,  for  your  assurances  of  co-operation 
whenever  cireuatstances  of  public  honor  &  safety  miJce  it  necessaiy. 
•  As  yet  I  have  had  no  official  information  of  the  Marauin  Do 
La  Fayette's  appointment  as  ambassador  from  the  Court  of  Franoe 
io  the  United  States  of  North  America.  But  when  I  am  adriaed 
of  such  an  event,  I  shall  take  a  pleasure  in  giving  the  Council  pre- 
vious notice  of  his  depifftura  from  the  army. 

I  am,  Sir, 

with  all  due  respect, 

your  most  hble  servS 

G-  WASHINGTON. 

P.  S.  Before  I  received  your  letter  of  the  27^  Instant,  I  bad 
determined  on  all  necessary  measures,  in  case  of  the  enemies  evaoo- 
ating  Philadelphia,  for  the  preservation  of  private  property  and  the 
protection  of  the  citiien  of  every  denomination.  I  would  beg  leave 
to  recommend  it  to  the  civil  authority  of  the  commonwealth  to  fit 
itself  as  soon  as  possible  in  the  City.    Till  then  the  Council  may  be 
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Mttiiroti  of  my  endeaTOim  and  ttttentioa  to  the  peace,  eaftty  aad 
good  order  of  ibe  plaoe. 

G*  WASHINGTON. 
Head  Qaarters,    \ 
29th  May,  1778.  J 

Honble  George  Bryaa. 


John  Carothbbs  to  PRESiDBirr  of  Council,  1778. 

East  penuBborrow;  May  28, 1778. 

Sir, 

The  IndAiis  Continae  their  savage  omelty  upon  our  froDtiera ; 
Numbers  of  families  are  obliged  to  fly  and  Leave  their  all  to  tho 
mercy  of  a  savage  foe,  and  numbers  fall  viotims  to  their  unabated 
cruelty.  Col.  Buchanan,  the  bearer,  will  give  council  a  particular, 
account  of  the  Distresses  of  the  frontier  of  this  county,  and  the 
murders  Lately  com  mited  in  that  Quarter;  the  unarmed  state  of  the 
inhabitants,  notwithstanding  the  assistance  already  given  by  the 
public,  adds  greatly  to  the  calamity.  The  Quota  of  ammunition 
for  this  county  I  have  sent  to  the  fronteers ;  part  to  Canogog]ge*& 
path  valley,  &  part  to  Kishycoquilles,  but  the  number  of  men 
obliged  to  be  under  arms  in  this  Last  place,  makes  the  Quantity  to 
each  man  very  trifliog,  and  numbers  to  have  none  at  all.  I  have 
given  strick  charge  with  respect  to  unnecessary  waste  of  the  ammuui. 
tion.  M**  Hoge,  a  member  of  councils,  wrote  mo  some  time  ago 
about  a  number  of  Muskets  which  might  be  had  upon  application  to 
a  certain  gentleman.  If  Col.  Buchanan  be  of  opinion  that  muskets 
would  be  any  how  usefuU  to  them,  (if  rifles  cannot  be  had,)  perhaps 
they  might  yet  be  had.  I  have  purchased  about  twenty  rifles,  & 
Bent  up  to  Kishycoquilles,  at  between  ten  &  twenty-two  pounds  ten 
shillings  price,  &  could  perhaps,  get' a  few  more.  If  I  thought  my- 
self Justifiable  in  giving  thirty  pounds  a  piece,  I  would  be  glad  to 
have  the  opinion  of  council  upon  that  matter.  The  rifles  sent  up  by 
counoil  I  have  sent  to  Cane^gige  &  path  valley.  There  is  another 
matter  I  beg  Leave  to  mention  to  council,  sometime  ago  a  number 
of  Tories  got  in  arms  near  Standing  stonci  of  which  council  has  had 
information  already,  Whereupon  a  number  of  officers  and  men  (not 
of  the  classes  called  to  do  duty)  who  were  Looked  upon  to  be  best 
woodsmen,  were  obliged  to  turn  out,  &  had  a  very  severe  march, 
almost  to  the  Eittaninff  &  back,  being  often  in  great  Danger  ftom 
the  Indians,  five,  out  of  six  spyes  they  sent  out,  were  killed,  &  suf- 
fered much.  Likewise,  for  want  of  provisions.  The  matter  now  is, 
how  these  men  are  to  be  paid,  as  numben  of  them  very  usefull  and 
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pbomwry  en  ibis  0Z{>editi(iD,  were  iadaeed  to  tani  out  bjttdr 
offieers  promiBiDg  that  they  should  be  paid.  IwoaM  also  beg 
Leate  to  ask  ooimell  what  Is  my  Duty  with  respect  to  Deserters  from 
the  militia,  whither  I  should  Levy  the  fine  from  th(Bm,  or  aend  then 
back  to  oamp,  or  whither  a  militia  Deserter  can  be  Tried  by  a  cooii 
martial  not  in  actual  service — we  have  Just  now  tkken  one,  Brown, 
who  Deserted  from  Col.  Watts'  Class,  &  sent  him  to  prison,  ft  it  is 
thought  before  we  Could  procure  a  guard  ft  send  him  to  eamp,  there 
to  have  his  tryal,  that  his  Class  would  be  discharged,  ft  Likewise  all 
the  militia  who  were  in  actual  swriee  when  he  Deserted,  ft  of  conse- 
auence  aU  who  could  be  eyidence  in  his  case.  I  understand  some 
oispute  happening  between  hira  and  one  of  his  Comjpanj  offieers, 
was  the  reason  why  he  came  off;  ft  perhaps  there  may  be  something 
more  Criminal  in  his  case  than  mere  Desertion.  The  Deserter  in- 
Buts  upon  payhg  his  fines,  ft  Declares  he  will  neyer  serre  in  that 
company,  for  he  thinks  they- would  take  his  life.  If  I  thought  a 
Court  martial  of  C<d.  Watts  offieers  could  try  him  on  their  fetam 
home,  or  after  they  eome  home,  I  would  write  to  him  on  this  matteri 
but  as  with  me  it  is  doubtf uU^  I  request  eouncili  Direction  in  ttis 
ft  lA  aimilar  eases. . 

I  am,  siTi 

with  respect, 


Your  very  Humble  servent^ 

JN'CAROTHERS,  L.  C»  C*. 


P.  8.  It  is  probable  if  an  expedition  is  formed  against  any  of  the 
Indian  Towns  near  the  fronteers  of  this  county,  that  Numbers  in 
futer  Clastes  may  that  not  be  Called  then  to  do  Duty,  would  be  induced 
to  march,  provided  they  had  a  promise  from  council  <^  exemption 
from  Duty  when  their  Class  might  be  called.  Numbers  of  the 
militia  of  this  oountv,  who  were  called  to  camp  Last  winter,  Lost 
their  Blankets,  and  are  (soqstantly  applying  to  me  for  the  pay, 
agreeable  to  an  order  of  Council  for  th^  purpose.  If  Council,  there- 
fore, may  think  it  my  Duty  to  pay  said  Blankets,  I  would  be  glad 
of  there  Directions  in  the  matter. 

X  C.,  L.  C% 

To  His  Bxoellency  the  Ftcsident  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylyania. 
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CoMuissioNERS  OF  Chesiijbr  Go.  TO  COUITCII^  1778. 

I 

Sign  of  the  Ship,  May  29th,  1778. 

Hononred  SirSi 

We,  the  Oommissioners  of  Cheater  Coantj,  Beeeived  year  Letter 
of  the  7  th  iBstant  Ih  answer  thereto  we  beg  leaye  to  Inform 
.Conacil  we  have  proeeeded  Agreeable  to  the  Act  entitled  a  8ap- 
piement  to  the  Aet  for  iBmiting  the  sum  of  £200,000,  ^.  In 
Appointing  Assessors  for  eaeh  Township,  a  number  of  whioh  made 
Betums  of  property,  acobrding  to  the  direction  of  our  Warrants,  & 
the  County  Assessors  have  Taxed  the  same  acoording  to  Law,  & 
appointed  Collectors — ^the  Appeals  have  regularly  been  held.  The 
Collectors  have  received  a  considerable  part  of  s*  Tax^  and  paid 
into  the  hands  of  I'homas  Levis,  Escj',  Coanty  Treasurer.  The 
24  th  day  of  June  next  is  appointed  for  a  final  settlement  with  the 
8*  OoUectOrs,  but  from  the  iicinity  of  the  enemy  (as  we  apprehend) 
we  have  not  been  able  to  got  a  return  of.  property  from  ne$r  olie 
third  of  the  Townships  in  the  Connty,  the  Tovnship  Assessors 
having  neglected,  or  refused  to  aot,  upon  which  we.  fined  them,  & 
Isoed  our  writs  to  the  Sheriff,. bftt  for  the  reasons  above  be  did  not 
execute  them. 

Bat  with  respept  to  the  other  Act  of  General  Assemblyi  for  raising 
the  sum  of  620,000  Dollars,  we  have  proceeded  to  appoint  Fieep 
holders  in  every  Townshin,  to  Join  with  the  Assessors  in  laying  the 
Taz^ — the  Quotas  of  the  Township  is  also  struck. 

We  further  beg  leave  to  offer  a  few  reasons  why  we  conceive  It 
will  be  difficult  to  levy  the  Quota  of  the  aforesaid  sum  for  this 
Goonty;  first,  because  the  appointing  of  the  Collectors  and  the 
Manner  of  their  proceeding  m  distraininff,  &c.,  if  occation  is  not 
clearly  pointed  out  }^  seo6nd,  whether  appeals  are  to  be  held,  and  by 
whom ;  tfairdi  because  the  reference  to  the  Act  entitled  a  supplement 
to  the  Act  for  Emiting  the  sum  of  200,000,  &c^  wherlein  it  is 
enacted  the  two  FifiehoUeni  as  well  te  Gomm'rs,  AssesBora,  fto., 
shall  be  vested  with  the  like  powers,  &c.,  as  is  in  said  act  mentioned, 
and  as  the  s'  recited  act  knows  nothing  of  any  Freeholders  we  cannot 
find  any  way  to  fine  them  for  their  refusal  to  act.  In  that  capacity, 
and  as .  ti^e  TowBafai|>  AsBesaibr'e  Otatb,  we  aie  of  opphiien  must 
necessarily  differ  from  the  Oath  prescribed  in  s*  Act.  We  are 
HofliUy  of  opinion  that  the  Interposition  of  Legishiture  in  the 
above  remarks  is  necessary.  The  Ilight  of  Appeals  in  cases  i6f 
Taxation,  this  board  look  upon  t^  bo  so  Essential  to  the  Freeoom 
of  any  people  that  a  Tax  ought  never  to  do  laid  without  it,  or 
human  beings  must  be  supposed  to  have  become  perfect. 

This  board  requests  Council  would  gi've  them  some  Directions 
^ith  respect  to  the  last  meationed  act^  npon  Rect.  of  which  ibey 

24* 
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Intend  to  prooeed  in  this  ft  every  other  Btuinesfl  tli&t  nay  eome 
before  them. 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be 

the  Conncib  most 

obedient  Humble  Senr**. 

WM.  EVANS. 
SKBTCHr  MORTON. 
DAVID  CLOYD. 

!fo  the  Hon'ble  the  Supreme  Bzeoutire  Gounoil  of  Pennsjlnnia. 

Directed^ 
To  the  Honourable  George  Bryan^  Esqr. 


JoHic  Davis  to  Col,  T.  Matlack,  1778; 

Carliale,  29th  May,  1778. 

D.  *, 

The  BeareTy  Mr.  John  Ramsy,  has  ten  horses  he  ^purehased  bj 
order  of  Oouncil«— he  wanted  to  leave  them  with  me.  I  woald 
reoeive  them  with  pleasure,  but  I  have  near  three  hundred  hones  oa 
hand,  and  I  oant  possibly  get  men  to  send  them  to  Gamp.  Fni 
obiidged  to  send  them  by  mtys  &  slztys  as  I  ean.  I  have  advised 
Mr.  Kamsy  to  eondoot  Ihs  own  horse  as  &r  as  Lancaster.  I  b>TO 
IsBued  him  forage  to  carry  him  that  fkr-^the  horses  dont  amP  the 
directions  that  Gounoil  gave  him,  but  the  settlement,  where  he  liTed, 
was  so  much  distressed  by  die  savages  that  he  oouM  not  get  better. 

I  am,  D.  S', 

your  most  obed* 

humble  sarv% 

JOHN  DAVIS. 

Directed^ 
To  Colonel  Timothy  Matlack,  Lancaster.    By  Mr.  Bamsy. 


Oti 


Col.  Jaoob  Mobqak  to  V.  P.  Bbtak,  1778. 

Reading,  May  29tb,  1778. 


Agreeable  to  orders  of  Council  of  the  18th  of  this  Instent,  1 9ai^ 
78  Muskets,  7  Rifles,  and  15  Guns,  in  all  100  Stand,  to  the  care  rf 
Colonel  Gibbons,  at  Harrises  Perry,  for  the  use  of  the  Nortbam- 
berland  Militia ;  as  for  the  Rifles  Mentioned  in  Mr.  Tyler's  haad^ 
I  have  Received  none.    But  about  two  months  ago  1  Rcodr'd  300 
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ftand  of  Anas,  ft  Aoeoatnments  from  Oolooel  Heniy,  Lieat«aanb 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  from  AUenstowDi  in  Norihainptof 

Alflo  Agreeable  to  the  order  of  Couaoil  of  the  22nd  of  ibis 
instanty  I  Reduced  the  Qoard  in  Reading  Town  to  50. Rank  and 
FUe;  the  RenuS^odtfr  tfaej  had  bat  4  abort  time  of  their  turn  of 
Bnty  to  AooompliBb ;  it  would  be  of  .little  aefyioe  to  Mikd  them  to 
Camp— I  digohargod  them. 

I  am  Sir, 

with  Great  Respect^ 

jonr  moat  obedient 

Humble  serrant; 

JACOB  MORGAN,  L.  B.  a 

J)ireeteiL 

On  pahlick  servioe. .  To  George  Bryan,  Efiqr.;  Vice  IVeaident  q| 
the  ioeoatife  Goonoil^  at  Lanoaater. 


ViCB  Prbsidbnt  Brtan  to  Lt.  Samuel  Hunter,  1778, 

-    Lancaster,  29^  May,  1778. 


Hy  last  was  of  the  21'*  Instant.  It  was  forwarded  to  you  by  M' 
Henry  Antes,  of  your  County.    I  hope  that  by  the  time  this  arrives 

Jou  will  hare  reoeiyed  the  70  rifle  Guns  sent  from  this  place,  31 
Lifles,  and  69  musquetts  ordered  from  Northampton ;  they  were 
direeted  to  the  oara  of  Colonel  Gibbon,  at  Pextang.  Of  one  Ton  of 
lead,  half  a  ton  of  Gunpowder,  &  2000  flints,  ordered  for  the  use  of 
the  frontiers  by  the  board  of  War,  one  fourth  part  was  allotted  to 

ion.  These  were  to  be  reoeiyed  at  Carlisle  by  Colouel  Carothers, 
tifltttenant  of  Cnmberland.  He  was  instructed  to  send  them  forward 
by  Mr.  Hewitt,  perhaps  Mr.  Antes  will  help  them  along.  My  last 
also  acquainted  you  that  the  board  of  War  had  directed  such  prbyi- 
siow  as  hid  been  puohased  in  your  County  by  the  Gommiss**  named 
hy  the  Assembly,  to  be  issued  for  the  MiUtia ;  you  had  an  order  to 
the  CommisaF*  to  that  purpose  inclosed.  At  the  same  time  you  weaa 
iold  that  the  pniohase  of  these  Gentlemen  was  considered  as  small, 
4b  that  the  board  had  been  nrged  to  aangn  yictuals  from  a  more 
snifiaient  frind. 

Sniee  that  Letter  I  haye  your  &yoiir  of  the  26^^  Instant,  by  John 
Barris,  Junior.  By  him  you  will  reeeiye  fifteen  butidred  pounds* 
This  sum  10  intoided  to  purchase  provisions  in  case  -the  beard  of 
Wwr  haih  np^  before  yon  leceive  i^  made  proyiaian  in  aftotber 
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naotter*  Bat  if  ihey  hxft,  then  yoa  «n  to  Bpplj  tlie  wM»j  to  tbd 
f»j  &  other  pnrposM  of  the  Militia. 

The  accounts  yoa  give  of  your  aitnatioii,  k  of  the  horrid  mvrien 
of  the  saTages,  are  truly  i^ecting.  It  k  with  regret  we  find  the 
Oooiitry  &  the  pmhlie  stores  so  aafomished  of  rifls  Ouoe  ia  this 
exigenee.  But  so  it  is.  Of  Maaqpietts  our  State  Maganines  are  not 
«h^ly  unfbmished,  hot  the  Coatmeatal  officers  are  applying  to  «a 
for  arms,  from  some  strange  neglect  in  repairing  those  belonging  to 
Congress.  However,  as  it  is  expected  that  the  British  Army  will 
in  a  few  days  abandon  our  State,  the  public  Arms  in  the  hands  of 
the  Militia  in  the  eastern  Counties  will  be  no  longer  needed  for  the 
service  on  the  Delaware.    Bat  these  are  not  rifies. 

With  great  satisfaction  I  inform  yon  of  the  arrival  here  from 
head-Qnarteini  of  QmL  Mcintosh  &  the  13^  Virginia  Re^ment. 
He  is  to  command  against  the  Indians.  The  8^  Pennsilvania  Bag^ 
is  aotafilly  marched  from  Camp  on  the  same  service.  This  Offioer 
tells  me  that  be  means  to  enter  the  Indian  Country  ft  attaek  them 
at  home.  Without  doubt  this  is  the  only  mode  of  protecting  tba 
Country  to  any  purpose.  I  just  mention  to  you  a  report  from  York 
Town,  brought  by  a  Qentleman  of  credit,  that  the  Seneca's  had  lately 
sued  for  peace.  How  far  these  people  are  to  bo  depended  on  before 
they  be  ohastizedj  I  will  not  venture  to  say. 

I  am,  Sir, 

your  most  ob'  ServS 

G.  ^.,  V.  P*. 

DirectefL 
To  Samuel  Hunter,  Esq',  L*  of  Northnmberland. 


Lt«  SiiCUSIi  HUK£B&  TO  VXCS  PA]SIZ2>SNX  B&TAlTy  1778. 

Fort  Angwta,  SO^^  May,  1778. 

Sir,  .  ' 

Your  letter  of  the  21*^  Instant  I  Bee*  yeatstdi^^  iofcrnsfog  am  of 
Arma  and  Amnuuiition  being  sent  to  Coi^  WilUun  Qibfaona  for  ihm 
SHw  x)f  this  Connty,  but  aa  I  waa  intoned  none  had  anmd  thera 
only  tha  seventy  Riflea  that  was  sent  £ronL  LaBcastar,  whiah  ia  on 
iheb  way  eomeing  here  between  this  ft  Hatriaaea  farty,  and  thaca  ia 
none  of  the  Ammunition  or  Flints  come  to  Harris's  aa  yet ;  wbioh 
Ooeasions  ma  to  send  M^  John  Weitul  to  auperiotend  tha  ferward- 
lag  of  what  fiver  atores  is  eomdng  to  this  place  with  Diapatoh,  aii4 
io  fio^eaiMir  to  get  sona  mora  Arms,  if  FbflBabla  to  ha  had;  tha 
Qaaality  of  PewJer.and  lead  allotted  far  thk G<hia^ iabal  Yefy 
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wmaiBy  tonASmmg  vhst  Nnmber  is  Able  to  bear  Arms,  aoppMe  we 
are  nol  Qtiite  out  of  Ammimitton,  yet  its  not  when  its  Wanted  that 
4V»  shociid  have  to  send  for  it. 

I  hope  w»  riiall  be  able  to  mak^  a  stand  onest,  the  People  is  Ba- 
iaif  ed  of  the  Panaidc  tbej  were  struck  with  Isst  Monday  after  hear- 
isg  of  the  Ravages  done  by  y*  Indians  at  Loyal  8<xk,  it  was  Beaiy 
distecBsing  to  see  the  Women  and  Ohildem  from  all  Quarters  Banning 
to  plaeee  the  Men  had  appointed  to  make  a  stand.  I  expect  Couneu 
irill  sapply  Mr.  Weitiel  with  Cash  to  Pnrebase  Provisions,  aa  the 
Commisabners  appointed  for  that  Easiness  has  never  acted,  nor 
done  any  thing  that  way,  so  that  there  is  no  store  of  Provisions,  and 
three  Olaases  and  better  of  the  Miiitta  now  embodied  and  doing 
Doty,  which  B^qoires  more  Proyisions  than  I  can  procmre  here^ 
anppose  none  has  reftised  to  Credit  me  as  yet.  There  has  been  no 
mnrder  nor  captivateing  smce  my  last  to  Oonnoil,  the  People  has  all 
aaaemUed  to  particnlar  places  and  is  makeins  little  forts  to  leave 
ibefe  iani^ys  in;  as  for  more  Par&alan  I  Befer  yon  to  the  Bearer; 

I  am,  8'',  .with  due  Bespect,  yonr 

.    most  Obed*  Humbi  Serv*, 

SAM'  HUNTER,  lieu*. 

Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esq',  Vice  President  of  the  supreme 
Executive  Councel,  Lancaster. 
Pav*  by  Mr.  Jn»  Weitzel. 


M.  HiLLMAB  10  Vies  Pbbsidbnt  Georgb  Bryan,  1778. 

York  Town,  May  80, 1778. 

My  Dear  Sir, 

Since  I  was  favoured  with  yours  of  the  25'^  Insi,'^  as  an  Answer 
to  mine  to  our  late  worthy  President,  I  have  been  employed  in  as« 
sorting  according  to  to  the  different  Emissions,  part  of  the  Money 
in  my  Hands  belonging  to  the  State,  and  which  I  think  (with  sub- 
mission to  better  Judges)  I  ought'  to  pay  only  to  a  Committee  of 
Assembly,  to  be  by  them  burnt  &  destroyed  according  to  Law.  I 
say  I  have  been  assorting  the  same,  but  shall  not  be  able  taoompleat 
the  whole  before  the  first  day  of  June,  or  at  least  so  that  I  cannot 
be  sure  but  there  may  be  some  left.  It  gives  me  some  pain  in  not 
Asoovering  by  yonr  Letter,  that  there  was  some  difference  between 

elvate  people  Tsome  Whigs  others  Tories,)  who  bad  laid  their  old 
oney  by  making  a  most  Seandalons  difference  between  that  and 
the  noney  struck  since  as  well  by  the  State  as  by  Congress;  and 

*  See  page  W«. 
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nysrif  «otind0rei  as  late  Trea«arav  and  one^ioo  yrhd  vHhoat  tpiuij 
or  boasting  of  doing  his  doty,  can  assert  that  he  has  oeTet  j^arted 
ivith  a  Shilling  of  that  Money  to  enoonrage  the  horrid* ivork  «Uadad 
•to,  bat  kept  the  irhole  a»  theproperfy  of  the  State,  sacbmd* 

My  D'  Sir,  I  should  be  sorry  If  you  ^onld  snspeot  any  thing  eba 
in  me  regarding  the  advioe  yon  were  pleased  to  give  me  ia  sending 
the  Money  to  Mr.  Bittenhouse  but  what  was  perfectly  respeetfal^ 
Bat  being  apprehensiTe  I  shall  not  with  my  other  badness  hnve  it  in 
my  Power  to  Gompleat  it  so  but  that  there  will  be  danger  of  leaTing 
some  behind,  .whieh  might  afterwards  be  considoed  to  be  private 
property,  and  of  Oowve  a  loss  to  me,  And  the  mode  of  sendiBg  it 
And  that  there  appears,  I  think,  an  Irregnlarity  in  Mr.  Bittenhoase's 
receiving  that  part  which  I  ought  according  to  Law  to  pay  to  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  Assembly  to  be  burnt.  All  this  witii  tronbUag  Mr.  K.  to 
receiye  into  his  Charge  a  Box  without  counting  its  Oontenis.  A 
Box  whidi  notwithstanding  all  his  Gare,  Integrity,  Jb  fidelity,  mid^ 
meet  with  Accidents*    I  say  all  this  together  occasions  my  tronblwg 

?ou  with  this,  and  to  beg  you'll  please  to  reoonsidar  the  matter, 
(Thether  as  late  Treasurer  I  had  not  better  pay  it  to  a  Committee 
appoinled  or  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose^  than  be  aty*  £xpenoe 
of  sending  it  to  Lancaster. 

For  my  part  I  would  &in  humbly  to  suppose  I  was  not  intended 
by  the  Assembly  to  be  included  in  the  late  Laws.    HoweYcr  yoar 
advice  will  always  be  esteemed  a  favour. 
I  shewed  the  major  part  of  y*  money  (such  as  was  pack'd  up)  to 

i^  Hon^^«  Tho^  M«Kean,  Esq^  &  have  requested  him  to  write  you  his 
find  on  y*  Subject. 

I  have  the  honcw  to  be  with  much  esteem  and  Begard 

yours  very  affsetionately,         .    . 

M.  HILLEGAS. 

Dtrectedf 
Hon'ble  Qeorge  Bryan,  Esq',  Lancaster. 


Thomas  MoKban  to  V.  P.  Geobge  Bryait,  1T75. 

Dear  Sir, 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Hillegas  I  viewed  a  large  box,  full  of  Penn- 
syWenift  money  emitted  during  the  Proprietary  Government  which 
he  had  reoeivea  as  Treasurer.  He  asked  me  if  I  was  of  opinion  that 
lie  ought  to  send  it  to  Mr.  Bittenhouse,  the  present  Treasurer,  to  be 
exehanged,  or  in  other  words  whether  he  could  in  any  degree  be  oon* 
aidered  as  an  object  of  the  law  for  calling  in  the  bills  of  credit^  Sm., 
passed  the  23d  March  last;  I  answered  him  in  the  negative,  as  ha 
did  not  receive  this  money  for  the  purpose  of  being  exchanged,  nor 
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ibodU  it  he  "ezdiaBgod,  but  to  be  counted,  burnt  &  deBtaroyed  by  a 
Gomfldttee  of  the  Afisemblj,  which  ought  to  be  done  tnnaally ;  be- 
nidesy  ee  Mr.  Rittenhonae  eonld  not  give  him  an  eqnal  mam,  nor  he 
voettva  it  in  any  othei  money,  it  appmured  to  me  that  he  wee  neither 
-srithtii  theqnrit  nor  letter  of  the  Aot.  Upon  this  he  shoved  me  yonr 
letter  on  tine  veiysiibjeot,  whteh  seemed  to  imply  a  doubt  lespeoting 
the  propriety  of  his  retaining  this  money  nntil  bnmt  by  a  Committee  of 
Assembly,  when  it  was  thought  advisable  by  htm,  as  he  seemed  uneasy 
to  give  the  least  suspicion  of  offence,  to  write  to  you  again  on  the 
afBuri  as  he  was  straightened  in  point  of  time,  and  if  he  sent  it  doubted 
vfaether  Hr.  Bittenhouse  would  take  charge  of  it,  and  be  responsible 
In  ease  of  accidents,  until  he,  Mr.  Hillegas,  was  called  upon  for  a  set- 
Alcment  by  the  Assembly. 

I  have  nothing  now  to  inform  yon  of  but  that  I  haye  just  finished 
the  examination  of  a  cortMu  Mark  Milliken,  who  confesses  he  made 
Btamps  for  countei^iting  for  Shookey,  King,  Ac,  ftc.,  and  that  he 
rec*  £50  a  pair,  bnt  denies  that  he  ever  counterfeited  any  money,  or 
passed  any  such.  Please  to  faTOur  me  with  an  answer  respectiug 
Bracken,  as  he  appears  to  be  ill  indeed.    Adieu. 

Tour  most  obedient, 

Humble  Servant, 

THO-  M'KBAN. 

York  Town,  May  30th,  1778. 
X)iree(eclf 

Jo  The  Honoufable  Qeoige  Bryan,  Esquire,  Vice  President,  &o., 
lAncaster. 

Eavoured  by  Doot'  Jennings. 


Gehbraii  BoBfi&DiAU  TO  Y.  Prbsidbui  Geobob  Bbyan^ 

•  1778. 

Terk,  May  80th,  1778. 

Hr, 

Mr.  Bobert  Craig,  a  Commissioner  of  Cloathing,  appointed,  as  he 
informs,  by  this  State,  applied  to  the  Board  of  War,  and  the  Board  to 
Congress,  on  his  behalf,  thro'  the  Delegates  of  this  State,  for  a  supply 
of  Cash  for  his  Department,  on  a  Bepresentation  that  he  had  expendc^ 
Twenty  thousand  pounds,  and  could  not  perform  the  duties  of  his 
office  with  a  less  sum  than  Ten  thousand  pounds*  This  affair  came 
into  Congress  in  so  ragae  a  manner  from  a  representation  that  our 


ventory 

that  they  were  in  the  hands  of  a  number  of  respectable  people  in  the 
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Oom&iy  of  Ltnea^ter.  Frbm  these  Cedsideralioiifli  itid  plaihlj  foehg 
that  CoofireBS  would  not  comply  with  any  Moh  reqaest^  but  I^MmgS 
the  State  immedifttely,  or  the  Deientes  thereof,  I  withdrew  the  appih 
eadon  to  btve  an  opportaoity  to  inform  yov  ■■  dso  thftt  I  have  lot  tka 
least  doabt  but  Oongress  would  moat  readily  adraioe  the  State  te 
the  Glofttbier'a  Department  on  a  proper  applieatioii  ss  above^ 

I  am,  Sir, 

.  Y'  most  ob.  humble  Serv*, 

DAN.  ROBERDEAU. 

•  •  • 

JHreoted, 

To  The  Honorable  George  Bryan,  Eaquire,  President  ef  tbd 
fiapremo  Executive  Oouneil  of  the  iftate  of  Pebneilvania,  LmcaBler. 
^  Mr.  Craig. 


Col.  Jacob  Mohqan  to  V.  P.  Gbo.  Bkyan,  1778, 


f,  Hay  SOib^  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  returned  last  night  from  Camp,  where  t  see  15  llegiments  under 
arms,  I  think  as  well  disciplined  as  any  of  they  british  troops  can  be, 
they  performed  several  manovres  with  great  exactness  &  dimtch, 
under  they  direction  of  Baron  Stubeo,and  afterward  reviewed  byliis 
Excellency  Gen!.  Washington.  I  am  informed  that  otv  whole  umf 
are  in  as  good  order  as  them  1&  Begim'ents,  their  arms  and  accoutre- 
ments are  indeed  in  good  order,  and  they  look  pretty  well  cloatbed. 

There  had  been  no  news  from  Philad'  for  Two  Days,  as  there  was 
no  person  buffered  to  come  out.  Part  of  their  shiping  is  droped  doini 
the  river,  somo  as  low  as  the  Chcvaux  de  fries.  AU  their  sick, 
baggage,  followers  of  the  army,  &o.,  are  on  bord  its  thought.  If 
they  are  not  already  left  it  they  will  not  be  left  there  many  hours. 
Our  army  is  to  follow  them,  Immediately,  through  Jersey,  Genl 
Lee  with  they  first  division  is  to  Cross  Delaware  at  East  Town,  Gea^ 
JUiffiin  as  dherold^  Gen^  De  Fiat  at  Corell's  Fenys,  they  remainder 
of  the  army  by  way  of  Trenton.  Only  one  Beg'  to  go  into  FhHad*, 
under  they  command  of  Gen^  Amolo,  who  is  to  Regulate  matteis 
until  they  Civil  Law  takes  place,  which  will  be  as  soon  as  they  Exe- 
cutive Couaoil  can  get  there.    Indeed,  I  think  the  sooner  you  g^ 


tliere  tbe  betier.    I  will  Iraep  a  good  ezpraes  feadj  and  am  promised 
thejr  earliest  intelligence  from  Camp  to  forward  to  you. 

I  am,  D'  Sir, 

With  great  respect, 

To«r  most  obed*  Servant, 

JACOBTMOKGAN,  Jr. 
Dtrectedj 
To  Hon"*  Qeorge  Bryan,  Esq.,  Vice  Prea*  of  the  State  Penns^  at, 

Lancaster. 
^  Express. 


Thomas  McKban  to  V.  P.  Gborqb  Brtan,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 

Yonr  favor  of  the  21st  came  safe  to  band,  together  with  the  extracts 
af  Oolo.  Piper's  &  Goandilor  ITrie's  Letters. 

tt  may  he  well  to  make  examples  of  some  of  the  most  wicked  of 
the  prisoners  in  Bedford,  as  soon  as  practicable ;  but  when  I  reflect 
on  the  Sayages  haying  scalped  eleyen  women  ft  diildren,  within  five 
miles  of  the  town  of  Bedford ;  that  the  people  mnst  be  all  in  arms ; 
that  ttiese  erirainals  might  escape  for  want  of  testimony  or  the 
Attorney  General's  presence,  who  cannot  well  bear  the  expenca 
of  so  long  a  jonmey  without  some  salary ;  that  before  a  Precept 
emdd  be  sent  to  the  Sheriff  of  that  county,  and  the  legal  time  for 
gammoning  Jurors,  &c.,  being  allowed,  we  should  be  in  the  begin* 
ning  of  harvest,  with  the  Court ;  and  more  especially  that  in  great 
probability  the  Enemy  may  soon  evacuate  Pliiladelphia,  which  hap* 
pening,  will  require  me  immediately  to  resign  my  seat  in  Oongress, 
and  to  repair  thither,  as  there  will  be  an  absolute  necessity  for  a 
Jutfge  on  the  spot.  I  say,  Sir,  when  I  consider  these  things  I  am 
rather  of  opinion  it  would  be  advisable  to  defer  holding  a  court 
there  yet.  As  there  will  no  doubt  many  more  of  those  wretches  be 
made  prisoners,  it  would  be  as  well,  in  my  judgment,  to  prevent  the 
expense  of  two  courts,  within  perhaps  two  months,  &  txy  them  all  at 
once.  If  you  think  differently  from  me  about  holding  the  court  in 
Bedford  at  this  time,  be  so  good  to  mention  it  to  Mr.  Atlee,  who  can 
write  a  Precept  ft  sign  it,  and  afterwards  send  it  to  me ;  he  may  fix 
any  day  for  holding  the  eourt  that  he  thinks  proper,  it  will  be  agree* 
able  to  me. 

I  condole  with  poor  Mrs.  Wharton  on  the  death  of  the  President. 
There  i^  nothing  new  here.    Jo.  Bone  will  be  executed  to  day,  in 
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pnraOMMe  of  your  Waxnnt    Wby  did  aol  tbe  Oeiiex»l  lumMj 
choose  a  new  President. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

With  great  regard, 

Your  moat  obedioBt  aenranti 

THO.  MCKEAN. 

York  Town,  May  27th,  1778. 
IHreeUdf 
To  the  Hononrable  George  Bryan)  Esquire,  At  Lancaster. 
Free.    Tho.  M'Kean.' 


Lt.  Sam'l  Hunter  to  John  Hambriqht,  1778. 

Fort  Augosta,  Slst  May,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

We  are  Really  in  a  Meloncoly  situation  in  this  County  at  presenti 
the  back  inhabitants  has  all  Evacuated  their  habitations  and  As- 
aembled  in  different  places ;  all  above  Mvincy  to  Lycoming  is  oome 
to  Bamuol  Wallises,  and  the  People  of  Muncy  has  gathered  to  Captaiu 
Bradys,  all  above  Lycoming  is  at  Antis's  Mill  &  the  mouth  of  Bald 
Eagle  Creek,  all  the  inhabitants  of  Penn's  Valley  ia  ^thered  to  odo 
place  in  Potters  Township,  the  Inhabitants  of  White  Dear  Towasiup 
16  assembled  at  three  Different  places,  and  the  Backsetlers  of  Boiilos 
is  come  down  to  the  Biver,  Penn's  Township  likewise  has  moved  to 
the  Biver,  all  from  Muncy  Hill  to  Chilisquake  has  assembled  at 
three  Different  places.  Fishing  Creek  and  Mahoning  Setlement  hu 
all  come  to  the  Biver  side ;  as  you  are  acquainted  with  the  Countiy 
makes  me  mention  this,  to  think  what  a  pannick  prevails  in  this 
County  I  it  is  really  Dbtressing  to  see  the  inhabitants  flying  away 
and  leaving  their  all,  Especially  the  Jersey  people,  that  oame  op  hero 
this  last  Winter  and  Spring,  not  one  stays,  but  sets  of  to  the  Jerseys 
again;  the  People  in  General  is  so  Discouraged  that  I  am  afraid  ve 
we  will  not  be  able  to  make  proper  stands  against  the  Enemy,  ualesB 
we  get  more  assistance  from  some  other  quarter ;  there  was  a  number 
of  the  Inhabitants  with  me  to  day,  to  consult  in  Begard  of  PetitioDg 
Congress  for  some  Companys  to  be  stationed  here  and  properly 
supported,  for  as  the  generality  of  the  setlers  is  poor  they  cannot 
subsist  long  in  case  they  are  obliged  to  keep  so  many  of  the  Militis 
on  Duty,  as  there  is  at  this  time  three  Classes,  which  takes  the  chief 
of  all  the  arms,  so  that  there  is  not  enough  left  to  suply  them  that 
guards  the  Weomen  and  Children. 

John  Weitzel  sets  of  to  day  to  forward  the  arms  that  is  allowed  to 


PiaCNSTLVANIA  ABCHIVBS  17T8.  571 

ooae  here,  and  to.BndesvoDrto  get  more  anna,  ammiiBitioii&fliais; 
ounp  Keitles  is  rerv  much  wanted,  if  anj  sooh  thing  oan  be  had.  I 
Expect  Ton  will  Eodeavoar  all  yon  can  to  get  some  money  from  Oon&* 
dl  for  Mr.  Weitiel  for  to  purdiaae  Provisions,  otherwise  we  will  be 
all  nndono;  as  he  oan  inform  jou  himself  how  matters  stand. 

I  am^  D'  S'., 

Yonr  most  obed*  humb*  serv*, 

SAM'L  HUNTER. 

Directedf 

To  John  Hambright,  Esq'.;  Member  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council,  Lancaster. 

Pay*  by  M'  Jno.  Weitzel. 


Lt.  Sam'l  Huntbr  to  V.  P.  Bryait,  1778. 

Sunbury,  !■«  June,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  Beceived  yours  by  John  Harris,  Jun*",  Yesterday,  and  fiflteen 
Hundred  Pounds  in  Cash  for  purchasing  Provisions ;  in  case  the 
Board  of  War  has  not  made  Provisions  in  another  way,  the  money 
shall  be  put  to  y"  use  proposed  by  Council ;  the  seventy  rifles  that 
came  from  Lancaster  I  Expect  to  Receive  to  Day  or  to  morrow  at 
fardest ;  but  those  that  was  to  come  from  Northampton  I  hear  nothing 
of  them  being  arrived  at  Coll.  Gibbons ;  there  is  two  Hundred  &  fifty 
weight  of  Oun  Powder  come  there,  and  four  or  five  Hundred  w^  of 
leadbut  no  flintsi  I  mentioned  to  Council  that  M' John  Weitzel 
would  be  Down  to  superintend  any  stores  that  was  Ordered  for  this 
County^  and  likewise  would  apply  to  Council  for  cash  to  Purchase 
Flour  or  Wheat  in  Lancaster  County,  but  we  having  such  heavy 
Bains  that  has  stopped  him  from  seting  off  as  soon  as  Expected. 
The  letters  I  give  him  for  Council  and  Instructions  to  himself  I  will 
not  alter,  Suppose  the  cash  is  come  that  was  very  much  wanted  here, 
Yet  more  arms  and  ammunition  allowed  for  this  County,  Exclusive 
of  what  Council  mentions,  would  be  very  Necessary  to  Quiet  the 
minds  of  the  People,  as  there  is  a  great  many  more  that  will  use 
anna  in  their  own  defence  than  we  have  enrolled  in  the  Militia, 
Especially  men  above  y  age  of  fifty  three  and  under  Eighteen,  will 
do  to  be  stationed  at  such  little  Forts  as  they  are  erecting  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Women  &  Childen.  Suppose  its  very  hard  to  have 
aU  the  County  doing  Military  Duty  and  no  labour  going  on,  which 
muni  be  the  BMen  of  thia  poor  infant  County  if  to  Continue  any 
time. 

There  hai  no  Dama^gw  been  done  ainoe  the  24^  of  last  month  by 
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the  IndiAM ;  mpipOBe  \kftj.  have  baen  frofMBttj  86eft  kyOorPeofb 
a  CitMB  lh&  Bi?er  oponte  Aniis'i  MiU  k  at  y  Oreai  Iikid,  by 
iiifonDaii0n  I  Beo*  this  daj. 

I  am  S'  7<mr  Honors  most 

Ob*  Humble  flerv*, 

BAM'L  HUOTEB,  lieu*. 

Directed, 

Honorable  George  Bryan,  Escir.^  Yioe  President  of  the  SnprenM 
Executive  Gounoil,  Lancaster. 


Alex.  McDowbl  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  1778. 

June  !■*,  1778. 
Honoured.  81r| 

You  will  forgiye  these  hints,  whioh  will  give  your  weightier  tffiurs 
but  little  interruption,  to  be  used  as  you  think  they  deserve.  I  h&fS 
been  in  several  parts  of  three  Oounties  of  ihis  State^  and  find  in  aQ) 
great  complaints  made  by  Menonists  &  Qcnkers,  of  the  oath  of  alio* 
ffiance  now  required  of  its  Subjects,  as  including  an  obligation  to 
fight,  contrary  to  their  known  principles.  They  say,  a  gooamanj  it 
least,  that  they  would  affirm  to  be  fiiithful  Sfubjeots  to  the  State, 
endeavour  nothing  to  its  hurt,  but  discover  all  they  knew  doing  so, 
Ac.,  in  consistence  with  their  principles  a|;ain8t  bearing  aims;  to 
require  more  of  thern^  they  say,  is  persecution ;  and  thoMihe  Consti- 
tution promises  the  rights  of  Subjects  to  all  denominations,  preffioth 
oaths  are  required,  which  they  cannot  take  unless  otherwaysoaalifieaj 
without  renouQcine  their  principles :  and  that  such  are  not  trials  who 
are  fiieuds  to  the  State,  but  who  are  Sincere  in  their  profession.  I 
find  some  of  our  sensible  Whigs  say,  an  oath  of  allegiance,  suited  to 
these  people^s  known  Sentiments,  might  increase  the  friends  of  the 
State  and  lessen  the  warm  discontents  of  many ;  and  then  levy  more 
from  them  than  others  udder  the  name  of  a  Ti^,  for  the  use  of  the 
State,  but  not  of  fines ;  as  they  would  enjoy  greater  advantages  bv 
hot  bearing  arms.  And  such  as  reftise  qualifications,  so  frame^i 
would  have  no  excuse,  but  appear  plainly  to  be  enemies. 

Wishing  direction  to  all  our  public  Councils,  a  speedy  issue  of  irtf 
and  happy  establishment  of  these  States, 

I  am;  Sir, 

Your  Iittm)>Ie  lerv V 

ALEX'B  fifcsDOWSLk 
Directed  J  ^ 

Qwrgb  Bryan;  Esq'r,  Vlee^resMest  elt  Pennsylvania  Bfeate. 
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Lt.  Sauvbl  Hukteb  to  Y.  P.  Brtak,  1778. 

Port  Augusta.  2d  June,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  am  to  inform  Council  tliat  there  is  a  Petition  Drawn  up  by  the 
InhabHants  of  this  County,  to  be  sent  to  Congress,  setting  rorth  the 
Danger  the  county  is  in  at  this  present  time,  by  the  incursions  of 
the  Savages,  and  the  impossibility  of  the  Inhabitants  themselves  be- 
ing able  to  defend  it,  without  more  assistance  from  some  other  quar- 
ter, as  will  seem  most  Expedient  to  Congress  to  Grant  them  Belief. 
The  chief  motive  upon  which  this  Petition  was  formed  was  to  quiet 
the  minds  of  the  People,  as  they  are  apprehensive  of  a  severe  stroak 
from  the  Indians  about  the  time  of  Harvest,  which  would  take  all 
the  Militia  of  this  county  to  Guard  agabst  the  Savages,  and  so  by 
that  means  they  would  lose  all  their  CropS;  which  would  mien  this 
poor  Infant  county. 

This  Petition  is  to  be  carryed  to  Council  by  Bobert  Frute  &  Tfao- 
tnaa  Jordan,  Bsq**.,  for  their  aprobation,  and  to  know  whether  such 
a  Request  Reasonable  or  not,  it  never  was  intendei^  to  be  caryed  to 
Congress,  otherwise  then  Council  aproveing  of  s*  Petition.  I  would  not 
have  signed  it  otherwise^  then  it  being  first  sent  to  Council  for  their 
FeruBU,  as  I  told  the  People  assembled  that  Covmett  was  doing  all 
they  could  for  us,  and  Produced  the  last  letter  I  hud  from  you  to  let 
them  see  what  was  a  doing  for  us  and  the  other  frontier  Countys. 

The  People  in  General  allowed  the  Petition  should  have  the  apro- 
bation of  doundl  before  it  would  be  sent  to  Congress,  and  in  case  it 
ipras  not  thought  that  an  Imediat  supply  of  more  men  could  not  ba 
had  thi^  wav,  that  Council  would  order  aoma  Glasaas  of  the  MilHia 
from  some  or  the  Neighbouring  Counties,  (that's  not  at  this  time  in- 
Yolved  in  the  Indian  Warr)  to  our  assistance. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  due  Respect, 

Your  Honers  fflost 

Obedient  Humb*  Servt. 

SAM'L  HUNTBB,  Lieu*. 

DtreciBd, 

Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esqr.,  Yice  President  of  the  Supremo 
Executive  Council,  Lancaster. 
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Gaft.  Ajndrew  Portes  to  Y.  B.  Bbzaxt,  1778. 

Camp  Artillery  Park| 

Valley  Forge,  Jane  2d,  1778^ 

By  Mr.  JameB  McClorOy  my  Capt  Lieut.,  I,  in  conjanction  wiclt 
my  other  offioerB,  have  aent  a  Petition  to  the  EzecutiYe  Gonncil, 
Bequisting  to  be  allowed  the  same  Privileges  of  BrawiDg  Cloathing, 
&c.,  out  of  the  State  Stores,  that  other  Troops  Baised  in  this  State 
have.  I  hope  that  our  Bequest  will  appear  Beasonable,  &  meet  with 
your  friendly  assistance. 

As  Officers  are  in  Honor  bound  to  pay  a  strict  attantien  to  Camp 
Duty,  they  have  it  not  in  their  Power  to  procure  the  Neeessarj 
CloathiDg,  to  appear  neat  or  genteel,  &  more  especially  noir^  at  a 
time  when  they  are  so  scarce. 

If  we  are  not  a  part  of  the  Quota  of  this  State,  yet  we  consider 
onrselyes  belonging  to  it;  as  we  have  lived  kere,  &  our  Company 
Baised  in  it,  we  have  not  these  Privileges  in  any  other  State,  nor  can 
we  expect  it. 

My  best  compliments  to  Mrs.  Bryan,  Ms.  Sally,  Mast''  Sammj^ 
Frank,  George,  &  the  Best  of  your  Family. 

I  am.  Sir,. 

Tour  most  obedient 

&  very  Humble  Serv*. 

ANDBEW  POBTEB,  Capt  ArtU^ 

Direeied, 
The  Honorable  Oeorge  Bryan,  Esqr.,  Y.  Prst.,  Lancaster. 
Favoured  ^  Capt.  Jas.  McClure. 


John  Habbis  to  Y.  P.  Bbtan,  1778. 

Paston,  June  8d,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  Beo'd  several  letters  from  Collo^  Hunter  lately,  mentioning 
the  Distrest  situation  of  N*thumberland  Cotr,  &o.,  it  appears  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  some  Person  should  Beceive,  Store,  provide  & 
forward  any  Stores  the  Publick  may  order  up  the  Susquehanna,  Ju- 
niata, &c.,  during  the  present  Indian  Warr ;  a  Quantity  of  flour  is 
wanted,  not  a  Cask  or  Bag  to  put  it  in ;  the  inhabitants  are  leaving 
8*  county  in  Qreat  num&rs.  I  pity  my  Bleeding  Country,  &  am 
willing  to  assist  the  supplying  the  County  of  N'thumberland  by  any 
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iDea»B  in  my  poww,  or  fenrard  any  Article  op  the  diflbrent  bran- 
ches of  this  HiYeTf  from  (tiae  to  time.)  I  am  aa  Qood  a  jadge  o£ 
the  Nayigation,  in  Either  Boat  or  Canoe,  on  ouz  Biver,  aa  can  be 
found.  I  Expect  to  send  op  a  Quantity  of  Stores  to  the  lead  mrneSi 
up  Jnniatay  at  Water  street,  as  soon  as  I  Receiye  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Roberdeaa,  ir^  I  honrly  Espeot,  the  present  flood,  to  convey  bj 
water  shon'd  not  be  loat,  as  perhi^  no  other  may  happen  till  next 
fall ;  the  Q'*  Master  can  furnish  provisions  for  Boatmen  or  any  Ne- 
cessary Escorts,  &o.,  if  the  Inhabitants  in  their  fright  are  suffePd  to 
moTe  off  as  they  are  doing,  &  assistance  not  soon  sent  up  the  Crops  will 
be  lost  in  maqy  frontier  places,  that  may- be  saved  by  their  Geting 
timely  aid  from  the  Publick ;  a  Quantity  of  Arms,  some  powder  & 
lead,  is  here  for  N^thumberland  Cot'y,  which  I  Expect  will  be  for- 
warded To  morrow ;  tberes  Two  Good  Store  houses  at  my  Dwelling 
plantation.  Exclusive  of  a  Sellar  50  feet  by  40,  under  my  Dwelling 
hon8e;.soe  that  there's  plenty  of  Store  Room  for  the  public  use,  ^if  want- 
ed) ;  there's  a  Great  concourse  of  Publick  Waggons,  Ac,  witn  Stores 
on  the  Beading  Boad,  too  few  flatts  at  the  ferrjs  here,  &  wbat  there 
is  will  not  be  properly  attended,  that  the  publick  may  suffer  for 
want  of  a  few  men  employ'd  by  the  publick  (to  assist  in  my  opin- 
ion.) I  have  Bented  my  Tavern^  ^enyy  &o>  &  am  at  leisure  to  as- 
sist the  Transporting  Stores,  &c.,  up  the  Susquehannah,  as  offbyd, 
if  proper  Instructions  is  sent  me.  You^l  please  to  write  me  by  the 
Bearer,  Mr.  Whitsall,  if  you  judge  it  necessary. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  the  greatest  esteem, 

your  moat  Obed^  & 

noBt  HumUe  Serv^ 

JOHN  HABBIS. 
P.  S.  Excuse  haste  &  Blunders. 

J.  H. 


Col.  Jamss  Moeoan  to  Y.  P.  BbyaSj  1778. 

Beading,  June  8d,  1778. 
D'Sir, 

I  have  been  looking  over  the  News  papers,  and  am  surprised  that 
I  dont  find  my  unworthy  old  Lieu*  Col,  John  Chavolear  in  the  list, 
lie  has,  beyond  a  doubt,  been  active  i^inst  us.  There  is  a  report 
here  that  the  English  have  evacuated  Philad^ ;  it  is  beyond  a  doubt 
that  John  Potts  and  Samuel  Shewmaker  Embarked  on  Sitnday  eve- 
ning, but  they  don't  know  themselves  where  they  are  bound — poor 
divels;  they  think  any  where  better  than  to  face  their  injured  conn- 
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aolioity  I  sspposei  for  their  brother  Darid. 

I  am,  D.  Sir,  yoar 

mtMt  obed*  Serfiiit, 

JACOB  MORQAN,  Jr. 
Directed^ 
To  Hon^ble  George  BrynD;  Swjr.;  at  Laneeeter. 


Council  to  Board  oi?  War,  1778. 

In  Oouneil^ 

Lancaster  J  Sd  Janej  1778. 
Sir, 

I  was  favoured  with  joor  Letter  of  the  27th*  of  May  past,  indofl- 
inp  a  Copy  of  the  authority  to  call  on  William  Henry,  Esouire,  of 
thu  plaoe,  for  100  rifled  uun&  These  had-  been  received  &  for< 
warded  to  Garliale  &  Augusta.  Thev  proved  a  'very  insoffioient 
supply.  The  frontier  is  ezten^ve,  &  the  rifles  had  been  mach 
drained  from  the  inhabitants  by  the  levying  of  Troops  thus  armed, 
&  otherwise.  Whilst  our  Smiths  have  been  forging  Musquets,  as 
most  useful  for  the  Service,  that  was  hitherto  in  view ;  meanwlul^ 
the  manu&cture  of  the  Guns  most  useful  in  the  woods,  &  agunst 
Savages  has  been  less  attended  to.  Council  feel  themselves  emba^ 
rased  with  requests  for  suitable  Arms,  which  they  cannot  satiBfy^-- 
Above  loo  Musquetis  are  gone  k  going  for  Northumberland  &  Cnn- 
berland,  for  the  defepce  of  houses  &  Stockades.  But  the  supply  of 
Ammunition  lately  granted  prooves  insuffioieat  £or  four  CoontiDa 
Hr.  GarotherSy  of  Cumberland^  says  of  the  fburth  part  allotted  to 
him,  ''  the  Quota  of  this  County  I  have  sent  to  the  frontiers,  part  to 
Connechocheague  &  the  path  Valley,  &  part  to  Kashiooquillas,  but 
the  number  of  men  obliged  to  be  under  Anns  in  thin  last  plaoe, 
make  the  quantity  to  each  man  very  trifling,  &  many  have  noae. 
I  have  given  strict  charge  against  waste  of  the  Ammunition.''  Afl 
the  arrival  of  aid  from  Camp,  depends,  it  seems,  oo  the  departure  d 
Gen'l  Clinton,  out  of  this  State,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the 
inhabitants  be  eflectually  enabled  to  make  defence,  lest  the  settle- 
ments break  up,  k  depopulation  without  limit  ensue.  I  theiefon 
wiirii  the  board  would  consider  the  case  of  these  people^  k  extend 
their  issue  of  ammunition  immediately. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed* 

k  very  hum.  Serv^ 

Q.  B.,  Vice  Prcst 

Timothy  Pickering,  Junr.,  Esqr.,  at  York. 

*  See  page  666. 
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Council  to  l^KsksoLDK&s  of  Bxoford  Countt,  1778. 

To  the  Freeholders  of  Bedford  Ooonty. 

If  the  fteeholdere  of  any  Township  hate  ehoeen  proper  persons 
fbr  to  he  ooonnissioned  as,  Jtistices  of  the  Peaoe)  it  would  be  of 
great  use  to  send  down  returns  to  Gonncil  of  the  Names  signed  by 
the  Judges  of  sneh  Bleotions.  But  in  case  they  have  neglected  to 
meet  ft  ohase  on  the  day  heretofore  appointed^  then  let  another  day 
be  fixed  on,  ft  an  Election  be  holden  for  this  purpose,  ft  on  a  return 
by  the  Judges,  Council  will  think  diemselTes  well  able  to  issue  Com- 
misdoOB,  seeing  they  are  by  the  Constitution  to  Supply  all  Vacan- 
cies, ft  in  this  mode  they  would  act  fully  up  to  the  Letter  ft  Spirit 
of  the  Constitution. 

LanoastcTi  4th  June,  1778. 


Council  to  Dblbgatbb  m  OomzuBSy  1778. 

In  Cotlncil, 

Lancaster;  June  4thj  1778. 
Gentlemen, 

The  defenoeless  and  distressed  situation  of  the  western  parts  of 
this  State,  has  been  repeatedly  mentioned  to  the  Board  of  War  by 
Hob  Oounoil,  but  the  Supplies  of  ammunition  and  arms  have  been 
so  very  scanty,  that  the  people' are  greatly  afraid  they  will  be  found 
insufficient  for  their  defence. 

The  importance  of  the  object  has  induced  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  ScotL 
two  mem^rs  of  the  Council,  to  exert  their  endeayours  in  a  persoiiai 
application  for  further  and  more  effectual  asaistance,  without  which 
it  k.feaied  great  part  of  the  frontiers,  and  especially  the  county  of 
Northumberland,  will  fly  before  the  enemy.  It  is  but  too  probaUe 
that  provisions  will  be  greatly  wanted  in  that  country,  if  any  great 
number  of  people  should  leave  their  homes  and  take  Shelter  in  small 
forts. 

You,  Gentlemen,  will  Serve  the  interest  of  our  Country  by  giving 
yomr  assisttace  in  forwarding  this  business,  and  relieve  the  people 
now  on  the  frontiers  from  the  most  anxiois  fear  and  distress,  wo 
therefore  confide  in  your  immediate  atUntion  to  every  necessary  mea- 
sure for  securing  the  people,  and  if  posdblci  quieting  their  minds. 

Vol,  VI.— 26 
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Besolution  op  Congress,  1778.. 

In  CoDgresBi  June  4tb,  1778. 

Whereas,  by  a  change  of  cironnifltances  in  the  oommeroe  of  thew 
Statesi  the  i^gulatim  of  prioea  lately  reoommended  by  CoDgren 
xnay  be  neeeasary,  and  the  measure  not  being  yet  adopted  by  all  the 
States,  therefore 

Beeolyed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  seye- 
ral  States  that  have  adopted  it,  to  suspend  or  repeal  their  laws  mtde 
for  that  purpose. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON;  Seo'y 


Resolutions  of  Gokgrsss,  1778. 

In  Congress,  June  4th,  1778. 
The  Board  of  War  having  represented  the  expediency  of  appoint- 
ing Commissioners  to  meet  the  Indians  at  fort  Pitt,  &  to  attend  the 
treaty  proposed  by  the  kte  Commissioners, 

Resolyed,  That  throe  Commissioners  b^  appointed  for  the  purpose 
of  holding  a  treaty  with  the  Delaware,  Shawanese,  and  other  In- 
diand,  who  may  assemble  at  fort  Pitt,  on  the  twenty  third  dsj  of 
July  next. 

BesoWed,  That  the  Ooyemor  &  Council  of  the  State  of  Tii^ginit, 
be  requested  ft  authorised  to  appoint  two  gentlemen,  and  the  exe- 
cutiye  power  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  to  appoint  one  gentl^ 
man,  of  suitable  characteis,  for  the  puqK)se  aforesaid. 

Resolyed,  That  Congress  will  make  an  adequate  allowance  for  the 
Berrices  and  expences  of  the  said  commissioners. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


Resolution  of  Congress,  1778.  1 

la  Congress,  June  6di,  1778. 
Resolved,  That  should  the  City  of  Philadelphia  be  etaenated  bj 
the  enemy,  it  will  be  expedient  and  proper  for  the  Oommaoder  in 
Chief  to  take  effectual  care  that  no  insult,  plunder  or  injury  of  any 
kind,  may  be  offered  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  City.  That,  in 
order  to  prevent  publick  or  private  injury  from  the  operations  of  ill 
disposed  persons,  the  Oeneral  be  directed  to  take  early  and  proper 
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•eve'  to  preTent  the  romo¥aI,  tnuiafer  or  8«Ie  of  aay  goods^  Ware* 
or  Merchandize,  fai  the  posseasion  of  the  inhabitaats  of  the  said 
City,  until  the  property  of  the  same  shall  be  ascertained  by  a  joint 
Committee,  consisting  of  persons  appointed  by  Congress,  and  of  per- 
sons appointed  by  the  Supreme  X&ecative  Council  of  the  State  of 
Pennsilvania,  to  wit,  so  far  as  to  detertnine  whether  any  or  what 
part  thereof  may  belong  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain  or  any  of  his 
Subjects. 

1>  Sir, 

I  write  at  a  pi}blick  Table,  mnch  embarrassed^  to  hand  you  the 
above  Copy  of  a  Resolution  of  Congress. 

I  am,  yery  respectfully, 

I>  Sir,  y  most  ob*  ham.  Serv*. 

DAN'L  ROBERDBAU. 

P.  8.  My  dengn  is  that  yon  may  cast  about  &  be  in  readiness  to 
appoint  proper  persons. 


Bbw,  Gbn.  Lacby  to  Y.  p.  Bbyan,  1778, 

Doyls  Town,  June  5th,  1778. 

Since  Gen.  Potter  left  this  Quarter  Col.  Fre*  Watts  from  Cnm* 
berland  County  has  Commanded  the  Militia,  I  have  been  with  him 
occasionally-^ne  &  the  Militia  is  at  {Mfesent  near  this  place,  setling 
with  the  Fay  Master — on  Sunday  next  the  whole  are  free,  except  a 
few  from  Bucks,  and  some  from  Cumberland,  who  were  a  few  Bays 
behind  in  marching,  the  whole  to  be  left  will  not  exceed  thirty  men. 
Major  McCammon  with  a  small  scout  of  ten  men  fell  in  with  a  gang 
of  marketmen  &  Yaffabonds  from  the  Enemy,  Last  Saturday  Evening, 
the  Major  with  his  little  tbo'  Brave  party,  made  Twenty  five  of  them 
Prisoners,  among  which  nine  were  armed,  the  whole  are  sent  to 
Easton  Goal  .for  Confinement,  the  Poltroons  had  cocked  ^eir  flrer 
locks,  but  Being  Consious  of  their  Guilt,  and  struck  with  the  Bl^ck 
and  infernal  Errand  they  were  on }  threw  them  down  and  beged  for 
meroy,  part  of  the  gang  saved  themselves  by  a  speedy  flight  back  to 
the  Enemy. 

Every  account  from  the  City  seams  to  Coroborate.  that  the  enemy 
aze  preparing  to  evacuate  it. 

If  Council  has  ordered  any  militia  into  the  field,  I  think  it  necessary 
they  should  be  hastned  forward  with  all  Expedition;  I  should  be  glad 
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to  know  wbtt  ii«ml)er  are  Ooteii^  ta  ftnnes  &o.,  may  be  provided 

acoordingly. 

I  am  SiT;  with 

Bespeci  your  Honour's 

noBt  ob^  Hum^i'*  Servant 

JOHN  LACB¥,  jr.,  B.  G. 

Directed^ 

On  public  service 

The  Honourable  George  Brjan^  Esq.,  Ylce  President  to  the  tkr 
ecutive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


^  favour  of) 
Col.  Smith,      y 


3     '     --i 

r 


LiSTTBB  B.  Gkn-  Lacbt  to  v.  p.  Bryan,  1778. 

Doyls  TowDj  Juno  5th,  1778. 
Sir. 

Annez^  I  have  sent  you  the  Judgment,  Ac:,  of  two  Court  Mar- 
tials,  which  I  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  forward  to  the  Printer  to  be 
inserted  in  the  Poblick  Papers; 

I  most  sincearly  Condole  with  you  for  the  Loss  of  our  WorAjf 
jPresident  Accounts  are  Hourly  Coming  from  the  Enemy  that  they 
ere  just  going  to  Evacuate  the  City,  sbotud  the  aocounts  be  true,  and 
they  should  leave  it,  I  Aould  have  grate  pleasure  in  meeting  you  in 
that  i^aoe.  I  liave  no  news  to  send  you  only  that  the  Militia  leaves 
ihk  post  Daket  by  the  expiration  of  their  times  and  none  yet  appears 
to  Replace  tbem. 

I  remain  Sir,  trith 

the  greatest  Beepcct  your 

most  obd*  hom^  Sefv^ 

JOHN  LAOBT,  B.  6f. 

On  public  Service^ 
.    Colonel  Timothy  MaUaok,  Eeq^;  Laneastec. 

^  favour  of) 
Od.  Smith.      I 
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PEOCSSBINaS  OF  COU&T  MAETUIiy  1778. 

Omff  Pbihd*  Comity. 

Capttun  Jacob  Waggoner,  of,  Northampton  County  Militia,  va^ 
tryed  by  a  Court  MartuI,  held  in  General  Laoe/s  Bri^e,  ef  Penn- 
sylvania  militia  of  which  Col.  Sidmat  waa  Prasident,  and  found 
guilty  of  going  to  'sleep,  when  pffioer  of  the  I^yost — &  ledng  his 
gOELTd  go  to  sleep  ajso ;  and  suffering  a  tmtor  to  his  Country  under 
sentence  of  death,  to  make  his  escape  from  under  their  care — ^the 
Court  dp  adjudge  Capt,  Waggones  to  be  Cashiered,  a^d  dlsoharged 
the  service  with  Infamy. 

The  General  approves  the  Judgment  of  the  Court,  and  orders 
Captain  Wag£[oner|  to  leave  the  Begiment  to-mon'ow  morning,  and 
not  to  be  seen  in  it  agiiin  in  the  Charaotex  pf  an  offioeri  on  pain  of 
further  punishment. 

•  

Camp,  Bucks  County,  1778. 

Lieut  William  Neilson,  of  (yumberland  Coun^  Milttif^  waa  tryed 
by  a  Court  martial,  held  by  order  of  General  Lacey,  of  which  Col. 
Abr.  Smith  was  President;  and  found  guilty  of  disobediance  of  orders 
in  not  firing  on  the  Bnemy,  nor  giving  the  Alarm,  when  he  met  them 
with  his  party  Irwo  miles  from-  eamp  on  the  morning  of  the  first  of 
May,  near  the  Billet.  The  Court  do  adjudge  Lieut.  Mielson  to  be 
Caamered.^ 

The  Oen.  approves  the  Centence  of  the  Court,  and  orders  Lieut. 
Nielson  to  qtut  the  Regiment  immediately.  He  hopes  the  scandal 
and  infamy  justly  inffioted  on  these  offiews  nay  be«a  warning  to  all 
others,  not  to  fall  into  the  same  Dilemma. 


Bo£BS>  OF  War  to  V.  P.  Brtaw,  1778. 

War  Office,  June  5th,  2778. 
Sir, 

An  express  ha3  delivered  us  your,  letter  of  the  Sd  jipa^iait  Wft 
(ermerly  aoaigned  the  reasons  of  the  spallfiess  of  our  oi^er  tot  enns 
&  anf munition.  The  same  reasoi^  still  continue*  Nevertheless,  M 
your  pi^issaiai;  request  we  inclose  you  an  additional  order  for  1000J9I 
pf  lead^  ^  5D01b  of  powder,  &  500  musket  &  rifie  flints. 

Mr.  Ctfithers  lieutenant  of  Cumberland  countv  says  '^  he  hasi^ven 
9triot  cbaige  against  waste  of  annnonition^' — ^Be  asspred,  Sir,  this 
w31  not  save  it.  Even  in  th^  ^eig^r  iM^my  nuoh  an  prder  would  not 
^  jBuffieient  wjith  every  v^.    '!pB  fii$ov)t  we  c^tpse  ^^e^iwlly  I9 
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guard  against  waste.  Bat  perhaps  if  eyerj  man^  when  he  reoeifes 
ammanitioD,  were  ebliged  to  give  a  receipt  for  it,  &  to  aoooant  after- 
wards for  the  expenditare^  and  thej  at  regular  periods  (as  onoe  a 
week)  were  oalled  to  render  such  an  aocount,  it  might  have  a  good 
effect. 

I  am  Sir;  your 

most  obed*  Servant, 

TIM.  PICKERING  jun'r., 

By  order  of  the  Board. 

P.  S.  After  writing  the  above  we  found  the  bearer  of  your  letter 

i Arthur  Buchanan)  expected  to  receive  the  order  for  ammunition 
;  proceed  immediately  to  tiarlisle.  We  have  therefore  given  him  aa 
order  for  Mr.  Oarithers  to  receive  the  whole  quantity  of  ammanitioa 
mentioned  A  dispose  of  the  same,  as  you  shall  direct,  after  deliyering 
Mr.  Buchanan  such  part  thereof  as  his  necessity  immediately  de- 
mands. 

Directed, 

On  public  Service, 

The  Hon^^*  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  Lancaster. 


GoL.  Akdbbw  Botd  to  Yicb  Pbssidjbnt  Bbtak,  1778. 

Newlin,  Chester  County,  6th  June,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  Bearer,  Mr.  Joseph  Luokey,  was,  on  the  night  of  the  2^  of 
this  InsS  taken  out  of  his  honae  bv  a  snrtain  James  Fitipatriok, 
Mordecai  Dougherty,  and  others,  who  had  before  carryd  off  Peter 
Burgandine  and  a  number  of  horses  to  the  Enemy.  I  have  made 
the  most  diligent  searoh  after  these  bad  men  and  their  aocomplices, 
but  without  any  success,  they  bein^  secreted  and  supported  with 
proyisioB  by  the  Inhabitants  of  thu  and  the  neighbouring  Town- 
ships. I  have  teken  sum  on  suspicion,;but  die  dvU  Majastrate  oood 
not  obtain  sufficient  evident  to  commit  them  to  confinement,  but  am 
in  expectation  of  taking  some  whose  crimes  wfll  be  more  evident 

I  have  advertised  two  hundred  Dollars  for  the*  takiug  of  Rtipat* 
rick^  hopeing  that  the  Yhtue  of  monev  miffht  induce  some  of  hn 
friends  to  betray  him.  I  thought  it  might  be  agreeable  to  Coimsu 
to  send  Mr.  Lackey  to  wait  on  you,  who  can  ^ve  you  a  vasn 
particular  account. 

Colonel  Wilson's  and  my  IMstrict  of  militia  was  ordered  to  m&reii 
the  !•»  of  this  Inst.,  and  Out  of  the  two  Classes  of  the  two  BatoliooB 
they  have  not  marohed  mete  than  half  the  number  tiiat  Oouuu 
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ordered  on  this  Gbmmand,  by  which  I  am  not  able  to  proceed  as 
low  down  in  this  County  as  apears  necesary,  nor  divide  in  as  many 
{Arty's  as  necesary.  Colonel  Smith  apprehending  that  they  two 
Batalion  wo'd  be  sufioient  for  this  party  did  not  order  any  out  of 
his  part  of  the  County.  I  have  not  leamd  what  number  has  marohd 
from  his  quarter  to  Camp.  The  militia  is  much  broken  by  the 
number  of  Wagoners  now  in  the  service. 

Wod  beg  the  &vor  of  vou  Sir,  to  send  me  a  Coppy  of  William 
Harper^s  Depoddon;  as  I  dont  remember  the  difirent  persons  there 
aocufied. 

I  have  the  honour 

« 

to  be  your  honors 

Very  Hum"  Serv^i 

ANDW.  BOYD,  8.  Lt. 
Directed, 
His  Honor  the  Vice  President^  Lancaster. 
P.  Lieut  Joseph  Luckey. 


Gbnbral  Robbrdbau  to  Bbcrbtart  Mailace,  1778. 

York,  June  6^  1778. 
Sir, 

If  your  orders  are  positive  for  returning  the  Books  borrowed  they 
must  be  complied  with,  but  if  otherwise  they  will  be  retained,  as 
they  will  be  useful  in  a  very  little  time  in  determining  a  point  on 
the  same  subject  they  were  called  for ;  therefore  I  shaU  wait  your 
aoiBwer,  as  these  books  cannot  be  procured,  as  I  know,  any  where 
else  at  present.  My  Sisters  acknowledge  your  polite  notice,  and 
hope  with  me  to  congratulate  you  shortly  in  regaining  our  Capital. 

I  am  respectfully  Sir, 

y  moat  ob*  hum*  Ser*, 

DANIEL  ROBERDEAU.* 

P.  S.  If  possible  let  Books  remain,  of  which  care  shall  be  taken. 
Dedre  Mr.  BouUce  to  buy  me  a  few  quires  of  good  paper. 

Directed, 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esquire,  (Reced.  11  June,  1778.— T.  M.,) 
Lancaster. 

Favored  by  Mr.  Scott. 

*  See  Vol.  VI.,  pp.  754^  757. 
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Ornxral  Bobsbdkau  to  Yxgb  P&ssidbnt  Brtan,  177& 

York,  June,  6»,  1778. 

The  Delegates  of  this  State  ace  hoiM>red  witb  the  oomBnaiids  of 
GooDci)  respeoting  a  stopply  of  nxmej  for  paying  of  dothiag,  and 
the  State  of  the  Frontiers ;  these,  together  lirith  th^  petition  of  som^ 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  Northumberland,  were  dnlv  laid  before  Con* 
ms8|  and  toithout  a  word  of  debate  referred,  the  former  to  the 
Treasury,  the  latter  to  the  board  of  War,  with  ap  order  to  oonfer 
with  the  Gentlemen  who  were  Bearers  of  the  petition.  I  expect  a 
fiiYorable  Issue  to  this  Bnainess  on  Monday. 

Two  Letters,  one  from  Lord  Howe,  the  other  from  Gkn^  Clinton, 
io  Congreu^  with  the  three  Acts  of  Parliament  wJhich  are  the  Sub- 
jects of  publick  speculation,  were  under  oonsideratipn  on  this  day, 
and  a  short  answer  given  to  the  Letten.  A  oopy  is  prohibited,  as 
indelicate,  until  the  Letter  get  to  hand;  in  aobslanoe  it  leCen 
to  the  resolves  of  Congrtas  on  two  Bills  droulated  substan- 
tially the  same  as  two  of  the  above  :  that  when  the  King  shall  be 
$enotuly  disposed  to  peace.  Congress  will  be  ready  to  put  an  End  to 
the  cruel,  unprovoked  war  waged  against  America,  on  Terms  honor- 
able to  our  Mation,  for  the  Interest  of  our  Constituent^  and  wit|i  a 
sacred  regard  to  Treaties. 

My  aooo^  exhibited  to  the  Assembly  when  last  in  Lancaster  refers 
to  a  debit  of  which  I  was  not  then  possessed  paid  Capt  Piper,  who 
ffuuded  Wm.  Todd  to  Lancaster,  for  his  Expences,  which  is  now 
before  me  in  a  proper  entry  of  £6, 11^  8.  if  that  Sam  oaali  be 
added,  and  the  wnole  remitted  by  you  on  the  order  in  the  hands  of 
Mrs.  Smith,  it  would  be  of  great  service,  as  my^  late  engagement  in 
the  Lead  works  has  {Hroved  a  moth  to  my  droulating  Cash  and 
oblige  me  make  free  with  a  friend  in  borrowina ;  I  hope  to  con- 
gratulate you  soon  on  regaining  our  Capital.  Some  step  will  be 
taken  by  Congress  for  securing  property  until  a  delibeiiptle  diaorimi* 
nation  can  be  made,  in  which  a  due  regard  to  the  prerogative  of  the 
State  will  be  attended  to. 

I  am  with  respectful 

salutation  to  Council,  Sir, 

Y'  most  ob'  ft  very  hum*'  Serv*, 

DANIEL  ROBERDEATT. 

Dindedf  ... 

On  Public  Service. 

The  Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esquire^  Yiee  Piesident  of  the 
Stote  of  Pennsilvania,  Lancaster. 
Favoured  by  Mr.  Scott. 
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■Resolution  of  Conorbss,  1778. 

In  CongresSi  Jane  6, 1778. 
Resolved,  That  the  Reeolaiion  of  Congteflsof  the  2d  of  June, 
ithitire  to  the  Sabaistanee  Money  to  be  aUowed  to  Offioers  in  the 
Continental  Service,  be  extended  to  all  Militia  or  other  Troops 
whioh  may  from  time  to  time  be  called  into  the  Continental  Servicoi 
or  which  may  be  raised  in  pursuance  of  a  spedal  Resolution  of 
Congress. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 
CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secretary  * 


Rbsolution  of  Conqbbss,  1778. 

In  Congress,  June  8«*,  1778. 

Whereas  the  exportation  ^  provisions  from  these  States  hath 
qscasioned  much  difficulty  in  procuring  supplies  for  our  Armies; 
and,  by  the  capture  of  vessels  coDoerhed  in  such  exportation,  tho 
Armies  of  the  enemy  have  been  fi!eed  from  distressesi  that  would 
have  greatly  embarmed  their  operations;  And,  whereas,  for  tho 
easy  supply  of  our  Armies,  &  to  embarrass  &  dis^ss  the  enemv  the 
ensuing  campaign,  it  is'  absolutely  neoessiiry  an  embargo  should  be 
immediately  laid  to  prohibit  such  exportations ;  and  as,  from  tho 
distance  of  the  States  from  Congress,  and  the  different  periods  of 
of  assembling  their  Legislatures,  the  good  end  of  such  en^bargo. 
would  be  wholly  frustratedi  should  Congress  not  proceed  to  impose 
the  embargo ;  therefore  Resolved,  That  an  embargo  be,  and  it  hereby 
is  lud,  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  wheat,  flour,  rye,  Indian  com, 
rice,  bread,  beef,  pork,  bacon,  live  stock  &  other  provisions  from  any 
of  these  United  States,  from  and  after  the  tenth  day  of  June  instant, 
until  the  fifteenth  day  of  November  next,  unless  sooner  revoked  by 
Congress.  -Provided  that  this  embargo  shall  not  be  construed  to 
prevent  the  taking  on  board  such  provisions  as  shall  be  necessary 
for  the  stores  only  of  any  ships  or  vessels  of  war|  or  others  trading 
to  and  from  these  States. 

Resolved:  l^hai  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  respeettve 
States  to  take  the  most  effectual  measures  for  carrying  the  foregoing 
resolution  into  immediate  execution. 

Eltract  from  the  minutes 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec^y. 

*  From  a  printed  handbUl. 
25* 


686  PSNNSTLYANIA  ABCHIVES  1778. 

Resolution  op  Congress,  1777. 

In  GoDgiesSi  Jane  8, 1778. 

Besolyed :  That  one  oompan j  of  foot  be  raiaed  in  the  oounty  of 
Northumberland,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  its  immedkte 
defence,  and  the  asBiatanoe  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighboniinff 
oonnties,  ao  far  as  it  ehaU  be  in  their  power,  againat  the  Indims  ana 
other  enemies,  who  may  infest  the  same,  bat  not  to  be  marched  from 
these  frontiers  without  their  own  Consent 

That  this  Company  oonsbt  of  one  captain,  one  captain  lientenant, 
two  lieutenants  and  one  ensign,  five  Serjeants,  five  corporals  and 
eighty-five  privates,  and  continue  in  service  for  six  Months  from  tho 
time  of  their  inlistment,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  Congress. 

That  the  President  and  council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  be 
empowered  to  issue  warrants  to  suitable  persons  for  Officers  to  inlist 
the  company  aforesaid,  and  to  grant  a  commission  to  such  one  as 
shall  inlist  nineteen  Men. 

That  the  same  pay,  rations  and  subsistance  money  be  allowed  this 
company  aa  to  officers  of  the  like  rank,  &  soldiers  in  the  continental 
army. 

That  the  commissary  general  of  purchases)  or  his  deputy,  be  directed 
to  contract  with  a  suitable  person  to  supply  this  Company  with 
provisions. 

That  each  man  provide  himself  with  cloaths  ft  with  a  blanket. 

That  eight  dollars  be  allowed  to  each  man  who  shall  fumbh  him- 
self with  a  good  rifle  and  accoutrements. 

^hat  the  lieutenant,  or  in  his  absence  the^sub  lieutenant  of  North- 
nmberland,  be  empowered  and  desired  to  superintend  the  said  com- 
pany, give  orders  relative  to  its  operations,  and  in  case  of  failure  in 
duty  of  any  of  the  officers,  to  report  the  same  to  the  board  of  war. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Scc'y. 


Board  of  War  to  V.  P.  Brtan,  1778. 

War  Office,  June  8. 1778.'*' 
Sir, 

'  lour  letter  to  the  delates  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Congress!,  dated 
I  with  the  petition  of  diversnnhabiUuits  of  Northam* 
berland  County,  praying  for  some  means  of  defenoe  to  be  aflfbrded 
them  against  the  Indians,  were  referred  to  this  board,  who,  after 
oonsidering  the  same,  ft  conferring  with  the  two  gentlemen  who 
presented  the  petition,  agreed  on  a  report  to  Congress  for  raising  a 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  VoL  XL,  p.  609. 
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<A«ipftBy  of  one  kiiDdred  men,  agieoablj  to  tiM  resdre  puaed 
thorMnii  whioh  is  iodoied.  The  kirge  allowanoe  to  oTery  man  who 
bImiII  find  his  armfl  &  aoootitreBient8|  it  is  hoped  will  go  fiur  towards 
a  supply  of  the  eompaoy. 

To«  obser^  in  your  letter  to  your  delegates,  that  frequent  appli- 
eations  have  been  made  to  this  board  for  arms  &  amvnition.  That 
all  these  demands  were  not  amply  supplied,  arose  from  the  seantiness 
of  the  public  stores,  particularly  of  arms  &  lead.  The  same  difficulty 
still  continues.  It  is  certainly  of  the  first  importance  to  arm  the 
Continental  tfoops.  Every  assistance,  compatible  with  this  main 
object,  requisite  foi^  the  seeurity  of  the  frontiers,  we  have  been,  and 
always  shall  be  ready  to  afford.  We  wish  it  were  possible  to  prevent 
the  misapplication  of  such  aid.  Of  the  amunition  issued  by  the 
board,  last  winter,  to  some  of  the  western  oounties,  it  was  eonfessed 
that  the  greater  part  was  probably  wasted.  A  more  reoent  instance 
of  waste  happened  at  Sinking  Spring  Valley.  Oen'l  Boberdeau 
ordered  a  certain  number  of  cartridges  to  be  distributed  to  the- 
people;  but  when  the  Indians  committed  some  depredations  not  far 
distant,  &  the  men  were  to  turn  out,  scarcely  a  cartridge  Vas  found 
in  their  possession.  It  would  be  a  most  valuable  acquisition  could 
you  devise  some  measure  to  put  a  stop  to  this  fatal  mischief. 

As  the  Lieutenant  of  Northumberland  county  is  authorized  to 
superintend  the  company,  it  may  be  proper  for  you  to  instruct  hint 
to  satisfy  himself,  by  an  examination  or  muster  of  the  men  who 
shall  be  inlisted,  that  they  are  able  bodied,  &  fit  for  the  duty  for 
which  they  are  raised. 

Fay  wiU  be  issued  upon  an  application  to  the  board  of  war,  upoa 
a  muster  roll  of  the  company,  certified  by  the  Lieutenants,  or^  ia 
his  absence,  the  Sub-lieutenants  of  that  oounty. 

I  am  sir,  respectfully, 

your  most  obed^  servant, 

TIM.  PIOKEEING,  Junr. 
By  order  of  the  Board. 
DirecUdf 

On  publidc  service.  To  The  Hon'ble  Oeorce  Bryan,  Esqr.,  Yicei 
President  of  the  Oouncil  of  Pennsylvania.    Wac  Office. 


Oapt.  White  Etbs  Ac,  to  Col.  Gbobob  Morgait,  1778^ 

Gapt»  White  Eyes  and  John  Killbuck,  &o*.,  Message  to  Col.  Gea« 
Morgan.    Dated  at  Cooohocking,  9  June,  1778. 

Brother  Taiminend, 

'  We  are  exceeding  glad  you  sent  the  Messengers  to  us;  all  the 

Counselloxs  and  Young  Hen,  and  idl  our  People  thank  you  for  send« 


s 


bg  uf  the  iime'aUd  &  vejoittiig  New»  ibal  Ab  Jftne  «>iftttilt  Mgh«p« 
vh«ii  thcflo  Glaadsy  wUoli  aEoee  otor  •or  H«^  will  noir  anKm  be 
diapened  &  aeexi  nt  more;  wo  are  glad  to  bear  your  voioe  becaoao 
you  tell  us  to  be  Btrong,  and  to  bold  fast  to  iho  Obain  ot  Friendabip, 
&  ID  wo  wtU  do  tilliiU  ehoae  dark  olondt  aitd  paaaed  over  &  the  Ay 
18  quite  eloar  again. 

Brother, 

Ton  desire  to  hear  what  News  we  have  heard  here^  therefore  I 
will  let  yoQ  know  what  the  Head  Chief  of  the  Ghipaways,  from  their 
farthest  Towns  over  the  Lakes,  hath  acquainted  me  of:  that  he 
oame  last  spring  to  petroit,  ft  meeting  there  with  some  of  bis  young 
Men,  who  bad  been  to  war  with  the  Wiandots,  he  reproved  them  for 
their  folly  that  they  had  joined  in  taking  up  the  Hatchet  against  the 
Yirginiana.  The  Chief  sent  the  following  Message  to  me : — Grand 
&ther  take  Pity  on  your-  Grand  CbildreUi  for  I  depend  onlj  in 
you,  therefore,  what  you  know  is  good  for  your  Qrand  children,  tell 
me^  and  what  you  shall  advise  me  I  will  do.  Now,  Grand  father^ 
our  Lord  and  Maker  bas  put  us  here,  I  now  take  all  the  Briars  & 
Thorns  out  of  yf  road  which  is  between  us,  that  our  Children  may 

ass  &  repass,  quiet  and  pei^ceably,  when  they  go  tp  see  one  another. 

0  far  his  speech. 

Brother, 

When  I  went  at  the  Fort  last  joh  desired  me  to  speak  to  tho 
Wiandots,  which  I  have  doncj  &  I  found  them  now  more  disposed 
to  listen  to  me  tbaQ  they  have  been  hitherto.  -I  therefore  persuade 
myself  that  if  you  would  speak  to  theni  in  a  friendly  Manner,  they 
would  hearken  to  yon. 

Brother, 

You  desired  to  know  who  of  the  Nations' would  take  hold  of  our 
chain  of  Friendship.  I  now  acq9aint  you  that  I  shall  go  to  Detroit 
in  lO^out  nine  Days,  where  the  Gov  hath  called  all  his  children  to 
meet ;  when  I  return  from  thence  I  shall  come  to  yon,  A^  inferos 
you  of  all  what  I  have  heard  .&.  seon,  &  tbe9  I  al^o  shall  know  who 
will  go  with  me  to  Fort  Pitt.    The  Sbawanese  desired  me  to  let 

Cknow  that  they  will  join  their  Grandfather  in  coming  to  Uie 
ty  at  the  appointed  Time.  Some  of  them  will  go  with  me  to 
Detroit,  &  Messengers  also  wilLgo.the  Unami  river,  where  the  rest 
off  their  People  are,  to  invite  them  likewise. 

5rp*or,  '.•..:,.'  ,      ''j 

Be  assured  of  our  Love  &  Friendship^  for  you  have  made  our 
Hearts  glad  &  atrong  again. 

Incbnement, 

Copy,  Capt«  White  Eyes  &  John  Killbupks'  Message  to  Col.  Geo. 
Morgan.    Dated  Coochocking,  June  Q***,  1778. 
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PftHSIDBirr  OV  OOSTGRJ&SB  TO  V.   P.   BaTAK,   1778. 

Tork  town,  94Ii  JaB6|  1778. 
Honoarabte  Sir, 

Yoa  will  receive  within  the  present  enclosure;  five  Acts  of  Con- 
gress^ as  undermentioned. 

1.  Of  7th  Hay.    For  an  Establishment  of  the  Ameriean  Army. 

2.  4  Jane.  For  appointing  Commissioners  for  holding  a  treaty 
with  the  Delaware,  Shawanese,  &  other  IndianS|  at  .Fort  Pitt,  the 
2a<  Jul>  next. . 

■  8.  6  Jane.    F6r  ektending  to  the  militia  subsistence,  in  lieu  of 
extra  Ratiomi. 

4.  8  June.  For  raising  a  Company  of  fbot  in  the  Connty  of 
Northumberbind;  &fi. 

5.  Ibid.  For  laying  a  general  Embargo  on  certain  articles  of 
proyision. 

J  baye  the  honour  to  be, 

with  yery  greait  Respect, 

Honourable  Sir, 

Your  obedient  &  most  humble  servt, 

HENKY  LAURENS, 

President  of  Congress. 

Directed f 
The  Honorable  Yioe  President  Bryan^  Pennsylyania. 


Intslliqsncs  from  Nobthumbeeland  Co.,  1778. 

» 

Munsey  Farm,  10th  of  June,  1778. 
SO  Miles  from  Northuo^berland  Town. 

Nothing  material  happeii'd  since  stattbn'd  here — ^rainy  weather— 
Booata  out  and  no  Discoveries  till  this  day — Cot.  Hosterman  with 
Capt.  Reynolds  A  a  party  of  13  Men  set  off  for  Antis's  Mill  with 
Mnmanttion  fbr  that  place  &  the  Big  Island :  when  they  had  got  as 
far  as  Loyal  Sock  (fire  miles  from  this  place),  And  had  just  crossed- 
tbe  Greek,  they  heard  a  firing  &  yells,  they  judg'd  it  To  be  {  miU 
«p  tha  Creek,  they  push'd  on  te  the  firing  as  fast  as  they  Cou'd,  But 
when  they  oame  to  the  place  where  they  thought  the  firing  was,  the 
Pavty'mipposed  the  Indians  had  seen  them  A  gave  a  stroke  for  every 
aum  in  the  party,  as  they  heard  a  noise  resembling  a  stroke  on  a 
Hollow  IVee  several  Times  repeated,  this  noise  was  still  further  off, 
diey  went  en  to  Tkompsena  about  a  Mile  from  the  (lace  ^ey  first 


500  TSSSSTLYAmA  ABOHIYES  1778. 

hoard  tbe  firing,  they  decided  to  surround  the  House,  when  tluy 
arriv'd  there  thej  found  the  Bam  on  &e  (it  contained  gndn  ii  t\a 
8heaff)y*the  house  untouched,  they  found  Thompsons  powder  Horn 
^with  a  Bullet  hole  through  It)  near  the  House,  saw  seyeral  mockasen 
h  shoe  tracks,  but  Cou'd  not  find  Thompson,  Shoefelt,  or  Wikol^ 
these  three  were  the  men  at  the  House.  Just  before  tW  came  to 
the  house  they  heard  two  death  Hollo^  &  one  that  they  Took  to  be 
a  prisoner  Holloo  after;  after  this  they  heard  the  Indians  and  then 
heard  no  more  of  them^  after  the  party  had  Examined  the  house  k 
about  the  field  for  Thompson  and  the  rest  &  cou'd  not  find  them  they 
March'd  to  Lycoming.  This  firing  at  Thompsons  began  between  2 
&  3  o'clock  &  lasted  about  J  Jot  an  hour,  our  reople  had  a  tery  ngly 
swamp  to  dross  through  which  todc  them  near  a  Quarter  of  an  hoar, 
&  this  depriy'd  them  from  being  up  time  enough  to  sucoour  Thonp-  ^ 
son,  they  supposed  from  the  yells  that  the  Indians  gaye  they  weie 
about  14  in  number,  same  day  Peter  Smith  his  wife  &  6  ohildreoy 
Wm.  King's  wife  with  2  children^  Michael  Smith,  ^Michael  Canp- 
bell  &  David  Chambers,  belonging  to  Gapt  Keynolds  Company)  ft 

Snodgrass  &    '       Hammond  being  6  men,  Two  Women  ft 

Eight  Children  were  goinj;  with  a  Wagon  to  Lyooming,  when  they 
were  near  to  Loyal  Sock,  tfohn  Harris,  (son  to  oU  Sam'  HarriB)  who 
had  heard  the  whole  firing  met  them  and  told  them  off  it,  and  desii^d 
them  to  return,  as  to  go  forward  was  dangerous,  But  Peter  Smith 
said  that  firing  wou'd  not  stop  them,  Harris  came  here  and  Smith 
went  on,  Upon  Harris's  Information  a  party  of  15  push'd  to  the 
Platfe  the  firine  was  heard,  when  Smith  with  his-Wason  &  party  had 
got  within  i  of  a  mile  of  Lyooming  the  Indians  fired  at  them  at  the 
first  fire  Snodgrass  fell  dead  being  shot  through  the  Temple,  the 
Indians  fired  on  them  at  first  two  guns,  then  Imknediately  three  set 
up  the  shout  and  advanced  running  to  the  Wagon,  our  men  as  soon 
as  they  say  them  (for  they  did  not  see'  them  Tul  they  reoeiy'd  the  2 
fires)  Tree'd  &  returned  the  fire,  a  littU  Boy  &  A  girl  made  off  about 
this  thne,  the  Indians  Closed  in  very  fast  k  findeayoured  to  sarronnd 
them,  this  occasion'd  our  men  to  flee  as  fast  as  they  cou'd,  all  but 
Campbell,  who  was  seen  fighting  at  close  Quarters  with  his  Bifle  and 
the  Indians  Gun  was  found  broke  to  pieces,  before  they  were  oat  of 
sight  of  the  wftgon  they  saw  the  Judians  attadLUng  the  women  ft 
Children  with  their  Tomahawks,  the  number  of  In£aBS,  Chambeit 
thinks  to  be  about  20,  this  affair  began  just  before  sun  down,  Ae  boy 
that  Esoap'd  pushed  to  Lycoming  &  Informed  the  men  there  of  what 
had  happen'd  they  went  of  Immediately,  but  mistakine  thcInteUi* 
genee  the  boy  gave  they  went  to  the  river,  to  the  place  the  menliv'^ 
as  they  Imaffin'd  it  was  the  Canoe  That  was  attack'd,  in  the  saeaB' 
time  Capt.  tiepbnrn  with  the  party  That  left  this  came  serosa  the 
dead  bodies  of  Suodgrass  &  another,  but  it  being  dark  they  eon'd  not 
distinguish  who  they  were,  they  went  to  Lyooming  where  they  met 
the  other  party,  they  waited  to  the  next  day  as  it  was  too  late  to  do 
any  thing  that  night.    June  11th,  the  parties  went  down  A 1^ 
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the  bodies  otf  the  followiocr  peratm  Vis.^  Peter  Smith'n  wile  shot 
throQffh,  Btftb'd  And  a  knife  left  by  her,  &  80ft]p'd,  Wm.  King^s  info 
Tomahawked  &  Scalp'd|  she  was  sittinff  up  this  morning  bat  lioan'd 
on  her  hnaband  when^he  oame  to  her,  And  fiiiHr^d  Immediately,  she 
appeared  sensible  bat  eon'd  not  speak;  a  Little  girl  kill'd  &  s<»lpM, 
a  boy  the  same,  Snodgrass  shot  through  the  head,  Tomahawk'd  & 
Stab'd,  &e.,  Campbell  shot  in  the  back,  Tomahawk'd,  Stab'd,  Scalped 
and  a  knife  left  in  him,  they  took  off  his  rifle  bat  took  nothing  but 
trifles  out  of  the  Wagon ;  they  found  a  coat  of  the  Indians  &  a  Car- 
tridge  made  up  of  best  Cartridge  paper,  the  Indians  made  use  of  buck 
shot  as  one  was  sticking  in  the  wagon  &  one  in  the  arm  of  one  the  dead ; 
as  the  parties  that  went  out  yesterday  had  not  retum'd  &  no  Intelli- 
gence from  them  the  people  at  Munsey  And  here,  grew  uneasy  A 
sent  off  a  party  between  20  &  30,  under  Capt  Shaffer,  these  men 
when  they  came  to.  the  house  of  Thompson  Examind  it  &  all  aboutj 
at  length  found  him  and  Shoefelt  the  out  side  of  a  fieM  among  some 
pine  grubs,  Thompson  was  shot  throush  the  left  side  &  through  the 
Powder  horn  &  soalp'd,  Shoefelt  waa  ^ot  through  the  left  shoulder 
b  scalp'd,  They  lay  but  a  little  distance  apart,  they  were  so  near 
Thompson  when  they  shot  him  that  his  Jacket  was  Bum'd.  Wikoff 
is  sappos'd  to  be  taken  prison^  he  was  aboat  16  years  old,  6  guns 
was  heard  Above  Ferguson's  at  8  ''Clock  A.  M. 

The  abo?e  is  a  coppy  of  the  account  sent  to  Col.  Winter,  From 
GoL  Hosterman.* 


AtJDiTOB  Qm.  U.  S.  TO  V.  P.  Bryan,  1778. 

Treasury  Office,  Tork  Town^  Jane  10th,  1778. 

Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  5th  instant  to  the  Delegates  of  this  State  has 
been  read  in  Congress,  and  referred  to  the  Board  of  Treasury,  who 
have  directed  me  to  inform  your  Honor  that  such  is  the  state  of  the 
Finances  ot  the  United  States  as  to  render  it  necessary  for  Congress 
to  appropriate  part  of  the  Continental  Tax  levied  on  the  respective 
States  to  answer  the  requisition  made  by  them  for  Money  due  from 
the  Continent.  The  Board  propose  therefore  that  a  sum  Bufficient  to 
pay  for  the  CIoatBing  be  paid  to  you  out  of  the  first  Monies  col- 
lected by  the  Tax  assessed  by  your  Assembly,  in  consequence  of  a 
recommendation  of  Congress  of  the  day  of  November,  and  wish 
to  be  informed  of  the  quantity  of  Cloathing  delivered  to  Mr.  Mease 
Clothier  General;  and  whether  the  residue  is  ready  to  be  delivered 

*  8ee  Col.  Bee  ,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  608. 
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to  Hie  order  ^  Gongress,  or  of  iih»  Board  of  War.    I  htTO  OB^iA^ 
add  that  joar  aoewer  to  thia  will  aerTO  to  expedite  the  buaiQesi. 
I  haye  the  HoBor 

to  be  Sir,  your 

most  obed.  Sery*, 

C  JOHN  GIBSON,  U.  B. 
I  Aud.  Gen'L 

By  Order, 

(The  aboye  blaoJc  should  have  been  filled  with  the  (22Dd). 

T.M. 
DireeUd. 

To  The  Hononrable  George  feryao;  Esq.,  Yioe  Preudent  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylyaniaj  at  Lancastsr. 


P&bb't  of  Ookorbss  to  v.  P.  Brtak,  1778. 

York  TowDy  10  Jane,  1778. 
Honorable  Sir, 

Attthefttie  Intelligence  reoeiyed  by  Congress  from  many  qnarten 
leaye  it  no  longer  doubtful  in  what  manner  the  Enemy  mean  to  con- 
duct their  plan  of  conciliation. 

Under  delusive  appearanoes  of  pacific  Acts  and  Peaoe-makiDg 
CommissiDneni,  already  their  Military  Beinforoements  begin  tp  arrive 
and  already  they  have  commenced  the  Campaign  in  many  places 
with  acta  of  cruelty  &  devastatioA. 

Indian  inruptionfl  and  burning  houses  in  .the  moment  of  disperaiog 

S repositions  for  peace,  evince  the  insidious  designs  of  the  Enemy  ^ 
emonstrate-  the  necessity -of  wisom  in  Council,  of  strength  and  vigour 
in  the  field.  The  former  may  be  employed  to  distress  the  eoemy 
greatly  by  wftholding  from  them  the  provisions  of  America,  and  the 
latter  by  quickly  collecting  powerful  armies  to  take  advantage  of  their 
present  weakness. 

In  duty  therefore  to  their  Constituents,  Congress  earnestly  call 
upon  you.  Sir,  and  your  State,  to  adopt  the  most  effectual  and  yigor- 
ous  measures  for  speedily  reinforcing  the  Continental  army  with  yoor 
Quota  of  Troops.  The  present  moment  unimproved  may  be  produc- 
tive of  most  pernicious  consequences,  and  the  public  satety  demands 
strong  and  united  efforts. 

Experience  hath  shown  that  the  Marine  force  of  our  enemies  enables 
them  to  secure  for  the  support  of  their  Armies,  almost  the  whole  of 
our  exported  provisions,  and  therefore  Congress  impressed  with  the 
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ndQeSMtj  of  preyesting  the  BnppUes  derived  to  our  foes  liom  tbU 
soQToe^  aad  desiiroua  of  soppl^iog  the  armies  of  the  United  States, 
haw  upon  .mature  delibeiatioD,  laid  an  Bmbargo  on  provisions  of  all 
kinds^  and  they  earnestly  request  the  vigorous  exercise  of  the  powers 
of  your  State  to  oarvy  into  effeotual  execution  this  most  necessary 
measure. 

I  am  with  great  respect 

Honorable  Sir,  your 

most  obed'  Serv^j 

HENRY  LAURENS, 

President  of  Congress. 
Dtrectedf 

The  HonmUe  Qeorge  biiyan,  Esquire,  Vice  Presidebti  Pennsyl- 
vania. 


OoTfNoiL  fo  Board  of  War,  17T8. 

In  Council, 

Lancaster.  June  10th«  1778. 
Sir, 

la  Mknowledging  your  favour  of  the  8th*  Instant,  I  cannot  help 
observing,  that  the  mode  of  nominating  commissioned  officers  for 
the  Company  to  be  raised  in  Northumberland,  will  not  be  likely  to 
obtain  the  best  officers,  &  for  eomb^ting  Indians,  we  apprehend  that 
great  eare  should  be  used  in  the  Choice.  The  prudence  of  Mr.  Huur 
ter,  the  Lieutenant,  will,  I  trust,  be  able  to  obviate  inconveniences. 
It  is  hoped,  that  a  proier  number  of  the  disturbed  Settlers  will  en- 
list readily  to  stay  on  the  frontier  for  six  months. 

The  Board  of  War  having  charged  our  people  with  waste  of  pow- 
der &  ball  formerly  distributed,  Council  has  been  led  into  a  mistake 
by  the  general  mode  of  Expression  used.  In  warning  the  Lieute- 
nants of  Cumberland  &  Northumberland  ag^  waste,  Council  have 
made  an  express  charge  of  waste  cpmmifEed  by  the  People  of  the 
Western  Counties.  I  now  see,  by  a  Memorandum,  delivered  at  York 
to  the  Men  who|n  the  Inhabitants  of  Northumberland  sent  to  Con« 
gross,  (they  say  by  your  board,)  that  our  back  Inhabitants  never  re- 
ceived any  till  the  quantities  lately  ordered  to  the  Lieutenant  of 
Cumberland.  Two  former  parcells  only  appear — ^The  first  furnished 
to  the  Virginia  Intruders  in  Westmoreland,  the  other  to  the  Con- 
neotiout  I^passers  at  Wioming— people  who  have  no  relation  to  us^ 

*  See  page  586. 
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except  tbat  of  wrongful  possession  of  our  Teiritorj.  Waste  of  iSim 
sort  is  however  yery  likely,  &  whilst  we  state  this  matter  in  jostioe 
to  the  innocent.  Care  shall  be  taken,  in  this  respeoti  as  far  ts 
may  be. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Yonr  most  obed.  Senr^ 

G.  B.,  Vice  Presidt 
To  the  Board  of  War. 


GoUNOiii  TO  BEia.  6bn.  Laoet,  1778. 

In  Council; 

Lancaster,  June  10, 1778. 

Sir, 

Tour  letter  of  the  5th  instant^  has  been  read  in  Council.  The 
imperfect  returns  made  of  the  Militia  in  the  Sield,  and  the  time  of 
their  services  respectively,  has  laid  the  Council  under  very  great  dif- 
ficulties in  orderinff  oat  the  proper  releifs.  From  the  reports  of  the 
Bub  lieutenants  of  Chester  county  there  are  very  few  to  be  expect- 
ed from  that  county,  and  a  delay,  from  some  misapprehension  of  the 
order,  has  happened  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia — ^Two  classes 
from  thence  will  probably  now  come  out.  Perhaps  you  may  find  ad- 
vantage in  conferring  with,  or  writing  to  Col*  ArcV  Thomson  on  this 
subject. 

The  strong  probability  of  the  enemy  leaving  the  State  suddenly, 
iind  the  extreme  disadvantage  to  the  farmer  to  be  called  into  the 
Field  at  this  season,  have  induced  the  Council  to  hesitate  on  this 
subject.  A  few  days  will  probably  ascertain  how  this  matter  will 
be,  and  orders  will  be  given  accordingly. 

The  stoping  of  the  Supplies  to  the  enemy  is  of  very  oonsidenble 
importance,  and  ought  to  be  continued  as  far  as  it  is  practicable. 

'    To  Brigad'  General  Lacey. 

5  8ea  page  679,  680. 


PENNSYLVANIA  AECHIVES  1778.  695 

Council  to  Samuel  Potts,  1778. 

Lancaster.  June  11. 1778. 
Sir, 

Toor  bxotlier,  the  Doctor,  trndertakins  to  forward  this,  affords  me 
the  first  opportunity  of  giving  yon  the  doctrine  of  surety  in  oases  of 
treason,  as  it  seems  at  present  to  be  understood.  Jostioes  of  the 
Peace  cannot  take  bail  in  this  case,  bat  most  commit  to  the  common 
(Hoi  of  the  county.  Whilst  the  Supreme  Court  is  sitting  (he  Judges 
may  take  bail,  at  other  times  any  one  of  them  has  that  power. 
Where  the  evidence  is  full  it  is  to  be  used  with  great  caution,  but 
where  the  charge  is  doubtful,  it  is  held  to  be  his  duty  to  take  bail. 

Should  the  enemy  leave  this  city,  it  is  prol]|kble  that  one  of  the 
Judges  will  immediately  go  into  it.  From  these  drcumstances  you 
will  see  what  measures  are  most  proper  in  the  case  you  have  under 
Consideration.  Altho  there  is  little  reason  to  doubt  of  the  doctors 
eare  in  sending  you  this,  I  wish  you  to  give  me  notice  by  a  line  of 
your  having  received  it. 

From  your  Pnd. 

'&  h'mble  Servant 

To  Sam'l  Potts,  Esq'.,  Pottagrove. 


Bri0.  Gen.  Laoby  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  1778. 

Bucks,  June  11th,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  am  Sorry  to  inform  you  this  Country  is  left  intirely  open  to  the 
insults  and  ravages  of  the  Tories  and  Vagabonds  from  the  Enemy, 
by  the  Discharge  of  the  Militia,  whose  times  are  all  Expired,  except 
about  a  Dozen  from  Philad"  County.  Parties  of  these  Malignant  Yi* 
lians  Comes  into  Makefield,  Newtown  &  Northampton  Townships, 
and  Steals  all  the  good  Horses  they  Can  find  and  takes  them  to 
PhUads 

News  continues  coming  of  the  Enemy's  preparation  for  leaving 
the  City,  but  I  am  Beady  to  fear  it  is  only  a  manceuvre. 

I  have  ordered  all  the  Armes  some  distance  back  into  the 
Country  for  safety,  if  any  more  Militia  is  coming  I  should  be  glad 
to  know  it,  as  I  may  have  the  Armes  &  Necessaries  provided  for 
them  on  their  arrival. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  Bespect, 

Tour  Honours  most 

Humb.  Serv*. 

JOHN  LAOBT,  B.  G. 
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P.  S.  More  officers  are  sent  from  Philad*  countj  than  Uie  remlYe 
of  Congress  intitks  to  pay  in  the  MiU^,  I  voald  b^  glad  to  know 
weither  I  have  any  thing  to  do  with  them,  either  in  the  Diaoharpng 
or  Leting  them  oontinue  as  titej  are  or  not. 

Directed^ 

The  Honourable  George  Bryan,  Esqr.|  Yioe  Prendent  of  tbaBxe- 
cutiye  Council  of  Pennsylvaniai  Itapoaater. 

^  &Tr  Mi\|(ir  MoOammain. 


I 
Council  to  Cot.  J,  Boyd,  1778,  i 

I4anca6ter^  June  12, 1778. 
Sir, . 

Your  vigilaneo  in  attempting  tp  arrest  James  FitflEpatjnok  &  Mori* 
Poughevty;  the  Xraiters,  who  peiied  A(r,  JiUokj,  is  approved  bj 
Council,  as  well  as  your  conduct  in  offering  (^  reward  to  any  pef^oa 
who  shall  apprehend  them.  This  engagement  the  CouncU  will 
cheerfully  fulfil,  if  it  proves  effectual  for  the  arrest  of  such  daDg6^ 
ous  men. 

'  T.  M. 

Enclosed  is  Copy  of  the  deposition  you  mention. 

To  CoP  J.  Boyd. 


Examination  of  Oakrbt  Yansant,  1778. 

Examination  of  Gerret  Yanzant,  junr.,  of  Middletown,  in  'Bnckft 
county,  aged  between  15  &  16  years  who  being  duly  sworn,  dotb 
declare  and  say,  that  about  eight  or  nine  o'Clock  in  the  even- 
ing of  the  eighth  instant,  three  men,  whom  he  took  to  be  English 
Officers,  came  to  the  House  of  the  Widdow  Brown,  in  Bristol  tovn- 
ship,  upon  which  this  Deponent  opened  a  back  door  and  went  off 
home ;  that  he  found  the  afpres*  threp  inen  there  before  him,  wko 
order  this  deponent  to  feed  their  Horses,  and  then  compelled  him  (o 
let  them  into  the  House^  which  he  did ;  they  then  ordered  hun  to 
kindle  a  fire  and  light  a  candle,  they  then  directed  him  to  doi 
liver!  up  th^  Meat  and  Chese  belonging  to  the  House,  to  gear  ap 
the  Waggon,  that  not  finding  any  Horses  belonging  to  the  HoQse 
they  made  him  assist  them  in  putting  t^ei^  pwn  Horses  to  the  Wag- 
gon, they  then.tyed  him  on  the  Waggon  with  the  iheaft  and  Cbeee, 
&  drove  them  near  to  Bri^l,  when  they  unAied  him  and  ordered 
him  to  go  home,  whieb  he  did,  iiid  going  between  twenty  and  tbirtj 
yarda  i^  Gua  wiis  fired  ^%  jbim  fiom  the  Waggon ;  that  when  he  left 
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the  'W'aggon  it  was  begining  to  be  lights  and  that  he  knew  one  of 
the  men  to  be  Edward  Weistead,  of  Trenton,  in  Newjersey.  This 
Beponent  further  sajeth^  that  in  the  evening  of  Wednesday,  the 
tenth  instant,  as  he  was  returning  with  his  brother.  John  Vanzant, 
from  Trenton,  with  the  Waggon  and  some  of  the  things  which  had 
been  taken  from  them  on  Monday  night,  they  were  attacked  by  a 
party  of  armed  men  in  the  road,  about  a  mile  &  an  half  from  Trenton 
Ferry,  who  pulled  him,  this  Deponent,  out  of  Ihe  Waggon,  stripped 
off  his  Coat,  Waistcdat,  Hat  and  pinchback  Watch,  ana  silver  shoe- 
buckles,  in  the  mean  time  beating  him  very  much,  but  hearing  a 
Brigade  of  Forage  Waggons  coming  near,  they  ordered  this  Deponent 
to  hold  the  Horses  which  they  had  taken  from  the  Waggon,  untill 
they  should  return,  otherwise  they  would  shoot  him,  upon  which 
they  retired  into  the  bushes,  and  this  Deponent  made  his  escape  with 
the  Hortes. 

aAREET  VANSANT. 
'Sworn  and  snbseribed  before  me,  \ 
13th  June^  1778.  j 

Benrt  Wyneoop, 


Examination  of  Ensign  Joan  Vansant,  1778. 

Examination  of  Ensign  John  Vanzant,  son  of  Gerret  Yanzant, 
the  elder,  of  Middletown,  in  Bucks  county,  who  being  duly  sworn 
before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  s* 
County,.  Do^  declare  and  aay,  that  in  the  night  of  Monday,  y  8  th 
Inatant,  he  thinks  about  midnight,  he  was  wakened  by  the  noise  of 
talking  bdow  8taiib,.iipon  which  he  got  up,  and  looking  out  of  a 
Window  saw  three  Horses  with  Holsters,  and  a  man  etauding  by 
them  with  a  naked  sword  in  his  hand,  he  then  taking  them  lo  he 
Befag<^e8  leaped  out  of  a  Window,  ran  to  the  8.table,.  to<^  the 
pzJy  Horse  there,  went  into  the  feild  and  drove  the  rest  of  the 
Horaeis  into  a  bye  place,  and  then  alarmed  the  Aesooiatora  in  the 
Neighbourhood,  and  returned  home,  when  he  found  his  brother  6er* 
ret  missing,  together  with  the  Waggon,  Oeara,  abeut.five  hundred 
weight  of  Ba,8on  and  Beef,  about  fif^  weight  of  Che0e,.two  bridles, 
and  a  womans  Gap  belonging  to  hi^  mot  her;,  that  he  traeked  the 
Waggon  to  Bristol,  where  he  was  informed  that  the  men  were  Capt 
SoBy^h  CloQ,  Capt.  •—  Panoas,  and  Edward  Welatead,  of  Trenton, 
in  Newjersey ;  that  he  pursued  them,  and  by  the  interoession  of 
6en.  Dickenson  and  Col.  Kirkbride  he.  procured  the  Waggon,  Gears, 
aome  of  the  Meat  &.  about  ten  pound  of  the  Chese,  but  was  detained 
by  b'  Clem,  Pancas  and  Welstead,  until  after  sunset  j  then  crossing 

'^  See  Colon.  RcC,  Vol.  Xi:,  p.  612. 
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the  Ferrjy  thai  at  the  distanoo  of  about  a  mile  and  an  half  he  was  at- 
tacked in  the  Road  by  a  party  of  armed  men,  who  pulled  him  out  of  the 
Waggon  and  struok  him  sundry  times,  and  then  stripped  off  hie  Cotft, 
Waistcoat,  Breeches,  Shirt  and  Shoes,  with  a  pair  of  silyer  shoe  backles 
&  knee  buckles,  and  about  three  or  four  Dollars  in  paper  money,  his  Pan, 
Gertifficate  of  Allegiance,  and  about  two  yards  ox  Ribbon,  and  then 
attempted  to  tye  him  when  he  ran ;  heard  them  say  shoot  him,  and 
saw  a  light  like  the  flash  of  OuUi  and  made  his  escape  to  some  of 
the  Militia  in  the  Neighbourhood,  who  went  out  with  this  Deponent, 
and  seeing  some  men  runing  across  a  feild  they  pursued  them  to  the 
River,  where  they  came  up  with  them  and  found  his  Brother's  Hit 
in  possession  of  one  of  them,  this  Deponent  then  charged  them  with 
the  Robbery,  whereupon  they  gave  him  part  of  his  money  and  his 
Certifficate ;  that  the  people  who  attendea  him  told  him  they  knew 
them,  and  went  with  him  to  the  Tavern  and  give  him  their  names  in 
writing,  aa  follows,  viz :  John  SUlwel,  Hugh  Rnssel,  Rese  PeteiSi 
Elija  Yard,  Qeor^  Beatty,  Joseph  Lankey  and  WillMim  Lattimore, 
he  was  likewise  informed  that  all  the  afores*  persons,  ezoept  ooe 
or  two  belonged  to  the  afores*  Capt.  Glon's  Gompany  of  Militia  Ar- 
tilleryin  Trenton,  of  Newjersey. 

JOHN  VANSANT. 
Taken  and  subscribribed  before  me,  > 
13th  June,  1778.  | 

HXNBT  WtNKOOP. 


Com'b  John  Hazxlwood  to  V.  F.  Bbyav,  1778. 

Trenton,  Juno  18th,  1778. 

Your  Exoelenoy,  I  am  told  by  letter  from  Gapt.  Montgomery,  is 
displeased  that  the  paymaster  Is  not  Gome  up  to  pay  the  People.  I 
told  the  Navy  Board  that  your  Exoelinoy  requested  that  he  might 
go  up  when  I  arived  at  this  place,  &  likewise  spoke  to  the  pay  mas- 
ter to  the  €ame  purpose,  he  gave  me  to  understand  That  he  sbooM 
go  aoon,  ft  as  he  is  under  the  command  of  the  Navy  Boaid  &  not 
me,  I  left  it  with  them  to  dispatch  him  off.  I  should  be  glad  if  yoor 
Exoelinoy  eonid  spare  20  or  30  of  the  men,  with  two  Lien**,  toeooe 
down  here,  to  assist  in  geting  Two  of  the  Galleys  &  a  Sloop  npi  that 
lays  in  a  Daingorous  way  if  thay  are  not  got  up  soon ;  we  Have  got 
two  up  allready  with  what  Gaptains  we  Have  here,  but  cannot  man* 
age  to  get  up  the  othera  without  more  assistance ;  &  if  your  Ezoe- 
leney  thinks  Proper,  when  those  men  comes  down,  we  will  get  all 
the  Galleys  up  &  Glean  them  out,  &  can  have  them  Ready  to  Sinl^ 

t  See  Col.  Boo.,  YoL  XI.,  p.  ^U. 
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fiboold  the  Enemy  oome  np  this  waj  again ;  bat  I  think  there's  bat 
little  dainger  of  it,  as  its  Thought  they  will  soon  take  their  leave  of 
Us.  I  wish  I  had  it  in  my  Power  to  give  them  a  scowering  Before 
they  get  out  of  the  meT,  &  I  am  certen  had.  we  but  our  Fleet  on 
Floate  &  manned,  they  would  be  obliged  to  leave  some  more  of  them 
behind.  Here  is  nothing  new  to  Inform  your  Ezcelency  of,  for  all 
our  News  comes  from  your  way,&  havbg  not  to  add, 

Am  your  Exo^  most 

Ob*  Hom'be  Serv*. 

JOHN  HAZELWOOD,  C.  P.  P. 


LrBtJT.  Saml.  Htotbr  to  V.  Pr  Brta^. 

Fort  Augusta,  June  14%  1778. 
Sir, 

Your  favour  10*^  June  I  have  reoeived,  and  shall  pay  proper 
respect  to  its  contents.  As  to  the  number  of  men  to  be  raised,  there 
will  be  no  difficulty. 

The  10*^  Ins*,  between  Loyal  Sock  and  Lycoming,  between  thirty 
&  forty  miles  from  this,  on  the  West  Branch  of  Sus<niehannah,  the 
savages  killed,  scalped  &c.,  4  men,  2  women,  a  boy  and  a  girl,  &  five 
w»  have  missing.  This  affair  bath  hurt  us  much.  Our  communi- 
cation (we  formerly  had)  between  Antis's  mill  &  the  Big  Island,  is 
now  cut  off.  Inclosed,  I  send  you  the  petition  of  a  number  of  the 
distress'd  Inhabitants  of  the  West  branch  of  Susquehannah.  Samuel 
Harris,  that  will  hand  this  to  you,  can  inform  you  of  any  particulars. 

Your  obed*  Humb>*  Serv*, 

SAM»  HUNTER,  Lieu*. 
JDirecUcL 

The  Hon*"  George  Bryan. 


Council  to  Gov.  Livinqstok,  1778, 

Lancaster,  June  16, 1778. 
Sir, 

A  representation  has  beenmade  to  this  Council  of  a  most  audacious 
robbery  committed  on  the  property  of  Garret  Vansant,  of  Middle- 
town  township,  in  the  County  of  Bucks,  in  this  state,  by  persons 
belonging  to  the  state  of  New  Jersey ;  and  a  ^reat  abuse  upon  the 
person  of  Garret  Vansant,  junior,  and  plundering  of  effects  in  his 
possession  by  persons  probably  connected  with  the  party  who  com- 
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mitted  the  robbery.  It  is  said  tbat  these  are  not  among  the  first 
attempts  of  this  kind.  Henry  Wynkoop,  Esq',  will  forwwd  to  yon 
the  depositions*  taken  before  him,  and  pointing  ont  tiie  persom 
eonoemed  in  this  robbery  and  abuse.  Your  Exoelleney's  known 
attachment  to  the  interest  and  welfare  of  the  United  States  x>f  North 
Ameriea  and  regard  to  public  justice,  leave  not  the  least  room  to 
doubt  but  that  yon  will  direct  effectual  measures  to  be  taken  to  secure 
the  offeuders  and  deliver  them  aver  to  the  state  ^or  trial.  We  are 
sorry  to  find  ourselves  under  the  necessity  of  troubling  your  Excel- 
lency, at  so  critical  a  time,  with  an  application  of  this  Kind ;  but  the 
duty  which  we  owe  to  the  good  people  of  this  state  will  not  permit 
us  to  pass  by  or  delay  it. 

Directed^ 
To  His  ExceUency,  GKyvemor  Livlngstony  West  New  Jersey. 


Council  to  Hknry  Wynkoop,  1778, 

Lancaster,  16«^  June,  1778. 

Sir, 

Your  favour  of  the  IS**"  Ins^  has  been  considered  in  Council.  They 
concur  with  you  in  the  necessity  of  demanding  of  Governor  I^v- 
ingston  the  persons  accused  of  robbing  M'  Vansaat  the  elder,  &  aisp 
those  who  plundered  k  abused  Ensisn  Vaosant.  Such  practices 
ought  not  to  be  winked  at ;  their  tendency  is  confusion  k  anarchy. 
I  inclose  you  herewith  a  Letter  to  hb  Excellency  for  that  purposei 
For  want  of  full  information  to  support  a  proper  charge  against  the 
offenders,  it  was  necessary  to  refer  to  you.  Young  Vansant  does 
not  bring  home  the  accusation  to  Wehtedf  as  he  did  not  know  him. 
The  affidavits  of  those  who  told  the  Lad  should  be  taken^and  also  the 
oaths  of  the  persons  who  gave  in  the  nitmes  of  the  men  trhd  Ensign 
Vansant  overtook  at  the  River.  These,  with  every  other  that  fixes 
the  charge  should  be  added,  &  transmitted  to  the  authority  of  New 
Jersey.  M'  Serjeant,  our  Attorney  General,  will,  I  believe,  return 
from  Easton  iowaidi^  friday  or  Saturday.  He  mil  assist^  direct  you. 
M'  Hart,  who  left  us  yesterday,  will  exert  himself  on  this  occasion. 
NottuQg  should  b^  left  undone  to  drag  to  punishment  such  miscreants; 
a  glorious  cause  is  wounded  by  their  enormities,  &  the  Countryi 
distracted  by  the  villainy  of  our  pretended  friends,  cannot  otherwise 
be  relieved  or  protected. 

When  these  offenders  can  be  had,  it  will  be  proper  to  send  them 
for  safe  Custody  to  another  Gaol  than  that  of  Nefw  Town.  Easton 
IS  too  near  to  New  Jersey,  perhaps.    It  will  be  best  to  transmit  them 

r 

*  See  dpifosttions  on  page  506-7--fa9e  Opl.  Beo.,  Vel.  XI.,  p.  5121,  and  51& 
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hiiher  under  a  strong  Gkuurd^  for  bore  they  may  be  triedj  in  ease  the 
Bsemy  hold  I%iladelphia.  If  otherwise,  they  may  in  due  time  be 
back. 


Dtrectedf 
To  Henry  Wynkoop,  Esq' 


OsN.  Hand's  Conpebkkcb  utith  Ikdiaks,  1778. 

Fort  Pitt,  17**  June,  1778. 

Brothers,  Capt.  White  Eye8,.Capt  John  EiUbock^  &  the  wise  Pela- 
waces  &  Shawanese  at  Goo'chcHskin. 

« 

I  was  mneh  rejoiced  when  I  heard  the  good  words  yon  spoke  to 
me  by  my  messengers,  John  Jones  ft  Tho's  Niohoks,  and  yery  gkd 
to  aee  two  of  my  Shawanese  Friends  accompany  them  to  this  jPkoe. 

Brothers, 

As  yon  see  that  what  I  told  yott  when  we  first  spoke  to  yon,  comes 
to  pass)  and  as  you  are  wise  Men  &  can  perceive  that  the  lies  told 
yon  by  the  Gov'  of  Detroit,  are  likely  to  fidl  heavy  on  his  dwn  Head. 

Brothers, 

Yon  teU  me,  that  yon  imagine  that  if  I  spoke  in  a  friendly  Man- 
ner to  the  Wiandota,  they  would  now  fisten  to  me. 

Brothers, 

The'  they  have  been  long  astray,  and  Kstened  only  to  the  evil 
Spirit,  the  United  States  are  more  wiiiing|  to  fargtve  an  Injury,  than 
to  avenge  it ;  thereloie  if  the  Wiandots  wiU  immediately  call  tn  their 
fboUsh  young  Men,  and  send  some  of  their  Chiefs  with  you  to  the 
Treaty' to  be  held  here  next  Month,  we  will  be  ready  to  take  them 
bf 'the  'Hand  &  enter  into  friendship  with  them. 

Brothers, 

.  .1  beg  you  will  tell  this  to  the  Wyandpts  ft  assure  them  that  if 

ihey  r^use  it  they  will  never  have  another  opportunity. 

You  may  depend,  that  bef(»e  the  wfttem  are  again  froaen,  there 
will  not  be  an  EngJUab  Soldier  at  Detroit  or  Niagara,  unless  they 
are  Frisonere. 

Brothers, 

I  have  not  had  any  news  from  our  Qrapd  army  that  I  can  depend 
on,  since  I  wrote  to  you  last,  except  Uie  arrival  of  a  Number  of 
French  Yessels  with  uoods,  &  that  many  more  are  near  at  Hand. 

*  See  page  687. 
Vol.  VI.— 26 
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ETttry  pMnoQ  wIk>  ooumb  vp  says,  ihat  ilie  Bttgliah  ire  ntkiM 
ready  to  go  on  board  their  VeBsels  at  Philad'a ;  and  that  tha  Fnadi 
haye  taken  two  of  the  West  India  Islands  from  thenii  but  Icta't 
tell  yon  thia  as  true. 

BrotherSi 

I  desire  that  you  may  watcb  the  Motions  of  M'  Lemot  &  tbe 
Canadians  under  his  Command,  &  give  me  timely  notioe  of  his  Hare* 
ments,  the  Number  he  has  with  him,  &  where  he  intends  to  Strike; 
if  you  will  appoint  ten  or  twelve  of  yoor  aotite  yoong  men  to  do  ibis 
Business,  they  shall  have  two  Dollars  ^  Day  eaoh,  for  the  time  j<m 
employ  themj  provided  Ihey  give  me  good  &  timely  InteUigenoe. 

Brothers, 

I  ask  this  of  yon  as  a  Maark  of  your  Friendship.  Ftowell,  mi 
he  assured  of  the  good  intention  of  the  United  Slates  towards  you  & 
all  fxieadly  NafioM^ 

Siga«d^ 

BDW-  HAND. 


BB80LUTI0N  09  CONaHSBS,  1778. 

In  CongresSi  June  17|  1778. 

Whereas  many  laltiis  adireased  to  hidivid^Os  of  these  Uaitri 
States,  have  been  lately  received  from  England,  throneh  the  ooa* 
veyanoa  of  the  BAemy,  and  some  of  theoa  wUoh  have  bean  under 
Ihe  inapeotion  of  memben  of  Oongreas,  are  fbuftd  (a  Contain  itai 
ifljttdieiouflly  oakmhited  to  divide  am  deUde  the  good  peqplee/tiMM 
States. 

Besdved,  That  it  be,  a«d  it  is  hereby  earnestly  reeomMoM  to 
the  Legislative  and  Sxeentiva  anthoritiea  of  the  aevortf  States,  to  ex- 
ercise the  utmost  oare  and  vigilance,  and  take  the  most  effectoal 
measures  to  put  a  stop  to  so  dangerous  and  oriminal  oorrespondenoe. 

Besolved,  That  the  Commander  in  Chief  and  the  Commander  in 
each  and  every  military  department  be,  and  he  and  they  are  hereby 
directed  to  Qwy  the  measure  recommended  in  the  above  ronblwa 
iftto  tht  BOBl  aaeoturi  asMoatioik 

E&traol  from  the  minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Secj 

I^  is  is  recommended  to  the  several  printers  in  the  United  Stste^ 
to  republish  the  foiegoi&g  resolutions. 

C.  T. 
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Col.  J.  PoTTBR  TO  Mb.  Stewart,  1778. 

Eishoockqailjsh,  Jane  17, 1778. 
Sir, 

This  Day  Receviog  an  Express  from  OeneralPotarawith  the  folo- 
ing  inteligance. 

A  oopj  of  a  Leter  boxA  Gol.  Leng  tb  Genef»I  Pt.,  whieh  is  as 
folowea.— Sir,  14  of  this  instant  alarming  aeonnt  from  Licoman, 
Oonoeming  a  few  inhabitance  who  taking  4heir  Station  at  Coving- 
havingB  k  ware  Betoming  to  Liooman  witb  Mi  aseort  of  Militia, 
under  the  Oommand  of  0(m.  Hoskman,  who  ware  ataokted  Bj  twelve 
ittdiatis,  six  of  omr  Peepel  were  kiled  ft  two  Mieing ;  there  ware  also 
the  seam  Day,  at  Layai  Sook,  three  Men  kiled  that  weare  hunting 
Gatd ;  we  had  aome  iime  ago  an  In^dian  prisenar  who  had  Gome  Down, 
Seningboning,  who  informs  of  thoes  twelve  Indians  w1m>  did  the 
Murder,  he  also  informed  me  of  Numbar  who  are  Detarmened  to 
com  Down  &  Murder  all  that  is  on  the  East  &  west  Branches  of 
Sescquanaha ;  I  intended  to  heave  sent  him  Down  to  Col.  Hunter,  in 
order  to  satisfr  him,  but  an  Eavel  Disposed  person  Belong  to  a  lower 
Oorason  shot  him  as  he  ware  Sleaping  in  the  gard  Houce ;  we  are 
also  in  Formed  of  twenty  Parsones  kiled  on  the  North  Brentch  of 
the  Biver,  together  with  a  prisinor  that  Mead  his  Easoeape  who  gave 
information  that  the  Nordiing  indians  Are  Determined  to  Distroy 
Soth  Brenohes  in  this  Mon.    I  Bemean  your  humble  sa.,  &  :  & : 

There  weare  a  party  of  Capt.  Pealear's  Men  in  the  Nitany  Yaly 
ibis  Day  &  Brings  in  an  acount  that  the  Discovered  a  Numbar  of 
tracks  Leading  Down  Logan's  gap,  the  tracks  weare  quight  fresh  & 
to  Apearanoe  to  be  upwards  of  thirty  in  Number. 

From  yours  to  sarve. 

Copy. 

JAS.  POTTBB,  B.  O. 

I>  M'  Steward,  yesterday  Beceving  tbeas  Acounts  from  our  frun- 
tears,  besides  Divers  Beponrtes  from  Standing  Stone,  our  In- 
baMcamoe  ie  in  greate  DietreN  es  there  armes  and  Amunition  is 
Deteaned  By  thoes  men  that  the  Armes  weare  sent  by.  I  Ezpeek 
that  Murder  will  be  Don  every  Day  in  oure  inhabitance.  I  Goulde 
wish  that  in  your  wisdomes  Nigh  Do  somethin  in  this  Mateir,  Elonso 
heast  all  from  your  frend. 

ABTHUB  BUCHANAN. 
June  17, 1778. 

Dtr^dedf 
16  Qeorge  Stuatd,  Bsqr.,S.  L.  C.  C,  In  Heast 
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Gknsral  Washington  to  Vice  Pebsidsnt  Bryan,  1778. 

Head  q«,  J  after  11  A.  M.,  June  18**,  1778. 
Sir,  ^  

I  haye  tbe  pleasure  to  inform  yon  that  I  was  tbis  minnte  advised 
by  M'  Roberts  that  tbe  Enemy  ev^miafed  the  City  early  thm  mom* 
ing.  He  was  down  at  the  Middle  ferry  on  this  side^  where  he 
received  the  intelligenoe  from  a  -number  of  Citiiensy  who  were  oa 
the  opposite  shore.  The  destniotion  of  the  Bridge  prevented  him 
passing.  I  have  not  yet  had  any  Official  aeeounta  on  Uie  sobjeel^ 
but  there  are  many  in  corroboration  of  M'  Bobertsfs*  I  oongimtakte 
yon  very  heartily  on  this  interesting  event,  and  have  the  Honor  to 
be,  in  luster 

Sir, 

y  most  Obed.  Serv*, 

Q- WASHINGTON. 

P.  S.  A  letter  from  Cap*  M'Clean,  dated  in  Philadel^ii^  this 
minute  come  to  hand,  oonfirmiog  the  evaouatioo. 

Dtrectedy 
Hon'ble  George  Bryan,  Bsq^. 


GovBRNOB  Livingston  to  Vice  Pkksidbnt  Bryan,  1778 

Princeton,  19»  June,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  was  jnsfr  now  hcfnonred  with  your  favour  of  the  15*^  Instant^ 
accompanied  with  several  Affidavits  of  a  robberry's  being  eommittad 
on  the  Property  of  Gerret  Vansant,  of  your  State,  by  a  number  of 
men  belonging  to  this.  You  may  depend,  Sir,  upon  thia  Govern- 
ment's using  every  necessary  measure  for  securing  the  Offenders  & 
delivering  them  over  to  your  Btate  for  trial,  agreeable  to  your  re- 
quest. ^  But  being  all  engaged  in  preparing  for  the  reoeplioa  of 
our  british  Yisitants,  who  began  their  marcn  last  night  thro'  this 
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State,  it  18  impossible  at  present  to  attend  to  the  Subject  matter  of 
your  Lettei*.    I  have  the  bononr  to  be 

With  great  Respect 

your  most  Obed*  Serv*, 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON  * 

To  The  Hon'Me  George  Bryan^  Bsq**,  Vice  President  of  the 
Oommonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


BoARi)  09  War  to  Vicb  P&bsidbnt  Bryan^  1778. 

WaT  Office,  June  19, 1778. 
Sir, 

The  beaiet^  John  M"Oonnell,  ap|dies  to  this  board  finr  anns  and 
aramvnition.  for  a  nnmber  of  the  inhaUtanta  of  Onmberiand  ooimty. 
But  not  knowing  the  faots  necessary  to  lead  to  a  proper,  detiennini^ 
lion  on  Uus  &  such  like  applications,  we  do  not  ehnse  to  issue  any 
orders  thereupon*  The  supreme  ezeoative  conncil  im  the  best 
judges  how  fnx  and  in  what  eases  it  wonld  be  proper  to  issne  arms  & 
sunmonition  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  State.  The  lieutenants  of  the 
counties  seem  to  be  the  most  suitable  persons  to  make  (he  distribu- 
tions! and  to  keep  a  regular  aooount  of  the  same.  All  requests  from 
the  ezecutiye  council  for  military  stores  will  be  duly  attended  to  by 
tbis  board,  &  such  issues  made  to  their  order  as  the  public  stock  will 
admit. 

I  am.  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

your  obed'  Servant, 

TIM.  PICKERING,  jun. 

By  order  of  the  Board. 

lUreeted, 

(On  public  Service.) 

To  the  Hon'ble  George  Bryan,  Esq*',  Vice  President,  &c.,  Lan« 
caster. 
War  Office. 

*  See  pages  696,  7,  9. 
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Proclamation  of  Gbnekal  Abkold^  1778. 

By  the  Hon.  Major  Oeneral  Arnold^  Commander  in  Chief  of  (ho 
United  Statea  of  America,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  &o. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

In  order  to  protect  the  persona  and  property  of  the  inhahitttiiB  «t 
this  eity  from  inaolt  and  iqjiiry,  to  aeoare  die  public  and  ^fite 
Btores,  which  the  enemy  may^  have  left  in  the  city,  and  to  prevenl 
the  disorder  and  confasion  naturally  arising  from  want  of  goyem* 
ment,  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  in  compliance  with  the 
following  resolation  of  Congress,  has  thought  proper  to  establish 
military  law  in  this  dty  and  suburbs,  until  the  ciyil  authority  of 
the  state  can  resume  the  government  thereof. 

In  Congress,  June  4^  1778. 

BesoWed,  That  should  the  city  of  Philadelphia  be  evacuated  by 
the  enemy,  it  will  be  expedient  and  proper  for  the  Commander  in 
Chief  to  take  effectual  care  that  no  insult,  plunder,  or  injury  of  any 
kind,  may  be  oftred  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  dty  :  That^  in 
order  to  prevent  public  or  private  injury  from  the  operations  of  ill 
JUsposed  penont,  the  Genenl  be  directed  to  take  early  and  pn^er 
care  to  prevent  the  removal,  trans&r^  or  sale  of  any  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  in  possession  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  dty,  nntil 
^e  property  of  the  same  shall  be  ascertained  by  a  Joint  Oommitteey 
consisting  of  persons  appointed  by  Congress,  and  of  persotts  m* 
pointed  by  the  Supreme  kzeoutive  Council  of  the  State  of  PenoayV 
vania,  to  wit,  so  far  as  to  determine  whether  any  or  what  Part 
thereof  may  belong  to  the  king  of  Great  Britab,  or  to  any  of  Us 
subjects. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Sec. 

Copy  by  command  of  his  Excellency. 

BOBERT  HARRISON,  Sec. 

In  order  the  more  effectually  to  carry  into  execution  the  above 
resolve,  ail  persons  having  European,  East  or  West  India  goods, 
iron,  leather,  shoes,  wines,  and  provbions  of  every  kind,  beyond  the 
necessary  use  of  a  private  family,  are  ordered  to  make  return  of  the 
same  to  the  Town  Major  (at  his  quarters  in  Front-street,  the  fourth 
door  from  the  Coffee-house,)  by  twelve  o'clock  tomorrow,  specifying 
the  quantity,  and,  as  nearly  as  they  can  jadge,  the  amount  of  the 
same,  in  order  that  the  Quarter-Master,  Commissary  and  Clothier 
Generals  may  contract  for  such  gOods  as  are  wanted  for  the  use  of 
the  army ;  and  until  permission  is  given  by  the  General,  there  bo 
no  removal,  transfer,  or  sale  of  any  goods,  as  it  will  be  deemed  a 
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breach  of  tbe  above  reaolation  of  OongresSy  and  saob  goods  will  be 
aeised  and  oonfisoated  for  the  pablie  use. 

All  persons  bftving  in  their  hands  pnblic  stores  or  effectSi  tbe 
property  of  the  sobjects  of  the  king  of  Oreat  Britain,  or  their 
•dhereots,  who  have  departed  with  them,  are  to  make  a  Uk»  report 
hf  Monday  noon  next,  mider  penalty  of  the  eonfiseation  of  theit 
own  effects ;  and  any  persons  discovering  any  sneh  Conoe^d  storos 
or  effeots  will  be  saitaUy  rewarded. 

Any  ptraoQS  harbouring  or  ooncealiBg  ttoy  offiooTiWldier,  or  other 
penoQ  belonging  to  the  enem  v,  or  any  deserter  from  the  continental 
army,  will  be  severely  panisned,  nnkss  they  aake  inunecUato  die* 
oovery  to  some  oScer  of  the  said  army. 
Oiv«i  at  head  qatrtars,  in  the  oity  of 
PhOadelphia,  Joae  19, 1778. 

B.  ABNOLB,  Mf^or  Oen  * 

By  his  Honoris  command, 

DAVID  S.  FRANKS,  Sec. 
Indoned, 

Proclamation  of  19th  Jone,  1778,  by  Major  Gen^  Arnold;  d'  bjr 
the  Ctoneral  to  Major  Smith  &  the  Secretary  on  the  27  June,  1778. 

T.  M.,  Seor. 


PfiBSiBENT  OP  CoNaEBSS  TO  ViCB  Prbsid't  Bbtan,  1778. 

York  Town,  20  June,  1778. 
Honorable  Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  yon  the  9«  ft  10<>'  Inst. 

Inclosed  will  be  fonnd  an  Act  of  ODngiess  of  the  17^,  for  pss^ 
venting  all  ccNmspondenoe  between  the  finemy  &  private  Oitiaens 
of  these  United  States. 

And  I  Uke  the  liberty  of  adding  four  Oopies  of  this  days  Oaietle, 
which  contains  much  Intelligence,  public  k  Interesting. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  great  Begard, 

Honble.  Sir, 

Yomr  most  obed^ 

k  most  httmbk  Servt, 

HENRY  LAURBNS, 

President  of  Congress. 
Direeied. 

To  The  Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esquire,  Vice  President 
Pennsylvania. 

*  From  printed  handbill. 
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Bbnj.  Stodbart  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  1778. 

Sir, 

A  Detaohment  of  80  men  of  Col'  Hartle/s  Rag.,  under  my  Com- 
mand, arrived  in  Town  two  dayaago,  &  has  been:detained  ever  aioM 
for  the  want  of  a  wagon. 

I  have  applied,  repeatedly,  to  the  Qr  Master,  who  telle  me  it  k 
not  in  hifl  power  to  fiimish  one.  The  waggona  belonging  to  thia 
Dlaferiot  being  all  upon  Duty,  &  he  not  allowed  to  prees.  I  think  at 
my  Daty  to  make  this,  my  sitnation,  known  to  the  Hble  GoonoiL 
Gen'  Washington  wrot«  a  pressing  Letter  to  GoU  Hartley  to  aead 
his  Reg^  with  all  possible  ezpediUon  to  oamp.  It  will  not  be  my 
Fanlt  if  this  order  is  not  stnotly  Complied  with  by  the  Detachment 
under  my  Command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

yr  mo.  obedir  serv. 

BENJ.  STODDABT. 

Directed^ 
The  Honorable  Geo.  Bryan,  Esq. 


Council  to  Board  of  War,  1778. 

In  Conncil, 

Lanoaater,  June  20, 1778. 

Sir, 

Tonr  favour  of  the  19th  instant,'*'  has  been  read  in  Conndl,  and 
w»  thank  the  board  of  war  for  their  aaannmee  whiob  they  give  of 
affording  the  neeessary  supplies.    We  are  very  senmble  that  tlie 

Siuantity  of  ammunition  already  issued,  is  much  too  small  a  aiqiplj 
oip  our  frontier  counties,  and  we  judge  that,  at  least,  five  bundled 
weight  of  powder  and  twelve  hundrad  weight  of  lead  woold  be 
properly  lodged  in  the  hands  of  Col.  John  Carothers,  Lieu^  of  the 
county  of  Cumberland,  to  be  by  him  distributed  as  occasion  maj 
require. 

In  this  distressing  time  it  is  very  probable  that  applications  will 
be  made  to  you  by  the  Lieutenants  of  the  counties  for  supplies,  and 
as  the  Council  are  now  about  to  remove  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia^ 
we  hope  the  Board  of  war,  will  supply  such  demands  as  appear  to 
them  to  be  reasonable,  without  a  formal  order  from  this  board,  as  the 
delay  necessarily  occasioned  in  obtaining  such  an  order,  may,  in 
many  cases,  be  attended  with  fatal  consequences  to  the  people  on 
the  Frontiers.  The  want  of  arms  suitable  for  a  defence  on  the  fron* 
tiers  is  great,  and  is  not  in  our  power  to  supply,  and  we  must,  there^ 

•  See  page  606. 
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fore,  leqnest  thai  jon  will  plesfle  to  order  to  be  delivered  to  Ool. 
Chrothere  about  one  hundred  good  rifleS;  to  be  diatribnted  by  him. 

To  the  houble  Board  of  War^  at  Toik  town. 


V.  P.  BbYAN  to  JnO.   CAROtHBRS,   1778. 

Lancaster,  20^  Jane,  1778. 

Sir, 

The  bearer  hereof,  John  M'OonneU,  of  Toscarora  Vallej,  in  your 
County,  has  been  sent  by  his  neighbours  to  the  beaid  of  var  to- 
eolidt  arms  &  ammunition.  Coming  in  this  loose  way,  he  obtained 
nothing  but  an  offer  of  the  board  to  us  to  suj^W  more  lead  & 
powder,  if  neoessary.  But  we  can  not  think  it  safe  or  proper  to 
to  have  stores  issued  as  he  desired.  Sinoe  the  first  grant,  of  which 
you  had  one  fourth  part  assigned  you,  I  understand  you  haye  re- 
oeived  a  second  order  from  the  board,  &  perhaps  may  be  able  to  send 
to  Tusoarora  Valley  what  supplies  may  be  proper,  yet  as  this  is  un- 
certain, the  bearer  hands  a  Letter  to  Yorktown,  desiring  500^^  of 
Ounpowder  &  1200*^  of  lead  may  be  ordered  to  your  hands.  To 
this  request,  a  farther  for  rifles  is  added,  which  it  is  hoped  may  be 
issued.  It  is,  howeyer,  advisable  to  be  very  careful  of  these  goods, 
fi  not  to  let  them  run  out  too  fbst  into  the  hands  of  the  privates. 
Besides,  Northumberland  Co.  may  call  on  you  for  a  part. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed.  Serv*, 

Q-.  B.,  Vioe  prea*. 

Indorged, 

To  John  Clkrothers  Esq.,  Lieut,  of  Cumb'  Co. 


Council  to  Gskxkax.  Bobb&diatj,  1778. 

JUnoaster,  21*«  Juna,  1778. 

Sr, 

Council;  just  at  the  moment  of  departure  foi"PhiI*j^ve  fturther 
ft  very  distressing  accounts  from  Northumberland.  The  Company 
of  100  men  allowed  by  the  Board  of  war,'for  the  defence  of  that 
firantier,  is  very  insufficient,  k  the  levy,  being  restrained  to  the 
County,  Ibis  aid  adds  little  to  their  defetice.  Fearing  the  whole 
settlement  will  give  way,  orders  are  just  issued  for  another  such 

26* 
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Gorp0  e^aftlj^  to  be  miiad  in  LaBoaater  G0.1  widey  6  mcmlktu 
meat,  for  which  it  will  be  well  that  you  prooare  approUtipiii  &  the 
Issae  of  Rations.  William  M^'Cullough,  of  Hanover  Towoship,  i^ 
thought  of  for  Gaptain.  Perhaps  it  may  be  necessary  to  advance  a 
month's  pay  in  oraer  t*  prooare  them  at  once.  The  ordinary  militia 
would  be  of  little  use  to  oppose  Indians,  of  Council  would  befora 
this  time  have  eudeavoured  to  embody  some  for  this  servioe,  Beddes, 
Congress  have,  as  yet,  made  no  provision  for  their  victualing. 

Inclosed  you  have  Cop^  of  a  Letter  from  Gen^  Potter,  a  gen* 
ileman  whose  intelligence  is  respected. 

Col.  Josbua  Elder,  of  Peztaog,  sublieutenant  of  this  County,  will 
have  the  charge  of  rorming  the  Company,  w«^  Capt.  MOulloagh  ib 
to  command,  &  Col.  Hunter,  of  Augusta,  Lieu^  of  Northumberlud, 
ia  t<>4^feQt  la  tfi  ftmt  operaiions*  U'  Elder  enjoiud  to  gi?6  you 
i|iteUi^]|9e  i^  h^  succeeds. 

To  General  Roberdeauj  at  Tork  town* 


James  Duklap  to  Jonathah  Hogis,  1778. 

Hopewell^  22d  June,  1778. 
D'  Sir, 

Before  thi&reaohyouyonwillperhapshearof  4{peraonabeiugUU^ 
one  wounded,  &  8  Captivated  Mt^eea  the  Standis^  8toiM»  and  CoI« 
Chegages.  Though  this,  which  cauje  by  express,  was  found  not  to  bo 
true,  yet  the  people^  eyen  in  the  path  Yellayy  who  was  Colected  in 
bodays,  is^so  paniek  struck  that  they  return  tremblin  to  their  hooaes. 
Their  ftanare^gieady  increast  (&  well  they  may)  by  the  want  of  arnu, 
there  not  being  more  than  every  Tenth  man  arm'd,  and  the  gnatef 

Eirt  of  those  suoh  as  Wou'd  Turn  their  arms  luniust  us»  shou'd  the 
nemy  be  permited  to  advance.  And  these  Emissaries  take  grett 
inoouragement  from  our  defenceless  situation.  And  numben  of 
them  having  left  their  habitations  were  supos'd  to  be  join'd  to  tbe 
Sahara,  Cannot  fail  to  increas  the  aprehention  of  the  well  affected. 
Tou  doubtliw  Ga^  jenember,  Sir,  tiiat  this  County,  and-  in  partieo- 
hr,  the  path  Yellay,  which  is  a  nart  of  my  Battalion,  &  indeed  the 
whole  K^ltation,  wmm  will  arm^d  as  any  part  of  the  Continent,  but 
Oherfuly  gave  them  up  when  the  publiok  stood  in  need  of  thetf* 
Thia  wiU  aurelj  have  gttft  Weigl^  with  tl^  OouacU.  I'  t)iMefoi« 
beseech  you,  £ir,  to  use  your  utmo^  i^iteif^Qa  with  your  Brett^xen  ti 
famiah  ^B  wit|)  s^ob  meana  as  may  m  a  Cpnamon  course  of  piete* 
janop  prevent  those,  evils  that)  mast  unavoidably  foUow  the  depc^r 
Ution  of  60,  large  a  trm^i  of  Countiey «  I  aq^  qfi  opinion  tbsifc  t^  ^ 
jipr^t  ^ua^Uvtya  ef  nfl^  gun^ ^.spm^of  the  C^n^euM  >^^;  ^ 


IS  not  nor  Will  not  be  made  nee  of  in  the  Continental  Army,  and 
perhaps  fDJcbt  be  had  if  apjplied  Ibi^ 

Colonel  Gulbert80D|  who  Carrajs  this,  is  going  to  Camp  and  woa'd 
Take  that  basiness  upon  himself,  if  Counoil  see  fit  to  appoint  him. 

The  Vemy  Ideai  of  a  Savage  enemj  Comein  npon  defenseless 
fiimaleya  Will  be  snffioient  to  aronse  the  Coaucil  in  their  defenea;. 
TherefoiOi  shall  «aj  no  mare,  bqt  liial  I  am,  with  all  Giaeeretji  jour 
sail  friend  &  Hvn*  Seryant* 

JA&  DUNLOP. 


Sauubl  Bba  xo  SxcBBTiAZ  Matlack,  1778. 

Monnt  BediBl,  NotAamploa  OMoiiyy  Jime  tk^fAif  1778^ 

Sir, 

I  haye  SToticed  a  great  Mistake  in  a  Proclamation  Issued  ont  by 
the  Sapream  Execotiye  Council  of  This  State,  on  the  15th  Instantj^ 
in  Calling  on  the  Traitors  of  the  Township  of  Mount  bethel,  In  Gal- 
lin  on  cfohn  Stackhousej  his  Name  is  Joseph  Stackhonse,  Junior^ 
husbandman ;  and  2dlj,  In  calling  on  the  others  as  husbandmen. 
They  are  all  single  men,  and  not  supposed  to  be  in  Philadelphia^ 
but  with  the  Qreens  on  Statan  Island,  and  also  they  haye  lefl  out 
Aaron  Wood,  whom  I  thought  was  Beturn'd,  and  ought  to  haye 
been  CalFd  upon,  as  a  single  man,  of  the  Township  of  Mouint  bethel,^ 
and  supposed  also  to  be  with  the  Oreens. 
Dirj  I  am,, 

With  Aespeot, 

Tow  Host  hiittble  Serranl^       « 

8AML.  BEA. 

N.  B.    I  have  Beeetv*  No  lutnieiioDa  Conoeming  the  Ceiung 
snd  Diapoeing  ti  tbeae  Tnitoiv. 
xHVecter, 

On  publick  Seryiee. 

Tiflsothj  Matlaek,  SecreCarji  in  Philadelphia. 
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Gbnbral  Armstbonq  to  y.  p.  Betan,  1778. 

Garli&le^  2Sd  Jane,  1778, 
Sir, 

From  the  apparent  inroade  of  the  Indians  on  the  Weetern  frontifiri 
of  this  State  &  that  of  Virginia,  Instigated,  as  they  bate  been,  for 
the  pecnltar  purpose  of  subjugating  the  United  States,  I  had  expe<y 
tations,  &  still  have  that  Congress  wou'd  take  up  this  matter  in  a 
general  or  Continental  point  of  vievr,  from  which  apprehennon  &  the 
allarmiug  nature  of  the  thing,  I  took  the  liberty,  some  three  or  dm 
Weeks  ago,  to  throw  out  a  few  promiscuous  thoughts  to  the  Dele- 
gates of  this  State,  in  Congress,  submitting  to  their  prudence  what 
farther  use  shou'd  be  made  of  them,  (a  Copy  of  whicn  I  intend  joa 
with  this)  bnt  haTe  not  learaM  whether  those  hints  came  to  their 
hands. 

Tbut  th0  Indian  deptedatioBtf  are  still  inoreaaing  is  beyond  a  doubt, 
&  the  devastation  of  Country  now  much  greater  than  when  I  wrote 
the  deleffates,  altbo'  of  the  particular  murder  I  have  not  heard,  since 
those  related  In  Qeneral  Potter's  letter,  sent  you  by  Major  Mylee, 
Only  that  a  woman  &  two  children  were  missing,  &  one  man  wounded 
at  the  head  of  Kishacoquillis  Valley.  I  cannot  yet  learn,  with  cer- 
tainty, whether  there  is  any  Indian  Town  in  reasonable  reach,  on 
either  Branch  of  the  Su^quehanah.  but  think  it  probable  there  must, 
if  so,  such  Town  or  Towns  might  be  readily  destroyed,  without  mach 
previous  preparation ;  and  one  or  at  most  Two  hundred  Men  sufficient 
for  any  of  these.  Shlngaclamoose  (if  now  itihabited)  is  but  a  few 
days  march  above  the  great  Island.  However,  expedient  a  vigorous 
attack  on  their  Towns  may  be,  so  near  is  the  Harvest,  and  of  so  much 
importance  to  the  future  support  of  the  people  and  army  that  I'm 
inclined  to  think  we  must  for  the  present  be  content  to  act  on  the 
defensive,  for  the  reaping  &  gadiering  in  of  the  Harvest;  yet  so  ex- 
tensive is  the  Frontier,  even  on  thb  side  the  Alleghany  Mountain, 
and  so  inadequate  the  measure  that  it's  distressing,  even  in  idea, 
altho'  the  best  that  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit  '  The  Inhabi- 
tants must  a^ree  to  reap,  &c.,  in  such  associated  bodies  as  nuy.  be 
practicable,  with  guards  appointed  to  cover  them,  whilst  others,  if  to 
be  spared,  will  Patrole  behind  them,  or  from  one  settlement  to 
another.  I  conceive  that  all  the  Militia  you  can  ai  this  season  of  the 
year  well  draw  from  Lancaster  &  York  Oountya,  with  a  small  part 
of  Cumberland,  will  not  be  sufficient  to  cherish  &  support  the  back 
parts  of  Cumberland,  Northumberland  &  Bedford  Countys ;  so  that 
there  may  be  a  necessity  of  drawing  some  from  Chester  it  Berks 
also.  Yesterday  Lieut.  Sharp,  of  Shareman's  Valley,  told  me  he 
thought  that  in  the  space  of  one  month  Carlisle  must  be  the  frontier 
of  this  part  of  the  Country,  and  that  many  Familys  are  actually  fled 
in,  I  know  to  be  fact     Yet  it  is  equdly  true  that  various  &lse  re- 


PBNN8TLVAOTA  ARCHIVES  1778,  618 

porta  are  pnAagated,  ft  that  many  have  fled  too  hastily  ft  withoai  juai 
ocoaaion.  So  that  on  the  whole  a  notiee  to  such  Militia  as  the 
Ooaacil  may  thmk  proper^  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  on  a 
sodden  Gaily  may  for  the  present  be  snffioient 

There  is  still  another  method  to  be  taken  that  might  oontrlbale 
aiQch  to  stimalate  the  frontier  Inhabitants  to  their  own  defenoe  ft  the 
proteotion  of  their  property.  That  is  a  farther  distribution  of  Arms 
and  annnoniticm  among  them,  in  the  back  Battidions  of  the  three 
Oonnties  mentioned  above ;  whether  this  is  in  your  power  is  matter 
of  doubt,  perhaps  the  Board  of  War  con'd  assist  you. 

I  shotted  be  fanlty  in  not  informing  yon  that  a  report  prevails 
here  that  onr  people  are  in  quietness  at  Fort  Pitt,  and  some  Indians 
ooming  into  that  plaee  to  a  Treaty.  The  authority  I  oannoc  well 
give. 

I  am,  Sir, 

With  sincere  regard. 

Your  most  obed*  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRCHfG. 

Directed, 

On  the  PaUio  Service, 

To  The  Honourable  George  Bryan,  Esquire,  Yioe  President  of 
the  State  of  Pennsyl*,  Lancaster. 

Favoured  by  Mr.  Wm.  Henry; 


GaN.  AaMSTBONQ  TO  COKaBBSS,  1778. 

Gentlemen, 

From  a  oonsideration  of  the  Indian  incursions  on  the  Western 
Sutlers  of  Virginia  ft  Pennsylvania,  the  conseouences  whereof  must 
readily  attract  the  common  attention,  I  bad  designed  to  have  ad^ 
dress'd  a  few  lines  to  Oongress  on  that  interesting  subject,  but  the 
aiiq>enoe  arisiag  from  our  expectations  of  the  departure  of  the  British 
Enemy  on  the  one  hand  (in  whioh  ease  part  of  the  continental  army 
«oald  be  spared-  to  operate  to  the  West)  and  on  the  other,  the  diffi- 
•ally  of  B^ising:new  troops  adequate  to  the  purpose)  has  obliged  me 
to  postpone  that  tetter,  and  adopt  the  present  method  of  laying  before 
you  euoh  thonghts  an  have  oecurved  to  me  on  ihat  occasion  either  to 
be  SQppressed  or  farther  improved  as  your  pvudeaoe  will  direct. 
'  The  number  of  people  KiU'd  on  both  sides  the  Alleghany  I  have 
not.  }aam^^  od  thki  sido  and  near  the  Centre  of  this  State  they  are 
nid  to  be  near  forty  nersons — ^tinder  the  present  depredatious  many 
nilli^  0mk^i  their  effeotn  as  they  can  par^  off  are  already 


Ql*  tmmYlJASIX  AlCHXYBS  1718. 


AOffeifrosft  tbek  M>itaAio&0^  and  tho  &rtW  cbsTAateiioa  ^  Gomriiy 
idraly  iJvmiti^s,  «a  b«side  th«  great  diatieaa  of  iheae^  wtfimn  il  gaii»- 
]»lly  drove  ia  wilh  tlifur  alook  ftom  beyond  the  KHlan;  moii«laao^ 
as  was  the  case  last  war,  their  w^bt  will  prore  «a  o?er  bof  thea  Uk 
Hm  Aitwior  pikrtai  tjem  at  this  deaeiU  seaaoA  of  the  jear. 

From  the  gceat  e%tani  •£  o«r  froAtier,  and  the  Iodia«  mode  of  wae 
ftothiqg  trulj  salutary  boc  permap^  oan  be  e^peetod  leom  eiar  aeliBif 
OB  the  defiDsive.  JSzpetieBee  aad  the  nature  of  thiage  pula  thiB 
propoflitiOQ  b^oBd  a  ddrobt,  a  chain  of  pati^  will  yield  som*  d^gno 
of  support  to  the  interior  inhaUtante  and  a  few  iooideatailadvaiBtageB 
haye  resulted  from  that  neasorei  but  in  a  mnontainoua  and  oevered 
Country  of  large  extent  it  is  generally  inpcaotioable  and.fruitleee^  it 
temaina  therefore  tbftt  an  immediate  attack,  on  their  several  towna  m 
the  only  method  under  God  of  bringing  to  an  early  period  this  deso* 
lating  and  barbarous  War,  and  not  iiess  than  three  dj&rent  bodies  of 
men  should  maroh  at  once  or  near  the  same  time,  upon  the  ocoanon, 
one  from  Shamokin  or  Sunbury,  to  proceed  up  the  Susquehanna  to 
a  certain  smaD  town,  the  name  of  which  I  have  not  yet  learned,  but 
where  the  perpetrators  of  some  of  the  late  murders  are  said  to  reside. 
Two  from  Fort  Pitt  of  greater  force  each  than  the  former,  to  proceed 
against  such  of  the  Towns  beyond  the  Allegany  river  a9  may  be 
thought  moat  proper^  these  last  by  taking  ditfafent  routes  or  at  least 
Appearing  to  do  sO;  will  divert  the  Savi^  and  there^  prevent  their 
general  junction,  yet  alwiays  to  be  within  si^>porting  diatanoe  of  eaol^ 
other,  and  may  act  separately  or  in  conjunction  as  prudence  &  Inteli- 
gence  shall  direct  I  shou'd  consider  the  space  of  three  or  four  days 
march  not  out  of  supporting  distance,  provided  the  intelligence  be 
good. 

The  Indians  may  evacuate  their  towns  &  suddenly  flee  off,  this 
they  have  in  their  power  as  well  as  to  fight  or  Iet.it  alone  at  pleasure, 
but  their  huts  and  oom  fields  must  remain,  the  destruction  whereof 
greatly  affects  their  old  men,  their  women,  and  their  children,  whose 
complaints  on^these  alarming  occasions  has  a  native  tendency  to  abate 
^  ferocity  of  the  Watriors,  and  reduoe  them  to  temui  of  better  be- 
haviour* In  case  our  regulav  Troppa  oaanot  seasonably  be  apveA 
for  these  porpoaes,  instead  of  waiting  to  raise  new  BegimoDts  in  ibji 
epinioii  a  number  of  the  militia  in  the  back  Gount/s  of  ViKpnis^ 
Maryland  ft  Pennsylvania,  Ought  to  be  tfikesa  into  aerviee  for  tbei 
Campaign  noder  tiieir  present  Oftoen^  or  sneh  otbera  as  thm  may 
chose,  inese  In.aid  of  some  Oontinental  Xroqw^  the  wbde  uBder  th* 
eommand  of  Qeneral  H^Iotosh,  whom  it's  said  ia  appointed  to  tihaft 
Departmeny  QM17  be  able  to  prevent  that  series  of  Infian  Bavage« 
that  oikerwide  is  toe  likely  to  obtMB«  In  the  apprehenaen  of  sqom 
people  Fort  Detroit  should  rather  be  the  obj0etfft(  an  SzpeditieQ 
imaokediately  formed  against  that  Fortress,  I  am  of  a  y^tfj  diffsrenft 
OfanioB  for  reaaons.so  obvious  as  eit  present  prevents,  as j  giving  ye« 
the  trouble  of  reading  them, 

Bndoaed  I  aettd  you  a  liat  ^  Ott  aevMl  A^  nmt  nOAed  IiidiaB 
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towns  wiihiu  ioJ^nble  reach  of  Fort  Pitt|  their  respective  distancos 
from  that  Poat,  general  sitaation  &  reputed  strength^  Taken  from 
good  aathoritj. 

And  am  Gentlemen , 

with  great  respect 

your  very  humble  serv*, 

A  Copy* 

V'  S.  The  paper  whereon  was  the  number  of  Indian  Towns,  their 
situation,  strength  and  distance  from  Fort  Pitt;  happens  to  be  mislaid, 
80  that  I  cannot  send  it. 


Sam'l  H0NTSB  TO  Joshua  Eldto^  1778, 

Meetohesy  25th  Jnike,  1778. 
Pear  Sir, 

When  I  arrtrecl  h«re  this  Evening  I  found  a  prisoner  some  of  the 
.  Inhabitants  had  taken  up  for  some  misconduct  of  his  in  this  Neigh- 
bourhood, which  you  will  see  by  what  Oatrine  Kinter  told  Robert 
Armstrong  and  John  Meetch,  ^  Prisoner  has  a  kind  of  a  pass  but 
may  be  a  grand  Roffue  for  all,  he  told  me  that  he  was  going  to  Fork 
Pitt,  and  that  People  advised  him  this  was  the  Nighest  way  to  that 
Country,  be  had  a  Qun,  Tomahawk  &  Ammunition  at  the  time  they 
look  him  up. 

I  am  afraid  that  the  most  of  our  County  will  fly  before  we  Get 
any  Relief,  as  I  met  between  thirty  and  fourty  persons  this  day  in  so 
fare  Rideing,  as  the  Indians  has  been  seen  on  this  side  Munoy  hill 
and  one  of  them  killed,  which  has  occasioned  a  number  of  the  In- 
habitants not  fare  from  Sunbury  to  repair  there,  so  by  that  you  may 
form  an  Idea  how  we  are  sircumstanced  in  Northumberland  County. 

I  am  I>  S% 

your  most  obd* 

Humb*  Serv*, 

SAM'L  HUNTER. 

Directed^ 
To  Joshua  Elder;  Esq.,  Pazton. 
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Joshua  Elder  to  V.  P,  Bryan,  1778, 

PaztoD;  Jane  26th,  1778. 
Sir, 

Last  Wednesday  I  received  a  Letter  from  Coancfl  dated  at  Lancas- 
ter 21st  last,  with  a  Resolve  of  Congress  InclosM  &  two  Commissions, 
one  for  Capt.  M^'Culloagh  &  the  other  for  Capt.  Lient.  Yonng  with 
some  other  Papers.  I  was  surpriz'd  that  Council  wou'd  expeet  a 
Company  cou'd  be  rais'd  on  the  Terms  therein  mentioned.  Vis., 
'<  That  the  same  pay,  Rations  &  Subsistance  Money  be  allowed  to 
"  this  Company  as  officers  of  the  like  Rank  &  Soldiers  in  the  Conti- 
'^  nental  Army.  That  each  man  provide  himself  with  Cloaths  &  with 
''  a  Blanket,  and  ^that  eight  Dollars  be  .allowed  to  each  Man  who 
<^  shall  famish  himself  with  a  good  Rifle  &  accoatrements.''  It  woa'd 
be  merely  Impossible  to  expect  a  man  woa'd  find  his  Cloaths  &  a 
Blanket  for  50«.  ^  month,  when  his  pay  woa'd  not  keep  shoes 
on  his  Feet  in  that  Service,  nor  that  he  wou'd  prooi^re  a  Rifle  & 
Aocoatrements  for  eight  Lollars  when  eight  times  that  snm  woa'd 
scarcely  purchase  the  Rifle  alone.  Especially  as  he  can  have  two 
Dollars  ^  Day  for  Labouring  in  the  interior  parts  of  the  State,  & 
Liberty  to  lie  down  at  Night  without  fear  or  molestation.  As  sooa 
as  Capt  M'^CuUough  &  Lieut.  Young  returned  from  Lancaster,  I 
waited  on  them  with  their  Commissions  &  to  enquire  what  Enooor- 
agement  they  had  to  raise  a  Company  on  these  Terms,  they  told  me 
it  was  eighty  Dollars  was  promised  them  by  Council  shou'd  be  eiven 
eacl^  Man,  &  returned  their  Commissions  &  said  they  woa'd  not 
attempt  it  as  they  knew  it  wou'd  be  impossible.  The  back  Inhabi* 
tAUts  are  in  a  distressing  Situation,  I  expect  unless;  the  Enemy  are 
cliecked,  this  Township  will  be  the  Frontier  in  less  than  two  months. 
I  shall  wait  your  answer,  and  bo  assur'd  that  every  thing  for  the 
Bcneflt  of  my  Country  shall  be  done  that's  in  the  Power  o^ 

yonr  most  obedient 

&  humble  Servant, 

JOSHUA  ELDER. 

P.  S.  The  Inclosed  is  a  Letter  from  CoL  Hunter  on  his  way  from 
this  home  which  I  just  now  leo'd. 

Direetedf 

The  honble  Qcorge  Bryan,  Esq.,  Vice  President  of  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Mrs.  EiiiZABBtH  Fbrguson  to  OotrNCiL,  1778. 

Q\>  the  honorable  the  Supreme  Ezeeative  Coaneil  of  the  Oommon 
Wealth  of  Petmsjlyania.     « 

_  >  

Elizabeth  FergnsoD,  of  Orseme  Park,  in  the  Coantj  of  Philadel- 
phia, submits  with  all  proper  Bespect  the  following  Memorial : 

Haying  had  the  unhappineas  of  seeing  my  dear  Hoaband;  Mr. 
Henry  Ferguson's  Name  among  the  proscribed  in  the  Lanoaster 
Paper  of  May  y*  ISth,  It  appears  to  me  to  be  my  Duty,  in  Goose- 
qnenoe  of  the  said-  Pro6oript;on,  to  touch  upon  a  few  Simple  Facts 
relative  to  Mr.  Ferguson's  Gonducti  and  to  present  them  to  Uie 
Consideration  of  your  Honors ;  who,  I  humbly  hope,  will  pay  some 
Degree  of  attention  to  the  peciUiarities  of  my  Situation.  This  I  am 
induced  to  belicTe,  as  in  all  Cases  of  Error,  both  publiok  and  private, 
Disoriminatidn  mpears  to  be  the  Language  of  good  Policy,  good 
Sense,  and  good  Nature. 

Mr.  Fexguscm  left  his  own  Home  in  September  1775,  and  sailed 
in  a  Merchant  Ship  for  Bristol }  his  Business  was  entirely  of  a  do- 
mestic nature  to  settle  some  Family  affigdrs  with  his  Brother,  in 
North  Britain. 

The  Commotions  of  the  Public  increased  so  rapidly  from  that 
Period  of  Time,  that  I,  tho'  warmly  attached  to  the  American  Cause 
myself,  ^^rote  to  Mr.  Ferguson  from  time  to  time)  to  protract  his 
Stay  in  Britain,  hoping  some  calmer  State  would  take  place ;  But 
when  the  Petition  Mr.  Kchard  Penn  carried  from  hence  to  the  Throne 
(of  our  at  that  time  Sovereign)  was  rejected  and  despised,  I  found 
nothing  but  the  Sword  would  decide  our  Grievancei;  Still  as  a  Wife 
it  was  natural  for  me  to  wbh  his  Absence  at  soferitioal  a  period,  and 
all  my  Letters  breathed  that  Sentiment  uniformly- 

In  the  month  of  March,  1776,*  Mr.  Ferguson  embarked  fr(Hn 
Britain  to  Jamaica,  where  he  remained  a  month,  and  then  embarked 
from  thcAce  to  New  York ;  unfortunately  for  me  the  Eve  preceding 
the  Sailing  of  Lord  Howe's  Fleet  He,  anxious  to  get  Home  to  hia 
Farm,  after  so  long  an  Absence,  consulted  some  of  his  Friends  in 
York  which  would  be  the  most  Eligible  Way  to  effect  it,  in  Conse- 

3uence  of  which  they  advised  him  to  go  on  board  the  Fleet,  which  he 
id;  and  marched  up  by  land  from  the  Head  of  Elk.  In  the  Course 
of  his  Bout  he  parposed  crossing  the  Country  to  his  own  House,  but 
on  Inquiry  found  that  was  impracticable,  being  rendered  too  equivo- 
cal in  his  Character  from  the  mode  of  his  return,  to  pass  in  that 
Way  with  Safety. 

I  noTer  knew  'till  the  25th  of  September,  the  Day  preceding  the 
Enemas  entering  the  Capital,  that  he  was  in  America,  when  a  Letter 
was  bro't  me  by  an  unknown  Hand  from  him,  desiring  me  to  meet 
htm  the  next  Day  in  Philadelphia ;  for  the  Truth  of  this  Circum- 
stance I  can  appeal  to  his  Honor  the  Vice  President,  who  happened 

*  See  the  Secretary's  addition  at  the  close  of  the  letter. 
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to  be  at  that  Time  <m  a  traosieBt  Visit  to  aome  of  fata  FrModb  at  my 
House ;  and  to  whom  I  shewed  Mr.  Ferguson's  Letter. 

The  Bay  following  I  met  Mr.  Fergosoa  at  Qermantowiiy  aa  I  oonid 
not  bear  to  see  the  British  Troops  in  possession  of  the  Capital ;  audi 
all  the  Joy  of  seeing  my  Hasband,  tho'  a  thing  I  had  long  ardently 
wished|  was  obscnr^  and  blasted  by  the  mode  of  his  Betum ;  but 
these  are  Httle  Oinmmstanoes  that  I  beg  Pardon  for  troubling  a 
OoAleetlTe  Body  with,  yet  as  my  Heart  is  interested  m  them,  they 
lialaraUy  drop  from  my  Pen, 

Mr.  Ferguson,  within  a  few  Days  after  hia  arrivaly  asked  Captain  H"" 
Kenzie,  l^retary  to  Oeneral  Howe,  to  iolioit  the  Permission  of  the 
Commander  in  Chirf  to  go  out  of  ^e  lines  to  his  own  House  5  the 
answer  was,  ^  Mr.  Ferguson,  I  am  muoh  aurprtied  at  your  making 
*^  Bueh  a  request,  and  would  by  no  meana  have  yea  aak  it^  aa  U  wiu 
^*  not  be  granted.'' 

In  the  month  of  November,  when  from  a  Combination  of  Caoaea 
Our  Prisoners  sustained  most  severe  hardships,  Mr.  Ferguson  was  in^ 
dttoed  from  a  prineiple  of  Humanity  to  take  the  Off ce  of  Commiaaary 
aa  «  temporary  affair,  but  I  think  he  tolct  me  he  would  not  haw  a 
negular  Commission  made  out,  nor  did  he  take  the  Oatha  ooatomarf 
on  those  Occasions.  How  far  he  fulfilled  the  Dudes  of  that  Depart- 
ment to  the  Satiafaetion  and  oom^nrt  of  my  unhappy  Countrymen 
under  Confinement,  I  leave  them  to  determine,  it  being  n  matter 
of  suoh  public  Notoriety,  that  my  aimple  Aaaertion  would  avail 
Little  as  an  Individual,  and  leas  as  a  Woman  or  a  Wife.  Yet  I 
hope  he  exercised  hia  limitted  Power  in  his  Line  of  Duty  in  a  Way 
that  will  afford  him  Comfrot  before  a  Tribunal  greater  than  any 
that  presides  on  Barth.  The  Recollection  ef  this  is  the  only  Con* 
eolation  I  ever  rooeived  fromhia  accepting  the  Employ. 

As  to  my  little  Estate,  it  is  patrimonii  left  me  in  Fee  Simple  hf 
my  Father.*^  The  Summit  of  my  unamlntious  Wish  is  to  remain 
nnmeleated  in  that  Retirement,  which  tho'  a  eonriderable  Traot  of 
Land  from  the  Circumstances  of  tho  Time  and  other  Cauaea  afford  m 
Support  but  with  Frugality. 

I  never  for  the  Spaoe  of  nine  Months  that  the  Enemy  were  here 
came  to  make  a  Stay  of  more  than  lour  Days,  'till  I  oame  to  take 
Leave  of  my  Husband;  And  then^^eral  Washington  did  me  tha 
Honor  of  sending  me  a  pass  unsolicited  on  my  part,  tlk/  mtefull/ 
received,  in  consequence  of  an  intercepted  Letter  frwi  my  Husband 
to  me,  assuring  me  with  preeision  that  tiie  British  Troope  were 
about  departing. 

Will  your  Honors  allow  me  to  mention  one  thing  more,  and  I  am 
done.  My  Husband,  not  being  a  Nativef  of  America,  and  eireum* 
oumstaaced  as  this  Memorial  above  acts  forth,  though  ftom  aome 
part  of  his  Conduct,  in  a  severe  Construction  of  Law,  may  be  deemed 
an  Enemy f  yet  I  mean  to  insinaate  ia  not  a  Ttaitor^  though  he  is 
proseribod  under  that  harsh  Epithet  in  the  Papers.    This  Idea  I  am 


*  Dr.  Grsome.  f  See  addition  at  the  close  of  the  letter. 
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allowed  to  suggest  hy  GMtlemeB  kanied  in  the  Law,  I  modesUy 
luot  it  for  yoQr  Hooots  farther  Im^Nsotion  and  OonsideFation. 

If  in  the  Covrse  of  this  llt^  Narrative  I  may  have  advaneed  any 
thing  foreign  to  the  point  in  Hand,  or  omitted  any  thing  that  was 
neoessary  to  hint;  It  is  hoped  the  worthy  and  respeetable  Members 
wlio  oomfiese  the  Snpreann  Bxeontive  Gonneil,  will  impnte  it  to  the 
bnoranee  of  a  Venale,  whose  lone  of  Writing  has  been  oon&u'd  to 
J^istolary  Stthjeots,  in  a  earelesB  Way,  nnanspitnovs  of  the  Sye  of 
Oritieism  or  severe  Examination. 

If  the  above  reeital  cfeintains  any  Civonmstanees  that  dirow  a  new 
light  on  my  SitoatioBy  and  may  have  a  Tendenoy  to  indnoe  a  Be- 
kzation  in  the  present  Instanee,  the  Obligation  will  be  felt  widi  an 
ingenuons  and  gratefdl  Heart ;  If  on  the  other  Hand  yoor  Honors 
shoold  think  nothing  has  been  advanced  that  ean  prevent  Mr.  Fer- 
g«Bon*s  part  of  the  personal  fistate  from  Forfeitore,  I  most  submit^ 
and  look  on  ii  as  my  Doty  eheerfolly  to  bear  a  Link  of  Uie  Chain  of 
liaavy  Oalamities  inoident  to  a  Civil  War. 

Making  no  Doubt  that  in  either  Case  Jnstioe  and  Candor  wiU  pre- 
side in  your  Cooneils,  under  the  fall  Fproe  of  this  Idea,  I  beg  leave 
to  subsoribe  myself 

ELIZA  FBBOUSON. 

Jnly  lOj  1778.    Andrew  Robeson^  Esq',  attorney  for  Mrs.  Fer* 

Sson,  requested.  That,  agreeable  to  instructions  reoeived  b^  him 
m  the  Petititmer,  the  rollowing  amendments  may  be  made  in  this 
petition,  vis* :  that  March,  1776,^*  be  amended  k  stand  <<  Mar^f 
1777,''  and  that  the  word  inhabitant  be  inserted  in  the  place  of  the 
word  " native" 

T.  MATLAGK,  Bec'y. 
lndor9ed. — "  Bead  in  Council,  June  26.'' 


OoL.  John  Caboih£B8  so  Y.  P.  B&tan,  1778. 

Carlisle;  June  28, 1778. 
Sir, 

The  continued  importunity  of  the  fronteer  Inhabitants  of  this  & 
Bedford  Counties,  for  assistance  of  men,  arms  &  amunition,  to  enable 
them  to  make  a  stand  against  the  continued  incursions  of  the  Indians, 
until  they  could  get  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  (which  is  very  promising 
in  those  parts)  some  how  secured ;  or  until  tney  could  get  relief  from 
the  intended  expedition  agsinst  the  Indian  Towns ;  Obligeth  me  to 
trouble  Council  with  this  Letter. 

Notwithstanding  The  assistance  already  given  by  Countil  &  the 
Board  of  War,  in  the  way  of  arms  t  amunition ;  the  one-third  of 
those  who  ought  to  be  armed  are  not  vet  supplied.  I  Bee*  the 
Council's  Letter  of  the  20^  Instant,*  by  M'  Jno.  McConnal,  with  an 
order  from  the  Board  of  War  for  500"^  of  powder,  1200^  of  lead  ft 

*  See  page  009. 
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80  riflesi  but  tlicfare  was  no  letd  to  be  had  here,  nor  aay  riflee  in  repair; 
I  was  obliged  therefore  to  take  40  Muskets  in  Lien  of  part  of  the 
rifles  ordered,  which  by  no  means  satisfied  the  people  appljiag. 
John  Harris,  Esq^,  one  of  oor  jrepreientatives  in  Asaemblj,  &  Cm. 
MoAlevjr,  of  Bedford  oounty,  was  with  me  yesterday,  aapposagit 
to  be  in  my  power  to  jsend  more  militia  to  their  assistance,  at  tbe 
same  time  aledging  that  without  pretty  Jjarge  assistance  ftom  the  inte- 
rior parts  of  this  State,  the  fronteer  would  "by  no  means  be  able  to 
save  their  crops,  which  at  this  time  appears  to  be  a  very  imporiut 
matter.  In  oonsequenoe  of  the  order  of  Oonncil,  Datedat  LaiMUter, 
the  25  of  May  Last,  I  ha?e  sent  out  the  first  Glasses  from  the  4*^  & 
7^  Battalion,  to  Kishycoquiiles  &  Standing  Stone  Valley ;  Th^ 
turned  out  y^  poorly,  not  more  than  60,  &  with  great  Diffioaltj 
we  got  those  few  armed,  as  the  inhabttsnts  up  that  way,  when  efer 
they  got  arms  in  their  hand  whether  puUio  or  private  would  by  no 
means  part  with  them,  not  knowing  the  hour  when  they  might  be 
attacked  in  the  way,  or  in  their  houses ;  l>nt  this  guard  «  so  eouA 
for  so  extensive  a-fimnteer,  that  the  inhabitants  wants  that  eoofideooe 
&  security  necessary  for  the  preservation,  of  their  orops,  and  without 
some  further  assistance  of  men,  arms  &  lead,  the  inhabitants  of  tbit 
county,  Bedford,  and  Northumberland,  upon  the  river  Su8qab«]»,& 
Juniata,  will  be  obliged  to  fiy  and  Leave  their  haryists,  whieh  with- 
out doubt  will  reduce  hundreds  of  families  to  the  utmost  Distress. 
The  English  army  being  now  left  the  State,  perhaps  Congress  may 
find  it  in  their  power  to  allow  some  assistance  from  the  lower 
counties  Militia,  to  those  distressed  people,  making  no  donbtbot 
these  counties  will  gladly  Embrace  the  opportunity  of  acknowledging 
former  favors  of  tira  like  kind.  Whether  Congress  has  any  other 
Stores  of  Lead  than  those  here,  I  know  not;  but  notwith^nding 
the  order  from  the  Board  of  War,  for  1200"^  we  could  not  obtsm 
100"^.  These  people  are  waiting  with  great  impatience,  ud 
hoping  that  Council  will  do  every  thing  in  their  power  for  their  relief. 

I  am  with  respect, 

Sir,  Tour  very  Humble  Servent, 

JNO.  CABOTHBRS,  L.  C.C 
Directed^ 

The  Hon.  (}eorge  Bryan,  Esqr.,  Vice  president  of  the  Commoa- 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


I  Cha'S  POtTIT  to  V.  P.  BSYAN,  lt78. 

I  Camp,  English  Town,  30'^  June,  1778. 

i  Sir, 

I  Application  has  been  made  to  the  Quarter  M'  i&eneral,  by  some 

r  of  the  Inhabitants,  of  your  State,  to  receive  pay  for  some  Teams  eap- 

I  tnred  by  the  Enemy  pn  the  surprize  of  the  Troops  under  the  command 

I  of  Qen^  Lacey.    As  this  Body  of  Troops  was  composed  entirely  of 
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Militia,  and  -aoting  sefMurat^  from   tbd  Continental   Army,  Hib 
BzoeUaDey  the  Commander  in  Chief,  recommends  that  the  Matter 
be  referfed  to  the  Exeontive  Council  for  Settlement,  in  order  that 
ihe  whole  aharge  for  Militia  Service  may  be  brought  in  together. 
I  hsva  the  Honour  lo  be|  with  ^eat  Bespect, 

Sir, 
Your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant, 

CHA'S  PETTIT  * 

A.  Q.  M.  Oen. 
IHrectedf 

Honble  George  Bryan,  Esqr.,  Y.  President  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 


Db,  Wm.  Smith  to  Sbo'y  Matlack,  1778. 

Agreeable  to  M'.  Matlack's  Desire,  D'.  Smith  takes  the  Liberty 
to  remind  him  of  making  out  the  Certificate  of  Discharge  mentioned 
this  morning,  &  D'  S.,  will  call  for  it  between  one&  two  o'clock  to 
Day. 

June.  S0%  Tuesday. 
Directed^ 

To  Kmothy  Matlack,  Es^"*,  Sec'y  of  y  State  of  Pennsylva. 

Prest. 


Instructions  to  th»  Shbrutt,  1778* 

Philadelphia,  July  1, 1778. 
Sir, 

I. am  directed  by  the  Ccunoil  to  remind  you,  that  it  is.your  duty, 
as  Sheriff,  to  take  into  your  possession  the  personal  estate  of  those 
persons,  in  your  County,  who  have  been  adjudged  to  have  forfeited 
the  same  by  refusing  to  take  the^oath  or  affirmation  of  allegiance  to 
the  State.  It  may,  perhaps  be  proper,  to  lot  the  heurs  of  those  per? 
sons  know,  that  the  Grain,  Grass,  &c.y  growing  on  tlie  ground,  are 
part  of  the  r«a^  estate,  and  therefore  not  forfeited.  This  may  be 
necessary  to  prevent  any  loss  which  may  arise  to  the  heirs,  from  an 
apprehension  of  these  things  being  forfeited  as  personal  estate. 

/   I  am  with  great  respect 

Your  yery  humble  servant, 

T.  M. 

To  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Northampton. 

*  See  page  628. 
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It  will  not  be  neeesflary  to  remove  the  penonel  eetateimmedniely 
after  taki&g  inventory  thereof,  when  the  poaoeBpoiB  will  give  eeenri^ 
for  their  delivery  on  demsnd ;  mnoh  leas  will  it  be  proper  to  mSl 
immediately^  As  in  some  eases,  epplfeations  may  be  made  is 
Connoil  for  lenity,  uid  the  possibility  of  this  onght  aol  to  be  ftre- 
olosed. 


BOUTB   OF  THS  A&MT,  1778. 


From  English  Town  to  Spottswood  is 

to  N.  Bmnswick 
to  Samp  Town 


English  Town;  Jnly  1, 1778. 

9  Miks. 
9 


to  Springfield  via^  \ 
Scotoh  Plains   ) 

to  Newark 

to  Slottordam  near  1 
Aquakanack       j 

to  Paramns  Ohoroh 

to  Kakeato 

to  King's  Ferry 


7 
12 

9 

12 

10 

14 

9 
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The  whole  Armv  to  march  to  morrow  moming^^at  2  o'Cloek,  from 
folli    '     ^  * 


the  Left,  in  the  following  Order: 

2*  Line  under  the  Marqms  de  la  Fayatto. 

1  Weedon's       )  4  2«  Maryland 

2  Hnghlenbnrg  V  Brigpides  5  Maxwell's  (on  Comnd 

3  2«Marylaa     )  6  Park  of  ArtiUeiy. 

Left  wing  nnder  Lord  Stirling 

7  Patterson's  "l  Brigades 

8  Leamed's    >  nnddr  the 

9  aiover's     J  Baron  de  Eaib 


f  018«  Pennsylvania")  Bri 

4  11  2*  Ditto  ^  C  mw 

u    tl21«« Ditto  3  Wi 


Brigadfls 

under 

Wayne. 


Bight  wing  under  Gen^  Lee,— but  now  commanded  by  the  Baron 
Stenben. 

18  Huntington's)  ri6  N.  Carolina) 

14  Yamum's       f  Brigadee  i  17  Seotf  s         V  Brigades 

15  Poor's  3  I  18  Woodford's  ) 


On  a  Medium,  the  Army  to  marefa  10  Miles  a  day,  more  or  hn 
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toeordinff  to  the  OonvenieDoy  of  Water :  afHer  every  three  day'B 
March,  they  are  to  halt  one. 

Maxwell's  &  Morgan's  Corps  to  remain  to  cover  the  Country. 

Abo,  a  Detaeh'd  Command  of  Col.  Nath>  Quest. 

JXreded, 
For  Timeihy  Matfade,  'Bixf^  from  his  humble  Serv*,  John  Parke. 

Indorsement, 
From  Col*  J.  Parke,  July  1, 1778. 


CouKCOL  TO  Chablbs  Pmttit,  Q.  M.  0.9 1778. 

Philadelphia,  2«  July,  1778. 
Sir, 

Council  were  not  a  Hide  surprifled  at  the  Seeding  of  yov  favovr 
of  the  ZQ^  Jvane,*  covering  Appraismenta  &  Certifioatea  oonceming 
the  Teams  lost  by  Gen*  liaoey,  in  the  surprise  at  the  ^llet,  in 
PhiladelDhia  County*  Council  have  business  enough  of  their  own, 
i  no  inclination  to  interfere  with  the  Quarter  Mas'  €kn^  or  other 
Continental  officers.  This  state,  at  the  special  instance  of  Congress, 
has  indeed  named  proper  persons  to  purchase  clothing,  provisions  & 
horses,  &  handed  to  them  money  for  these  purposes,  but  Council 
mean  not  to  settle  with  any  of  the  persons.  In  the  present  case,  besides 
the  impropriety  of  undertaking  to  settle  the  accounts  of  Congress, 
there  is  no  money  in  the  hands  of  Council  for  payment  of  themi 
without  which  the  adjustment  would  be  of  no  avaiL  The  reason 
you  give  for  referring  these  sufferers  to  the  Executive  power  of  this 
state,  '^  that  the  whole  Charge  of  the  Militia  Servioe  may  be  brought 
in  together,  is  not  easy  to  comprehend,  unless  the  Quarter  Master 
Oen*  &  Commissaries  of  provisions,  &  stores,  mean  to  send  to  Council 
the  Accounts  of  Waggon-hire,  Tents,  &c.,  Rations  &  Ammunition 
supplied  to  the  Militia  for  settlement. 

It  is  the  Wish  of  Council,  that  every  department  of  the  Military 
Service,  would  perform  its  own  business.  The  Gentlemen  intrusted 
have  surely  the  Dest  opportunity  of  serving  the  public  with  propriety, 
dispatch  &  eoonomy.  Departures  from  this  rule  constantly  introduce 
mistake,  waste,  &  delay,  k  many  other  mischiefs.  The  Council| 
therefore,  decline  intermedling  with  this  business. 

I  am,  S^, 

DirecUdf 
To  Ooh  Ckarlea  Pettit^  Deputy  Quarter  Master  Qenertl. 

*  See  page  620. 
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Jambs  Claypoolb  to  V.  P.  Bktan,  1778. 

York  Town,  2«  July,  1778. 
Hon"*  Sir 

Oa  my  arrival  here,  I  had  the  honor  of  being  preeented  mth  jm 
favor  of  the  24  Ult" ;  k  tho'  I  had  the  pleasure  of  apeakiDS  witk 
yoa  on  the  sabject  matter  of  it  when  at  Lanoaeter,  yet  thought  ii  a 
duty  to  take  this  notice  of  it,  especially  as  I  have  been  disapp(nntei 
in  returning  to  Lancaster  so  soon  as  might  be  expected. 

To  strengthen  the  executive  authority,  is  certainly  a  matter  of 
much  importance ;  but  tho'  we  have  been  afflicted  with  fthe  Lon  of 
our  worthy  President,  yet  I  conceive  the  supreme  executive  Cooncil 
are  still  vested  with  all  the  Powers  of  exeentive  government;  and 
as  the  Enemy,  by  all  Acco^,  either  have,  or  very  shcnrtly  will  evacu- 
ate the  Capital,  cannot  think  a  little  delay  of  the  election  of  a  Coon- 
oillor,  will  be  any  prejudice  to  the  Commonwealth. 

I  again  waited  at  the  Door  of  the  Council  Chamber  before  I  came 
oft,  and  (me  of  the  Hon'ble  members  oame  out  k  totd  me  he  thoaght 
it  beet  for  me  to  settle  my  businefls  here  &  return  to  Lancaster  u 
soon  as  convenient  5  believe  shall  set  off  in  the  morning,  k  be  ready 
at  any  risk  to  execute  any  matter  which  may  be  thought  all  Dutj 
in  obedience  to  your  k  tiie  Hon'ble  Oouncil'd  orders. 
I  am,  Sir, 

With  the  greatest  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  Serv', 

JAMBS  CLAYPOOLB. 

Directed^ 
To  Hon^^'  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  Vice  President  of  Pennsylvania- 
Pavored  by  Jno.  Ord,  Esq. 


Lt.  Sam'l  Hunter  to  V*  P.    Betan,  1778. 

Fort  Augusta,  July  4th,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  Bearer  of  this  Letter  carrys  with  him  Dispatches  and  Intelli- 
genee  of  the  most  alarming  and  serious  Consequence;  by  his  ao: 
counts,  Wioming  will  not  long  be  able  to  oppose  the  Ei^idprogretf 
of  the  Enemy,  in  that  Case  we  cannot  say  when  the  will  stop,  aod 
Lancaster  County  must  soon  tell  their  Ravages.  For  partioularswe 
must  refer  you  to  Mr.  Baldwin,  we  have  not  LanguaM  to  paint  theoon- 
sternation  of  this  county,  must  therefore  implore  tne  moetstreDOOOS 
and  imme^te  exertions  of  Government  for  our  Support ;  to  add 
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more  would  only  be  wasting  the  time  of  the  Express,  and  everjr  mo- 
ment is  precious. 

I  am,  Sir, 

With  great  respect, 

Y'  most  obed*  H^ble  Sery*. 

SAM'Ii  HUNTEB,  Lieat.* 

seesairfc 
iideraole 

of  A.mmunition. 

Directed f 

Honorable  Ckorge  Bryan,  Esqr.,  Yioe  President  of  y*  Executive 
Council,  Philad*. 


P.  8.  Four  hundred  stand  of  Arms  will  be  neoeesarr  for  oom« 
pleatly  arming  the  militia  of  this  County,  and  a  considerable  supply 


Lt.  Ab&'m  Seinnbr  to  Y.  P.  Bbtan,  1778. 

Sir, 

Mr.  Francis  Johnson,  who  will  deliver  yon  this,  has  given  his 
word  of  Honor  for  the  appearance  of  Mr.  James  Koche,  who  is  a 
suspected  person,  &  lately  from  New  York;  Gen'l  Arnold  finding  that 
Hr.  Boche  had  taken  the  oath  to  the  States,  conceived  that  it  was  in 
your  Jurisdiction,  as  we  could  not  see  you^  and  I  am  obliged  imme- 
diately to  go  to  Camp,  I  have  taken  the  Liberty  to  acquunt  you  of 
the  matter  in  this  way ;  he  acknowledges  that  he  is  lately  f^  New 
York,  and  from  what  I  observed  of  him  while  I  was  prisoner  there, 
I  had  reason  to  believe  him  to  be  a  British  officer.  This  is,  how- 
ever, submitted  to  your  Enquiry. 

I  am.  Sir,  ^ 

Your  Ob^  Hnmb.  Serv*. 

ABM.  SKINNEB, 

L*  !•*  Penn*  Beg*. 

Mr.  Johnson  Lodges  at  Mr.  Howard's,  2d  Street 

Direciedf 

To  the  Hon'bl Bryan,  Esqr.;  Vice  Piendent  of  the  Execu- 
tive Cbci]x9L  ^ 

*  See  Colon.  Sec,  ToL  XL,  p.  628. 
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Adam  BsiaABT  to  John  HambbighTi  1T7& 

LanoB«ter,  July  5di,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  Sorrey  to  trabel  yon  with  those  fne  Linesi  bat  can  pot  help 
it;  yoo  know  that  I  have  a Kamber  of  horees  boaght  for  the  Publio 
Saryioe^  &  Gapt  Bobart  Smithy  of  Maryland|  Leight  Draggoos,  got 
an  Order  for  them  from  Counselli  but  has  not  taken  the  horses  aw&y. 
I  wrote  last  week  to  Mr.  John  Coz^  A.  Q.  M.  O'l,  bnt  Received  do 
answer^  ao  that  don't  Know  what  I  shall  do  in  the  matteri  as  tke 
Horses  are  fit  for  Serrice,  and  must  midonbtley  be  wanted  at  Camp, 
do  therefore  beg  that  yon  will  aanst  me  in  getting  them  of  my  haadfi^ 
as  I  am  hartley  tired  of  keeping  them,  and 

You'll  Oblige  yonr 

Very  Hnmble  Servant, 

ADAM  REIOART. 
To  John  Hambright^  Baqr. 


T.  MatiiAok  to  Rbv,  Thos.  Coombb,  Jr.,  1778. 

Phfladelphia,  Jnly  6, 1778. 
Sir, 

If  yoa  wish  to  obtain  a  Pass  to  New  York,  It  will  be  neceasaij 
£or  yott  to  make  an^  application  to  Council  in.  person,  or  in  writlogf 
Setting  forth  that  you  decline  to  take  the  test  and  pray  lea^  to  retire 
out  of  the  State.  I  shall  give  attention  to  your  applieation,  and  ei- 
pedite  the  business  without  delay,  and  am     ^ 

Your  very  hmlble  Servant, 

T.  MATLACK.* 
Directed^ 
The  Reverend  Thomas  Goombe,  junr.,  Bsq.    Present 


^••••••^•i^-* , 


Robert  Levers  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  1778. 

Hasten,  July  6lh,  1778. 
Sir, 

Capt.  Patterson,  abo^iaa  hotir  ago  oadie  to  tbis  Phoe,  and  gan 
me  the  disagreeable  Account  of  a  large  Body  of  Indians.aod  Tori^ 
having  cut  off  the  Settlements  at  Wyoming;  and  also  that  anol!bor 
Party  are  at  Cushietung,  on  Delaware,  and  I  am  in  continual  app^' 

•  See  Col  Bee.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  625-427. 
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benrion  of  nnfaappy  Oonseqnenoes,  as  the  Settlements  from  Cnsliie- 
tuDg  to  this  place  are  scattered  and  thin.  I  Judged  it  necessary  to 
take  Oapt  Pftttetwm's  Qiali&oatiolii  which  I  have  the  Honouj^  here 
to  enclose. 

The  aboye  Qentleman  has  retomed  bade  over  the  Mountain,  to 
give  every  necessary  Assistance  in  his  Power,  and  to  put  the  MiliUa 
vre  have  collected  together  in  the  best  possible  dispoAtioUy  in  case 
the  Enemy  should  atteaipt  to  march  ^ro  the  Country  to  this  Town^ 
trhioh  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  conjecture  may  be  their  nelt  ob- 
)ect)  unless  a  proper  Force  can  be  timely  collected  to  oppose  tbem^ 
and  an  experienced  and  brave  <Acer  especially  appointed  to  com-* 
Skrand  that  Force.  Two  Companies,  eonsisting  of  about  Eighty  mea 
of  the  Contitiental  ThK>p0,  are  stutioned,  I  understand,  at  PocodO| 
or  the  Second  Blue  Mountain,  at  one  John  Lerne's,  whither  the  Mi- 
fitia,  I  believe,  are  repairing.  John  Leme'e  is  about  Twenty  Five 
miles  from  Easton,  and  I  believe,  about  Forty  from  Wyoming. 

Powder  and  Lead  are  both  wanted  herer  ezeeedingly,  for,  I  under- 
stand by  the  Deputy  Quartermaster  Oeneral,  that  all  the  ammuni« 
tion  ha»  been  lately  sent  from  hence. 

When  I  waited  on  your  Honour  last  week  at  Philad*,  I  really 
forgot  to  mention  any  thing  as  to  the  Effects  in  my  hands,  entrusted 
hy  his  Excellency  the  late  President  |  and  as  Iron  is  no w^  sold  at 
ifhelsea  Foige,  where  the  Two  Tons  of  Iron  bought  lies,  at  Two 
Hundred  Pounds  ^  Ton ;  whether  the  Iron  shall  remab  there  yet, 
or  be  sold  at  the  advanced  Price,  vthicb.  woud  be  a  Gain  of  One 
Hundred  Pounds.  And  what  shall  be  done  with  the  Twenty  Bar- 
lels  of  Indigo  in  my  Possession.  Should  I  hear  with  Certainty  of 
any  Advances  of  the  Enemy  this  way,  I  shall  esteem  it  my  dutv  to 
send  the  Public  Reeords  to  Philadelphia^  unless  countermandea  by 
Order  of  Council. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  subscribe  myself, 

SIti  your  Honours  most " 

obedient  humble  Servant| 

ROBEET  LBVBRa* 

Dtreeted, 

On  Public  Service-^ 
To  the  Honorable  George  Bryan^  Esquire,  Vice  President  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania; 
Jphiladelpfaia.. 

.  By  Mr.  William  Levers  Express. 

*  Bee  Col.  Rep.,  Vol,  XI.,  p.  628. , 
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Council  !co  Thos.  Halb  and  N.  Wbatjbb,  1778. 

Oentlemen, 

Th«  petition*  presented  by  jott  hnn  been  considered  by  the  Coon* 
dl  vith  that  rei^eot  wtiieh  is  due  to  a  representatiQn  from  their 
fellow  citixensy  and  I  am  directed  to  inform  jon  That  the  Council 
feel  themselves  obliged  by  the  advice  of  th^r  constituents  on  all 
occasions,  and  more  particularly  so  in  the  present  time  <3i  difficulty 
and  distress.  That  evidence  respecting  property  now  in  the  dty 
belonging  to  the  enemy,  will  be  thankfully  received  by  Mr.  Robert 
Smith,  Capt.  Peel,  jM[r.  Massey,  and  Mr.  Shriner,  the  commiasionen 
appointed  and  duly  authorised  by  law  to  seize  such  property,  and 
they  will  take  the  prji^er  measures  to  secure  it  lor  the  use  of  thB 
state.  That  the  Gentlemen  may  be  assured  that  the  Council 
strongly  feel  and  greatly  lament  the  hardships  and  difficoltiea  w* 
the  Whigs  have  suffered  in  this  state,  and  that  they  are  heartily 
disposed  to  give  the  distressed  every  relief  and  assistance  in  their 
power ;  but  the  Council  is  not  possessed  of  authority  to  fix  the 
prices  of  goodSi  and  would  remark  that  Congress  and  the  Le^la- 
tnre  have  lately  declined  such  regulations  as  bdng  inezpedieol. 
That  As  to  ^<  concealed  enemies/'  it  is  the  duty  of  every  good  citi* 
sen  to  make  diligent  enquiry  after  them,  and  to  report  what  Uiey 
know  of  them  and  of.  their  efifects  to  the  Magistrates  and  Commis- 
sioners :  but  it  is  too  evident  that  there  is  a  great  unwillingneBS  in 
the  people  of  the  city  to  ^ve  the  necessary  information  ag^nst  the 
disaffected.  This  subjects  bo&  the  Council  and  the  Chief  Justice 
to  very  great  difficulties.  That  the  Council  are  willing  and  ready 
to  adopt  any  effectual  and  lawful  measure  which  may  be  proposed  to 
do  justice  to  the  Friends  of  liberty;  but  the  appointing  of  persons 
as  recommended  in  the  petition,  '^  with  powers  and  directions  to 
<«  make  a  general  seuch,  to  seise  suspected  persons,  take  inventories 
f <  of  merchandize  as  well  Ss  Furniture,  &c/'  is  not  within  the  aatho- 
ritv  pf  the  Board ;  and  if  this  measure  were  adopted  it  would,  {mto* 
bably,  be  opposed  by  the  best  Friends  of  liberty  as  a  most  arbitrary 
ezercHse  of  assumed  authority ;  or^  if  submittea  to,  would  establish 
a  precedent  which  would  have  the  most  dangerous  tendency  to  set 
up  in  the  executive  branch  of  Government  an  arbitrary  power  de-' 
stractive  of  the  liberty  and  safety  of  the  people;  theiWore  the 
Council  cannot  think  of  appointing  such  persons  or  pretend  to  give 
such  powers. 

That  the  guards  mentioned  in  the  petition  have  already  been 
fixed  by  Major  Ceneral  Arnold,  at  the  request  of  Council,  and  will 
be  continued  as  long  as  there  shall  appear  to  be  occasion  for  it. 

« 

*  This  has  net  been  found. 
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I  beg  yon  will  please  to  lay  ihia  before  tho  Gentlemen  who  signed 
the  aboye  mentioned  petition,  and  assure  them  that 

I  am  with  great  respeot, 

their  most  obedient 

&  yery  hnmble  serrant, 

T.  M  * 

Dtrecteij 

To  Tho^  Hale  &  Nich*  Weaver. . 
Philad^  July  7, 1778. 


•U'k 


LtEUT.  John  Wbtzkl  to  Vicb  Pmsideot  Bbtaht,  1778. 

Northampton,  July  8, 1778. 
Sir, 

jnsti  now  we  Beeeived  A  Letter  from  Gol>  Strond  of  the  6^  Batt* 
of  Northampton  County  militia,  Informiog  us  that  a  body  of  Indians 
and  Whitemen  are  upon  their  march  to  the  Settlements  upon  Dela- 
ware, they  being  Discoyered  at  the  mouth  of  Lahawazin  and  moying 
towards  Shaholy.  By  the  bests  Information  we  Beeeived  we  Learn 
that  Wyoming  is  Finally  Destroyed,  upon  which  we  have  Ordered 
out  half  of  the  Batt>  of  the  County ;  but  by  all  ^e  Accounts  it  is 
not  a  Sufficient  number  to  withstand  their  Force,  as  we  suppose 
this  to  be  a  DifFerent  Number  from  those  at  Wyoming,  which  by 
those  that  made  their  Escape  their  number  is  supposed  to  be  between 
Seven  and  Eight  Hundred. 

Sir,  we  Humbly  beg  your  Interposition  on  the  Premises,  &  am 
with  Due  Submission  your  Humble  Servants. 

JOHN  WETZEL,  Lieut.,t 
JOHN  CHAMBERS,  Sub  Lie«. 
Directed  J 

To  His  Honour  George  Bryan,  Esq^  Vice  President  in  and  for 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Philadelphia. 

*  See  Col.  Roc.,  VoL  XI.,  p.  528. 
t  See  CoL  Beo.,  Yol.  XL.,  p.  626,  681. 
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T.  MatIiAck  to  Jovju  D«  Sugsa97i  1778. 

PhiladdpIiiAy  Jol;  9, 1778. 
Sir, 

I  oongntolate  yon  on  the  present  happy  aspect  of  our  aflUra  it 
general^  as  well  as  the  partioolar  wished  for  event  of  oar  repossesainf 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  Its  Inhabitants  in  general,  Whig  £ 
Tory  throughout,  appear  to  be  fully  reoonoiled  to  indoMideBcy,  and 
acknowledge  their  detestation  of  the  conduct  of  their  formerly 
reputed  best  friends  the  British  troops. 

The  situation  of  things  in  this  olty,  renders  your  presence  here 
absolutely  necessary  as  soon  as  it  is  possible.  Among  many  other 
thince  which  cannot  be  delayed,  is  the  case  of*  a  ship  which  atruek 
on  the  Gheyeaux  de  Frize  and  sunk.'  M'  Beverage  claims  her  by 
right  of  purchase  of  the  enemy,  and  has  entered  his  claim  in  the 
Admiralty  court ;  the  Council  conceiv)^  her  to  be  the  property  of  the 
state. 

The  Assembly  is  called  to  meet  the  4th  of  neit  sumtii  in  this 
city,  to  enter  on  business,  of  which  there  is  enough. 

I  have  the  orders  of  Counoil  to  request  that  yoa  will  not  dday 
your  coming  a  moment  longer  than  is  dbso^utsLy  necessary. 

I  am,  with  grdat  respect. 

Tour  most  ob*  hmble  servant, 

T.  M. 

DireclBd, 
To  J.  D.  Sergeant. 
To  the  Care  of  the  Rev.  Elihu  Spencer,  in  Trenton. 


Lt.  Jacob  Morgan  to  V.  P.  Bryak,  1778. 

Beading,  July  11th,  1778. 

Sir, 

We  Bcceived  the  Inclosed,  ^  Express,  from  Colonel  Hunter, 
Lieutenant  of  Northumberland  County.  You  See  by  the  contents 
the  Necessity  they  are  under  for  want  of  Assistance,  we,  therefore, 
thought  it  our  Duty  td  Forward  it  to  Council  ^  Bxpressi  and  by  all 
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Mcovnii  we  have  teoeiv'i,  Hiej  are  in  a  tbij  Dia^saiag  OonditfoDi 
thay  Inhabitaate  Daily  Leaving  ihmx  Habilalioni. 

I  am,  Sit,  with  Doe  fegardi 

Your  HonoQT^fl 

meet  Obedient  Hnmble  Servaat, 

JACOB  MOBOAN,  L.  B.  C. 

Directed, 
To  the  Honourable  Oeotge  Bryan,  Esq^.,  Vice  Pretfdent 


Lt.  Saml.  Huntbr  to  Commahbbrs  of  MiUTUy  1778. 

Fort  AngQBta,  9  Jnly,  1778. 
Gentlemen, 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  yon  of  the  present  distressed  sitnation  of 
this  Connty.  I  suppose  oefore  this  Gomes  to  hand  yon  will  be  in- 
formed of  the  Carnage  which  happened  at  Wioming.  The  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  West  Branch  of  the  Sosqnehannah  have  snfiered  almost 
as  much,  tho'  not  at  one  time,  therefore  not  so  severely  felt,  how- 
ever, both  Branches  are  almost  evaouated|  and  from  all  appearances 
the  Jowns  of  Northumberland  &  Snnbnry  will  be  the  Frontier  in 
less  than  twenty-four  hours.  The  Inhabitants  of  both  Towns,  with 
A  few  of  the  Fugitives  from  the  upper  parts  of  the  County,  seem 
determined  to  make  a  stand,  but  how  long  they  can  do  it  seems 
ver^  precarious,  aud  indeed,  without  assistance  from  other  Counties, 
their  stand  will  be  very  short,  in  which  case  your  &  other  Counties 
must  experience  the  Calamities  we  now  feel  by  being  the  Frontier. 
Nothing  but  a  iBrm  reliance  on  Divine  providence  and  the  Virtue  of 
our  neighbours,  induces  the  few  to  stand  that  remain  in  the  two 
Towns,  and  if  they  are  not  very  speedily  reinforced  thev  must  give 
way,  but  will  have  this  Consolation,  that  they  have  stood  in  defence 
of  their  liberty  k  Countiy  as  long  as  they  could,  and  that  the  want 
of  assistance  alone  obliges  them  to  retreat.  Injustice  to  the  County 
^Gentlemen)  I  must  bear  testimony  that  the  states  never  applied  to 
It  for  men  in  vain.  I  am  snre  the  whole  state  must  know  that  we 
have  reduced  ourselves  to  our  present  feeble  condition  by  our  read}* 
ness  to  turn  out  upon  all  occasions  when  callM  upon  in  defence  of 
the  common  cause.  Should  we  now  fall  for  want  of  assistance,  let 
the  neighbouring  Counties  reconcile  to  themselves,  if  they  can,  the 
breach  of  brotherly  love,  Charity,  and  every  other  Virtue  which 
adorns  and  advances  the  Human  species  above  the  brute  Creation. 
I  shall  not  attempt  to  point  out  particular  cruelties  or  barbarities 
that  have  been  practised  on  our  unhappy  Inhabitants,  but  assure  you 
That  for  the  numberi  history  affords,  in  no  Instance,  of  more 
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haatfcenish  OioeUy  or  batam  barbarity  than  haa  been  ezbiliiied  ia 
thia  County ;  I  shall  only  add  that  a  few  hundred  men,  timely  seat 
to  Sunbury,  to  act  in  ponjunotion  wUh  the  People  who  mean  to  rtand 
there,  or  prooeed  farther  up  the  Country  as  oooasion  may  require, 
will,  in  aU  human  profattbility,  saTO  numbera  of  lives,  and  prefent 
tiie  depredations  threatened  by  the  savages  on  other  Counties.  I 
should  be  glad,  Gentlemen,  to  hear  from  some  of  you  as  soon  u 
possible,  that  we  may  know  what  assistanee  we  are  to  expect  firon 
TOUT  County  ;  eould  the  men  aooomjpany  the  answer  it  would  be  (he 
better,  as  you  may  belieye  me  no  time  should  be  lost,  or  all  thifl 
Gount7  is  lost,  and  the  fate  of  other  Counties  hangs  on  as  slender  a 
thread  as  this  did.* 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

with  duo  respeot, 

Your  Very  Humble  Senrent, 

SAMUEL  HUNTBB,  lieat. 

DtrecUdp 

To  Colonel  Henry  Shoemaker,  Col.  Hiohael  Lindawood|  and 
other  Commandeia  of  Militia  in  Berks  County. 


Matthew  Smith  to  Y.  P.  BnTAX,  1778. 

Paxtang,  July  12th,  10  O'OIoek,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  am  this  Moment  arrived  at  Mr.  Harrises  Ferry,  &  Just  now 
Behold  the  Greatest  Scenes  of  Distress  I  ever  saw,  Ihe  Numeroos 
poor  Ban  away  from  their  habitations  &  left  their  all,  &  several  ft- 
milys  have  lost  part,  kill'  &  soalp*;  on  the  Betreat  the  most  Cniel 
Butcheries  Ever  known  is  practised,  wounded  and  others  thrown 
into  fires  while  yet  living ;  the  Inhabitants,  however,  are  much  dis- 
tressed, the  Wiomine  people  are  undoubtedly,  by  the  last  Aoc^i 
entirely  Defeated ;  Northumberland  county  is  Evacuated,  not  more 
than  one  hundred  men  with  Col*  Hunter,  at  Sunbury;  the  Blao 
Mountains  is  now  the  frontier,  &  I  am  afraid  Lancaster  coantj 
sbortlv  will  follow  the  Example  of  the  other  county ;  the  Stores  at 
Carlisle  is  something  veiy  considerable — I  Doubt  not  their  Objeot  is 
to  Destroy  that  place.  I  am  inform'  there  is  not  that  Care  taken 
thatehould  be,  1  think  it  would  be  Necessary  to  appoint  someOare- 
fttl  Officer  at  that  place  that  would  Do  the  Duty  more  punctaaL 

This  party  is  lai^,  have  Col*  Butler  at  their  head,  100  Begohr 
Koops  at  first,  about  the  same  Number  of  Tories,  but  is  Bneieas' 

*  See  Ool.  Baeozds,  Yol.  XI.,  p.  631. 
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to  two  or  three  times  that  Number,  Seven  hnndred  IndianB  all 
arm'  in  a  most  formidable  manner  Every  one  of  ihem,  Ezclosive  of 
Oans  and  Tomabacks,  as  nsual ;  Each  one  bath  a  large  Spoontoon^  and 
as  soon  as  Engag'  Rushes  on  in  a  most  Dreadful  manner;  it  is  said 
they  have  field  pieces  or  Swivels,  ft  a  Number  of  light  Horse. 

It  is  the  Earnest  Request  of  all  friends  to  their  Country,  as  well 
BB  your  Humble  ServS  that  something  shall  be  done  in  y*  Greatest 
Last ;  be  pleas'  to  send  an  Order  for  what  arms  is  Ready  at  Lancas- 
ter &  Hummelstown,  also  for  Amunition,  &  I  shall  Exert  Every 
Nerve  in  forwarding  matters  to  the  spot  the  men  shall  Colleot. 

I  am^  IK  Sir, 

Tour  most  ob*.  Serv*. 

MATTW  SMITH. 
Geo.  Bryan,  Esqr. 


Peteb  Db  Haven  to  Col,  T.  Matlaok,  1778, 

Hummels  Town,  July  12, 1778. 
Sir, 

This  Day  there  was  20  or  SO  familyes  passd  threw  this  town,  sum 
from  Buflo  vallew  and  from  Sansbarry,  &  sutn  familys  from  this  side 
of  Peters  mountain,  Yomin  is  taken  &  most  of  our  People  have  left 
Sunbary,  and  are  Coming  down  ;  those  People  inform  us  that  their 
is  200  Wagons  on  the  Road  Coming  Down  in  a  Day  or  two.  I  was 
this  Day  at  Mr.  Elders  Meeting,  after  Sarmant  Col.  Clark  &  Col. 
Bodgers  Maid  a  Parpatick  to  the  inhabitants  for  to  Turn  out 
about  100  Men  as  Volunteers ;  they  Agreed  to  Gall  the  Betallions 
to  Gether  on  Tusday  to  see  what  Number  of  Men  would  turn  out  ^ 
^ey  applied  to  me  for  sum  Arms,  which  I  Promis  to  Let  them  havo 
50  or  60  with  out  your  Consent,  as  it  was  so  Distressing,  &  you  was 
80  fir  of  that  I  Could  not  get  an  order  from  you.  I  should  be  Glad 
to  know,  the  first  opportunity,  if  you  Don't  think  it  will  be  Prudent 
to  Move  the  Factory  to  French  Crick  or  to  Philad%  or  to  sum  other 
Place  wher  you  May  think  More  Safe,  if  our  Enemy  should  be  ad- 
mited  to  Come  Lower  Down :  it  won't  be  in  My  Power  to  Get  one 
Wagon  to  Move  Aney  of  our  arms  &  tools  from  that  Place,  so  I 
should  be  Extremly  Abledge  to  you  if  you  would  Lay  it  before  the 
Gounsvl,  &  send  up  My  Directions  how  I  shall  act,  &  in  so  Doing 
yon  will  very  much  Abledge  your  Friend  & 

Humble  Servant, 

PETER  DE  HAVEN. 

Directed, 
To  Col.  Timothy  Matlaok,  Sec'y,  Philadelphia. 

27* 
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Wm.  Maclat  to  Oottncil,  1778. 

Pazion,  Jolj  12^,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  write  yoQ  tfais  Letter  with  Seluettnoe,  as  I  am  oertaitt  it  rnvt 

give  pain  to  any  man  of  SeDability,  to  be  informed  of  thediBtrened 
itnation  of  our  Frontiers.  I  left  Sanbory,  and  almost  my  whole 
Property,  on  Wednesday  last.  I  will  not  trouble  yoa  with  a  Beoh 
tal  of  the  inconveniences  I  suffered,  while  I  brought  my  Family  by 
water  to  this  Place.  I  never  in  my  Life  saw  such  Scenes  of  diBtresa 
The  Rivgr  and  the  Scads  leading  down  it  were  oovered  with  meO| 
women  and  children,  flying  for  their  lives,  many  without  any  Pro- 
perty at  all,  and 'none  who  had  not  left  the  greatest  part  behind; 
In  short,  Northumberland  County  is  broken  up,  Col.  Hunter  oal^ 
remained  using  his  utmost  endeavours  to  rally  some  of  the  Inhabi* 
tants,  and  to  make  a  stand,  however  short,  against  the  Enemy.  I  left 
him  with  very  few,  I  cannot  speak  with  certainty  aa  to  numbers,  but 
am  confident  when  I  left  him  he  had  not  one  hundred  men  on  whom 
he  could  depend.  Wioming  is  totally  abandoned,  scarce  a  single 
Family  remai^ned  between  that  Place  and  Sunbury,  when  I  came 
away.  The  Panic  and  Spirit  of  Flight  has  reached  even  to  this 
Pkce,  many  have  moved  even  out  of  this  Townabip,  and  almost 
every  one  is  thinking  of  some  place  of  greater  security.  Tou  will 
scarce  be  able  to  give  me  Creait,  when  I  assure  you^  That  if  the 
same  Body  which  aefeated  Col.  Butler  at  Wioming,  would  follow 
pp  the  Blow,  they  may  without  difficulty  penetrate  to  Carlisle.  Some- 
thing, my  Dear  Sir,  must  be  done  to  restore  Confidence  to  the  dee* 
Son£ng  and  flying  multitude,  and  to  make  them  face  the  Enemy 
epend  on  it,  Sir,  the  Country  will  be  lost  without  some  vigorous 
measures.  For  GK)d's  Sake,  for  the  sake  of  the  Country,  let  CoL 
Hunter  be  reinforced  at  Sunbury — send  him  but  a  sinale  Oompaoji 
jf  you  cannot  do  more.  Mrs.  Hunter  came  down  with  me.  As  ho 
IS  now  disinoambered  of  his  Family,  I  am  convinced  he  will  do  e?eiy 
thing  that  can  be  expected  from  a  Brave  and  determined  man.  I 
must  mention  to  you  with  Freedom,  an  opinion  That  has  prevailed, 
fmd  done  great  hurt  on  the  Frontiers,  via.,  That  no  men  or  Belief 
would  be  sent  to  them.  The  miserable  Example  of  the  Wioming 
People,  who  have  come  down  absolutely  naked  among  us,  has  ope^ 
ated  strongly,  and  the  Cry  has  been,  let  us  move  while  we  may,  and 
let  us  carry  some  of  our  Effects  along  with  us.  It  was  to  no  pa^ 
pose  that  Col.  Hunter  issued  Orders  for  assembling  the  Militia,  and 
the  whole  County  broke  loose.  Something  in  the  way  of  Charity 
ought  to  be  done  for  the  many  misorablo  objects  that  croud  the 
Banks  of  this  River,  especially  those  who  fled  from  Wioming;  they 
are  a  people,  you  know,  I  did  not  use  to  love,  but  I  now  most  sin* 
oerely  pity  their  distress.    The  women  and  ohildreo,  in  general,  are 
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BOW  micmd  oat  of  Northnmberiaiid  Comitj,  and  I  oaniiot  but 
hope  that  the  men  will  most  ohearfiilly  return,  with  the  first  Troops 
that  go  up  that  wav.  We  are  told  every  hour  of  mcMre  and  more 
Mur&fs  oommitted  by  the  stragling  Savages.  We  hope  great  part 
of  this  vague  Intelligenee  may  proTo  without  Foundation.  The  Ex- 
press waits,  so  shall  not  enter  into  particulars  of  that  kind— am  in 
great  Haste,  Dear  Sir,  with  sincere  Regard, 

T'  most  obed^ 

&  most  H'ble  Serv^ 

WM.  MACLAr. 
Directed, 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esquire,  Secretary  to  tho  Hon'ble  Execu- 
tive Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

^  favour  of  Mr.  Eokert. 


Gbn.  Armstbonq  to  V.  ?•  Bbyak,  1778. 

Carlisle,  12th  July,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  favour  of  the  6th  Inst.  I  have  lately  reo',  ft  am  sorry  for 
the  various  embarrassments  laboured  under  by  Council,  more  espe- 
cially at  this  critical  hour  when  these  more  than  Savage  YiUians  of 
the  North  have,  in  eonjuuotion  with  the  Indians,  taken  the  advan- 
tage of  this  busy  season  to  give  this  State  a  Severe  blow.  I  mean  more 
particularly  the  painful  flight  of  the  populace.  Roads  ft  Rivers 
crowded  with  miserable  objects  who  have  left  behind  not  only  part 


you 

toshe's  Express  of  this  day,  to  the  Board  of  War.  I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  know  the  Generals  Orders  respecting  the  Frontier  of  this 
State,  but  find  him  a  prudent  man  ft  susceptible  of  advice.  The 
Troops  he  sends  off  this  day  for  the  Sasquehanah,  (about  three  hun- 
dred, and  Forty  that  marched  before  for  the  Standing  Stone,)  to  be 
Commanded  by  GoU.  Brodhead,  will,  I  hope,  not  only  revive  the 
Ihinting  Spirits  of  the  back  Inhabitants,  but  also  draw  a  oonsider- 
aUe  number  of  them  to  join  the  Continental  troops.  Gkneral  Pot- 
ter lives  near  Sunburry,  ft  will,  I  hope,  be  joined  by  a  number  of 
Militia  at  present  in  the  style  of  Volunteers,  who  without  doubt 
ought  to  be  paid^so  that  he  ft  Ooll.  Broadhead  will,  we  trust,  be 
Me  to  Check  the  fiurther  descent  of  the  virulent  Mr.  Butler  ft  his 
tawney  adherents.  If  they  shou'd  fail,  and  the  Enemy  appear  to 
tocrease  ft  fiurther  penetrate  the  coun^,  I  shall,  God  willing,  aa- 
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eeiid  ihese  modiituns  with  as  many  as  will  follow  under  the  verj 
sensible  frailty  of  natnre  at  this  intempeiate  season,  and  the  BiiU 
more  sensible  want  of  many  neoessarys.  In  the  mean  time,  doabt- 
ing  nothing  of  every  exertion  of  Gonncil  in  their  power,  and  to  whioh 
Congress  or  the  Board  of  War  on  a  free  eoi^ferenoe  cannot  h\l  to  le- 
oede,  nor  poQsibly  require  the  use  of  argument  to  prove  the  praeat 
an  important  object  of  Continental  concern.  The  letter  I  last  wiote 
yon,  with  the  Copy  then  enclosed,  together  with  this  hasty  scnwl, 
yon  may,  if  yon  think  proper,  shew  to  the  honorable  the  President, 
or  any  other  member  of  Congress,  or  the  Board  of  War.  That  ad- 
dressed to  the  delegates  of  this  State  oontain'd  only  a  few  hints  or 
out  lines  for  farther  explication,  but  have  not  been  so  happy  as  to 
receive  the  Gentlemen's  thoughte  on  them.  I  know  the  interesting 
objecte  of  Uie  East  naturally  drew  their  attention,  but  our  tells  n- 
quire  us  ahra  to  observe  the  setting  Sun. 

With  respect  to  an  expedition  against  Fort  Detroit,  I  do  assnrs 
you  a  syllable  of  it  shou'd  not  have  dropped  from  me  had  it  not 
been  so  openly  talked  of,  &  without  any  apparent  reserve,  bat  am 
still  of  opinion  that  in  present  circumstances  the  enterprise  is  to- 
tally inelligible,  &  that  this  position  admite  of  moral  certainty. 
I  am.  Sir, 

with  much  esteem,  your 

most  humV  Servant, 

JOHN  ABMSTBONQ. 

Even  the  Continental  troops  want  flinta 
Direcied'f 

On  Public  Service— 

The  Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esqr.^  Vice  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania^  Philadelphia. 


Lt.  Sam'L  HU17TBB  TO  SUPRBMK  ExKCUTIVB  COUNCIL,  1778, 

To  Hb  Excellency  The  President  and  The  Hon*  The  Executive 
Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen, 

The  Calamities  so  long  dreaded,  and  of  which  ye  have  been  more 
than  once  informed  must  fall  upon  this  County  if  not  assisted  by 
Continental  troops  or  the  Miltia  of  the  neighbouring  Cov^ties,  now 
appear  with  all  the  Horrors  attendant  on  an  Indian  war ;  at  this  date 
The  Towns  of  Sunbury  and  Northumberland  are  the  Frontiers  where 
a  few  Virtuous  Inhabitente  and  fugitives  seem  determined  to  stand, 
Tho'  doubtful  whether  To-morrow's  sun  will  risevon  them,  freemeni 
Captives  or  in  eternity.  Yet  relying  on  that  being  who  never  foieakes 
the  virtuous,  and  the  timely  assistence  of  the  Government,  which 
they  have  with  Zeal  and  vigour  endeavoured  to  support,  they  »y 
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th^y  will  remaiii  as  long  as  they  oan  without  inonrring  the  censure 
of  suicide.  The  Oarnage  at  Wioming,  the  devastations  and  murders 
upon  the  West  branch  of  Susquehanna,  On  Bald  Eagle  Creek,  and 
in  short  throughout  the  whole  County  to  within  a  few  miles  of  these' 
Towns,  (the  recital  of  which  must  be  shocking)  I  suppose  must 
before  now  have  reached  your  ears,  if  not^you  may  figure  yourselves 
men,  women  and  children.  Butchered  and  scalped,  many  of  them 
after  being  promised  quarters,  and  some  scalped  alive,  of  which  we 
have  miserable  Instances  amongst  us.  People  in  crouds  driven  from 
their  farms  and  habitations,  many  of  whom  have  not  money  to  pur- 
chase one  days  provision  for  their  families,  which  must  and  already 
has  obliged  many  of  them  to  Plunder  and  lay  waste  the  farms  as  they 
pass  along.  These  Calamities  must  if  not  speedily  remedied  by  a 
reinforcement  of  men  from  below  ^inevitably  ruin  the  frontier,  and 
incumber  the  interior  Counties  with  such  numbers  of  indigent  fugi- 
tives unable  to  support  themselves  as  will  like  locusts  devour  all 
before  them.  If  we  are  assisted  to  stand  and  save  our  crops,  we  will 
have  enoujsh  for  ourselves  and  to  spare,  you  need  be  under  no  appre- 
hension of  any  troops  you  send  here  suffering  for  want  of  provisions 
if  they  come  in  time,  before  the  few  who  yet  remain  are  obliged  to 
give  way,  with  men  it  will  be  necessary  to  send  arms  and  ammunition 
as  we  are  ill  provided  with  them.  Gentlemen,  ye  must  all  know  that 
this  County  cannot  be  strong  in  men  after  the  j^numbers  it  has  fur- 
nished to  serve  the  united  states.  Their  applications  to  us  for  men 
were  always  complyed  with  to  the  utmost  of  our  abilities  and  with 
the  greatest  alacrity ;  should  our  supplications  now  be  rejected  I  think 
the  survivors  of  us,  (if  any)  may  safely  say  that  Virtue  is  not  re- 
warded, I  have  only  to  add  that  A  few  Hundreds  of  men  well  armed 
and  immediately  sent  to  our  relief  would  pievent  much  bloodshed, 
confusion  and  devastation  through  many  Counties  of  this  State,  as 
the  appearance  of  being  supported  would  call  back  many  of  our  fu- 
gitives to  save  their  Harvest  for  their  subsistance/ rather  than  suffer 
the  inconveniences  which  reason  tells  me  they  do  down  the  Country 
and  their  with  their  families  return  must  ease  the  people  below  of  a 
heavy  and  unprofitable  Burthen,  These  oppinions  I  submit  to  your 
serious  Considerations. 

And  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen  with  due  respect 

your  very  Humble  Servant, 

SAM'L  HUNTER,  Lieut 

Sunbury,  12th  July,  1778. 

Dirededy 

To  His  Excellency  the  Preside  &  the  Hon*  the  Executive  Council 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

fav'  by  Captain  )  , 

Lincoln.  J 
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Jacob  Mobqan,  Jr.,  to  V.  P.  Bbtak,  1778. 

Betdbg,  July  Uth,  1778. 
Hon*  Sir, 

I  am  in  hopeg  our  oorrespondenoe  will  not  brake  off  althongh  I 
have  no  news  to  write  you.  I  would  beg  yon  will  when  any  tning 
new  happens  let  know  it  as  soon  oportnnity  will  offer. 

I  give  yon  joy  of  the  aniyal  of  the  French  fleet  and  ambasadorey 
Suppose  ere  now  war  must  be  deelared  between  FraUee  and  Briton. 
I  expect  '.Hourly  to  hear  something  great  from  themi  what  do  yon 
think  of  the  whole  British  Fleet  surrendering  to  them  and  the  army 
to  the  United  States  at  York. 

I  should  be  glad  of  your  opinion  respecting  Trade,  will  the  British 
Fleets  be  obliged  to  leave  the  cost  of  America,  or  will  they  still  oon- 
tinue  to  Harrass  our  Trade,  will  not  the  French  send  Convoys  to 
guard  our  Merchantmen  to  and  from  their  Gountery  and  IslandL 

My  best  respects  to  the  Hon^'*  Qen"  of  the  Council  &  Seo'y. 

I  am  Hon*  8ir,  with 

rincair  regard  yoar 

most  obed*  Servant, 

JACOB  MOBQAN,  jr. 

P.  S.  What's  become  of  my  worthy  Friend  Col.  Bayard,  hope  ha 
is  well  and  has  been  to  see  yon  in  the  City. 

IHreciedf 
H'ble  Qeo.  Bryan. 


ClBCULAE  OF  CoUKOHi,  1778, 

The  following  draft  of  a  circular  letter  was  read  in  Oonncil  and 
agreed  to,  vis*: 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  July  14, 1778. 

Sir, 

The  attack  which  has  been  made  by  the  indians  and  others  on  the 
Frontiers  of  this  State  having  been  laid  before  the  Gonmss,  Mid  a 
consultation  held  between  the  Boaid  of  war  and  Council,  they  have 
agreed  upon  the  following  arranzement  for  defence,  to  wit : 

A  Detachment  of  CoL  HarUey's  regiment  to  march  from  New 
jersev  to  Easton,  there  to  join  CoL  Kowats,  who  has  under  his  com- 
mand a  small  number  of  horse.  The  remainder  of  Col.  Hartley's 
rcg*,  now  in  Philadelphia,  to  march  immediately  to  Snnbury  and 
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join  the  two  compBtites  lately  raued  at  Wyoming.  Ool.  Broadhead'a 
regiment,  now  on  their  march  to  Pittsbarghy  to  be  ordered  to  the 
Standing  Stone.  For  this  pnrpose  you  are  to  order  out  the  fint| 
eeoondy  thiid|  ft  even  the  fourth  class,  if  it  be  necessary,  to  make  np 
this  number ;  the  men  most  be  had.  Bat  it  is  neoessary  to  add  to 
these  continental  troops  a  considerable  body  of  militia ;  Council  have 
therefore  determined  to  order  to  Sunbury  three  hundred  militia  from 
the  county  of  Northumberland,  four  hundred  from  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  from  the  county  of  Berks ;  to 
the  Standing  stone,  three  hundred  from  the  county  of  Gumberlandy 
and  two  hundred  from  the  county  of  York )  to  Easton,  from  the 
ooanty  of  Northampton,  three  hundred  men,  and  from  the  county  of 
Berks,  one  hundred  and  fifty  men. 

You  are  therefore  to  exert  yourself  to  get  into  the  field  three  hun- 
dred men  of  the  militia  of  your  county,  and  march  them  immediately. 
It  is  expected  that  there  is  Ouns  sulBoient  in  your  hands  to  arm 
them.  Ammunition  and  Provisions  will  be  supplied  to  you  by  order 
of  the  Board  of  War. 

The  arrival  of  a  powerful  fleet  from  France,  having  a  considerable 
number  of  troops  on  board,  with  orders  to  act  in  conjunction  with 
the  Continental  Army,  and  now  actually  blocking  up  the  British 
Fleet  in  the  harbour  of  New  York,  has  induced  the  Congress  to  de- 
termine to  make  a  vigorous  effort  to  destroy  the  whole  British  force 
now  in  that  city,  and  there  appears  to  be  a  reasonable  ground  to 
hope  for  success  in  the  attempt.  This  determination  makes  it  highly 
improper  to  detach  any  part  of  the  main  army  for  the  defence  of 
the  frontiers.  If  the  attempt  to  reduce  the  whole  British  force 
should  be  crowned  with  success,  it  will  undoubtedly  be  attended  with 
the  most  salutarv  effects  in  removing  the  enemy  from  the  frontiers ; 
as  it  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  they  must  see  the  impossibility  of 
their  continuing  with  any  hope  of  success^  their  attack  on  us,  when 
we  shall  be  able  to  employ  our  whole  force  against  them.  And  we 
are  confident  that  the  blow  given  by  the  Indiana  will  be  severely  re- 
venged before  the  war  with  them  will  be  dosed. 

[To  the  foregoing  are  appended  the  following  (apparently)  notes  or 
memorandums  to  be  further  used.    A.  &  B.] 


A. 

The  arrangement  of  the  board  of  War.  They  Expect  Militia  to 
join — promise  ammunition,  ft  orders  to  the  Commissary  for  victuals 
—Stations  for  Militia  to  repair  to  Arms  as  the  Case  may 

be,  at  Northamp.,  Reading,  Lancaster  or*  Hummelstown,  Orders 
issued  to  furnish  these.  Classes  ordered  ft  numbers  to  be  aimed  at. 
Blockade  of  N.  Y.  by  Land,  ft  port  Shut  by  Frenoh  fleet,  w*^  as  it 
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pfomiBM  by  one  Cftpital  Stroke  to  fioiBb  tbe  war  in  thk  Conntryv 
requires  all  attention^  &  the  keeping  entire  the  Army.  Therefore 
no  detaohment  oan  be  ezpeotecL 

To  Northampton. 

There  is  at  the  town  of  Northampton  a  saffioient  number  of  Arms 
to  Rapply  any  defioiency,  which^  howeyeri  we  hope  will  not  be  eoa* 
aiderable. 

Cumberland  and  York. 

To  be  supplied  from  Carlisle  by  the  board  of  War,  and  if  this 
supply  is  not  sufficient,  application  must  be  made  to  M'  Rittenhonse 
&  M'  Dehayen,  at  Hummelstown. 

Berks  &  Lancaster. 

To  apply  to  Wm.  Henry,  Northumberland  &  Northampton.* 

Delaware  may  be  defended  by  Northampton  &  Ntiw  Jersey 
Militia. 


B. 

!■*,  2**,  third,  &  even  fourth,  if  necessary,  to  raise  their  numbers. 
Same,  or  to  use  such  other  means  as  are  in  y  power  in  the  present 
distressed  situation. 

Northampton  county,  300.     Easton. 

Northumberland  co.,  Sunbury,  300. 

Cumberland  co.,  Standing  Stone,  300. 

Berks  co.,  150  Sunbury,  300.    150  to  the  Eastw<,  150 


Lancaster  co.,  Sunbury, 
York  CO.,  Standing  Stone, 


to  the  West^. 


Chester  co.; 
Bucks  CO., 
Fhilad*  co., 

Northumberland  to  Sunbury, 

Berks, 
Lancaster, 


400. 
200. 

1800. 


Bedford. 

800,  &  two  Companies  raised  at 

Wyoming  h^t  winter. 
150. 
400. 

850 


PENNSYLVANIA.  ABGHIVES  1778.  641 

Standing  Stone. 

Cnmberlaad,  '         300        Eaaton,  Northampton,    800 
York,  200  Berks,  150 

500  450 


&  Broftdhoad's  reg*  300 
Juljr  14,  1778. 


Wm,  Lbwis  to  Col.  Matlack,  1778.  ^ 

July,  14th,  1778. 

Peter  Deshong,  who  is  one  of  y«  Persons  mentioned  in  a  Proolii- 
maUon  issued  by  the  hon^*|  y*  President  &  Conncil,  as  having  com- 
mitted  Treason  ag^  this  State,  and  who,  eonsoions  of  his  Innoeence, 
has  sorrendered  himself,  ft  entered  Security  for  his  appeafanoe  in 
Order  to  abide  by  his  Trial,  informs  me  that  about  two  of  the  Clock 
yesterday,  when  he  was  from  Home,  his  House  was  surrounded  by 
a  Party  of  Men,  armed  with  Clubs,  who  were  in  search  of  him  for  y* 
avowed  Purpose  of  Revenge.  As  none  of  those  Persons  were  known 
to  M'  Deshong's  Family,  the  Law,  you  will  readily  conceive,  cannot 
possibly  lay  hold  of  them,  in  Order  to  prevent  them  from  running  into 
Excesses  of  Violence.  In  this  Situation,  his  own  Safety  requires 
him  to  absent  himself  from  home,  leaving  his  Family  disturbed  with 
the  greatest  Apprehensions.  The  Beason,  therefore,  of  my  troubling 
you  at  present  is,  that  if  you  approve  of  my  Proposal,  you  would 
please  to  mention  to  y*  Council  the  necessity  and  Propriety  of  issuing 
a  Proclamation  setting  forth,  that  as  the  Civil  Authority  is  now 
reestablished  in  this  City,  those  who4iave  offended  ag^  the  Laws  of 
the  Land  will  be  called  to  answer,  and  punished  according  to  their 
Demerits ;  and  therefore  forbidding  the  taking  of  private  Kevenge. 
A  step  of  this  Kind,  it  appears  to  me,  may  prevent  much  Bloodshed 
and  Oppression,  as  this  is  not  the  only  Instance  by  Many  of  takinff 
Beveuffe  out  of  the  Course  of  regular  Proceedings,  And  therefore  I 
hope  the  Council  will  fall  upon  this  or  such  other  Measures  to  pre- 
serve  Peace  &  good  Order,  as  to  them  may  seem  meet  &  expedient. 

I  am.  Sir, 

T'  HubL  serv*, 

WM.  LBWIS. 

Direciedf 
Colonel  Matlack,  Fsent. 
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Bartrem  GAiiBaATTH  TO  V.  P.  Geo.  Bbyak,  1778, 

LaB<»8ter,  14«'  Jnlyi  1778. 
Sir, 

Yesterday,  at  noon,  I  reo'd  tbe  Alarming  Tntelligenoe  of  Eigbi  w 
Nine  hundred  British  Troops,  Tories  &  Lidians,  coming  down  the 
East  Branch  of  Susquehanna  driving  all  before  them ;  it  is  Said 
they  have  taken  three  of  oar  Forts  at  Weyoming,  or  near  to  it ;  out 
of  one  of  which,  four  hundred  of  our  men  Sallied  out  upon  the  Ene- 
mie,  (not  ezpeoUoff  them  to  be  such  a  Number)  &  that  only  Sixty 
escaped,  since  whicli  the  Enemie  have  burnt  the.  people's  habitations 
thereabouts.  On  Sunday  morning  last,  the  bulks  of  the  Susque- 
hannsyfrom  Middletown  up  to  the  blue  Mountain,  were  intirely  oled 
with  the  Inhabitants  of  Nortimmberland  County,  who  had  moved  off, 
as  well  as  many  in  the  Biver,  in  Boats,  Canoes,  fi  Bafts  &c.  Indeed, 
tbe  Inhabitants  of  Wioonesco  Valley,  which  is  about  twenty-five 
miles  above  Harris's  ferry,  in  this  County,  were  moving  on  Sunda v  last, 
ft  that  the  People  lower  down  were  thinking  to  follow.  This  I  had 
from  Cap*  Scott,  a  Man  of  Yeraoity,  who  was  up  at  Oarver^smill  for 
his  Sister,  the  wife  of  Col*  Hunter,  ft  spake  with  a  Lieutenant  of  a 
Cmnpany  that  was  Stationed  at  Weyoming  ft  was  in  the  Action ;  he 
also  seen  Six  of  the  wounded  men  that  were  bro*  down.  In  the 
meantime,  Fm  venturing  the  Priviledge  of  calling  the  Glass's  of 
Militia  that  were  ordered  to  hold  in  readiness  some  time  agoe  to  March, 
altho'  has  not  appointed  their  randisvouse  before  Saturday  nixt, 
against  which  time,  I  hope  to  have  your  orders,  that,  should  tbe 
remaining  three  Classes  be  too  many  they  may  be  countermanded 
(one  Class  of  the  four  has  don  duty  as  Onards.) 

It  is  really  a  Melancholy  afiair  for  tbe  Inhabitants  of  North- 
umberland, as  well  a  many  of  this  County;  for  should  they  not  get 
their  Crops  cut,  or  some  part  of  them,  the  poor  people  will  be  en- 
tirely ruined;  as  many  of  them  has  been  obliged  to  come  off  without 
the  necessarys  of  life,  or  wherewlthall  to  purchase,  leaving  their 
Stocks  behind,  ftc.    In  haste,  I  wait  the  orders  of  Council, 

and  am  your  most  ob't 

H'ble  servt, 

BAETKEM  GALBBAITH,  Lt 

Lanoaster  County. 

Directed. 
To  Geo.  Bryan,  Esq'r,Yioe. President  for  the  State  of  Pennsylv'a. 

y  Express. 
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Gmsctu  70  D.  RmmBwsn,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  July  14, 1778. 
Sir, 

Gonnoil  have  just  nowrdoeived,  fbr  the  first  time,  iDformation  that 
the  Gongrees  have  granted  am  order  in  fayoor  of  Gonnoil,  abont  amonth 
aeoe,  for  the  ram  of  one  hundred  Thousand  Dollars  on  aooount  of 
Cloathiog  purehased  by  order  of  Gongress*  It  is  absolutely  neees- 
sary  that  jou  possess  yourself  of  this  money  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
for  this  puj^se  a  ioumey  to  York  will  afford  you  an  opportunity  of 
exercise  which  will  contribute  to  your  health,  JEhe  onler  ia  lodged 
at  the  Treasury  Board,  where  you  will  please  to  apply  for  it. 
*  As  a  friend,  I  much  fear  that  this  business  will  interfere  with  the 
necessary  care  of  your  family,  in  their  remoyal  to  this  city,  but  the 
distress  of  the  Gommissioners  for  purchasing  Cloathing  is  such  as 
must  move  compassion  in  the  hardest  heart. 

The  enclosed  order  of  Gonnoil  will  authorise  you  to  receive  the 
money  above  mentioned. 

Hy  fiunily  arrived  here  on  Sunday  afternoon  in  good  health. 

I  am,  affectionately, 

Your  Fr'd  &  yery  hm'ble  servant, 

T.  M. 
Directed^ 

To  David  Bittenhouse,  Esq',  Treasurer. 


Board  op  War  to  Counctl,  1778. 

The  Board  of  War  are  about  eonoertiag  Measures  for  the  Defeneo 
of  the  Froftiieni  of  this  State,  &  would  be  glad  to  confer  at  General 
Arnold's  with  any  members  of  the  Hon.  Ooaneil  they  think  most 
capable  of  giving  Information  &  Advice  on  the  Subject.  The  Board 
wait  the  Answer  of  Council. 

July  14th,  10  O'clock,  A.  M. 

Directed^ 

.    To  Hon.  Goundl  of  Pennsilvania. 
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Council  to  Boabb  of  Wab,  1778. 

PhiladelpUa,  July  15, 1778. 
GenUemeiii 

The  Coanoil  have  ordered  the  following  number  of  militia  into 
Service  for  the  defence  of  the  frontieti  viz., 

From  Northomberlandi  300  ^ 

From  Lancaster,  •  .  .  400  V     to  march  to  Sunbory  850. 

From  Berks, 150  J 

FromBerks,  .....  150)      to  march  to Easton 460. 
From  Northampton,   .  800  ) 

From  YoA  ^'^'^^  [  [  200  }      ^  "^^^  ^  ^'"*^"«  ^*^®  ^• 
The  famishing  these  several  posts  with  ammunition  the  Board  of 
War  are  the  most  competent  judges  of,  both  as  to  the  qoantitj  neces- 
sarj  and  the  ability  of  the  continent  to  aff<»d  a  plentiiol  sopply. 

Directed, 

To  the  Hon'ble  Board  of  War. 


Council  to  Agents  of  Forfbitsi)  Estates,  1778. 

16  July,  1778. 
Gent% 

Council  have  been  informed  that  you  have  seiied  some  salty'&jwr- 
haps  other  goods,  not  the  property  of  persons  attainted  by  or  under 
the  Act  of  Assembly,  in  pursuance  of  wh^  you  act,  on  oonsideratioa 
that  this  step  exceeds  your  authority,  &  may,  it  is  to  be  feared,  bring 
you  into  into  the  predicament  of  Trespass,  you  are  advised  to  desiat 
from  detaining  the  goods  in  question.  Goods  left  behind  or  abaii- 
doned  by  the  British  merchantSi  or  others  not  attainted,  or  not  known, 
will  more  regularly  fall  under  the  notice  of  the  Sherif,  as  the  agent 
noticed  &  acknowledged  by  the  Common  Law.  The  safe  line  of  con- 
duct  of  every  officer,  or  agenty  is  to  keep  within  his  proper  Duty.  By 
this  he  will  avoid  many  inconveniences. 

Council  will  consider  of  the  case  of  the  possessors  of  the  Salt^  &e., 
&  do  therein  as  shall  appear  to  be  proper. 

I  am,  &c, 

By  order, 

T.  M.,  Sec'y. 
Dtreetedj 
To  the  Agents  for  forfeited  Estates  for  City  of  Phila. 
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Council  to  Wm.  Henry.  1778. 

Philadelphia,  Julj  16, 1778. 
Sir, 

Th9  Oonnoil  have  ordered  the  lientenanta  of  4he  eonntj  of  Lan- 
<tester  and  Berks  to  call  on  jon^or  what  arms  may  be  necessary  to 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  militia  now  ordered  into  seryfoe  from  these 
Counties,  and  if  arms  cannot  be  had  at  Oarlisle,  the  Lieut's  of  York 
&  Cumberland  will  also  apply  to  you  to  make  up  their  deficiencies. 
These  demands  you  will  please  to  comply  with  as  fkr  as  may  be  iu 
your  power. 

The  arrangement  for  the  Frontier  defence  is 

Part  of  Col.  Hartley  reg*  now  in  Philad*  about  100 

Two  Wiominff  Companies  (uncertain}  100 

Militia  from  Lancaster,            ...  400 

Berks,                  .          ...  .150 

Northumberland,           .   *    .  .     800 


Tomaroh  to  Sunbory 

Part  of  Col.  Hartley's  reg'  now  in  New  Jersey, 
Northampton  Militia,  .        ,        .        . 

Berks  «  .... 

Col.  Kowati's  horse,  .... 

A  small  comp'y  under  Col.  Buder. 

atEaston 

Col.  Broadhead's  reg^  (perhaps), 
Cumberland  Militia,          .... 
York, 


1050 

80 

.      300 

150 

20 

20 

570 

250 
800 
200 

760 

A  vigoroua  attack  on  New  York  is  determined  on  while  the  French 
fleet  blodc  up  t^e  harbour,  and  there  is  reason  to  hope  for  success  in 
the  measure. 

YoQis  &e.    . 

Direetedy 
To  Wm.  Henry.  Esq. 


646  PENNSTLYANIA  ABOHIVES  m$. 

Col.  Andrew  Boyd  to  V.  ?•  Brtan,  1778. 

Sadsbnry,  ISih  Jalj,  1778. 
Sir, 

Havbg  ihiB  morning  met  with  jesterdvv'fl  newspaner,  whioii  eon- 
tuns  a  proolamation  from  the  Supreme  &eeative  Coiuieil  oiering 
a  reward  for  Jamea  Fits  Patiick* 

I  apprehend  that  Council  either  has  forgot  or  hath  not  been  iih 
formed  of  his  partner  Mordecai  Dougherty,  who  hath  always  been 
with  Fitspatrick  in  his  roberies,  both  of  men  &  money,  who  Fits 
stiles  his  Lieutenant,  Dougherty  is,  or  was  an  inhabitant  of  Bast 
Malbovough  Ohester  County,  and  a  certain  Jonathan  Jones  of  the 
same  County  was  at  the  takeins  of  Mr.  Luchey  and  I  believe  En- 
sign Burgandine,  since  which  I  have  not  heard  of  him,  but  Mordecai 
Dougherty  you  may  be  ashured  is  equaUy  guilty  with  Fits  PatrieL 

I  am,  with  real 

respect  your  Honours 

▼eiy  Httto»  SerrS 

AND'W  BOYD,  8.  Lt 
Dtreetedf 
The  Hona*  George  Bryan,  !Bsq.,  Philadelphia. 


4«i«» 


Board  op  War  to  V.  P,  Brtajt,  1778. 

War  Offioe,  July  16, 1778. 
Sir, 

Th4s  mominff  we  reoeiTed  some  letters  from  Carlisle,  by  whioh  we 
find  that  Oen.  M^^Intosh  was  informed  of  the  ravages  of  the  Indians 
at  Wyoming,  in  consequence  of  which  Jbe  osdered  Col.  Brodhead  wi^ 
his  reg*  up  the  Susquehanna,  to  stop  the  progress  of  the  enemy,  & 
encourage  the  militia  to  stand  in  th^r  own  defence.  He  was  ordered 
to  take  some  spare  amunition  with  him.  We  suppose  he  marched  the 
12th  inslani. 

The  inclosed  letter  of  .Gen.  de  Haas,  we  send  for  yourpemsal| 
We  propose  desiring  him  to  march  with  all  tha  men  hia  cak  colleot, 
&  to  give  him  orders  to  draw  amunition  &  o^er  necessaries  for  the 
purpose.  This  voluntary  offer  of  Gen.  de  Haas  gives  us  great  plea- 
sure, we  doubt  not  it  will  prove  beneficial,  in  proportion  to  the 
numbers  who  join  him;  and  trust  it  will  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
Council,  we  wish  indeed  he  had  not  waited  for  ordersi  but  marohed 
immediately  with  all  the  force  he  oould  draw  together,  for  the  in- 
cunions  of  Indiftns  are  so  sudden  ft  rapid,  that  a  countiy  must  be 
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exposed  to  nttor  derastation^  unless  the  militia  rnsli  oat  at  onoe 
where  danger  presses,  without  waiting  the  formal  orders  of  the  Su- 
preme power,  which  most  onavoidablj  be  attended  with  great  delays. 
We  aie  SLti  joor 

most  obed*  Servants, 

Bj  order  of  the  board, 

TIM.  PICKERING. 
Directed^ 

The  Hoa'Ua  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  Yioe  Presidenti  Ac. 

The  foUowisg  are  the  letters  referred  to  No,  1  &  2. 


1^0.  1. 

Abh.  Scott  &  othibs  to  Col.  G;  Obvbb,  1778. 

Oarbera  Mill,  July  12tb,  1778. 
Sir, 

By  Express  we  rM^ved  yours  dated  10th  Inst,  to  Col.  Hunter, 
and  as  ike  Sjypress  says  he  was  informed  Col.  Hunter  was  at  Harris'd 
Ferry  turned  back,  which  we  made  bold  to  brake  open,  wherein  you 
desire  an  account.  The  Inhabitants  of  Northumberland  County  are 
all  fled  but  a  few  men  that  make  a  stand  with  Col.  Hunter  at  Sun- 
bnry.  The  Wyoming  Men  Turned  out  of  their  fort  and  gave  the 
Indians  Battle.  There  was  about  400  Men  in  the  action  and  but 
about  60  got  off.  This  account  we  have  from  a  Lieutenant  and 
numbers  of  officers  that  were  in  the  action.  The  Indians  haye  killed 
Beveral  at  the  mouth  of  the  Wariour  Bun  on  the  West  Branch,  The 
Inhabitants  in  the  uper  part  of  our  County  are  coming  down,  and 
without  immediate  help  in  all  probability  the  greatest  part  of  our 
County  will  stiver.  It  is  a  distressing  time  with  thejnhabitants  of 
Northumberland  County,  as  numbers  of  them  had  net  time  to  bring 
any  thing  with  them,  not  knowing  where  to  go,  and  destitute  of  the 
necessaries  of  life  to  subsist  on.  Pray  use  all  the  Interest  you  can 
to  send  up  some  men  to  assist  CoL  Hunter  to  make  a  stand  at 
SnidHiry. 

We  are  Sir 

your  hum.  Serv**   . 

Abbam  Scott, 
John  Li;s, 
William  Foulk3,    . 
JoH??  Garb^, 

WILLLA.M  SAG£n&    ] 

Excuse  Haste. 

N.  B.  Tbece^  are  &  Wounded  men  at  this  Place  ffom  Wyianing. 
Directed^  Col.  Curtisa  Grubb. 
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No.  2. 

J.  P.  Db  Haas  to  Board  of  War,  1778. 

Lebanon,  18th  July,  1778. 
Sir, 

Upon  frequently  hearing  that  the  Indians  were  eommitixDg  morden 
&  other  outrages  at  Weyoming,  I  desired  Colonel  Gmbb  to  send  m 
Express  to  Col.  Hunter  to  know  the  certainty,  he  is  returned  from 
Oarber's  Mill  above  Harris's  Ferry  &  brings  the  inelos'd  intelligence. 

I  wou'd  immediately  oppose  them  with  a  number  of  men  which  I 
think  highly  expedient;  but  as  no  such  measure  ought  to  be  prosecu- 
ted without  instructions,  I  wou'd  be  much  obliged  to  you  to  let  me 
know  the  sentiments  of  the  Honblo  the  Boanl  of  War  npon  the 
occasion.  If  its  agreeable  send  me  power  to  draw  ammunition  ft 
other  necessaries  for  the  poxpose. 

I  am  Sir,  your 

most  obed*  hble  Serv^ 

J.  P.  DE  HAAS. 

DirecUdf 

On  public  Service. 

The  Honble  Bichaid  Peters,  Esq.,  Member  of  this  Boaid  of  War, 
Philadelphia. 


CouKciL  10  Col.  6ai«braith,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  16«^  July,  1778. 
Sir, 

Colonel  Pickering,  in  the  name  of  the  Board  of  War,  has  this  day 
communicated  to  Council  a  Letter  from  General  De  Haas,  offering 
his  service  in  leading  out  a  body  of  volunteers  against  the  Indians. 
Conncil  applaud  the  spirit  of  the  (Gentleman  on  this  occasion,  and 
wish  you  to  give  him  your  utmost  countenance.  They  rej<nce  to 
find  an  officer  of  weight  ft  experience,  stepping  forth  in  the  defence 
of  the  Country.  They  judge  it  expedient,  however  to  send  you  this 
notice  of  it,  that  such  exertions  may  not  break  in  upon  ft  derange 
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your  duty  as  laeiitenAiity  by  oolleoting  OorpB  out  of  the  Class  or 
ClasseSi  you  may  haye  oallea  oat 

I  aiD;  Sir, 

Your  most  obed  SerrV 

GEO.  BRYAN, 

Vice  Prcsid*. 

P.S.  Toor  fiivonr  of  the  14*^,  was  received  this  day;  It  was,  in 
eifeoty  answered,  in  mine  of  the  same  date. 

Directed^ 
Col.  Galbndth;  Lancaster  Co. 


Council  xo  Boabd  of  Wab,  1778. 

In  Coancil, 

Philadelphia,  July  16, 1778. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Council  reoeiye  with  ^at  satisfaction,  the  information  con- 
tained in  yonr  letter  of  this  date,  respecting  the  march  of  Coll. 
Broadhead's  legiment  to  the  snpport  of  the  good  people  on  the 
Sosquehana,  as  there  was  bat  too  mach  reason  to  apprehend  that  the 
regular  force  ordered  up  that  river  would  not,  under  the  present 
dreadful  apprehensions  of  danger,  be  sufficient  to  encourage  the 
Militia  to  exert  themselves  in  a  vi^rous  defence.  This  prudent  and 
judicious  order  of  Gen.  Mcintosh  does  him  honour,  and  we  hope, 
will  give  a  tolerable  complexion  to  the  fiace  of  affairs  in  that  quarter. 

Oriiers  have  been  issued  to  Coll.  Bartram  Ghdbraith,  Lieutenant 
of  the  County  of  Lanoaster,  to  call  out  four  hundred  men  of  that 
County.  We  have  some  doubt  of  the  success  of  General  De  Haas, 
in  an  attempt  to  raise  Volunteers  upon  the  present  occasion,  and  in 
our  opinion  it  will  not  be  adviseable  for  him  to  interfere  with  the 
legal  mode  of  calling  out  the  Militia.  If  the  General  can,  contrary 
to  our  expectations,  ruse  a  body  of  Volunteers,  it  will  undoubtedly 
be  a  very  acceptable  service  to  the  State,  and  will  most  certainly  meet 
with  our  approbation  ft  thanks.  CoU.  Galbraith,  expecting  an  order 
for  calling  the  Militia,  has  taken  such  previous  meastnres  as  affords 
us  a  pleasing  expectation  that  the  order  will  be  expeditiously  complied 
with. 

T.  M. 

DirecUdj 
Board  of  War.  ' 
Vol.  VL— 28 
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Council  to  Lisutbitakts,  (Ciboulab,)  1778^ 

In  CounoOi 

Philadelphia,  Jdj  16, 177& 

Sir, 

The  Connoil,  confidiDg  in  your  known  aeal|  and  your  abilitiea  at 
a  general  offioer,  hare  appointed  you  to  take  the  command  of  the 
force  raising  for  the  defence  of  the  States  in  the  Nei^hbonrhood  of 
the  river  Susquehanna. 

It  is  proper  to  acquaint  you  that  Col.  Broadhead's  re^,  nov  on  a 
march  to  Pittsburghi  is  ordered  by  the  Board  of  War  to  the  Standing 
Stone,  and  we  have  ordered  three  hundred  Militia  from  Gumberlana 
&  two  hundred  from  York  County  to  join  them.  Part  of  Col.  Hart- 
ley's rec^i  consisting  of  about  one  hundred  men,  are  now  on  their  march 
to  Sunbury,  by  the  way  of  Lancaster  and  Harris's  ferry,  to  be  joined 
by  two  eompanies  lately  raised  at  Wioming;  and  Council  haye 
ordered  to  this  post,  four  hundred  militia  from  Lancaster,  three  hun- 
dred from  Northumberland,  and  one  hundred  &  fifty  from  Berks 
county.  The  reminder  of  Col.  Hartley's  regiment,  probably  about 
eighty  men,  is  ordered  to  march  from  New  Jersey  to  Easton,  where 
they  win  join  Col.  Kowata's  small  party  of  horse  &  a  small  oompany 
from  Wyommg  under  the, command  of  Col.  Butler,  and  we  aaye 
ordered  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  from  Berks  k  three  hundred  from 
Northampton  county  to  join  this  fiDroe  at  Easton. 

The  Board  of  War  will  furnish  the  necessary  supplies  of  proriaoiui 
and  ammunition.  We  are  informed  that  Col.  Hartley's  regiment  is 
furaished  with  thirty  rounds  of  Cartridges  a  man,  and  have  with 
them  bemdes  this  quantity,  ten  thousand  spare  cartridges. 

The  rapid  movement  of  the  enemy  down  the  river  Susquehanna 
requires  your  immediate  exertions  to  repel  them,  and  thereby  en- 
courage the  inhabitants  of  the  frontier  to  return  home,  and  to 
secure  oar  peoplci  if  posttble  so  as  that  they  may  reap  their  harvest 
in  safisty. 

The  uncertainty  what  movements  the  enemy  will  make,  renden  it 
impossible  to  give  you  any  other  than  General  ordexs  for  a-vigorons 
exertion  of  your  whole  furoe  for  the  security  of  the  people ;  and  we 
confide  that  your  good  understanding  will  improve  every  opportunity 
which  mav  offer  to  the  publiok  advantage. 

General  Mcintosh,  who  commands  to  the  westward,  having  leo'd 
intelligenoe  of  the  ravages  of  the  Indians,  hss  we  just  now  leaiO| 
ordered  Col.  Broadheads  reg^  up  the  Susquehanna  river. 
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Col.  Jacob  Svboudb  vo  John  Wbtzbl,  1778* 

Port  Pobd,  JUy  17th,  1778. 
Dear  SiTi 

I  just  noW;  bj  exmeaSf  received  a  letter  from  Jadge  Symene,  in- 
forming me  that  Cosnishton  was  entirely  cut  off  yesterday  morning 
by  a  paroell  of  torys  ft  Indians,  masacreing  all  Men,  woemen  &  ohil* 
dren,  Bven  those  that  have  been  Captivated  by  them  before  and  dis- 
missed by  them  with  certain  badges  of  Distinction,  and  their  repu- 
ted friends  they  threatned  to  out  off,  &  destroy  Peanpeck  this 
morning,  which  we  expect,  if  they  should  incline  to  come  on  to 
Minisinks  and  this  place ;  we  shall  be  unable  to  prevent  it,  as  we  are 
but  about  60  men  strong  now  assembled,  therefore  I  most  beg  a  line 
from  you  directing  me  what  to  do,  whether  to  retreat  with  the  inha- 
bitants or  stand  with  a  handful  of  men  to  be  destroyed,  or  whether 
I  can  depend  on  relief,  as  we  cannot  hear  any  thing  of  relief  com- 
ing; if  you,  in  your  w]^dom,  should  think  it  Best  for  me  to  make 
as  good  a  Stand  as  I  can,  I  beg  you  will  in  all  haste  send  me  more 
ammunitioni  and  you  may  depend  on  my  taking  all  the  care  I  can. 

I  amj  Sir, 

your  humble  Serv*. 

JACOB  STROUDB,  CoK 

P.  S.  I  cannot  moderate  the  Inhabitants  to  continue  much  loiter 
without  more  assistance,  and  I  beg  your  instructions  as  I  have  had 
none  yet  from  you ;  and  I  assure  you  I  think  more  danger  than  I 
apprehend  you  think  of,  and  I  assure  you  I  cannot  Stand  nor  keep 
my  men  here  without  more  assbtance. 

J.  S. 
(Copy.) 

John  Nicholson. 

JHred^df 

Letter  from  Colo.  Stroud  to  John  Wetzel,  County  Lt. 


Thos.  Lbvis  to  Oounoil,  1778. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gent*, 

The  Return  of  the  Inimical  Persons  that  I  made  to  you  th^fe 
was  a  mistake,  I  aprehend  by  the  Printer,  as  John  Slayter  was  the 
person  Intended  to  be  Published,  &  John  Taylor  was  Advertised  in 
the  Pi^er.  Ai  John  Taylgr  i»  a  fHend  to  the  StoteS;  I  think  it  Jua- 
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tloe  to  Clear  his  Gareoter;  LikewiMy  Lewis  Tremble  wenttoOie 
Enemj  at  Philad.,  he  is  a  Farmer  in  the  TqwaBhip  of  Bidlej. 

I  am,  Gent% 

.  Tour  Hmnble  Senranty 

THOMAS  LEVIS. 
Jaly  18th,  1778. 

Dxrededf 

To- the  Honourable  the  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
syhania. 


CouNoiL  TO  John  M,  Nbsbitt,  177& 

Philadelphia,  Jul;  ISth. 
Sir, 

It  has  been  mentioned  in  Council,  that  you  hare  it  in  oontemplfr 
tion  to  raise  a  vessel,  which  was  left  by  the  enemv  near  League 
Island,  at  your  own  risque,  if  the  Gonneti  have  no  objection  to  it^ 
and  that  you  will  pay  to  the  State,  if  the  property  be  adjudged  to 
belong  to  it,  such  reasonable  value  for  her  as  impartial  and  judiciou 
men  shall  say  she  is  worth. 

The  Council  consider  the  design  to  be  laudable  and  fully  approre 
of  it 

By  order  of  Council, 

rr  MATLACK,  Sec'iy. 


Message  of  Capt.  White  Etes  to  Col.  Geo.  Morgait,  177& 

Capt.  White  Eye's  Message  to  Col  Qeo.  Morgau,  dated  at  Coocli- 

ockmg,  July  19, 1778. 

Brother  Tanuened : 

Aooordiug  to  your  Desire  I  spoke  onoe  more  to  the  WiandotB,bot 
am  Sorry  that  I  must  inform  you  that  they  will  not  listen  to  me| 
which  they  now  have  tdd  me  very  plain. 

Brother : 

At  ^  Treaty  at  Detroit  the  Nations  have  agreed  to  fidl  on  the  Be- 
lawares,  &  the  Wiandots  are  to  make  the  Beffinning.'  It  is  always 
sud  we  shall  not  listen  to  the  Singing  Birds, l>ut  now  I  have  liiten- 
ed  to  them,  because  I  believe  it  to  be  true.  The  reason  ^hy  I  be* 
lieve  it  is,  beeause  two  young  Delawares  h«ve  been  there  at  the 
Treaty^  Saw  the  Tomhawk  handed  to  all  y  Nations,  &  it  ww  il*^ 
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given  to  them  to  carry  to  me,  which  I  have  now  to  expect  soon ;  it 
was  told  at  the  same  Time,  that  whosoever  wonld  not  take  the  Tom- 
hawk  he  abonld  he  whipped.  I  told  yon  Brothers  before,  that  if  I 
ahoald  not  take  the  Tomhawk  they  woald  try  to  force  me  to  it,  and 
now  the  Time  cometh  that  they  will  do  this^  therefore  you  to  Conai- 
der  and  to  assist  me. 

Brother : 

I  have  always  told  yon  that  I  shall  hold  fast  to  oar  friendship  so 
lon^  as  the  sun  shall  shine  &  the  rivers  ran,  &  so  my  Heart  is  yet. 
I  still  hold  fast  to  oar  Friendship,  bat  yon  know  that  I  am  weak  & 
am  in  Need  of  yonr  assistance ;  if  you  do  not  assist  me  now  as  soon 
as  possible  I  shall  be  rained  and  destroyed,  bat  if  yoa  will  assist 
me  now  at  this  dangerous  XimOi  then  Nobody  will  then  be  able  to 
break  oar  Friendship. 

A  white  String  of  Wampnm. 
Brother : 

The  Prisoners  which  are  broaght  to  Detroit,  by  the  Warriors,  will 
tell  there  all  what  they  know  &  hear ;  they  say  that  I  tell  yoa  all 
what  passeth  when  Warriors  go  by  here,  or  that  they  heard  I  had 
been  at  the  fort  I  am  blam^  by  the  Nations  that  I  betray  them, 
therefore  keep  all  what  I  tell  yon  Secret;  these  two  Messengers  I 
send  privately,  &  none  of  my  People  knoweth  of  it  but  I,  because 
I  cannot  trust  them,  but  am  glad  that  I  can  inform  you  of  this  by 
these  Messengers.  We  are  afraid  that  the  Bead  between  us  is 
watched  by  the  Warriors,  &  therefore  not  safe  for  Messengers  to  travel, 
but  of  thia^he  Messengers  will  be  able  to  give  jou  an  account.  Should 
you  want  to  send  a  Message  to  me  some  time  hence,  appoint  a  Day, 
Time  &  Place,  where  our  and  your  Messengers  are  to  meet  one  an- 
other, perhaps  at  Sakunk,  ([Beaver  Creek)  or  where  jou  think  pro- 
per, that  we  may  get  Intelligence  from  you,  for  it  is  very  dangerous 
for  your  Messengers  at  this  Time  to  come  out  here ;  of  this  &t  me 
know  your  mindj  likewise  by  these  Messengers. 

Brother: 

Tl^  is  all  I  have  to  say  this  Time  ;  yoa  can  easily  see  that  I  am 
friffhmed,  and  with  my  People  in  great  danger,  therefore  consider 
and  remember  me,  for  I  rely  intirely  on  your  Hilp  &  Asmstanoo. 


B.  STXYBifBOVy  ko.y  TO  T.  MatulcKj  1778. 

York,  July  the  20th,  1778. 
Sir, 

•  We  take  the  oppertunity  to  inform  Oouncil  that  we  have  Sold  the 
Personal  iBstates  of  Jamea  &  John  Bankins,  the  money  aixising 
from  the  Sales  have  now  in  onr  hands,  which  we  will  BhrnHj  trans- 
mit ;  but  as  James  Bankin  is  Oonsiderably  indebted  in  this  and  Lan- 
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oaster  Oonntj^  would  beg  farther  instraotioiis  from  Ooaneil  when 
the  Glaimenta  are  to  applj  for  their  money,  and  hew  the  aoooaate  of 
those  who  hare  not  Bonds  or  Notes  ought  to  be  authentioated.  We 
will  shortly  make  proper  Betorns  into  jonr  office  of  our  ProeeefingB. 

We  aroi  Sir, 

Yonr  most  obedient  homble  Senr^. 

BOBT.  StbtusoiIi 

MiOH'L  HaHK,  I  n^^- 

Jamm  NAiusi,  ^C^"'  • 

To  T.  Matlack,  Bsqr. 


COUNOIL  TO  BOAKD  OF  WaR,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  July  20^  177S. 
Qentlemen, 

The  Goaneil  jast  now  reeed.  yotir  faronf  of  this  date.  We  in- 
formed  yon  of  the  number  of  militia  ordered  out  of  the  several 
Counties  of  this  state,  and  the  stations  to  whioh  they  were  severally 
directed  to  repair,  and  they  expect  that  orders  have  been  of  conns 
issued  by  the  Board  of  War  for  a  supply  of  ammunition,  to  theae  ft 
^  to  all  Yolunteers,  thro'  the  Commanding  officer,  as  hath  been  here- 
tofore done.  In  addition  to  this  it  appears  to  be  neoessary  to  pat 
into  the  hands  of  John  Carothers,  Esq',  Lieut,  of  the  Cotrntv  of 
Cumberland,  in  addidon  to  what  has  been  already  ordered,  about 
half  a  ton  of  Gunpowder ;  and  into  the  hands  of  the  Lieutenants  of 
the  Gdaatieaof  Lanoaater,  Berksy  and  Northampton,  about  a  ton, 
to  be  equally  divided  between  them,  with  a  due  proportion  of  laid 
to  eaehy  flir  the  use  of  the  militia  who  may  remain  al  home.  Bone 
Flints  to  eaoh  will  be  wanted.  The  Lead  heretof(»e  ordered  to  CoL 
Carothers  we  are  informed  has  not  been  delivered. 

It  appears  that  there  are  arms  enough  in  Northampton  to  put  into 
the  hands  of  the  militia  of  that  oevnty ;  but,  flrom  the  last  retaiDS 
made  to  Council,  we  dare  not  depend  that  any  considerable  number 
will  remain  afler  they  are  supplied;  whatever  this  number  may  be 
will  most  oertainly  be  applied  to  use  as  occasions  may  require.  It 
has  been  suggested  to  us  that  W*  Henry,  Bsq',  of  Laneaster,  has 
ftrom  time  to  time  famiahed  out  State  arms  to  the  Gontinenlal  troops 
until  we  fear  that  he  will  not  have  a  suffieienoT  in  his  handsfethe 
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nilifift  DOW  ordered  into  fhe  field  from  tbat  Oomity.    Should  tbffl 
prove  to  be  the  oaee  we  ehall  be  deficient  in  arms  for  that  quarter. 

Names  of  the  Lieutenants. 

Lanoitftw,  Bar  tram  Qalbraith; 
.   Berki,  Jacob  Morgan, 
NorthaflBrptoD^  John  Weitzel 


BoABD  OP  Wae  to  V#  p.  Ski^an,  1778. 

War  Office,  July  20*  1778. 
Sir, 

The  Accounts  from  the  Frontiers  of  this  State  continue  to  be  of 
the  most  alarmins  Nature.  The  Board  have  done  every  thing  in 
their  Power  unlH  they  know  what  supplies  are  farther  wanted, 
wbich  they  can  only  be  informed  of  by  your  hon'ble  Council.  They 
have  been  informed  that  the  State  have  at  least  12,000  Stands  of 
Anns  at  Allen  Town,  k  therefore  they  presume  yon  will,  if  it  be 
|iot  already  done,  order  them  into  the  Hande  of  the  Militia,  &  on 
your  Bequest  the  Board  will  direot  the  Commissary  General  of  M. 
Stores  to  issue  such  Quantities  of  Ammunition  as  yon  may  think 
nroper  to  point  out.  The  Persons  to  reeeive  the  same  you  will  also 
be  pleased  to  mention.  . 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

whhBespeot 

your  very  obedient  Serv*, 

BICHARD  PETERS. 

By  order  of  the  Board. 

To  Hon.  Oeorge  Bryan,  Esq.,  Vice  President  of  Pennsilvania. 


T.  Matlaok  to  Ool.  Lahbbst  Oadwaladbb,  1778. 

Sir, 

D'  Smith  put  into  my  hands  GoP  Nicola's  certificate  respecting 
P.  Bond,  Esq'.  It  is  unnecessary  to  give  you  my  sentiments  re- 
specting the  parole,  as  it  does  not  materially  afiiect  the  question 
which  you  ask. 

If  At  Bond  should  appear  and  take  the  oath  of  allegiaace  to  the 
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state,  I  know  of  no  reason  to  suppose  that  any  part  of  bb  oondnot 
previous  to  the  entering  of  the  enemy  into  the  city  would  be  now 
questioned.  His  leaving  the  oity  with  the  enemy,  if  that  was  the 
case,  he  will  be  capable  of  judging  how  &r  he  can  Justify — and  he 
will  judffe  for  himself  What  are  the  privile^  to  which  penons  now 
taking  the  oath  are  entitled.  This  it  seems  is  become  a  law  qneatioD. 

I  am,  fto.| 

T-M. 

July  22nd,  1778. 
Directed^ 

To  Col*  Lambert  Cadwallader. 


Lswis  Nicola  to  Counoh^  1778. 

Joly  22d,  1778. 
Sir, 

M'  Crispin  being  at  loss  whether  he  was  to  issne  my  rations, 
agreeable  to  the  allowanoe  given  by  the  state  to  the  Gallies,  or  that 
allowed  by  Congress  to  the  army,  I  applied  to  the  president,  who 
desired  a  stato  of  both  might  be  laid  before  the  Council.  I  take  the 
liberty  to  trouble  you  with  the  inclosed,  &  beg  you  will  present 
them  when  the  Councils  kasure  will  permit. 

I  am,  S', 

Tour  most  obed.  Serv*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 

Direetedf 

To  Timothy  Matlaok,  Esq',  Secretary  to  the  Executive  GounoiL 


List  of  Statb  Navy  Rations. 

10s.     lOIb  Beef  ^  man  ^  Week. 
8         71b  Bread,  or  6ft  Flour,  ^  Han  ^  Week. 
7         X  half  Pint  Rum,  or  in  Lieu  thereof.  Is.  %l  Man  %  Day. 
6    6<i  Vegetables  f  Man  ^  Week. 

20s.  Qd, 
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QUAJTEIIIES  AKD  BaISS  OJt  BaTIOHS  F&OM  IST  JAN.,  1778. 

£  $.  d. 

mBeeforF!6h,or|lbPork, 010 

Utti  Bread  or  Flow«r^ 9 

1  Jill  Liqaor,       .        • 6 

Soap,       :.•......  2J 

Caadles, 1^ 

£0  2  6 


Obn.  ARKSTRONa  TO  Pres.  Congrbss,  1778* 

Garlklo,  July  22d,  1778. 

The  general  Conrersatioii  of  the  Populace  on  the  snbjeet  of  an 
Expedition  against  Fort  Detroit,  together  with  the  ObaenrationB  of 
some  Preparatives  indioating  such  a  Design,  has  induced  me  to  lay 
before  jour  Hon**  a  few  (>>n8ideration8  relative  to  that  Measure, 
whiehy  without  further  apology,  I  wish  ^  do  with  equal  Deferenee 
to  Omgteitj  and  Confidence  in  the  Candour  of  that  respectable 
Body;  that  my  Meaning  will  be  oonoeiv'd  in  no  other  Li^t  than 
tb«t  of  the  publick  Weal  and  the  Honour  of  the  American  Arms. 

On  the  evident  Discovery  of  the  Indian  Irruptions,  I  wrote  and 
addressed  to  the  Delegates  of  this  State,  in  dmgruB^  sotne  Weela 
before  their  Departure  from  Tork,  a  few  promiscuous  Thoughts  on 
the  Expedience  of  redressing  these  barbarous  Murders  by  oanrying 
the  War  into  the  Indian  Country,  (a  Copy  of  which  shall  now  take 
the  Liberty  to  inclose)  and  in  the  Sequel  of  that  Letter  expreas'd 
an  opinion  against  sending  Troops  to  Detroit  at  present,  founded  on 
the  following  Considerations. 

The  Distance  from  Carlisle  being  upwards  of  five  hundred  Miles, 
the  Country  mountainous,  and  a  great  Part  of  it  an  inhospitable 
Desart.  The  Waggons  and  Pack  Horses  neccssaiy  for  the  Convey- 
ance of  Provisions,  Forage,  Bagage,  Artillery,  military  and  hoepiUl 
Stores,  &o.,  at  a  time  when  these  Articles  must  be  provided  at  an 
enormous  Bate,  will  incur  a  large  Expence.      «  «   ,     •»    i. 

The  various  Tribes  of  Indiana  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  Ron* 
from  Fort  Pitt  to  Detroit,  together  with  those  of  the  Invirons  of  that 
Place  being  now  our  Enemies,  or  at  least  a  Majority  of  them,  roust 
greatly  embarrass  the  March  of  our  Troops  and  render  their  succesa 
very  doubtful.    The  Savages,  even  when  they  profess  Friendship, 

28* 
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have  a  known  Belaoianoe  to  the  Passage  of  an  arm'd  Foroe  thio' 
their  Gonntry,  and  when  ill  dispoe'd  hate  mneh  in  ihehr  Power,  m 
that  to  reclaim  or  subdue,  at  least  a  considerable  Number  of  (heia 
appears  to  be  requisite  in  the  first  Instance. 

\Vlth  Boffard  to  the  Importance  of  the  Object  itself,  the  Ooooo* 
mitants  inciusiye,  permit  me.  to  say  that  in  pnsent  GireamstooM, 
it  is  bj  no  Means  adequate  to  the  Risque  and  Ezpcnce  of  the  Eater* 
prize,  the  Garrison  probably  not  oxoeeding  three  hundred  Men. 

The  acquisition  of  military  Stores  thra  i^mrious  Means  of  Disip* 
pointmen^  the  Enemy  commanding  the  Water  Carriage,  can  be  no 
great  Inducement.  Detroit  has  by  many  been  call'd  the  soaroe  of 
all  our  Indian  Ravages,  no  Doubt  that  Place  has  contributed  lo 
these,  but  is  it  not  more  probable  that  the  Agents  of  the  BritiBk 
King,  Successors  of  Sir  Wm.  Johnston,  diaboUically  wishing  to  dis- 
tinguish themselves  at  this  peculiar  Orisis— who  directs  the  Indian 
Measures,  form  the  delu80i7  and  lying  SpeecheSi  dictate  and  oompeM 
the  Indian  presents,  the  Time  and  Place  of  Distributioni  &o.  Thit 
these,  with  the  Authority  and  Sanction  of  the  Govmuot  of  Cauda, 
may  with  much  more  Propriety  be  considered  as  the  Origin  of  our 
Indian  Mischief  in  the  present  Oonflict.  Witness  the  AccountB  of 
the  Onidas  to  Oeneral  WaikxngUm^  who  live  far  from  Detroit,  aii 
the  late  Depredations  on  the  east  Blanch  of  the  Snaeuehaiuli, 
chiefly  if  not  wholly  from  that  Influence  in  the  Giieuit  of  Nlsgm 
and  Johnston  HalL 

.  It  has  also  been  said  that  a  Poeseasion  of  Detroit  wou'd  give  the 
States  an  entire  Ascendancy  over  the  adjacent  Tri/bes;  this  opinioa 
I  humbly  conceive  &r  a  twelve  Mon^  past^  nor  even  now  caa 
amount  to  no  more  than  a  loosl  Prejudice.  It  is  the  Meaas  of  As* 
cendancy  we  want,  not  Piaoea  of  Exertion.  Ajb  soon  is  Ooor 
gross  can  spare  Troops  and  command  Goods,  tbeie  will  be  no  Waot 
of  proper  Places— rather  happy  it  is  that  that  Post  has  net  yet  beoi 

s  as  thev  oon'd  not  possiUv  have  letaia'di^ 


in  the  Hands  of  the  States  as  thegr  .       ^ 

which  in  the  Events  of  a  War  and  a  late  AUianeCi  a^y  probacy 

soon  fhll  of  Course. 

Permit  me  only  to  add,  that  the  present  suffering  State  of  tba 
Frontiers^  nnder  the  tedions  Progress  &  uncertain  Event  of  an  Ex* 
pedifion  against  a  remote  Post,  may  prove  insapportaUci  whilst  thee 
more  immediate  Remedy,  by  the  Blessing  of  God^  will  naturally  be 
looked  for  in  prudent  and  vigorous  Attacks  against  the  Snenj  ift 
their  respective  TownS|  in  this  service  (whilst  the  oontinental  Amy 
is  otherwise  engaged)  a  proper  Part  of  the  Militia  of  snndiy  States 
may  more  readily  be  supposed  to  join  Qen.  Mcintosh,  or  in  a  difc' 
ent  part  of  the  Country  any  other  Oommawkff|  than  on  theoeeanoA 
mentioned  above. 

The  fi«Bt  and  most  natural  Bxcninon  won'd  appear  to  be  tip  »^ 
Snsquehannah  or  on  a  northern  Direction,  in  Order  to  retara  tbe 
Visit  of  Mr.  Butler  k  his  Friencb^  but  here  we  have  no  PenoD  ae- 
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tai&tied  with  thai  Ccmntiy,  and  Hb  OireainelMmB,  of  whibh  Inifcel- 
EgODOe  at  thb  tune  is  iiiaoli  wanted. 

I  an^  &o. 

J.  A. 

,   The  Honorable  Henry  LaurenB. 

A  Copj. 


•waMai* 


Bbsolutioh  ov  Covqxbss^  1778. 

In  Congress,  July  23d,  1778. 
Besolved, 

That  Hr.  Duer,  Mr.  Harvie,  Mr.  Helton,  &  Mr.  DraytoUi  in  ooq- 
jwotiou  with  the  oommlttee  appointed^  or  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Sapreme  Executive  Coanoil  of  the  Stato  of  Pennsylvania,  be  author- 
ised to  ascertain  the  property  of  the  goods,  wares  &  merchandize,  in 
possession  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  at  the  time 
It  was  evacuated  by  the  enemy,  via.,  ao  far  as  to  determine  whether 
any  or  what  part  thereof  may  belong  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
or  to, any  of  his  subjects,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  4th  June 
last; 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Col.  Thos.  Proctor  to  V.  P.  BKTAifr,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  24th  July,  1778. 
Sir, 

Whereas,  the  Stat9  Begimant  of  Artillery,,  which  I  have  the  ho« 
ixv  to  Oommaadi  are  thro'  Casualties  attendant  on  an  Army,  ex* 
^edingHy  reduced — and  whereas,  by  Establishment  of  Congress,. 
^aeh  &s<  of  Artilleiy  are  to  4H>n^st  of  Twelve  Companies,  Sixty 
men  eachy  exolpaive  of  Officers,  cannot  at  this  time  produce  more 
Ihaa  Two  hundred  fourteen  Men,  Effective  and  non-£ffective. 

My  Efforts  to  create  men  to  strengthen  my  Beg^  has  been  my 
oonstant  Stady,  am  therefore  induced  to  inform  you,  that  without 
joot  pearticular  Aid  in^  snppUes  of  Money  for  the  purpose  cannot 
fiurther  petform. 

.  Many  reasoaa  prompt  me  to  believe  this  to  be  a  suitable  time  for 
Reeroiting^  and  might  be  crowned  with  success  if  suitably  attended 
to ;  I  tWofore  humbly  intreat  the  Hon'ble  the  Executive  Council 
lo  dueet  atioh  Meaaweaaa  thepr^iea^  Bzigonciea  require. 
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I  f oxtber  beg  iMva  to  inform  yon,  thtt  the  Offiotts  of  ifty  B^ 
labour  under  the  greatest  Difficultiea  for  Ibe  want  of  Glottbingi  mat 
baye  it  not  in  their  power  to  remedy  it,  as  no  kind  of  Gloathing  oan 
be  purohas'd  from  Stores  suitable  for  them,  being  seis'd  for  tbe  pub- 
lick  use  by  the  Clothier  OeneraL  To  him  I  have  made  frequent  ap- 
plication, verbally  and  otherwise,  and  In  reply  evanve  Answers,  ao 
that  I  conoeire  it  useless  to  make  further  application  to  him.  The 
Beg^  of  Artillery  still  continues  under  the  IHitronage  of  your  Hono> 
rable  House,  and  to  you  look  for  rodiess  of  Grievances. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

Your  Excellencies  most 

Obed«  H'ble  Serv^ 

THO.  PROCTOR^ 

Colonel  P.  Artillery. 
Directed^ 

The  Hon'ble  Qeorge  Bryan,  Bsqr.,  Vice  Prerident  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council. 


Col.  Dakiel  Broadhead  to ^  1778. 

Muncey,  July  24th,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

You  have  been  informed  by  General  Mcintosh  that  I  was  ordered 
to  Wyoming  to  assist  the  inhabitants  in  repelling  the  enemy,  which 
had  invested  that  place.  When  I  arrived  at  Sunbury  I  found  it  was 
too  late  to  be  of  any  Service  to  the  inhabitants  there,  and  my  orders 
were  so  limitted  that  I  could  not  have  marched  thither,  and  returned 
so  as  to  reach  Fort  Pitt  within  the  limitted  time,  therefore  as  I 
found  that  the  inhabitants  of  Northumberland  were  flyiog  and  fled, 
I  determined  to  fix  on  two  principal  posts  and  keep  up  a  line  of 
Scoute  between  them,  but  have  since  found  it  tmpraotioable  on  ao* 
count  of  the  ioacoessable  mountains  and  thicketo.  The  Scouts  are, 
therefore,  at  present  employed  in  watohing  the  Indian  paths,  and 
Scouting  so  far  towards  the  different  posts  as  is  praotioable.  A  de- 
tachment, consisting  of  a  major,  two  Captains,  one  Subaltern  an^ 
eighty  men,  including  Serjeants,  are  posted  at  Briar  creek,  a  little 
below  Neseopeek,  on  the  north  branch  of  the  Susquehanna;  m  Cap- 
tain and  twenty  five  men  Are  detaohed  to  Penns  valley  to  take  Posfc 
at  General  Potters  and  cover  the  harvesters,  which  are  few  in  nuoH 
ber,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  at  thu  post,  which  is  of  muoh  im- 
portance. Yesterday,  on  being  informed  oy  a  small  Scout  Uiat  the 
enemy  were  burning  some  of  the  buildings  up  the  west  branch,  about 
ten  miles  off,  I  sent  a  captain  and  thirty  nine  men  to  endeavour  to 
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iniereept  Aem ;  tbey  returned  lato  laet  ere&ing,  and  the  eaptun 
informs  me  thai  he  diaeovered  several  places  where  the '  Luyans^ 
about  tea  in  number,  had  lain,  and  slaughtered  Swine,  Sheep  and 
eattle,  part  of  the  Swine  were  used  by  the  Savages  and  part  carried 
off*  The  buildings  of  scTeral  of  the  inhabitants  were  burning  when 
the  captain  reachdi  that  place  ;  he  pursued  their  tradu  untu  they 
had  left  the  purchase  before  he  returned,  but  could  not  come  up 
with  them.  -  I^at  evening  one  of  my  centinels,  at  this  post,  disoov-^ 
ered  an  Indian  approaching  in  a  Sctdking  manner  towards  him^  and 
at  the  distance  of  a  150  yards  fired  at  him,  upon  which  the  Indiaa 
ran  off. 

As  I  have  but  few  days  to  remain  with  the  distrest  people,  my 
anxiety  for  them  is  daily  increased,  and  unless  they  meet  with  timely 
Succour,  this  country,  which  is  really  a  fertile  one^  will  undoubtedly 
be  once  more  evacuated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  regard  and  esteem, 

I>  Sir,  your  most  obedient  Servant, 

DAN'LBROADHEAD. 

P.  S.  Great  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  returned  upon  my  ap« 
proacfa;  and  are  now  collected  In  large  bodies  reaping  their  harvets. 


Gbkbral  Armstbono  to  v.  p.  Bbyaw,  17T8. 

Carlisle,  24th  July,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  honoured  with  yours  of  the  6th  Inst,  likewise  your  eevenl 
subsequent  favours  &  agreeable  enclosures,  together  with  that  of 
secretary  Matlack,  and  beg  you  will  in  return  accept  my  Oordial 
thanks.  I  cannot  recite  the  dates,  having  put  these  papers  into  the 
hands  of  the  Magistrates  of  the  County,  now  sitting  in  Court,  (who 
have  not  yet  returned  them)  as  a  favourable  opportunity  of  acquaintp* 
ing  the  people  with  the  situation  of  Council,  az^%liie  late  exertions 
thereof  on  behalf  of  the  suffering  frontiers,  for  phom  every  thing  is 
done  that  at  present  could  well  he  thought  of.  I  wish  how  eoon  the 
arrangement  may  take  place,  hopeing  it  may  at  least  be  conducive 
to  the  security  of  some  part  of  the  harvest,  an  important  point  Wo 
have  noty  lately,  had  any  thing  very  particular  from  Northumber- 
land, but  expect^  at  least,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  Enemy  are 
retired.  There  is  a  report  that  two  persons  have  lately  been  killed 
in  KishaeoquiUis,  fajt  within  the  circle  of  our  guards,  but  hope  it  is 
not  true* 
^.  There  ia  some  icAeon  to  believe  that  the  whole  of  the  Indiaa 
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ti%68  ksve  not  yet  ii^vn  up  the  BatAet  agftinat  tB,  or  ai«  iiol 
beoome  Vigoroasi  otherwiee  the  efeots  would  iMtTe  been  mmi 
olmouS)  but  that  every  ezertioD  they  have  made,  Md  in  parHeolari 
the  heavy  Uew  at  WkiiDing)  ie  the  plain  reeolt  oif  British  virnlenee 
no  one  oan  doubt,  the  ezpedilfon  b^ng  pkned,  eommandad,  and  in 
part,  eiemtted  by  whites;  their  emmiaMnee  flrom  the  neighbonrhoed 
qf  Niagara  ov  Johneton  Hall.  It  is  also  nature}  to  snppoee  the  es* 
enrsion  as  al  tho  expenee  of  Britain,  &  the  plunder  promised  to  the 
tovages,  wbieh  atakmg  other  reasons  indqoes  mo  to  beUeve  they  ate 
for  a^sfaofi  time  letumed  to  their  own  eouutiy,  wtiere,  in  all  preba* 
bility,  they  will  soon  make  up  one  or  more  partys  for  the  Uko  p«w 
Mio^— nor  Is  it  altogether  visionary  to  believe  thait  this  in&aious 
uesoent  has  been  designed  as  a  stratagem  in  aid  of  the  British  araasji 
t)r  the  puipese  of  leading  Oongvess  mors  readily  to  listen  to  the 
proposals  of  that  nation,  or  at  least  to  prevent  an  moorftiott  vpen 
their  Country,  by  giving  us  enough  to  do  at  bome^^but  in  whatever 
light  the  afEur  can  be  ti^en,  it  is  no  state  quarreli  &  therefore  ought 
to  be  a  Continental  ezpenoe.  Congress,  perhapSy  may  take  a  ais- 
tinction  betwixt  defensive  &  offensive  measures,  the  former  so  sen- 
erally  known  to  be  inefiectual,  tho'  dictated  in  part  by  a  sudden 
seoeasity  of  saving  the  faarveat,  also  to  prevent  devastation  of  Gountiy 
— 4heas,  too,  are  ^  pubUek  utility,  and  tend  to  prevent  that,  soaroity 
that  might  readily  injure  the  common  cause. 

General  Ried  is  a  gentleman  of  great  merit,  &  would  be  an  acqui- 
sition in  Government;  his  time  of  Hie,  &  many  other  circumstances 
ooncuring  for  uaeful  service,  but  the  duty,  he  may  naturally  think 
he  owes  to  a  young  Famity,  will  probably,  fom  a  severe  oentrast| 
in  which  it  is  really  hard  to  advise. 

Your  very  acceptable  favour  of  the  18th,  just  come  to  hand,  gives 
me  much  ease  in  regard  to  Qeneral  Potter,  who  living  in  Northumber- 
land, and  as  I  immagin  now  in  the  field  with  volunteers,  or,  if 
attending  his  Harvest,  ready  to  take  it  on  the  first  oooasion,  tiie 
appointment  of  Gen^  Leaoy  to  a  Command  there  would  not  havo 
been  elligible,  and  must  have  been  disaffreeable  to  ^e  feeling  of 
G«n^  Leaey  also,  with  whom  as  you  righUy  observe,  Coll.  Broadhead 
too,  might  have  had  some  altercation,  espedally  under  the  Idea  of 
Volunteers,  he  ]9ndoubtedly  would.  However,  forseeing  what 
would  probably  ItfMen  with  Oen^  Potter  &  Coll.  Broadhead  respeet- 
ing  the  Command,  ft  having  advised  the  sending  of  the  troops  to 
that  place,  I  brought  that  matter  to  a  clear  explication  with  the 
Colonel  in  the  presence  of  General  M*Intosh,  whioh  was  to  this 
effect  t  In  case  of  Yolunteen  only,  be  their  numbers  what  they  midht^ 
Oen^  Potter  not  bemg  orderad  oat  by  Coaneil  nor  the  Commandecw 
in-chief.  Coll.  Broadhead  had  no  right,  or  rather  was  oblised  not 
to  give  up  his  Command,  tho'  even  in  that  case,  if  the  Volunteeni 
were^  numerous,  gave  it  as  private  opinion  that  in  pmnt  of  prudence 
&  military  compliance,  he  might  give  it  up  to  M'  Potter,  but  in  oaaa 
Hie  latter  were  ordered  out  by  authotity  ef  Qoveniment^ajt  the  fcaa4 
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bf  m  ff«gdtr  Militia,  there  ramained  n^  doubt  of  the  prouietj  of  Ua 
eooimaiid,  to  which  the  Oenl.  and  Coll.  Broadhead  both  explidtlj 
agreed,  the  Ooli.  also  iNromiaiDg  that  at  any  rate  we  ahoold  hear  of  no 
diepates.  On  the  other  hand,  if  an  j  considerable  bod  j  of  the  Militia 
ahoold  be  disquiet  or  refuse  that  Commaiidi  no  doubt  where  tl^ 
Command  of  a  general  officer  can  be  supposed  neoessarji  Gknend 
Leaoy  must  be -sent.  I  have  thought  that  ia  any  offensiFe  meaaorei 
to  retaliate  the  Gonduet  of  Butlttr  k  his  friends  to  the  northwardi 
would  waivantably  be  the  first,  bnt  hnow  not  any  person  acquainted 
with  that  Country,  or  the  oiroumstancea  thereof,  and  that  that  m* 
telligenee  k  the  preparatory  steps  first  taken,  that  unless  a  general 
officer  from  the  OoUtinental  line  were  app^nted,  Chaeral  Potlef 
might  command  some  enterprise  to  that  Quarter,  at  least  against 
some  Indian  Town  or  Towns,  if  not  fiir  apart,  hopeing  that  such 
militia  as  might  be  engaged  would  not,  on  this  occasion,  make  any 
objections  to  M'  Potter,  and  knowing  as  they  must  do,  thai  unless 
some  unknown  necessity  should  arise,  an  effort  of  that  sort  would 
be  impracticable  for  me.  I  shall  endeavour  to  learn  how  his  com- 
mand would  sit,  and  have  by  every  means  been  removing  the  preju- 
dice, as  at  once,  I  think  a  pity  of  tbejtfan,  and  that  notwithstanding 
some  mistakes,  he  is  both  disposed  and  capable  of  rendering  ffood 
service  at  this  time.  On  the  Tone  affair  at  Philad*,  that  subject 
being  much  out  of  jdj  way,  I  am  able  to  say  but  little,  only  that  it 
is  an  important  one,  not  only  in  point  of  true  policy  but  that  the 
eyes  of  many  will  be  upon  Government  respecting  it,  and  altho'  I 
talk  for  the  general  line  of  lenity  ft  foigivebess,  mwng  as  little  sac- 
rifiee  to  the  passions  ft  prejudices  of  the  populace  as  possible,  andT 
&r  from  condemning  men,  where  it  appears  they  diftred  only  ki 
mere  political  sentiment,  Without  nving  any  the  least  aotual  opposit 
tton  to  us  or  voluntary  aid  to  our  Enemies,  yet  am  of  opinion  that  a 
few  examples  ought  to  be  made  of  the  more  attrocious,  that  in  the 
highest  degree  they  ought  to  be  but  few,  and  with  as  little  deUy  as 
^Msible. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  throwing  out  a  few  oonsiderations  with 
legard  to  the  intended  eipedition  against  Detroit,  addressed  to  his 
hon''  the  President  of  Congress,  which  if  of  any  weight,  are  against 
that  design  at  present,  and  shall  enclose  you  a  copy  by  this  or  the 
next  oonveyance. 

I  am,  Sir, 

with  great  respect. 

Your  Most  humble  servt^ 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

26th.    OoU.  Broadhead  has  been  kind  enough  to  &vour  me  with  ( 

letters  of  the  28d  Inst,  relating  to  the  return  of  the  people,  and 
forming  themselves  into  certain  Companies  for  the  security  of  the 
harvest  ia  which  he  says  they  do  pretty  welL    He  is  Encamped  at 
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Manoy—ieeps  up  a  P4trole-H»iidB  forth  floootiag  psrtiM,  one  of 
whom  have  Utely  tnoked  about  Ten  Indiios  in  nnm  W,  until  they  had 
gone  out  of  the  pnrohtse,  meaning,  I  Buppoee,  np  the  West  Bneoh 
**-found  eevenl  hoaees  lately  bunt— sheep,  oattle  k  swine  killed* 
At  his  own  eamp,  as  I  nndeistand  him,  one  &  only  one  Indian  hath 
been  disooveied  ereeping  np  and  fired  on  by  a  oentineV  who  then 
lan  off.  These  are  at  present  no  volunteers  with  Coll.  Broadhesd, 
the  harvest  requiring  their  attendanee.  He  has  sent  an  offieer  k  25 
to  a  Fort  at  Oenend  Potter's,  to  assist  in  that  neighbourhood,  we 
hear  there  are  some  late  murders  oommitted  betwixt  the  Albgbtny 
&  the  Laniel  fiilhu  It  will  be  intolerable,  I  fear,  to  spend  the  Fall 
season  on  the  defensive.    It  is  the  best  season  to  annoy  the  Indiaas* 

J.  A. 

Directed, 
The  honourable  Qeo.  Bryan. 


Samubl  Wallis  to  Colonel  T.  Matlack,  1778, 

Muney,  July  24tiiy  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  make  no  doubt  but  you  have  been  long  before  this  time  folly 
aoquainted  with  the  distressed  situation  of  this  County,  &  you  will 
OhMrve  by  the  Petition  to  Council,  that  Col.  Hunter,  upon  hesring 
of  y^  Melaneholy  event  at  Wyoming,  Immediately  eali'd  ail  -the 
Troops  which  were  stationed  at  the  little  stands  through  the  Couoly 
to  the  Town  of  Sunbury;  this  gave  such  alarm  to  the  People  in 

general,  that  even  the  Inhabitants  of  Sunbnry  moved  away,  and 
efore  I  reached  that  place  with  my  family,  Colonel  Hunter  had 
aotually  moved  his  famUy  &  all  his  Valuable  Effects  away,  ft  vtf 
himself,  as  well  as  every  Other  Inhabitant  of  that  plaoe,  in  readinatf 
to  fly ;  &  Confident  I  am  that  the  apearance  of  hidf  a  Del"  Indiaofl 
in  that  Neighbourhood  would  have  strudc  a  paniok  through  the  Oca- 
fused  Multitude,  that  in  leas  than  48  Hours  ther^  would  not  bare 
been  10  men  left  in  the  whole  County ;  nor  do  I  believe  that  a 
single  family  would  have  been  now  in  the  County  had  not  it  have 
been  for  the  approach  of  Col  Broadhead;  and  be  assured  that  nnletf 
the  Colonel  with  his  Beg*,  or  some  other  Continental  Troops  cap  be 
stationed  amongst  us,  that  the  whole  County  will  be  evacuated  in  a 
very  abort  time ;  it  will  be  in  vain  to  amuse  the  People  with  saying 
a  single  word  to  them  about  the  Militia,  unless  some  Continental 
Troops  are  mixed  with  them.  Such4X>nfasion  has  already  happened 
by  trusting  to  the  Militia  here,  that  I  can  &  do  deolare  for  myadfi 
that  I  will  not  stay  a  ringle  moment  longer .  than  I  can  help  after 
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being  aaanred  that  we  are  to  be  protected  by  them  only.  *  We  were 
amoMd  some  time  a^  with  a  resolve  of  Congress  for  raising  100 
aiz  months  men  in  this  County,  &  Col.  Hunter  was  pleased  to  assure 
the  Connsil  that  the  men  would  be  readyly  raised,  when  he  at  the 
same  time  knew,  &  was  pkased  to  declare,  in  private  conversation, 
that  it  was  Impossable  to  raise  100  men  amcmgst  People  so  mueh 
confused  &  inarmed.  This  kind  of  Conduct  mm  Col.  Hunter,  as 
well  as  a  number  of  our  other  leading  men,  has  brought  us  to  the 
pass  you  now  find  us,  &  unless  some  speedy  Interposition  in  oar 
behalf,  I  do  again  with  great  Confidence  assure  you  that  we  shall  be 
no  Longer  a  Feople  in  this  County,  &  when  the  matter  will  end  God 
only  knows«  For  particulars  I  refer  you  to  the  Barir,  Hr.  Pening- 
ton,  who  is  a  man  of  Strict  Integrity,  and  will  enform  you  of  every 
JUinute  Circumstance — he  will  be  the  Barer  of  a  Petition  from  a 
number  of  the  People  to  Council — ^your  friendly  assistance  in  getting 
the  prayer  of  that  Petition  Complyed  with  will  be  rendering  essen- 
tial service  to  this  County,  &  greasy  Obliging  your  ready  fldend  & 
Tory  Hum'l  ServV 

SAM«  WALLTS. 

NB.  I  have  not  lime  nor  roome  ai  present  to  say  a  single  word 
more  than  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  from  Lancaster, 
A  that  I  shall  pay  a  strict  attention  to  its  contents  as  soon  as  I  possi* 
bly  can. 

S.  W. 

Directed. 

To  nmothy  Matlaok,  Esq'r^  in  Philadelphia. 

^  favour  of       ) 
Mr.  Penington.  j 


Gih'Ii  Jambs  Potter  xo  Yxoe  Paesii)]&5t  B&tan,  1778. 

Pcnns  Valley,  July  25th,  1778. 

D'  Sir, 

The  Inhabitanoe  of  this  Valley  are  all  Betamed,  and  Cuting 
there  Greain.  I  left  Sunberry  last  Sunday  afternoon,  the  people  are 
Betuming  to  all  parts  of  the  County,  altho  I  am  Convinced  the 
will  not  all  Beturn,  as  there  was  a  great  Number  of  Tenants  who 
will  not  Beturn.  I  am  in  Hopes  that  the  greatest  part  of  the  Greain 
will  be  seaved,  the  loss  that  thb  County  has  sustained  is  verry 
great  by  Buning  away  in  the  manner  they  did,  I  think  40,000 
pounds  would  not  make  good  the  losses.  Col.  Broadheads  coming 
to  this  County  at  the  time  he  did  will  do  great  service  to  it. 
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the  necessity  of  letting  them  be  taken  away  to  do  their  Tour  of  Datj 
or  paying  their  fines,  which  at  40  poands  ^  man,  amounts  to  a  eon- 
siderable  Sum.  Should  these  men  be  taken  away^it  will  Put  a  total 
stop  to  my  furnishing  the  army  with  any  further  supplies,  will  be  a 
considerable  disappointment  to  me  in  many  respects,  &  more  to  the 
Public,  as  daily  demands  are  made  on  me,  h  wiU  I  presume  be  con- 
trary to  what  I  might  expect  from  Reason  &  the  nature  of  my  direc- 
tions. On  application  to  the  Oounty  Lieutenants  who  Pkeside  at  the 
Military  Department,  those  Gentlemen  signify  that  as  there  is  no 
particular  Provision  made  in  the  Militia  act  for  ezemptin  such  persons 
tho'  highly  reasonable,  they  are  not  entirely  free  to  discharge  them, 
but  on  the  least  Item  from  Council  signifying  their  approbataon 
therein,  they  would  gladly  acquiese  in  so  Just  &  necessary  a  meaaure. 

Now  Sir,  as  you  &  the  Honourable  Body  of  which  you  are  Presi- 
dent, have  most  perfect  knowledge  of  every  matter  here  stated,  I  most 
humbly  request,  that  out  of  your  great  goodness,  yon  will  signify 
your  pleasure  herein  to  those  Gentlemen,  or  otherwise  as  yon  in  your 
Wisdom  shall  think  proper,  in  order  to  remove  all  Doubts  concerning 
the  Premises,  for  the  Issue  whereof  I  shall  most  chearfully  wait, 
fully  Relying  on  the  Candor,  Wisdom  and  Justice  of  your  Honoor- 
able  Body. 

I  would  not  be  thought  hereby  to  have  the  most  distant  wish  of 
screening  any  individual  Person  from  doing  his  Tour  of  Duty,  but 
on  the  contrary,  it  is  my  ardent  desire  to  do  my  Country  the  most 
material  Service  in  my  power. 

I  am  Sir;  with  the 

highest  esteem  your 

most  obed*  Hum*  Serv^, 

JOHN  LESHEB. 

IHrected 

To  The  Honourable  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  Vice  President  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  at  Philadelphia. 


Board  of  War  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  1778. 

War  Office,  July  29, 1778. 

Sir, 

Before  y*  reoript  of  the  indosed  papers,  the  Board  &  a  committee 
of  Congress  had  reported  a  resolve  for  continuing  Col.  Hartley's 
zeg^  on  the  frontiers  until  the  harvest  was' got  in,  &  the  feara  of  tiie 
iohabitanto  had  subsided,  to  which  Congress  agreed.  We  have  alee 
wfitlea  to  CoL  Brodhead  desiring  him  to  remain  there,  as  long  aa 
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poflflibk  eoasisient  with  his  orders  to  be  at[fort  Pitt  in  seasoQ  for  the 
western  expedition.' 

We  are  Sir, 

your  obed*  Serv*", 

By  order  of  y*  board| 

TIM.  PICKERING. 

IHrectedy 

Honble  Qeorgo  Bryan^  Esq.^  Vioe  President^  &o. 


Gbn.  Armstrong  to  V.  P.  Bbyan,  1778. 

Carlisle,  29«*  July,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 

Tou  favours  of  the  23^  &  26*^  lust.,  including  news  papers  are 
come  to  hand,  for  which  I  am  greatly  indebted.  Yesterday  my 
letters  wrote  at  some  length  went  off  to  you,  but  for  want  of  a  better 
conveyance,  by  a  person  who  must  takeileading  in  his  way,  &  cover 
a  copy  of  that  addressed  to  President  Laurens,  the  last  paragraph 
whereof,  will  coincide  with  your  Ideas  to  the  Northward.  It's  said 
there  is  a  Doctor  at  Sunbury,  whom  the  Enemy  detaine'd  some 
days  at  Wioming  to  dress  their  wounded,  who  says  he  apprehends 
they  yet  keep  possession  of  that  Fort,  that  various  inhabitants  there 
have  taken  their  protection ;  and  that  400  Senecas  had  set  out  for 
the, West  Branch  or  the  Alleghany  Mountain,  before  he  was  dismissed* 
I  hope  the  man  or  his  examination  on  oath  is  sent  to  Town.  I  see 
the  last  has  been  an  extensive  blow,  &  there  are  a  few  left  for  de- 
iatched  mischief  &  to  act  as  spies  for  intelligence. 

Beyond  all  question  the  Seneca  Towns  &  others  Northward  ought 
to  be  the  first  mark,  in  such  an  expedition  General  Gates  is  right, 
ft  when  it  is  formed,  Wioming,  Chery  Valley,  &c.,  will  be  the  direct 
Route  of  such  of  our  Troops  as  march  from  Northumberland,  so  that 
these  on  defensive  duty  there,  whether  Regulars  or  Militia,  will  be 
so  far  on  their  way ;  ft  it  is  of  great  importance  that  Congress  have 
guides,  and  good  intelligence  of  that  Oountry.  Wou^d  the  Onidas 
be  guides,  reconoitre,  give  intelligence,  &c.  7  their  Clergyman  might 

{lick  froni  among  them  such  as  might  be  trusted,  he  going  also, 
ndeed  I  should  immagin  that  for  some  short  time,  that  little  tribe 
will  be  obliged  to  come  under  the  wing  of  Congress  at  any  rate,  and 
oou'd  wish  their  Minister  were  immediately  sent  for,  I  saw  him 
at  Morristown  ft  think  him  valuable.  General  Washington's 
advice  on  the  whole  of  this  occasion  will  be  veiy  proper  to  have^ 
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and  Gknexal  Bied  wiUi  the  maioruls  be  mi^  bow  be  poMGwad  d 
can  ftdlj  write  him  with  the  ooncarrenoe  of  GoDgrees  or  the  Boud 
of  War.  My  indispoiiitioii  sinoe  the  hot  weather  has  preYented  mj 
wridng  to  him  of  hite. 

There  most  ahw  be  an  ezcursion  from  Ft  Pitt,  there  is  time  ft 
strength  enough  for  it ;  the  bade  Militia  of  the  States  mnst  be  taken 
under  their  own  officers  fbr  the  Expedition,  &  will  no  donbt  be  sabjeet 
to  any  ohief  Command  that  Congress  shall  think  proper.  Both  Bodi« 
must  be  pretty  respectable  i,  sometimes  capable  of  detachmeDi 
There  is  no  time  to  lose  to  prepare  Oen.  Mcintosh  for  the  Western 
&  some  other  person  for  the  Northern  attack.  In  my  next  may  nj 
something  on  the  article  of  sustainancC;  as  by  the  haste  of  the  beirer 
I  can  only  add  that  I  am, 

Sir,  your  most 

Beq^eotful  homUe  fierv*, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Directed. 

On  Public  Serriee. 

The  Honorable^eor^  Bryan,  Esq',  Vice  IVendent  of  the  SUto 
of  Pennsa.,  Philadelphia. 

Favoured  by  Poctor  McEonaey. 


CouNOiL  TO   Prbsidsnt  OV  OONaBISS,  1778. 

Philadelphia^  July  29, 1778. 

Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Council  of  Pennsylvania  to  apply  to  you  for 
blank  Commissions,  for  private  ships  of  War.  The  six  wbioh  jaf 
were  pleased  to  forward  are  filled  up,  but  the  Bond  for  the  la^  u 
not  yet  compleated^  as  the  Gentlemen  who  are  to  sign  are  not  is  the 
City.  The  whole  six  Bonds  shall  be  delivered  to  you  in  a  fewdijfl- 
As  there  is  now  a  Gentleman  waiting  for  a  CommisnoUf  I  shall  thw 
you  for  such  a  number  as  you  may  think  to  send  me  immedistelj* 

And  am  with  the  greatest  respect,   . 

Sir, 

Tour  most  obedient  ft  very  humble  Ssrv*, 

T.  Jt 

Dirededf 
To  Hon'bl  Henry  Laurens,  Esq.,  Pros*.,  Ac. 
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GouKoiL  TO  Capt.  Joseph  Blewbr,  1778. 

Phikdolpbia,  July  SO,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  Gonncil  obseire  that  there  is  some  good  Tlmothj^grass  oo 
Mod-island,  which  if  negleoted  will  perish.  Tbej  reoommend  it  to 
yon  to  giYQ  notice  to  such  persona  (by  writing  or  otherwise)  as  you 
shall  judge  likely  to  purchase  it,  and  seU  it  for  such  reasonable 
price  as  you  can  obtain  for  it,  and  oredit  the  state  w^  the  money. 

I  am  respeetf uUy 

Yours,  &e., 

T.  MATLACK,  Sco'y. 


MoNS.  Gerard  to  Cokgress,  1778. 

Transition  from  the  original  letter  of  Monsr.  Gerard,  1778. 

His  Excellency  M.  the  Count  IVEstaing,  Commander  in  Chief  of 
his  most  Christian  Majesties  Forces  on  the  Coast  of  North  America, 
haying  sent  her^  ^t  the  disposal  of  the  underwritten,  Mr.  William 
Straker,  taken  on  board  the  English  Ship  the  Lord  How,  as  well  as 
Five  Negro  slares  he  had  with  hinl^  His  most  Christian  Majesties 
Minister  has  the  Honour  to  desire  Congress  will  please  to  give 
immediate  Orders  that  the  said  William  Straker  may  be  put  into 
Prison,  and  there  kept  and  treated  as  is  usual  with  Prisoners  of  his 
condition.  And  that  his  five  negro  slaves  be  delivered  to  the  disposal 
of  the  underwitten. 

GERAKD.* 
At  Philadelphia,  July  30, 1778. 
Jkdorwedf 

Bead  30  July,  1778.    Befened  to  board  of  war. 

*  See  Aug.  6,  (postea)  also  Colon.  Reo.,  VoL  XI.,  p.  558. 
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Rbsolutioks  of  C0NGRB8S,  1778. 

In  CoDgreas,  Avgnst  Ist^  1778. 

A  letter  of  the  3l8t  Jalj  from  the  board  of  war  was  read,  rofice- 
senting  that  '^pursuant  to  the  orders  of  CoDgress,  ComelioB  Sween 
has  been  secured  in  snch  manner  as  the  board  deemed  soffident, 
while  it  remained  in  a  degree  doubtful  whether  or  not  be  had  been 
guilty  of  frauds  against  the  States ;  that  the  matter  beiog  nov 
rednoed  to  a  certainty,  &  the  sums  deficient  amonnling  to  msoy 
thousand  pounds,  the  board  are  uneasv  at  his  remaining  giuurded  only 
bj  sentries,  and  those  of  raw  troops.^^    Whm«upon 

Ordered,  That  Cornelius  Sweers,  deputy  oommissaiy  general  of 
military  stores,  now  in  custody  by  order  of  this  House,  be  imine' 
diately  closely  confined  in  the  public  goal  within  this  city,  and  that 
he  be  charged  with  mal-conduct  in  his  said  office,  generaUy  and  ptt- 
ticularly  with  the  crime  of  forgery. 

Ordcral  that  the  ezecutive  coundl  of  the  State  of  Pennsylwii 
be  requested  to  direct  the  keepers  of  their  goal  to  receive  into 
custody  and  safely  keep  the  said  Cornelius  Sweers. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Samubl  R£a  to  Council,  1778. 

Mount  bethel,  Northampton  County, 

August  the  1st,  Anno  Pom.,  1778. 

Sir, 

I  send  you  herein  inclosed  the  Names  of  those  that  are  soppow^ 
to  have  Gone  to  the  Inemy,  who  have  not  yet  been  Cal'd  npon  bj 
Proclamation ;  and  also  my  certificate  of  havingtaken  the  Oath  ot 
Office,  and  an  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Jacob  Wood,  which  I  hkn 
Ceized  upon.  I  should  be  glad  of  a  few  lines  from  Oonnci],  with 
Directions  of  what  shall  be  Done  with  the  Estates,  Real  and  Penooal, 
and  the  familys  of  those  that  is  supposed  to  have  Gone  to  Join  the 
Enemy,  and  have  not  yet  been  Caird  upon  by  the  ProclamitioD. 
As  the  Effects  may  be  squandered  away  before  the  Certainty  is 
known.  I  have  no  Return  to  make  of  any  Ceizures  by  an  order  of 
the  late  Council  of  Safety. 

I  am,  Sir,  x 

With  Respect, 

Yours,  &c.| 

SAML  REA. 
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N.  B.  I  have  also  Seized  upon  Twenty  pounds  of  Gasb  in  the 
hands  of  tfra  Oonstablo.  &  Late  the  property  of  Joseph  Sk^skhonsiei 
Jan.,  who  hath  been  CfaFd  upon  by  Proelamation;  upon  which  I 
understand  there  is  Lawfol  Claims. 

JHrecttd, 

On  Pabliok  Seryioe. 

!l\>  Timothy  Mathok,  Seeretary  in  Philaddphia. 


IIhomas  Soott  to  T.  M^tlicEi  1778. 

WestmoreIand|  Avgnst  Ist^  1778. 
i)car  Sir. 

_  -  * 

Yarions  are  the  Reports  I  have  heard  siqoe  I  left  yon,  respecting 
the  moYements  of  the  armys^  Ac.,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  gether 
any  weU  authenticated  aec*.  Hy  anxiety  on  this  soore^  and  knowl- 
etJM  of  your  readiness  to  oblige^  excites  me  to  beg  yon  will  send  me 
a  short  history  of  what  hath  hapened  since  the  evacuation  of  Philad% 
together  with  the  present  state  of  afairs^  or  general  face  of  things. 
The  way  of  oonyeyance  which  I  would  propose  at  present^  is  by  Mr. 
Bailey's,  in  Lancaster,  where  if  you  can  send  it  in  25  days,  from  this 
date,  it  will  come  to  my  hand  immediately  by  die  bearer  hereof  on 
his  return. 

GThe  Indians  have  made  several  breaches  on  the  inhabitants  of  late 
in  diferent  parts  of  this  country.  Cap^  Miller,  of  the  8th  Penn* 
BegiS  with  a  party  of  nine  men,  chiefly  Continental  soldiers,  were 
Bringing  grain  from  the  Neighbourhood  to  a  Fort  called  Fort  Hand^ 
about  14  miles  North  of  Hannas  Town,  on  the  seventh  of  last  month, 
^d  on  their  return  were  surprised  by  a  party  of  Indians,  who  lay  in 
wait  for  them,  and  killed  the  Cap'  &  seven  others.  Pray  make  my 
compliments  to  Council,  &  inform  any  of  them  who  would  favour 
me  ^ith  a  line,  of  the  above  opportunity  of  conveyance.  I  expecH 
to  see  you  in  Octoberi  and  am,  with  great  respect, 

Sir, 

Your  most  obed*, 

HumUe  Servant^ 

THO.  SCOTT. 

« 

Directed^ 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esquire,  Secretary  to  the  Council,  Philadel- 
phia. 

Vol.  VI— 29 
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OoL.  Thomas  Hartlby  to  Council,  1778. 

Oentlemeiii 

I  came  here  a  few  Days  rince  with  a  Detachment  of  m  j  Begiment 
and  some  Militia. 

Oen^  Dehaas  had  come  vp  (I  premime)  with  an  Intention  of  asnst- 
ing  and  supportiog  the  People.  He  had  detached  sundry  ptrtji  of 
Militia  to  protect  the  Inhabitants. 

Upon  my  arrival  I  have  taken  the  Command.  Upwards  of  200 
Militia  have  came  to  Sanbarey.  I  shall  dispose  of  the  Regalin  and 
Militia  to  the  best  advantage,  and  shall  give  the  Coantry  every  rap- 
port and  assistance  in  my  Power. 

Four  fifths  of  the  Inhabitants  fled  with  snch  Effects  as  they  oonld 
carry  from  this  Country.  Many  of  the  men  are  retnminff,  but  unlea 
I  can  support  four  or  five  Posts  between  the  Great  Island  and  fishing 
lOreeky  I  fear  few  of  the  women  will  return  again  to  their  former 
Habitations.  A  most  extraordinary  panic  seems  to  have  struck  the 
People. 

The  Wyoming  Settlement  is  almost  totally  destroyed.  He  most 
of  the  surviving  Inhabitants  have  fled  to  Connecticut,  or  are  not 
removing  as  Paupers  to  that  state.  There  is  no  prospect  of  their 
returning  or  reestablishing  themselves  at  Wyoming  this  Fall.  But 
much  may  be  done  in  Favour  of  this  County.  ^othioj(  shaU  be 
wanting  on  my  Part. 

The  two  Wyoming  Companies  were  to  have  joined  me  here  aoeord- 
ing  to  my  InstructionSi  They  are  now  in  Northampton  Coontj, 
where  there  is  also  a  Detachment  of  my  Regiment.  I  have  appKed 
to  the  Board  of  War  for  the  Detachment  of  my  Regiment  in  North- 
ampton to  join  moj  and  the  two  Wyoming  Companies  to  remain 
there. 

This  win,  in  my  opinion,  be  of  great  advantaffe.  I  would  bo^ 
this  Application  will  be  secconded  by  the  Council.  The  Danger  m 
Northampton  is  not  so  great.  The  Posts  I  would  maintain  would  ifl 
a  great  measure  cover  the  Frontiers  of  this  and  Cumberland  Conntieg. 
The  Detachment  of  my  Regiment  would  be  more  nseful  to  me  tha 
the  two  Companies,  though  they  do  not  differ  much  in  Numbers. 

I  amj  with  great  Respect, 

Your  most  obed't, 

&  most  humble  Serv*, 

THOS.  HARTLBI. 

Snnbury,  Aug.  the  Ist,  1778. 
Dirededf 

On  publick  service. 

To  the  Hon'ble  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  Vice  President  of  the  SUte 
of  Pennqrlvania,  Philad*. 
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CousciL  TO  John  Lkshbb,  1778. 

Sir, 

'  I  ]bj^  y<rar  Lelter  of  the  27th  Jol  j  before  Coonoil.  They  think 
it  Btraoge  that  yoa  are  under  any  difficnlty  about  the  Miller,  Oooperfl 
ft  Stave-hewera  you  mention,  as,  in  pursuance  of  the  countermand 
of  Congrees,  they,  on  the  day  of  last,  did  desire 

you  to  desist  from  the  further  purchase  of  Wheat  and  Flour.  This 
being  the  case,  there  seems  to  be  no  ground  at  present  for  the  diffi- 
culty, nor  no  cause  for  seeking  for  exemption  from  Militia  Duty. 
Besides,  something  Hke  this  was  debated  in  the  Assembly  not  long 
since,  ft  denied ;  judge,  then,  how  ill  it  would  become  Council  to 
suppose  it  a  case  forgotten,  ft  oounteoance  the  dismissing  of  the  men 
in  question. 

I  tm,  Sir, 

T'  most  obed't  Serv*, 

G.  B.,  Vice  Prs*  * 

Philad*,  Aug*,  1778. 

To  John  Lesher,  Esq',  Oley. 


Council  to  Mbs.  Gallowat,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  8d  Aug*,  1778. 
Madam, 

I  have  not  been  inattentive  to  your  discourse,  which  you  honored 
me  with  some  days  since  at  your  hoiise ;  business  has  prevented  this 
answer  being  earuer  made. 

When  a  lady  marries,  (unless  by  a  special  reserve  of  her  lands  in 
the  hands  of  Trustees,  made  before  the  contract,)  the  use  and  pro- 
fits of  the  real  estate  belongiuff  to  her  zests  in  her  husband  for  and 
during  their  joint  lives,  and  if  children  be  bom  then  for  his  life. 
This  estate,  so  acquired  by  wedlock,  the  gentleman  can  sell.  It  may 
be  seised  by  creditors  and  applied  to  their  relief;  And  it  may  be  lost 
by  attaint,  and  then  it  devolves  to  the  publick  as  a  forfeiture.  But 
the  moment  the  husband  dies  it  returns  to  the  widow,  or  if  she  be 
deceased  to  her  children  or  other  heirs.  This,  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
law,  say  is  the  case,  as  well  here  as  in  England.  However,  they 
remark  that  corruption  of  blood,  which  in  Europe  destroys  the  he- 
xetable  capacity  of  the  children,  and  gives  a  fatheis  lands  to  the 
State,  even  where  he  is  only  tenant  for  life,  is  abolished  in  Pennsyl- 
Tania;  and  further,  that  in  every  case  of  attaint  for  treason,  support 
for  the  wife  and  children  shall  be  awarded  by  the  Judjm  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  out  of  the  estate  of  the  husband.    What  may  be 

*  See  pages  667,  422,  491,  487. 
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thought  proper  in  yoar  case  I  profess  myself  very  ignorant,  yet  it  is 
probable  it  will  be  most  convenient  fbr  yon  and  the  publlek  ioo^ 
that  such  allowance  be  made  out  of  the  paternal  estate,  lost  by  yon|. 
for  the  uncertain  term  of  Mr.  Galloways  natural  life. 

No  one  can  more  regrat  the  oocasion  of  this-  eomonmieatioDi  yet 
Miereme  to  be. 

Madam, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

Signedj  GEORGE  BRYAN. 

To  Mrs.  Galloway. 

Copy* 


.ft 


Jambs  Young  to  Col.  Mblohi^r^  1778. 

Philad-,  4th  Aug^,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  received  your  application  for  four  Wagffcms  or  Caarta  to  hswl 
Wood  for  the  Barrack  Masters  Department  I  am  to  inform  yon  that 
by  an  Act  of  Assembly  of  this  State,  that  all  applications  to  me  for 
Waggons  are  to  be  made  by  the  Quarter  Master  General,  or  on  the 
demands  of  the  Henb.  Congress,  the  Bnpreme  EU^eooiive  Council, 
&c.,  in  sudden  emergenoi^,  I  therefore  cannot  give  any  Orders  to 
supply  your  Department — Waggons  cannot  be  got  to  supply  the 
great  demands  niade  on  me  for  the  Army. 

lam, 

YonrObed'Serv«, 

JAMES  YOUNG,  W.  M.  G.,  P. 

QoV  Melchior,  B.  M.  Gen^    Present. 


Col.  Pboctoe  to  Boabd  of  Wae,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  August  the  4th,  1778. 
(Copy.) 

Gentlemen : 

The  Occasion  of  my  present  address  to  you  is  from  the  frequency 
of  being  soUicited  and  Importuned  by  the  Officers  of  my  Battallion, 
to  fill  up  the  several  promotions  that  stand  open  fbr  them  a  conside- 
rable time  psst,  I  therefore  beg  leave  to  present  you  with  a  Just 
State  of  the  promotions  that  should  havd  taken  place  at  the  several 
times  they  became  Yaoan^  in  otder  that  yont  Jitnourable  Board  may 
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give  to  those  Senior  Officers  who  Merited  as  a  reward  of  their  Ser- 
vices,  the  doing  of  which  at  time  will  fully  ftfeveat  several  resig- 
nationsi  Intended  bj  some  of  mj  best  Officers  who  Experience  a 
too  Scanty  subsistance,  cannot  support  the  dignity  of  their  Stations 
10  gentkiMny  oeoniotted  only  by  ue  dearnesa  of  every  Aiiioie  Ifaey 
-atand  in  need  to  porcfaaas; 

IHirtlMr,  the  preseat  state  of  liha  Battallion  of  Artillery  I  kava 
'tha  honoor  to  cemaiand,  beiag  at  tfiia  time  reduoad  to  only  Two 
Jiandred  and  twenty  Effective  k  non-efiective,  (Officers  kelnded,) 
Not  havinff  the  advantage  of  aending  offioers  reeroidng  since  July, 
1777,  as  the  other  Battallions  of  Artillery  had  don&  General  Knox 
having  informed  me  that  reivuita  weald  be  provided  for  me  by  the 
State  of  Pennj^lvania,  as  the  Battallion  was  raised  for  its  defence, 
bat  have  to  tfau  time  received  no  supplies  of  that  nature.  Since  my 
arrival  here  I  have  made  application  te  the  Skecn^e  Ooaneil  for 
Monies  to  recruit  men  to  fill  up  my  Battallion.  I  had  but  a  Verbal 
answer,  which  gave  me  to  understand  my  Battallion  was  not  consi- 
dered in  their  Quota,  Colonel  Hartley  ha^ng  come  in  with  his  Regi- 
ment to  fill  up  the  last  number  the  required  for  the  State.  At  this 
time  I  have  the  fairest  prospect  -foHecruitinff  men,  and  have  been  in 
that  point  very  successfnll  since  I  arrived  in  this  City,  and  tho'  I  have 
ever  made  it  my  endeavour  to  create  Numbers  in  my  Battallion, 
must  de&tfora  leason,  antiU  isitoplied  with  Oiash  for  thd  parpose, 
having  Expended  all  the  Monies  I  could  furnish  for  the  business  of 
jeemstiag. 

The  Honourable  Board  of  War  taking  tbe  premisea  into  oonsidv- 
;nitt0By  will  order  each  redreea  ae  is  nec^tfaary, 

I  aaft  with  dne  leapect^ 

yoor  Honours  most  obd* 

and  H'ble  Scrv*, 

THOMAS  PROCTOR, 
Col.  Pennsylv*  Artillery: 
'    The  Honoorable  the  Board  of  War 

for  the  States  of  America. 


OOMMTTTM  Of  OONTOBSfl  TO  COTmOIL,  1778, 

ISeaa^  Baohaid  H.  Lea  and  Saflsuel  Adams,  a  OattmiHee  of  Cotf- 
ffress,  present  their  respeetfuU  Comp<*  to  the  Hon.  the  Vice  Preaideat 
i  CoQAoiiof  the  Staite  of  Pennaylvania,  and  beg' the  &vor  of  them 
;fo  order  a  ai|ffi(»ent  nomber  of  P^mmdo  Officers  to  prevent  any  Inte^- 
luption  of  the  Minister  of  Iranee,  in  his  Passage  to  and  from  the 
Congress  Chamber,  this  day.* 
,    Aug.  6lh,  1778. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol  XL,  p.  648.    For  an  aooouit  of  his  reception  see 
Beg.  Penn'a,  ToL  IV.,  p.  100. 
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LoDioK  SpbooeUi  to  T.  Matlaok,  1778. 

Sir, 

Agreeable  to  Order  of  Oomieill,  I  have  endeayoared  to  eompleai 
a  Master  of  the  Pennsjl.  State  Fleet,  bat  as  yet  find  it  impraeti- 
tMSf  am  obliged  to  allow  them  still  longer  time^  some  being  out  of 
towDy  and  in  general  so  scattered  abont,  their  is  a  neoeanty  to  wait 
till  they  collect  their  people  togeth^.  Please  to  inform  Gonnoill  that 
I  will  compleat  it  as  soon  ns  posdhloi  and  wait  npon  them  with  it 

I  am;  Sir, 

Y*^  most  hnmb.  Serv. 
LOD'K  SPJEIOGELL,  M.  M.  G.  of  P.* 
Tharsday,  6th  Aag*S  1778, 
Directed  J 
Timothy  Matlaok^  Esqr. 


SiATB  09  Faot3  BbiiAtiyh  TO  Mb.  Stbasjsb,  1778. 


March,  1772.^-1  came  in  this  City  (Philadelphia)  with  my 
who  is  a  natlTC  to  this  place. 

In  April,  1772 — ^I  entered  into  Copartnership  widi  Mr>  Badden, 
B'  to  Mrs.  Straker,  of  this  Ci^,  Merchant,  for  the  term  of  eeyen 
years,  which  term  is  not  yet  expired. 

In  April,  1775 — I  was  nnder  the  necesrity  of  going  to  Barbados, 
in  order  to  settle  oar  affairs  there,  which  amoanted  to  many  thoosand 
ponnds,  &  hare  never  yet  been  able  to  make  a  final  settlement. 

tJpon  my  finding  matters  relativo  to  America  not  likely  to  be  made 
np,  I  conclnded  to  retam  to  this  place,  where  the  most  of  my  for- 
tune lay,  &  giye  my  mite  towards  Establishing  that  freedom  I  d- 
ways  thonght  it  Intitled  to. 

Darinji  my  stay  abroad  I  have  not  drawn  my  money  out  of  the 
Conntry,  but  have  sent  bills  to  my  partner,  who  has  on  aocoant  of 
4he  Company  lent  the  States  near  ten  thonsand  ponnda,  which  ia  now 
in  their  hands. 

I  understood,  before  I  left  Barbados,  I  oou'd  get  out  of  this  city 
to  my  partner,  which  being  my  full  determination,  I  sail'd  from 
thence  in  June  last,  with  my  family  for  Philadelphia,  having  no 
Goods  on  board  but  one  cask  Spiritt  &  one  of  Si:^ar,  for  family  use. 

Duriug  my  residence  in  Barbados  I  was  frequently  insulted  by  the 

*  Bee  CoL  Bee.,  VoL  XI.,  p.  546. 
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name  of  a  Tebeliona  rasoali  and  an  attempt  to  pull  my  honse  down;  my 
books  bdng  oblig'd  to  bo  hid  for  fear  of  their  being  bnmt. 

In  respect  to  my  negroes  I  never  used  any  servants  in  my  housey 
bnt  blaoKs,  five  I  carried  from  Philadelphia,  and  the  same  quantity 
1  brought  back,  which  Mr.  Ooombs^  the  Elder,  can  voooh  for,  as  he 
"used  to  receive  the  regular  tax. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  I  would  beg  leave  to  observe,  I  vested 
part  of  my  property  in  freehold  or  landed  Estate  in  this  Country, 
which  I  yet  hold,  s  ever  looked  on  myself  as  a  Citizen  &  Denizen 
thereof,  and  since  my  arrival  have  complied  with  every  requisite  of 
law  by  taking  the  Oath  of  Allegianoe  to  the  United  States. 

WM.  STBAKEE. 
Philadelphia,  August  6, 1778. 

That  I  had  purchased  a  Vessel  in  order  to  return  to  Philadelphia, 
but  having  sprung  a  Considerable  leak,  makine  three  feet  water  in 
one  hour,  I  took  my  passage  on  board  the  ship  Lord  Howe,  who  in- 
tended into  New  YorK,  which  port  I  imagined  a  vessel  might  easily 
be  procured  to  transport  myself  &  family  to  my  destin'd  port. 

WM.  BTRAKER.* 


pRiNTin)  Form  ov  Osbtificatb  ov  havin0  taebn  Oath, 

1778! 

I  do  hereby  Certify,  That  William  Btraker,  of  the  CStv  of  Philad% 
Meroh*,  Hath  voluntarily  taken  and  subscribed  the  Oath  of  Allegi- 
ance and  Fidelity,  as  directed  by  an  Act  of  Qeneral  Assembly  of 
Pennsylvania,  passed  the  13th  day  of  June,  A.  D.,  1777.  Witness 
my  hand  and  seal,  the  Bizth  day  of  August,  A.  D.,  1778. 

[I*.  8.1    Jno.  Ord. 

N«.  1493. 


The  Dbposition  ov  Archibald  Hahblbtok,  1778. 

The  Deposition  of  Archibald  Hambleton,  during  the  time  he  waa 
Prisoner  with  James  Fitzpatriok  and  Mordecai  Dougherty.  That  on 
9  day  of  July,  1778,  he,  y*  Deponent  was  Reaping  in  y"  field  of 
James  Shield,  when  y*  s*  Fitzpatrick  and  Dougherty  came  to  them  k 
told  Shield  he  had  bowrowed  his  waoh,  a  pair  of  Silver.buckels  and 
Shoes,  Shield  insisted  ha  should  return  them,  but  y*  other  returned 

*  Seepage  671 :  also,  Bee  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  568. 
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for  answer  tfait  depended  on,  his  behavior  tenia  hinii  and  anoie  ihat 
if  Hambleton  did  not  immediatalj  eorrender  kimself  bia  pnaoaer 
be  weald  ti^e  bis  life ;  he,  j"  ^  Hambletoni  waas  taken  bj  tbeai  to 
bis  fatbersy  where  y  rob'd  him  of  a  Rifil  Qan,  powder  bom  t  shot 
Poachy  (ben  gpt  y  Bible  and  foro'd  bim  to  swear  that  be  would  n9t 
follow  bim  or  betray  bim,  or  to  distarbe  anj  of  his  Neigbboan  or 
friend  Qn  bis  aecount,  &  if  be  did  be  would  come  and  burn  their 
bouse,  and  Likewise  y"  bouses  of  all  the  Rebels  in  y*  Neigbboor- 
hood;  thaty*  s^  Fitzpatrick  and  Dougherty  both  tnreatened  tbe 
Lives  of  Joseph  laokey,  Andrew  Michael,  WiU'm  Hannah,  John 
Willey,  John  Newby,  wiU'm  Donoley,  John  Cuninham,  and  that 
y  ^  deponant  is  affiraid  to  Return  home  to  his  lawfull  business  on 
thdr  account,  and  further  saith  not. 

ARCHIBALD  &AHBLETON. 


Gek.  ABMsmoKO  TO  V.  P.  Bbyak,  1778. 

Carlisle,  6th  Angnst,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  fitvonrs  of  the  29-30th  Jriy,  &  of  the  Ist  Inst,  with  the 
Newspapers,  are  duly  &  very  thankfully  reo'd.  Here  we  are  at  pro- 
sent  happy  enough  to  have  but  very  little  News.  ColL  Broadbosd, 
with  bis  Reg*,  is  returned  to  this  plape  on  bis  way  to  Fort  Pit^  the 
Baggage,  &o.,  having  been  left  here. 

A^  an  ExQursion  ia  to  be  made  into  ibe  Enemies  ConntiT,  N. 
ward,  by  Coll.  Morgan,  &o.,  I  am  opinion  that  Coll.  Hartleys  a  the 
Hilitia,  now  going  out,  are  fully  sufficient  on  the  defensive,  &  may 
be  able  to  gratify  tbe  people  ot  Cumberland  &  Nortbombemod  in 
that  line  of  dut^.    The  Northern  Expedition  I  have  much  at  hearty 
and  therefore  wished  Cbs  I  think  is  expressed  in  my  last  to  you)  thst 
tbe  Body  prooeeding  oy  the  way  of  Cherry  Yaley  might  hve  been 
joined  by  a  different  Corps,  yis..  Coll.  Hartleys,  and  a  number  of 
our  Militia,  taken  either  as  Volunteers  for  tbe  Expedition,  bat  sn2>- 
jeot  to  military  command,  and  excused  of  their  sucoeediog  tour 
under  the  Law,  if  they  chose  y^  alternative,  or  by  culling  the  fit 
persons  from  the  Classes  when  drawn  out,  the  residue  to  be  dis- 
charged in  a  few  days  after  tbe  march  of  the  Body — ^The  plfloo  of 
rendezvous  at  Wiomingj  or  if  more  convenient^  the  junction  iA  k 
formed  still  higher  on  the  Sasquebanah,  at  Tiahoga;  thence  to  pro- 
ceed by  tbe  most  direct  rout  to  tbe  Seneca  Towns  as  the  first  mark, 
leaving  all  the  inferior  Tribes  to  be  subdued  by  traverse  marches,  or 
by  detachment  on  the  return,  or  at  least  thehr  Villages  ft  prodaee 
destroyed.  ^For  this  great  purpose,  together  with  the  notice  to  be 
taken  of  some  whites  who  have  lately  oone  us  much  injury,  not  lees 
than  three  thousand  men,  ander  a  ffood  commander^  ought  to  pene- 
trate that  country,  in  order  to  do  effectual  service,  and  prevent  tbe 
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neoearity  of  any  farther  effort  on  that  quarter  for  the  present  seaaon. 
It  may  faeUilate  the  bnsinea?  to.be  able  to  detach  oqoi^onally — a 
ProTiaion  guard,  at  least'  witli  the  articles  of  flour  &  ealt,  onght  to 
remain  at  some  oonTenient  station,  erecting  to  themselyes  a  small 
fortrewy  and  icii^  the  return  of  the  troops,  or  reinforce  them  if  re- 
qntsite.  ^Guides  are  of  mat  consequence,  and  must,  I  ttresnme,  be 
taken  from  the  State,  of  r^ew  Tork.  A  few  trusty  Oniaas,  if  they 
If  ill  undertake,  together  with  a  few  white  men,  may  best  answer  the 
purpose.  Thot's  of  this  sort,  as  an  entire  stranger  to  the  Country, 
are  ihe  best  I  can  form,  but  from  y'  accounts  the  troops  already  sent 
Crom  our  Army,  joined  as  Aey  may  be  by  the  New  Tork  Militia^ 
they  will  probably  make  the  effort,  withoi^t  time  for,  or  reference  to 
any  farther  a»ustance,  but  wou'd  not  be  worse  for  being  joined  by 
i3oU.  Hartley  at  least,  provided  they  cotne  near  Wioming.  If  any 
t)f  these  thoughts  may  properly  be  suggested  to  the  Board  of  War^ 
'or  of  those  contained  in  my  last.  General  Rled,  or  any  medium  yo^ 
please  will  serve  that  purpose,  but  there  is  no  time  to  lose. 

With  respect  to  General  Potter,  I  am  of  opinion  he  shou'd  imme- 
diately be  Ordered  to  take  the  Gommatid  of  the  State  Militia  on  the 
wateraof  the  Sasquehanah,  provided  the  number,  amount  to  Six  or 
Seven  hundred  men,  or  upward — aj  least  for  some  siiort  time,  even 
on  the  defensive.  His  situation,  Jcnowladga  qf  the  Country,  Ac., 
appears  to  caU  tot  thia.  '  Aa  to  the  matter  of  doubt  respecting  him, 
it  will  not  be  any  objection  with  the  Militia  now  called,  that  is  the 
1st  £  2d  Classes  of  this  County,  &  in  ease  of  an  excursion  on  the 
iOUmwh  wh^n  other  Obunea  may  be  wantod,  if  the  difficulty  ihou'd 
ilian  appear,  it  may  be  before  Jcnown  &  some  expedient  taken,  as  tft 
the  mean  tiane  I,  cannot  see  how  Council  can  well  avoid  making  him 
the  offer. 

It  were  mueh  to  be  wished  that  Dr.  Franklin's  favourable  charac- 
ter of  the  Americans  were  litterally  true,  the  oonlerings  are  rather 
high.  It  is,  however,  (»lculated  for  his  purposes,  &  a  gOod  copy  for 
imitation.  We  have  not  heard  the  name  of  the  Lady  by  whom  the 
offer  was  made;  nor  whether  Gen'l  Bied  has  made  it  known.  How 
ia  your  health  at  present — are  you  able  to  keep  your  station  thro' 
the  wavm,  weather  f  ■  The  vexatious  things,  but  too  likely  to  happen 
about  ihia  time,  are  tiHily  matter  of  regret,  &  the  late  demand  made 
on~ Council  for  a  certain  House  is  beyond  my  ooncepUon,  but  espe- 
fUXlf  Ike^eoaee  amfixed  to  it  I  Too  did  well)  however,  to  ai^ake  it 
.kpowa  to  GoogNUKii  &  if  a  happy  at »  orUal  hour  to  be  eonvenient  to 
Myioe, 

.1  am,  dear  Sir,  wHh  great  truth, 
-.  >  Your  mueh  obliged  bnmbl.  Serv^ 

1         .         .  JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Our  opportfinitiei  of  writing  from  hence*  rather  deobie,  I  araa^ 
.  bowevoTi  en  ppifate  -  btiainenB,  wri|e  Mr.  Qoffs  by  the  next  I  oaii 
find.  .  .       .  • .  I* 

Vtreeted.-^The  Honourable  Geo.  Bryan. 

29* 
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C5oL.  Jjro,  PiPEB  TO  V.  P.  Brxav^  1778. 

▲«flf  7(b,  177& 
Honoiii'  9b f 

I  By  tbis  opportunUy  bes  leave  to  Lay  before  yon  tba  Distretied 
Situation  of  the  froDtiers  of  Bedford  Countyy  from  the  frequent  Ed> 
coraioDS  of  the  Savagee  into  oar  SettlementSi  Baye  oblidged  us  to 
call  a  sanber  of  Militia  upou  duty  to  preyent  the  total  devastatioa 
of  our  Counti^;  we  are  mutch  dbtreaeed  ia  this  comity  for  wtotof  t 
proper  (Person  apointed  Pay  Master  to  enable  ns  to  discharge  thii 
Wavoidable  but  necessary  ExpencCi  I  would  therefore  aply  to  f 
Honour  for  dixection  which  is  the  proper  channel  through  which  t 
ought  to  apply  for  a  suply  of  caah  as  our  distance  from  fort  Pitt 
Benders  it  almost  impossable  to  aply  there  for  every  suply  of  caab 
that  is  necessary  in  hopes  Sir,  youl  pleas  to  consider  our  Sitaatioa 
and  Grant  sutch  Coanou  and  Direction  aa  to  yout  Hououk  May  apesr 
most  ElUgable. 

Ail  with  all  Due  respee^ 

yoor  Hottotta  ncBfr 

obed*  Hntttde  SerfS 

JOHir  PIPKB. 

P.  8.  IReeei?«anoiderftomtheBcafdofwMrlhrAfeelniaM 
w*  of  Powder  and  8lz  hvndred  w*  of  Lead  fbr  Atiueof  tfaiseeimtf. 

•TNO.  PIPKR 


DearSii^ 


Edw,  Shippbk  to  V.  P.  Bbtjut,  17T8L 

Lancasterj^  7th  Angustj  1779* 


^  by  the  Attorney  Oenenl  MK  Sbrgcittt,  mk  w 

office  rf  Olerk  of  the  seferal  Ooorte  at  Beading  was  taoltni  by  lb- 
Bead's  absolntely  declining  to  accept  of  them,  and  haying  been  kmg 
in  that  kind  of  Employment^  I  thought  it  would  be  woHl  my  »ttea- 
tion  to  apply  for  them,  my  age  J^yeifted  my  application  for  t^ 
ofioee  in  this  Oonnty,  as  the  times  were  so  troublesome  and  I  ooald 
not  bustle  abont  like  a  young  man.  Bat  now  thai  we  are  VkAf  to 
enjoy  some  tmnqniliigr,  I  think  I  ean  withoni  much  troible«eotn« 
to  execute  such  offices.    Ton  would  much  oblige  me  by  making  imb- 
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tion  of  &ia  matter  to  tho  Honoarable  the  Goanoil  and  using  your 
Interest  with  tbem  in  mj  FsFoin^ 

lam  D'S'your 

albotioiiMe  F^ad  ft 

most  hamble  Serv^, 

EDW.  SHIPPKN. 

Direeiedf 

The  Hon^^  Oeorge  Bryiffi;  Esq.^  Yiee  P^rendent 


JoKA.  D.  SBRaKAlft  TO  V.  P.  BrtaiT,  1778. 

Lancaster,  Augost  7, 17T8. 
Sir, 

Ton  wiR  teooBeel  the  Amzte^  wUdb  I  have  oftea  ezprcassd  to 
have  ionie  tb  penoa  appointed  to  <he  oftoe  of  Pkothonotasy  of  Bneks 
OoiintT;  sinee  I  have  heen  hen,  I  Isive  mentioned  the  subjeot  to 
some  Oeatlemen  of  the  Bar  ft  amoAg  otheis  to  fidwasd  Bitd  Esq;, 
of  Reading. 

He  (elb  me  this  q^pointment  wonld  be  aoeeptable  to  his  Qrandk 
fhthef,  the  late  FMihonotary  of  this  Ooxmtjp  Sdwani  Shippea,  8en% 
Esq^ 

It  would  be  absiifd  for  me  to  pretend  to  nogmmend  a  Oentkmna 
so  much  better  known  to  Goanoil  than  to  myself;  bat  if  the  offioe  is 
rtill  vsoant  I  should  hambly  apprehend  that  it  iwed  not  any  kwger 
eontinne  ao,  ss  I  have  atithority  to  say  Mr.  Shippea  is  willing  to 
remove  to  Beading  ft  eomply  with  every  ether  Reqnisite)  Mr.  Seed 
I  am  told  knows  him  intimately ;  He  will  no  doobt  be  eonsoited. 

Goonoil  I  hope  will  excuse  this  Mlicaiaon  upon  a  snbjeot  I  haivp 
long  had  at  Heart,  ft  believe  me  to  be 
with  Bespeot  their  ft 

yoor  most  hble  serv*, 

JONA.  B.  SERGEANT. 

V.  Pres'»  Bryan. 
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Board  ov  Wab  to  Y.  P  Betak,  1778. 

W«r  Oftoe^  PhihdelphiAy  Angust  7, 1778. 
Sir, 

Two  lettenr  to  yoV|  one  from  Gen.  Poiteri  the  other  from  CoL 
Hartley,  were  thb  morning  presented  to  the  board,  the  ooadaot  of 
Qen.  de  Haas  has  it  seem^  occasioned  some  diffioaltji  jet  we  belkve 
his  serrices  were  beneficial;  Col.  Bartley  writes  thos,  ^^GkneraTde 
Haas  came  np  here  with  an  intention  of  assbting  and  supporting  the 
people,  he  was  nsefal  in  these  .partionlars.  He  gave  directions  eon* 
coming  the  militia,  and  those  that  were  arriTed  were  well  disposed 
of  (in  my  opinion)^  according  to  my  instraodons  I  have  taken  the 
command.  The  Oenend's  aeu  on  this  occasion  has  been  of  advantage; 
he  will,  I  believe  as  soon  as  he  is  better  of  the  goat^  retam  to  Le- 
banon :  The  Stores  he  fivrtheied  on  from  there  were  mooh  wanted." 

There  were  we  perceive,  some  prejudices  against  Gen.  de  Haas, 
among  those  with  whom  he  was  to  co-operate,  of  which  we  were 
ignorant.  He  aaems  too,ito hiite  mistaken  ottr  intention  ia  poppofing 
the  latter  of  the  boa^  invested  him  with  coerdve  milttacy  power. 
iWe  took  the  General  to  be  a  OSce^or  ability  k  eQ)«rience^  a  ima^ 
gpied.that  in  a  time  of  snob  distress  hn  ^ecvio^mi^t  beof  aingnhtf 
utility  &  gratefally  accepted  by  the  militia  &  people,  for  whom  ho 
^nntarily  made  a  tender  of  them.  His  retnm  will  we  tmat  remove 
IBvezy  ground  of  complaint  about  command.  The  orders  to  Ool. 
Bartley  to  take  the  command^  were  ffiven  by  Gen.  Arnold,  who  as 
well  aa  we  had  no  expeelation  at  the  tim^  that  a  Gen.  Officer  would 
he  ia  that  quarter. 

*  We  do  not  order  the  detaohm'  of  Go).  Hartleya  reg*  to  join  him, 
because  it  is  xwt  improbable  the  whole  may  be  reci|}iod  bv  the  time 
ikhey  would  unite,  in  case  the  northern  expedition  proceeasj  Besides 
we  do  not  know  wbat  is  become  of  :the  Wioming  company ;  bat  sus- 
peot  it  may  havamarehed  to  that  place.  Our  only  wish  is  to  provide 
in  the  best  manner  for  the  seoorifrjr  of  the  frontier  y  and  if  your  in- 
formation pointe  to  a  different  disposition  of  the  continental  troops, 
we  shall  be  glad  to  be  made  acquainted  with  it. 

I  am  J3ir,  your 

most  obed'  Servant, 

TIM.  PICKERING. 

Dirtctedj 

The  Honble  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  Vice  President,  &e. 
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COVNOIL  TO   ASSSHBLT,  1778. 

.In  CoanoiI|  AsigoiBi  7, 1778. 
Gent., 

The  Oomidl  hare  Ihov^l  il  pfop«r  to  eaU  yoa  to  meet  in  Afl«emblj 
some  weeks  sooner  ^ban  the  dsy.of  yonr  adjonrnment.  Beeides 
imporlrat  hnsinessy  itoqniring  immediato  ntlentieB  which  rose  to 
their  Tiew,  thej  have  been  solieitod  by  a  very  considemble  nnnt- 
ber  of  the  freemoi  of  the  npper  parts  of  Chester,  to  antioipate  your 
intended  uttiog. 

'  The  nsnal  time  for  holding  the  Oonrt  of  oyer  &  teminet  &.Goa1 
delivery  for  Philadelphia  County,  approaehingy  it  was  beoome  nece9- 
lary  for  the  parpose  of  holding  the  said  Oonrts  at  the  nsnal  plae% 
to  repeal ''  An  Act  for  the  bett^  secnring  &  pnnishing  persons  gnilty 
ef  tire  crimes  &  ofienoes  therein  mentioned,''  es  that  Law  ^ed  the 
trials  of  capital  offenoes  committed  in  Bnoks^  Philadelphia  &  Chester 
€pnntieB,  at  Lsaoastor. 

I  It  is  very  reonisite,  that  the  AdmimHgr  Jnriedjotion  be  estaUished  ( 
smd  the  duty  k  power  of  the  Naval  ofiosf  legnlated.  A  Hteading 
^w  seeme  necessssf  y  for  the  election  of  Justices  of  the  peaee,  St  some 
eCeotnal  mode  of  appointment  should  be  provided  in  case  the  fre%* 
-fadders  decline  to  choosci  espeeially  ae  there  may  not  be  20  ffMh 
koldera  in  some  districts  disposed  to  apply  for  ona-— A  law  to  validaip 
the  acknowledgement  &  probate  of  deeds,  before  members  of  the 
Ibrmer  Council  of  safety,  the  Justices  named  in  Goaventicm,  &  the 
wiembers  of  our  board,  in  the  time  when  regular  pcoeeedings  could 
JBOt.be  had,  or  proper  Magistrates  very  few,  deserves  your  considera- 
tien. — ^The  misehie&  arising  from  the  importation  of  slaves  are  too 
well  understood  in  Pennsylvania,  to  permit  reasons  to  be  given  for 
ian  ineiease  of  the  duty,  or.  a  prohibition.  It  is  reasonable  to  expect 
that  the  present  scarcity  oi  Labourers  will  be  soon  reliev^  in  a  far 
firefeinble  manner,  by  a  flow  of  new  comers  from  Europe*  At  the 
jame  Ume,  that  Council  recommend  a  general  consideration  of  the 
fees  of  ofiMsersi  except  those  already  improved,  made  expedient  \q  the 
^preciation  of  the  paper  currency,  they  bint  the^  abasement  of  the 
-revenne  arising  from  public  Houses,  &  the  Exdse,  &  suggest  the 
importance  of  sopplyiog  the  Treasury.  A  heavier  fine  on  Tippling- 
diouses  will  be  neccssaryto  restrain,  offenders. 
1  In  the  Course  of  the  War,  it  has  been^  fouqd  useful  to  lay  a  bridge 
across  the  Schuylkill  at  this  Citsy.  Another  bridge  over  that  river 
^as  erected  by  General  Washington  at  Providence,  in  this  County. 
And  a  third,  built  by  the  Enomy,  remains  entire.  It  is  worthy  of 
consideration,  how  these  truly  convenient  struotures  may  be  rendered 
lastingly  useful.  The  terms  on  which  they  may  be  passed,  ought  to 
be  settled. 

The  case  of  Aliens,  who  deceased  under  'the  late  government^ 
requires  legislative  interporition.  ^  Many  persons,  natives  of  foreign 
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Gonntries,  had  puroluiaed  lands  &  honsesin  Penn^lyania^ft  paid  for 
them.  Most  of  *AMr  Estates  have  received  great  improvement  by 
the  labottz  of  the.  porchasers  &  their  desceadantSi  yet  through  tin 
negl^et  of,  or  k'nrfQl  bar  wfaieh  stood  in  way  of  natoraHsaUoD,  den 
flaws  remain  in  Titles  derived  from  families  thos  oiroamstiiMei 
They  oogbl  (o  bemade  valid.  A  Ittw fbr  Ms  purpoMswsifenurly 
passed,  but  disaUiMred  thro'  the  rlsid  poUcy  cf  Britain. 

The  neeessky  ^  mahitig  a  more  liberal  proton  for  tin  Attenef* 
General,  than  is  at  preeeat  allowed  him,  we  have  tlready  meatioDM 
to  the  honorable  house.  The  dignity  at  OovemiBeot  reqains  tbk 
every  publiok  offioer  should  be  decently  supported ;  and  at  a  time  vUt 
the  professors  of  law  are  supposed  to  be  making  great  sums  of  monej 
by  espousing  the  Oause  of  the  disaffeoted.  it  appears  lo  be  peouhiilj 
faard^  that  the  Gendeteen  who  Virtuously  en§^  in  behalf  of  theii 
Countryi  and  enle^  in  publiok  offioe,  should  not  leosive  adsquiti 
OompensalioQ  for  their  servioee.  The  great  task  which  IsBs  i^on  th 
Attomey-^eneral  at  this  eritieal  and  importatt  period,  when  so  gmt 
a  number  of  capital  trials  are  coming  before  our  Oootts,  appssn  U 
OouBotI  te  requite  that  one  or  mors  Ah  GentlenMBof  th«  bwsboald 
be  retttned  for  his  assifltaiiee.  thkia  Ae  tnore  neoessaiy  as  themii 
every  reason  to  supposoi  that  some  of  the  peieoM  who  are  Ami 
with  treasonable  f  reeCioes  will  endeavor  te  ebtainy  atanyexpanesiai 
aidvios  of  Ibe  nkoet  ezpoienoed  Cfouninl  in  this  and  the  neighboonni 
etatee.  Thebringmgof  IVaitorsto  justiooisatali  timesaaobjeota 
great  importaneOi  and  mere  eapeeiaily  so  iQ  our  prssent  ei^outtitHM* 

Besides  these  subjects  of  attention,  which  may  caII  for  formal  Afltt 
of  Legislatuf  e,  it  is  necessary  to  lemind  the  honour*  House  of  B^vv' 
of  the  great  necessity  there  ia,  that  skiUfUi  auditors  be  appomd 
immediately  to  state  the  Accounts  between  Oongrcss  A  thisetsts.-* 
The  late  fatal  Gatastiophe  which  has  beUlen  the  OonnectiootMttla^ 
on  the  Siver  Susduehanna.  deplorable  es  it  is,  reooUecta  the  disponed 
footing  on  w*  these  snflbrers  stood.  Oompassion  ftnr  then,  li 
well  as  justice  to  this  State,  require  that  they  be  reminded  of  tbt 
precarious  nature  of  their  tenure,  befoie  they  re-establish  tbeatelvflf' 
It  will  perhaps  be  not  amiss  to  instruct  the  delegates  of  this  siatB  ia 
Congress,  that  as  soon  as  the  Confederation  of  the  United  Statas  be 
oompleated,  ther  take  immediate  steps  to  bring  the  Clsam  of  Coa- 
necticttt  te  land  within  the  Northerly  bounds  of  JE^nn's  patat  to 
an  early  hearing  A  adjudidMon.  It  may  also  be  femarked>  tha^  toe 
delegates  in  OdnmBS  for  Virginia,  were  furnished,  about  thirteen 
months  mnce,  wit£  the  remarke  of  the  late  AsBembly,  A  ^^  ^'^'[fl 
refer  the  dispute  conceming  boundaries  to  Gongtees,  A  that  ner^ 
has  been  made.'^ 

To  the  honouAble  house  of  Qeuetul  Attembly. 

*  6e^  page  40,  at* 


PENimTLVANIA  ARCHIYBS  Vm.  687 

Qimik  Abrolo  per  Aid  M.  €&abksom  io  T.  MAXLAac^ 

1778. 

t  •  » 

'  Head  Quartonii  Philad^  Aiijf ,  8<^  '78. 

Sir, 

Tb«  General  baa  desired  me  to  Infom  you  thai  he  has  been 
lieqiuiefeed  by  the  Board  ef  War  to  inquire  of.  yon  what  dirootiou  hap 
been  given  by  the  Council  respectiog  the  demolishiDg  the  Worka 
and  t^ng  up  tbo  Platforms. 

I  and  Sir, 

Your  yery  hum"*  serv*, 

M.  GLAJ^SON,  A.  D.  Camp. 
Direetedf 

To  Timothy  Matlack|  Esq'.  Secretary  to  Council. 


81KUBI  Waxxib  to  T.  Matlack,  1778. 

Hunoy  Farm,  Aug"  8*^^  1778. 
My  dood  niend| 

I  ree*  yonr  letter  by  Mr.  Pennington  &  rejoyoed  to  find  that 
{he  Goonsel,  as  wed  as  the  Board  of  War,  are  so  well  disposed 
to  protect  the  frontiers  at  a  time  of  so  mnch  calamity.  Col^  Hartly 
lias  arrived  with  the  detachment  of  his  Beg*  which  you  mention; 
tbo  Ool^  baa  Yiaited  onr  Neigbbonrhood,  ft  is  of  opinion  that  a  stand 
some  where  near  this  place  b  absolutely  necessary,  &  has  laid  out  a 
^mnall  Bbrt  accordingly.  I  find  that  m>m  the  attention  payed  to 
this  County  of  late,  particularly  with  the  Continental  TroopSy  that 
the  spirit  of  the  people  seems  to  be  retnming  to  them ',  great  npm- 
bers  haye  returned,  ft  I  hope  the  majority  of'  them  will  shortly  get 
Back  to  their  Homes.  Col'  Broadhead's  Beg*  did  great  service,  ft 
the  spirited  manner  in  which  Col^  Hartly  is  now  acting  will  I  doubt 
not  render  assential  service  to  the  Country.  I  observe  that  the 
Counsel  has  been  pleased  to  order  a  Considerable  number  of  militia 
into  this  County,  amongst  which  800  is  ordered  out  into  Immediate 
aervioe  of  the  mUitia  01  this  County.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  what 
kind  of  Intelligence  the  Counsel  h&a.  Sure  I  am  that  if  they  had 
been  well  informed  of  the  Diatressedy  Distracted  ft  Confused  situa- 
tion which  the  people  have  not  yet  recovered  from,  they  would  have 
fudged  it  Iinpossible  to  call  800  Troops  of  our  Militia  Immediately 
into  actual  Service^  Bxpereance  will  prove  to  you  that  what  I  say 
is  right. 
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9  6  o'Glooki  afteinoon. — Since  wmHtiDg  the  foregoing  part  of  tliii 
letter  we  have  been .  alarmM  with  InteUigeDce  of  a  raapintf'  partj  d 
about  14  being  attaok'd  in  the  field  early  this  morning,  bj  a  pai^ 
of  abont  twenty  Indiana— two  kill'd  &  aoalp'd — one  (the  ion  of 
Cap*. Brady)  mortally  ironnd  A  aealped^  &  one  taken  prisoner— tb 
other  ten  made  their  Escape*  Larking  partya  of  Indiana  are  eoa- 
Btantly  seen  aboot  us.  Several  attempts  have  been  lately  made  to 
take  off  oar  Gentenals  in  the  nbht  I  flball  be  mii6h  oUiged  to  yov 
for  a  line  by  the  retam  of  the  ibcpreai  with  a  newa  Paper  lodoied. 

I  am  sincerely  yoar  friend^  &o.y 

SAML.  WALMS. 
Directed. 

To  Timothy  Matlaok,  Bsq',  Philadelphia. 
^  Bxpre38. 


V    •■ 


Council  to  Dr.  Wm.  Shippkh,  1778. 

Philad*,  Aagnst »»,  1778. 
Sir, 

Beside  the  militia  at  Sonbory  there  are  two  other  bodies  in  Coa- 
tinentai  servioe  which  will  also  reqnire  a  snpply  of  medicine.  One 
body  consisting  of  fi?e  handred  men  at  Standing  atonei  on- Jaaftta, 
in  Bedford  Coanty ;  the  other  consiatipg  of  fonr  hundred  &  fi^J 
men  at  or  near  Eaaton.  Tou  vi)l  therefore  please  to  pay  atteatuw 
to  theae  two  bodies  at  the  same  ti^^i^  that  those  at  Saaborj  |i* 
aappliied.  The  Council  wish  to  know  immediately  what  prospeot 
there  is .  of  getting  the  medicine  to  Son  bury  esf^eciallyy  that  u 
^nsw^r  mi^  be  given  by  the  express  to  Coll.  Hartley's  appiicatioiL 

JDireeiedy 

'    To  ]>oetor  W*"  Shippen,  director  General  or  his  depnty. 


Colonel  T?.  Habtlet  to  IBoabb  oj  War,  1778. 

From  Capt.  Walker's  Letter  &  the  Information  of  sandiy  other 
People^  I  find  the  i'act  stands  thus,  relating  to  the  affair  of  yefite^ 
day,  near  Loyal  Sock. 

*  A  Corporal  k  four  men  of  my  Reg*,  with  three  MiBtia,  we» 
ordered  above  Loyal  Sock  aboat  two  miles,  to  Ooard  14  j^persft 
.Craydlers,  who  were  also  armed,  to  cat  the  crain  of  an  nDoappy 
man,  who  had  his  wife  and  four  children  mardered  ly  the  Inditn*' 


f 
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•Oa  Friday  thej  ant  the  Oreafer  part  of  the  Qttin,  &  iatendad  to 
have  oompleated  the  ^hole  next  morning;  four  of  the  Beapeis 
impropeily  moved  off  that  night.  The  rest  went  to  work  in  the 
morning ;  the  Graydlers,  four  in  number,  by  themflelves,  nbar  tha 
faoQse ;  the  Reapers  some  what  Distant.  The  Reapers,  except  young 
Mr.  Brady,  placed  their  Guns  round  a  tree.  Mr.  Brady  thought 
this  wrong,  &  put  his  gun  some  little  distance  from  the  rest.  The 
morning  was  very  foggy.  About  an  Hour  after  Sunrise  the  Reapers 
ft  Sentry  were  surprised  by  a  number  of  Indians  under  eorer  of  the 
Fog.  The  Sentry  retired  towards  the  Reapers;  the  Reapers,  all 
except  young  Mr.  Brady,  began  to  retire  immediately.  Mr.  Brady 
made  towards  the  Riffle ;  he  was  pursued  by  three  Indians,  &  witliiii 
a  few  rods  of  it  was  wounded  by  a  ahot ;  he  ran  for  some  distance 
&  then  fell*  He  rec^  another  wound  w*^  a  speas,  was  Tomyhawked 
and  soalped  in  an  Instant  The  sentry  fired  his  Gun,  but  was  sooa 
nfter,  shot  down,  a4  also  a  Militia  man.  Another  Militia  man  ^s 
snissiog,  supposed  to  be  killed.  The  Graydlers,  on  hearing  a  Hollowj 
asseaded  an  emmenenoe,  &  saw  part  of  this  unhappy  attack.  The 
Indians,  in  a  few  seoonds  fifter,  left  the  Field.  Ibe  Corporal  ft 
three  Men,  who  were  with  the  CraydlerSi  proposed  to  make  a  atan4i 
but  the  others  thought  it  Imprndent.  Young  Mr.  Brady,  who  is 
an  exceeding  fine  young  FelloW|  soon  after  rose  and  came  to  the 
House.  A  worthy  man  of  the  name  of  Mr.  Jerome  Yeness^  ven- 
tured to  remain  with  him  ft  oover'd  his  wounds ;  the  other  Graydlers, 
being  acquainted  with  the  Country,  disperaed  aiid  flad  towards  Wal- 
laces ;  the  Corp'  ft  three  men  pushed  right  down  the  road.  At  Loyal 
Sack  they  were  fired  upon  by  a  Party  of  Indians ;  they  returned  the 
fire.  The  Indians  Fled  ft  the  Soldiers  retook  two  horses  from  them, 
which  they  carryed  to  Wallaces.  Cap*  Walker^  upon  recei'  notice, 
immediately  marched  after  the  Enemy,  but  they  had  gained  too 
much  Time;  they  had  retired  to  the  mountuns.  Capt  Walker 
crossed  after  Mr.  Brady  in  a  Bier;  he  is  now  here,  but  there  is  very 
little  hope  of  bis  recovery.  There  were  ab^  30  Indians,  and  were 
8U|^ettd  to  be  MiAgoes.  Tho'  few  men  were  lost  in  the  above 
attack,  yet  we  may  observe  ft  infer  that  too  much  caution  cannot  be 
used  in  a  war  with  these  savages.  That  Bcavery  ft  steadiness  ia  of 
use.    The  Firmness  ft  Friendship  of  Mr.  Vepess  does  him  great 

Honor. 

T.  M. 

August  the  9th,  1778. 


An  Exsbaot* 

^'  I  have  just  bow  information  from  Jacob  Erb  of  some  develiah 
jMraoUoes  oarryuig  on  by  the  ingjrossing  Yillians  ft  others,  to  evade 
the  Act  of  AsseinUy  reapectLag  t^e  Stilla.  He  says  they  are  bu«r 
pniehaamg  Grain  of  ail  kinds  in  this  and  the  adjacent  county,  ft 
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had  occasion  io  do  Bameaa.  We  are  now  des^ote  of  most  of  the 
CoDvenienoes  of  Life,  bat  we  shall  with  Pleasure  submit  to  ever/ 
IneQUTeDievoe,  m  we  ha?e  a  prospeot  of  Jbeiog  useful  to  our  CoaDtiy. 
The  Medieiue  Gbesfc,  could  probably  be  forwarded  bj  John  Mitoyi, 
Ksqr.,  A.  p.  Q'  M'  Qeu\  ia  |he  Citj. 
I  am,  Goutlenen^ 

With  the  greatest  Bespect, 
Your  most  obed*  ' 

&  most  humble  servS 

THO'S  HA£TLEY. 

Directed, 

To  The  Honourable  Esmtive  Cowmlitf  the  State  of  Peaasjinnii 
at  Philadelphia. 


Col.  T.  HabtIiBY  to  Ooxtncil  ?  1TT8. 

Sunberry,  10  Ang^,  1778. 
Oentlemen/ 

In  my  last  to  yon  of  the  2  lust,  I  mentioned  the  steps  I  bad  then 
taken,  &  the  situation  of  these  Frontiers.  Since  then  I  hare  dis- 
posed of  the  militia  who  have  arrived,  at  different  posts,  for  the  Pro- 
tection of  the  People.  Every  man  of  my  own  Beg^  who  could  pos- 
sibly go,  I  have  also  sent  upon  Command. 

We  have  lent  every  aid  to  reap  Sc  get  in  the  Harvest,  much  moie 
will  be  saved  than  I  could  possibly  have  imagined. 

Berks  County  has  famished  ito  Quota  of  mQitia.  L>°^^^ 
Con^  has  fallen  far  short  Northumberland  County  ^^^^^^ 
distressed ;  many  of  the  Inhabitants  fled  &  not  returned,  could  ai»n 
but  few  men  to  act  in  the  general  scale  of  militia.  The  Wjomiog 
Companies  have  not  joined  me,  nor  have  I  heard  of  the  detachmeDi 
of  my  Beg«  jwnt  to  .Northampteii.  Vx(m  tfaesef  causes  jail  oor  exer- 
tions here  must  fall  short  of  the  services  wanted  by  an  unhappj^ 
intimidated  Frontier.  .  .  , 

My  object,  as  I  mentioned  in  my  last,  was  to  fix  some  frmap* 
Frontier  posts,  which  we  were  to  maintain,  if  possible ;  A  fp^^  ^ 
many  smaller  detechmentB  for  the  P^oteotien  of  partieoisr  sotUe- 
ments,  as  we  could.  All  the  Fsople  of  the  West  Bftaoh  a^ 
Wallace's  (who  lives  near  Mnncy)  bud  ied  Si  evaouatsd  their  aet«^ 
mente— so  on  the  North-East  Braneh,  all  above  Nesoopeok  AU«  vj^ 
gone.  I  was  resolved  to  hdd  posts  at  both  these  extremes^  ** 
have  an  intermediate  one  on  the  head  waters  of  Ohelesqusqoe-^"^ 
had  been  a  9mall  work  began  near  one  Jenkinaei^  about  £▼>  "^^ 

~        Trsek,  thae  I  haw.g»inB«i  * 


St9m  Nesoopeek  Falls,  near  Brior  Omek, 
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have  a  Body  in  tbe  Forks  of  GholeBquaqtie,  but  Ae  left  Hank  on 
tha  West  Branoh^  whicli  was  moat  exposed;  k  where  the  greatest 
present  danger  appeared,  I  Tisited,  &  as  I  before  obsen^d,  found 
fSL\  Ubie  settl^ienta,  above  Wallaoe's  evacuated;  those  about  Muncj 
ft  beloW)  wavering  k  doubtful!.  Indians  daily  appearing — ^ao 
women  or  Obiidren  having  ventured  to  return.  The  inhabitants 
alrovgly  pressed  that  they  should  have  Troops  amongst  them;  k  that 
some  Fortress  should  be  Built  to  cover  that  part  of  the  Country;  k 
afford  an  assylum  to  their  Families  in  case  of  necessity.  G^l. 
Pehaa  and  several  other  gentlemen  were  with  me,  we  considered  & 
examined  on  all  sides ;  we  found  none  of  the  Houses  properly  situated 
to  admit  of  a  stockade  Fort  of  any  real  use.  We  found  those  settle- 
ments in  Danger;  they  were  uaefull  from  their  Fertility  of  soil;  k 
the  Industry  of  the  Inhabitants;  besides  beinff  the  Frontier^— for  if 
ttiese  people  once  gave  way;  there  would  not  be  long  an  Inhabitant 
above  Sunbury  or  Northumberland— «  valuable  Country  would  be 
depopulated  k  some  thousand  persons  mined;  added  to  this,  if  the 
settlements  toward  the  Bald  Eagle  k  great  Island  were  to  return;  k 
to  be  covered  k  supported;  there  was  a  necessity  for  a  secure  post 
about  mid-wi^.  Upon  the  wholC;  we  were  dear  of  opinion  that  a 
Fort  ought  to  be  Built  near  Saml.  Wallace's;  about  two  miles  from 
Muncy  Creek;  I  therefore;  directed  one  to  be  laid  out  accordingly; 
a  rough  plan  of  which  I  enclose  you.  The  Bastions  are  to  be  built 
of  Fascines  k  clay — if  there  is  not  leasure  to  compleat  the  whole  of 
the  same  materials;  the  Curtains  are  to  be  finished  with  Stokadc; 
thescj  with  the  fixrttS;  will  answer  the  purpose  intended — such  of 
my  men  aa  aie  there  with  the  militia  k  Inhabitants;  are  at  work ; 
the  puUiok  will  have  ta  pay  but  a  small  ezpeaee;  thoasaftds  of 
pounds  will  be  saved,  as  well  as  many  Lives. 

It  may  be  said  that  these  Forts  are  of  but  little  Security  to  the 
Inhabitants;  that  Indians  may  paaa  them;  so  it  is  possible;  but  their 
depredations  will  not  be  so  great  The  Confidence  of  the  People 
will  be  raised  by  the  workS;  k  £r<nn  the  beginning  of  the  works  to 
the  present  time  a  party  has  been  intimidated  by  having  an  Enemy 
in  the  rear,  especially  if  the  latter  was  of  a  superior  Force. 

From  the  above  reasons,  k  considering  the  Inclosed  sketch  of 
PathS;  &ca.;  compared  with  the  map  of  Pennsylvania;  I  hope  my 
conduct  will  receive  the  approbation  of  the  Honourable  Council. 

The  savages  have  again  appeared  in  some  sort  of  Force.  I  send 
yon  inclosed  a  Copy  Coll.  Butler's  letters  to  me,  k  my  answer;  also 
an  account  of  an  affair  which  happened  yesterday  morning  about  the 
time  I  left  Wallace's. 

The  Indians  have  gained  so  much  plunder  ft  have  met  with  so 
little  opposition;  that  I  imagine  they  are  Induced  to  pay  another 
visit  to  these  Frontiers.  The  western  ft  northern  Expeditions  will 
not  aifect  several  of  the  Barbarians  who  are  committing  these  depre- 
dations. As  no  injury  has  been  lately  committed  in  Cumberland  or 
Bedford,  if  (too«thkdl  or  three-fourths  of  the  militia  ordered  to  the 
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Btandfog  stone,  were  Bent  to  this  plaoe,  I  ooald  employ  them  yoj 
tisefttlly.  I  am  happy  enough  to  agree  well  with  the  nulitia,  Ihop« 
they  will  do  aa  maeh  good  aa  can  be  expected  from  them. 

It  will  be  neoeesary  that  we  should  have  at*least  two  Iron  fou  or 
ux  pounderSi  for  the  work  I  have  mentioned,  also  ten  or  iveln 
swivels ;  I  hope  you  will  be  pleased  to  send  them  on  to  Coxes  Ton 
as  soon  as  possible,  from  whence  we  will  endeavour  to  g^t  them  ^ 
by  Wator  or  some  other  means. 

The  militia  of  Northumberland  are  poor  indeed,  they  comphiB, 
many  of  them,  of  having  four  or  five  months  pay  due  to  them,  ibis 
would  be  a  present  relief  to  them  if  they  had  it,  be  pleased  to  Kod 
a  sum  for  that  purpose,  money  is  also  wanted  for  other  uses.  The 
attacks  upon  the  Frontiers  are  really  become  serious. 

We  are  subject  to  some  inconveniences  here,  but  shall,  with  the 
utmost  alacrity,  do  all  the  good  we  can.  The  Harvest  prevented  me 
last  week  from  sending  a  Detachment  on  the  Indian  paths,  we  bopi 
to  attompt  it  the  close  of  the  present  week — aa  I  have  not  ordend 
the  Wyominff  Companies  to  Join  me,  I  presume  the  Detachment  of 
my  Beg'  in  Northampton  County,  is  order^  to  march  here— 1  Bhall 
dispose  of  it  as  well  as  I  am  able.  The  Bc»rer|  CoL  Antis  will  be 
able  to  give  you  further  information. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 

Yr.  Honors  most  obed.  & 

mo.  Hble  serv*, 
THO  HABTLEr,  CdL, 

CommandiDi 

P.  8.  Aug.  10th.  By  several  fresh  advieen,  we  shall  probiU; 
soon  have  some  of  the  Barbarians  to  attack  the  settlements. 


RBBOLUnON  OF  ASSBMBLT,   1778. 

In  General  Assembly, 

Tuesday,  Aug*  lltb,  1778. 

The  petition  of  the  State  Navy  Offioers  for  the  loan  of  the  Brig 
Convention,  was  read  a  second  Kmo,  and  after  some  debate  and  ooft- 
sideration  had  thereon,  it  was 

Reioived,  That  Col.  Kirkbride  &  Col.  Lowrey  wait  on  the  Hooble 
the  Executive  Council,  and  inform  them  that  this  house  is  doeirooi 
of  Conferring  with  them  on  the  subject  of  the  State  Fleet  and  Db- 
fenoe  of  the  Biver ;  and  that  the  Council  would  appcnnt  a  Tmt  nr 
such  Conference. 

Bxtract  from  the  minutes 

JOHN  MOBBIS;  Jr., 

Clk.ofOen.AaB'j- 
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Philip  Pricb  to  V.  P,  Brtak,  1778. 

EiDgsesSy  Angost  y*  12th|  1778. 

To  his  Bzoelenoj  lihe  President  or  Vice  President  of  the  Proyinpe  of 
PensjlTania. 

Geatlemeo; 

These  tre  to  inform  you  that  I  haye  in  my  possession  on  my 
meadows  on  tinioum  IsUand  in  the  township  of  Kidley,  three  two 
Tears  old  Oolts,  they  Property  of  Christopher  Wilson,  a  person  who 
has  gone  off  with  the  British  army  &  has  been  Proscnb'  by  the 
Executiye  Counsill  of  this  State  bat  has  not  surrendered  himself^  as 
I  haye  heard  of,  and  as  I  apprehend  his  Estate  forfeited.  I  Giye 
you  notice  of  they  afot'  Colt. 

PHILIP  PKICB. 

P.  S.  The  Colts  has  been  on  my  Lands  since  the  fost  of  April 
Last.  P.  p. 

Directed, 

To  His  Ezcelency  the  President  or  Vice  President  of  Pensylyania. 


Appointmekt  07  Edward  Burd^  1778. 

Ang»  12, 1778, 
Pennsylyania  ss. 

The  Hononrable  The  Snpream  Ezecntiye  Ooondl  of  The  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylyania. 

We  the  SabscriberSy  Justices  of  the  Supream  Coorl  and  of  the 
Courtff  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  and  Oeneral  Ooal  Deliyery  in  and  for 
the  Commonwealth  aforesaid,  do  hnmbly  certify,  that  we  haye 
nominated  and  appointed,  and  by  these  presents,  in  yirtue  of  the 

Ewer  &  authority  yested  in  us  by  law,  do  nominate  and  appoint 
Iward  Burd,  Esquire,*  Attorney  at  Law,  to  be  Prothonotary  or 
Clerk  of  the  seyeral  Courts  aforesaid,  to  hold  and  exercise  the  said 
cfiees,  and  to  reoeiye  all  legal  fees  &  profits  to  the  same  appertainingi 
as  long  as  he  shall  behaye  himself  well  therein }  and  we  do  further 
humbly  request  the  said  Council  to  oommissionate  him  accordingly. 
Giyea  under  our  hands  and  seals  this  twelfth  day  of  August  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seyen  hundred  and  seyenty  eight. 

THO.  M'KBAN.  [l.  a.' 
WILL-ATLEE.  [l.  s/ 
JOHN  EVANS.    [L.  8.; 

•  Ccaflrmedby  Gouaoil  Sept  1,  see  CoL  Reo.,  YoL,  ZI.  p.  666. 
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Council  to  State  Navy  Board,*  1778. 

Fbiladelphia,  12th  Angoit,  1778- 
Gknt. 

About  BIZ  months  sinoe  Oounoil  instracted  you  to  suffer  sach  of 
the  barges  called  Guard  Boats  belonging  to  this  State  to  be  fitted  out 
by  private  Adrenturers  at  their  cost  &  oharges,  to  enterprise  in  the 
river  Delaware  against  the  Enemy,  for  a  time  specified,  these  adven* 
turers  givinff  security  for  the  Boats,  &  taking  all  they  could  set 
But  the  preference  was  to  be  given  to  the  officers  ft  men  of  our  fleet 
on  the  same  terms  that  others  .ofier  to  take  them,  which  were  to  find 
yictualsi  ammunition  ft  Marines. 

Something  it  seems  has  been  done  in  pursuanoe  of  the  above  In- 

gruotions»  fmr  a  prize  is  just  arrived  taken  by  one  or  more  of  tkese 
arges.    This  circumstance  leads  to  an  inquiry  into  the  time  of 
Cruise  which  had  been  specified  in  this  case,  for  we  had  no  idea  of 

Crmitting  the  use  of  them  till  this  time;  Especially  as  the  Enemy 
ing  gone  out  of  Delaware,  the  first  ground  on  which  the  scheme 
was  founded,  was  entirely  gone — ^However  there  is  no  design  to  con- 
trovert the  right  of  the  Captors  to  tbeirprixes  in  this  Instance,  It  is  touJc 
whether  the  officers  ft  men  of  ,our  Navy  have  stepped  forth  on  this 
occasion  on  the  fboting  slated;  Yia.,  to  find  menft  vietmisft  fitthem 
out  This  includes  in  it  a  renunciation  of  all  pay,  rations  ft  other 
advantages  accruing  to  them  as  officers  ft  privates  of  our  fleet  for  the 
time,  as  otherwise,  they  are  not  on  the  same  footing  that  others  ofiered 
to  take  the  Barges. 

Council  would  bQ  glad  to  learn  how  fiir  their  offer  to  the  people  in 
the  pay  of  this  State  has  been  complied  with;  as  they  have  reason  to 
woBi^eot,  that  some  nnremoaabb  men  who  acted  under  it  have  elained 
to  reoeive  Wages  ft  rations^  as  if  they  had  beecsi  in  service  doling 
the  tioie.  Your  .attention  to  ft  observatioul  on  tUa  snl^eot  an 
desired. 

Directed, 
To  the  Navy  Board  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  The  Asseataly  I7  x«salatlon  of  ISih,  i«8olve4  that  the  StatorNavy  BoeMr 
being  no  loagfer  neoesaacy,  be  4iMusa«d  by  Coaoeil,  and  passed  a  vote " 

thanks  for  their  senricesy  and  on  the  17th  they  were  dismiMed  by  Coasfiu- 
8ee  CoL  Rec,  Vol.,  XL  p.  634-5. 
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At  k  Oourt  Martial  held  «t  Philadelphia,  the  18«>  of  Augo^it;  1778. 

Oap«  NsthiA  Boyf ,  PreaideDi. 

Cap**  Montgomery^  Cop<"  Martin, 
Garland;  Greenway. 

Roach,  Erwin, 

M'Fatriclr,  Lien**  Berry, 
Potts,  Sinnnonds, 

Harrison,  Fit2  Simmons^ 

Watkin,  Myers. 

PEXSONZE  BXFORB  THS  OOT^IT. 

I 

Baaiiiel  Fefd,  2«  Liea«  of  the  Effingham  Oalloy,  Cfanged  hy  Capt 
Hugh  Montgomery,  of  a*  Gallfly,  &r  deaevting  to  the  Enemy  during 
file  Siege  of  Fort  Afifflin. 

The  Prisoner  acknowledges  he  deserted  from  the  s'  Galley.  That 
W-  Kilpatrick,  (the  !•*  Liea«  of  si*  Galley)  toM  him  (q  go  into  the 
Boat.  That  he  did  not  know  where  he  was  going.  That  he  asked 
where  they  was  going.  That  they  told  him  to  see  their  Wifes.  That 
they  said  they  oonld  not  leave  him  behind,  for  fear  he  should  dis- 
cover the  Plot  That  a  Scotch  Gnard  lay  at  the  place  where  they 
landed,  and  took  them.  That  they  was  sent  to  Philadelphia  before 
Lord  Gemwallb.  That  he  had  his  liberty  to  go  about  the  City,  sola^ 
Liquor,  and  used  to  eo  down  the  Biver  as  far  as  Tenicum  Island,  to 
buy  Provisions  for  ois  family  while  the  Baefny  were  in  Phila- 
delphia. That  before  the  ^nemy  left  the  City,  an  English  Officer 
eaird  upon  him  to  know  if  he  would  go  with  them.  That  he 
answered  No.  That  the  s'  Officer  then  took  him  up  and  put  him  in 
the  Prove.  That  he  then  Apply'd  to  s*  Officer  by  Letter,  and  in« 
form'd  him  that  he  would  ao  with  them.  That  he  went  with  the 
Enemy  to  Monmouth  Court  House,  and  on  the  day  of  Action  there, 
left  them,  Bought  a  Horse,  and  came  to  Head  '<iaarters  at  Bruns- 
wick. That  he  there  received  orders  to  go  to  General  Arnold,  at 
Philadelphia,  which  he  did,  and  there  got  ^  Certificate  from  s* 
General  to  go  to  Lewis  Nicola,  Town  Major,  and  deliver  himself  up, 
which  he  did,  and  had  a  Certificate  from  a*  Nicola,  who  told  him  to 
go  to  the  Commodore^  or  his  Captaini  and  d^livei:  jbimself  up. 

EVIDENCE. 

Cap*  William  Watkin,  (of  the  Guard  Boat  Brimstone),  dedaretk 

on  Oath,  That  there  was  two  Galleys  and  two  ArmM  Boats  ordered 

upon  Guard  to  look  out  behind  Hog  Island.    That  Cap*  Montgomery 

asked  him  to  come  on  board,  which  he  did.    That  they  eat  Supper 

Vol.  YL-aO 
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and  he  went  to  Bed  witb  Gap*  Mon^mery  betwixt  9  and  10  o'Clocl. 
That  the  Prisoner  had  the  P*  Watch  upon  Deck.  That  when 
the  Watch  was  caU'd  at  12  o'Clook,  s*  Watkin  came  upon  Deck,  tnd 
at  the  same  time  Mr.  Kilpatrick,  the  l«t  Lieu%  oame  upon  Ded. 
That  the  Prisoner  and  s^  Kilpatrick  were  together  on  Deck.  That 
the  Prisoner  and  b«  Kilpatrick  went  into  the  Oabbin.  That  6«  Wat- 
kin  went  into  the  Cabbin  and  saw  one  of  them  have  a  handkerchief 
in  their  hand  with  somethingin  it,  which  they  put  under  the  Ladder 
going  into  the  Cabbin,  as  &^  Watkin  went  down.  That  s^  Kilpatriek 
aaid,  Gap*  Watkin  had  better  turn  into  his  birth.  That  s*  Watkin 
answered  and  said  that  Mr.  Ford  had  been  upon  Deck  four  boon, 
and  that  he  had  better  take  a  Nap.  That  Kilpatrick  said  Mr. 
Ford  did  not  want  to  turn  in,  and  Mr.  Ford  said  he  was  not  sleepy. 
That  8*  Watkin  then  tum'd  in  and  went  to  sleep.  That  ia  the 
morning  at  day  light,  one  of  the  People  came  and  balFd  Gap*  Mont- 
gomery, and  aoquunted  him  there  was  no  Officers  nor  Men  upon 
Deck,  t^at  they  were  all  gone.  That  Gap*  Montgomery  pA  hb 
hand  behind  him  to  feel  for  8<  Watkin,  and  said,  **  Watkio,  are  joo 
gone  too  r*  (having  miss'd  him).  That  ^  Watkin  sud,  <<  Not  jet^ 
Mess  Mate/' 

The  Oourt  refer'd  their  Opinion  to  the  next  day. 


A(  a  Court  Martial  held  at  Philadelphia  the  14'*'  of  August^  1778. 

Cap*  Nathan  Boys,  President. 

Cap^  Montgomery,  Cap*  Erwin. 

Garland,  Lieu"  Berry, 
Koach,  Fell, 

M'Fatrick,  Simmonds, 

Potts,  ^  Cassen, 

Harrison,  Fitz  3immonS| 

Martin,  Bremen. 

Oreenway, 

PaisoNKa. 

Samuel  Ford,  2'  Lieu*  of  the  Effingham  Galley,  being  brongbt  ofl 
Trial  the  day  before.  Was  brought  before  the  Court  and  tsked 
several  Questions,  also  if  he  had  any  Evidences  to  bring,  or  any  thing 
BiOFe  lo  say  in  hia  defenoe. 

Prisoner  answer'd,  not  any. 
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Opmiow. 

The  Govrt  Seriouriy  oonaidered  the  Cbaife  alledged  MMOst  the 
Prboneri  having  heard  his.  defence,  and  the  Evidence.  The  Gourfe 
are  of  Opinion  that  the  Priaoaer,  Samuel  Vofd,  ia  Guilty  of  Deatb| 
a^d  Therefore  the  Court  do    ' 

Sentence  the  a*  Prisoneri  Samuel  Fordj  to  suffer  Death  bj  being 
Shoit.* 

NATHAN  BOYS,  President 

JOHN  THO&NTON,  Cl'k. 


B.  M.  G.  ISAAo  Mblohsb  to  Council,  1778. 

Gent, 

I  fear  you  have  Misunderstood  Mr.  Ozeas;  all  I  at  present  wanted 
was  an  order  from  y^  Councilon  Jsmes  Young,  Esq.,  W.  M.  G.| 
to  assist  me  with  Carts  or  Waggons  to  secure  the  Wood  I  have 
already  purdiaaed;  besidea  which  am  about  to  Contract  with  a  Gent, 
for  a  large  supply — as  well  for  the  use  of  this  State  as  for  the  United 
States.    I  beg  your  attention  to  the  premisesj  and  am, 

Gent.. 

your  most  obedient  serv't, . 

L  MELCHEBy 

B.  M.  G. 

^Philadelphia,  13  Aug't,  1778. 

Ur.  Toung  will  supply  me  on  your,  given  an  order. 


B.  M.  G.  Isaac  Mslohxr  to  Cotjitoil,  1778. 

Qent, 

The  officers  and  privates  belong'g  to  the  State  Navr  have  made 
application  to  me  for  Wood,  Straw  &  Caiidlefl^  ss  usual.  I  am  ap- 
prehensive it  will  not  bd  in  my  power  to  afford  them  that  relieff  I 
oou'd  wish  (with  the  most  e«|ential  article  Wood)  without  the 
imediate  assistance  of  the  Wacgon  Master  General  of  this  State,  to 
whom  I  have  already  applyM,  &  reo'ed  the  inclosed  answer^  to 

4 

•  8ee  CoL  Bm.,  Yeh,  XX.  pp.  Ml,  666. 
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wbioh  the  H'ble  Conncil  will  be  pkffed  to  be  refer'd.  I  sotieil 
joar  aid  &  interposition  in  granting  me  an  ord^r  for  as  manj  Wu- 
gpns  or  Carta  as  I  maj  firom  time  to  time  find  neeessary  to  sttpplj 
m^  State  Troops,  as  veil  as  fer  v*  Oontrnental  serviee,  IF  I  shosM 
hav«  oecasion  fottmj  more  for  the  serrfce  of  the  States  in  genenl, 
besides  supplying  the  State  Troops  it  has  been  customary  for  our 
department  to  siippfy  Coimeil  k  the  Aimmhlj  Hie  neoessity  of 
laying  in  a  proper  Stock  for  the  Winter,  in  a  measure  in  which  I* 
flatter  myself  I  shldl  hav^  the  hearty  conoorrence  of  the  CoondL 

'  lim  with  rnuoh  Bespeot, 

your  most  obed't  Scrv't, 

I.  HELCHEB,  B.  M.  G. 

Philada.,  13th  Aug",  1778. 


Ijt.  John  Caroxhkbs  to  V,  P.  Brtan,  1778. 

GuStalt,  AMt  18, 1778. 

With  much 'Difficulty  arms  have  been  procured  fbr  the  HiliUA 
ordered  from  this  couqty  to  standing  stone,  soibe  of  the  men  are 
gone  and  some  are  'now  ready  to  msreh,  font  for  want  of  oamp 
kettles^  huversaokes  &  canteens,  which  articles  are  not  to  be  had 
herfi^  the  me^  are  very  uneasy,  and  numbers  on  that  accouut  refuKfl 
to  march  untill  they  are  supplied  at  least  with  kiettles.    Coi.  Broad- 
head's  reg't  marched  this  morning  to  Pittriitirgh,  well  supplied, 
which  has  enraged  the  militia  to  see  themselves  neglected.    I  vu 
perhaps  iif  as  ufleasy  a  situatton'  as  eati  be  imagined,ln  tb!s  teipe^ 
as  the  militia  look  to  me  for  every  thing,  &  I  know  not  how  to  bate 
them  supplied.    The  Quarter  Maktsc  here  says  he  has  none  of  tboae 
articles,  nor  knows  nothing  where,  nor  how  they  may  be  bad— if  >| 
be  my  Duty  to  furnish  the  Militia  with  those  necessaries,  I  would 
be  glad.to^  ^e  inferaed  by  Ooimnif.mittgce,  to  4ppty  fit  ^m-'^ 
order  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  men  who  are  this  moment  on 
the  parade,  I  was  obliged  to  send  express  to  Lebanon  for  e  fcv 
kettles^  ^n*  witit  litt)e£opeii  c^f  .sncceas.  , 

I  ett.  fiiir,  wUb  angb  jr«q>ealy 
'  '  foewvei^BiiSi^niBt^ 

•  Jiro.  OAROTffEffie, 
):       :.   .              ;      .            '       .     Lieut;  of  CumbM.(foantT.    . 
Directed, 
To  George  BryMi)  Bs^'*^  Vllfe  JEVfeidittL " 
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Infobiiation  op  Mb.  William  Stbakicb,  17T8. 

>ftehlry«  to  Iiia  five  negroes  taken  with  him  by  the  Adminl 
Count  lyEetaiog. 

Three  of  the  aboTe  negroes,  two  males  &  one  female,  were  his 
domestics  in  Philadelphia,  previous  16  his  going  to  Barbaidoes,  and 
are  well  known  by  those  who  were  oonversant  with  his  family ;  the 
Qtber,  two  are,  one  a  male  of  abont  twenty  three  years  old^  the 
tHher  a  wasberwomfm,  &  like  the  former  mere  domestics. 

Ang.  13, 1778. 


« 

'  SbPORT  RBBPBCKlia  Wm.  Stbakkb^  1778. 

At  a  Ernird  of  War^  Angurt  IS,  1779. 

\  The  bojiid  having  lakea  into  oonsld^ratf on  iJie  ttemerial  of  the 

hon'ble  the  Sienr.  Gerard,  relative  to  llr.  WflUaai  Slrakw^a  eue,k 

made  inquiry  into  the  asme^  bw  leave  to  refer  Congress  to  the 

inclosed  stete  of  facts  signedT  by  Olr.  Straker;  and  to  add  that  they 

hav^  seen  the  article  of  co-partnership  referred  to  by  him  between 

Hr.  Straker  ft  his  brother-in-law  Mr.  James  Budden — ^that  they 

find  by  Mr.  Budden's  information  ft- letters,  that  Mr.  Straker  sailed 

for  Barbadoes  before  the  commencement  of  hostilities  in  April,  1775, 

and  merely  oa  th^  business  of  their  oo-partnerahip — ^That  Mr. 

Straker  durinj^his^  absence  did  n^t  draw  his  ra6ney  on  effects  from 

hence,  but  on  the  eontrary,  transmitted  a  number  of  bills  to  his 

paMft;  and  thai  the  company  have  a  large  sum  in  the  loan  office 

of  the  United  States.— That  Capt.  William  Bndden  declares  that 

'he  daring  the  enemy^s  possession  of  Philadelphia,  wrote  to  Mr. 

Straker,  informing  him  that  if  he  came  to  Philadelphia,  he  could 

'easily  pass  from  thence  into  the  country — this  also  is  certified 

Jointly  by  him  ft  his  sister  Mrs,  Wilson.    That  since  Mr.  Straker^i 

Tetnm  to  Pennsylvaniai  he  has  taken  the  oath  of  aUeflnance.  ^ 

;jSdelity  to  the  State.  •     ' 

From  this  view  of  his  oaae,  the  Board  pttbmit  to  Cotf^eas  the 

.  following  opinion : 

That  Mr.  William  Straker,  lately  taken  on  board  the  ship  Lord 

'Howe,  by  the  fleet  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  is,  and  ough^  b^ 

considered  as  a  ^nUeetof  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  j  and  that  the 

hon'ble  the  Sienr.  Gerod|  Sinister  of  his  moat  GhritfUa]^  Majesty,  be 
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desired  to  release  the  said  Mr.  Straker,  and  oanae  hia  property  to 
be  reatered  to  him. 

By  order  of  j*  Board, 

TIM.  PIGEESINa. 


Bbsolutiok  of  Cohgrbss  &BSPB0TIN6  Wk*  Stbakbb,  1778. 

la  Oongreaa,  Aag.  14, 1778. 

The  board  of  war  to  whom  the  memorial  of  the  hon'ble  the  Sieor. 
Gerard/  reUtive  to  Mr.  William  Stnker  waa  referred,  haying  mads 
report  thereon,  and  the  same  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  and  papers  referred  to  relative  to 
Mr.  Strakiu*,  be  refisrred  to  tho  ffOTomment  of  thd  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania, to  determine  whether  they  will  eonsider  Mr.  William  Stri- 
ker, lately  laade  «  prisovier  by  the  Count  d'Estaing's  sqnadroD,  a  ft 
citizen  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  if  the  said  ^vernmeQt 
shall  determine  to  consider  and  receive  as  a  citizen  of  their  state  the 
said  William  Straker;  that  they  be  desired  to  tmnsmit  a  oerUfieate 
of  their  detenBination  to  the  Sieor.  Qeiard,  Miniater  plenipotentiaiy 
of  his  most  Ghrisliaa  Majesty. 

Sztniet  from  the  Bfinvtes, 

OHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


i*»»" 


Rbsolution  ov  CoKauBss,  1778. 

In  OoDgress,  Angost  14, 1778. 

Whereas,  it  is  of  great  oonseqnenoe  to  the  general  weal,  tbst  tbe 
enemy  at  New  York  should  not  be  supplied  with  provisions,  wU^ 
may  relieve  the  distress  at  present,  previdling  in  their  armj  ^ 
fleet,  and  for  the  more  effectual  execution  of  the  embargo.  , 

Besolved,.  That  the  vice-president  &  supreme  executive  conncfl  w 
fhe  state  of  Pennsylvania,  be  requested  to  station  one  of  their  pJ^ 
noder  command  of  a  vigiknt  officer,  near  the  mouth  of  the  oap^ 
May  channel,  With  orders  to  search  all  vessels  that  mav  be  ^^^^ 
bound,  either  through  Cape  Mi^  channel,  or  the  Befswsrei  w  ^ 
any  such  shall  be  found  exporting  provisions  contcaiy  to  w  tf>* 

»  See  pages  671,  678  j  also  Col.  See.  Vol.  XH.  p.  561 
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bsrgb,^  tbat  tbey  be  bfought  before  government  Id  answer  for  snob; 
ibeir  misconduot. 

Bxtraot  from  the  minutes. 

GHA.  THOMSON,  Sec^y. 


BspoBT  OF  Committee  of  Congress,  &c.|  BESPECTiNa 

PbOPE&TT  in  PfllLADBLPHIA,  1778. 

'  Tbe  Committee  of  Congress  in  ooxgnnetion  with  the  Committee 
appointed  by  die  Supreme  Executive  Couneil  of  the  State  of  Peno- 
jBvlyania,  to  ascertain  tbe  property  of  the  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandize, in  possession  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
at  the  time  it  was  evaouated  by  the  enemy,  viz*:  so  far  as  to  deter- 
'mine  whether  any,  or  what  part  thereof,  may  belong  to  the  King  of 
Oreat  Britain,  or  to  any  of  his  subjects.  Beg  leave  to  report,  Aat 
they  find  Captain  Stephen  Backhouse,  of  Liverpoole,  in  the  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain,  came  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia  in  December  last, 
with  a  cargo  of  liverpoole  salt,  a  part  of  which  he  deposited  in  a 
store,  belonging  to  Joseph  Priohard,  on  the  lower  side  of  Chestnut 
street  wharf 

That  on  the  twentv-third  day  of  the  same  month  the  said  Stephen 
Backhouse,  in  behalf  of  himself,  and  one  Nicholas  Asheton,  of 
Liverpoole  aforesaid,  did  consign  the  said  salt  to  Messrs.  Amos 
.Fonlke^  an  inhabitant  of  this  city,  and  one  WUliam  Backhouse, 
who  came  to  this  city  from  New  York,  last  fall  or  winter,  either  with 
the  enemy  or  some  little  time  after.  The  form  of  the  consignment 
is  as  follows,  viz :  "^ 

Messrs.  Backhouse  and  Foulke. 

Gentlemen, 

The  salt  in  Mr.  Prichards  and  Mr.  Barges  stores,  belonging  to 
me  and  Mr.  Asheton,  of  Liverpoole,  is  4285  bushels,  which  I  oon- 
agn  to  you  for  sales,  and  shall  be  glad  you  will  dispose  of  it  as  soon 
as  you  can,  bat  do  not  wish  to  have  it  sold  for  less  than  one  dollar 
^  bushel,  but  hope  it  will  sell  for  more ;  and  as  you  sell  the  salt 
.  ^ou  will  please  to  ^emit,  in  g6od  bills,  to  Nicholas  Ashetoui  Esqr., 
of  Liverpoole. 

I  am  Gentlemen, 

your  humble  servant, 

STEPHEN  BACKHOUSE. 

That  the  K^  of  tbe  store  were,  at  the  time  of  the  consignment, 
delivered  by  the  said  Stephen  Backhouse  to  the  said  Amos  Foulke 

*  See  proclamation  of  Counoil  for  an  Embargo  on  tlie  1st  of  August. 
Col.  Eeo.,  YoL  XI.,  p.  645,  and  their  protest  against  an  Embargo,  laid  by 
Congress,  Jane  8,  (See  page  686,)  iastr    Also  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  646. 
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^od  W>»  BmUouv.  That  aoon  after  the  said  Sfce|i^ii  BaoklioM 
went  to  New  York,  that  the  said  Amos  Foulke  paid  rent  for  Um 
store  daring  several  months.  That  the  said  Amoa  Foulke,  one  of 
the  eoQsignees  of  $rii  palt|  and  Alexander  Wiloooks,  an  inhabitant 
of  this  citji  do  both  of  them  alledge  and  declare,  that  after  aeyenl 
conversations  had  bj,  and  between  the  said  Alexander  Wilooeki, 
and  the  said  Amos  Foalke,  about  the  porehase  of  said  salt,  the  Bud 
Alexander  Wiloocks  for  himself  and  John  Wilcooks  apd  WiUiim 
M*Martrie,  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  Jane  last,  being  the  day  be- 
fore the  enemy  evaonated  the  eity,  did  purchase  3,500  bushels  of 
Liv^rpoole  salt,  then  laying  in  the  said  Priohards  store,  at  7t.  M-, 
Tcnnsylvania  parreney,  ^  Sashel,  which  quantity  of  salt  was  sap- 
posed  tb  be  all  the  salt  then  remaining  in  the  said  Priehards  store, 
of  the  SAid  salt,  imported  from  Liverpode  as  aforesaid^  and  deposited 
there. 

That  a  bill  of  Fiarcells  for  the  same  salt  was,  on  the  same  dij, 
made  and  given  by  the  said  Amos  Fonlke  to  the  said  Alexander 
Wilcooks,  &c.  And  the  said  Amos  Foalke  further  alledges  that  he 
made  an  entry  of  the  sale  on  the  same  day  in  his  books.  And  the 
Bald  Amos  Foulke  and  Alexander  Wilcocks,  both  alledge  that  tbe 
Key  of  the  said  store  was  delivered  to  the  said  Alexander  Wiloocb 
on  the  same  dav,  by  the  said  Amos  Foidke,  and  Ihey  both  agree 
that  no  part  of  the  purchase  money  hath  yet  been  paid. 

But  whether  under  the  afore  recited  circumstances,  the  sud  eali 
ought  now  to  be  considered  as  the  property  of  British  subjectfl^  the 
said  Committee  beg  leave  to  submit  to  Congress. 

Tour  Committee  also  beg  leave  further  to  sit  upon  the  bosinefl 
committed  to  them. 

Indorsed^ 

1778,  August  14th,  Copy  report  of  the  Committee  of  CoDgFess, 
and  the  Committ^  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  reepectiog 
property  &  papers,  respecting  Messrs.  Wiloocks'  salt* 


EXTRIOI  OV  A  LBtTBR  FBOM  GSNBRAL  ArNOLO,  177^* 

,    Bxtitol  of  a  letter  from  Qeneral  Arnold,  PhQaddpiiiai  Aag- 1^ 
1778. 

<<  I  have  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  ^ou  the  t)roceedingB  tod 
sentence  of  a^neral  Court  Martial,  held  in  this  city  the  29  Jalji 
on  Frederick  verner,  charged  with  acting  as  a  spy  and  guide  to  tbe 
.British  army :  also  -sevenU  papeie  relative  to  the  nalter.  As  the 
evidences  do  not  appeal  to  me  sufficiently  full  and  clear  to  toooh  w 
life  of  a  citizen,  I  have  suspended  the  sentence  until  the  pleasv^^^^ 
Congress  ia  known/' 


ff 


«  See  pp.  724,    740 
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In  Coogress;  Aug.  15;  1778. 

Ordereci  that  the  foregoing  paragraph  with  the  prooeedingfl  of  the 
court  mpirtialy  aud  papers  relative  to  the  matter  be  referred  to  the 
supreme  executive  CoQucil  of  PeDnfljIvania,  and  that  they  l)a 
requested  to  report  their  opinion  thereon  to  Congress.* 

E:i^aet  from  die  minntes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Council  to  Col.  Hartlst,  1778. 

In  Ooancily 

PhUad^  An^Ml  Id,  1778. 

Tour  letters  of  the  9th  &  10th  instant  were  immediaielj  on  reoe^ 
of  them  laid  before  the  Board  of  War.  You  will  receive  &om  them 
l^a  account  of  the  Orders  issued  bj  that  board  for  the  detachment 
of  jour  regiment  now  at  Easton  to  WjomiDg,  there  to  receive  jour 
orders.^  Coll.  Kowatz's  party  of  horse  is  ordered  to  join  Genl. 
Pulaski's  legion  at  Camp. 

The  idea  w*'^  Congress  entertain  of  fortifications  in  the  interior 
part  of  the  eountrj  will  not  admit  of  any  ezpence  in  erecting  them. 
As  to  the  places  where  temporary  forts  may  advantageously  bo 
erected,  your  own  discretion  wiH  determine  as  occasions  offer.  We 
are  sorry  to  infonnr  you  that  we,  at  present,  see  no  probability  of 
our  being  able  to  nrooure  the  Cannon  which  you  mention  in  any 
reasonable  fime.  The  fitting  out  of  privateers  has  taken  all  the 
small  cannon  that  can  be  had  by  any  means.  To  get  them  made 
would  be  a  Wotk  of  t0o  much  time,  and  Congress  have  node  here. 

The  medicine  we  understand  is  forwarded,  but  the  stores  wo  fear 
have  not  been  sent  you. 

The  distress  for  want  of  money  cannot  be  relieved  at  present.  We 
have  pressed  Congress  on  this  subject  some  time  past,  and  have 
now  earnestly  ielieited  assistance  from  the  board  of  war,  but 
without  success.  It  shall  be  sent  forward  as  soon  as  it  can  bo 
obtained. 

To  6qIL  Hartby. 

»  Bee  0.  J.  HoKmA's  opinioii,  OdL  Bee.,  VeL  XL,  pu  661. 

80* 
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Col.  Jacob  Moi^qah  to  OouNdL,  1778. 

Beading,  August  16tb;  1778. 
Sir, 

I  Beeeived  Yonn  of  the  27tk  of  June  l^st  Concerning  the  Bepe- 
sentation  to  Gon^rees  that  Ae  Guard  of  200  men  ordered  to  bi 
Kept  np  at  Beading,  were  not  £uthfally  posted  aooording  to  order, 
and  that  very  Considerable  part  of  them  went  Home  from  time  to 
time  and  left  the  poets  very  inseoore. 

I  have  therefore  made  Diligent  enqniiy  into  the  afiair,  and  ctnnoi 
find  that  any  post  was  neg&ted,  but  Guards  were  Immediitolj 
famished  when  Call'd  upon. 

Also  agreeable  to  orders  of  Oonnoil  of  July  the  14th,  we  Csll'd 
out  four  Classes,  and  out  of  them  we  sent  to  Sunbury  One  Handled 
and  ISghty  Inokidbg  offiews,  and  to  Eastown  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty  Time  Inolu£ng  officers,  which  makes  in  the  whole  Thiee 
Hundred  and  Three.  I  would  have  sent  an  Equal  number  to  esdi 
Place,  but  for  Dispatch  and  ease  to  the  men  we  appointed  the  place 
of  Bendezvous  near  the  mountains,  being  on  their  way  to  Sanbarrr; 
and  them  sent  to  Eastown  at  Beading,  which  made  it  impracticable 
to  send  an  Equal  number  to  each  place. 

As  for  the  order  tar  Powder  and  Lead  it  came  too  late  to  hand  to 
be  sent  for  to  Supply  the  militia  with,  but  we  Supplied  them  with 
what  we  had,  which  was  very  Inconsiderable. 

I  am  Sir,  with  great  Bespeot^ 

Tour  Honour's  most 

(H)edient  Humble  Servant, 

JACOB  MOBGAN^  L.  B.  C. 
Directed^ 

To  The  Honourable  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 


Hbrbt  Fishbb  to  BtiiTB  Navt  Boaep,  177& 

Gentlemen, 

On  Saturday  last,  came  in  and  Anchored  in  onr  Bosd,  a  8xty 
Four  gun  ship ;  she  lay  there  about  three  hours,  and  then  hore  tip 
and  went  out,  and  anchored  abreast  of  the  lis  fat  House.  On  eaadaji 
about  Four  O'Clock,  Came  in  a  Small  Black  Sloop,  which  As 
Brought  too ;  and  last  Night,  she  and  the  Sloop  went  to  sea,  and 
hare  not  been  seen  since. 

This  Day,  about  noon,  Came  in  Seven  Ships,  which  I  take  to  be 
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Store  ibipe ;  at  Most^  there  ib  not  above  one  armM  Verael  with  thenii 
and  she  not  more  than  a  Sloop  of  War.  They  are  aU  Standing  up 
the  Bay,  with  the  wind  At  South.  They  Appear  as  if  they  were 
mneh  at  a  I0S9  to  Know  what  to  doe.  They  are  going  up  under  a 
Very  Smaall  Sail,  and  to  all  Appearance  will  not  go  fiirther  up  than 
the  Brown ;  for  I  Be!ea?e  they  have  loat  their  Convoy.  Having 
ao  aove  to  add|  I  Bemain  your  Meet  Humble  Sarvant  at  Gommand| 

HENBY  FISHBB. 

Lewis,  Aug*  17, 1778. 

To  the  Hongrable,  the  Stato  Navy  Board,  Philadelphia. 

Two  O'clock  when  the  Mg.  Express  sett  o£ 

H.  FISHEB. 

M'  Evans,  Please  to  send  of  this  letter  (o  Dover  with  all  the  Speed 
you  Can ;  and  all  others  Ant  Keep  the  Stage  horses  are  Bequested 
to  doe  Same. 

H.  FISHER 

To  be  Delivered  to  Collo^  Beadford  to  be  forwa<  to  Philad*;  if  the 
French  Fregato  is  at  New  Castle  to  Send  her  Notice. 

To  CoUo^  Beadford,  New  Caatfe. 

F.  BATTELL. 


New  Casde,  Aug*  ISK 

Tfa«  Express  eame  to  my  Haajbi  about  9  O'Cloek,  P.  M.,  ft  for- 
imded  from  hence  at  10  O* Clock.  The  Copy  was  {mediately  leceiv'd 
liy  an  Officer  of  the  French  Frigate,  &  taken  on  Board  to  tba  Captain, 

a.  BEDFORD. 


Wilmington,  Aug*  M*,  1778. 

Came  to  my  hands  at  this  place,  about  half  past  one  O'CIock,  thia 
morning,  &  forwarded  by  Express. 

FEAN-  WADE,  D.  Q.  M.  O. 

Directed^ 
To  The  Honorable,  the  SUto  Navy  Board,  Philadelphia.* 

Per  Express. 

*  See  CoL  Bee.>  Vol.  ZI.»  p.  667,  658. 
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•  c 

« 

PABSn>SN!r  09  OoirOBBBS  TO  y,    PR18.    BKYAVy    1778. 

PhiladelpUa,  17«*  Auguat,  1778. 
Sir, 

.  I  h»re  tli«  hoaoiif  of  iMlosiog  iiDdM  tbi*  Oo^ev,  an  Act  of  dm^ 
gren  of  the  IV^  Inat,*  reqaesiiog  the  enpreme  ezeeative  power  of 
this  State  to  adopt  measures  for  insaring  a  strioi  ohservanoe  of  the 
present  Embargo  on  provisioas. 

I  am^  with  great  Kcspect  &  Esteemi 

Honorable  Sir^ 

Your  most  obedt.  ham.  Serrii 

HENRT  LAURENS, 

President  of  GoQgiwB. 

Hie  Honorable  Qeorge  Bryan,  BsquirO;  Vice  President  Pennsyl- 
vania. 


i^ 


Qbk.  Bbnbdiot  Abnold  to  T.  Matlack,  1778. 

PhiladS  Aug*  18«*,  1778. 
Sir,. 

tnelosed  is  a  Letter  fW>ai  kk  Baeeelleiioy,  O^eneial  Washui(rtoD,  of 
the  9>^  Ins*,  deeiring  ibe  Ooa^entai  Troops  ia  tMt  City  inigbl  faa 
Mttt  to  Jotn  Ihe  Maao  Araiy,  and  ibat  ap]^iioaUon  lav^t  be  mida 
for  the  (^^  Militia  to  replaoe  them.  I  b^  you  will  lay  this  letter 
before  the  President  &  Council  with  the  Inclosed  return  of  the  Gar- 
rison, which  is  80  small  that  at  Pc^sent  there  is  barely  One  Belief. 
If  the  Continental  Troops  are  sent  to  the  Army,  There  will  be  wanted 
at  bast  three  hundred  Militia  toeupply  their  places.  I  beg  to  know 
as  early  as  possible  if  they  can  be  fornished,  that  I  may  Adfise 
bis  Bxoellenoy,  &  giro  the  Neceasary  Orders  for  the  March  of  the 
Troops. 

I  am,  TCiy  respectfully.  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hbl.  Serv*, 

B.  A        BN 


Tim'  Hatlack,  Esq*. 


*  I9ee  page  709. 
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« 

V,  p.  Bryan  to  Col.  Thomas  Evans,  1778. 

Phikd*,  18«>»  Angost,  1778. 
Sir, 

We  have  in  bold  hero  a  young  man  who  is  well  known  to  have 
joined  Ckn.  Howe,  at  Trenton,  the  winter  before  last,  to  have  pro- 
ceeded to  New  York  and  wintered  there.     The  Summer  following  he 
passed  with  the  British  Army  thence  to  the  head  of  £Ur,  and  through 
the  country  to  this  city.     His  doings  in  this  place  are  cast  into  equal 
shade  with  the  practices  of  many  evil  doers,  residing  here ;  It  is  neces- 
sary to  look  abroad  for  testimony.  Benjamin  Coates,  near  the  Vallay- 
Ibrge,  and  M"*.  Graham,  at  the  Bull  in  Charles-tewn,  are  represented 
as  oapable  of  giving  evidence  against  this  man.   Hia  name  is  Thomas 
Clarke,  he  is  a  Carpenter,  by  profession  a  Quaker,  was  bom  at  Wil- 
mington, but  has  worked  in  this  City  for  some  time  past.     I  am 
desired  to  ask  your  interposition  in  getting  the  affidavits  of  the  per- 
sons mentioned  above  as  witnesses,  and  transmitting  them  to  Council. 
No  return  of  the  estate  of  tray  tors  forfeiting,  is  yet  received  from 
your  part  of  the  country.     It  is  very  much  to  be  wished,  the  par- 
ticulars of  real  and  personal  estates  were  lodged  with  the  Secretary, 

I  am,  Sir,   - 

Tour  most  obedient  Servant, 

GEO.  BRYAN. 

Directed^ 
To  Col.  William  Evans,  Vincent,  Chester  County. 


Council  to  the  assembly,  1778. 

Gentlemen, 

The  Council  think  it  is  proper  to  acquaint  you,  that  on  the  first 
Instant,  they  layed  an  Embargo'*'  for  thirty  days.  Congress  im- 
pressed with  the  importance  of  keeping  supplies  of  Victuals  from 
setting  to  the  Enemy,  had  applied  to  this  State  to  enforce  an  Em- 
bargo on  provisions,  which  they  had  layed,  in  this,  and  all  the  Statos 
in  unisn.  This-  communication  of  their  resolve,  led  to  an  enquiry 
into  the  power  of  Congress  to  restrain  the  Commerce  of  the  Common- 
wealth in  this  manner.  Nothing  in  the  plan  of  Confederation  now 
under  consideration,  nor  any  other  wairant  for  such  an  exercise  of 
authority,  appearing.  Council  entered  a  protest  on  their 

*  See  Rec,  Vol.  XL,  p.  646. 
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xniDnteBy'Tagftinst  tbe  aol  of  CongresB,  for  thia  parpoee  m^  wu  dttel 
the  eighth  day  of  JaBe,  last,  lett  it  be  drawn  into  a  {^reoedent,  aod 
proceeded  to  interpose  a  lawfal  restraint  in  the  premisefl,  for  the 
Time  above  mentioned,  The  prolongation  of  it  belongs  to  jonr 
honourable  Honse ;  yet  it  ma j  be  observed  that  auefa  an  act,  wonld  bo 
prudent  at  this  juncture. 

It  is  obvious,  tb^  the  methods  to  be  taken  to  enforce  Embargoei, 
are  not  ascertained.  Some  reguladons  on  this  aubject  bj  Actof 
Assemblji  seem  needful. 

Philad^  18Ui  Aug«,  1778. 

Directed f 

On  public  Service,  Henry  Laurens. 

The  Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esquire,  Vice  Preodenl  of  ^ 
Sapreme  Exeeative  Ooweil  pf  the  Gommonwoalth  of  Psnii^lriiui^ 
Philadelphia. 


GouNcm  TO  P&B8,  Lauebnb,  1778. 

In  Oonncili 

Philadelphia,  Angost  20th,  1778. 
Sir, 

This  Council  and  a  Oommittee  of  the  hnble  Hooae  of  Oenwil 
Assembly,  have  had  a  conference  on  the  subject  of  fortifyiog  ^^ 
river  Delaware,  and  are  desirous  of  oonfering  with  a  Committee  « 
Congress  on  this  important  business,  before  any  determinatum  Im 
had  thereupon.'}'  Should  Conjmss  judge  it  proper  to  appoint  a  Gofl^ 
mittee  for  the  said  purpose,  Council  will  thank  vou  for  the  ^^^ 
intelligence  thereof,  as  the  season  is  far  advancea  and  no  time  ow^ 
to  be  kwt 

I  am, 

Sir, 

with  the  greatest  respect 

Your  most  obedient  hmble  Serrt. 

■Directed^ 

Hnble  Henry  Laurens,  E8q^,  President  of  Congreas* 

*  This  protest  does  not  appear  on  the  minntas,  a  blank  space  !s  left  I'O'  ^ 
which  is  not  filled  up.    See  Ool.  Bee.  Vol.  XL,  p.  646. 
t  flee  page  6M,  also  OoL  Bee.,  VoL  XI,  p.  659, 662» 
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Lt.  Samuel  Huntbb  to  V.  P.  Brtak,  1778. 

Sanbury^  20tb  Augast,  1778. 
Sir, 

AgreeaUe  to  the  BesoWe  of  GongresB  of  the  8th  June,  and  the 
instruotions  of  Council  of  the  10th  of  s*  month  to  me^  oonceraning 
Baiseing  one  Company  in  this  Connty  to  continue  in  service  for  six 
months,  I  imediately  appointed  the  officers  for  said  Company,  and 
they  have  now  doing  daty  about  sixty  men,  and  I  expect  the  Com« 
pany  will  soon  be  full.  The  Ezpence  of  Baising  this  Companv 
amounts  to  a  good  large  sum,  as  eacn  man  that  provided  himself  with 
&  Good  Rifle  and  Accoutrements,  was  to  have  Eighty  Dollars,  agree- 
able to  the  Instructions  I  Beceived,  and  this  is  the  footing  this  com- 
pany is  raised  upon.  The  Militia  that  has  served  their  Tower  of 
Duty  in  this  County  complains  Very  much  in  not  geting  their  pay, 
which  would  be  of  great  service  to  a  number  of  poor  People,  especi- 
ally thoBQ  that  lived  above  Loyalsock  creek,  who  has  lost  their  all, 
and  is  thereby  in  distress.  When  they  moved  down  their  familys  to 
these  Towns  I  ordered  the  Commissary  to  issue  them  Provisions,  and 
Coll.  Hartly,  who  commanded  here  at  present,  allows  of  it 

Your  instructions  of  the  the  14th  of  last  month  I  rec'd,  and  gave 
the  proper  warning  to  the  first,  second  and  third  Classes  of  this 
Connty  to  imbody  themselves  imediately.  but  at  that  time  the  one 
third  of  the  Inhabitants  had  not  returned  to  the  County,  and  what 
did  was  Employed  in  outinff  down  their  Harvests,  so  that  it  was  not 
prudent  to  call  them  off  from  that  Necessary  Business ;  but  now 
there  is  some  of  the  Militia  of  this  County  tumine  out,  and  its  not 
many  can  be  expected,  as  they  are  obliged  to  keep  m  partys  for  their 
owen  preservation,  as  there  is  but  very  few  above  this  Town  has 
Yentnred  to  bring  Back  their  familys.  We  have  at  this  time  about 
one  Hundred  men  of  CoU.  Hartley's  Begiment,  and  two  hundred 
and  twenty  of  Lancaster  Count;jr  Militia,  and  about  one  hundred  and 
seventy  ox  Berks  County  Militia,  with  one  hundred  of  our  own 
County  Militia,  and  between  sixty  &  seventy  of  Capt.  James  Mur- 
ra/s  Company  of  six  months  men,  in  idl  about  six  hundred  and 
fifty.  Col.  Hartly  has  stationed  them  to  the  best  advantage  for  the 
good  of  the  Country,  but  all  oannot  keep  the  savages  from  doing 
mischief,  and  it  will  be  the  case  until  there  is  regular  expeditions 
Carry'd  on  against  their  Towns,  whioh  I  hope  may  oe  soon.    Incase 

{ou  think  proper  to  send  any  money  up  to  this  County  at  thia  time| 
Iigor  James  Crawford  will  be  a  proper  hand  to  oarry.it 
I  am,  Sir,  With  due  Bespect, 
Your  most  obed't, 

Humble  Servant, 

SAML.  HUNTEB,  lient 
Dtreeiedf 

To  Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  Vice  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Coundl,  Philadelphia.    Fav'd  by  Bob't  Frute,  Esq'. 
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Council  to  Joseph  Heed,  1778. 

In  Coanoili 

PUIadelphiAy  AogQit  21|  1778. 
fiir, 

The  hn'ble  house  of  General  AssemUj  of  this  statOi  by  a  resoire 
of  the  17th  instant  recommended  to  Council,  "  to  retain  and  employ 
''  in  the  publick  servioe  such  able  Council  as  they  may  think  necefr- 
'^  sary  to  assist  the  Attorney  General  in  the  prosecution  of  publick 
^  offendersi  and  that  they  make  a  proper  compensation  £>r  their 
"  service/' 

The  Council  having  considered  this  reaolvey  are  unanimously  of 
opinion,  with  the  Attorney  Gen^,  that  you  can  render  the  state  more 
essential  service^in  the  important  trials  now  coming  on,  than  any  other 
person  within  their  knowledge ;  and  therefore  they  now  apply  to  you 
for  your  as»stance,  which  they  have  no  doubt  but  that  yot^  princi- 
ples &  inclinations  will  Qonspire  to  induce  you  to  give.  They  pro- 
pose to  allow  you  two  thousand  pounds  for  the  coming  year  for  this 
service.  Xou  will  ea»ly  see  that  authority  here  have  in  view  the 
important  trials  of  traitors,  which  will  employ  the  Supreme  Couit 
during  the  next  winter.  It  is  necessary  that  you  communicate  to 
Council  your  determination  on  this  proposal,  as  soon  as  may  be  con- 
venient to  vou,  from  many  considerations. 

Council  IS  very  desirous  of  haviog  a  list  of  the  ofBcers  of  £he  troops 
of  this  state  in  the  Continental  army,  with  their  respective  ranks,  is 
soon  as  possible  after  the  new  arrangement  Is  made,  and  also  the 
strength  of  the  respective  regiments.* 


Col.  Tflos.  Proctor  to  Pus't.  Laurkns,  17Y8, 

Fhiladolphia,  August  22d,  1778. 
May  it  pleui  your  fisocHenoy, 

Having  been  repeatedly  applied  to  by  numbers  of  the  Nine  monttai 
Bubfltitutes  fh>m  Maryland,  and  at  this  time  by  th68e  from  Carolina, 
to  enter  them  into  the  BattalKon  of  Artillery  under  my  Commandi 
to  Serve  to  the  end  of  war, — 

Do  respeetfuDy  address  you  upon  the  Occasion,  that  If  the  mode 
might  be  found  Consistant  with  the  oppinion  of  the  Honourable 
Congress,  I  might  be  Impower'd,  with  My  officers,  to  enlist  sack 
substitutei  as  were  desirous  to  enter,  and  of  these  men  Exact  retoms 
should  be  maide,  what  state  they  have  been  Enlisted  from,  that  if 
necessary  their  Quotas  might  be  Credited  by  them,  I  therrfore  hope 

*  ^ee  OoL  ReeoHf*,  Vol.  XI.,  ^  56<^ 
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the  Expediency  of  Ihis  measure  will  be  Countenanced  by  yonr  hon- 
Qurable  bouse;  wbieh  will  Enable  nb  speedly  to  fill  my  Baifealicm.  to 
the  Number  required,  at  which  time  shall  count  it  a  pleasure  to  be 
ordered  ^kh  them  to  Join  the  Orand  Army. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Your  ExcelleDoy'B  modt  obd*  servS 

THOMAS  PROCTOR, 

Col.  Pennsylv*  Art'y. 

\Directeclf 
His  ExeeUney  Henry  lAorene. 


CouxrciL  TO  P^bb't  of  CoNaRsss,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Phikd%  22«  August,  1778. 

Sir, 

The  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  15<^  instant,  relating  to  Frederick 
Yemer,  having  been  read  in  Coancil^  they,  not  being  lawyers,  re* 
/erred  the  papers  relating  to  his  case,  to  the  Honble  Thomas  M^Kean, 
Esq.,,  chief  Justice,  who  has  returned  his  answer  in  the  following 
wortb,  viz.    See  his  answer.* 

Here  follows  the  opinion  of  Counsel  thereupon : 

And  the  Council  concur  with  the  Chief  Justice  in  the  opioion 
signed  by  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  BRYAN, 

Vice  President. 

Indorsed^ 
To  the  Hombla  Hearj  Laurens,  Esq.,  Prerident  of  Congress. 

*  See  Colon.  Bee,  Vol.  XL,  p.  561. 
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Col.  Gbo.  MoBaAN  to  Yicb  President  B&tan,  1778. 

Phihda.,  Angiut  UA,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  inolose  a  Metsage  which  I  reeeivod  last  Week  from  the  Delawire 
Nation^  who  hare  oollected  Uiemaelyes  bto  one  Bettlement  on  the 
Waters  of  the  MoakiDgham ;  &  who,  I  have  stadiously  &  aneeem- 
fully  endeavoured  to  secure  in  the  Interest  of -the*  United  States. 
They  are  now  threatened  by  our  Enemies  on  aoc*  of  that  Attachment 
which  they  have  uniformly  given  convincing  Piroofii  of.  Their 
Council  have  conceived  an  Idea  that  I  have^  in  all  my  Transaetions 
with  them^  studied  the  good  of  their  Nation.  Their  Eyes  are  there- 
fore now  upon  me.  Two  Commissions  from  Virginia  are  at  Fort 
Pitt  It  has  been  recommended  by  Congress  to  the  Execntive 
Council  of  Pennsylvania,  to  appoint  one  to  attend  there,  on  behalf 
of  this  State.  The  appointment,  tho'  it  has  been  delayed,  is  still 
necessary.  If  Council  may  think  I  merit,  &  am  equal  to  this  Trust, 
I  take  the  Liberty,  as  I  shall  set  out  for  Pittsburgh  next  Week|  to 
o£fer  my  best  Services  on  the  occasion. 

I  ami 

with  great  Respect,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

QEO.  MOBQAN. 

Directed, 

To  The  Honourable  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  Vice  President  of  j* 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


Message  from  the  Delxwahbb  to  Col.  Geo.  Morgak. 

Dated  Coochockunch,  July  19th,  1778. 

Brother  Taimenend, 

According  to  your  desire,  I  spoke  once  more  to  the  Wiandds, 
but  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  they  wUI  not  listen  to  me  aay  morey 
this  they  have  told  me  very  plainly. 

Brother, 

At  a  Treaty  at  Detroit,  the  Nations  have  agreed  to  fall  upon  the 
Delawares,  &  the  Wiandots  are  to  make  the  beginning.  I  believe 
this  to  be  true,  &  therefore  desire  your  Assistance. 

Brother, 

I  have  always  assured  you  of  my  Friendship  to  the  United  States, 
&  I  now  tell  you  my  Heart  is  still  the  same.    I  am  weak,  it  abdl 
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bave  nead  of  your  ABsirtanee,  wfaiobi  if  you  do  not  grtal  to  me,  I 
shall  be  rained  &  destroyed,  but  if  yon  will  now  nflsist  me  ■groeaUe 
to  your  PiomiM,  our  Friendship  shall  not  be  broken. 

Brother^ 

I  am  threatened  for  my  attachment  to  yon,  &  for  giving  yon  In- 
telligence of  what  passes  among  the  Nations.  We  fear  the  Road  is 
"Way  laid  for  our  Messengers^  we  must,  therefore^  act  with  Caution. 

Srotfaer, 

We  are  in  great  danger,  therefore  we  now  rely  entirely  in  your 
Help  &  Assistance,  and  I  desire  your  Answer  as  speedy  as  possible. 

WHITE  EYE& 

IntclUgence. 

A  Party  of  80  Wiandots  is  gone  to  Wheeling  Fort,  as  we  judge, 
&  several  other  Companies  are  gone  to  the  Settlements.  We  hear 
Girty  &  Lamotte  are  gone  down  the  Biver  St.  Lawrence  with  all  the 
Men  they  could  spare  from  Detroit.  The  Oov  told  the  Indians  that 
the  Passage  was  stopped,  (as  it  formerly  was  by  Gen^  Arnold) 
&  therefore  he  must  open  it  again.  The  Trade  at  Detroit  is  also 
stopped,  &  no  goods  allowed  to  be  brought  over  to  Sandusky  any 
more.    We  long  to  hear  from  you  again. 

Directed^ 
To  Coll.  Geo.  Morgan. 


•*   *       Council,  to  Geit.  Aemstrong,  &c.,  1778. 

To  Gen.  J.  Armstrong,  Aoh.  M^Clean  &  John  Hubley,  one  to  each. 

Philadelphia,  August  24, 1778. 
Sir, 

The  Council  have  issued  a  commission  appointing  *you  together 
with  Barnard  Dougherty,  James  Martin,  Archibald  McClean,  and 
John  Hubley,  Esquires,  to  hold  a  Court  for  the  trial  of  divers  per- 
sons confined  in  the  Goal  of  the  County  of  Bedford  ^on  a  charge  of 
treasonable  practices  against  the  State,  &c*  They  have  been  induced 
to  issue  this  commission,  in  consideration  of  the  many  important 
trials  which  will  probably  come  before  the  Supreme  Court  in  the 
interior  Counties,  and  of  the  danger  there  may  be  of  the  said  traitors 
being  rescued  as  well  as  other  difficulties  under  which  the  people  of 
the  County  of  Bedford  now  labour,  whidi  render  a  speedy  trial  of  the 
said  offenders  highly  necessary. 

From  your  disinterested  patriotism  and  love  of  justice,  rather  than 
from  any  reward  which  can  be  with  propriety  offered  to  you,  the 

*  fieferred  to  Vol.  VL  p.  841. 
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Comicif  m  i&4iited  t^  ho^  tttj  €%p^  ^at  ycm  Iritl  ebeerMlf 
fender  tbig  tteMssary  Mir^iee  to  yoar  country. 

The  expenoeff  of  the  ^entlemeii  pAmed  m  tbfo  cotDtBianoOi  irtiib 

they  are  within  the  County  of  Bedford  will  be  paid  by  that  Conn^ 
and  the  other  euenc^s  in  going  and  coming  incurred  out  of  the 
county  will  be  a  Istate  charge  accordiDg  to  law — and  Council  havv 
Drdered  that  a  dayly  pay  of  forty  shillings  be  allowed,  and  paid  te 
each  of  them  while  they  shall  be  engaged  in  this  Service  indudinf 
the  time  of  their  journey,  over  and  beside  the  expenoes  Ufhd  piid 
«a  m  already  meiille^ed. 

Directed^ 

To  Gten.  Armstrong  at  Carlisle,  and  Archibald  HcClean,  Eaq'r. 
of  York. 


Wm.  Saitdbrs  to  T.  p.  Brtaw,  1778- 

^  Spruce  Street;  Hond'y  morning,  8  K71ock. 
Honble  Sir« 

The  Bear  Jenny  Louden  is  in  great  Distress^  having  had  a  fall 
from  her  horse  Coming  from  the  Camp  at  Valley  Forge,  to  Follow 
the  Col*.  Sheppard  &  Sprout,  which  she  attended  from  New  York  to 
the  White  plains,  thence  to  Saratoga  &  then  to  the  Grand  Army; 
now  wanta  to  i'etun  to  N.  York  to  see  after  her  Property,  she  has 
Spoke  toHr.  Lewis  one  of  the  Members  for  York  in  CongresB,  who 
informed  her  it  lay  intir^ly  with  the  Supream  Gonnoil|  she  there&ve 
begs  your  aid  t  pass  for  that  purpose. 

'    I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Honble  Sir,  your 

most  respectfnil  Serv*, 

W-  SANDJ6ES. 

Direoiedf 
To  The  Honble  G^o.  BiyaO;  Esq.;  P^fesidant  of  Oou&eil. 
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* 

Col.  Walxeb  Stbwabt  to  Libut.  8so?^  1778. 

Camp  at  White  PlafaiSy  Att^g*  25, 1778. 
Bit, 

Tou  will  proceed  without  debjK  to  any  part  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
qrWaoia  where  jou  may  promise  yourself  the  best  success  in  recruiting 
on  which  service  you  are  now  going. 

On  your  arrival  at  Philad'  you  will  wait  on  the  Council  for  a 
supply  of  money  for  this  Servicej  I  flatter  myself  every  exertion  in 
your  power  will  be  made  use  of  to  procure  men,  as  your  own  character 
as  well  as  the  good  of  the  Regiment  to  which  you  belong  is  ooncem'd. 
Belying  on  your  activity  and  diligence, 

I  am  with  respect, 

y  most  obed*  Servant, 

WALTER  STEWART,  Colonel 

2nd  Penn-  Reg't, 

DirecUdj 
'  To  Lieut  Stoy  of  2nd  Penn*  Reg't  for  Philad-  County. 


Gen.  John  Akmstong  to  V.  P.  Bbtan,  1778. 

Carlisle,  25th  August,  1778. 
Dear  Sh*; 

By  this  conveyance  the  bearer  waiting,  I  can  do  little  more  than 
acknowledge  your  favour  of  the  15tb,  I'm  sorry  to  find  that  the 
necessary  ^orls  into,  the  Indiaa  country  aris  not  like  to  be  carried 
on,  or  at  least  hang  in  suspence.  I  have  rec'd  a  late  letter  from 
General  Lewis  who  is  now  at  Fort  Pitt,  delegated  by  that  State  in 
respect  to  an  Indian  Treaty  which  had  been  expected  at  that  place. 
Ihe  Gkn.  seems  of  opinion  that  all  the  Indian  Tribes  are  combined 
9gifi  us^  I  can  scarcely  think  it  general  with  the  Delawares  &  Shaw- 
ne6B,  yet  is  it  true  that  late  depredations  are  committed  near  Tortle 
Greek  some  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  from  F.  Pitt,  but  as  Oen.  Hand 
18  lately  come  down,  no  doubt  he  will  furnish  the  Board  of  War  with 
bis  wmttmeats  on  tbnt  department,  I  expect  another  letter  from  CM.. 
Lewis  before  he  leave  that  place,  and  will  probable  write  you.  I 
presume  the  Eotrenchm**  of  the  Enemy  at  New  Pott,  are  out  of  reach 
of  our  Ships  Canon,  exc^t  the  oasuel  «hels  from  the  Bumbs,  and 
begin  |#;d<^bt  tWk^seige  will  be  more  tedious  (if  not  abortive)  than 
many  "hi  first  expected.  Qnr  friends  arc  often  premature  in  their 
sentiments.  I  oo^t  to  write  Col.  Bayard,  but  immagin  that  silence 
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is  at  this  time  a  favour.  A  disagreeable  accident  (bat  I  sbould  not 
give  it  that  name)  has  lately  falieQ  oat  here,  a  joung  man  of  the 
militia  of  York  County  being  shot  dead  on  the  spot^  by  one  of  Capt 
Gorans  8oIdieni-*-Th]B  appears  to  hare  been  in  oonsequenoe  of  a  yetj 
imprudent  Quarrel  betwixt  these  soldiers  on  artillery  as  they  an 
oalled,  &  the  Miiitia  of  York  County  on  their  way  out,  the  Inquest 
has  pronounced  it  willful  murder,  Ike  perpetrator  is  in  gaol. 

In  my  last  I  suggested  the  expedience  of  appointing  Oen.  Potter 
to  take  the  command  of  the  Militia  on  the  waters  of  the  Susquehanali 
k  retain  that'  opinion  k  that  it  might,  if  at  all  be  early  done  with 
some  short  reason  or  apology  for  the  delay.  I  shall  write  him  fully 
but  can  not  readily  get  a  conveyance. 

I  am  dear  Sir,  with  , 

great  respect, 

YourSy  &c.; 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Directed^ 

On  Public  Service. 

^  The  Honourable  George  I^ryan.  Esq..  Vice  President  of  the  State 
Philad*. 

Favoured  by  ) 
Capt  Wilkey.  J 


Mr.  Ibwin  akd  R.  BuiBass  to  Council,  1778. 

Philad'a,  25th  Augt,  1778. 

To  the  Hon'ble  the  Suprene  Bxeontive  Counoil. 

Gentlemen, 

We  take  the  Liberty  of  acquainting,  your  Honours,  that  we  are 
fitting  out  a  Privateer  to  Cruise  a^inst  the  Enemies  of  the  United 
States,  that  we  only  want  ten  Swivels,  ten  HowitserSi  k  two  hua- 
dped  pounds  Powder  to  make  her  rpdy  for  Sea,  which  articles  we 
had  purchased,  but  are  Disappointed  by  the  person  from  whom  we 
Bought  them,  therefore  take  the  Liberty  of  requesting  your  HoiibL 
Board  will  either  sell  or  lend  us  those  Artiolea,  by  which  you'll maoh 
oblige 

X'  Honor's 

m*  Obed*  Serv*, 

MATH^w  mwnf, 

BOBT.  BRIDGES. 
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RoBBBT  LsvBBS  TO  Y.  P.  Bbyan,  1778. 

EastoDi  Augost  25ib,  1778. 
Sir, 

Aftor  my  Beturn  from  Philadelphia  I  had  the  Honor  to  reoeire 
bere  your  very  iwrticalar  Favor  ol  the  12th  Julv  last,  which  yoa 
intimated  to  me;  when  I  waited  on  yonr  Honor,  had  jast  been  for- 
"warded  to  Easton.  Altho'  I  did  not  conceive  there  waa  any  thing 
therein  that  required  a  direct  answer,  nevertheless,  I  wond  not  have 
failed  in  acknowledgine  the  Beceit  thereof  till  this  time,  if  I  coud 
have  felt  myself  at  Liberty  to  have  wrote  at  all,  without  touching 
npon  the  Situation  of  this  County,  and  upon  the  nature  of  the  un* 
happy  choice  made  by  the  Board  of  War,  in  the  appointment  of  a 
Commander  over  the  Troops  designed  for  the  Protection  of  the  In* 
habitants  thereof.  In  this  my  Province  was  not  any  thing  beyond 
that  of  a  Spectator,  and  it  was  too  delicate  a  Point  for  me  to  touch 
on,  altbo'  I  have  suffered  greatly  in  my  Fears  least,  thro  the  appoint- 
xnent,  some  unfortunate  miscarriages  might  have  ensued.  Nor  should 
any  thing  have  prevailed  on  me  at  this  time,  if  Cap^  Kearney,  Cap^. 
Commandant  of  the  detachment  from  Col.  Hartley's  Begiment  had 
not,  in  confidence  represented  to  me,  that  he  not  only  conceives  his 
Beputation  at  Stake,  in  consequence  of  the  strange  conduct  of  his 
Superior  Officer,  but  that  he  apprehends  really  from  strict  observa- 
tion»  that  Col.  Kowat's  is  totally  inadequate  to  the  important  Task 
of  conducting  Military  Operations  in  an  Indian  Country,  or  in  a 
'  Country  into  which  the  Savages  may  make  Inroads  and  Devasta* 
tions,  he  being  as  perfectly  unacquainted  with  the  Country  liable  to 
be  exposed  to  Indian  Bavages,  as  he  is  to  the  nature  of  the  Indian 
manner  of  Fighting.  Col.  Kowat's,  in  the  Legion  to  which  he  be- 
longs, and  for  the  Service  it  is  immediately  raised,  may  doubtlesa 
distinguish  himself;  and  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  it  is  the  Desire  of  the 
Officers  who  command  the  Detachment  from  Col.  Hartley's  Begi- 
ment, that  CoL  Kowat's  may  be  translated  to  his  Legion,  and  an* 
other  Chief  Officer  appointed.  Upon  this  Bepresentation  of  Cap^ 
Kearney  to  me,  as  an  individual  of  the  County,  from  a  considers* 
tion  of  the  Services  I  owe  the  Public,  and  a  Be^rd  to  the  distressed 
Inhabitants  in  the  Upper  Part  of  the  Minesinks,  who,  I  have  too 
much  BeasoQ  to  fear,  will  soon  feel  a  heavy  Blow  from  the  Enemy, 
X  have  thought  it  my  Duty  to  delay  no  Time,  but  give  your  Honor 
i^e  above  necessary  Information. 

That  part  of  General  Polaski'e  Legion,  which  remain  with  Col. 
Kowat's,  at  his  Head  Quarters  at  Fort  Penn,  I  humbly  am  of  opin- 
ion cannot  possibly  render  any  Services  to  the  Public  in  that  very 
broken  Country,  but  by  way  of  Expresses,  &  this  is  needlessly  dis- 
tressing that  unhappy  Country  to  a  very  great  degree.  Two  or  three 
Continental  Homes  atationd  propwly  would  serve  every  purpose ; 
besides,  nYery  Farmer  ia  always  Jn  a  CondiUon  to  render  that  Ser- 
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vioe  to  the  Public,  he  ney^r  being  without  good  Horses.  And  when 
it  shall  be  considered;  that,  tfaro'  many  aooiaental  CaTises,  there  ue 
bat  very  few  Families  in  the  Townships  in  that  Quarter  of  the  Cotui- 
tj,  who  will  have  Bread  sufficient  to  supply  themselves  until  next 
Harvest,  the  Prospect  of  their  Oalamity  is  dreadful. 

The  Country  of  Wyoming,  when  settled^  fomed  s  good  Barner  kt 
a  connderabk  Part  of  the  interior  Settlements  of  Northamptoo 
County,  and  for  some  Part  of  Northumberland.  If  a  proper  Poek 
ooiid  be  established  there,  [and  another  high  up  on  Delaware,  ttie 
Soouting  Parties  from  these  Posts  must  of  neoeasity,  one  wood 
think,  frequently  fall  in  with  the  Bnemy,  whose  Head  QuarteniBij 
ationally  be  euppoeed  to  be  about  Aquago.  Ool.  Zebulon  Batler, 
in  the  Continentol  Service,  I  hear  is  now  at  Wyoming  with  Twa 
Cfompauiefl,  and  eome  of  the  Remains  of  the  Susquehannah  Settien, 
amounting  perhaps  in  the  whole  to  One  Hundnsd  and  Fifty  ines, 
certainly  much  too  weak  a  Body.  They  have  however  this  for  their 
future  GoQsolatidn,  after  their  past  Distress;  that  Wyoming  is  eot 
now  an  object  for  the  Enemy.  They  can  expect  nothing  there  bet 
bard  Blowsy  unless  they  should  come  again  there  forraidaUy,  and 
repossess  Uiat  Country,  as  having  been  an  antient  Place  of  Ktsii^ 
vous,  and  to  be  again  considered  in  that  Light;  for  the  more  eisy 
penetrating  into  and  among  our  Settlements. 

If  I  may  presume  to  defiver  my  Sentiments  with  Freedom  aod 
without  offence,  there  seems  a  necessity  for  supporting  the  Post  at 
Wyoming,  for  ^e  Preservation  of  the  interior  Cotmtry;  for,  if  Wjo- 
zaiog  should  become  a  Rendevous  for  the  Snemy,  the  OoBotry 
within  will  be  everlastingly  in  danger,  and  the  least  alarm  threw  all 
in  Confusion.  But  as  the  late  great  Settlement  at  Wyotning  is  bov 
destroyed  by  the  Devastations  &  Depredations  of  the  Tories  and  la- 
dians,  an  important  Question  will  arise,  wherein  the  Interest  and 
Peace  of  the  several  States  may  be  involved.  How  far  Eneonra^ 
ment,  or  even  Permission  for  the  Settlement  of  that  Country  agaio, 
should  be  allowed  by  any  States  collectively  or  disjunctively,  voder 
Colour  of  making  Settlements,  cft  regaining  PossiBssion  of  I^ds 
-upon  any  particuhir  Claim  or  Ri^t,  during  the  present  Oontreversy 
with  Regard  to  TiUes?  And  of  this  I  apprehend  Congress  9lm 
can  be  the  Judge  or  Director. 

I  have  received  an  Order  of  Council  to  forward  the  Indigo  to 
Philadelphia,  which  I  shall  obey  the  first  oppoiiunity,  as  soon  as  1 
can  procure  Waggons.  Mr.  James  Wharton,  When  I  waited  on  biB>) 
acquainted  me  that  the  Bar  Iron  alsb  belonged  to  the  Smte.  Toar 
Honor  will  please  to  give  me  directions  concerning  it. 
lam,  Sirj  Your  Honor's  most  obedient 

hnmble  Servant, 

ROBERT  LBVEBA 
IHreeUdf 

'  To  the  Honorablo  George  Bryan,  Bbquire,  Tice  President  rf  As 
Gon^mon w«rfth  <^f  Peinsylvania/  PliiMelphift. 
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BdBEST  Levbbs  to  T.  Matiace,  1778. 

EaBton.  AugnBt  26lfc|  177& 
8tf, 

Yottr  Favor  of  lh«  I9th  mftaiit  I  reoeiTed  jestesdMjj  with  ihe 
Order  of  Connoil  respecting  the  Indigo,  whidi  I  toll  fyrwird  t«  Phihi- 
delphia  by  the  first  safe  opportunity.  I  have  spoke  to  a  Wilggoner  this 
day,  who  with  his  Neighbour  haye  promised  me,  so  soon  as  he  had 
got  in  his  Second  Crop,  he  will  call  on  me  to  bilng  it  down. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  Five  Marriage  Lioenees,  signed  by  the  late 
President,  and  beg  you  will  please  to  order  about  Sixty  Tavern  li- 
oenoes  for  the  Current  Year,  and  Three  or  Four  Marriage  Ltoene^ 
to  be  sent  up  to  me.  When  the  WagcnnerE  bring  down  the  Iudig0| 
if  you  think  proper,  it  will  be  a  goodConveyance  for  the  Licences. 

We  have  nothing  particular  of  moment  here.  The  last  Acoounts 
from  the  Upper  Parts  of  this  County  mention,  that  last  Thursday, 
as  some  Persons,  about  Four,  who  had  formerly  lived  at  a  New  Eng- 
land Settlement^  on  Walanp&paek,  a  Branch  of  Leheighwaohsein, 
had  returned  in  order  to  try  to  save  some  of  their  Effects,  a  young 
Lad,  who  was  going  to  a  Spring  for  Water,  as  he  had  mounted  a 
Fence,  &  was  just  getting  over,  received  a  Shot  &  fell  down  ;  his 
€l(napanion%  on  perceiving  Three  or  Four  IndiaDrnmAing  down  a 
Hill  to  the  Plaoe  where  the  unfortunate  Boy  wss  dn^t,  imme£ately 
nm  off  and  luckily  Biade  their  BaQ8i>e. 

Capt  Kearney,  of  Col.  Hartle/s  Ee|^ment)  wias  Mtelvupon  a 
oommand  as  high  aa  Cusfedetung,  with  abeut  160  raah^he  fell  in  with 
Ten,  some  say  Seventeen  Indians  &  Tories,  who  happei^  a  few  ni» 
nutes  too  soon  to  discover  our  Parties,  or  they  must  have  fallen  into 
our  Hands.  They  immediftialy  toc^  to  the  Kiver  and  unfortunately 
escaped,  ezceptiuff  one  or  Two  who  were  shot  in  the  River,  an  Indian 
Sqtia  &  a  Tory  killed.  I  am  not  without  my  apprehensions,  that  the 
Upper  Part  of  the  Minedinks  will  soon  receive  a  severe  Stroke,  un- 
less we  shall  be  so  fortunate  as  to  repel  the  Enemy. 

I  am  with  perfect 

Esteem  and  Begard,  Sir, 

Tour  most  obedient  Servant, 

ROBERT  LE^nEBg.    , 

Timotliy  Itstlaok,  Esquire. 

Voi^VI.-«l 
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BOBBBT  Bl€B  TO  GOU^CILi  1778. 

PhiladelpUa,  26th  Augaat,  1778. 
CU&HemeBi 

Having  Reor'  orders  from  Colonel  Hnmpton  for  Recruiting  m 
tins  City,  as  will  q>pear  by  the  Letter  pfodaoedi  beg  I  may  be  sop- 
f lied  wHh  Moftey  and  Insfeniotiona. 

I  am  Oentf  m^  with  respdot^ 

Y'  most  Ob*  S*. 

ROBEET  RICE, 

Ensign  10th  Penn'a  Regmt 

The  Hon'ble  the  Snpream  ExecntiTe  Gonncil* 


John  Pbootob  to  V.  P.  Bbyak,  1778. 

Westmorelandy  Angst  jr  27th|  1778. 
Hon^onied  Sir, 

I  am  in  Orcait  need  of  Money  to  Pay  of  the  Hilita  of  this  eonap 
ty,  Pkse  to  Oite  the  Bairor,  Mr.  Watson,  a  diaii  in  my  favor  fcr 
foar  thousand  Pounds  for  that  yonse-^that  sum  will  Pay  the  most 
Needfol.  Tie  Bairor  is  Quarter  Master  to  the  Light  Hoiae  of  this 
Cemty,  he  ean  inforim  yon  of  onor  Destrest'd  Sitoation.  I  will  sss 
yon  tUs  fi]l|  Gk>d  willing  and  am, 

Sir^  yonre  Sinoero 

&  Humble  Servt, 

JOHN  PROCTOR. 

To  tbd  Honourable  George  Bryan^  Esqr. 


Justices  of  Bbbks  Coubtt  to  Council^  1778. 

To  His  ExoeUenoy  die  President,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  Hon*  the 
Vice  President  and  Supreme  ezeoutiye  Council  of  ^the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania.  *    . 
The  Remonstrance  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace'  for  the  County  of 

Northumberland  in  Court  of  General  Quarter  Sesnons  met  at  Son- 

bniy  for  the  County  aforesaid,  on  Thursday,  27th  August,  1778, 

Sheweth : 

That  a  oertain  Qeoige  Moy,  supposed  to  be  a  Lieut  Col.  of  the 
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Berks  Coanty  Militia,  did,  on  the  day  above  mentionedi  moet  groesly 
ittfl^l  tbe  Civil  Authority  of  thia  Covoty  by  camiag  with  a  pasty 
of  aimed  men,  which  he  paraded  before  the  door  of  the  house  in 
which  the  Court  was  then  sitting  for  tbe  examination  of  some  pri- 
soners then  before  said  Court,  and  then  and  there  by  threats, 
manaoes,  and  the  most  horrid  oaths  and  imprecations  (too  prophane 
and  Tulgar  to  be  repeated,)  did  endeavour  to  Biass  or  pervert  the 
Judgment  of  said  Court. 

That  by  his,  the  said  Moy%  Rude,  Blasphemious  and  prophane . 
behaviour  he  so  intimidated  the  Constable  and  Goal  keeper  who 
attended  the  Court,  as  well  as  the  men  who  were  then  under  ezami^ 
nation;  that  upon  one  of  the  said  men  being  oammitied  to  goal 
and  the  other  two  dismissed,  (nothing  appearing  against  them)  they 
were  all  afraid  to  leave  the  house  Untill  Mr.  Atkinson,  one  of  the 
Justices,  undertook  to  see  the  prisoner  safe  to  goal,  and  on  bis 

Soinff  out  was  followed,  or  rather  surrounded  by  a  party  of  said 
(oj^s  gang  with  thrests  and  fixed  Bayonets,  insulting  said  Justioe 
all  the  way  to  the  goal,  and  on  his  return  with  many  obprobious 
Epithets  and  Vulgar  expressions  in  the  Qerman  Language. 

That  the  said  Moy  being  legally  served  mtt  a  writ  at  Ae  suit  of 
Thomas  Hughs,  for  hiae  imprisonment,  The  said  Moy  with  the 
asristanoe  of  his  parhr  rescued  himself  from  the  Sherriff;  and  also 
l>eing  served  with  a  Warrant  upon  the  deposition  of  said  Hughs,  a 
Copy  of  which  deporition  is  hereuto  annexed,  the  said  Moy  refused 
feo  appear  or  give  any  secorityifor  his  behaviour. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Court, 

THOMOND  BALL,  D.  T?roU. 

Northumberland  Coimty  sa. 

This  day  personally  appeared  before  me  the  Subscriber,  one  of 
the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  aforesaid,  Thomas  Hughes, 
one  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  who  solemnly' declares  and  affirms 
that  he,  the  said  Hughes,  is  in  dread  and  fear  of  suffering  in  his 
person  or  property  from  the  Violence  (M*  malice  of  Col.  George  Moy; 
which  Moy  did  (last  night)  SWear  that  he  would  run  the  dep<  through 
if  be  (deponent)  said  anolJber  word,  and  also  that  the  said  Moy  swore 
he  i^ould  sacrifice  the  settlement,  meaning  the  settlement  where 
deponent  lives.  Affirmed  and  Subscribed  the  Twenty-seventh  day 
of  August,  1778. 

THOMAS  hughes! 
Before  me. 

THOMOND  BALL. 

^  Directed, 

To  His  Exoellenoy  the  President  and  the  Hon*  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pensylvania. 
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0ju>9Ba  Of  CavKOXL  tio  Gomhobo&b  Hazblwood,  1778. 

Id  OooBoil, 

Pbiladelpluaj^  Aagnst  27tb,  1778. 
Sir, 

You  are  requested  to  give  orden  that  an  armed  boat  be  imme- 
■Aatelj  fitted,  and  with  a  dieoreet  officer  and  fiuffieictit  aainber  oC 
handa,  to  |ivoNMed  direetly  to  Ohester.  Pleaee  to  send  the  Bame  of 
tha  offioer  to  CotiB<Hl  immediatelj.  The  offieer  will  rooefre  hii 
Orders  in  one  kottr.^ 

Directed^ 

To  Commodore  John  Haielweod. 


J.  fc  A.  WlU)QQK8  to  Pmmil^BNT  OF  QoVOBMBf  1778. 

Philada.  Aug.  j*  28ih,  1778. 

Sir, 

We  take  the  Libertj  to  req^ueat  that  joa  will  aak  the  attentioa  9i 
Congress  to  our  Memorial  which  lies  upon  joar  TaUe,  &  is  founded 
upon  the  Prooeedioffs  of  a  joint  Committee  of  Members  of  CongrM 
and  the  Ezecntive  Gounoil  of  Ptonn8ylvania.f  We  flatter  ounelvei 
that  Congress  will  speedily  take  the  Matter  into  Consideration,  tf 
oar  Interest  is  extremely  prejudioed  by  oar  harlng  ae  long  dedised 
to  dispose  of  an^  Part  of  the  Salt;  and  this  we  were  iodnesd  to, 
A*om  a  Disposition  to  show  the  utmost  Defexenee  for  the  fiesolfei 
of  Congress.  Yoa  will  infinite^  oblige  us  by  expediting  this  fott* 
ness,    Who  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  Bespeot, 

Yoof  Moat  Obed't 

Ham'le  Serv'ts, 

JOHN  WILCOCKS. 
ALEX  WILCOCKS. 

IHrecfed, 

To  his  Exoellenoy  Henry  Lawiens,  Esq',  Preaident  of  Congretf* 

*  See  Col.  Eeo.,  YoL  XI.,  p.  667.  1 8e«  F*C^  7W»  7^* 
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C0RBB8POKDW099  &o^  BBSPBCTina  A  LoT  07  Salt,  1777. 

Amos  Foulko  on  beluJf  of  biuMelf  and  William  Baokhoose,  doth 
oertifie  all  wl^om  it  may  oonoenii  That  Captain  Stephen  Baokhoi»lO| 
pf  liverpoole,  oama  ta  this  City  in  Deeember  laat  with  a  Cargo  of 
Salt,  a  part  of  which  he  Deposited  in  a  atore  beloogiag  to  Joaepl^ 
Frieharti  on  the  lower  eide  of  Chestnut  street  wharff.  That  on  the 
23d  day  of  the  same  mouthy  the  said  Stephen  Backhonse  did  Con* 
sign  the  said  Salt  to  us  for  sale  by  a  Certain  writingi  Copy  of  whioh 
fimows : 

PhihMk.,  28d  December,  1777. 

Messrs.  Badchonae  h  Fonlkei 

Oentlemeni 

The  salt  in  Mr.  Prichaxt's  and  Mr.  Barges'  Btores,  belonging  to 
me  and  Mr.  Aahtoii  of  Livsqaoole,  is  4285  Bnahelsi  which  I  Con* 
sign  yon  fo.r  sale,  and  shall  be  gbid  yon  will  dispose  of  it  as  soon  as 
yon  can,  bnt  do  not  wish  to  have  it  sold  for  less  than  one  Dollar  ^ 
^niMl,  Int  hope  it  will  asil  for  morei  and  as  yoiasell  the  salt  you 
will  Please  to  remit  in  good  Bills  to  NjohoJas  Aspton,  Esq.,  of 
Idverpoole. 

I  am  GentfemcD,  yonr  Hnm'ble  Sery't, 

(Sign'd)    STEPHEN  BACKHOUSE. 

That  the  said  Stephen  Baokhonse  delivered  ns  the  Keys  of  the 
said  Store  at  the  same  time,  and  informed  us  that  he  had  hired  Mr. 
Prichart's  store  at  25s.  ^  month,  for  which  we  have  made  him 
several  payments  after  the  said  Stephen  Baokhonse  left  this  City. 
After  several  meetings  to  settle  the  Prfee,  on  ^  17th  day  of  June 
lasty  we  sold  3500  Bushells  of  the  said  salt  to  Alexander  Wilcooks 
&  others^  whioh  Quantity  was  simH)sed  to  be  all  the  salt  in  the 
paid  Josi^h  I^ohart's  StorCi  a  Sill  of  whioh  was  then  delivered 
them^  as  also  the  Key  of  the  said  Steve  HoiMy  and  the  sale  entered 
in  our  waste  or  day  J^ook  on  the  same  day,  in  the  fblbwiag  words : 

Philada^  June  17th,  1778. 

Bold  of  Stephen  Backhouse's  Sales  of  Salt,  to  AUezander  Wil- 
cocks^for  himself  and  John  WikookSy  and  William  M^MurtriOi 
8500  Bushells  of  Liverpoole  Salt,  now  laying  in  Joseph  Prioharf  s 
Store  on  Chestnut  street  wharff,  at  7s.  6d.  ^  BushelL 

And  I  do  iKforr  that  the  tfsid  Contract  was  made  in  good  Faiths 
without  any  Collusion  whatever. 

AMOS  FOUliKE. 

Phaa4a9 11th  Augwt^  1778. 
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Col.  laviKB  to  V.  P.  Bbtak,  1778. 

Camp,  White  Plidn,  Aug^i  29tli^  1778. 
Sir, 

OkpUiii  BnttOfi;  Lievrt^  Rofisel  &  Hilliffan,  of  my  Regiment,  m 
tent  on  tke  ReoraittDg  Berrioe ;  I  haye  ordered  them  to  wait  on  the 
Gonn<nI|  for  Instrootions  ft  orders  for  money.  I  wish  them  to  beat 
up  at  Lanoaater,  York  ft  Carlisle,  ft  haye  directed  them  00  to  do. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Yonr  most  obod^  Seryant, 

WM.  IRVINB, 

Col.  7«»  P.  Regiment 

Gaptn.  Wm.  Bratton,  to  Lancaster  Co., 
LientL  Al^i'  RmBeli  ta  Gamberhnid  do 
Ideot  JMnea  Hilligan,  to  Yoiic  and  Oamb*  do"^ 

Directed f 

The  HonUe  QQOige  Bryan^  Eaq^  Vice  PMddeat  of  tiie  Cosaeily 
Pennsylyaiiia. 


PrBS.  or  GONQRBBS  TO  C0UN0IL|  1778. 

PhiUdelphia,  Sl'^  Angoat,  1778. 

Honorable  Bir, 

Agreeably  to  the  reqnest  of  the  Connol,  rignified  in  yonr  Bonom 
Letter  of  the  28**  Inst.,  bnt  this  moment  brought  to  me,  I  herewith 
transmit  twenty-four  Marine  Oommissions  with  Instmotions  ft  Blank 
Bonds,  the  Bonds  when  duly  executed  to  be  returned  to  Congress. 
Three  Bonils  are  deficient  on  the  late  giant  of  twelye  CommiaBions. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be 

With  ye^  great  Regard  ft 

Respect^ 

Honhle  Sir, 

Your  obedient  &  most 

humble  servant 

HBNBY  LAURENS, 

President  of  Congress. 

J/tredeaf 
The  Honble  George  Bryan,  Esquire,  Vice  PMrident,  Peansyhinia. 

*  Thsse  names  appear  as  a  memoraadaiB,  in  the  writing  of  the  Secretsiy. 
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Council  to  Boakd  op  Wab,  1778. 

In  Goanoili 

Pbilftdelphia,  Angost  31, 1778. 

G^eiitleineny 

The  Service  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  being  Continned  by  law 
only  daring  two  months,  the  time  of  those  now  in  the  fiela  will 
shortly  expire ;  it  is  therefore  necessary  to  inquire  of  your  honorable 
board  whether  it  is  your  judgment  that  a  farther  nnmber  ought  to  YKi 
ealled  out,  to  take  the  place  of  those  now  in  Service.  The^Council 
request  your  attention  to  this  subject,  and  that  you  will  please  to 
inform  the  Oouneil  of  your  determination  thereon. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

G.  B.,  (V.  P.) 

Directed, 
The  Hon'ble  Board  of  War. 


CotTNCIL  TO  PrES.  OF  CONQEBSS. 

In  Oouncily 

PhUadelphia,  August  81, 1778. 

Sir, 

The  Council  requests,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  put  into  my 
bands  twenty-four  blank  Commissions,  for  Private  Ships  of  War ; 
those  which  you  have  heretofore  put  under  the  direotion  of  Council 
having  been  already  issued. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect, 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  and 

very  humble  servant, 

O.  B.,  (V-  P.) 

DtrecUdf 
The  Honorable  Henry  Laurens,  Esq',  Prendent  of  Congress. 
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Council  to  Govkrnok  LiviNasTOisr,  1778. 

In  Ooun«il, 

Philadelpliia,  August  JI,  1778. 

Sir, 

The  Counoil  of  PeniiBjlvaDia  have  oboerred  with  greal  paioi  thai 
ihero  is  aooBataol  mterooune  kept  up  betweao  the  dieaflfeotod  in  this 
oitj  and  the  enemy  in  the/dtj  of  New  YoA*  It  is  not  poeaiUe  by 
any  meaoEi  tha^oan  be  deyijmd  and  executed  here  to  put  a  atop  Id 
to  this  mischieyous  and  daMsetoua  pvaelioe.  It  is  therofm  thought 
proper  to  propose  to  your  Excellency  that  some  vigorous  and  e&e- 
tnaf  measures  be  adopted  to  prevent  the  emissaries  of  our  enemies 
from  passing  thro'  the  State  of  New  Jersey  on  this  business.  It  is 
said  that  a  considerable  number  have  gone  thro'  your  State  under 
the  pretenoe  of  having  passes  from  the  Council  of  this  State.  If 
two  cases  which  appeared  to  render  them  really  neeessary,  Uie  Coun- 
cil have  been  induced  to  grant  passes ;  these  are  the  only  two  which 
have  been  granted ;  and  your  Excellency  may  depend  that  no  othos 
will  be  issued  but  in  cases  wherein  they  cannot  with  justico  be  denied. 
We  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  stopping  ft 
searching  everyjperoon  who  may  he  justly  snspeoted  of  a  design  of 
goine  into  New  York.  Your  Excellency  needs  no  intimation  conoem- 
ing  the  manner  of  forming  and  executinjg  a  measure  of  this  kind,  and 
we  hope  that  the  hinting  the  necessity  of  placing  proper  persons  at 
different  stages  to  examine  passengers,  will  be  oonsidered  by  your 
Excellency  as  arising  solely  from  anxiety  to  put  an  end  to  this  inler- 
eourse  of  our  enenues  with  oda  another.  Nothing  shall  be  wanthig 
on  the  part  of  this  Counml  to  give  efficacy  to  any  plan  eaksuIataS 
for  this  9(K>d  purpose* 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  veiy  humble  servant. 

Directed^ 
Eiic'y,  ^.'Livingston,  Esquire,  Governor  of  New  Jersey. 
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Qbn'ii  fAun  PoTTU  TO  YiGB  Prbsimki?  BaYANy  177& 

BaBberry.  Sept^  Ist*  1778. 
IK  Sir, 

In  my  last  letter  to  you  I  infonned  you  that  I  intendedi  when  the 
Militia  came  to  this  pleacei  to  go  and  station  them  on  the  franteersi, 
at  Buch  posts  as  I  thought  nesaecery,  and  make  Report  thereof  to 
Councaly  thus  I  know  I  had  a  Right  to  do  by  my  Commition 
md  Loequal  situation.  Iiast  Thursday  I  oame  to  this  pleaoe  Intend 
to  serve  the  Guntreyj  I  fbund  General  De  Haas  Hear,  who  said  ha 
Commanded  all  the  Troops,  the  nixt  day  Col'  Harkley  eame  and  lei 
me  see  his  orders  to  Command  the  Troops. 

Be  Politely  Requested  that  I  would  take  the  Command,  thi^  I 
ohttsed  to  deolin,  as  I  never  was  Over  fond  of  commandy  and  tiiis  ia 
a  disagreebal  one ;  I  Rether  chuse  to  Act  as  a  privet  Gentleman 
and  do  all  the  good  in  my  power.  But  People  will  v^ak^  Qbeserva- 
dons. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  due 

Reqwct,  your  moat 

Humble  servant, 

JA«  POTTER. 

*  This  letter  being  received  in  Council  on  the  7tb  of  August,  it  is 
to  be  supposed  that  the  date  wai^  intended  August  1st. 

T.  M. 

IHreciedj 

On  public  service. 

George  Bryan,  E8q'»  Freaedent  of  the  Steat  of  Pennsylvania,  In 

Philadelphia. 


Thomab  Hartley  to  Council,  1778. 

Sunbury,  Sep'  !•*,  1778. 

Gentlemen, 

Since  my  last  to  the  Council  I  have  been  out  with  several  De- 
tachments up  the  West  Branch — ^tho'  we  are  not  certain  we  killed 
a  nngle  Indian ',  it  woold  have  been  in  our  Powar  several  ^i^es 
since  I  oame  up  here  had  we  had  soma  Qone.  The  Barbariana 
have  frequently  appeared  in  open  ground  4  do  fairly  out  run  tfce 
most  of  white  men.    From  my  little  observation  I  am  dearly  con- 

81* 
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Tiaced  of  the  utility  of  Hone,  for  however  sftgacioiis  the  Indiani 
are,  they  oannoi  always  cAose  their  own  groand.  The  HoraoiieB 
should  be  armed  with  a  sword,  two  Pistols  &  a  short  Rifle ;  the 
latter  WDuli  t>6  neoeasary  to  intimidate  the  Enemy,  &  the  Soldier 
might  occasionally  act  on  Foot.  I  have  wrote  to  tho  Board  of  War 
to  send  an  officer  &  12  Horse  here ;  I  hope  they  will  comply. 

Captain  Walker  has  been  so  industrious  at  Muncy  as  to  haye 
eompfeated  all  the  Earth  and  Fasine  Works,  &  nearly  all  the  Stock- 
ade. I  never  saw  as  much  work  done  by  so  few  men  in  so 
short  a  time. 

We  have  a  four  Pounder  mounted  there ;  if  we  had  four  Swivels 
to  place  in  the  Bastions  the  Place  would  be  very  secure  with  a  small 
Garrison.  It  is  to  be  remarked  that  since  this  Work  has  been 
begauj  no  Person  has  been  killed  within  our  Line  of  Posts. 

I  most  eameBtly  wish  that  vou  would  send  up  twelve  Swivels  for 
the  County ;  in  Case  the  withdrawing  of  the  Militia  they  will  be 
essentially  necessary. 

I  am  inducing  the  People  to  put  in  some  Fall  Crops.  Sevenl 
are  returning  to  their  Habitations,  but  with  great  Siffidenoe. 

Yesterday  morning  three  Qerman  militia,  without  arms  and  with* 
out  Permissioni  went  out  of  the  Fortmt  Muncy  to  dig  some  Potatoes 
within  sight  of  the  Garrison ;  they  were  immediately  attacked  by 
one  white  man  and  some  Indians.  The  Enemy  discharged  all  thdr 
Pieces  at  onoe — one  militia  man  fell  and  was  stelped,  one  ran  of; 
The  other  one  was  seised^  and  had  a  Tussel  with  a  stout  Indian,  hoi 
was  rescued  by  the  Troops.  One  Cottner  was  killed|  &,  one  Gapt 
Martel  was  wounded  on  the  28^  of  August  near  Hunc^. 

Several  Indians  and  Tories  have  appeared  about  Wioming.  One 
Family  has  been  killed  15  miles  on  this  side  of  it|  &  two  near  the 
Garrison.  My  Detechment  from  Northampton  County  is  arrived 
there  by  this  Time,  but  I  am  told  their  Cloaths*are  all  torn  by  the 
woods ;  they  are  in  the  utmost  want  of  Huntiaff  Shirts  and  woolen 
overhalls  or  Leggins.  I  hope  200  of  each  will  be  sent  up  imme- 
diately.   No  medicine  has  yet  arrived-^he  militia  are  veiy  sicUy. 

The  Bearer  Captun  Brady  can  inform  you  of  any  other  matteES 
from  this  County. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  subscribe  myself 

with  the  utmost  Respect, 

,    your  most  obed* 

humble  serv*, 

THOS.  HARTLEY, 

Coll.  Commandant 

P.  B.  As  we  are  just  on  the  Recovery  now  here,  I  dare  say  the 
State  will  endeavour  to  replace  some  of  the  militia  whose  Times  an 
«at^  otherwise  hundreds  of  Famalies  will  be  to  be 
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Panpen.     The  western  or  northern  Bxpeditions  will  gnmt  no 
present  relief. 

Yonre  as  abovoi 

T.  HARTLEY. 
Directed, 

The  Honourable  Ezecntive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Wm.  Evans  to  V.  P.  Gbo.  Bryan,  1778. 

Yioenti  Chester  County,  September  Ist,  1778. 
Sir, 

On  the  28th  of  Ang^  I  Rec^  your  &vour  Dated  the  18.  In  obe- 
dience thereto  I  immediately  Proceeded  to  Valley  Forge,  and  saw 
Mr.  Benjamin  Coates  and  ex'  him  Concerning  knowledge  of  Thomas 
Glarks  Being  with  the  Enemys  of  this  Contrey  at  his  house,  who 
saith  that  befor  they  Came  he,  the  said  Coates  with  his  famaly,  fled 
and  never  saw  Clark  at  all,  but  was  informed  by  Mis  Graham  thai 
he  made  his  house  his  quarters  in  Company  with  one  Stackhouse,  a 
tall  slender  man,  who  said  that  he  Came  from  Bucks  County,  and 
appeard  in  the  Habit  of  a  quaker.  As  said  Coats  knew  nothing 
from  his  own  knowledg,  thought  it  needless  to  send  him  to  you.  I 
also  Examined  Mrs.  Oraham,  a  gentlewoman  of  Varaoty,  who  saith 
that  she  knew  Clark  well,  and  saw  him  Come  with  the  English 
army.  As  I  thought  her  a  very  material  witness  I  got  her  to  Con- 
cent to  com  to  you  on  the  4th  Day  of  this  instant,  to  be  Examined 
befor  Council,  to  whom  I.  think  she  will  give  general  satisfaction 
Concerning  this  matter.  At  so  the  Tory  Estates,  Col.  Bell  and  my 
self  are  now  taking  a  return  of  them,  and  in  a  few  Bays  Expect  to 
send  an  Exact  List  to  Council. 

I  am  your  H.  Ser*, 

WM.  EVANS. 
Direciedf 
To  the  Honerable  George  Bryan,  Esq',  Vice  Precedent 
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Col.  F.  Johnston  to  Gapt.  McHsnbt,  1778. 

SeptF  !••,  1778,  White  Plwnes. 
To  C5ap*  H'Henery, 

You  are  to  proceed  with  all  poBsable  Despatch  to  TeQn% 
with  joa  a  list  of  all  Deserters  nrom  the  Reg^  As  soon  as  you  can 
arive  there  yon  will  wait  upon  the  Executive  Council  and  settle 
youre  Accounts.  You  will  likewise  Draw  from  the  Council  or  Lieu* 
of  the  County  the  Balance  of  bounty  Due  to  Each  man  raised  by 
70U,  and  send  on  the  same  to  Camp  immedently  that  the  men  may 
have  no  Cause  for  Conplaat;  and  should  you  ha?e  it  in  yoor 
power  to  Base  Becriuts  also  Till  Called  to  Camp. 

P.    JOHNSTON,  Col., 
Commanding  2'  Peon* 


Besolution  of  Oonqrbss,  1778. 

In  Congress,  Sept  2, 1778. 
Besolred, 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislaliye  or  eseautiTO  powers  o£ 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  lijtates  Southward  thereof,  t» 
permit  such  vesaela  to  load  with  flour,  wheat^  rice,  corn,  peas,  or 
beans,  for  the  Eastern  States,  as  ehall  come  reoommended  bj  tfa» 
executive  powers  of  auch  States,  or  aoy  of  them,  to  carry  pvovisioiHi 
for  the  consumption  of  the  people  of  those  States. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

OHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


BbsoiiTJHON  oe  Congress,  1778. 

(Copy  Verbatim.) 

In  Congress,  September  the  8d,  1778. 

Besolved,  •  * 

That  the  Artillery  Regiment  raised  in  Pennsylvania,  Commanded 
by  Colonel  Thomas  Proctor,  be  considered  as  part  of  the  Quota  of 
Troops  to  be  furnished  by  that  State,  which  is  to  be  credited  for  the 
men  now  in  the  Regiment,  and  also  for  any  which  shall  be  hereafter 
recruited  therein.  And  that  the  Government  of  the  said  State  be 
requested  to  famish  Colonel  Proctor  with  Uie  State  bountyi  to  ena- 
ble him  to  fill  up  the  Regiment  to  its  compliment  of  men. 
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Thaft  tlie  Goinniitee  of  ArrangomeBt  be  directed  to  eonsider  the 
Btttte  of  the  Officers  of  the  said  Regiment,  and  reffalate  the  same  in 
the  manner  and  according  to  the  rales  Adopted  by  them,  with  re* 
speet  to  other  Artillery  Regiments. 

Extract  from  the  Minnies. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y  * 


Resolution  of  Gbneral  Assembly,  1778. 

In  Qeneral  Assemblyi 

Friday,  September  4th,  1778. 

Mr.  Secretary  of  the  Gonncil  attended  the  Honse  with  a  yerbal 
Message  from  them,t  That  the  Time  for  which  the  Council  had  laid 
an  Embargo  on  the  Exportation  of  Provisions  from  this  State  had 
expired,  that  by  the  Constitution  they  had  no  right  to  extend  it,  to 
desire  the  Honse  would  take  such  measures  as  they  should  think  ex- 
pedient thereon*  The  House  took  the  same  into  immediate  consi- 
deration! ^^  it  ws  thereupon 

Besolved,  > 

That  the  7ice  President  and  Council  be  anthoriaed,  impowered 
and  required  to  take  the  most  effectual  measures  for  preventing  the 
Exportation  of  Provisions  from  this  State,  untU  a  Law  shall  be  en- 
acted or  other  Regulations  made  by  this  Assembly* 

Extract  from  the  Minntes. 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Jr. 

Clk.  of  Gen*  Ass^. 


Joseph  Reed  to ,  1778. 

Sir, 

AgraeaUe  to  mj  Promise  ef  forwarding  to  yon  any  important  In. 
telligence,  I  beg  Leave  to  enclose  you  a  Journal  of  the  late  Expedh* 
tioo  against  Rhode  Island,  which  has  terminated  with  little  real 
Advantage  to  the  Publidc.  It  was  kept  by  Major  Oibbs,  who  being 
with  Gen'  Qreen,  had  an  Opp^  of  being  well  informed  of  what  pass^. 
I  haye  nothing  to  add,  but  that  our  Loss  by  a  Return  is^  in  the 

*  See  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XI,  p.  568. 
t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  568. 
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whole,  Icilled,  wounded  k  mining,  211.  No  Oflfeer  of  higher  Btok 
than  a  Captain  killed,  A  Crentleman  of  .the  name  of  LoTel,  Bud  to 
be  a  son  of  the  Member  of  Oongrees,  after  behaving  verj  gallaotlj, 
&  being  wounded,  was  murdered  by  a  Britiah  Oflbser.  I  snppowUui 
Express  will  take  with  him  to  Congress,  the  exact  Betam  of 
the  Loss  of  our  Armj.    There  is  nothing  new  here. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

With  much  Bespeot  &  Regard, 

Sir,  your  obed.  Hbble  Serv*. 

JOS.  BE£D. 

Head  Qnartera, 

White  Plains^  Sept.  i,  1778.' 


Part  of  a  Dxaey'of  Major  Oibbs,  1778. 

Providenoe,  Aug.  5^  1778. 

5th.  This  Day  the  Enemy  set  Fire  to  4  of  their  Frigates,  A  i 
Number  of  other  Vessels  laying  ofif  the  N.  End  of  Providence  Usfl^^; 
being  attacked  by  2  French  Ships. 

6th.  AU  the  Troops  march'd  to  Tiverton,  appointed  as  a  Bendo- 
vons,  Count  d'Estaing  laying  off  the  Harbour  of  New  Port. 
7th.  The  Troops  were  collecting. 

8th.  Count  d'Estaing,  with  his  Squadron  up  the  middle  PtBSiff 
leading  into  the  Harbour  of  New  Port,  which  oooasioned  a  het^ 
Cannonade  between  the  Enemy's  Batteries  &  his  Squadron,  whicb 
came  to  under  Conanicut  Island;  the  Enemy  burnt  18  DwelliDg 
Houses  next  to  their  LineS|  &  in  the  Ev^g  retired  to  their  Woiis 
about  Newport. 

9th.  Haying  Intelligence  by  Deserters  that  the  Enemy  had  reined 
within  their  Lines  the  Army  was  put  in  motion — the  right  Wiog 
embark'd  &  took  Possession  of  their  Works  on  the  N.  End  of  Bhode 
Island,  the  remainder  of  the  Army  followed  immedistely.  Abost 
2  o'clock,  P.  M.,  a  Fleet  of  about  25  sail  of  English  Yemtif  ««« 
discovered  standing  in  for  New  Port;  they  came  to  for  the  Night  on 
Point  Judith^  the  Wind  being  8.  8.  W.,  the  Count  oouU  not  get 
out. 

10th.  About  8  o'clock,  A.  H.,  the  Count  stood  out  of  tbe  Htf" 
hour,  the  Wind  being N.  N.  E.  The Britbh Fleet  immediately  pntto 
sea,  as  the  Squadron  pass'd  Newport  a  heavy  Cannonade  oofflD^^ 
between  the  Batteries  &  the  Squadron. 

11th.  The  Army  was  to  have  moved  down  towards  Newport,  W 
a  Storm  prevented. 
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12Ui.  The  Stonn  iDcreased. 

13th.  The  Storm  raged  Tiolently — Marqnees  &  Tents  were  torn 
down,  some  Soldiers  &  many  Horses  perished — ^most  of  the  ammuni- 
tion damaged,  &  all  the  Men  wet— '28  Deserters  from  the  Enemy. 

14th.  This  Day  was  employed  in  drying  the  Cloathsi  issuing  Am- 
munition, &  repairing  the  damage  done  by  .the  Storm. 

15th.  The  Army  was  put  in  motion  at  6  o'clock,  k  took  Post 
ahout  2  miles  from  Newport.    7  Deserters. 

16th.  The  Army  threw  up  Works  for  their  own  Defence,  &  this 
Night  began  to  throw  up  Works  ag**  the  Enemy's  Bight.  6  De- 
serters. 

17th.  Batteries  not  complete,  the  Enemy  cannonaded  our  Men 
at  Work.    8  Deserters. 

18th.  Our  Batteries  not  complete,  the  cannonade  continued ;  8 
Men  wounded.     10  Deserters. 

19th.  This  Morning  opened  a  Battery  of  four  18  Pounders  & 
silenced  their  advanced  Bedoubt ;  one  Man  killed  &  two  wounded. 
10  Deserters. 

20th.  Another  4  Gun  Battery  opened ;  at  2  o'clock  the  Squadron 
appeared  off.  At  5  o'Olock  Qen^  Sullivan  received  Advice  from  the 
Count  that  he  had  fallen  in  with  L<^  Howe's  Fleet,  consisting  of  12 
Ships  of  the  Line,  10  Frigates,  4  Bomb  Ketches,  &  4  Bow  Gallies, 
with  6  Fire  Ships  &  some  Transports,  having  upwards  of  8000 
Troops  on  board;  that  he  took  the  Senegal  of  16  Guns  &  a  Bomb 
Ketch ;  that  his  Squadron  was  shattered,  &  must  sail  immediately 
for  Boston  to  be  repaired,  The  Languedoc  having  lost  her  Mast, 
Bowsprit  &  Rudder,  the  Tenant  dismasted  &  the  Caesar  missing. 
6eB>  Green  &  the  Marquis  went  on  board. 

2l8t.  The  Squadron  put  to  sea;  the  Works  go  on  but  slowly; 
the  Marquis  returned. 

22d.  Cannonade  continued,  k  our  cove^d  Way  compleated. 

23d.  Opened  2  Batteries  800  yards  in  front  of  our  f^mer  one, 
consisting  of  Eleven  18  &  24  Pounders,  and  two  10  inch  Mortars ; 
one  18  Pounder  burst,  &  one  10  inch  Mortar  split.  The  cannonade 
continued  warm,  one  man  killed  &  two  wounded ;  heard  of  the  arri- 
val of  the  CsBsar  at  Boston.  The  Enemy  have  several  small  Cruis- 
ers  on  each  side  of  the  Island. 

24th.  Cannonade  continued. 

25th.  Began  to  fortify  the  North  End  of  the  Island  to  secure  a 
Betreat,  &  began  to  remove  some  heavy  Cannon  &  Baggage. 

26th.  Two  Frigates  arrived  at  Newport     5  Deserters. 

27th.  Two  Ships  &  a  Brig  arrived  this  Day;  last  Night 2  Subs  & 
24  men,  chi^y  from  Yamums  Brigade,  were  taken  off  by  the  Ene« 
my,  owing  to  the  carelessness  of  the  Militia  Picquet  which  they 
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were  going  to  relieve.  It  was  determined  to  reiare  to  Iha  Nortli  Bod 
pf  the  leland,  but  for  oertftin  reasoas  it  wi3  deferred. 

28tli.  Cannonade  eontinned,  all  our  heavy  Baggage  &  Stoiea  i^ 
ing  vemovedy  the  Army  was  pot  in  motion  at  8  o'Clock,  P.  M.,  and 
arrived  at  the  North  End  of  the  Island  at  3  o'Glook  next  morning. 

29th.  About  7  o'Clock,  the  advanoed  Corps,  nnder  Col.  H.  B. 
lAvingston,  on  the  East  Road,  &  Lt.  Col.  Lawrenoe  on  the  "West 
Boad,  were  attacked  by  the  Enemy's  Colamns,  &  were  oUiged  to 
retire^  by  their  saperior  numbers,  to  Quaker  Hill,  when  they  made 
a  gallant  Besistance.  Col.  Livingston  being  reinforced  by  Lient  CoL 
Sprout,  with  Col.  Shepards  BegS  ^ave  the  Enemy  a  Check ;  the  En- 
em^  was  soon  reinforced  to  the  right  &  left,  upon  which  our  Troops 
retired  near  to  the  Front  of  the  Army,  whieh  was  formed  in  line 
of  Battle ;  the  Enemy  took  possession  of  two  Eminences  in  advance 
of  our  Bight,  ft  Quaker  Hill  on  the  left,  where  they  placed  several 
Pieces  of  Artillery  &  began  a  cannonade  upon  our  advanoed  Post  en 
the  Bight;  they  had  also  two  Frigates,  an  armed  Brig  &  two  Sofaoo- 
ners  in  the  middle  Passage,  which  annoyed  our  right.  FlMik,  while 
their  Infantry  advanced  to  draw  in  the  light  Corps  &  gain  •  little 
Bedottbt  whieh  supported  our  right ;  our  Troqps  being  reinforoed 
the  Enemy  gave  way,  but  rallied  &  kept  reinforcing  as  we  did,  till  near 
1500  were  engaged  on  our  right.  The  Action  continued  severe  from 
2  till  8  o'clock,  when  they  broke  a  second  time  and  retreatod  iucoa* 
fusion,  leaving  many  killed  &  wounded,  but  the  Skirmishing  be^ 
tween  the  advanced  Parties  &  a  cannonade  continued  till  Evening ; 
our  Loss  is  uncertain,  computed  at  about  60  killed  &  missing,  i 
about  160* wounded,  among  whom  are  several  officers.  The  Enemy's 
Loss,  by  what  we  have  been  able  to  learn  was  considerable,  particu- 
larly in  Officers.  We  took  two  Officers  &  about  20  men.  The  Offi- 
cer &  Soldiers,  in  general,  behaved  during  the  action  to  a  Charm. 
The  Artillery  has  great  merit. 

30tb.  A  constant  cannonade  this  Day  &  a  Skirmishing  with  the 
advanced  Troops,  but  with  little  Damage ;  it  being  determined  to 
leave  the  Island,  our  Stores  were  movea  at  6  o'Clock,  P.  M.,  &  at 
8  o'clock  the  troops  were  put  in  motion  k  embark'd  at  Howland's 
Perry  for  this  place,  where  the  Bear  arrived  about  3  o'Clock,  with- 
out the  Loss  of  Men  or  Stores,  or  alarming  the  Enemy,  w^o  lay 
within  one  mile  of  the  Army. 


Capt.  Thos,  Houston  to  Robert  Enox,  1778. 

D'Sir, 

This  moment  came  ashore  with  Capt.  Josiah,  and  made  Oath  to  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  concerning  the  Prise  Brig,  has,  we  have  un- 
derstood the  Capt*  of  Ae  Schooner,  has  taken  the  Capt  and  mato 
to  the  Justice  and  made  them  swaro  wbat  was  not  true,  beg  of  you 
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to  Mmalot  Um  Yioe  Prerfdeoi  ^onoerning  the  AtuifB.  G$pt  Josiah 
ft  self  haa  apointed  Mr.  MoColloh  to  act  as  Ajint  for  us  Boath, 
and  riudl  ba  very  bi^pj  if  joa  will  be  Tery  partioolar  abougbt  tbe 
oondemniog  of  ber. 

I  ani|  Sir, 

Yonr  Homb.  SerY^ 

THOS.  HOUSTON. 
Great  i;gg  Harbour,  Sep'  4,  78. 

Direciedf 
To  Bob^  Enoz,  Saqr.,  Pbiladelphia. 


Capi.  Gjeo.  Garland  to  Council.  1778. 

To  tbe  Hon'ble  tbe  President  i  Cooncil  for  tbe  Comiaonwealtb  of 

Penx^yhania. 
Geatlemea, 

HaTinc  Beo^d  a  OommiasioB  for  one  of  the  Slate  Gallja,  by  tbe 
bands  of  Gommodon  Heaflelwood,  and  by  bim  desired  to  maka 
dioioe  cf  tbe  GaUy ;  my  cboioe  is  tbe  Hanoodk,,  bat  eanaol  take 
fdmm  of  her  natil  I  git  an  Order  from  tbe  Ooanoil  to  Oapt  Tbo*- 
SMS  Moore,  to  delirer  ber  witb  all  ber  Stores^  a«  Capt  Moore  baa  a 
Oommisaioa  for  tbe  Hanoook,  and  not  yet  ditohafged, 
ftem  your  Hoaonrs  most  Obedent 

HnmUe  Sewast  to  GonmaDd, 

GSOfiGE  QABLANP. 
Sep*  6tb,  1778. 


PaBs'T  OF  OoNQRBSS  TO  V.  P.  Bryan,  1778. 

PhQadelpbia,  5tb  September;  1778. 
Honorable  Sir, 

Inclosed  your  Honor  will  be  pleased  to  reoeive  an  Act  of  Con* 
gress  of  tbe  2d  Inst,*  for  relaxing  tbe  General  Embargo,  in  order  to 
supply  tbe  Eastern  States  witb  Vegetable  Provisions  for  tbe  neces- 
sary oonsumptton  of  tbe  Inbabitants  of  tbose  States. 
1  am,  witb  very  great  Respect, 

Honored  Sir, 
Tour  obedient  &  most 

bumble  servt, 

HENRY  LATJRBNS, 
President  of  Gongress. 

Tbe  Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esquire,  Vice  President  Pennsyl- 
ania. 

*  See  page  782. 
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Col.  GhEumn  Bibbkb  to  Ool.  Ohas.  Pemit,  1778. 

Camp,  Wbifee  Plains,  Sept.  Gib,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  Gonsamptioa  of  Forage  is  so  great,  &  from  the  distanoe  it  is 
broaeht,  sabject  to  so  many  delays  &  disappointments,  that  I  wish 
to  flail  on  every  method  that  will  be  most  likely  tp  answer  a  Certain 
&  regular  supply.  At  this  time  we  draw  considerable  quantities  of 
Corn  &  Oats  from  Virginia  and  Maryland,  by  the  way  of  the  Head 
of  Elk  to  Trenton,  &  thence  by  land  to  this  Uamp.  The  same  from 
the  Delaware  state ;  And  these  supplies  must  be  oontinned  as  long 
as  the  season  will  permit,  the  middle  states  being  much  drained. 
However,  I  think  much  more  misht  be  drawn  from  Penns*,  Jersey, 
York  &  Connecticut,  if  the  Legislatures  of  those  states  would  take 
jeffectnal  measures  to  bring  out  their  Hay  and  Grain  for  the  use  of 
the  Army,  and  we  shall  have  occasion  for  all  that  can  possibly  be 
spared  from  each  of  those  states  to  subsist  our  Horses.  At  pres^it 
Jersey  cannot  furnish  a.  sufficiency  to  Forage  the  great  number 
of  Teams  passing  thvough  there,  altho'  the  gentleman  employed  in 
that  state  has  as  much  Interest  &  Industry  is  any  one  in  it ;  lie 
oomplains  of  the  great  Prioe  demanded }  the  same  oomplaiats  Irraa 
my  Agents  in  Penns^,  N.  York  &  Conneotiout,&  all  agree  that  from 
▼arious  causes,  the  Forase  is  not  brought  to  Market  The  abeeoee 
of  the  Militia  in  some  Pkoes  in  service,  has  been  one  oanse  of  their 
not  threshing,  &  in  many  the  expectation  of  a  rising  Price  indnoes 
them-  to  keep  it  back.  Some  measures  are  neeessary  to  bring  them 
to  thresh  &  deliver  all  that  can  be  spared  for  the  use  of  the  Army. 
The  limitting  a  generous  Price  beyond  which  they  would  not  have 
an  expectation  of  a  rise,  would  have  a  good  effect.  They  should 
deliver  it  at  the  seasons  in  which  it  b  most  wanted,  Vis.  daring  the 
Fall,  Winter  &  Spring,  Therefore  I  would  propose  that  his  ExcelFy 
Genl.  Washington  should  be  informed  of  this,  &  be  requested  to 
write  to.  the  different  Legislatures  to  take  the  most  eflPectual  measures 
to  Assist  my  Agents  in  the  different  Districts  in  the  Collection  of 
Forage,  by  limittins  the  Prices  &  enforcing  a  delivery  of  the  Hay 
&  Grain,  that  can  oe  spared,  at  stated  Periods,  also  in  furnishing 
Carriages  to  Hawl  the  same  in  their  respective  states,  to  such  Places 
as  it  may  be  most  wanted  at.  If  the  Prices  should  be  limitted  from 
Penned  to  Connecticut  inclusive,  it  may  be  necessary  to  make  an 
application  to  the  Lepslatures  of  Delaware,  Maryland  &  Virginia 
on  the  same  oooasion,  as  ihe  conveniency  of  Water  Carriage  from,  ft 
'.the  great  abundance  of  Com  &  Oats  in  those  states,  as  well  as  Uie 
insumdency  of  Grain  in  the  others,  will  make  it  necessary  to  draw 
regularly  from  them. 

The  proposition  you  made  of  a  number  of  Ox  Teams,  wonld  be  a 
great  relief,  if  they  could  be  procured,  as  the  Oxen  would  be  sub- 
sisted on  grass  &  a  very  little  Hay  j  In  the  Winter  a  small  quantity 
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of  grain  would  be  necessary.  I  submit  it  to  yon^  Inj  saeh  part  of  this 
1>efore  the  general  as  yon  may  think  necessary, 

And  am.  Dear  Sir, 

Your  Most  obedient  Servant, 

CLEMENT  BIDDLE, 

0.  Q.  V. 

(Copy.) 

P.  S.  There  is  so  little  grain  threshed  in  this  &  the  adjoining 
states,  &  our  Present  sitnation  requiring  immediate  supi^ieSy  there 
is  no  time  to  be  lost  in  adopting  some  method  to  get  the  Farmers  tQ 
work. 

Direetedy 
To  Colonel  Charles  Pettit,  A.  Q'  M'  G. 


CouNctL  TO  Hon.  Jos.  Bsed,  1778. 

In  Gonnoil^ 

Philadelphia,  September  8, 1778. 

Sir^ 

The  situation  of  public  a&irsin  this  State,  renders  your  attendance 
here,  immediately,  indispensibly  necessary.  The  Council  have  there- 
fore, on  mature  deliberation,  thought  it  proper  to  express  in  the 
strongest  terms,  their  desire  that  yon  will  not  fiiil  to  set  out  for  this 
City  as  doon  as  possible.  Bendes  the  many  other  serrioes  which 
are  expected  from  you  here,  your  attendance  at  Chester  on  Monday 
or  Tuesday  next  if  it  be  practicable,  would  probably  be  attend^ 
with  yery  considerable  and  important  advantages.  Your  attachment 
to  the  interest  and  wellfare  of  the  State,  renders  it  rameoessary  to 
add  any  other  motives  to  induce  you  without  hesitation  to  return 
hero* 
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JoKA  D.  SmaiANY  to  Y.  P«  Brtan^  1778. 

PWlad'a,  8'SeptF,  1778. 

Sir, 

It  18  now  more  than  a  year  sinoe  the  Supreme  EzecatiYe  GoancQ 
did  me  the  Honour  to  appoint^  me  to  the  office  of  Attorney  Genoil 
of  this  Commonwealth.  From  the  Beginning  to  this  Time  I  ha?8 
fDund  the  Labonr  00  great,  &  the  Compensation  so  very  inadequate, 
that  I  haye  long  wished  to  be  discharged  from  it ;  but  the  sbame  of 
Desertion  in  Time  of  Danger  ft  the  hope  of  more  liberal  appoint- 
ments, when  the  Legislature  should  haye  Lebure  to  attend  to  it, 
have  hitherto  restrained  me.  These  Considerations  are  at  kiiigCh 
pretty  fully  removed;  and  I  must  therefore  bes  yon  to  make  my 
most  grateful  acknowledgment  to  Council  for  aB  their  Favours  at 
the  same  time  that  I  most  humbly  beg  you  will  grant  me  leave  to 
resign  my  Commission.  « 

lam, 

with  the  greatest  Respect, 

Your  most  obedt  ft 

very  hble  serv*, 

JONA  D.  SEBGEANT. 

Directed, 

Hon.  M'  Bryan. 


J.  iua>  A.  WiLQOOKfi  xo  Pass,  os*  OovetsaSy  1778. 

PhiM'a,  Septr  y*  ft*,  inS. 

Sir, 

We  did  owaehes  the  Honer  to  address  a  Lettw  to  yon  some  nae 
ago,  solkitiag  ike  Attention  of  Cottgreaa  to  our  Memorial  vhldi  Is 
before  them.  As  we  are  informed  they  have  not  yet  oome  to  any 
Determination,  We  take  the  Liberty  to  express  our  most  earnest 
Desire,  that  they  may  soon  take  it  into  Oonnderation. 

It  is  now  near  three  Months,  that  we  have  postponed  the  sale  of 
our  Salt,  in  Deferenoe  to  the  fiesolve  of  Conmss  of  the  4<^  of  June, 
Gen  Arnold's  Proclamation,  Ac.  Any  Gentleman  who  refleotn  upon 
this  Circumstance  of  Delay,  will  be  sensible  how  Iniurioua  it  is  to 
our  Interest  We  flatter  ourselves,  that  it  will  not  be  thought  (on 
our  part)  disrespectful!  to  Congress,  if  we  should  prooeed  to  sell  our 
Salt  next  week;  unless  we  receive  from  them  some  Intimation  to  the 
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oonirary.  And  ^Itho'  from  %  thoroaffh  KnowlBdga  of  (ke  Transao- 
iion,  we  cannot  in  tlie  leafitapprehena  any  Determination  prejndicial 
to  our  Property,  yet  if  it  should  be  otherwise,  we  hope  that  our 
Fortunes  are  moAoient  to  answer  any  Pretensions  that  may  be  set 
op  by  Congress  on  Aco^  of  the  Salt. 

We  aw, 

With  great  Bespeot^ 

Tottr  Most  Obd* 

Huml  Serv*% 

JOHN  WILCOCKS, 

ALEX'  WILCOCKS. 

Indonement, 

'  Read  Order  on  this  that  the  report  of  the  Com**  appointed  in 
oonjunction  w^  a  Com**  of  the  Council  of  Peusylv*  to  determine 
property,  &c.,  be  taken  into  connderation  on  Friday .'*' 

Directed^ 
Hie  SxoeUeooj  Henry  Laurens,  Esquire,  President  of  Congress. 


BflsofiUTioiff  OF  Assembly  respecting  Chains,  1778. 

In  General  Assembly, 

Wednesday,  September  9,  A.  H. 

The  intenmptios  oooanoned  by  the  passing  and  repassing  ^  Wag-« 
M&s  and  other  Carriages  along  Chestnut  Street  in  front  of  the  State 
Moose,  together  with  the  ik>]b0  of  BmsiB  beating  dnriiig  the  Sittiiip 
of  the  Honeiarable^  Congress  and  the  Comoils  of  this  State,  belig 
found  Tery  inoouTeaient  and  oooasioaing  gveat  Delays. 
Therafore Upon  Motion. 

.  BesolTed,  That  it  be  leoimiiaended  to  the  Suptt me  Ezeenti^e 
Oonneil  of  this  Stale,  to  order  a  snffioient  Hope  or  Chain  to  be 
Blietohed  aaroea  die  said  Street  at  the  Upper  and  Lowet  end  of  the^ 
State  Hoaee  Square,  and  strictly  £oibid  ^e  Beating  of  Omms  near 
tiie  State  House,  daring  the  Hours  that  either  of  the  pubtle  Bodies 
nfca^emii  aKe  sitting  for  tha  dispatch  of  pnhlid:  Business. 

Extract  of  the  Minutes. 

JOHN  MORRIS,  J', 

<  Clk  of  Gen*  Assembly. 

■ 

*  Bee  pages  708,  724. 
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Col.  L,  Nicola  to  V.  P.  Bkyait,  1778» 

8epi'  9th,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  yeBterday  fomid  we  were  on  a  wrong  Boent  «fter  the  gendeoeA 
who  remoTed  from  Mrs.  Mageei  Lodging,  hamedtately  on  my  ttroBt- 
ing  Dr.  Berkenhant,*  who  proTes  to  be  a  different  person  from  the 
gentleman  who  talked  so  freely  at  the  ooffee-honae,  as  the  fonner 
immediately  quitted  the  city  &  was  met  in  ,the  Jerseys  on  the  road 
towards  Staten  Island,  as  the  gentlemen  who  first  informed  me  of 
him  told  me  yesterday. 

I  think  it  necessary  to  inform  the  Gonncil  of  this  as  there  is  mna 
thing  particular  in  those  two  gentlemen's  lodging  in  the  same  hoose^ 
ft  the  whole  gives  much  reason  to  think  something  improper  is  cariy- 
ing  on  in  this  city,  &  that  the  council  may  think  it  necessary  to  haie 
strangers  coming  into  this  city  carefully  watched. 

I  am  Sir, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 


Chas.  PjrrriT  to  Gbk.  Washikgtok^  1778. 

Camp,  White  Plains,  10th  Sept',  1778. 
Sir, 

The  scarcity  of  Forage,  and  the  Reluctance  with  which  the  fannen 
part  with  what  they  have  to  spare,  has  for  aome  time  past  filled  me 
with  more  alarming  Apprehensioas  than  I  have  folt  on  aooonnlef 
any  other  Biaaeh  of  the  Quarter  Master's  fiqiartmeni.  The  neeea* 
saxy  CaiiatiBipti<m  of  Focage,  not  e&ly  in  and  atKWt  the  Amy,  hot 
for  the  nnmerous  Teams  employed  in  the  iidand  TransportalicA  of 
Provisions  and  Stores,  has  so  far  exhausted  the  Besonroes  of  fonoer 
Gzopsy  that  every  I^umer  in  the  msdAe.  statca  disoeras  thftt  the -de- 
mand for  Gndn  iset|ual,  if  not  snore  4han  eqoal  to  all  that  can 
possiUy  be  fnmudied,  and  of  cemse  that  the  Purofaaaem^  whether  foar 
pubUok  or  private  nsoy  must  of  neoesoity  pay  whatever  piiee  shall  he 
ipslatod  on.  The  Diseretion  of  eaeh  individual  m  therefore  the  only 
Boundary  to*  the  Prion. J>emaBded.  HeMce  .we  find  itiaipoMBbl^ 
without  the  Interposition  of  legislative  Autiiority  to  adhere  steadily 
to  any  fixed  Price,  and  at  the  same  time  obtain  the  necessary  supplies. 
For  although  many  of  the  better  disposed  among  the  Farmers  wou'd 
be  willing  te  sell  their  Fcnrage  at  the  present  current  Prices  if  they 
were  not  apprehensive  their  more  avaricious  neighboun  would  ebtain 

*  See  CoL  Bee,  VoL  XL,  pp.  567,  569. 576. 
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a  bigber  Prioe  for  tbein;  jet  wbile  tbej  see  Prices  constanilj  rising 
and  unbounded,  tb^  are  unwilling  to  preclude  tbemsehes  from  tbe 
Advantages  wbicb  Experience  bas  taagbt  tbem  may  be  obtained  by 
withboldmg  tbeir  commodities  from  tbe  present  market.  Tbis  in- 
creasee  tbe  Avidity  of  tbe  demand,  and  of  course  obliges  tbe  purcbaser 
to  submit  to  tbe  terms  imposed  by  tbe  sellw.  Tbe  enormous  increase 
of  tbe  Pnblick  Expenditures,  tbougb  perbaps  tbe  greatest,  is  but  one 
of  tbe  Evils  wbicb  must  attend  the  permitting  tbe  Pricea  of  Gnda 
to  continue  rising  witbout  any  other  Limitation  than  the  capricious 
Discretion  of  tbe  Sellers  of  it.  Tbe  mischief  is  increased  both  in 
size  and  velocity  by  every  step  it  advances,  and  must,  if  permitted  to 
continue,  produce  the  most  pernicious  consequences,  on  the  other 
band,  if  tbe  Legislatares  of  tbe  respective  States  will  give  us  their 
Aid,  by  fixing  a  table  of  Prices  between  Individuals  and  the  Publick, 
and  establisbing  a  legal  mode  as  well  for  the  obtaining  at  such  pricey 
what  each  Individual  can  spare,  as  for  ascertaining  tbe  Quantity 
wbicb  may  be  taken  in  case  of  Dispute,  I  imagine  the  Quantity  A 
Orain  in  the  Country  will  be  found  more  -adequate  to  tbe  Demand 
than  present  appearances  indicate. 

From  the  .scarcity,  whether  real  or  artificial  which  we  now  feel, 
and  have  for  some  time  past  experienced  in  the  states  northward  of 
Chesapeak  Bay,  we  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  drawing  con* 
siderable  Quantities  of  Grain  from  Virginia,  Maryland  and  Delaware ; 
the  Transportation  of  which  not  only  enhances  the  Price,  but  bj 
employing  more  Teams  in  tbe  Publiek  Service,  inoreases  the  con- 
sumption. If  therefore  the  Inhabitants  of  tbe  States  more  oontiguona 
to  the  Army  could  be  induced  to  deliver,  in  a  short  Time,  what  they 
can  with  Propriety  spare,  it  would  not  only  enable  us  to  form  our 
Magazines  in  due  Season,  but  might  authorise  us  to  relax  our  demand 
on  the  distant  Places  from  which  supplies  are  transported  at  so  great 
an  Expence. 

I  take  the  Liberty  of  troubling  your  Excellency  with  these  Facts 
and  observations,  together  with  a  letter  from  Col.  Biddle*  commissary 
Gen.  of  Forage,  which  is  inclosed  herewith,  on  a  Confidence  that  a 
Bepresentation  of  the  Matter  from  your  Excellency  to  the  Legisla* 
turcs  of  the  respective  states,  either  immediately  or  thro'  Congress^ 
will  be  the  most  likely  way  to  have  the  Business  speedily  and  ejQfect- 
ually  attended  to,  and  to  procure  it  that  Dispatch  wbicb  its  importance 
demands. 

I  baive  fbe  Honour  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
&  most  humble  Servant, 

CHA.  PETTIT,  A  Q.  M.  G. 
Directed. 

His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

(Copy). 

*  See  page  788. 
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Gbf.  Jno.  Armstbono  to  V.  P.  BRTijy^  1778, 

Carliflle,  lOtk  Septr,  1778. 
]Dear  Sir, 

Altlic/  I  higbFf  approve  y*"  Ideas  for  the  relaxation  of  part  of  the 
Penal  Laws,  jet  find  at  this  place  y*  the  poptdace  will  be  divided  ia 
sentiment  on  that  point.  This  is  a  conveyaQoe  I  did  not  expect,  and 
Imve  only  a  moment  to  write,  bnt  hope  in  a  few  days  to  write  yon 
again  by  Mr.  Danean.  I  have  heard  of  the  charge  ags*  Mr.  Flower 
&  see  5*  isstto  in  the  papers,  but  of  the  manner  of  procedner  in  tryal 
or  on  what  evidence  we  know  not;  There  are  many  important  things 
to  theee  States  which  I  know  to  be  wrong  &  ill  oondocted,  but  how 
they  will  be  remedied  God  only  knows. 

We  are  disagreeably  amused  with  a  story  of  the  Assemblys  favour* 
ittg  the  petition  of  some  notable  Tory,  thereby  at  once  giving  disgnst 
A  dispensing  with  the  Law,  but  think  it  must  be  wroos  reported, 
Mr.  Whitehill  &  John  Burd  are  principally  blamed,  I  wish  the  house 
may  be  well  directed,  no  man  has  yet  said  any  thing  seriously  to  me 
on  the  ensuing  election,  but  have  heard  hints  as  that  but  few  of  the 
members  for  this  county  would  be  sent  back — ^I  cou'd  wish  to  have 
a  few  thonghte  from  OoU.  Bayard  thro'  y  PeU;  no  news  from  the 
West. 

I  thank  the  Oouncil  as  well  for  the  intimation  by  secretary  Mat- 
lack's  letter  as  for  their  confidence  fully  expressed  in  the  subject  of 
It,  I  mean  the  important  tryals  at  Bedford,*  from  which  I  should 
most  heartily  wish  to  have  been  excused  having  in  substance  deter- 
mined not  to  touch  any  thing  of  that  sort  again.  I  am  always  a 
debtor  to  my  Country,  but  am  persuaded  there  is  a  time  when  the 
publick  must  resign  their  claims  of  that  sort,  and  to  which  in  my 
own  feellings  I  have  now  an  ample  supercedius.  Private  circum- 
stances also  nappen  to  be  against  my  going,  yet  god  willing  I  do  in 
this  instance  disagreeable  as  it  appears  to  be  intend  going  up,  and 
the  last  Tuesday  of  this  Month  is  the  time  appointed,  Mes*'*  Hubley 
b  MoOlean  should  be  pushed  that  they  do  not  fail  to  attend. 

I  am  dear  Sir, 

very  respectfully  yours, 

JOHN  A&MT]WU». 

Directed^ 

The  Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 

Favoured  by  ) 
Mr.  White.      ) 

*  See  Col.  Ree.,  Vol  XL,  p.  681. 
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.    CoTJiroiL  TO  Board  ov  Wab,  1778.    * 

In  Goonoilj 

Philadelphia,  September  11, 1778. 
OentlemeDi 

Ool.  Smith  was  directed  by  Council  to  wait  on  yon  some  Hme  ago 
and  remind  yon  that  the  time  of  Servioe  of  the  Militia  now  in  the 
field  would  shortly  expire,  and  to  request  to  know  whether  the  Board 
of  War  would  countenance  the  keeping  of  the  present,  or  any  otiier 
number  in  service,  but  having  received  no  answer  to  that  application, 
we  now  apply  for  your  direction  herein. 

'  The  Lieutenants  oi  the  counties  of  Northumberland,  and  North- 
fimpton  are  ordered  to  muster  the  Militia  now  in  Service,  as  we  had 
received  no  information  that  your  Board  bad  given  oider  ii|  that 
behalf. 

I  am,  &c. 

Dtrectedf 

Hn'ble  Board  ot  War. 


Navt  Board  to  Exboutive  Ooungil,  1778. 

Kavy  Board,  AV^dlo  Ifistriet, 

11th  Sept',  1778. 

Sir, 

We  are  directed  to  equip  a  small  Vessel  belonging  to  the  Conti- 
nent with  Guns,  &c.,  &  as  we  have  occasion  for  a  few  Swivels  for 
that  purpose,  we  have  to  request  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  send, 
for  the  use  of  the  Continent,  six  Swivels  &  two  small  Howitaers,  & 
we  shaU,  you  may  depend,  be  careful  to  have  them  safely  returned. 

We  are  very  respectfully 

Shr, 

your  most  obedient  servants, 

JAMES  SEABLE. 

JOHN  WHARTON. 

The  Hon'ble  the  President  of  the  BzecutiTe  Council. 
Vol,.  VL— 82 
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GOUNGOX  TO  OOMNU  JOHH  BULL,  1778. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  September  12^  1778. 

Sir, 

The  Coonoil  have  determined  to  ereot  a  battery  of  four  Omis  at 
BiUingq^ty'*'  and  a  battery  of  two  guns  at  Mud  wand,  with  tempo- 
rary barracks  for  the  accomodation  of  the  necessary  number  of  men 
to  man  the  euns  at  Billiogspprt,  and  to  accommodate  the.goards 
necessary  to  be  kept  at  Mud  island. 

For  thid  purpose  you  are  to  employ  workmen  and  to  procure  the 
neoeasaiy  materials,  and  the  means  of  conveying  them  to  those  plaeefl, 
so  as  to  haye  the  work  completed  as  expeditiously  as  possible. 

There  are  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Robert  Alison,  the  Plank  and 
other  timber,  spikes,  &c.,  taken  from  the  Bastions  left  by  the  enemj 
near  this  city ;  such  of  these  as  you  shall  find  to  be  useful  for  the 
aforesaid  pur|>ose,  you  are  to  apply  to  him  for ;  and  also  for  one  or 
more  of  the  banacKs  erected  by  the  enemy  in  the  s*  bastionB. 

The  purchase  of  the  necessary  utensils,  if  ^bey  cannot  be  had  of 
the  Quarts  Master  Oeneral,  and  the  purchase  of  Provisions,  will  also 
come  within  your  dirsotion. 

For  these  ^purposes  money  will  be  put  into  your  hands  until  a 
proper  person  shall  be  appointed  as  pay  master. 

G.  R,  V.  P. 

There  is  a  quantity  of  spad^i  fihotek,  &a>  belonging  to  the  States 
at  EastoQ. 

Directed^ 
GoI>  John  Bull 


Brio,  Qjsr'l  Anthony  Watnb  to  Captain  Craiq,  1778. 

Camp,  White  PLiins,  16**  Sep'r,  1778. 

Sir,  . 

*  You  are  to  proceed  from  hence  to  Phil*  on  the  Recruiting  Serviee; 
on  your  arrival  there  you  are  to  wait  on  His  Excellency  the  Presi- 
dent for  Orders,  &  on  the- County  Lieu^  for  money. 

I  can  only  direct  that  you  be  particularly  Careful  not  to  Enlist 

*  Bee  Colon.  Beo.,  Vol.  XI.,  pp.  670,  672,  676,  676. 
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fogs;  ft  be  gMvdixi  agftititl  BriHflk  DoMrters. 
-  I  btre  the  fallest  Oonfidenee  id  your  Bf ligeaee  ft  AotifBtj  in  th« 
eeirtiee  tlna;  yo«  are  going  npen^t  beiog*  of  the  flrel  Coneeqaoiod 
UlMdttM'k  fowvrtul  Antkj  i»  the- field  8«ffieientto  aieet  om*  Knemy 
on  any  Ground,  who  from  Present  Appearaocea,  are  I>eMrmia«<l  to 
proaeoate  the  war  for  an  Otter  Ciawpwgn  at  least. 

I  vbh  you  suooess,  and  am 

your  most  Ob* 

Hum*  Serv*, 

ANT'Y  WAYNE,  B.  0. 

Gomm'  the  Penns*  line. 

Direciedf 

Capt.  Ciaig,  of  the  3'  ?.  Beg't. 


■K^i 


Council  to  Johbt  Halstoit,  ftb.,  1778. 

Pbilad9{pUa,  17th  SeptemVi  1778. 
Gentlemen^ 

The  Honourable  House  of  Assembly  were  addressed,  just  before 
their  late  adjournment,  by  Eve  Yoder  and  Esther  Baohman  in 
behalf  of  themselves  ft  their  Husbands,  ft  the  families  of  diven 
others,  inhabitants  of  Upper  3ancoQ|  io  the  County  of  Northamptoui 
whoifo  heada  or  husbands  had  been  sentenced  to  l>9  banished  by  the 
Qnarter  Sesuons  of  the  County,  their  personal  Estate  to  be  forfeited 
to  the  Commonwealth,  ft  their  real  property  to  descend  to  their 
heirs  respectively,  as  if  they  were  naturally  dead,  for  refusing  As- 
surance of  Allegiance  according  to  an  Act  of  Assembly,  entitled 
'<  An  Act  for  the  further  ateutity  of  Qovemnaant.^'  They  set  forth 
that  the  personal  Goods  of  those  persons  were  all  seized  ft  sold  by 
the  sheriff,  and  their  famillies  left  destitute  of  the  necessaries  of  lifif 
4^  prf^  fbr  some  mitigation  of  the  sentence^  ft  so  forth« 

The  House,  on  consideration  of  this  petition,  recommended  the- 
case  of  these  people  to  Council,  and  that  if  the  facta  therein  set  forth 
i^  found  on  enquiry  to  be  true,  3ueh  relief  as  may  be  thought  proper^ 
^Hty  be.  granted,  by  a  draught  on  the  State  Treasurer. 
-  As  it  would  be  only  adding  to  the  difficulties,  which  these  people 
iflready  oompliun  of,  to  expect  they  should  support  the  allegations 
contained  in  their  petition,  before  this  Board,  ft  as  their  condition 
can  be  much  better  opened  ft  underatood  on  the  spot,  you  are  re- 
queattf  bjCeuAfU  teitabe  «n  early  opportunity  of. MM|aiiing  into 
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Ike maAltr,  ibftt  on y^uv  v^KirtA  #dvJoa  an  order  laUf  be  mftly 
the  State  Treamirer  to  the  ebeiiff  ef  j^  Ooeaiy  to  seli«v»  their  proMt 
difiealtiee.  For  thie  pomee^  yea  have  inelosed  Oopiee  of  the  peti- 
tioD  ebove  nenlioiiedy  aod  the  Tete  «f  Aeieaibly  tbevenpon.  Boel^ 
iog  not  of  yoQf  good  diapootiOD  in  &voar  of  dielbM^  in  vkalenr 
ahape^  I  leiidni  Gentry 

.yr«O0ti>bedaerv*| 

Q.  B.,  T.  P*. 

Directed, 
To  John  BaktOB  end  Peter  Roads,  Eaqr'a,  and  Doetor  lann.* 


Col.  Jacob  Stroud  to  V.  P.  BnYAiTy  1778. 

Loweramithfieldy  Sept  ISth,  1778. 

Worthy  Sir, 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  send  the  within  Indoaed  ProoMdinp 
of  a  Court'  Martial,  aa  the  Militia  Law  Directs  the  Proeeediogs  of 
General  Courts  Martial  to  be  sent  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  tlie 
Militia ;  I  not  knowing  how  th«t  wa»  I  sent  it  to  Ool.  John  Wetatel, 
Lieut,  of  the  County,  but  he  save  it  to  me  again,  ajid  Informed  ma 
that  I  should  send  jt  to  your  Szcellenoy,  I  therefora  now  forward  it; 
&  am  sorry  it  has  been  so  Long  Delayed. 

From  Sir,  your 

Mopt  Obed't  Humble  SerY't, 

JACOB  8TB0UD. 


CoTTNciL  TO  Majoe  Gbn.  Arnold,  1778. 

1 

Sir, 

Tour  letter  of  this  day,t  with  that  enclosed  from  the  Boaid  of 
War,lias  been  laid  before  the  Council ;  and  I  am  direeted  to  inform 
you,  that  the  seventh  class  of  militia  now  called  into  serrioe,  w!u<m 
(Mght  to  h»Te  yielded  four  hundred  men,  has  produced  eigfhty  mft 
these  are  now  ready  to  enter  on  duty.  The  Councfl  have  now 
ordered  out  the  eighth  class,  which  it  is  expected  will  yield  a  greats 
number.^    The  uncertainty  however  will  remain  for  a  few  daya,»«« 

'  *  BeeCd.  Ileo.,  Vet.  XL,  p.  570.  ,^. 

t  Hetfitmi.  t  OoL  Bte.  VtLJL  ^  W. 
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if  tbii  elMS  AotM  Mk  abort  of  the  nmiber  nqntMl,  other  oImbci 
will  be  called  an  ezpeditioiial  j  as  possible. 

I  haye  the  hooor  to  bO;  with  great  respeoti 

Tour  most  obedient  servant, 

T.  MATLAOK,  Seo'y. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  18, 1778. 

Directed, 

Major  Oeneral  Arnold. 


BoABD  OF  War  to  Maj.  Qw.  Arnold,  17T8, 

War  Office,  Sept.  18, 1778. 
Sir, 

The  following  .extract  of  a  letter  from  Oen.  Washington  was 
yesterday  referred  by  .Congress  to  this  board,  Tis* : 

« I  hope  all  the  confederal  troops  are  on  the  march  from  Phila- 
delphia, and  if  they  are  not,  that  immediate  orders  will  be  given  for 
their  joining  the  army." 

The  board  request  you  to  inform  them  of  the  prospect  you  hare 
of  getting  the  militia  to  supply  the  p]4ce  of  the  confederal  troops 
here,  &  when  the  latter  may  be  marched  to  the  army.  The 
repeated  applications  of  the  commander  in  chief  on  this  head,  show 
the  necessity  of  dispatching  the  troops  as  soon  as  possible. 

We  are,  Sir,  your  obed't  servants, 

By  order  of  the  board, 

TIM.  PICKERING. 
Directed, 

M.  Qen.  Arnold. 


Council  to  Commodore  Hazelwood,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  18«*  Sep*,  1778. 

Sir, 

Herewith  you  have  Copy  of  the  request  of  Congress  to  station  one 
of  our  Gallies  near  the  mouth  of  the  Cape  May  Channell,  io  Deli^ 
wvd  Sm,  Altiio*  it  is  neti  eafeilf  praelioabley  to  odiMfQue  on&  of 
the  low-built  Gallies  in  so  exposed  a  situation,  yet  Council  would  do 
all  that  is  proper  to  enforce  the  Embargo ;  In  this  view  you  are 
hereby  ordered  to  weui  dow»  the  ])eiMrtre,  as  &r  as  Reedy  Island, 
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or  evou  fiirtbcr,  if  tiiera  fllKnild  bo  mom  4o  ioflpeM  that  anj  finadt* 
lent  praotioes  are  carrying  an^  a  Guard  boal»  properly  fitted  4 
manned}  with  orden  lo  inspect  all  yeaselsi  in  order  to  diaoonr 
whether  any  are  loading  or  have  loaden  any  proviaions  oatwaid 
bound.  By  a  late  act  passed  here,  vessels  that  ahall  take  in  asj, 
within  this  GtoTemmenti  are  forfeited,  with  their  Cargoes,  ft  an 
seiaable  by  the  naval  or  other  officer.  These  should  be  breoght  vp 
to  the  City.  The  naval  offioer  is  D'  Phile ;  should  they  have  truif- 
gressed  beyond  the  Bounds  of  Pennsylvania,  you  are  referred  ht 
direction  to  the  Resolve  of  Congress  above  mentioned. 

It  will  be  very  proper,  after  a  few  days,  to  dispatch  another  goard 
boat  on  the  same  errand,  &  with  like  ordersi  for  abuaes  will  othe^ 
wise  paas  without  notice. 

IndoTMcdf 
To  Commodore  Hazlewood. 


Council  to  J.  Hitblbt,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  19«^  Septem"^  1778. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  Oonnoil  to  ruterate  their  request  tbat  yon  wiH 
give  the  public  your  assiatanee  on  the  Court  of  Oyer  A  Terminer,  la 
be  holden  at  Bedford^*  for  trial  of  the  Tray  tors  who  took  the  dene- 
rate  Course  of  Joining  the  Indians  against  their  Countnr.  As  tois 
flagitious  crime  appears  to  have  been  committed  by  multitudes  along 
the  frontier,  there  Js  the  greater  &  louder  call  for  immediate  and  ex- 
emplary Juatioe.  '  It  is  hoped  that  your  affiiirs  will  not  so  moeb 
interfere  as  to  prevent  your  going  up.  General  Armstrong  will,  I 
underatand,  be  there ;  But  lest  his  infirmity  of  Body  hinder,  it  voold 
be  very  satisfactory  to  hear  that  you  made  a  point  of  attending. 

The  time  fixed  is  Monday,  the  29*^  Instant.  I  have  it  id  sij 
power  to  say  that  the  Commiasionera  will  have  authority  effectoallyi 
to  deliver  the  Goal,  as  a  Commission  is  gone  up  for  the  Trial  of  a 
person  charged  with  murder,  left  out  in  the  first  Commission  thro 
want  of  information  of  his  namcj  &  the  appelation  of  the  Child  he 
is  said  to  have  kiUed. 

I  am.  Sir,  Ac., 

T.  M.,  Sec'y. 

To  John  BMej,  Escf ,  Laooaater,  and  to  Avdk«  H*01eane|  B^'v 


t        I     4 
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JoHK  Ettwuk  to  Sup.  Exbc.  Counoil,  1778. 

To  His  Ezoellenoy  George  Bryao,  Vice  President  of  the  Sapremo 
Ezeeutiye  Council  or  the  Gommou  Wealth  of  PcnnsylTania. 

Honoared  Sir, 

Yoa  will  exense  me  that  I  trouble  you  ogtin  vith  tlie  Ooneemt 
of  a  few  ladiridnab  foeloDgittg  to  the  United  Brethren.  We  gave 
srea*  Offeaoe  to  the  Justioes  who  had  issued  a  summona  for  all  Um 
Inhabitants  of  Bethiehem,  Nasareth  and  Emmaus,  in  laying  it  before 
Govennnent,  and  disobeying  it  on  Account  of  its  Illegality.  But 
they  have  hitherto  done  nothing  further  against  Bethleheni)  &a*,  but 
have  issued  an  other  Summons  for  the  male  Inhabitants  at  Bmnaas, 
mentioning  their  Names,  to  appear  before  them  at  Bethlehem,  Sep- 
tember 18^.  On  their  Appearance,  and  refusing  to  take  |the  Test 
as  it  stands,  and  also  declining  to  give  Security  for  their  Appearance 
before  the  next  Court,  the  Justices  wrote  their  Committment^  and 
the  Constable  granted  them  Leave  to  return  home  and  to  appear  at 
Court  on  Tuesday  next.  Esq'  Levers,  who  was  aocidently  here  last 
Night,  is  much  afraid  that  the  Court  might  act  with  thcM  poor 
People  with  the  same  Rigour  last  Court  hSu  done  with  the  Menno*. 
nists  in  Sauoon,  and  therefore  advised  me  to  send  to  your  Honour' 
an  Express,  to  beg  the  Favour  of  Tou,  to  recommend  it  to  the  Pre- 
sident of  Easton  Court,  M'  Silleman,  in  a  few  Lines,  if  possible,  to 
postpone  the  Prosecution  against  the  Reverend  H'  Francis  Boehler, 
and  the  others  named  in  the  said  Summons,  most  of  whom  have  suf* 
fered  a  Month's  Imprisonment  before.  I  believe  they  would  be 
willing  to  |ive  security  for  their  Appearance  before  the  December 
Court,  and  apprehend  their  refusing  to  give  security  now,  and 
choosing  rather  to  go  to  Goal,  was  from  a  Notion  that  this  present 
Court  oould  not,  In  that  Case,  pass  Judgment  upon  them,  and  they 
might  gain  Time  to  see  what  an  other  Application  to  the  new 
General  Assembly  might  effect.  I  do,  therefore,  most  humbly  pray 
that  Your  Honour  would  please  to  write  a  few  Lines  in  their  Favoui' 
to  the  Court,  or  to  give  some  other  Advice  for  their  Relief.  I  can 
assure  Your  Honour  that  all  the  above  Persons  so  summoned^  are 
quiet^  good|  and  fidthfull  subjects  of  the  state. 

I  am,  with  high  Esteem^ 

Your  Honours 

most  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  ETTWEIN. 

BotUehom^  Septemb'  19%  1778. 
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.  CouficiL  10  J4COB  Bu8H)  EsQ.^  1778. 

Philad*.  September  21, 1778. 
Sir, 

OonnoU  stand  informed  that  you  have  engaged  to  aasiat  the 
Attorney  Oeneral  on  the  trial  of  the  Actiye,  Underwoodi  and  that  tve 
gettlemeD,  paftagera  on  board  of -tint  tetMil,  are  ahonltodqwrtlhii 
alato  for  8.  Garolinai  by  permisaion  from  Oon^^ies;  the  nasio  of  the 
one  ifl  Holmea,  of  the  other,  JaokBon.  As  it  m  of  great  imporfeanee 
to  have  the  evidenoe  of  theee  two  genlkmen,  and  M**  8«geaiit  will 
bo  engaged  by  the  neeeeaary  attendanoe  on  the  court  now  mtlingy 
yon  ave  roqneated  to  obtain  their  evidence.. 


To  Jacob  Rnsh/Etq'. 


Gw.  Wmsrsmov  to  V,  P.  Brxan,  1778. 

Head  Quarters, 

Fredericksburg^  22d  Sept%  1778. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  of  transmitting  you  copies  of  two  letteit 
from  Co^  Biddle  and  Charles  Pettit,  £sqr.;*  opon  the  enbjeot  of 
forage.  .  The  repreeentations  of  these  gentlemen  are  so  fall  and  so 
well  founded  respecting  the  difficulties  that  attend  the  getting  of  this 
important  article,  from  the  reluctance  of  the  holders  to  part  with  it, 
and  the  exorbitant  and  enormous  pricea  they  demand  for  it^  that  I 
shall  not.  trouble  you  with  any  observationa  upon  the  occamon— « 
However,  I  think  it  necessary  to  add,  that  unless  some  effectual 
means  can  be  devised  by  which  the  army  may  be  supplied  with  fin 
rage,  with  more  certainty,  and  on  terms  much  more  moderate  than 
it  IS  at  present^  it  will  be  impossible  for  it  to  exist  long.  What  the 
means  will  be  I  shall  not  attempt  to  point  out,  for  I  confess  tho 
Bubjeot  appears  to  me  to  be  involved  in  great  intricacy,  and  I  am  the 
less  inclined  to  enter  upon  it,  from  a  perfect  conviction  that  yon  and 
the  other  branches  of  your  legislature  will  be  forward  to  adopt 
every  expedient  that  may  seem  calculated  to  afford  the  smallest  re- 
lief in  this  interesting  and  essential  point 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  respect  add  esteem,  Sir, 

your  most  obt  Serv*. 

G-.  WASHWQTON. 

Hon'ble  George  Bryan,  Bsqr.,  Vice  President 
(Circular.) 

«  See  pages  788,  742. 
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BSPORT    0?   COMMITTBB  OF  CONGRESS,  1778. 

'  The  Committee  of  CongresSy  in  coiijuDctton  with  the  Oommittee 
Appointed  by  the  Supreme  Executive  Gooncil  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
Bylvania,  to  aacertain  the  Property  of  the  Gooda,  Wares  and  Mer- 
chandise in  Possession  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Philadel- 
phia, at  the  time  it  was  eyaonated  by  the  enemy,  vis.,  so  far  as  to  deter- 
mine whether  any  or  what  part  thereof  may  belong  to  the  Kins  of 
Great  Britain,  or  to  anv  of  his  subjeots — ^beg  leave  to  report,  That  tney 
find  Capt*  Step''  Baokhonse,  of  Liverpool,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Qreat 
Britain,  oame  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia  in  Decem&r  last,  with  a 
oargo  of  Liverpool  Salt,  a  part  of  which  he  deposited  in  a  Store  be- 
longing to  Joseph  Prichard,  on  the  lower  side  of  Chesnut  street 
wharf;  That  on  the  twenty  third  day  of  the  same  month,  the  said 
Stephen  Backhonse,  in  Behalf  of  himself  and  one  Nioh's  Ashton, 
of  Liverpool  afores',  did  consign  the  said   Salt  to  Mesa**  Amos 
PonlkCj  an  Inhabitant  of  this  City,  and  one  William  Baokhonse, 
who  oame  to  this  City  from  New  York  last  Fall  or  Winter,  either 
with  the  Bnemy  or  some  little  time  after.    The  form  of  the  Con- 
rignment  is  as  follows,  vis : 

MesaF*  Baokhonse  ft  Foalkci 

Gentlemen, ' 

The  Salt  in  Mr.  PHiehards  mnd  Mr.  Baroes  Store,  belonging  to 
me  and  Mr.  Ashton,  of  Liverpool,  is  4285  Bashels,  which  I  oonsign 
to  yon  for  Bales,  ft  shall  be  glad  yon  will  diapoee  of  it  aa  soon  as 
ton  can,  bat  do  not  wish  to  have  it  sold  for  loss  than  One  Dollar  ^ 
Bashall,  bnt  hope  it  wiU  sell  for  more,  and  as  yon  aeli  the  Salt  you 
will  please  to  remit,  ia  good  Bills,  to  Nick's  Ashton,  Bsqr.,  of  li- 
Terpool. 

I  am,  Gentle'ii, 

Yonr  hnmble  Serv*, 

STEP'N  BACKHOUSE. 

.  That  the  Keys  of  the  Store  wercj  at  the  time  of  the  Consignment, 
deliveced  by  the  aaid  Step'n  Backhonse  to  the  said  Amos  Foulke  and 
Wm.  Backhonse;  That  soon  after  the  said  Step'n  Backhouse  went 
to  Now  York ;  that  the  said  Amos  Foulke  paid  Rent  for  the  Store 
daring  sevend  Months ;  That  the  said  Amos  Foulke,  one  of  the  Con« 
signees  of 'saiil  Salt,  and  Al'r  Wilkox,  an  Inhabitant  of  thi^  Cityi 
do  both  of  them  alledge  and  declare,  that  after  several  conversa- 
tions had  by  and  between  the  s'  AVr  Willcoz  and  the  s'  Amoa 
Foulke,  about  the  purchase  of  8*  Salt,  the  si*  AVr  Willoox  for  him- 
self, and  John  Willeox  and  Wm.  McMurtrie,  on  the  17th  day  of 
June  last,  being  the  Day  before  the  Enemy  evacuated  the  City,  did 

fnrchase  8,500  Bushells  of  Liverpool  Salt,  then  lyins  in  the  said 
^riebardf  Store,  at  Ts  6d  Pennsylvania  Oiftrt%l  BusbelT,  which  quan- 
tity of  Salt  was  supposed  to  be  all  the  Salt  then  remaining  in  the 

32^^ 


8*  Prieharda  Store^  of  Uiq  stud  Salt,  imported  from  Lifirpool  as 
aforesaid^  sod  deposited  tiiere;  That  %  Bin  6l  Paroells  for  thiB  mie 
Salt  was  qn  ttxe  same  dvf  made  and  given  by  .the  said  Amoa  Fenlb 
to  the  8^  Al'r  WillooXy  io.^  atid  the  ef*  Anoe  Fotdke  fhrtW  alle«i| 
that  he  made  an  Entry  of  the  Sale  on  ih6  sam^  day  in  his  Boob; 
and  the  said  Amos  Foulke  anS  Al'r.  WiAooz  both  alledge,  that  the 
Key  of.  die  said  Store  was  deiirered  to  tie  said  AFr  TVlllcox,  on  the 
a^me  ]6ay  by  the  s*  Amos  FoaHtOi  and  they  both  agree  that  no  part 
of  the  porcnase  money  bath  yet  been  paid. 

But  whether  under  the  afore  recited  circumBtances,  the  s*  SiK 
on^t  now  to  be  oomKdered  as  the  Property  of  British  SnbjectS;  tlie 
ff*  Committee  beg  leave  to  submit  to  Congress. 

Tour  Committee  als6  beg  leave  further  to  sit  upon  .the  Boaioea 
^mmitted  to  them. 


I . 


Mb6s.  J,  &..  A.  WiiiCocKs  T9  Pass,  qp  CoH<?»sas,  1778. 

'     ■  ■  :Phnadr»,Sapty25tli,  1778. 

aVtf 

As  we  are  informed  that  Congress  has  not  come  to  any  Betermi* 
nation  upon  the  subjeot  of  our  Memorial,  you  will  please  exeoseoor 
rdmindiag  ydu  of  that  boa&ieaal  And  as  1^0  fikitat  amrive^  wo 
ahaU  not  be  oUiged  to  trouble  yon  again  upon  thb  Oooasi<xi|  Wf 
take  tiie  Liberty  to  inform  you,  Tbaa  a  oonademble  time  ago,  sft^ 
ike  GommiBsary  Qmn'l  had  appUed  to  purehaae.  out  Salt,  we  oisfrf 
to  let  Ool.  Blaioe  have  above  turn  thinls  of  it  al  •  tery  modanii 
rale,  not  mo:  half  tfa^  Price  at  whieL  Salt  ^ow  jtelkb  Motwithstttd' 
ing  the  Diffioulties  that  have  been  thrown  in  our  Way,  we  ate  Jit 
willing  that  the  Publio  shall  have  the  Qoanjbity  stij^tated  witli  Col 
Blaine,  at  the  Price  we  then  demanded.     But  should  Gongiw  de- 
termine to.  prossecute  any  pretensions  to  thisBalty  inoonsistent  wita 
our  Rights  &  Property  in  i1^  We  presume  they  will  be  of  Opinio 
#ith  us,  and  many  GentleoMn  acqoaiflted  with  the  iix€famt^»nc^  of 
iUt  GasO)  That  any  fingageadont  we  may  at  preaeiit  be  presmaed  ts 
U  'Wtiitt  to  OoL  Blaine,  will  thereby  be  entirely  eaneaUed,  and  w« 
ihalhbe  under  no  OUigation  to  supply  the  PiAlio  with  any  I^J* 
the  Salt  ai  a  lower  Bate  than  the  Gan^nt  Prtov.   We^rspOis  ti»^ 
our  Salt  after  the  Szpiratidii  of  this  week.     -  • 

•     Wb  have  the  Honor  to  be 

^    Tour  most  Obdt  Hum*  Servla,    '  .  * 

i   ,  ALKX'ii  WILfJOC^* 

.  £Ua  HUMlUiKgr  fi^of y  .lauinfui^  Bsqir^  Pcaaideii^  jd  Gongf^-  - 

'    ♦See  pages  7W* 784,  tlO. 
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Ebsolutions  or  CouaRjsas,  17T8.  , 

In  Congress,  August  26,  i776. 

.  Whusas,  in  the  oaurae  of  the  pref»nt  war,  some  .commissioned, 
and  non-coiomissioQed  offieers  of  the  army  and  oavj^  as  also  private 
soldiers,  marines  and  seaman,  maj  lose  a  limb^  or  be  otherwise  so, 
disabled  as  to  prevent  their  serving  in  the  army  or  n&Yjj^  or  gettii^, 
tJieir  livelihood,  and  may  stand  i«  need  of  relief : 

Eesolvedf  That  every  commissioned  officer,  n0&-QOtn]iiissioned;offi9 
oer  md  ptivsto  soldier,  who  shall  Iosb  a  limb  in  any  engagement,,  or 
be  ac  disofblfid  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  of  Aiaerioa,  as  tof 
Bander  him  incapable  afterwards  of  getting  a  Bvelihcod,  shaUrce^e 
davittg  his  life,  or  the  cootinQSiicc  of  aaofa  disability,  the  ewe  half  o£ 
his  aoDthly  pay  horn,  and  after  the  time  that  his  pay  as  an  officer, 
or  soldier  leases}  to  be  paid  by  thio  eominittee  ias  hcnoaftw  jeen** 
libned^ 

That  esrery  commander  of  any  chip  of  war  er  armed  vessel,  com« 
wnssinned  officer,  warrant  officer,  marine  or  seaman  heloaging  ie  the 
United  States  of  America,  who  shall  lose  a  linkh  in  any  engagement 
in  which  no:  prise  shall  be  taken,  or  be  therein  otherwise  so  disabled 
itt  to  be  tendered  incapahle  of  getting  a  livelihood^' shall  receive,  du- 
ifBg  his  life  or  the  confcinnance  of  such  disability,  ttie.  one  halt  nf: 
his  monthly  fuy  fronrand  after  the  time  that  his  ps(y  as  an  oCceT' 
or  marine,  or  seaman,  ceases ;  to  be  paid  as  hereafter  mentioned*. 
But  in  case  a  priae  shall  be  taken  at  the  timcmeh  loss  of  liad»  .or 
cAher. disability  Shall  happen,  then  aoch  snm  as  he  may  ssoeive  ont: 
of  the  net  prefitaof  such  prise,  before  a  dividend  is  made  of  the 
i^iae,  agreeaUe  to  former  erdees  of.  Congress,  shall  not  be  oonsideBcd 
aa  pttt  of  his  half  pay,  and  computed  apcordingly  : 
>  i!hat  every  yoipmissioned  officer,  non-oomrnihsioned  officer^  aad[ 
private  soldier  in  the  army,  and  every  commands,  eomutiiflsioBed/ 
officer,  warrant  officer,  marine  or  seaman  of  any  of  the  ships  of  war, 
or  arml^  yassels  belpnging  to  the  United  States  of  America,  who 
shall  be  wonnded  in  any  engagement  so  as  to  be  rendered  incapable 
6t  serving  in  the  army  or  navy,  though  not  totally  disabled  from 
getting  a  livelihood,  shall  receive  such  monthly  sum  as  $hall  be 
judged  adequate  by  the  assembly  or  other  representative  body  of  the' 
state  where  be  belongs  or  resides,  upon  application  to  ihem  for  that' 
purpose,  provided  the  same  doth  not  exceed  his  half  pay. 
'  Provided  that  no  commissioned  officer,  non-commissioned  officer' 
and  private  soldier  in  the  army,  commander,  commission  officer,  war- 
rant officer,  marine  or  seaman  of  any  of  the  ships  of  war  or  armed, 
vessels,  belonging  to  the  United  States  of  America,  who  shall  bc' 
wounded  or  cUsabled  as  aforesaid,  shall  h6  entitled  to  his  half  pay  or^ 
other  allowance,  unless  he  produce  to  the  committee  or  officer  ap- ' 
pointed  to  receive  the  same  in  the  state  where  he  resides  or  beloogs,' 
or  to  the  assembly  or  legislatire  body  of  such  state,  ^  certificate 
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from  the  oommaiidiDg  offioer  who  was  in  the  aame  engagement  m 
which  he  was 'so  wounded,  or  in  case  of  his  death,  from  some  o^er 
offioer  of  the  same  corps,  and  the  snrgeon  that  attended  him,  or  a 
certificate  from  the  commander  of  the  ship  of  war  or  armed  Yttsei 
engaged  in  the  action  in  which  any  officer,  marine  or  seaman  received 
his  wound,  and  from  the  surgeon  who  attended  him,  of  the  sum 
of  the  person  so  wounded,  his  office,  rank,  department,  regiment, 
oompany,  ship  of  war,  or  armed  vessel  to  which  he  belonged,  iiis 
office  or  rank  therein,  the  nature  ef  his  wound,  and  in  what  a^tioo 
or  engagement  he  reeeived  it : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  assemblies  or  legialative 
bodies  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  appoint  some  penoo  or 
persons  in  their  respeotive  stales,  who  shall  receive  and  ezamhie  all 
such  oertiftoateB  as  may  be  pmsented  to  them,  aud  register  the  sum 
in  a  book,  and  also  what  support  is  adjudged  by  the  aaaembly  or  le- 
gidativ»  body  of  their  state  to  those  whose  case  requixes  but  a  par- 
tial support,  and  also  of  the  payment  from  time  to  time  of  e^ery  half 
pay  and  other  allowanoe,  and  of  the  death  (^  such  disabled  paiam, 
or  ceasing  of  such  allowanoe,  and  shall  make  a  fair  and  regular  le- 
pert  of  £e  same  quarterly  to  the  Secretary  of  Oolkgreu  or  Board  d 
War,  where  a  separate  reoerd  shall  be  kept  of  the  sama: 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  assemblies  or  legislative  bo£flf  of 
the  several  states^  to  cause  payment  to  be  made  of  aU  such  half  pay 
or  other  allowances  as  shall  be  adjtsdgad  due  to  the  persom  afor6- 
named,  on  account  of  the  United  States. 

Provided  that  all  soah  offioers  and  soldier  diat  may  be  entitled  to 
the  aforesaid  peamoni  and  ace  found  to  be  eapable  of  doing  guard  or 
garrison  duty,  shall  be  formed  into  a  oorps  of  invalids,  and  sabjeot 
to  the  said  duty :  and  all  oSoers,  marines  and  aeamen  of  the  navj 
who  shall  be  entitled  to  the  pension  aforesaid,  and  shall  be  fooodoi* 
pable  of  doing  any  duty  on  board  the  navy  or  any  department  there- 
of, shall  be  Mable  to  be  so  employed. 

In  Congress,  September  26|  1778. 

Whereas  Congress  by  a  resolve,  passed  on  the  26th  of  Angn^ 
1776,  made  provision  for  com  missioned  and  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers of  the  army  and  navy,  as  also  for  private  soldiers^  marines  sod 
seamen,*  who  should  thereafter  lose  a  limb  in  any  engagement,  or  be 
otherwise  so  disabled  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  of  Amen'e^ 
as  to  render  them  iocapable  afterwards  of  getting  a  livelihood :  Apo 
whereas  divers  officers  and  others  have  lost  limbs,  or  been  otherwtf^ 
disabled  as  aforesaid,  before  the  said  26th  of  August^  to  whom  (he 
like  relief  ought  eouitably  to  be  extended.  ^         .. 

.  Eesolvedf  That  all  provisions  and  reffolations  contained  iothes^d 
resolve  of  the  26th  of  August,  1776,  shall  extend  to  all  persons  who 
lost  a  limb,  or  were  otherwise  disabled  as  aforesaid,  in  the  service  of 
tl^e  United  Colonies  or  States  of  America,  before  the  said  26th  or 
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August,  tud  rinoe  the  oommeuoement  of  hostilitiefl  on  the  19th  of 
April,  1775. 

And  whereas  doubts  may  arise  in  some  oases,  whether  oertain  per- 
aonii maimed  or  disabled,  and  daiming  pensions,  were  at  the  time  in 
the  serrioe  of  the  said  Colonies  or  States ;  For  remoying  the  same, 

Reiolvedj  Tjiat  every  eommissioned  and  non-eommissioned  officer 
and  private  man,  who,  since  the  commencement  of  hostilities  as 
aforesaid,  has  been,  or  hereafter  shall  be  drawn  forth  for  the  com- 
mon defence  (and  not  for  the  service  of  any  particular  state)  or  who 
has  turned  out,  or  shall  hereafter  turn  out  voluntarily  to  oppose  the 
enemies  of  the  said  United  Colonies  or  States,  upon  anv  sudden  at- 
tack or  invasion,  or  upon  any  enterprise  carried  on  unaer  their  au- 
thority, and  In  such  service  has  lost,  or  shall  lose  a  limb,  or  has  been 
or  shall  be  otherwise  disabled  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
pension  allowed  in  the  said  resolve  of  the  26th  August,  1776. 

Provided  that  any  such  commissioned  or  non-commissioned  officer 
or  private  men,  being  found  capable  of  doing  guard  or  garrison  duty, 
shall  be  subject  thereto,  and  serve  in  the  corps  of  invalids  when  re- 
quired, or  on  refusing  so  to  do,  shall  be  struck  off  the  list  of  pen- 
sioners, unless  the  person  so  refusing  have  a  family,  or  be  otherwise 
peculiarly  cireumstanced ;  and  the  governor  or  president  and  council 
of  the  state  he  belongs  to,  or  in  which  he  resides,  are  of  opinion  an 
exception  should  be  made  in  his  favoor,  and  an  exemption  granted 
him  from  such  servioe,  a  certificate  of  whioh  opinion  he  sh^l  pro* 
daoe  previous  to  his  receiving  his  pension. 

And  whereas  it  may  happen  that  many  persons  maimed  or  diss- 
Ued  as  aforesaid,  by  reason  of  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  the  deaths  of  their  officers  and  surgeons,  or  other  accidents^ 
may  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  procure  the  certificates  requited.by 
the  afore-mentioned  resolve,  to  intitle  them  to  their  pensions : 

Baoivedf  That  in  such  cases  application  be  made  to  the  governor 
or  president  and  council  of  the  state,  to  whioh  any  person  maimed  or 
disabled  as  aforesaid  belongs,  or  in  whioh  he  resides,  and  upon  shew- 
ing to  him  or  them  satisfactory  proof,  that  he  was  maimed  or  disa* 
wdd  in  the  manner  before  mentioned,  and  producing  his  or  therroer- 
tificate  thereof,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  and  receive  a  pension  in  like 
manner  as  if  he  produced  the  certificates  required  by  the  said  re- 
solve. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secretary  * 

«  *  * 

*  From  a  printed  haadbOl. 


■  •    • 

Board  of  War  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  1778w 

War  Ol&ee^  SeplF  26, 1778. 

Sir, 

The  GommaQder  in  CLief,  on  the  BOth  of  June  last;  gave  iDat^I^ 
tions  to  Brigadier  GeDeral  Portail,  chief  eogioeer  in  the  Americaa 
service,  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia,  with  fiuco  of  bis  assistants  as  he 
should  think  necessary,  to  take  a  full  &  complete  survey  of  the  oitj, 
the  river  Delaware^*  and  their  environs,  in  order  from  a  collected 
view  of  the  whole^  to  form  a  i^ell  digested  plan  for  the  defence  of  j* 
river,  and  consequently  the  city.  General  Portail  oame  hither 
accordinglyi  but  in  two  or  three  days  was  sent  for  to  attend  General 
Lee's  trial  ^  and  nothing  has  been  done  yet  by  him  or  his  assistants. 
QoI^Laumoy  16  now  arrived  here  for  the  purpose,  and  requests  he 
may  be  favoured  with  the  plans  and  surveys  made  by  General  da 
Coudray."}*  Thesoi  we  understand,  are  in  possession  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council ;  If  they  are  we  begybu  will  be  pleased  to  indolg? 
us  with  them,  that  we  may  furnish  the  Engineer  with  such  as  maj 
aid  him  in  accomplishing  the  views  of  the  General. 

We  are,  Sir, 

Terj  respeotfaUjv 

Your  tnoet  obedient  Servants, 

Py  order  of  the  Board, 

MM.  PICKEEINO.  ; 

,  Ike  JEkaU  €korge  Bryan,  Bsq*^  VieeiHfffidMt, 


RasoLTTTiONs  OF  CoiTaitESs,  17T8: 

In  Congress, 

September  26, 1778. 

Besolved, 

That  a  house  be  provided  at  the  city  or  pUce  where  Congresi  duJi 
ait,  wherein  shall  be  held  the  several  Offices  of  the  Treasury : 

That  there  be  the  foUowing  dAqMi  vis.  the  Gomptrollers'Sy  Aadi" 
tor's,  Treasurer's  and  two  Chambers  of  Aocoaots : 

That  each  Chamber  of  Accounts  consist  of  -diree  ComnuMioners 
and  two  Clerks,  to  be  appointed  by  Congress: 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  687.  ^ 

t  See  Arohivea,  Vol.  V.,  p.  626,  ftc.  This  officer  was  aeeidentsDy  drofB^ 
in  SohuylkUl,  Sept  16, 1777.    See  ShaUus,  Vol.  II.,  p.  20a.      * 


Zh»l'  iaihb  !Fx^Ni«iMir^s  oCde^lierB  be  a  Trtfamrer  amhu]^  upr 
pMDted.bj  QfiogveaB^  imd  ta#  Clfick  appobited  by  ihe  TrejMurer : 

Tbil}  in  iho  AwCtor^a  office  ibcro  be  a*  Aadkor  aoiniiaUy  alf>oiiktod 
hy  Gongnns  aAd  two  Cleikii  i^>pdiiiied  b|  iha  Aiiditdr  : 
V  Thai  in  Ibe  CoBiptDoibr^a  dfioe  jbhwe  be  a  Conptrojiler  anniiaUy 
•ppeiAted  hy  QoB^itm,  aad  ^o  Clef kB  appohited  b;  tb»  QeoiptiK^ler  6 

That  the  Auditor,  Treasurer  and  Oojoptrolles  9ha)l  uot  be-ep* 
potated  caleee.bjf  the  ioim  e£  aiae  states ;  aad  that  they  be  aeeoqnt- 
aUe  fer  Ae  dosdvet  of  thm  CUerks  re4>eeti?ely : 
,  That  lb«  Ai^kor  sbail  reeahe  all  aoeduata  brgctght  agaios^  tb^ 
IlBited  Stales  fer  money  feut^  eipetided*  or  advaiteed ;  gegds  sold  o|) 
piffciiaaed  f  sec^iDes  perforiaed  or  werk  done^  with  the  voueheraj^ 
wad  shall  xefer  tbein  to  one  of  the  ebauibexs  of.  acfQoaats ;  iodorslog 
Ihem  in  the  Baanner  joarked  A : 

That  ihe  fioonoisioBer  of  a  chaaaber  to  whom  an  aoeouut  ehall  be 
fefanadi  shaHdetirer  tJbe  aam  to  their  Clerks  to  be  p^eperly  atated  > 

Thai  the  Clork  shall  state  tiie  aoeeunte  preferred  by  thio  GoQPkmiat 
afepefs^  number  and  annnge  the  ? oneher^a^anane  4he  eaatfngSr  and 
make  Aeeeteiy  oapies.t 

Thai  tlMi  Qleifas  io  wfaena  an  aaepnnt  shall  be  deli^eredi  after  th^y 
hvm  eooapleated  the  itome,  rfiiUinilQKde  it  in  the  awmer  masked  B ; 
r  Thai  ikf&  cemmisBionem  i»  whom  an  aeoonaA  ia  referred  as  aforeaaid^ 
fkiU.carefeliy  examne  ihe  anihaatiei^  of  ibfi'veviohers  (rqjecti^g 
inA  astshall  nai  apnear  geod^)  eompare  ihem  with,  dbe  artiolea  ia 
vhidbi  Ihey^laie^  aaa  determine  whether  they  support  ihe  ohaifges  i 
Zhai  ihey  shall  rednee  snoh  avticlea  as  are  oTor  obarged,  and  rejeeft 
anoh  erase  improper  ( and  shall  indomo  the  aoconnis  in  the.manncae 
merited  C>  and  traasBiii  them^  widi  the  Toochera^  to  the  Auditor^ 
^ad  eaaae  anr  eniay  ia  he  mi^e  of  th^  balamse  passed  s 

Thai  the  Auditor  shall  reeeiTe.tbevottehers  and  aceonilis  froea 
tim  OoraimMenera  tb  whom  he  re&oed  tl^m,  and  eanse  tbem  to*  be 
^aoflrined  hy  his  Oietks.  fie  shidl  eompADS  the  several  artieks  with 
ihe  voaoheinB;  and  if  the  parties  eeacernad  shall  appeal  from  tli^ 
jndgBenirqf  the  Oommisioners,  he  .shall  call  before  him  .the  Oedirt 
aussMoem  and  liier  party,  and  hear  ihemy^aiftd  then  make  doiermi«ai| 
tion,  from  wheaed  no  appeal  shall  He,  unlesA  to  Congiass.  Thai 
after  a  eaiefhl  exasniimtien  of  the  aoeooni  aa  aCcwesaidi  be  ehall 
indorse  it  in  Ihe  manner  marked  I> ;  of  which  indomement  he  shittt 

Kd  a  daplinate  to  be  filed  in  ihe  same  ehamber  e^  aoeoont^^  ami 
U  tratnamii  the  acoon&ia  and  Touohers  io  ihe  OtimptroUer ; 
.  Thai  ihe  OenptraUer  shall  keep  the  Treasury  books  and  leal^  and 
shall  file  the  accounts  and  Touchers  on  which  thet  aeeounts  in  thQ 
said,  boc^  are  feonded^  hnd  shali  dnecb  the  maailav  of  stating  tud 
keeping  ihe  pnbBo  aoeonnt&  He  ahaU  drani  bills  ttttdmr  the  .saiA 
ndoiLiheXreeennr  feranehsnmsas  ahaU  beibie^  by.  ihe  UnkaA 
States  on  accounts  audited,  which  previous  to  the  payment  shaU  b^ 
tamtersigiied  ^  )^<  iha  Aoditbr ;  and  also  for  such  snms  as  .may 
6<an.time  io'lima;  ba.  eideied;  kj  Jb^isM^  #{>  OBnjpmj 
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wliiob,  previons  to  ihe  payment,  AM  be  conntawigped  bj  tk  Sm- 
retary  of  Congresi  in  the  form  marked  E :  That  when  monies  aie 
^e  to  the  United  States  on  aeoonata  audited,  he  shall  notify  the 
debtor,  (and  after  hearing  him,  if  he  ehall  deeire  to  be  heard,)  fix  a 
day  for  payment,  aeeording  to  the  eiroomstaneea  of  the  ease,  not 
ezoeeding  ninety  days,  of  whioh  he  shall  give  notloe  to  the  Anditor 
in  writing,  in  form  marked  F : 

That  it  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasnrer  to  reeeive  and  keep  the  meniei 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  issue  them  on  bills  drawn  by  the  Oonp* 
roller  as  aforesaid,  filing  dnplioates  thereof  with  the  Anditor  day  br 
day  as  he  shall  make  payment:  That  on  reoeipt  of  monies  hesbafi 
give  a  reoeipt  therefor,  and  transmit  the  same  to  the  Comptroller; 
and  that  he  shall  draw  oat  and  settle  his  aooonnts  quarterly,  giviog 
the  same  into  the  Auditor  for  examination  by  one  of  the  Ohambersof 
Aocounts,  to  be  from  tbenoe  transmitted  thnmgh  the  Auditor  to  the 
Comptroller,  who  shall  eompare  the  same  with  the  treasury  boob, 
asoertatn  the  balanee,  and  return  a  oopy  of  the  same  to  GengresB: 

That  the  Comptroller  shall  reoeive  from  the  Treasurer  all  reoeipto 
by  him  signed,  and  after  making  due  entry  thereof  by  ebargiog  the 
measurer  and  crediting  the  proper  aocounts,  he  shall  indone  the 
same  in  the  manner  marked  (i,  and  deliver  them  to  the  party  wlio 
made  payment  That  he  shall,  every  <|uarter  of  s  year,  cauas  a  list 
of  Uie  ballanoes  on  the  treasury-books,  to  be  made  out  by  his  Ci«k% 
and  lay  it  before  Congress.  That  where  any  persoD  hath  rseeivsd 
public  monies  which  remain  unaccounted  for,  or  diall  be  otherwM 
indebted  to  the  United  States,  or  have  an  unsettled  account  vitk 
them,  he  shall  issue  a  summons  in  the  form  marked  H,  in  wbidi  a 
reasonable  time  shall  be  given  for  the  appearance  of  the  perty  ae* 
cording  to  the  distance  of  his  place  of  residence  from  tht  tnaavj; 
•f  which  he  shall  notify  the  Auditor : 

That  in  case  a  party  summoned  to  account  shall  not  appear,  iff 
make  good  essoiga,  the  Auditor  on  proof  made  of  servioc  in  dos  timOf 
or  other  sufficient  notice,  shall  make  out  a  requisition  in  the  fora 
narked  I,  which  he  shall  send  to  the  Comptroller's  offioe,  when  the 
same  shall  be  sealed;  and  then  it  shall  be  sent  to  the  exeeotive 
authority  of  the  state  in  which  the  party  shall  reside  ; 

That  It  be  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  enact  laws  frrths 
iaking  of  sneh  persons,  and  also  to  seise  the  property  of  penons  wbo 
being  indebted  to  tiie  United  States  shall  ne^ct  or  refuse  to  ptj 
the  same.  Notice  whereof  shall  be  given  by  the  Auditor  to  the  exe< 
eutive  authority  of  the  respective  sUtes  in  the  form  marked  K,  nsia 
the  treasory  seal : 

That  the  several  effioen  of  the  treafury  do^  before  they  take  opon 
ihem  the  execution  of  their  offices  respeetivaly,  before  the  P»sideo< 
of  Congress,  for  the  time  beings  make  and  subaedbe  the  fellvtiDg 
oath;  via.  w 

''  I  A.  B.  in  the  tieaauiy  of  the  Vmii^ 

States  do  sdemalyaad  sinc^ly  swear,  piomvR  and  decbie  ia  v» 
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presence  of  Almighty  Ood,  that  I  will  diligently  and  faithfully,  ac- 
cording to  the^beat  of  my  akill  and  understanding  in  aQ  things  do  my 
duty  as  a  as  aforesaid;  without  fear^  fayouT;  afEisc- 

iion  or  partiality/' 

That  in  the  blanks  of  the  forms'^  above  written,  no  figures  be 
used  either  for  dates  or  sums,  but  that  the  same  be  distinctly  and 
plainly  set  in  words  at  length,  and  without  erazures  or  interlinations; 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHABLES  THOMSON,  Secretary. 


ChaiiOKKr  akd  Whitb  to  James  Youko,  1778. 

Philadelphia,  Septanber  25th,  1778. 

(Copy.) 

Sir, 

We  have^  rece'd  Orders  from  Head  Quarters  to  lay  in  at  New 
Windsor  s  Magwrine  of  Ten  ihousand  Bis,  flour.  It  is  of  jthe 
ntoaost  importance  to  the  support  of  our  Army  &  the  French  Fleet, 
that  this  Ordei^be  immediately  executed.  We  have  requested  of 
the  Quarter  Master  Oen'l  to  call  on  you  for  200  Waggons  for  this 
purpose.  Permit  us  to  suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of  their  being 
oalled  from  the  Counties  adjacent  to  Tork.  As  they  are  all  to  be 
loaded  by  Mr.  John  McCallister  at  York  Town,  to  whom  we  beg 
you  would  direct  your  Deputies  to  order  the  Waggon  Masters  to 
apply-  We  wish  not  to  urge  more  on  your  department  than  it  can 
comply  with ;  but  the  many  difficulties  that  will  occur  by  delay  in 
executing  this  order,  obliges  us  to  request  of  you  to  inform  us  how 
Boon  you  can  answer  our  drafts  for  the  necessary  Waggons  to  com* 
pleat  it,  &  what  number,  at  a  draft,  will  be  most  convenient. 

We  are,  with  respect^ 

your  humble  servants, 

CHALONER  &  WHITB,  A.  0.  of  P. 

To  James  Young,  Esqr.,  Waggon  Master  General,  State  Penn> 
aylvania. 

^ThesefMrmsareooutted— they  areinthe  printed  handbill  from  which 
this  is  taken, 
f  Bee  Colon.  Beo.,  Yol.  XI.,  p.  488. 
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John  Miychbll  to  Jambs  Toimo. 

Philadelphia,  25th  September,  1778. 
(Copy.) 

We  are  called  on  by  his  BzoeUeaey  k  abo  by  the  Commianfj 
Oen'l  for  Two  Handred  Waggone  Immediately,  to  transport  Flour 
from  York  Town  &  Carlisle  to  New  Windsor,  most,  thereforSi  re- 
anest  and  desirp  you  will  order  two  Hundred  good  Waggons  to  be 
famished  by  the  Western  ooantieSy  to  transport  the  floor,  &o.y  eraas 
the  Coantry,  as  it  is  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  have  this  requi- 
sition complied  with  without  delay ;  hope  you  will  exert  all  your 
influence  t  authority  to  procure  the  above  numb<»>— a  considerable 
number  will  also  be  wanted  to  forward  Provisions  from  Lancaster 
County  &  this  City  to  the  North  Biver,  at  least  four  Hundred. 

I  am  sir, 

your  most  humble  s^v*, 

J'N  MITCHELL)  D.  Q.  M.  Gl. 

To  James  TooBg>  Esqr.,  Wag"  Master  Gen'li  State  Posnir. 


Jambs  Youna  xo  Chalonse  akd  White. 

Philadelphia,  25th  September^  1778. 

(Copy.) 

OentlemeBi 

Agreeable  to  your  requisition  I  have  given  the  orders  for  200 
Waggons  for  your  Department  to  attend  your  orders  at  York  Town, 
as  you  will  see  by  the  inclosed  letters,  which  I  beg  you  to  seal  i 
forward  by  Express ;  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  say  how  soon  they 
can  be  there,  &  must  refer  you  to  my  orders  to  the  Oounty  Waggon 
Masters,  who,  I  hopCi  will  exert  themselves ;  if  your  Assistant  Mr. 
John  MCallistery  should  find  them  Dilitaryi  please  let  me  know  ft 
I  will  do  all  in  my  power  to  expedite  the  service. 

I  am,  with  respect, 

your  very  humble' sert% 

J,  Y. 

To  Messrs.  Chaloner  ft  White,  A.  C.  of  P. 
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Jambs  Youno  to  John  Hitchell. 

PhifaidelphiA,  26ih  September,  1778. 

(Copy.)) 
Sir; 

Agreeable  to  yoar  requiBition  of  yesterdsy,  I  have  giTen  tbe 
necessary  directions  to  sapply  the  Commissary  Gkn'la  Department 
with  two  hundred  Waggons,  but  yoa  farther  write  that  a  considera- 
ble  Dumber  will  also  be  wanted  to  forward  ProTisions  from  Lancaster 
Ootmty  &  this  city  to  the  North  River,  at  least  four  Hundred.  I 
therefore  wish  to  bo  informed  of  the  particular  number  wanted, 
when  &  where  they  are  to  assemble,  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  give 
timely  notice  &  orders  to  the  County  Waggon  Masters, 

lam  nr, 

your  most  humble  servant 

J.  y. 

To  John  Mitehell,  Esqr.,  D.  Q.  M.  G'l. 


Jambs  Touno  to  Wagon  Masters. 

Philadelphia,  25th  September,  1778, 

(Copy.) 

Sir, 

I  have  this  day  received  a  requisition  from  the  Quarter  Master 
Oen'la  Department  for  two  Hundred  Waggons,  Immediately  to 
transport  flour  from  York  Town  &  Carlisle  to  New  Windsor }  it  is 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  support  of  our  Army  &  the  French 
Fleet,  that  this  be  complied  with  without  the  least  Delay ;  I  am, 
therefore,  to  Request  &  desire  you  will  send  the  Quota  for  youc 
County,  as  underneath,  with  all  speed  to  York  Town ;  send  them 
there  by  Brigades  as  fast  as  you  possibly  can  collect  them,  &  direct 
the  Brigade  Waggon  Masters  to  apply  to  Mr.  John  MCallister,  at 
York  Town,  for 'roading.  As  you  have  not  lately  been  called  on 
for  any  Waggons,  &  this  being  a  very  urgent  business,  I  hope  von 
will  exert  yourself  to  the  utmost  of  your  power,  to  have  it  complied 
with— «very  possible  disj^btoh  mxud  be  used.  Take  notice  that,  by 
a  law  lately  passed  hy  pur  Assembly,  the  pay  for  a  Wa^n  &  four 
Hones  &  one  driver,  is  to  be  three  pounds  fifteen  shillings  ^  day, 
when  they  find  their  own  forage,  and  two  pounds  fifteen  shiUings  ^ 
day  when  found  by  the  pubHo.    If  tbe  owners  of  Wf^ons  and 
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teams  does  not  directly  tarn  oat  on  yoar  OrderSi  I  dasire  tbey  mtj 
be  forthwith  impreased  im  the  I«w  directs. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  Tcry  hnmble  s^V t, 

J.  T. 

Waggons  with  foar  good  horses  &  a  driver, 

VromYork  Town  Coanty, 70 

<<    Comberlaad    <<  ......       05 

''    Lancaster        <<  611 

200 

To  Mr.  Joseph  Jeffries,  9  miles  above  Yorktown. 
"  Mr.  Matthea  Gregg,  Carlisle. 
'^  James  Bayley,  Bsqr.,  Lancaster. 

Waggon  Master'a  Gen'I  for  said  Coanties. 

P.  S.  Please  to  write  to  me  by  the  retarn  of  the  Express,  ind 
inform  me  how  soon  yoa  will  have  this  demand  complyed  with. 


John  Mitchkll  to  Jambs  Younq,  1778. 

Oopy.r 

PhiUd-,  26*  Sept',  1778. 
Sir, 

Yoar  favor  of  this  day  I  have  doly  received,  and  have  sent  yow 
Letters  to  Lancaster,  York  &  Cariisle  by  express.  I  am  doobtfoli 
all  the  Teams  in  York  &  Carlisle  will  be  wanted  to  go  to  Pittsborp 
therefore  Lancaster  must  send  the  number  to  those  places.  ^^ 
Hundred  Teams  will  be  Immediately  wanted  to  convey  the  fto^" 
sions  from  Lancaster,  Lebanon  k  Riems  Town,  &  four  Hundredto 
convey  the  provisions  from  this  City  to  New  Winsdor.  It  **  •j^ 
lately  necessary  they  should  be  furnished  without  the  least  delayi 
as  the  consequences  may  be  of  the  worst  kind.  The  Fleet  &  Araj 
depend  on  it,  as  the  provisions  provided  for  the  Army  have  o^ 
sent  to  the  fleet. 

If  you  cannot  procure  the  Teams  Immediately  please  to  infonft 
OS,  that  other  Steps  may  be  taken. 

I  am  sir^ 

Yoar  most  humble  ServS 

JN*  MITCHKLL, 

D.  Q.  M.  ff. 

Directed^ 
Ja*  Yoang,  Esq.,  W.  M.  Gen*  state  Penn\ 
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Jambs  Young  to  Waggon  Mastsbs,  1778. 

Copy. 

Phflad*,  27«»  Sept',  1778; 

Appliofttioii  18  mftde  to  me  from  the  Quarter  Master  Gkn^  De- 
partment for  foar  hundred  Waggons  to  convey  the  provisions  from 
this  City  to  new  Windsor,  &  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  they 
shonld  be  furnished  without  the  least  delay  as  the  consequences  may 
be  of  the  worst  kind.  The  Fleet  &  Army  depend  on  it  as  the  pro- 
Tisions  for  the  Army  have  been  sent  to  the  Fleet  I  therefore  most 
emrkiestly  request  you  to  send  the  Quota  for  your  County^  as  under- 
neathy  to  this  City  as  fast  as  possiblci  for  that  purpose.  As  the 
Weather  &  Beads  are  now  good  I  hope  to  see  the  Waggons  all  here 
this  Week.  If  the  people  are  Delitary  I  desire  they  may  be  forth- 
with impressed  as  the  lAw  directs.  These  400  Wag**  are  exclusive 
^f  200  that  I  have  order'd  from  Lancaster  County  to  Convey  the 
TTOviflions  from  that  County  to  New  Windsor.  So  you  see  the 
j[>emand  is  large  from  all  the  Counties  &  the  buriness  very  impor- 
tant, therefore  pray  Exert  yourself  with  all  diligence. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 

.      ,  J.Y. 

Circular. 

Quota  of  Waggons  for  each  County, 

Philad*  County, 70 

BnckMf 70 

Chester 60 

Berks, 110 

Northampton, 90 

Wag",.,..... 400 

Directed, 

To  the  County  Wag*  Masters. 
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Saxlbb  Young  to  Jambs  Batley  1778. 

Copy. 

Philad*,  27«»  Sepi',  1778. 

Altbo'  I  wrote  yon  the  Day  before  Yesterday  to  send  65  WagiM. 
in^mediately  to  York  Town  to  load  fionr,  Yel  I  lutTe  another  De- 
inand  on  me  Yesterday  for  400  Wagna.  to  Convey  the  prpvisiona 
from  this  City  to  New  Windsor,  &  two  hundred  to  eonvey  the  Pro- 
visions from  Lancaster,  Lebanon  &  Beam's  Town  to  New  Windsor. 
It  is  absolutely  necessary  they  should  be  furnished  without  the  least 
delay,  as  the  Consequences  may  be  of  the  worst  kind.  The  Fleet 
&  Army  depends  on  it,  as  the* provisions  provided  for  the  Army  hava 
been  sent  to  the  Fleet.  I  therefore  most  earnestly  request  yoo  to 
furnish  200  Waggons  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  the  provisiooi 
firom  Lancaster,  Lebanon  &  Beam's  Town;  also  add  35  to  the 
number  order'd  the  25th  Inst^  for  York  TowBi  which  will  make  100, 
in  all  800  from  Your  County.  No  doubt  you  will  think  the  demaiid 
very  large,  but  the  business  is  very  important  &  requires  your  utmost 
Exertion.  If  the  people  are  delitary  I  desire  they  may  no  forthwitfi 
impressed  as  the  law  directs.  The  roads  &  Weather  are  now  goody 
&  I  hope  you  will  in  a  few  days  have  the  whole  Compleated. 

I  am 

Your  very  humble  Servt, 

J.  Y. 

Directed^ 
James  Bayley,  Esqr*^  W.  M.  G.  for  Lancaster  County. 


Phihid*,  27*  Septs  17T8. 

Waggons  Ordered  by  the  Waggon  M'  Oen^  for  immediate  Servioe 
in  Consequence  of  a  requisition  from  the  Quarter  Master  Genla. 
Bepartment. 

From  Lancaster  County  to  go  to  York  Town^,. ....,.,.,*.,.  100 

From            Do             To  convey  provisions  from  Lanoaster, 
Lebanon  &  Beams  Town, ^ 200 

To  Come  to  Philad- : 

Prom  Philad*  County,.>. 70 

Bnoks,... 70 

Chester, 60 

Berks, 110 

Northampton  County, • 90 

700 
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John  Van  Campbn,  &o.,  to  V.  P.  Geobob  B&tan,  1778. 

Lover  Smithfield^  Northampton  Gounty, 

Septem'  27%  1778. 
Sir, 

We  think  proper  to  give  yonr  Honour  Intfligenoe  of  the  present 
Circumstances  of  this  part'of  tho  State,  relative  to  the  fears  the  good 
Doople  of  these  Townships  labours  under  for  fear  of  the  Indians.  It 
IS  some  time  past  since  the  Melitia*  times  were  up  &  they  disoharg' ; 
we  for  some  time  after  were  in  hopes  that  others  would  be  sent  to 
take  their  place.  Above  us  in  Deleware  &  upper  Smithfield,  a  fine 
Contry  near  thirty  miles  in  length,  is  almost  Evacuated,  the  people 
mqved  over  to  new  Jersey  for  safety ;  &  in  this  Township  there  is 
only  a  Guard  left  at  Coml.  Stroud,  whoes  times  is  almost  expired  k 
will  soon  return  home,  &  unless  they  are  replaced  with  others  we 
shall  lay  ezpos'd  to  the  Ravages  of  the  savages.  There  is  a  Yerbel 
report  here  that  Men  is  sent  towards  their  Towns ;  as  for  the  cer- 
tainty we  do  not  know,  &  if  so  the  success  is  uncertain,  &  if  the 
attempt  should  prove  unsuooessfol  we  may  soon  expect  to  shore  the 
fate  of  the  later;  and  as  there  is  no  Men  to  soout  to  make  any  dis- 
covery, the  first  notice  we  may  expect  is  a  Stroke,  we  therefore 
Submit  our  ease  to  the  wisdom  of  your  Honour  &  the  board  of  War 
to  grant  us  snoh  assistance  as  you  in  your  wisdom  shall  think 
Proper. 

We  «ire  with  duo  respects 
your  humble  aarv^, 

JOHN  CHAMBERS,  Sub  L*, 
BENJAMIN  VAN  CAMPEN,  Sub  U, 
NICHOLAS  DEPUI, 
JACOB  STROUD,  Coml , 
JOHN  VAN  CAMPEN. 
Directed^ 

To  the  Honourable  Oeorge  Bryan,  Esqr. 
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BoABD  03'  Wah  ot  T.  Matlack,  1778.    ' 

War  office^  Sept'  29, 1778. 

Sir, 

Col.  Lanmoy  has  seen  the  plan  of  the  DelawarOi*  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Rittenhooaei  but  he  tells  him  he  cannot  part  with  it  unless  bj 
an  order  of  Coancil.  Ool.  Lanmoy  wishes  to  take  a  copy  of  it  so  fir 
as  may  be  nsefnl  for  executing  the  General's  orders  to  him.  The 
board  therefore  request  the  loan  of  it  a  day  or  two  for  that  purpose. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obed^  servant, 

hm.  pigkbring. 

.Directed. 
To  Timothy  Blatlaok,  Esq.,  Seeretary,  &c. 


Council  to  Majoe  Etrb,  1778. 

Sir, 

The  Council  direct  me  to  apply  to  you  for  an  account  of  the  ex- 
pence  of  repairing  and  replacing  the  mdgs  aoroas  S^nylkill,  at  the 
end  of  Market  Street,  f 

I  therefore  request  you  will  please  to  make  out  the  account  and 
send  it  to  me  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Tour  yery  humble  servant, 

T.  M. 
Philad-,  Sept'  29th,  1778. 
To  Major  Eyre. 

*  See  pAgs  758.  f  See  page  686. 


PINNSniVAHlA  ASOHXTIS  17T8.  TOB 

Jjco.  WAfSoiTt  .Jiu»  TO  Y.  P,  Bj^at,  1778. 

JfQMogliMp^  SettF  8(M*|  1778. 
Bin 

WbeieUi  the  GaUey  men  belongmg  to  the  Pennsylvania  BfM 
Fleet,  while  they  lay  at  Wateon^a  Greek,  in  y«  Stete  «f  N.  Jeraey, 
liaat  WinteTi  for  want  of  a  nn^elv  aajMify  €|f  Woqdi  were  under  the 
Neeaaritjef  Bnmiag  a  Oonaiderable  Qoantity  of  Fenoe  for  me ;  the 
Damage  Being  valaed  by  two  Freeholdera  of  the  Township  at  thirty 
one  pounds,  a  Oertifioate  of  whioh  is  in  possession  of  some  of  the 
Members  of  the  Late  Navy  Board,  and  Notwithstanding  I  made 
frequent  applieations  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Board,  while  in 
Trenton,  I  l^yf  not  been  able  tpget  ^y  Attie6otic|il.  Hafp  thought 
proper  to  make  this  application  to  your  Honour,  and  Beg  the  said 
DamiigQ  nuQF  be  pejd  to  Qfipt  Isaac  Boach,  who,  withthe  other 
officers  of  the  Fleet  will  inform  your  Honour  of  aU  the 
that  af9  Necessary. 

lani^ 

With  becoming  Begari^ 

Your  Honoars  most  obei^  &,' 
M09I  Hum«  SenrS 

JOHN  WATSON,  Jwa'. 
:  JIo|b^  Geecgs  Jbpjm,  ESsq-^  firandont  of  Oonncai  Piulada. 


J^ir  HuBLBt  to  %  Mavuok,  1T78. 

»  ♦  i 

Lancaster;  October  ;i8(^  1778.   .' 
Sir, 

Just  ibis  moment  I  have  received,  by  iW  Banda  .«f  Mr.  IBalBegFi 
firinter  in  iUiTMni,  yottm^of  Itke  19tk  tko.,  saspeoting  «he  Basi- 
MS8 at  Bedfoid,  wUeh  I  sufiiett  spaa  began  tbeSOtb  Sepfyaadil 
■ecms  by  yoaai  asif  tbniQil  had,b^fiire  youm,  urged  the  aame  b«ii« 
ness,  if  so,  I  never  received  tbaihp  Letter,  nor  have  Isaen  ;lh«ir  Com4 
mission  or  do  I  know  t)»e  p4iipQrt  of  it  farther  i^ian  .4hfk^  among 
others,  my  .naine  was  inserled  in  tjie  Oommission  for  nolding^a  Court 
of  Oj^X  h  TQrminer  at  B^ford.  Bfr.  McClean,  at  York,  wrote  to 
ne  Bome  Time  agbe,  informing  me  thereof,  and  also  that  (Jenc^nJ 
Armstrong  had  appointed  the  ^th  Septr  for  being  at  Bedford.  Bfll 
|ir«att|Maf  my  Mw«r  io  attend  'at  that  Kme,  aa  ?eiy  Fartiealar 
Business  will  require  my  attendance  at  Philad*  next  Week»  wWolal 
engaged  to  attend  before  I  Jkoew  of  the.  Commission.    Had  I  been 

Vol.  VL~83 
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infonned  before  the  Day  fixed,  poasiblj  I  should  have  made  it  mntei 
00  as  to  -be  able  io  hav«  giveo  iiljr'alteiidaQoey  IM  aaThion  hvn 
fallen  oat  it  waa  out  of  my  Power.  Howeyer,  I  hope  the  Genenl 
and  Ki^  MoClean  Hre  gonenp,  aa  in  my  answer  to  Mr.  MoCletal 
strongly  pressed  his  attendanoe,  and    informed  him  how  I  wil 

4.1  asi;  Sify 

T' tery  hlrie  Sefv^i 

■       ^  JOHN  HUBLBT. 


i     I 


John  Hambbi&ht  td  V.  P.  Bet  Air.  1T78. 

'  •       .♦•.'.•?  «■'  .  •        •  •  '  . ' 

'  •  '       Unoasler,  pcf  Ist,  1778. 

Hoii«  S!f,  * 

Inclosed  I  send  yon  a  Deposition  tahen  Biefoiis'  Justice  Thomts 
Hewet,  of  Northumberland,  respeo(iDg  a  Crue}  Murd«  which  iufl 
been  committed ;  it  is  suggested  to  me  that  Scoby  (as  for  three  or 
four  years  past  Claimed  a  TVaet  of  Land  in  the  Possession  k  Clum 
of  the  Family  Mardered^*-a^  |hfkt  )w  and  the  others  named  in  tiie 
Deposition^  Uvcilt  csr  near  I*ort  Allen,  in  Northampton.  It  is  modi 
desired  thit  they  be  appr^htoded|  that  Justice  may  be  done. 

I  alse  inok^.lo  your  Honor  a  List^el  Persciis  wim  bite  j<mted 
the  Enemy  and  are  gone  with  them,  their  Effects  are  Seized.  Oooa- 
cily  I  make  no  doubt,  will  do  what  is  necessary  respecting  them. 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  the  CdunciT  that  Col.  Hartly  set  off  froa 
Samuel  Wallis's,  in  Muncy,  with  three  hundred  and  odd  men  oa 
Sunday y  the.  20(k  n|timO|tm  orders  fo  make  «i  Miounion  on  tvo 
Indian  TownSy'lying  on  the  Nortti  Binncli  of  Suiiquehannay  when  it 
is  undmtppd  that  the  Snem v  iiave  frequently  rendevouaed.  The 
Expediuoh,  1  am  in  hdpes,  Will  succeed  to  our  expectation,  as  it  ip- 
pears  to  be  well  begun,  and  eyery  Provision  weU  made^  and  dee- 
piteba.wiih'«i^'Sgbm^^^  r        '1  '      -    - 

LahflMd  ha^  »«k  it  a  pMiit  to  4)d  with  ikiwieH  baft^ 
the  kng  Fatfddng  Jtemr^hMi  I  Mrre  just  parft^rimid^  aadakthi 
sasM  time  m  being  in  Hedth  hls^preteMed  bfc,  bu^iiope  tohsie 
the  Pleaatm  to-Ue  in  PhikuMffaid  fllmtly. 

'I  have  the.  Honor  to'  be  tAe  CouncHs  '    < 

'  '^  .'  r  '.        and  your  mb«t'^mble  Servant 

•    ■   ■  '.'  •  ;.    .;"„■■,    •;.,■:     ..' '  -.JOflif  HAMBfttOHT. 

-..  :TiMi  Hoventbb '. QMitlt»  Bm%  Tm  ftmintiat  f«i»v'"^ 

PkiMklphM.     •    .i  :   ■    ;  ^.    ■    •■ 


^    •        '         ti.  ,      .  .'.'ii*    '-  ;U    ■  ' 


*  See  page'  750. 
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D»06iTtoH  (»^  Am  BsttB,  1778; 

North«Go.|«. 

;  Pfersofaally  appetirdS  before  me^  tlie  subscriber,  one  of  the  J^istioea 
of  the  peace  for  the  Coanty  afis*,  Affj  Beeth,  and  after  being  dnlj 
■worn  as.  the  Law.  directSi  deposeth  and  saithi  that  on  a  certain 
lliursday  In  Angnst,  the  exact  date  she  does  not  remember,  a  certain 
Charles  Scbbey  came  to  her  House  about  7  o'clock  in  the  afternoon: 
and  asked  this  deponent  if  her  Husband  was  at  homCi  she  answer 
he  Was  not ;  s'  Scoby  asked  again  when  she  Ezpect'd  her  Husband 
Aome,  she  Answered  that  Night ;  said  Scoby  then  said,  Well  I  hope 
he  will  not  come  home  this  Night,  for  your  sake  and  your  children's, 
he  further  added,  it  is  a  Mercy  that  he  is  not  at  home;  then  this 
deponent  asked  him  his  reasons,  or  his  Meaning  for  such  Expres- 
sions, he  answered  that  he  dare  not  tell  by  any  Means,  or  if  he 
Would  he  would  be  scalped  of  tomahawked  like  any  Indian.  Imme- 
diatelv  a  certain  Daniel  Lee,  Oliver  Smith,  and  a  man  unknown  to 
this  deponent  come,  upon  which  they'  all  four  withdrew  some  dis- 
tance and  held  a  private  Conference  ror  about  an  Hour,  after  which 
they  returned,  and  Oliver  Smith  Comanded  this  deponent  to  Get^ 
Super  for  them,  after  which  the  sat  about  the  fire  and  kept  a  per- 
petual  Whispering,  which  she  did  not  understand  j  they  then  Lay 
down,  and  about  3  o'cloek  in  the  Morning  the  Oct  up  and  went 
away,  and  this  deponent  followed  out  and  asked  said  Scooy  privately 
his  reasons  for^  such  Conversation  Last  Night,  who  answered  her  as 
befoiQ }  *lao  tliat  s'  Scoby  told  her  that  if  she  Heard  any  Noise,  or 
Gub  shots,  not  to  be  afraid,  for  they  would  not  hurt  her;  and  further 
thi^  deponeni  saith  the  Wednesday  before  she  heard  three  shots, 
and  about  that  time  the  Widow  Ulty  and  her  three  sons  was  Killed 
in  the  most  Inhuman  manner,  and  this'  deponent  saith  she  htik  jtist 
reasons  to  suspect  said  Scoby  and  his  Companions  for  said  MortheTi 
and  the  Intention  of  her  Husbands  desth|  and  farther  saith  not. 

her 
AFFTM  BEETH. 
mark. 

Sworn  &  subscribed  before  me  this  7th  day  of  Sept.,  A.  Bom., 
1778. 

THO- HEWITT. 


1 , 
« -  < 
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John  TiAfJ^am  j^j>  0T9BW  !B(>^.  Y.  P.  BaTttr,  1778. 

Hay  it  please  your  Ezoellenoyi 

In  Pttnoanoe  of.jow  Seq^Mt,  PatedPhOada.  Sept^  17, 1778, 
We  Have  ioqnired  into  the  Faeta  set  fortli  ia  a  PeUtioa  signed  Sia 
Xoder  and  Bster  Baohmao^'*'  in  behalf  of  themselves  t&  others. 

And  Beg  leare  to  Beport  that  most  all  the  Personal  Estates  of 
ihe  Persons  named  in  the  Petition  vas  Takan  from  Them  in  conse* 
onenoe  of  an  Aot  of  Gteaeral  J^evMjf  Intituled  an  act  for  the 
xnrther  seeniitj  of  the  Government^  and  Likewise  their  Stores,  jet 
we  Learned  fren  the  Petitioners  themselvesi  that  thej  have  Grain 
enough  for  the  support  of  their  Families  for  one  year,  as  their  oropa 
of  the  Last  Harvest,  both  Grain  and  Hay,  was  wholly  Left  them  for 
their  own  nsOi  but  as  the  seiaure  was  made  Just  before  harvesti 
Probably  some  of  them  Might  have  been  in  some  want  for  a  few 
days ;  Likewise  we  find  that  Abraham  Geissinger's  wife  had  not  a 
Bed  left  her.  although  she  was  Near  her  Time  of  Delivery »  and  also 
one  of  the  most  Necessitous ;  And  that  Henry  Sell  was  Bobbed  of 
all  his  Gash  shortly  before  his  goods  were  <seixed»  and  is  likewise  at 
times  somewhat  Delictoue;  That  by  what  we  could  Learn  the  sum 
arisii^  from  the  sales  of  swd  JSstates  Amounts  only  to  about  Nioe 
Thousand  Pounds» 

We  arai  with  Great  Bespect, 

Your  ExoeUeoeyB 

Host  Humble  Sertftnis, 

JOHN  BALiSTON, 
PETEB  BH0AD8, 
F*LIX  LINN. 

Unper  Saconi  Oct.  Sd,  1778. 
JHreetedf 
Hjb  Enoellency  George  Bryan^  Viee  Pses't 


Col.  Dan%  Brodhiad  to  Yicb  P&ibbidbiit  Bbtav,  1778. 

Head  Quarters,  Fort  Holntosh,  Oot  14, 1778. 

Sir, 

The  bearer,  Oapt.  Stokely  of  my  Beg't,  has  reomited  a  considM- 
ble  number  of  Men,  for  which  he  has  not  been  paid  the  full  Bounty 
allowed  by  our  State.  The  Men  are  now  become  very  elamourousi 
and  I  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  sending  Oapt  Stokely  to  get 
the  Money  to  pay  &  satisfy  them. 

m 

*  See  page  747. 
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r  Ptrb^M  Oafitein  Sklkeiy  wU  bevodtr  ihe  tisigreiftl^Ie  ftoaeiBUf 
of  waiting  oo  the  Prosideol  &  OcNtnotl  to  eaaUe  him  to  do  JiMttioo 
io  the  Baoraiti,  ShiMild  that  bo  tko  omo  I  shalL  bo  oyv  obliged  to 
yoo  for  giving  bini  oaeh  orden  to  the  Goontj  lieutevoQi^  for.  that 
parpooB,  as.  you  may  think  neoeoaaryy  that  no  nnneooaMugr  dokv 
pay^pi^fmit  hia  qpeedj  retwn  to  hia  JDntjp  here.  I  hopo  jOH  viU 
PSankm  tho  liberty  I  have  takes  in  thna  addieaaing  joa^  k 

BriioTO  me  to  bo  yonr  nioet*obod^t  serv't^ 

DAJnKli  BRODHBAB, 

Col  of  the  P.  Beg^/ 

Ho»'Uo€Morgo  Bryan,  Eoq[^ 


Lt.  SAMtTBL  HtJNTBR  tO  ViCT  PBHSIDBHT  BbTAK,  1778. 

Port  AngnstAj  7tk  October,  1778. 

St. 

Iho  5tb  Ina't  OdL  Tbomao  Hardoy  rotnmod  ftom  an  Bxpedition 
ho  cavryod  on  againat  aqaio  of  the  amall  IndiMi  Tovna  on  tho  Notth 
Braoch  of  Soaqnohannn,  whofo  lia  was  informed  thwo  waa  a  partv 
of  Indiana  and  Toriea  aaaamblod,  bnt  they  being  oppraiaod  of  GoL 
Hardoy'a  maroh  by  a  party  of  Warioia  he  vet  eoniing  to  the  Weat 
Branchy  whtonie  oor  Peoplo  find  omKin  and  ahot  their  Oaptain  dead^ 
wpma  wUoh  tho  Indiana  fled  imoMuately  and  alarmed  the  Towns 
CoL  Hartly  waa  bomd  fori  ep  that  they  had  time  to  pnt  their 
funilya  and  chief  part  of  their  ISffaota  oat  of  the  waj.  before  be 
atrivod  there^  and  wbon  ho  oano  to  Tiaogo,  wbere  bo  took  aomo 
Toriea  Briaoneito,  tliey  inforaMd  him  thai  then  waa  i^  Town  oalied 
Shaaiiing  about  ten  or  twelTo  milea  from  there,  wiioBO  tharo  waa  a 
Body  of  Indiana^  Toriea  ft  Bemlaia  in  Oanrieoii,  aajpod  aa  aiz  or 
aenen  hundred ;  OoL  Hartley  amr  oonaolting  his  O&era  thought 
it  most  Bxpedient  to  retmrn  badi  without  attempting  Bhamung^ 
and  so  afte^  destroying  Tiaoga  ft  fifaeaikon  and  bringing  off  fifty  or 
rizty  Head  of  -Homed  CaUlo  and  aomo  Horses  they  got  th^ 
bosido  sevend  othev  mtioles  4mr  Beopio  btonght  witk  thorn  in 

LtUBDOOL 

In  the  mean  timo  tho  Indians  was  coUeoting  aparty  to  intoroqii 
Gol.  Hartly  on  bia  maroh  to  Wyomingi  which  tbey  accomplish^, 
and  fired  on  o«r  People  in  front  in  this  side  of  Wyaloosinff,  where 
the  Indians  bad  ifay4a/d  our  People  among  a  parsel  of  Rooks  aa 
they  were  marohins  through  a  piece  of  narrows  along  the  Btver 
•idotbotGol  SarU^y^  Ptopl#  returning  the  fire  briskly  made  the 
Enemy  give  way,  and  marched  but  j  littU  fKiys  fiudor,  wbon^  tboj 
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Were  ilred  dn  again  in  the  reur,  tad  after  a  Iniik  fiieiag  on  Boath 
eidefl  for  aQaie  lime  ^  finemy  rei#eated« 

It  moit  be  aeknewledged  <mr  People  beheamd  with  Oounge  and 
Ooadnet  ib  bnnging  off  their  wowided^  ail  their  Cattle  and  paek 
Hemes;  en^^oee  the  Snemy  foUewed-all  the  wajr-ta  Wyominc  and 
■oalped  foar  of  OoL  Jamea  Murray*!  men  alker  they  aniTed  tnera  ; 
as  for  a  mose  mioale  aeoonnt  of  ihia  Bxpeditioay  I  refer  ynn  to  OoL 
Hartle/B  own  Letters  to  the  Board  of  Waor  &  Exeoative  GonnoiL 
But  in  Af  whole  it  was  :well  ooi^daoted  ooosidering  the  number  of 
men  that  went  with  Gol.  Hartley,  not  above  two  hondred  and  fifty, 
which  shows  that  Offioers  and  men  beheaved  with  spirit  in  bringing 
with  them  five  Indian  soalpa  besides  several  more  of  the  £n^y 
kiird.  GoL  Hartley's  loss  was  seven  hiUed  and  eight  woonded 
including  those  that  was  killed  at  Wyoming. 

As  for  the  Inhabitants  of  this  County  they  seem  very  mneh 
afraid  at  present,  hearins  of  such  a  large  Body  of  the  Bnemy  being 
so  nigh  as  Shamung,  and  all  the  militia  that  was  here  from  Lan- 
caster County  &  Berks  gooe,  as  tbei^  times  was  Si:pired,  and  none 
here  but  part  of  GoL  Hartley's  Regiment,  sixty  men  of  Gol.  James 
Murray's  Company  of  six  month's  fnen,  and  about  one  hundred  of 
our  own  militia,  which  is  doing  duty  in  several  parts  of  this  Goantyi 
which  is  no  way  adiquit  to  the  security  of  the  same,  as  I  am  oertsin 
the  one  hislf  of  this  County  is  left  vaoant,  and  not  more  than  one 
ihird.  9i  the  Inhahitaats  that  lived  fbhnerl^  hace^  is  putlaiig  in  any 
fallerep^thisyear,  so  that  Distioss  k  Misery  must  ensne.  If  no 
Goatiaenlai  Troops  is  i»dered  up  here  this- fall,  nor  no  militia  from 
other  Countys  bofdeiing  of  »,  I  am  afraid  f  nnmhMr  of  theoe  thai 
has  brought  their  familys  back  wtU  leave  the  Oottnty  agdn. 

This  Company  of  Ool.  Jamea  Murray's  that  was  raised  for  six 
month's,  at  present  oensisting  of  sixt^  men,  haa  been  in  sertioa  now 
better  tha^i  three  months^  ara  has  not  received  any  of  their  pay 
during  that'  time,  ounnlains  veiiy  hard^  and  I  am  certain  they 
deserve  their  pay  as  well  as.auf  oUiev  Company  I  know  in  tte 
Gontinentsl  serviee.  Agreeable  to  theorders  I  reoeived  fromOoan* 
nil^  each  man  thatfeuad himself  in  a ^ood  fiifle  t  Aoeoutnnmnls 
Was  to  be  allowdd  HSghty  Dollars,  this  is  the  footing  this  Ootaipany 
is  rais'd  uppon,  saJ  Si  tittle  enongk,  for  they  wear  a  vast  quantity 
nf  Shoes  and  Shirts  as  they  are  constantly  onaoonting  fMrftya,  and 
is  jiiBt:npw  oomein  after  being  with  OoL  HaHley  on  t&is  last 
Bxpedition,  snd-heheaved  Well  which  he. can  assert^^^iere  is  likai> 
wise  a  number  of  the  militia  of  this  County  that  has  not  reo'd  ftj^ 
as  the  Faymsstar  hasaot  got  money  enougn  to  pay  them  off. 

I  am  B'r,  witfl  great  esteem, 

Zeuc mostobed't  htimhie Serv't, 

SAM'L  HUNTBb^  Ideu^t. 
JHreeUdf 

Honorable  Oeorge  Bryan,  BSsq',  Ykie  President  4f  die  Seqpiefiie 
Bxeotttivo  CMmeil,  Philadelphia.  >     '       .  . 
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P&BisiDnr  OF  CoHc^aiM  to  Y.  P.  Brtah,  1778. 

PUlAd*;  Ttk  0<stober;i7T8.  * 

"Honorable  Sir. 

• ,  .  '  ...   -  .1 

Within  the  present  CoTer  yonr  Honor  will  find- two Mliof  Ooii- 
•greMy  yhL 

L  OC  thv  2nd  Intteit  for  oeBiipiiiBg  ike  prosettl  embaigo  09 
Provision  nntii  the  last  day  of  January,  1779|  and  for  diyen  otbw 
pnrpoaee  therein  Mentioned. 

2.  An  Aet  of  ihe  5ih  Inst,  for  esehaogiag  with  OontiaeQial  Our- 
tieney  aooh  ioeal  Bills  of  OtedH  as  iMwe  beea  ^eeetved  in  the  loan 
effioe  of  each  State  re^Motively. 

I  am  with  very  great 

Cflteem  &  respect, 

Sir,  your  Honoris 

moatobidieatSer?%    . 

HENRT  LAURBNS, 

President  of  Congress. 

To  Hon^  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  Vice  President  of  Pannsylvamia... 


<J0SBPH  D^KALDSOHy  &C.^  TO  J08WH  McPhKBSOH  &  OXUBS, 

1778.     .  .    . 

Yorktown,  Oelober  7th,  1778. 
Gentlemen, 

We  eanoot  refrain  fronnaddreesing  yoii  on  an  ooeaslbn  of  great 
ooDseqoence  to  this  County. 

The  day  of  Eleetion  for  e&oosii^  jons  Representatives  in  Assembly 
is  near;  and  yt^  would  be  happy  in  joining  with  yon  in  sending 
members,  who  are  the  most  oapable  of  doing  us  service. 

The  poneequenoe  of  a  good  representation  is  obvious  to  every  onCp 
If  the  Laws  are  good  and  well  executed  the  people  are  happy.  If 
bad,  the  reverse  ts  plain,  we  shall  be  miserable. 

We  would  wish  you  woald  review  the  Transactions  of  the  Assem- 
bly in  their  late  sessions,  and  we  think  you  will  agree  with  ns/'tkat 
the  present  members  ought  to  be  changed. 

By  the  Constitution '  It  is  required  (Hat  every  member  should  be 
sworn  not  to  do,  or  consent  to  any  Act  or  thing  whatsoever,  that 
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Bball  hATa  a  tendenoy  to  leisen  or  aMdge  the  riglits  and  pri?ilagai 
of  thp  ^SbpU  a9  dMluroj  iQ  the  OcmMMwd  of  thur  Stela 

In  SectioD  the  6th  of  the  frame  of  Ooremment,  proTidea  that 

eT^>J7re0maii  of  the  fall  yp  of  twenty  one  yean  having  reaided  in 

this  S6tte  for  tne  spaoe  or  one  whole  year  next  before  the  day  of 

Eleotion.  and  paid  pnblio  Taxea  daring  tiiat  tunOi'ahiB  etjoy  ttee 

.v^t«  of  «i  fitedlidli. 

Thna  every  Freeman  of  fall  age*  who  hai  reaided  in  the  Stale  a 
year  belbm  the  lime  of  Yotii^Md  ptid  the  pnUb  tatea  haa  the 
figbt  of  y oliag. 

This  right  is  declared  by  the  GonatitiilioB  to  be  nwdterahh ;  yet 
by  a  hie  Aeli  tfatf  T  h»f»  attolMled  aa&raainthem  ky,iiotoaly 
to  Abridge  Mid  aileii  but  tettO^  to  tak<l  «way  thaa  rigfcdb  irom  ail 
persona  who  have  not  taken  the  Oath  of  AUagiaaM  botee  the  fint 
of  Jnne. 

Allowing  the  propriety  of  taking  firom  snch  persons  the  tight  of 
Voting,  yet  the  Assembly  werQ  resthiined  not  odIj  by  their  Oath, 
bat  by  the  Gonstitation,  whioh  ftiakes  ns  think,  that  this  law  is  not 
foanded  on  the  poblie  fgooi,  bat  asade  to  oonttnne  the  present  bmbi* 
bers  of  AssBmblj  in  poifer.. 

In  regard  of  titeir  prapality  it  will  be  neoeesaty  to  obeervep  The 
Chief  Jostioe  had  formerly  £400  ^  annum,  the  present  chief  Joslies 
has  £3000.  The  other  Jadges  need  to  have  eaoh  £200  ^  annnmf 
th^  ninr  h«f « iei60&. 

The  Attorney  General's  saKuy  was  formerly  £l5,  'tis  now  £2000 
besides  doabltng  his  fees  of  Offioe,  the  Seoretary  nsed  to  hare  £80 
salary,  the  present  Secretary  ha»  illOOO. 

These  are  some  Instaneea  of  what  the  Assembly  ha?e  done,  They 
haye  in  many  others  deviated  firom  the  Oonstitntion. 
.    .  We  ttre  reedlved  to  give  Mf  vdoe  mgaiiUt  sdeh  Meb,  aa  maturtfaj 
of  representing  oar  Ooanty.     . 

We  inclose  yon  a  list  of  some  Qentlemen  which  we  hope  will  merit 
yott  Ctvoiri  and  we  t^qtmi  you  may  think  what  we  have  done  is 
with  a  view  to  the  Pablio  good,  without  any  other  motiye» 

We  are  Gkntlemenj 

with  Sincerity  your 

attorad  Frienda  &  troll  wishef% 

JOSEPH  D0NALD8(»I, 
J.  HOUSTOX. 
OEO,  SICH£LBEitOE&, 
VBSJyK.  EIGHELBSROEBi 
in  Behalf  of  the  Meeti&t- 

Col  Bobert  M-Phersoii,  &  the  Inhabit'  of  that  Pisttl^i 
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Aot  9f  y.ifffinl#  M^pteliag  Cfothlag, 

125. 
MvnOf  J«kip,  and  B.  VkanUin,  laltit 

lieoipL  P«rifl,  ^U 
▲4^w  of  Gonfroff  lo  Tnfcabihinti, 

488. 

OAth  of,  483. 
4Ueii»  ^M»af|  gteUmisli  naipaotiiift 

407. 
;iUUiikkWB,  Arm  Aa^  •!»  61»  136,  ifS, 

AndoTer  Iron  Worki,  N.  J.,  178. 
Andrea  DortA»  Brig,  4m.,  dMlroyed  Vf 

|^lnrMlbt7»J8» 

Anonjmovi  Reninrkj  on  J.  Brftwn'i 
ExMBination*  86. 

^n(Mb  Ueni.  M.,  171). 

AJBUa,  WiUlam,  458. 

Armour,  Lient.,.451. 

Arms,  tc,,  to  bo  oollootad,  47,  51,  52, 
58,  88,  108,  244,  875,  895,  452,  458, 
483,  480,  482,  488,  488,  405,  504, 
505,  522, 547,  bi^  558, 582,  578, 839, 
654,  745.    Boo'd  from  Fmnoo,  108. 

Armstrvngi  CI«nL  JohUt  oonlpMnt  of 
vtfUtU,  100«    J«»tun  l»  Aod  llrom, 

.  aO,  48»  68,  80«  70,  85,  90.  100^  122, 
148,  140,  280,  238,  293, 4li,  489,  518, 
612, 613, 685, 657, 661»  669,  680, 715, 
717,  764,  Hit  iwiUioni  91,  168, 
Load  mino,  412.  Aoeonnl  of  opota- 
tionaalOboMntfiill,  Ao.,  70. 

Amj*  AflMrioim,  laoTOsiontf  of,  81, 

.  46, 70,  88,  "OO,  97,  100, 104, 108,  U4, 

160, 151,  152, 155,  166,189,  196,260, 

286, 241*  266, 166,  296,801,650, 869, 

.6174, 461,  471,  &5^  566, 686, 692, 666, 

678,  784^780»  766. 

Atwr*  ^Kkukp  aoveoMte  of,  S8,  Zlt 
82,  48,  70,  aO,  90,  97, 100, 101,  288, 
M8,  868^  865,.499«  866, 867,  899, 476^ 

.  6661668,668,464,628,678,706,764. 
ZZ$^  749»  Bavterttgr  oi;  476, 606.662, 

...603.  * 

Amdt,.J«]iB,  386. 

Arnold,  OonL  Benodtot,  ootBaanda  te 
Phllo.,  566.  PtOflUmilion  oa 


ttoB  of  PbiL,  666.  Lotion,  667, 764^ 
»08^  768. 

Arreit  of  Prothon.  of  Bodford  €o.,  12. 

Assembly  —  Laws  foeommondod  by 
Connoil  to,  685.  Beeolntloos,  64, 78^ 
84, 166, 698,  694,  788.  Ask  fbr  pa- 
pets,  272.  .AisamMy  and  Govnoil  to 
Congress,  104, 109,  111,  866.  Utters 
to,  124, 162,869,  618,  906.  jbaws  t4 
bo  pioeUimed,'  806.  Laws  roooas- 
mended  by  Conaell,  MB,  086. 

Aaee,Wm.,  218. 

Attorney  Oeneral  lo  bo  nsoM  libmlly 
.  provided  for,  686. 

Aaditor  GenL  U.  8.,  slate  of  fluaaees 
U.  8.,  691. 

AuausTAr Vort,  letters  Aon,  reapoetinf 
Indians,  57, 176,  191,  898»  476,  699, 
687,  652, 664, 670,  671, 578, 669,  BUf 
624,  681,  667,  71L 


Baehe,  Riebd^  aqppolnted  to  ivpoiln- 
tend  macaainee  of  6onr,  286. 

Batt,  by  whom  to  be  taken,  696. 

Bailey,  rnmeis,  and  Oapt.  Lang,  464. 

Bailey,  James,  766. 

Bald  Bagle  Oreekr-IndlMi  JBwden  on, 
615^662. 

Bar«y.  QnL  Jobn,  248. 

BatweU,  Mmw.  Mr.,  96, 144. 

Bayard,  CoL  Jobn,  61,  76. 

Beaton,  John,  494. 

Bedford  Co.^*«Iannliig  ooadiUoB  from 
Ibdtatts,  86.  Rrotbon.,  arreel  of,  12* 
Records,  12.  Alarms  of  Indians,  194» 
MiUfle,  226.  Boaofds,  Oowt,  Ao., 
288, 511.  Alarms  from  Indlaai  and 
Tories,  438;  468,  469,  466,  466,  476, 
6«6».6t4,  662.  Arms  fn,  666.  Bop. 
plies  for,  589.  Sneholdart  of,  677. 
Msonan,669.  Jwetioes,  677.  l>estf. 
lata  of  aims,  Ae;,6l6.  Voiy  triab 
•1^  766,  766,  .768. 

Berks  Co.  MUitia,  47,  119.  JasUeos, 
I6ttbr  from,  186,  722.  Wagons,  211 
Conts^S84.  Vo  attofaey  wba  prat* 
tiMf  In  Conrti,  246,  496.    Comide. 
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nbrioDOT  fw  pwwhiiiiiy  pfovisloBi* 
nr,U7.  Tories,  842,  844»S46,MS» 
Gofflm'r  of,  895,  680.  MUiCil^  418. 
Censu  of,  418.  Tax  aMomod,  680. 
JnsUeof  of,  intiiltod  by  Lt  CoL  Moj, 
788. 

B«rkenhMit,  Dr.,  MTOft  o^  748. 

Bethlehom — a  lupioiooi  box  dirMied ' 
to,  6r7.  Dopositton  retpoetiag,  7, 
Viovr  to  be  Mai  to,  177.  Gen.Oatei 
at,  197.  ^l^oopi  ordered  bj  Congreei 
to,  874i  Gaardf  at  to  be  diimlitedt 
541. 

Blddle>  OoL  COeBieAtv  Olotfaier  0«bL, 
78,  98,  10i»  18^  189,  187,  889, 881,  | 
MO,  788.  I 

Biddle»  Johnr848. 

BttlflW  Oiooked,  ifttpriee  aad  aetlon  aft, 

.  on  0eaL  Laeey,  470.    Barbarity  of 

.   Briftleb  MUien,  471,  500l  -B^peri- 

^  tloBf  rMpeetlfl&  500. 

BilUag^oilt  Lord  OomwaUli  gone  to, 
8a»  80.  Batteiy  to  be  ereeted  by 
CoL  Bnll,  748. 

Billa  of  Credit— at  Lon  Qflee,  184. 
BepreeiaiteB,  818.  iMaed,  878. 
Stmek  by  Britiih  oaUed  la,  59.  ia- 
qoliy  reepeetfaift  588,  548. 

Blaine,  Epbralm,  B.  C.  G.,  858. 

Blaakata,  ioaNity  oi;  98,  858» 

Blower,  Capt.  Jeeepb,  87J. 

Blue  Bell--flkirmi«h  at  betveen  Pot- 
tor's  and  ComwaUSt'f  men,  88.. 

Board  of  War,  (Contiaeatal),  85,  48, 
58,  08,  74,  79,  84,  80,  98,  118,  187, 
175,  185, 188, 19V  106>  205,  808, 814, 
810,  888, 308,  281,  889, 851, 800, 870, 
898, 408,  488, 444,  464, 488, 515^  588, 
529,  588,  540, 5a,  548, 658^  558,  570, 
581, 580,  593, 005, 008,  048, 044, 840, 
848,  049,  054,  065, 007,  008, 070, 084, 
088,  727,  745,  749,  758,  788.  BOio- 
lutloiii  vl,  74.  laqairiea  reepeotiBg 
proriaione,  Ae.,  185.  Order  o^  199. 
Letter  to  Congreie  from,  815.  Plaa 
for  inpporA  of  frentlefs,  688. 

Bond,  Phlneas,  055. 

BondOeld,  Jobn,  178,  880. 

BovOarot,  BUae,  88, 187, 102. 

BQyd,  Andrew,  856,  4U,  488,  682,  840, 

Boydi  OoL  J.,  598. 

Bvadfiird,OoLWak,  11,  24,27,  80»  204» 
888. 

Bradfbrd,  William  C,  461 

Brady  aon  of  Oapl,  modOlly  wouadod, 
088.    PaBtionUim,  088. 

Brandywlne.  Battk  of,  68,  814,  288. 

Bridget  over  MmyUdll,  88i^  788. 

Brigade  MiOony  >><*^  ftwniihed  with 
eommlfeUat,  248. 

Brigadier  Ooneiab  needed^  149^  161. 

Britieb,  tag  aad  eaeert  aft  LaseaiOsr, 
befeireem    and   oflleert,   288. 


yeMeltorwar,r08.  ffloatoffBMU 
lila&d,  788-788. 

Brodbead,  Col.  Baaiel,  48|,  492,  858^ 
000,  002,  087,  772. 

Brown,  John,  mittimai,  Ao.  for,  25, 88, 
46.  Anoaymou  remaika  en  Us  ex- 
amination, 88. 

Bryan,  George^  Y.  P.,  10,  106,  199, 
128, 144. 

Baebaaaa,  Arthor,  486, 487,  888. 

Baobaaaa,  Wm.,  84. 

Bueks  Coraty — Beoords  to  be  remoTod, 
88.  MUitIa,  90.  dothlag  feud, 
92, 107,  140,  188^  187.  Alarms  la, 
280.  Insolonoe  of  Tories  in,  29L 
Csptai^s  by  eaemy  la,281, 288,  88L 
Bxposnre  to  enemies,  596. 

Boll,  GoL  John,  188,  Itt.  159, 199, 748. 
To  ereet  batUiy  at  ftlUagsport,  748. 
Xaiohes  brigade  to  eaemy^  liae% 
188.    ComnUas  of  rsmoral,  199. 

Bui,  Bdward^  appehiled  piolhoaotmy, 
095. 

Bargoyne,  GeaL,  eondnet  ia  OoaiwB* 
tion,  GenL  Gates'  answer  respeetlafr 
108.  Baport  to  aad  taseiaaoa  of 
Congress,  on  breaeb  of  Coavealie^ 
UUIU,  170. 

Baniet,  ftlas,  deporitloa,  r. 

Batter,  CoL  Biehaid,  25^  888^  494, 428^ 


Butler,  CoL  Wm.,  529,  68T. 

Bakler,  Lk  CoL  Sebaloa,  at  Saabary. 

890. 
Byers,  Ci^  Joha,  286. 


Oadwaiad«r,<!oL  Lambeit,  966. 

Caldwell,  Cbaries,  demaad  of  bfas  fbr 
moaey  paid  ff»r  bis  appreheaslsa, 
502. 

Caldwell,  OommV  Sir  Jamei^  82. 

Oaanisten  for  Cartridges,  desoribed, 
898. 

Carlisle,  bat  one  lawyer  piaetisteg  aa- 
derCoBstiOatioa,  228.  HagistMss, 
288. '  Coart  held  tL%  288^  611, 98L 
Beplerias  issaed,  exeases,  eaae  of 
Wm.  Miatgomery,  a  tMlto>>  289.  • 

Gbrolbers,  U.  Joha,  488,488, 447, 487, 
487, 491,  539,  559, 809,  819,  799. 

Oirsoa,  Joseph,  aaooaai  Ibr  OoHb 
seised  ia  Books  oo.,  148.  < 

Cavalry,  reeomawadod  by  Committee 
of  Congress  in  letter  to  Free.  Whar- 
toa,  818.  Beaoiatloas  of  Ooagress 
to  respeotable  yoaag  moa  to  Jeia, 
838,  389.    Gen.  Laoey  oa,  891. 

Ohaloaer^  John,  889,  881. 

Ohakmer  A  White,  761,  782. 
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741. 
Cbsmben,  Col.»  men  «ppl«iid«d,  97. 
OliAiiibert,  J«hii,  Sub  Lt<,  504, 629. 
OhelMA  Forge  for  iron,  627. 
CliMnttt  Hil^  prieipiUte  retrMt  of  •&• 
-  ■  9mfj  100. 
Cheiter  oo.— Letters,  4,  98,  268,  781. 

Head  Qaarters  &i,  98,  101.    MUiti% 
404.     Arme  in,  400.    Coinm'r*  tazei^ 

CbeTMX  de  fHiOr  SO. 

Chew,  Bei^amin,  re^nesl  in  ferovr  of, 
OT,  Remof  al  of,  85.  Belease,  804> 
887,  378,  380,  389,  607,  623.  ^ 

Ohriitj,  Jwnee,  deposition  reepeoting 
eonnterfeits  fonnd  in  wngone,  283. 

Cirentin  of  ConneU,  05,  88,  179, 198» 
294,  452,  088,  060. 

Clarke,  Abrahm,  867,  389. 

Clarke,  John,  Jr.,  23. 

Olajrpoole,  James,  624. 

Clergj  to  be  ftimisfced  with  copies  of 
address  of  Congress  to  iahaUtaDts, 
489. 

Clinton,  Oen.,  (Brit.)  27,  32. 

Clothing,  9, 12,  22,  27,  83,  38,  42,  62, 
01,  76,  86,  87,  92,  107, 125,  134, 142, 
140,  179, 181,  186,  189, 198,  261,  253, 
276,  291,  348,  387,  404,  412,  419, 
420,  428,  669, 066,.  048,  600. 

Clorer  Seed,  John  Penn  sends  ft>r,  10. 

Ojmer,  Daniel,  105. 

Coats,  CoL  Wm.,  227.    Capture,  201, 

CoUeetors  of  clothing,  83. 
CoBiinltsary's  department,  complaints 

against,  135,  295,  425, 431. 
Commission  not  necessary  for  Brigade 

Major,  255.    For  prtrsyteers  granted, 
•    829.. 

Commissioners  for  Berks  oo.,  520. 
Commissioner*  of  Chester  eo.,  501. 
Commissioners  for  Lancaster  eo.,  531. 
•Commltsionara  of  Weslen  Department, 

386. 
Coamissleiiers  of  Clothing,  27, 179. 
Commissioners  for  seising  Bstafs,  IS, 

646,058. 
Commissioners   for  -collecting  prorl- 

sions,  278,  294,  829,  419,  431.    To 

desist  firom  purchases,  422. 
Committee  of  Congress,  316,  362,  389. 

Letters  on  Caralry,  317,  366,  367, 

884,077,758. 
Compass,  sign  o^  Lt.  Hammoiid  killed, 
.    268^275,891,820. 
Confederadon  of  States,  act  for,  19. 

Agf^d  to  by  PennsTtranla  Ommeil, 

456.    Contented  to  by  Virginia,  144« 

232. 
Ooombd,.Ref.  ThomAs,  Jr.,  027.   Pus 
.  lbs;  626.   > 


Congrtsi^  lett4rt-t«  tad  fitom,  4, 9,  If, 
80,  41, 115,  186i  152, 153, 158,  101>, 
162,  176,  207,  208,  210,  242,  249, 
284,  298,  316,  318,  827,  888,  840; 
841,  360,  351,  358,  804,  878,  394^ 
403,  448,  400,  485,  488,  493,  507, 
523,  624,  589,  592,  007,  018,  057, 
070,  071,  072,  708,  710,  712,  718, 
724,720,  729,  737,  742,  754,  771. 
Rcsolntions,  9,  50,  79,  82,  111,  145, 
160,  163,  177,  184,  215,  257,  273. 
286,  299,  300,  328,  841,  350,  304, 
805,  874,  875,  877,  882,  888,  899, 
422,  433,  442,  458,  461,   507,   508, 

.  567,  678,  585,  580,  602,  059,  07< 
702,  705,  732,  763,  758.  In  relation 
to  GenL  Borgoyne,  103.  In  rela- 
tion to  respectable  yonsg  men  form- 
ing troops  of  Cavalry,  328.  Remon- 
strance of  Oomcil  and  Assembly 
against  cantonmeni  of  wmy,  104, 
109,111,  338.  Memorial  firom  pri- 
soners at  Winebesler,  111.  Print- 
ing of  Journals,  191,  237.  At  least 
three  members  necessary  firom  eac\ 
State,  358.  Inattentive  to  support  of 
fVontienift  535.  Letters  ftrom  Lord 
Howe  and  Oen.  Clinton  under  consi- 
deration, 584.  Besolre  on  embargo, 
585.  Invite  Councils  to  reception  of 
Mons.  Gerard,  077.  Object  to  ex- 
penee  of  fortifications,  705. 

Conneetiont  settlen  soflbring  firoii  In- 
dians, 086. 

Continental  money,  opemticns  «f  Owen 
Jones,  jr.,  in,  58-56.  Counterfeits 
on  wagoners,  200,  206,  215,  233.  On 
a  coaohmaker,  359. 

Continental  troops  and  mttltla  don't 
agree,  291. 

€ofnwalfis,*Lord,  gone  to  Bflllngsport^ 
going  to  Red  Bank,  28,  30,  43. 

Ooshioimi  destroyed  by  Indians,  051. > 

Council  letters,  [see  Sup.  Bzec  C.,] 
Resolutions,  04.  Circulars,  05,  88, 
179,  193,  240,  294.  ObmplainI  to 
Congrsss,  279. 

Council  of  iafety,  letUrs,  8,  4.  Ordi- 
nances of  the,  coasidei^  ceoftsmed 
or  repealed  by  the  Assembly,  73. 
Dissoiutioii  of,  64.  Order  of,  92. 
and  Assembly,  to  Ccngrtss^  883. 

Council  of  War,  on  the  fleet,  20. 

Counterfeit  Continental  Bille  found  on 
wagoners,  Ac,  200,  200y  215,  883, 
555. 

Ceutts,  228,  234, 245, 294, 001,  085. 

Court  of  Admiralty  neeessaryr  d86. 

Court  martial  proebedings,  881,  00l( 
704. 

Ob^ell.  Rbewter,  51. 

Cos,  John,  letter,  10,  29. 

Craig,  Robert,  41.        <.  . 
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INffiBX. 


jCWf,.  (M*  ni#«A%  411. 

fStivp^  VlUUm,  l^h  I'^K  S0i,  206, 

MbertaoD^  OoL  B^bert,  448. 
UambArUnd  Munif,  Tory  ]bt.  itlMd, 

04.     MiUtU»  100,    870,    488,  808. 

Honw  iU^TM  in,  38L    TM*fl»  880. 


JDUA,  VnmeSf,  828, 884. 

AhUhjp  ikimlih  Mtr  vHh  G«bU  Pbt- 

tei<i  M6q,  141. 
)>a»i4io»,  Mr.  Jm.,  iutraotf  o«i^  Ac^ 

lo,  18,  leo,  181, 180. 
D*vlt,  John,  882. 

Dftviion,  BMgk,  r«iifiitM  14.,  804. 
]>•  Hms,  Oaa.  J.  P.,  844,  848, 840,  874. 

ProMiea  to  xmUe  ToltiotMn,  848. 

DifiosUf  »»q»0tting  oti>fnm4,  884» 

470»  780. 
Dt  IUtcii,  HQgk,  68. 
P«  HAVan,  P«(er,  82, 488, 478,  882. 
|)«Uwwro  iUTar,  ii»val  «»4  aiUtory 
'    ftpcntiou  OB,  11«  10,  20,  21,  28,  84, 

27, 28,  44, 47»  60^  110,  121, 180,  188, 
.   204.  Fort  MUBitt,  11,  10,  24»  27,  248. 

BriUah  TOiioU  in,  11«  27.  Rod  fioak, 

11,28,80,248.    BiUingtpoffl,  28,  27. 

Lord  OormraUlf,  28,  81.  0eiil.  Cttn- 

ton  with  feTDopi  MxiToa^  27.    Voaooli 
.  bwaod  for  aafetj,  28,  80.    PropoMil 

td  Mdt  fish  from,  for  tho  wormy,  880. 

Sankoii  twoI  of  ononijr  >o  bo  raiaod, 

$k2.    firkish  Toiaeliin,  706.  Co«ii. 

oil  of  War,  OhoTMix  da  Friao,  20. 

Fort  Maroer,  Bad  Bank,  21.    Fortl- 

lyi&g,  710.    lUp  of;  788,  788. 
Dalagataa  in  Congrosa,  lattara,  4>  116, 

IH,  207,  281,  28%  270,  208^  880r 

880,468,688,877. 
DapaaitioM  and   BTainfaatiam,  fiUaa 

Sona^  7.  John  Bwaanj,  68.  Jnoob 
.   BiOar,  87.  Frad.  Babanw,  87.    PHa- 

0MMinVirgl»in,7^  .  Margarat  La- 

darman,  117.     Daotal   Bhiallj,  i06. 

B«nual  flUtowart,  217.    Haniy  Man- 

ain,221.  Joaaph  Boda,  224.  Wandla 

JiOTor,  228.    Jamaa  ChiiaU,    288. 

Wm.  Harpar,  441  Col.  F.  Watia  and 

S.  Haniy,  M^.  TboBiaa  OnM>en,  601. 

Wm.  Stai^nar,  60L     Bamaol  Brvia, 

SM,     B.  Walton,  842.    |L  Waatoa, 
.  U.  Warwiak,  and  J.  Vomm^  642. 

Oarrat  and   John  Vanianl,  608-7. 

Ainiilbald  HainUlD%  tn.      AUg 

Baatk,  77L 
Saaarlaif,  4U,  782. 
boahlar,  OoL,  804. 
D'Bataing,  Connt,  871 ;  MdkH  %a^  in 

Bboda  laUad,  784-7881 
Datroil^  Qor.  of,  anoonnfaa  Indiana 


and  Saito%  A9/^ 

an  azpodition  agatnit,  ^20. 

ATOuteong^  Tiava  an,  887. 
Dieklnaon^  Mr^  bonaa  bomi  bjr  Bci* 

tiah,  31. 
DUwortbVi  SpalUng  book  or  Gand^, 

irrittan  for,  bj  a  mambar  of  Ooa- 

graai^200L 
Pinga7,Charlai^162» 
DoM|daon»  Jonepb,  4a,  778. 
Downingtown,  flour  to  bo  aani  to^  X7f« 
Dryalow,  Dnrid,  888. 
0«ano.  J«ma%  102. 
I>nah4,  BoT.  Janob,  lattar  to  WaaUnf- 

toa  rafairad  ta,  8. 
Pnar,  John,  lattar  to  F.  li.  Laa,  277,  2M» 
Donlap,  Jamaa,  810. 
l^aUi),  John,  Congraaa  nagotlntavitt 

for  oontinoing  pnhHoallnn  of  Jo«r- 

nala,  lOU    . 


Saaton,  nngnardod  condition  ot  107. 
Soldiara  <ttatraaaad  for  alalbing,  197. 
floapibala,  108.  Anad  mik  n  tm^ 
denrona,  802.  Torlaab  842.  Dafanao- 
iau  aiata  of,  848.  Sroopa  ordoradby 
Congraaa  ta,  374.  If  o  honaaa  to  bo 
had  in,  882, 881.  Gnatda  to  ha  dia- 
ini^ad,64L 

BajToa,  Col.  ?  81. 

Bdvarda,  Thamaa,  440L 

Bgg  Harbor,  a  priio  brig  thar%  338L 

Blder,  Joahun,  816,  818»  d40. 

Bmbargo  ordorad  bgr  Congraaa,  688^ 
708,  700.  Balasatlon  alT  783,  788^ 
787. ' 

Baaorl  Britlah  and  flag,  21f  . 

BaUtaa  of  Torioa  to  bo  aoliad,  18.  Bald 
04. 

Bttwain,  John,  If  oraHaao,  761. 

Rvana,  Bdwaid,  64^ 

Bvwaa,  Got  ZhonMi^  baa  a  loqr  paiaft* 
nar,  700. 

BTam,  Wm.,  MipaeftiBg  Sotiaa,  7SL 

Hiring,  eanW  288. 

Bxampta  from  militia  datj,  488. 

Bf fOb  ^01^  788. 


Faloonar,  Kathaniel,  anpaiintaadaaO  af 

floor  mavaaina,  286, 240. 
Faat  daj  raoommandad  bJ  Ooiigiaa% 

841. 
Fajatta^  ICarqnla  da  La,  aaid  te  ba  no- 
^  minatod  imbaaaadar  to  U.  8^  848^ 

668,  888. 
Fargnaon,  Xra.  BUaabath,  opinlam  af 

b/  Ganl.  Bobardaao,  18U 
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aai  pelitfMi  rtfptetfaf  fcir  MNkto 

mod  hMbftii4, 817. 
ViBvocM  of  U.  8.,  501. 
Pish  ftwa  -th«  Mawan,  proitofftl  to 

Mdt  for  tb«  anay,  860. 
yiifaer,  Heoc7,  TtM^  in  DilMrare^ 

70A. 

802. 

Xkg  0f  tnioe,  Biiliih,  S17,  fOS,  188^ 
871. 

9Ioiir,  Urg9  qwuttilgr  ardaMd  hy  Caa* 
gran  to  bo  pnrahoood.  177,  884,  978, 
181,848.  NagoslBo  ibt  provifioao  to 
bo  Mtablidiod,  178;  883,  877.  Bo- 
aolro  of  Congrasa,  877.    Ponons  ap- 

.  Dointod  to  lay  ap,  884,  340, 241,  872. 
Inttniotions,  Ac,  808-314^  Lotion 
of  Board  of  War  to  Oo^gfooi,  818L 

*  C.  and  A.,  888.  Dookt  froB  porohaoo 
of,*r422, 481,  440,  875. 

Flowors,  Col.  B.,  70, 188,  450, 488. 
Ptoniflo,  418,  738,748,  752. 
Porroot,  M i^or,  887. 
Pont,  Bavid,  808. 
PoHHand,  878. 

?ort  Mor^or,  81,88. 
ort  Mifflin,  boavy  oannonadiag  $k,  11, 
18.  Lofi  of,  10,  23,  24,  27,  47. 
Port  at  Pittsburg,  plao  to  dostroj,  507. 
ProTiflions  for,  633.  Rofpooting,  670. 
Praaoo,  arrival  of  jailitary  storof  ftom, 
for  tbo  arm  J,  108.  Aid  from,  178, 
830.      Troaty  with,  480,  470,  408, 

•  506, 531.    Ploot  and  ambaaiador  ar» 
.   Tiro,  688,  880.    Blookado,  N.  York, 

688. 
Pranklia,  B.»  and  Jobn  Adami,  lottor, 

531.    Vreatj  with  Praaoo^  486;  Hia 

opiaion  of  Amoriooat,  681. 
PcaakstowB,  load  miao  aoar,  308. 
Proaeh  Crook  powdor  worko,  540. 
Proatien^  alarmi,  motdon,  Ao.,  from 

lB4)iaai  and  Torioi,  486,  488,  447, 

458,  460,  467,  460,  538,  590.    Plan 

Ibr  fapport'o^  526. 
Purmaa,  M ooro,  480. 


Galbraith,  Lt  Bartrom,  642,  648. 
Oalbraith,  CoL  RobOrt,  238,  511,  550. 
Oalbraith,  Tbomai,  633. 
Ualliof  at kod  for  by  Goa.  WaihSBftoii, 

854.    If  ombon  of  Oongroos  on,  850. 

Difmantlod,  421,  440. 
CbUoway,  Joseph,  847. 
dalloway,  Mn.  Jooopb,  roipootlng  hor 

property,  605.    The  law,  675. 
Qarland,    CapL  Qoorge,  oomnaado  a 

OaUty,  737. 


Qatoi,  QonL  Hortiio^  Mtowtn  rtiptet- 

iag  Baifoyno,  188. 
Gerard,  Mons.,  Proaeh  aubanador  ar« 

rirea,  638,  671.    AppUeo  for  WiiUaia 

Strakor,  671.    Hia  toeoption  by  Ooa* 

great,  677. 
Germaatowa,  GenL  Armotroajg'i  lottor 

oa  military  moromoali   near,    70. 

Goa.l«iriB  voaadod,  71.    Boeapo  of 

Goa.  Reed,  71.    Btookiag  weaTott 

aad  ^aaon  at  voiik  a^  129« 
Gibhoa,  Wm.,  530. 
Gibbe,  Blajor,  Joaiaal  ia  B'd  Iilaad, 

734. 
Gibioii,  OoU  fioon^  810,  334»  558. 
Glorer,  Goa.,  31. 

Gordoa,  John,  «43,  844,  UB,  465,  584. 
Gordon,  Lawio,  46fi^  534i. 
Goarla,  John,  449L 
Graff,  Matthiar,  54. 
Gray,  Wm.,  aad  Joha  IdtftlQ,  877. 
Groat  Britain,  Kiag^o  opoooh  to  Pariia* 

moat,  14.    BargoynM  ooaTOBlAoii  to 

bo  ooaflnaod  bjf ,  166, 176. 
Graoao,  GonL  S(athaaiol,485,444»d88, 

530. 
Greor,  Jooeph,  806. 
Gronow,  Lowlr,  488. 
Grabb^  €oL  Curtir,  174. 


Habontlok,  M lobaol,  889. 

Hagner,  Lt.  Predoriek,  488. 

Halo,  Thomai.  aad  N.  Woarar,  838. 

Hambofger,  Joha,   powdor  wocki  on 

Preaoh  oreok,  540k 
Hambright,  Capt.  John,  87,  583,  570, 

636;  aeeonntof  aauwdoaaad  akit« 

mieb,  770. 
Hamilton,  James,  873,  883,  433,  456, 

468.  Certifloate  of  Dr.  Shippen,  375. 

Pass  for,  460,  06.    IKsohargo  of, 

435,  456,  499,  468. 
Hamiaond,  LV,  kttlod  aA  tba  Camp8w» 

356,  875,  301,  836. 
Haad,  Port,  673. 
Haad,  Goa.  Bdward,  seai  agakast  la- 

diaas  oa  froatfora,  18.     Booalled 
^fromPitfabQrg,60.   CobUnpoboo  with 

ladiaas,  601. 
Haidio,  Boberl,  potltioii  of,  950. 
Harper,  Wm.,  dopooittoa,  4AI. 
Hania,  David,  89. 
Hanria,  Joha,  811,  874. 
Hart,  Wia.,  806,  431.  534. 
Haitloy,  Cot,  351,  407,  668,  074,  680, 

683,  687,  680,  688,  601,  603,  785, 

730, 770,  773. 
Hasolwood,  Comm'r  Joha,  47, 131, 133, 

187,  181,  984,  346,  598,  734»  749. 
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CsttDOB  i»  W  waak,  MT.'   Vtote  ya* 
ffpecting  etmeiuUtoii  of  Fort  JiUBiii« 

Huen,  OoL,  ftt  Braadywfaio,  68. 
Aoory,  LL  Wm.,  makes  Urge  imrebA- 

lee  of  whisk«7  at  high  prioeo,  996, 
■   20S.    Letteri,  158,  646. 
Besfliam  at  Middletown,  649. 
BiUegai,  Miehael,  6M^  648^  686. 
Hoge,  Joaathaa*  810.  .    . 
HolUdajy  Mr<.y  aetiTe  on  finmtierfy  116. 
HoUingeirorthy  Heniy,  fopofi&tiiidoiil 
,  of  floor  magasiao,  286. 
Hooper,    Robert    Lettis,  76,  78,  187, 

197,  199,  218,  240,  942,  287,  284, 

288,  344. 
Hooper;  Boht  LotfU,  Jr.,  apipoiatodto 

porohase  floor,  &o.9'286,  241. 
Hones,  porehaae  ti,   818,  898^  492, 

415,  427,  429,  448,  448,  444,  448, 

454,  625,  6S8,  688, 828. 
Porefaaio  roeonimeBded    by  Com.  «f 

CoagroM,  818. 
Horse  thleree,  British,  from  Philad^a, 

depooltloas  fespeotiiig»  ^1^28,  881^ 

891,898,432,582. 
Hooston,  C^t,  of  stal*  nivry,  421. 
Howe,  Oen.  Sir  Wm.,  3$,  48,  88,  129. 

In  Chester  ooonty,  129.    PrMoeetf 

ezohange  of  prisoners,  299.    Letter 

fi*om,  to  Congress,  586. 
Hiihley,  John,  750.  Can't  attend  ooort 

at  Bedford,  789. . 
Hobley,'  Joseph,  146. 
Hnmphrejw,  Whitehead,  eontraet  to  bo 

made  with,  for  eteel,  178.  '  . 
Hontsr,  LI  Samoel,  67, 176,  191, 892, 

478,  499^  687,  552,  883,  684,  678, 

671,  578,  599,   616,  624,  681,  687, 

668,  711, 773. 
Hantiagdon,  Oen.,  89. 


ladiaBf,  *  im  Weston  flrontlen,  18. 
Alarms  flrom,  in.  Bedford  eovnty,  89. 
194.  Morders,  89.  Westmorelaad 
oo.,  4(e.,69,  176,  191,  194.  John 
Harris's  opinion  of^  211 ;  and  Tories 
on  ftoniieirs,  436^  447,  467,  489, 468^ 
485,  487,  530,  538,  660,  862,  688, 
689,  674,  682,  f88,  690,  691,  892, 
787.  Oaptain  Aleaander  MoKee, 
and  others  Join,  446.  Marders  by 
485,  487,  491,  496,  499^  615,  616, 
624,  552,  669,  664,  670,  671,  678, 
677,  689,  608,  810,  811,  647,  666, 

.•  681,  873,  688,  721.  Commissioners 
to  hold  treaty  at  Pittsburg  with,  678. 

'  Delbnoe  against  the,  586.  Ckneral 
Hand'^o  eonferenee  with,  601.     Qen. 


Amstrong  on  wvlhn  wltk,  61C  II 
Wyoming,  626,  629,  681,  632,  684, 
647,  648,  660,  662.  669,  786.  6eae. 
ral  pane,  634,  686,  689,  642,  868L 
Befensire  airaagamonts,  646,  646* 

.  Coehielon  destroyed  bj,  661.  Kit 
Capt  Miller.  67l  Son  of  Oaplaia 
Btady  mnftaUy  wonnded,  668,  688L 
Messages  to  Col.  0eo.  Morgan,  687, 
662^.714.  JTreaty  afe  lost  Pitt,  TIT. 
Col.  Haraey  attaeks,  770,  772. 

Instmetiont  to-  Jas.  DawidMn^  16^  181 
To  millen,  803-<306.  To  anperistsa. 

<  daats  fbrpmohaoo  of  ptoriaioBj^  888^ 
a07»  811-814.  To  F.  Baily  mmI  Oapt. 
Laiag,  rsspeedhg  provisioMi  in  Vir> 
ginia,404.  To6hMifl;62I.  SoLL 
Btoy,  717. 

IbTalid  Rstgimettt,  design  of,  411. 

Iron,  w«rks  at  AndOTor,  N.  J.,  it  for 
steel,  178.    Ghdsoa  forgo,  627. 

Irrine,  Cot  WiUSam,  726. 

Irwin,  Qen.,  woonded  near  Qomaa- 
town,  and  death,  70,  86,  89,  96,  98^ 
128.  Negleoted  by  mililia  when  he 
fell,  100. 

Irwin,  Matthew,  fliliag  a  prlrmteeiv 

.  166|7I8. 


4. 


JoflKes,  Josph,  349. 

Johnston,  OoL  Franois,  appointed  to 

reoeiTe  and  distribota  doUiiag,  181. 

Disabled  by  ill  health,  260.    Qrder% 

732*. 
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.  President  Wharton  dies  and.  is  hnried 
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Comm'rs. of  Chester  Co.,  661.  Cora, 
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210.  211,  248,  249,  284,  298,  316, 
318,  3?7,  340,  3&0,  361,  364,  394, 
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400.    MoKeah,  TVomas,    260,  505, 
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llf^amd  o0Bri  litNipt  ftp  Philft.,  184. 

Provisions  ftr  0b«sM6akey  442,  and 

laen  tttm  gallies,  442. 
Massaobnsttti  sends  letterfftoiB  ftank* 

U*  8ild  A4iM8;  881. 
Matlaek,  Timothy,  letters,  6, 10,4(6,  78, 

83, 106.    Inaolted  by  gonitis  at  Laii- 

easter,  201. 
Il4l«he»v  Ool.  IsaMS  876,  698. 
Mease,  James,  22,  426,  4!M. 
Memorial  to  Congress  from  Prisoners, 

at  Winchester,  >11.    Of  recniiting 

oflloers  to  Coancil,  280.    Of  ConncU 

and  Assembly  to  CMigTMl,  383; 
Menebisl*  oottpUdn  of  oath,  672. 
Mercer,  Fort»  21.    Evacuated,  21,  28. 
Meyer,  Wendle,  Examination,  226. 
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UiddUiowBt  Onardi  at,  049. 

litffliBf  Forty  heftvy  eannoaidlng  at,  11. 

Lou  of  19,  23,   24-      CoDplaintf 

againit  fleet,  24.  Commodore  fiaiel* 

wood's  aeeoant,  47»60. 
Hiffliii,  Jona^,  appointed  raperiatead- 

ant  of  floor  magasinee,  286, 240,  289. 
MUitia,  84>  67,  69,  86,  88,  89,   109, 

119, 149,  166, 167,  166, 189  172,  174, 

178,  180, 198,  200,229,241,  244.  28$, 

276,  277, 288,  298,  801, 302, 860, 881, 

889,  870,  874,  379, 389,  891, 892, 898, 

413,  418, 428, 446,  462, 484, 472,  478, 

481,  490,  494, 640,  668,674^,  682,  688, 

694,  819,  844,  849,  864, 887,  887,  891, 

700,  711,  727,  746,  768. 
liUitia,    Gomplaiati   asainit,   86,  89. 

liaw,  Qen.  Wajae's  viewi  of,  88.  Ne- 

gleot  of,  IB  eaee  of  Gen.  Irwine,  100. 

Boldien  to  be  free  from  Boptorea  4o., 

248.  ^^ 

Military  Sebool,  411. 
Miller,  Captain,  8th  Penn.  Regiment, 

kUled  by  Indians  with  7  others,  878. 
Millers,  Instrnctions  to,  308. 
Mitchell,  John,  782,  783,  784. 
Mittimos  for  John  Brown,  26;  forie* 

reral  persons,  80. 
Money  searoity,  81,  884,  891. 
Montgomery,  Mrs.  Dorea^  pass  for  io 

Europe,  84. 
Montgomery,  William,  histoiy  of,  82, 

trial,  239. 
Moravians  ask  fbr  relaxifig   of   tb« 

Test,  641,  661. 
Morgan,  CoL  George,  honorable  ae- 

qnittal,   388,    687,   862.     MMsage 

from  Indian^,  862,  714. 
Morgan,  Col.  Jacob,  14»  47,  119,  288, 

419,441,622,706. 
Morgan,  Lt  Jacob,  Jr.,  47^  119,  128, 

382,  899,  643,  68^,  676,  838.    Ap. 

pointed  Qnarter  Master,  resigns  as 

Connoil,  899. 
JMEorgan,  Lt  B.  C,  682,  830. 
Morris,  CoL  Anthony,  reoommanded  as 

an  oiBoer,  99. 
Monris,  Bob,  respecting  Jno.  Brown,  46. 
Moun^oy,  Camp  at,  261. 
Monntfort,  Cpant,  introdnoed  by  CoL 

Brodbead,  402>  492,  by  J.    Bead, 

473,  his  plan  for  regulsiing  MUitia, 

489. 
Mnrder,  a,  771. 
Murray,  Col.  James,. 774. 
Murray,  Jf  i^.,  carried  off  by  Tocie^  291. 
.  Mnsser,  John,  66b 


Nasb*  General,  644. 
National  and  par^  disUnetion.  WhaA? 
888. 


Kary,  of  the  State.  Cvnndl  of  Var 
on  Board,  20.  ComplaiAto  againat, 
24, 121.  Sereral  Tcssels  Iramed  far 
safety,  28,  81.  Letters,  88.  LUt  of 
fleet  that  passed  Philadelphia,  88. 
Laid  np,  110.  42L  Letters  laspeet- 
iog,  121,  182,  183,  243,  tM,  S64, 
461.  Gnn  boats  asked  fbr,  284»  243. 
247.  Want  money,  227,  282.  8«aU 
of;  236.  Case  of  Bobert  Hardia,  269. 
Washington's  adriee  raspeetini^  tfaa 
Galleys,  332,  333,  364.  PlnuDtledt 
421,440.  CrtM8rtialatTr«ntoB,627. 

Na?y  Board,  of  State*  110,  227,  243, 
832, 838,  366, 421,  434,  617,  664,  896, 
746.  WashingtoB  asks  the  men  from 
the  Gallies,  421.  Men  lh>m  Galliea 
to  serve  as  guards,  Ac,  434, 440, 464, 
480,  492,  493.  The  GaUiea,  Ae., 
sank,  617.  Crews  arrired  at  Laa- 
easter,  660.  Pay  o^  698.  Battons, 
868,  867..  Brig  ConTention  asked 
for  ttso  of  State,  896.  <  PriaeOakcB 
by  Gnard  boats,  qaestion  abont  it, 
898.  A  Galley  to  be  placed  in  Cape 
May  channel,  702,  749.  Armed  boat 
to  go  to  Chester,  724^  Oaptain  Gar- 
land  eommaads  a  Galley,  and  auikcs 
hisselectioin,737.  Damages  daima^ 
770.    Attempt  to  master,  878, 

Nesbit,  Jno.  M.,  862. 

New  Jera^  Goremor  kppllad  to  fm 
behalf  of  Nary  laid  ap,  133.  An- 
dorer  Iron,  only  suitable  for  alaa^ 
178.    Pittstown,  421,  486. 

Newtown,  Bucks  Coon^,  eloth  eaitiad 
off  bgr  Tories,  .29L 

New  Torl^,  French  fleet  arriTaa,  838, 
839.    Attack  on,  meditatdd,  646k 

Nicola,  Lewis,  applies  for  rations  as 
Town  M^or,  while  enemy  was  in 
ci^,  174.  Letters,  197, 218.  Unsafe 
condition  of  Baston,  197.  Batleai^ 
218,  868,  411,  866,  867.  Amst  of 
Dr.  Berkenhaat,  743. 

Northampton  Co.,  wagon  masten,  213. 
Militia,  408.  Tories.  66L  InaCrae- 
tions  to  aherifl;  621.  Sitaatioft  9t, 
719,  721. 

North  Carolina  xiffara  troops  for  PhUa., 
183.    BendeiToaa  in,  302. 

Northumberland  Oo.  MUitia,  189,  499. 
Indian  mnrders  in,  499,  676.  No 
flints,  600.  Arms  for,  622.  Sappliss 
for,  689.  Defenceless  sUte  of,  677. 
Mardars  in,  690.  Waste  af  ammn- 
nition,  693.  iHstreasing  ecmdillott, 
009,  881,  638,  834, 637, 643, 891^  739. 

O. 

Oath  of  allegiance  to  be  taken,  433^ 
434.   Form  of  Certiflaats^  6791 


IND^. 
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04o9n»  -Non  ConmiBfi<a6d»  1A9*    In* 

.  oooT«DieB«e  of  too  mfti^y  151.  In- 
ttruotloQi  to  reoraitiog*  24S.  Lut 
of  reoruiting,  249,  351,  They  Mk 
more  pay,  2S0^  287«  288,  327.  Maj 
be  eaapended  by  tbe  Statee,  860. 
PromoitOD  of,  357,  677.  An  inoroMf 
of  rMomiaende4»  387,  397^  Appoin- 
ted, 461.    Qenl.  Molntwb,  467. 

O'NeUl,  Dennis.  498. 

Orden — ^to  Gen.  Armstrong,  53.  Of 
Oouneil  of  Safety,  93.  Of  Board  of 
War,  199.  To  Jaaob  Morgan,  386i. 
Of  OenL  Wayne  to  CapV  vialg,  re- 
oruitSf  746» 

P. 

Paper,  want  of,  to  be  seised*  855. 

Parliament  of  G.  B.,  king*s.speeob,  14. 

Parole,  juot  be  taken  in  certain  cases, 
881. 

Patterson,  Lt,  controversy  al  Lancas- 
ter, 201,  206,  228. 

Patterson,  Capt  Alexander,  432. 

Patfcon,  CoL  Jobn,  superintendaaA  of 
iloar  magasine,  235. 

Penn,  Jobn»  sends  for  elover  seedy  10. 

Penn,  John,  10,  request  in  favor  Qt,  61, 
remoral  of,  85.  Aolease,  864,  367, 
378,  380|  889,  607,523. 

Penn's  Yalleyy  Indian  mnrdcrs  in«  516, 
516»  517. 

Pennsylvania,  Begimcnts,  clothing  dis- 
trtbnted,  47.    State  of  Treasnry,  81. 

^  Boondaiy  between  Yirgioia  and, 
82.  Congress  order  grain  to  be 
threshed,. or  paid  for  as  straw*  82. 
Becorery  of  debts,  and  punishment 
of  orimip,  34.  Coaacil  and  Assembly 
remonstrate  with  Coogresa  against 
cantonment  of  army,  104»  107,  111. 

.  Petition  to  Congress  from  ConncU 
and  Assembly,  154,160.  BesolatiDns 
of  Assembly,  64, 66,  73, 84, 156.  In- 

,  qniiy  respecting  magasincs  for  pro- 
TisioBs.  176.     Becommendatton  of 

.  Assemble  on  military  affairs,  180. 
Approval  of  Cfongress  for  recaptniing 
Phiia.,  184^  Attorney  General  at- 
tacked  at  Beading,  267.  MiUUa 
retoms,  297.  Troops  osdercd  to 
several  places,  383.    Drafts  of  mili- 

.  iLa  in,  301.  Council  ooncor  in  Con- 
federation, 455,  Betnrns  of  State 
troops  now  in  service  of  U.  8.,  476i 

Peters,  Bichard,  72,  493. 

Petition  from  Conncil  and  Assembly  to 
Congress  on  recovery  of  Phihida., 
154,160.  Bobert  Hardie,  259.  Pri- 
soners  to  Virginia,  510. 

Petit,  Cliarlas,  366,  518,  526,  620,  623, 
738,  742, 


Philadelpliii,  ov  rscapftora  cd^Sl,  120, 
154,  183.  273.  L.  Nicola  asks  for 
ratiens  while  enemy  was  ln»  174. 
Committee  of  Congress  on  recaptnre, 
183,218.  Troops  offered  by  different 
States,  188.  Congress  approves  of 
attempt  at  regaining,  184^  inquiry 
respcoting  officers  with  prisoners  for, 
216.  Horse  tbieves  ftrom,  221,  225, 
226.  Insolenoc  of  Tories,  291.  J. 
Simons  asks  permission  to  enter,  ^9. 
Counterfeiter  to  be  arrested,  359. 
Insults  of  enemy,  361.  Pfospeet  of 
vraonatiop  o^  366,  667,  579,  680. 
Nightly  watcb,  369.  Stalls  in  the 
market,  369.  Bight  of  coi^ratiou 
to  rent  ferries  and  landings,  369. 
Bridge  at  Schuylkill,  370.  Supply 
of  marketing  to  the  city  by  Tories, 
384,  412,  414,  521.  Whipped,  621. 
Measures  to  prevent  disorders  in, 
after  evacuation,  557, 558, 579.  Brit- 
ish shipping  drop  down,' 668.  OenL 
Arnold  to  command  in,  668.  Do- 
fence,  evacuation  by  Br'.tlsh  Army, 
604,  630.  Proclamntion  of  OenL 
Arnold  in,  606.  ConncU  removato, 
608.  Tory  property,  Ac  in,  628, 
059,  663.  Committee  of  Congress  to 
inquire  into  property  in,  659.  Bridge 
over  Sohuylkill,  686, 768.  Demolish- 
ing of  military  works,  687.  Beporft 
of  Committee  of  Congress  on  pro- 
perty in  Philc  703.  Salt  seised  of 
J.  and  Ai  Wilson,  703,  754.  ConU- 
nental  troope  going  to,  Qen.  W.  asks 
ibr  militia,  708.  Becruiang  in,  722. 
Chains  to  be  set  across  Chesnnt  street 
and  state  house  square,  741. 

Pickering,  Timothy,  173,  287,  546. 

Pine  Creek,  murders  by  Indians,  652. 

Piper,  Col.  John,  34,  36,  116, 138, 141, 
\94,  229,  469,  605. 

Pittsburg,  Gen.  Hand  recalled  fh>m, 
461.  Port  at,  thnatened,  507.  Pro- 
visions for,  5321  CoL  Brodhead's 
reg't  marches  for,  700. 

Pittstown,  H.  J.,  powder  sent  to,  421. 
Arms  at,  435,  439. 

Pleasants,  Samuel,  524. 

Porter,  Capt  Andrew,  574. 

Potts,  SamueL  695. 

Potter,  Gen.  James,  letters,  61,  70,  88, 
89,  97,  98,  150,  166,  169,  231,  616, 
617,  521,  603,  665,  729«  His  oper*- 
tions  west  of  Schuylkill,  98.  Skir- 
mish at  Blue  BelL82.  Near  Barren 
Hill  Church,  70, 98.  Wishes  to  retire, 
123.  Near  Darhy,  141.  Asks  leave 
of  absence,  167,    Believed  by.GenL 

.  Laoey,  168.  Clamor  against,  231. 
Skirmishes  near  Germantown,  70. 
BMpoQting,  66^  681,684 
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177. 

Powd«r  Mm,  Hemberi^'f,  IW,  54<k 
IMMorered,  944. 

FriioBen,  !•»»  U7,  Sl«.  161,  269,  410, 
4S7,  M9, 686, 709.  SxobMg*  df  pro- 
poM4  by  0«ii«  Howe,  800,818.  IVom 
Pkllft.  ia  Vlfglnfas  74,  7^  108,  104, 
l%9,  111,  108,  810,  865, 807, 401, 402, 
404,  408,  600,  610,  684.     MeoMrial 

•  toOMi|rM%lll,166.  K6iaoMinyMe» 
600.    Petition,  611. 

Prl?alMr%  ooMttiailMit  gmtetf  by 
OoBfMM  Ibr,  887i  878, 070,  706,  786, 
787* 

PwMilMirtloB  of  OemL  Wtahittftoii  on 
tiuMbini^Mt  gittte>  116.  For  par. 
dOD  to  Torioi  rooomnioiidod,  484. 
Of  OOB.  AtBoM  ftfltrtho  otMVfttioii, 
600^ 

Prootor,  OoL  J^bB,  446. 468,  600,  069. 
782. 

Prootoiv  CoL  ThomM,  076^  718,  788. 

FtotMobi,  8i,  88,  104,  107,  ISO,  180, 
186, 146,  807,  289,  271,  277,  281,  284, 
286, 889,  204,  200,  806, 807, 848,  877, 
87%  662,  007.  ResolatioBf  of  AMom- 
bly  reipootiiHt,  60b  i^rMit  want  of  in 
the  Amy,  88, 107,  268,  880.  Lwge 
qaftotity  of  Ooer,  Ae.  ofdoMd  by  Gbn- 
gfBM^  177,  260.  lo^Blrlof  by  Bo*rd 
of  War  ntpootliig,  106.  Preipoel  of 
A  rapply,  281,  240.  OoramiMiomn 
fiir  pttrdbMinf,  894,  828.  hialme- 
tlo&a.  Ae.,  808-414.  Loiur  of  Board 
of  War  to  Oonirnit  on,  816.  Leltor 
of  Cooneil  to  Comrn'ri)  827.  Me- 
•MiOal  of  Covnen  and  AwoariMy  to 
CongfOfi  ott  tho  oaoaaa  of  dolay  Ond 
ditfenliy  veapootiiig,  888-880*  Pun 
ohMao  to  bo  doahtod  froai,  427,  U$, 

.    441,4401 

Pulaaki,  QoiU.,  hit  loxton,  706,  719. 


Qnakaca;  prooeodiifa  agilMt,  4,  74, 
76v  401|  002,  404,  482,  609-010,  67% 
709. 


BlOitoBi  Jta%*,   Ao.,  to    laraaUgBla 

•  oaaaoofdiatfftaa,  047.    Boporti^772. 
JtoHoB,  what  aoMtlttttOi  m,  847|  972, 

067. 

Raa,  dMRMl,  Oil,  678. 

Roid,  JMftot,  234,  286,  84%  478. 

Boading,  troofio  mbO  ttomt  14.  Floor 
lo  bo  dapaaitad  at,  177.  Otatbingat, 
260.    AftaofelMiAtfyOoiMral,367. 

•  Ho  l«wyai>  846.  Troopa  ordarad  to, 
874.    e«Mrda  dlMriai6%  648L 


ten"  letlar  rospootiBg,  72.  Ciraalar 
of  CovBoil  on,  88.  TVi  be  raaaavad 
ta  Voribnapton  eo.,  88,  140. 

Soomiang,  Ootonal  Bartiay  bo,  811. 
Wayno  on,  408. 

ftaorailtng  offloaiV  ttanorlnl  ta 
011,280,897.  Latlartoe«id. 
ingtOB,  887,  888,  292. 

Roorniti,  reapoetine  410,  411.  4S8L 
451,  05%  740. 

Bod  Bank,  21,  24,  28,  8L 

Bood,  9ottaral  Joaoph,  baa  bona  lAai 
nodor  biot  and  aairowly  «aenM% 
71.  Reoommandad  fbr  Btlgadler 
Oanaral  by  Ganeral  Amatrong,  91. 
Appointed  on  «eoaimittoa  of  Oo»-> 
graia  on  memorial  of  CovnoUa  and 
Aaa^jr,  l4$i  188,  2f&  LaMarai,  aO^ 
210,  71%  78%  789.  Aakad  I*  aaHal 
Atlotnoy  G«nLy  718.  OmbL  Ana* 
atrong's  opinion  of,  662, 681.  Glbbla 
jMiffiial  in  B.  E,  788.  Haaaaaa  f»* 
quired,  789. 

Reed,  LeonOrd,  iNigon  auatat^  iaaiga% 
200. 

Reigart,  Adam,  OOO. 

RomanoMknea  af  Ooanoll  oad 
bty  80  Oangraaa  againot  nraiy  _ 
Intowinlar  qunrteta^  104,  107,  IIU 
Of  prif  oneia  in  If  aaoBlo  Lodffa»  600. 

Bondaa?«aa,  pkaa  af,  paopaaed,  OOt. 

Report  to   Congreu  reapeoting  Bbn 

Sy«a,  108.  BaapOati«c  Wm.  01*^ 
r,701.  On  proper^  fa»  PblL,t706u 
OOamf  ttae  of  Ooagraia,  708. 

Rhode  Uaad,  Jownal  af  M^j.  gala 
o!^  uHittty  and  nand  apawUeaa 
tlMta^  788-^80.  Bnemy  qvHttn^  887. 

Bloa,  BObevt,  raonlttegift  PMIa^ 722. 

Rialof  San  Um,  banad,  71. 

Rltuaboaaa,  DoiH%  184,  0*8. 

Raaolvtlaaf ,  AaaaMMy,  04,  0%  7%  8% 
16%  80%  004,  788,  741.  Ooagraaa, 
%  60, 7%  8%  111,  MO,  10%  10%  177, 
10%  21%  26%  27%  88%  19%  88% 
88%  841,  86%  86%  86%  80%  87% 
87%  877,  80%  088,  88%  dS%  48% 
44%  46%  461,  607,  60%  60%  67% 
68%  08%  00%  06%  01%  7t%  70% 
78%  78%  76%  768.  OovmI^  04. 
Bacid  «f  War,  74. 

Bacanw  «f  traop%  484. 

Boad%  la  bad  m&&t  to  ba  ■a|iaha% 
441, 46%  at. 

BoberdeaiB,  Qaa.  Daaial,  10,  1%  18% 
13%  14%  10%  80%  80%  214,  87% 
287,  29%  868,  87%  48%  48%  44% 
607,  68%  68%  000.  Bpaaka  Ibvora- 
bly  af  ICia.  Fa^gaaoa,  18U  Of 
booka,  688.  rraaeada  ta  tba  lead 
BilBa,488.  Ptopoaaa  to baiM a fM 
thar^484;  and  Auaae^  dOO^ 
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«Mr  ia  th9  navy,  SI. 
Bode,  Joho,  MMrinatioi^  324. 
Ross,  OoloB«l  fteorg*.  69,  819,  aSi. 
Sactolp)^  LL  Johiii  AM. 

Ha»e^  B]iaigi\»  Wnu,  who  loti  a  lt|(  M 
Jlimadirwaaty  jippUat  for  promoUwi, 


SaddlMy  MWOOy  868* 
l^alty  irorkfl  ob  Tom'i  nwtr,  instnofclMis 
to  J.  I>%ri4min,  16,  181,  186,  236. 
PnrohaM  of  lund  at,  16,  29,  287. 
Jden  learo,  169.  Hen  lent  to  fiom 
fleet,  182.  At  Sqaan,  Ae.,  deetrojed, 
S98, 400.  OooDotl  reflise  more  Aoney 
lor,  417.  Seised  in  Bhil^'m  793, 
924,  740,  7»3. 

Sondert,  WiUim,  716. 

8o.TBdge,  ThooiM,  letters  io,  17,  159, 
182, 236, 398, 490,  417;  Part  owner 
of  salt  worksp  136.  pfeifscu  to  J*  Dft- 
Tideon'a  appoinUneiit,  236. 

Bcbajlkill,  army  west  of,  91,  SI4. 
ComwaUie  eroetee,  28.  Qonl.  Pot- 
tor's  proeeediafs,  98.  Waskington's 
▼lews  of  tRK>|>%  neecBsary  on,  1^8, 
166.  -Ordered  to,  169.  Magiukie 
for  prorisioQS  at^  847*  FerJ7  asid 
bridgo,  Phil.,  370.  SurTey  of,  with  a 
▼lew  to  traaeportatioD  of  supplies, 
613,  62d.  lifst  of  folds  o%  ^4. 
Bridges  over,  686>  768^ 

dooit,  Abraham,  4o^  647. 

Soott,  (Chomae,  678, 

dorfoaat,  Jona.  IX,  Attomcar  0eaoiml, 
•tUokod  atEaaton,  267.  Kesignsas 
Attoney  ^enersL  746.  Lottecs  to 
and  Arom»  496, 6^,  683,  740. 

Seymour,  Oommodere  Thomas,  97. 

Shannon,  Doctor,  to  he  arrested,  68* 

fibippoD,  Bdwaid,  prothonotaiy,  682. 

Bhippeo,  Br.  William,  to  faiQish^nedi- 
euies  for  the  araty,  688. 

BkioDor.  lievt.  Arehibald,  625. 

Bkirmtshes,  32,  70,  97,  98,  134  ^h 
266,  286, 414,  673,  688,  770. 

Blongb,  (Matthias,  63,  66. 

Boldiers,  good  eUTects  of  good  olothing 
on,  26.  0reat  scareity  ojT  proriaioas, 
40.,  88,  61,  343,  864,  M6,  408,  U9. 
No.  of,  169.  |>iatrfss  of  189,  2;63. 
Bognlaliont  of  main  gnard  at  Laa- 
oaster,  193.  Consamption  of  li<|iior, 
293.  British,  depositions  respeeting, 
S17,:226.  InUsted,  tobesoand,:)48. 
Boonty  from  Congrefs,  608.  Shot 
by  another,  718. 

Smallwood,  Qeneral,  takes  a  brig,  161. 

Smith,  Lieiit^  GoJL  6afMe],4»  92, 107. 


Soifli,  CMoBoi  r  ai,  M. 

Smith,  James,  3L  0. 

Smith,  .Jonathan  B.,  106,'  109,  124, 
160-191,  282,  292,  303,  314,  850, 
867,  369,  866,  37a,  40%  420^  427^ 
466,  646. 

Smith,  Mathew,  683. 

Saiith,  Thomas,  89. 

Smith,  Dr.  William,  621. 

Smithfield,  prisoners  taken  9M,  402. 

Spain  and  Portogal,  trea^  with,  178. 

Speeohee.  King  Great  Britain,  H. 

SpeUlng  books  leqoired  ia  Congress, 
299. 

Spiritnons  Uqnor^,  203,  206,  HO,  247, 
896,  689. 

Sprogell,  lodiok,  678. 

Spyker,  Henry,  891. 

dtaadiag  Stoae.  Town,  inhabitants 
driven  ofl;  aaa  mosdors,  486,  698, 
610,  660. 

Staunton^  PhlLy  prisoners  jent  to,  74^ 
76. 

Steel,  ooatract  for,  178.  {ron  of,  only 
Ando¥er  Works^JSevr  Jersey,  snit- 
able  for,  178. 

Stenben,  Baron,  reriews  troqpf,  668. 

Sterenson,  George,  94t 

StOTeDBOB,  B«,  663. 

Stewart,  Lieut.  Colonel  Oeorg^  217, 
486,  617,  603. 

StowarV  Colons  Walter,  286.  fiklr- 
mish,  286,  348,  717. 

Stiles,  Captain  Joseph,  489. 

Stoddard,  Beojamin.  608. 

Stoy,  Ideutenant,  717« 

Stcaker,  Wm.,  oaptBred  by  Froach, 
with  his  negroes^  Mr,  Gerard  ap- 
plies to  Congress  for  his  imprieon- 
mentf  671.  JPaots  respeoting,  678. 
aoDoxiof  Board  of  Witf,  701.  |Usol. 
of  CoAgresi^  702. 

Btiond,  Cbloael  Jaeob^  748. 

Btrond,  Samuel,  66L 

Babstitatea^  -diseoatinaanee  of,  ^9, 
261.    Bxpenceoi;66y«96.  m, 

Bnlllran/  Goal.,  oomplsiaoa  «» 37,  ,97. 

Buperintendants  forpurchaso  of  flonr, 
ibc.,.273,  276,  278.  lastruotions,  At,, 
:303-314.  Letter  of  Board  of  War 
to  Co|agress  oa,  816. 

SupaBKB  KxaoDxiYB  Couiroiir-^Anies, 
WilfiaoL  456.  Armstrong,  G^n. 
John,  ZQ,  i^  53,  60,  70,  85,  9^,  100, 
.12^  148,  149,  230,  238.  293,  413, 
480,  612i  613^  636,  m6,  669,  680, 
^15,  717,  .744.  4rndt,  John,  338. 
Arnold,  Gen.  Benediot,  687,  706, 
748.  Assembly,  104,  369,  618,  685. 
Auditor,  Gen.,  U.  S.,  691.  Bailey, 
Francis,  and  Capt.  hta^,  406.  Bay- 
ard, CoL  John,  61.  Beaton,  J<  hn, 
494.    Beik*  Co.  JiMtioos,  136,  722. 
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Biddle,  CoL  <n«ia«iit,  99, 104,  12S, 
139, 187,  220,  »40.  Blaine,  Bphnam, 
B.  0.  0.,  252.  Blvwer,  Cftpt  Joseph, 
071.  Board  of  War,  (Continental,) 
85,  42,  62,  68,  84,  86,  92,  118,  127, 
174,  186,  188,  192,  196»  205,  208, 
214,  216,  284,  268,  288,  389,  861, 869, 
869,  462,  429,  444,  454,  492,  617, 
626,  688,  640,  549,  656,  676,  581, 
686,    598,   604,  668,  643,   644,  647, 

649,  664,  666,  667,  668,  684,  727, 
745,  758, 768.  Bondfleld,  John,  172, 
880.  Boadinot,  Blias,  89,  162. 
Boyd,  Lt  Andrew,  855,  432,  482, 
682,  647.  Bojd,  Col.  J.  596.  Bred- 
ford.  Col.  Wm.  11,  24,  27,  80,  204. 
Bradford,  Wm:,  0.  451.  Brodhead; 
Baniel,  462,  492,  772.  Bnohanan, 
Wm.  84.  Bftll,  CoL  John,  129,  138, 
190,  746.  Butler,  Col.  Richard,  253, 
886,  404.  Cadwalader,  Lambert, 
666.  Caldwell,  Charlei,  502.  Caro- 
then,  Lt.  John,  488,  447,  466,  491, 
689,  659,  609,  619,  700.  Chambers, 
John,  604.  Cfrevlars,  65,  88,  124, 
179,  240,  294,  427,  481,  452,  688, 

650.  Qaypoole,  James,  624.  CI7- 
mer,  Baniel,  106.  Coats,  Col.  Wm. 
227.  Colleetors  of  Clothing,  88. 
Commissioners  of  Berks  Co.,  827, 
520l  Commissioneiji  of  Chester  Co., 
666.  -Commissioners  for  Lancaster, 
631.  Conu|iifsioners  of  Clothing, 
27, 179.  Commissioner^  for  seising 
Estates,  13j  644.  Commissioners  for 
oolleoting  prorfsionS,  278,  294,  829, 
418,  48 (.  Comitaissibners  for  Western 
department^  886.  Committee  of 
Congress,  816,  862,  867,  884,  889, 
677.  Congress,  12,  104,  186,  152, 
158,  158,  161,  176,  207,  208,  210, 
248,  249,  284,  298,  818,  827,  340, 
860,  864i  878,  394,  403,  448,  460, 
486,  488,493,  507,  522,  524.  589, 
592,  607,  670,  775,  708,  710,  718, 
726,  727,  787,  775.  Coombe,  Her. 
Thomas,  Jnnr.,  pass  for  V,  Torh, 
626.  Cowell,  Bbeneter,  51.  Coze, 
John,  16,  29.  Craig,  Robert,  41. 
Craig,  CoL  Thomas,  412.  '  Crispin, 
Wm.  161,  174,  203,  441,  Colbert- 
son,  Col.  Robert,  448.  Dana,  Fran- 
ois,  816.  Baridson,  James,  16. 
Baris,  John,  662.  BaTisot),  Hngh, 
604.  DeHaren,  Hngh,  58;  DeHaren, 
Peter,  52,  475,  63$.  Delegates  in 
Congress,  116,  124,  ISr,  207,  231, 
242,  269,  277,  298,  859,  880,  456, 
686,577.  Desbler,  CoL  894.  Diek- 
inson,  Jonathan,  496.  'Edwards, 
Thomas,  449.  Blder,  Joshna,  616. 
BUweln,  Johtf,  751.  Byans,  Bd-  ' 
ward,  644.     Braas,  CoL   Thomas, 


709.  Ertns,  Wm.  781.  VergvsoB, 
Mrs.  Bliiabeth,  617.  Flofwer,  CoL 
Benjamin,  185,  460,  46S,  FotsI, 
Darid,  296.  Freeholders  ftt  Bedford 
Co.,  677.  Forman,  Moore^  489.  Oal- 
braith,  Bartrem,  643, 648.  Oalbraitb, 
CoL  Robert,  288,  611,  660.  GaBo- 
way,  Mrs.  J.,  674.  Garland,  Captain, 
George,  787.  Gates,  Gen.  Horalie, 
President  B.  W.,  206.  Gibbon,  CoL 
Wm.  680.  Gibson,  George,  819, 
663.  Goarla,  John,  448.  Gray,  Wm. 
and  Jno.  Little,  877.  Greene,  Mi^or, 
General,  Nathaniel,  444,  488,  686. 
Greer,  Joseph,  395.  Gronow,  Lewi^- 
496.  Haberstaek,  Michael,  362. 
Hagner,  Lt  Frederick,  486.  Hale, 
Thos,  and  N.  WeaTer,  628.  Ham- 
bright,  John,  770.  Hamilton,  Jann^ 
872,  888,  483,  456,  468.  Harris^ 
DaTid,  82.  Harris,  John,  211,  574. 
Hart,  William,  896, 481,  626.  Hart. 
ley,  Thomas,  497,  674,  691,  692; 
720.  Haselwood,  Commo.  John,  47, 
121,  182,  167,  180,  246,  699,  724, 
749.  Henry,  Wm.  646.  Hillegas, 
MiebMl,  538,  648,  566.  Hubley, 
John,  750,  769.  Habley,  Joseph, 
145.  Hunter,  Lt  Banniel,  176, 191, 
892,  478,  499,  686,  652,  668,  664, 
571,  573,  599,  624,  686,  711,  778. 
Irvine.  Matthew,  166.  Irrlne,  CoL 
Wm.  726.  Irwin,  M.  ft  R.  Bridges, 
718.  Jelliies,  Joseph,  849.  Jooes^ 
Thonras,  107,  136.  Kirfcbride,  Jo- 
seph,  96,  175,  261,  262,  280,  668. 
Laeey,  Brig.  GenL  168,  202,  226» 
246,  255,  265,  361,  878,  881,  384, 
896,  898,  402,  414,  470,  579,  688, 
694,595.  Laird,  Samvel,  660.  Le- 
bar,  CoL  Abraham,  44.  Lee,  Fraoeis, 
Lightfbot,  82,  147.  Lee,  Major 
Thomas,  440.  Lesher,  John,  176, 
827,  847,  667, 675.  Leran,  Abraham, 
406,  449.  Lerers,  Robert,  140, 141, 
841,  844,  346,  862,  881,  485,  464, 
486,  533,  626>  719,  721.  Leris, 
Thoinas,  651.  Lewis,  William,  641. 
Lieutenants,  156, 169,  426,  462,  506, 
650.  Livingston,  Got.  Willism, 
183,  458,  699,  604,  728.  Loefarey, 
Archibald,  68,  142,  469,  496.  Lni- 
terloh,  CoL  216,  848,  852.  Lyon, 
William,  228.  MeCalester,  Colonel, 
Richard,  22,  171,  197,  244,  869,  463, 
479,  647.  Maelay.  William,  684. 
MoClean,  Arehibald,  294,  376,  766. 
McDowell,  Alexander,  672.  Maekay, 
John,  401.  McKean,  Thomas,  266^ 
655,  566,  668.  Magistrates,  258. 
Mease,  James,  22,  426,  428.  Mars* 
teller,  PhUip,  264.  Melehior,  Col., 
876,   699.     Morgaa,    CoL   Gsorgc^ 
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714.    M^ffgan,  Jacob,  Ii.  B.  0.,  14, 
388,  418,  441,  633,  543,  603,  690, 
700.    Morgan,  Jaeob,  CommiBSioner, 
47,  383.    Moicsa,  Jacob,  Jr.,  188, 
899,  608,  574,  089.    Morriv,  Robert, 
45.    Nary  Board,  Bftate,  34,  88,  110, 
343,   333,  333,  865,  431,  434,  517, 
090,  745.    Notbit,  John,  M.,  053. 
.  Kioola,  Lewis,   197,  313,  358,  411, 
.  050,  743.    O'Neal,  Dennis,  498.  Pat- 
teraon,    Captain    Aloxandei)     433. 
Petera,  Richard,  73,  493.     Pettit, 
Charles,  300,   613,    536,   030,    033. 
Pickering,  Timothy,  178,  337,  540. 
Piper,  Ool.  John,  34,  30,  115,  138, 
194,  339,  409,  505,  083.    Pleasants, 
Qamuel,  534.   Porter,  Capt  Andrew, 
594.    Potter,  Oen.  James,  51,  83, 
'  89,  97,  98,  141,  150,  109,  631,  006, 
739.     Potts,   Samnel,  695.     Price, 
Philip,  095.    Prisoners  in  Masonic 
.  Lodge,  609,  611.  Proctor,  Col.  John, 
.  446,  458,   500,  069,  733.    Proctor, 

•  CoL  Thomas,  070.  Ralston,  John, 
Ac,  747,  773.  Rea,  Samnel,  Oil, 
073.  Read,  James,  234,  346,  473. 
Recraiting  eflloors,  380.  Reed,  Jo- 
seph, 130,  318,  713,  739,    Rioe,  Re 

•  bert,  733.  Rittenhonse,  Darid,  043. 
Roberdean,  Qen.  Daniel,  10,  131, 
134.  144,  183,  300.  309,  310,  378, 

.  387,  396,  369,  374,  433,  448,  607, 
683,  584,  009.  Rudolph,  Lt.  John, 
454.  Rush,  Jacob,  753.  Sanders, 
47illiam,  710.  Sayadge,  Thomas, 
159, 183,  330, 898,  400,  417.  Scott, 
Thomas,  078.  Sergeant,  Jonathan, 
D.,  030, 083,  740.  I^ymonr,  Commo- 

<   dore,    Thoma*.  97.     Shipf^en,  Bd« 

•  ward,  083.  Shippen,  Dr^  William, 
088.  Skinner,  Abraham,  (BO.  Smith, 

-'  Lt  Ool.4«  Smith,  James,  370.  Smith, 
Jonathan,  B.,  100, 191, 333,  293, 303, 
314,  360,  367,  359,  305,  309,  403, 
420,  437,  400,  545.  Smith,  Matthew, 
032.  Smith,  Thomas,  and  Edward 
Woods,  39.  Smith,  Dr.  William,  031. 

•  timiih  and  KeadiUiie,  Lt4.,  92,107. 
>*  Spix>gel,  Lodiok,  078.  Spyker,  Hen. 
.   891.    SteTenson,  Oeorge,  94.    Ste- 

Tenson,  Robert,  053.  Stewart,  OoL 
.  Walter,  385,  343.  Stiles,  Capt  Jos., 
.   480.    Stoddart,  Beaj.,  008.    Stroud, 

•  Ool.  Jaoob,  748.  Sweeri,  Cornelius, 
473*    Tilghman,  James,  00.     Tilgh- 

«•  man.  Tench,.  407.  Tan  Campen, 
Ac,  John,  707.  Wagon  Masters, 
313.  WaUU,  Samuel,  00  ,  087. 
Washington,  Qeal.  George,  153, 160, 
180,  189,  300,  301,  341,  350.  354, 
355,  308,  374,  877,  391,  335,  338, 
353,  354,  367,  401,  405,  409,  410, 
435,  431,  445,  480,  400,  498,  »33, 


540,  557,  558,  404,  763.  Watkins, 
Joseph,  308.  Wateon,  John,  709. 
Wayne,  Anthony,  35,  80,  143,  351, 
381,  387,  897,  408,  411,  419,  438, 
451,  474.    Weitiel,  Lt  John,  371, 

541,  551,  039L>  Wirts,  Mi^or,  301. 
Wynkoop,  Henry,  000.  Young, 
Jsmee,  W.  M.,  75,  318,  359,  370, 
383,  389,  831,  880,  337,  343,  300, 
619,  074. 

Sweeney,  John,  taken  *t  Braadywine; 

58. 
Sweers,  Cornelius,  letter,  478.  Charge^ 

with  frsuds,  073. 
Swenkfelders,  ask  tor  relaxing  of  the 

Test,  641,  661. 
Swifl,  Captain,  capture  of,  301. 


Test,  the  relaxation  of,  asked  for  by 
Morarians,  Ac,  640,  661.  Refuso 
it,  751. 

Thompson,  Capt,  at  Brandywine,  6$. 

Thompson,  John,  399. 

TUghman,  James,  90. 

Tilghman,  Tench,  407. 

Tin,  block,  required,  808* 

Todd,  Wm.,  counterfeit  money,  859. 

Tories,  prooeedinge  against,  4,  5,  18, 
44.  51,  75.  77,  85,  94,  117,  118,  144, 
170,  310,  343,  843,  844,  846.  840, 
847,  859,  801,  803,  484,  443,  445, 
453,  498,  533,  534,  543,  561,  555, 
590,  003,  on,  016,  031,  625,  041, 
044,  051,  063,  008,  073,  080,  083, 
095,  709,  715,  731,  728,  731,  743, 
744,  760,  753.  Action  of  Congress 
respecting,  310.  Insolence  of,  391. 

Treasury,  stete  of,  81. 

Treaty  with  France,  400,  479,  498, 531. 


Valley  Forge,  winter  ifaaiiers  at,  123; 
Tan  OKmpen,  John,  Ac,  707. 
Yaniiech,  Henry,   suspicion!  h^'<>'W 

57.    Deposition  respecting,  07,  77. 
Vansant,  Garret  and  John,  Bxamitia- 

tion  rospccttng  robberies,  590,  599, 

000,  004. 
Yamum,  General,  81, 131. 
YeneiB,  Jerome,  noble  eondnet  of,  089. 
Yemer,  Fi^erick,  proceedings  in  hit 

case,  713.  * 
Yirginia,  boundary  unsettled,  09,  83. 

volunteers,  expected  from,  120.  Act 

of,  f<^  clothiDg  their  troops,  125. 

Consente  to  confoderatlon,  144,  332. 

Offers  troops  for  Philadelphia,  183. 

Readearons,  in,  302. 
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Wafon%  SQW0U7  t^  ih  ^^9  ^0f  T7/ 
,m;  U6,  Idi,  130,  U7,  130,  lit, 
179,  200,  2l<),  212,  218,  1^0,  ^$2, 
276)  282,  289,  298,  819,  S20,  324, 
Z2S,  B30,  884,  338,  343,  348»  8^, 
462,  366,  871,  377.  405,  41&  4»0, 
483,  »13,  619,  646,  6^8,  t%%  623, 
676,  699,  761-767. 

WMoneM,  deMTted,  320,  387«  Broutt- 
6d,  821,  322,  387.  Coonterfeit  billi, 
Sonud  on,  200,  206,  21^ 

Wagon  Muten,  eirou]»r  to,  124,  212, 
330,  337, 338;  367.  763,  765. 

WaUis.  Samael,  664,  687. 

War,  CoBQeU  of,  h^ld.  21. 

Warrants  to  arreet,  12,  53, 65. 

Waahington,  OonL  €(«orge,  9,  80,  48, 
153,  154,  180,  189,  200,  201,  235, 
'  241,  250,  254,  255,  263,  374,  277, 
387»  28&  291,  325,  333^  339,  353, 
354,  357,  401,  405,  409,  410,  416, 
425,  430,  445,  480,  490,  498,  522, 
629,  346,  667,  558,  604,  742,  752. 
Hii  moramenU,  91,  ;i22.  iJCair  at 
Cbamat  Hill,  100.     Xakea  winter 

Siarten  In  Chaaler  Conntj,  61.  Pro- 
amation  on  thraahiag  grain,  116. 
Dif  IroM  of  tha  Azmjr,  189,  328.  Qn 
oloihing,  200,  and  party  with  oloUi- 

'« ioff  for  priaon^ra  at  Iianoaf tar,  iXf^, 
MiraM  to«aitU«n«,  277",  326.  Atlu 
for  #aUiot,  |5i.  .Enp^woMd  to  e^Ol 
pat^0011iVtia,^99,  409,  i46.  In 
trodaofa  Ganl.  Graenf,  406«  Lattar 
io  Ganfral  I<»P07»  on  firiflonara  with 
narketing,  410.  Kaapacting  wagon 
Uwf  416.  Uim  horn  Oallief.  $1. 
MiUti«y.490.  Aimi,  498, 52!(.  May 
ampowar  parsoaa  to  obtain  jtroTW 
fliona»  66b  Diitraaa  for  proTMion% 
Ac,  263,  326, 328.  On  aTacuation  of 
Fort  Mifflin,  47.  Takaa  maaanres  in 
eaia  of  eraonatiaii,  558.  a  Braooation 
of  Philadelphia,  604. 

WaOOna,  Joe^Uk  368. 

Wataon,  John,  Jan.,  elainu  jdnMg^i 
dona  by  galley  men,  769k 

Wayne,  Brigadier,  QenenJ,  Anthony, 
.  Iietten,  25,  86,  251,  387,  397,  408, 
41 1, 419,  428, 451, 474.  HU  opinion 
of  woll-clad  soldiers,  26.  Bsertions 
to  clothe  8oi4ier^61^408.  On  MiUtin 
and  olothing,  14^  419.  On  aubati- 
tutes,  251.  Becniiting  orders,  246, 
897,  408,  411,  419,  746.  B,etnrn  of 
troops,  476. 

Westmoreland  County,  Indian  affairs 

,  in,  8,  68.  Mr.  Holliday,  115.  AUrm 
from  Indians  and  lories,  438, 458, 

\    460.    Kunber  of  armf  in,  495.    2n- 


4inn  imird^n,  49i.    fl^lAUt  fbr, 
.    388i 
WeatmoreUBd,  town,  (Saa  WyoninA) 

871. 
Weaton,  Blehard,,  exaninatian  o(  141 

Wetaal,  l4i.  John,  371,  383,  642,  651, 

629,651. 
Whartpn,    7homM»  ^n-*  Pnwidenl, 

letters,  11,  12,  14,  17,  18,  21;  25. 

Dea^  o^  493,  546^  368,  669,  625. 

Fnnaral  ii  Laiicasisr,  562. 
Wheat  to  be  thre^ed  ar  tnkep  te 

ftraw,  83. 
Whiak^,    large  pnrahaaesb  M  high 

piiee^  by  an  oAoer,  265^  208. 
White,  Ite.,  63,  239.  , 

White  iyes,  CapL  (Indiaia.) 

to  CoL  Morgan,  687,  662,  7U. 
WUeox,  J.  and  A.,  olaim  aali  seiaad 
*^in  Philadelphia,  708,  724,740  764. 
Wipohaiier,  '^^giinin,  pHaonara  fraai 

PbiladelphU  *t,  74|  76,  162,  164, 

106,  111,  158,  210,  364,  867,  669, 

,610,  524L    Bemenatranaa  tem  pii* 

lonen,  609.    Petition,  6l(^ 
Witts,  Bf«jor,  Chrialian,  ragnlatlon  U 

guards  at  Iiaaeaateiv  19$,  281* 
Wife,  Praderiok,  416. 
Woman,  9^  in  diatnii  ia  the  «r«ij,T16» 
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Woodib  George,  W* 
Wool  raaongnended  to  be  pwiJuwi 

and  mnnnfsotnsed,  41.    . 
Wyalaaing,    Captain  Martbj  aAUaki 

ladiMis  near,  773. 
Wynkoop,  ^enty,  .6ilL 
Wyoming*  petition  for  trvopsb  Mvplr 

by  Coi^gMe%  371.   Threntening  tp- 

pearaooes,  624.    Qnt  itS,  626,  6M, 

631,  63^  634»  643,  647,  664,  686. 

Cofltppqy,  firaw,  674*.   Colonel 

head  erdered  to,  666,662. 

Yom,  al»  (^  691«  721, 730,  t73. 


Tofk  County,  MOItia,  160, 870.  Pt- 
tflrminod  not  to  mnreh,  196.  Canrt, 
•4,388,284,511.  ApfdieaHon  ft««, 
376.  Uentenaota,  426.  SaiHltyof 
Bioney.  Boeraits,  497.  Khstinns, 
775.    fi[nl«ries,  o^oplniMd  o(  27% 

Tonngb  JfMM,  letten,  21a,  269^  276^ 
262,  28^,  820,  321,  329,  843,  367, 
366,  611^  676,  201,  761^  764  'H 
76^760^ 


Zantslnger,  IRaul,  28. 
Sedirta,  Herman,  t. 
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